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New Testament Principles - 1
In the Bible there is one letter written by one of Jesus'
younger brothers. His name was Jude, meaning
"praised." He humbly referred to himself as a bonded
servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James,
Jude wrote in earnest about our mutual salvation,
urging Christians to "earnestly contend for the faith
which was once delivered to the saints."(v.3)
In it he does not introduce any new teaching. The
whole purpose of his letter is to guard us against
being subtly mislead by new doctrines.
So this letter must have been the last New Testament
document to have been written.
As with the Jews, Malachi was considered to be "the
seal of the prophets". So with us the epistle of Jude
might be considered to be the seal of the New
Testament prophets.
Up until then divine revelation was given here a little,
there a little. Finally, with Jude's epistle, the complete
revelation replaced that which was "in part." (1)
In a similar way, Peter urged his readers to "be
established in the present truth." (2) Any doctrine and
form of worship not authorised in the New Testament
cannot be true. Years ago, a beloved elder brother
used to say: "If it is new, it cannot be true." So we
must turn to God's word. "His word is truth." (3)
God seeks folk who will worship Him "in Spirit and In
truth." Do you want to be the kind of person that God
is looking for-"a true worshipper"? (4)

______________________________________

The Value of the CHURCH
Derek L Daniell, Tunbridge Wells.

For most people attending a church service is at best a rare
occasion. Weddings, funerals and man made religious
festivals like Easter and Christmas are about the only time
most people will enter a church building. Many will say that
the church is irrelevant and outdated in our modern world, and
that the church has no place in their daily life, but why is this
so? Mankind has the desire to worship something or
someone, but rejects the God who created them.
For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes,
His eternal power and divine nature have been made, so
that they are WITHOUT EXCUSE. Because even though
they know God, they did not honour Him as God or give
thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and
their foolish heart was darkened. Professing to be wise,
they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the
incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible
man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling
creatures. [Romans 1:20-23; cp. Acts 14:15-18]
Worshipping a God we Know
When the apostle Paul arrived in the city of Athens he said the
citizens were “very religious” as he saw their many idols.
However, on seeing an altar inscribed TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.
He took the opportunity to make God known to them. In his
speech to the assembled philosophers he told them that God
“does not dwell in temples made with hands”. Neither was
God “like gold, silver, or stone, an image formed by the art
and thought of man”. In reality “in Him we live and move
and exist … for we also are His children”, therefore this
"unknown God" is the ONLY one man is to worship. Acts
17:16-34. The nation of Israel had a covenant with God in
which they were commanded to worship ONLY Him.
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They were not to make themselves idols to worship or serve,
(Deuteronomy 55:1-10; cp Matthew 22:34-40). Under the New
Covenant we are to worship and serve the same God and it is
the privilege of Christians to assemble with others of like
faith to do this, (Hebrews 10:19-25). The church that Jesus is
building consists of local congregations of disciples of Jesus
Christ who are:
... living stones, being built up as a spiritual house to be a
holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ. [1 Peter 2:5]
The Value of the church to You
It is through the church that God has made known His
manifold wisdom,
... through the church the manifold wisdom of God might be
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly
places. This was according to the eternal purpose that he
has realised in Jesus Christ our Lord. [Ephesians. 3:10-11]
The church that Jesus established was purchased by His
blood, (Acts 20:28)
The church is His sanctified bride,
So that he (Christ) might present the church to himself in
splendour, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she
might be holy and without blemish.” [Ephesians 5:26-27]
We need to understand how valuable the church is to God, to
understand how valuable the church is for us if we are to be
acceptable before God. An anonymous poet wrote these words:
No place there is on earth more sweet,
more rich with pure delight,
Than where our Father’s children meet
to worship Him aright.
With saints on earth to sing His praise,
inspired with holy zeal;
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With joy the note of song we’ll raise
as we His presence feel.
Who can forsake assembling here,
while grace and truth declare
Where we in Jesus’ name appear
His presence shall be there.
If earth affords a joy so dear,
where partings oft are known,
What heights of rapture shall appear
forever near God’s throne.
__________________________________________________

The Apostle Andrew
Jonathan Ashurst, Byron, GA

Over the last several months, I've been writing about Jesus'
twelve apostles. So far, we've studied Thaddeus (Sept 2011),
Simon the Zealot (March 2012), Nathanael (June 2012), James
the Less (September 2012), Matthew (December 2012), Thomas
(March 2013), and Philip (June 2013). This month, we'll examine
the life of the apostle Andrew.
Andrew lived with his brother Simon (later named Peter) in
Bethsaida (Mark 1:29, John 1:44). They had a fishing business
together on the sea of Galilee. Andrew was a follower of John the
Baptist, and personally heard John proclaim Jesus as "the Lamb
of God." At this point, Andrew began to follow Jesus. (John 1:35-40)
Andrew was overjoyed that he had met the Messiah! He quickly
found his older brother Peter and told him the good news.
One of the two which heard John speak, and followed him,
was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. He first finds his own
brother Simon, and says to him, We have found the
Messiah, which is, being interpreted, the Christ. And he
brought him to Jesus. [John 1:40-42a]
From this point on, Andrew was to bring many people to Jesus.
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Although his job had been that of a fisherman, Jesus now
called him to be a "fisher of men."
Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and
Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea: for they were
fishers. And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I
will make you to become fishers of men. And straightaway
they forsook their nets, and followed him.
[Mark 1:16-18, cf. Matthew 4:18]
Andrew did become an effective "fisher of men," bringing many
people to Jesus. John chapter six tells about a time when Jesus
wanted to feed a great crowd that had gathered. Andrew let
Jesus know about a boy who had offered to give his lunch of
five barley loaves and two small fish. Through this gift, Jesus
miraculously fed the whole crowd, with twelve baskets left over.
Because Andrew was willing to bring this lad to Jesus, many
people were able to witness the power of God. (John 6:1-14)
Andrew also brought some Greeks to Jesus. This occurred in
Jerusalem just a few days before Jesus' crucifixion.
And there were certain Greeks among them that came up to
worship at the feast: The same came therefore to Philip,
which was of Bethsaida of Galilee, and desired him, saying,
Sir, we would see Jesus. Philip comes and tells Andrew:
and again Andrew and Philip tell Jesus. And Jesus
answered them, saying, The hour is come, that the Son of
man should be glorified. [John 12:20-23].
Although Andrew was one of Jesus' first followers, Andrew's
brother Peter became more prominent. Andrew is often referred
to as "Simon Peter's brother." (Matthew 4:18, 10:2, Mark 1:16, Luke
6:14, John 1:40, 6:8). Sometimes Jesus spent time with only the
twelve, and at other special times only Peter, James, and John
were present. These three were the apostles nearest to Jesus
during the Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-2, Mark 9:2, Luke 9:2829), the raising of Jairus' daughter, (Mark 5:37, Luke 8:51) and
Jesus' prayers in Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36-37, Mark 14:32-33).
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However, there is a time recorded when Andrew was also
included in a small gathering of Jesus and these three.
During his final week in Jerusalem, Jesus had gone out of the
city and was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple.
Earlier, when his disciples had commented on the magnificence
of the temple, Jesus had told them, "Do you see these great
buildings? there shall not be left one stone upon another, that
shall not be thrown down" (Mark 13:1-2). The disciples were
surprised by this distressing prophecy. Later, Andrew and the
three wanted to find out when this would occur.
And as he sat upon the mount of Olives over against the
temple, Peter and James and John and Andrew asked him
privately, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall
be the sign when all these things shall be fulfilled?
[Mark 13:3-4]
Because he made time to seek out Jesus and ask him these
questions, Andrew learned much about the coming troubles,
while being reassured of God's deliverance. (Mark 13:5-37)
The name Andrew means "manly." Andrew showed true
manliness by his dedicated, humble service to others. Through
the life of the apostle Andrew, may we be encouraged to bring
people to Jesus. Like Andrew, let's not worry about how
prominent we are, but instead let us work faithfully for people's
salvation and God's glory.
__________________________________________________

Strength in Weakness
Colin Hilton - Hindley

A paradox is described in the dictionary as:
"an assertion seemingly self-contradictory which nevertheless
may be true to fact".
"Whosoever shall save his life shall lose it," (Matthew 16:25)
reminds us that there are endless paradoxes in life.
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Paradox no.1
We are weakest where we are strongest,
and strongest where we are weakest.
"When I am weak, then am I strong." (2 Corinthians 12:10)
Let me give you a little illustration!---Two men; one middle
aged and the other a few years younger.
The middle aged man was being repeatedly urged to have just
one "sociable" glass of beer. He adamantly refused. He said
that his parents were horrible drunkards, and they had passed
the craving on to him. He said, "I know it's in my system, so I'll
never take that "first drink".
He had set his guard at his weakest point.
The younger man had been brought up by godly parents, and in
his youth had been induced to drink some whisky, and ended up
being one of the most pitiable down and outs on the streets.
After a few years of wretchedness he found salvation in Christ,
and later wrote his life-story.
He had taken that first drink with the thought that there were
no drunkards in his family, so he wouldn't come to any harm.
It was his strongest point, so he didn't place any guard there.
He was weakest where he was strongest.
The same thing is especially true in the Christian life!
When we are living in entire dependence upon Christ we are
strongest where we are weakest, because, at our weakest
point, the strength of Christ has its fullest opportunity.
But when we are living the self-sufficient life, we are weakest
where we are strongest, because we are then liable to surprise
attack.
Paradox no.2
We climb highest when we stoop lowest.

7

That great big balloon of pride floats really high doesn't it; and
yet, nothing is more base. On the other hand, nothing stoops
so low as humility, yet nothing floats so high.
Jesus "humbled Himself- even to the death of the cross", and
was lifted to the very throne of God, bearing "the name which
is above every name".(Philippians 2:8,9)
What could be lowlier, or loftier, than the humility of Jesus
when He knelt with basin and towel to wash His disciples' feet;
or when He stooped to the depthless abasement of the cross
to redeem us?
Let us learn, that the lower we are at the feet of Jesus, the
higher we rise.
When we wrong someone and stoop to apologise to ask
forgiveness of someone; or to put up with ill-treatment, without
any resentment, we are rising to lovely heights.
If we only realize; that we "ride the high horse" of unforgiving
pride, we are crawling in the dust with the serpent.
We think that humility only seems to cripple us; in reality: it
gives us wings!
The way up is down! The way to the throne is the cross!
Whosoever will lose his life for Christ's sake in this world, will
find it in a better one!
"Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty Hand of God,
that He may exalt you in due time".
(1 Peter 5:6)
__________________________________________________

Do we love Jesus?
John 14:15 If you love me observe my instructions!
John 14:23 If anyone loves me, he will observe my advice,
and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and
make our home with him.
__________________________________________________
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Martin Luther Rejected James
J. Lee Roberts. Lubbock, Texas.

Brother J. Lee wrote this letter to a friend and is copied with his
permission.
Dear D...,
I deeply appreciate your love for our Saviour and His teaching!
Your good studies touch on many important topics and I want
to express my thanks for all your efforts. But allow me to offer
the following thoughts about faith for your consideration:
By the time of Jesus Jewish traditions had made void the word
of God. (Matthew 15:1-9)
Ever since Luther rejected the inspired epistle of James,
because it disagreed with his own doctrine of faith only*
(James 2: 14 - 26), the Protestant theologians have
unintentionally made faith their saviour, when in biblical truth it is
faith working in love that gives ACCESS to the Saviour and His
grace, which no one can earn!! (Romans 5:2; Ephesians 3:12).
This is not intentional, but still a rejection of the big picture and
the biblical context. Theologians reject any mention of the
obedience of faith for fear they would teach that one can EARN
Salvation, which is impossible. But please consider these
among other scriptures that teach that obedience from the
heart is what God wants. (1 Corinthians 13:1-3, Romans 6:17). It
is possible to obey with improper motives when one tries to to
promote self righteousness by perfect keeping of works of the
Law Romans 10:3). No one was ever saved by works of the
Law (Romans 3:20) as even the great men of the Old
Testament were saved when they obeyed God's word and did
what He instructed them to do. IN EVERY CASE they were
saved by an obedience of faith. (Romans 1: 5; 16: 25 - 27;
Hebrews 11: 8, 17; Galatians 5:6). We have ACCESS to the
Saviour and His Grace through a faith working in love and
obedient to Divine instructions. This is faith in action as James
teaches as does ALL scripture. Those obedient to the teaching
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of Jesus as it comes to us by inspiration through the apostles
teaching beginning at Pentecost AFTER Christ's new covenant
became valid will have access to his wonderful promises of
remission of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit.
(Hebrews 9:15 - 22, Acts 2:30 - 43).
D..., please don't believe in me, I only want all of us to be
taught of God. (John 6:45). To God alone the praise, and may
He alone be our guide and not our traditions.
In Jesus,
J Lee
* Why Luther rejected James:
Martin Luther rejected the book [of James] as "a right strawy
epistle", because he thought that James contradicted Saint
Paul's view of justification by faith alone. [Douglas Ezell]
http://mb-soft.com/believe/txs/james.htm.
__________________________________________________

Finding Security
Luke 12:13-34
Ricci Gambino - Birmingham

A man interrupted Jesus while he was teaching. The man was
having an argument with his brother about money - a family
inheritance. He wanted Jesus to tell his brother to split the
inheritance with him. Jesus refused to get involved in the
argument. Instead, he told the parable of the Rich Fool.
And one of the company said to him, Master, speak to my
brother, that he divides the inheritance with me. Then He said
to him, "Man, who made me a judge or a divider over you?"
Then He said to them, Take heed, and beware of
covetousness: because a man’s life does not consist in the
abundance of the things which he possesses. So He spoke
a parable to them, saying:
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A certain rich man's land produced abundant crops and he
reasoned within himself, saying, "What shall I do, because I
have no room in which to put my produce?" Then he said,
"This is what I will do: I will demolish my barns and build bigger
ones and that is where I will store all my produce and my
goods. Then I will say to my soul, Soul, thou have much goods
laid up for many years, take it easy, eat, drink and be merry."
But God said to him, "Stupid man, this night your soul is
required from you. Now who will get all the riches you have
stored up for yourself?"
So it is with him who lays up treasure for himself and is not
rich toward God. [Luke 12:13-21]
The Rich Fool had a good year. His crop was bigger than he
needed. He decided to tear down his barn and build a bigger
one so that he could store it all. Then he would never have to
worry about anything again. But that very night, God told him
his time was up:
Foolish man! This very night your soul is required from you.
Now who will get all the riches you have stored up for
yourself? [Luke 12:20]
It's easy to look at the Rich Fool as being greedy. But his
problem was deeper than that. He was a man who wanted
security. He wanted to feel sure that no matter what
happened, he was going to be OK.
The point of Jesus’ parable was that there aren't any
guarantees like that in material possessions. None of us can
be sure that we'll wake up tomorrow! Any wealth or material
possessions we've accumulated can disappear overnight.
Jesus said that only God can give us a real guarantee of
security.
Whatever happens to us in this life, He will be with us, and we
can be sure that we will be with Him forever. If our relationship
with God is healthy, other needs will be taken care of, as well.
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We look around today and we see too many people playing
the lottery, betting on horses and such like, all trying to gain
material money to have security. But what happens when all
that money has gone? What then?
When you place your trust and security in things that you can
touch and see, it has a habit of letting you down.
Jesus said:
"Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also."
[Luke 12:34]
We show what's important to us by what we do. So where is
your treasure? What are you counting on for your security?
Jesus says that there is only one thing that we can really count
on, and that is our relationship with God through him:
Jesus said to him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no
man comes to the Father, but by me. [John 14:6].
If our relationship with him is right, then the other priorities in
our lives will be right, too.
You can’t take this earthly security with you when you die.
If you want daily and eternal security you need to know Jesus.
What happens when you only rely on money and possessions
to make you happy? All that can go if you lost your job backed
the wrong horse.
There is nothing wrong, let me add in having possessions, it’s
when those possessions become all you live for.
Consider Dorcas:
(When Peter was in Lydda) there was in Joppa a special
female disciple, named Tabitha, which interpreted, means
Doe, this woman was full of good works and kind acts which
she did all the time. ... However she became ill and died ...
Lydda being near Joppa, the disciples ... sent two men to
him, appealing to him to come to them without delay.
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When Peter arrived ... all the widows stood around him
weeping, showing coats and clothes that Dorcas was
making while she was with them. [Acts 9:36-39].
I recently took a funeral and in my address I said this:
"What will I leave behind at my death?"
We will leave behind every worldly possession.
We brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we will
carry nothing out [1 Timothy 6:6-10].
Since we can take nothing with us, why should we get so
wrapped up with "things"? The Lord Jesus says:
For what is a man profited, if he gains the whole world, and
loses his own soul?" [Matthew 16:24-26].
If you gained the whole world for your own, you would really
have nothing of any value in eternity.
Please think about long lasting security that will not only make
you happy here, knowing that you have that, but having it in
the life to come.
__________________________________________________

What is the Work of the Church
in the World?
James Neil - Skelmersdale

As with any question concerning Christian doctrine, We
should ensure that we teach and follow the word of
scripture. I would like to give some scriptural
references which have to do with various aspects of
this question of the work of the church in the world
because of the nature of the question. It would be
foolish of me to even pretend to cover its every aspect
but I hope that this article will give food for thought.
Firstly, it is made clear that everything which is done
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should be done to the glory of God.
To God only wise be glory through Jesus Christ
forever. [Romans 16:27]
To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and
majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever.
Amen. [Jude 1:25]
But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and
to the ministry of the word. [Acts 6:4]
These verses and many more throughout the
scriptures, make it absolutely clear that whatever work
the church does, is done to the glory of God.
What though, should these works consist of?
By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to
God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving
thanks to his name. [Hebrews 13:15]
Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season;
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and
doctrine. [2 Timothy 4:2]
Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.
[JUDE 1: 21]
Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven
men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and
wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business.
[Acts 6:3]
This last quotation had to do a problem arising in the
ministration of benevolence towards those in need.
We are inundated with various charities asking us to
make donations to the work they are doing should we
as the church respond to these cries for help?
We have a number of options, we can for example
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respond by simply making the donation asked for,
Or...we may feel that the church should not work with
these organisations but rather “Go it alone”,
Or ... should the church not involve itself at all in
benevolent work which may be viewed as “Secular”
work and stick to spreading the Gospel perhaps even
to the extent of refusing this kind of help to the
Brethren?
Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to
all men, especially to those who are of the
household of faith. [Galatians 6: 10]
See that none render evil for evil unto any man; but
ever follow that which is good, both among
yourselves, and to all men. [1 Thessalonians 5:15]
Whilst by the experiment of this ministration they
glorify God for your professed subjection unto the
gospel of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto
them, and unto all men. [2 Corinthians 9 : 13]
These are not all of the things which we could put
under the heading of this article but for each thing I
have quoted chapter and verse. I assure you, you will
find other references.
Should the church seek to bring glory to God's name?
Should all majesty, dominion and power be
accorded to Him?
Should we praise Him continually?
Should both prayer and ministry be part of the
work of the church?
__________________________________________________
Colossians 3:17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God
and the Father by him.
__________________________________________________
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On its way: farm, coalmine and industrial effluent
pour into the river. Would you drink that water?
The Christianity revealed in the New Testament is
pure at source. Down the centuries it has been
adulterated by new doctrines and practices. If we
are to please God by worshipping Him in Spirit and
in Truth, then we must enthusiastically remove the
accumulated dross of ages and resort to the original
worship as revealed in the New Testament.
Sadly there are several modern translations based
on seriosly defective Alexandrian texts, However, the
Byzantine Greeks have carefully copied the original
Koine Greek text of the New Testament down the
centuries, even where they do not follow its teaching.
So a good translation of this text will help us to know
how the Lord God wants us to worship Him.

______________________________________
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Those Other Beatitudes
Derek L Daniell, Tunbridge Wells.

Most Bible readers are familiar with the beatitudes of Jesus
recorded in Matthew 5:3-11. They are so called because the
word “beatitude” means “supreme blessed of happiness”.
Jesus is telling us who is blessed and why. But there are other
“beatitudes”, or pronouncements of blessedness in the Bible,
each of which also tell us who is blessed and why. These are
also important lessons that need our attention.
Blessed are those who lawless deeds are forgiven and
whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man against whom
the Lord will not count his sin. (Romans 4:7-8).
This is a quote from Psalm 32:1-6. The blessedness was not
that God did not charge man with sin, but that God forgave
man when he acknowledged his sin. Our blessing comes
because we are no longer separated from God, [Isaiah 59:2].
Blessed because in seeking and returning to Him he will have
compassion and abundantly pardon us, [Isaiah 55:6-7].
If we confess our sin, He is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness, (1.John 1:9).
Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for
when he had stood the test he will receive the crown of life.
(James 1:7).
This blessing came not because he was tempted, but that he
endured, [Revelation 2:10]. This is the crown of victory for those
who have fought the good fight, finished the race and kept the
faith, [2.Timothy 4:6-8]. With the help of God we are able to
endure temptation [1.Corinthians 10:13]. As we run the race of life
we have in Jesus, our great priest, our example. He was tempted
as we are, yet without sin and in confidence we can receive
mercy and find grace to help in time of need, [Hebrews 4:14-16].
Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of
this prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it.
(Revelation 1:3).
There is always a blessing in reading the word of God.
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The complete blessing is ours when we hear and keep what is
written, James reminds us that we need to be doers of the
word, not only hearers:
But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty
and perseveres … will be blessed in his doing. (James 1:23-25)
Jesus ended his sermon on the mount with these words:
Everyone who hears these words of mine and does them,
will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock.
(Matthew 7:24-27)
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on,
"Blessed indeed" says the Spirit that they may rest from
their labours. (Revelation 14:13)
At our baptism we become sons of God through faith and we
put on Christ and as Abraham's descendants, become heirs
according to His promise, [Galatians 3:26-29], We also find the
rest that remains for the people of God, [Hebrews 4:9]. Like
Abraham we look forward to the city that has foundations
whose architect and builder is God, [Hebrews 11:10, 39-40].
Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may
have the right to the tree of life and that they may enter the
city by the gates. (Revelation 22:14)
This blessing that was lost in the Garden of Eden is restored
because they have been washed in the blood of the Lamb,
[Revelation 7:13-17]. They now have the right to enter by the
gates into the New Jerusalem and partake of the tree of life.
This is the promise of Jesus to those who are “faithful unto
death” and who will be given the crown of life [Revelation 2:10].
The apostle Paul reminds us that we can be more than
conquerors through Jesus who loves us, [Romans 8:37-38].
Are you fighting the good fight, will you be among the blessed?
__________________________________________________
Fight the good good fight of faith. Lay hold on eternal life.
1.Timothy 6:12

__________________________________________________
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The Apostle - Simon Peter
Jonathan Ashurst, Byron, GA

When Jesus met Simon, he renamed him Peter, “which is by
interpretation, A stone” (John 1:38-42). This name highlights
Peter’s bold personality. Throughout his life Peter grew in his faith
whilst learning to place his confidence in Jesus and not in himself.
One day, Jesus preached from Peter’s fishing boat and caused
a miraculous catch of fish. In response, Peter and his friends left
their nets behind and followed Jesus. [Luke 5:1-11] Peter was to
be an involved witness of many more miracles during Jesus’
ministry, including the healing of Peter’s own mother-in-law
[Matthew 8:14-15], the walking on the water [Matthew. 14:28-31],
the purification of a woman with a twelve-year haemorrhage
[Luke 8:45], the resurrection of Jairus’ daughter from the dead
[Mark 5:37, Luke 8:51], the cursing of a fruitless fig tree [Mark
11:21], the miraculous provision of the tax money and the
Passover room [Matthew 17:24-27, Luke 22:7-13], the glorification
of Christ at the transfiguration [Matthew 17:1-8, Mark 9:2-8, Luke
9:28-36], the restoring of Malchus’ ear [John 18:10-11, Luke 22:4951], and the interactions with Jesus after the resurrection [Luke
24:12, John 20:1-10, 1.Corinthians 15:5]. After Jesus’ resurrection,
when Peter and several other disciples were fishing but not
catching anything, Jesus appeared to them on shore and told
them to cast their nets on the other side of the boat; just as at
the beginning of his ministry, they suddenly had a bountiful catch
[John 21:1-14]. Because of his bold trust in Jesus, Peter was able
to see and sometimes participate in such amazing experiences.
When Jesus asked his disciples whom they thought he was,
Peter proclaimed their faith that Jesus was the the promised
Messiah. Jesus praised Peter for his faith and promised him the
keys of the kingdom of heaven. Later, Peter would indeed be
instrumental in introducing both Jews and Gentiles to the
kingdom of heaven. At the time of his confession, although Peter
realized Jesus was the Messiah, he still did not have a full
understanding of the Messiah’s mission. When Jesus foretold his
suffering, death, and resurrection, Peter began to rebuke him.
Jesus told Peter that following him necessitated self-sacrifice and
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denial of worldly methods [Matthew 16:13-28, Mark 8:27-38].
At various times, Jesus stressed to Peter the importance of
forgiveness [Matthew 18:21-35], service [John 13:1-10], and
inner righteousness [Matthew 15:1-20]. Jesus warned about
difficult times to come and the trials his disciples would suffer
for the kingdom, but reminded them of the great rewards
[Matthew 19:27-29, Mark 10:28-30, Mark 13, Luke 18:28-30].
Peter and the others had sacrificed a great deal for Jesus, but
their faith was severely tested when Jesus was arrested [Luke
22:31-32]. In the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus asked Peter
and the others to pray with him, but they fell asleep [Matthew
26:37-43, Mark 14:33-40]. Earlier that evening, Jesus had
predicted that he would be betrayed and denied. Peter was
confused about Jesus’ impending suffering, asking where
Jesus was going [John 13:36] and who the betrayer would be
[John 13:21-24]. When Peter affirmed his loyalty, Jesus
prophesied that Peter would deny him three times before the
cock crowed [Matthew 26:33-34, Mark 14:29-31, Luke 22:33-34,
John 13:37-38]. Later, Peter did deny Jesus three times. Then he
remembered Jesus’ prediction. He was grieved and wept bitterly
[Matthew 26:69-75, Mark 14:66-72, Luke 22:54-62, John 18:15-27].
After the resurrection, when Jesus asked Peter about the level
of his devotion, Peter could only reply that he admired Jesus.
His confidence was no longer in himself, but in Christ. So Jesus
asked Peter to feed his “sheep” [John 21:14-22]. Peter would
eventually become an elder in the church [1 Peter 5:1-3].
Along with the other apostles, Peter was instrumental in
spreading the borders of the kingdom among the Jews,
Samaritans, and Gentiles [Acts 1:8]. In Acts 1:15-22, Peter
explained that prophecy had foretold Judas Iscariot’s betrayal
and subsequent replacement by Matthias as an apostle. Soon
afterwards, at the day of Pentecost, Peter and the other
apostles were all together when “cloven tongues like as of
fire… sat upon each of them.” They began to share the good
news in the foreign languages of all the Jews who had
gathered together. Peter’s speech, to those of Judaea, is
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recorded for us in Acts 2.
Multiple times, the authorities tried to stop the apostles from
preaching, but Peter boldly stated that they were obligated and
compelled to share the good news. The Lord miraculously
delivered Peter from prison on several occasions.
[Acts 1:1-23; 1:1-42; 12:1-19]
As an apostle, Peter preached the gospel and confirmed it with
signs, such as healing those with palsy [Acts 3:1-10, 9:33-35]
denouncing those with hidden sins [Acts 5:1-12, 8:14-24], and
raising a woman from the dead. [Acts 9:36-42]
When the good news spread to Samaria, Peter and John went
to pray and lay their hands of them “that they might receive the
Holy Spirit.” (Acts 8:14-17) Later, the borders of the kingdom
opened to the Gentiles. After receiving a divine revelation,
Peter went to share the good news with Cornelius and his
household, and the first Gentiles were welcomed into the
church [Acts 10]. Peter later explained to the Jews that God
had made it plain by visions and the miraculous imparting of
the Holy Spirit that the kingdom was now open to the Gentiles
[Acts 11:1-18]. He assured them that Gentiles would not be
saved by keeping the law of Moses, but “through the grace of
the LORD Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as they.” (Acts
15:7-11)
Peter continued to accept the Gentiles, but focused mainly on
reaching the Jews. Though highly respected, Peter sought to
exalt Christ, not himself. Peter recognized that God had
chosen Paul as an apostle to the Gentiles. Once, however,
Paul had to publicly upbraid Peter for hypocritically avoiding
the Gentiles when certain people were around.
[Galatians chapter 2, compare 1.Corinthians chapters 1 to 3]
Though he made mistakes, Peter learned from these mistakes
and grew more mature. In his later years. He wrote two letters:
1st.Peter and 2nd.Peter. His first letter encourages us to
remain faithful through the trials we face. His second letter
reminds us of the truth of the gospel, witnessed by the
apostles and foretold by the prophets. He warns against false
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prophets and scoffers, encouraging us to prepare for the day
of the Lord. Through the years, Peter’s wife was a faithful
companion [1 Corinthians 9:5]
Jesus saw a great deal of potential in this impetuous fisherman
from Galilee, making him into a bold “fisher of men,” who opened
the kingdom to both Jews and Samaritans, and also to Gentiles.
__________________________________________________

BRINGING PEOPLE TO THE CHURCH
Kim J Boland, Abergavenny.

I was recently interested in a question posted on a linked in
site. “how do we bring people to the Church”. The answers
suggested centred primarily around presenting a social gospel
and providing food and social activities for people.
This is probably a good way to bring people into church
buildings, but is it a way to bring people to the Church that
Christ built?
I imagine we could hold a week of lessons on this subject, as it
centres much on the role and place of the Church today, as
well as on evangelism, and meeting peoples’ needs.
What is the message that we need to bring to the world? In
John we are told that when the Spirit came he would "will
convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness
and judgement:” (John 16:8). The modern world seeks to avoid
these unpopular and “old fashioned” views. The religious world
seeks to tell us that all roads to “God” are the same, and that
the real concern is that people should live “good” lives.
What does Jesus tell us about guilt in regard to sin?: “in regard
to sin, because men do not believe in me;” (John 16:9). Sin is
not believing in Jesus. Paul tells us in 1.Corinthians chapter 15:
16

For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been
raised either. 17And if Christ has not been raised, your faith
is futile; you are still in your sins.
Jesus died to bring salvation! But not everyone is saved by his
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death. We need to believe in Him to be saved. Thus Peter told
those gathered at Pentecost:
Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other
name under heaven given to men by which we must be
saved. (Acts chapter 4:12)
Our message needs to be clear that there is no other way to
God. We are surrounded by political correctness, where
various religions seek unity and reconciliation, and try to teach
us that leading a good life is more important than our belief.
Peter later continued this thought in 1 Peter chapter 3:
18

For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the
unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in
the body but made alive by the Spirit,….
Belief in Jesus’ death and resurrection will save us, if we show
our acceptance of that teaching by entering into that death
and resurrection:
21

and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you
also - not the removal of dirt from the body but the appeal*
of a good conscience toward God. [It saves you] by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ,…” [*see endnote - editor]
In conclusion, our message and appeal to people must be of
the only saving relationship with God, and not with a social
gospel. The New Testament shows us so many examples of
preaching and teaching which led to immediate baptism; The
Ethiopian said to Philip:
“Look! Water! What prevents me from being baptised?”
(Acts 8:36).
So, starting with the Prophet Isaiah, Philip had clearly taught
the life and death and resurrection of our Lord, and followed
on with how we are to enter into that life. The Ethiopian was in
no doubt of his next steps.
I have been concerned in observing much “social” ministering,
in which, after many visits, the visitors have not had this
message taught to them. The Ethiopian asked Philip, when
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asked if he understood the passage he was reading, and thus
leads us as to what we should be doing.
He said, “Well, how could I, unless someone guides me?”
And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. (Acts 8:31)
We must bring people to the “Church” by being open in our
desire to guide and teach them. Back door social events,
whether for the old or young (such as youth groups) will only
bring people to the Church building.
Paul concluded his discussion in Athens by telling the people:
“Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not
think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone - an
image made by man’s design and skill.” 30In the past God
overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all
people everywhere to repent. 31For he has set a day when
he will judge the world with justice by the man he has
appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising
him from the dead.” (Acts 17:29-31)
We cannot escape the need to convict the world, with the
Spirits help, of “sin, righteousness and judgement”. Let us be
clear that although in the past God overlooked ignorance; He
does not today. He requires people to repent. Our life on this
earth is our last opportunity!
Let us not seek to bring a social gospel, but a gospel of the
death and resurrection of our Lord, that we may not be
answerable for the judgement of those we have failed to teach.
__________________________________________________
*eperwthma is a legal term meaning 'an appeal.' In baptism the
repentant believer is appealing to the LORD. For example
Ananias told Paul to be baptised and wash away his sins
"calling on the name of the LORD" [Acts 22:16, 23:1].
A "good conscience" does not mean sinless. It means a
genuine conscience. Paul said he had always "lived in all good
conscience." [Acts 23:1] Even though he called himself the chief
of sinners [1.Timothy 1:16], he was always genuine - (Editor).
__________________________________________________
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Micah’s Levite
Temptations faced by full time church ministers.
James Lim, Lavender, Singapore

We all face temptations. There is one weakness faced
by a paid preacher that has long term implications on
the flock he shepherds.
A professional preacher like a Levite has no source of
income except from the church. His salary, medical
benefits, children’s education, retirement fund etc. are
fully dependent on the existence of the church. The
larger the church the higher chance of a bigger salary.
A church of dwindling membership is a cause for
concern for his “rice bowl”. It may be hard for him to
accept that “increase belongs to the Lord”.
Consciously or unwittingly, he must ensure his church
survives. Thus it is not a surprise that, in his moment
of weakness, secular methods are employed to make
God’s message more palatable on order to draw the
crowd in.
Such a situation is found in Judges 17 about Micah’s
Levite. Micah’s mother was thankful that her son
returned the silver he took earlier without informing
her. She decided to thank the Lord by making idols
(verse 3). Micah then consecrated his own son to be a
priest for all his house of gods. One day, a Levite came
sojourning. Behold, a pure bred qualified person is
here!! He was invited to be Micah’s priest. In a time
when “every man did that which was right in his own
eyes” (verse 6), what should a Levite do when faithful
temple worship was no more in fashion?
For his own survival, this Levite was struggling to obey
"Man shall not live by bread alone" and he buckled
under pressure. He had to eke out a living, ensuring he
“brought the bacon home.” He became a priest for
Micah and his idols, instead of showing Micah the way
of the Lord. The Levite certainly had his “rice bowl”
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filled, shelter and financial support (Judges 17:10-13).
As a result, Micah arrived at a false belief that he stood
righteous before God (verse 13).
Subsequent experience should have taught him a
lesson. Instead, the leaven spread. That one
compromise, lead him into an even more serious
compromise. [Read Judges chapter 18 verse 1 to 20].
__________________________________________________

Security in Christ Jesus [part 1]
Izu Egege. Sheffield.

It all started on the hilly banks of the Galilean sea just after
winning His victory over the Devil. He has started His mission
on Earth-man’s redemption.
For the prophet had written about God’s eternal plan for man:
For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the
LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future
and a hope. (Jeremiah 29:11).
Also, Isaiah had written:
The glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall
see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.
(Isaiah 40:5).
God has revealed His glory by the great signs and wonders
performed by Jesus Christ: The lame walked, the blind saw,
the hungry were fed, the dead were raised, the list went on
endlessly. Hence, the by-word became, "come and see." The
hills of Zebulun and Naphtali were filled with curious souls
wanting to be filled with the divine message from on high.
Jesus therefore started making His pronouncement of
blessings commonly known as beatitudes. These blessings
are for those who believe!
His invitation is for all, promising eternal well-being for all who
accept Him. He therefore announced:
Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what
you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what
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you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more
than clothing? (Matthew 6:25, 6:33).
Jesus Christ invites all to come to him:
28
Come to Me, all you who labour and are heavy laden, and
I will give you rest. 29Take My yoke upon you and learn from
Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest
for your souls. (Matthew 11:28-29).
What firmer assurance can one get better than this? All our
earthly needs He pleads for us not to worry about. The bills,
the clothing, the mortgages, feeding, etc.. These are the basic
needs that make us all to loose sleep. He, by this singular
pronouncement, has taken away all our life’s burdens. He
pleads for us all to lean upon His shoulders and trust in Him to
provide all our needs. What other form of security do we need?
Consider what you may be told is security in this life, money to
spend on life’s pleasures, and pleasures to secure happiness?
How the Devil has been deceiving us all with the same old trick
beats me. Who says money can buy happiness? Why then do
millionaires commit suicide? Why are millionaires left with
broken homes? Why do millionaires take drugs as a means to
run away from their self imposed complications in life? And yet,
year after year, people kill for money, divorces, children run
away from home, people sell their soul to the Devil for money
and whatever other security they want in life. How foolish?
If you have already accepted Jesus invitation, consider the
blessings he has freely given to us all:
22
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, self-control.
Against such there is no law. (Galatians 5:22-23).
Love: Unconditional Love to all.
Joy: A great feeling of pleasure and happiness
Peace: Freedom from disturbance; tranquillity
Long-suffering: Having or showing patience in spite of
troubles, especially those caused by other people
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Kindness: The quality of being friendly, generous, and
considerate.
Goodness: The quality of being good
Faithfulness: The quality of being faithful; fidelity
Gentleness: Considerate or kindly in disposition; amiable
and tender
Self-control: The ability to control oneself, in particular one's
emotions and desires, especially in difficult situations.
If one was to sell these blessings for money, how much do you
think they are worth? How do you quantify these qualities in
monetary terms? They are simply priceless! This is our lifestyle
and much more. We forgive totally and never pay back evil for
evil. No religion on Earth offers better. We are very peaceful.
There is life only in Christ Jesus:
He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son
of God does not have life. (1.John 5:12).
OUR LIFESTYLE
We are simply Christians and we urge you to consider our
lifestyle and see if you would love to be just as we are. Our
lifestyle is summarised by the following Bible verses:
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Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to
what is good. 10Be kindly affectionate to one another with
brotherly love,in honour giving preference to one another;
11
not lacking in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;
12
rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly
in prayer; 13distributing to the needs of the saints, given to
hospitality. 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not
curse. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those
who weep. 16Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not
set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble.
Do not be wise in your own opinion. 17Repay no one evil for
evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. 18If it
is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with
all men. 19Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give
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place to wrath; for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will
repay," says the Lord. 20Therefore "If your enemy is hungry,
feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you
will heap coals of fire on his head." 21Do not be overcome by
evil, but overcome evil with good. (Romans 12:9-21)
What a very peaceful world we would have had should all
embrace Christ Jesus, just as we have embraced him. The
blessings that are in Christ Jesus are simply beyond measure.
And the world would have been better. Yet, the world hates us
so much and even wants us dead.
OUR ETERNAL HOPE
Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe
also in Me. 2"In My Father's house are many mansions; if it
were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place
for you. 3"And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you
may be also. 4"And where I go you know, and the way you
know." (John14:1-4).
It is only in Jesus Christ that a firm promise of eternity of bliss
and peace on earth is found. This he pronounced at the
beginning of His ministry, with the beatitudes at the hills of
Capernaum. "Blessed are you…!" For Jesus himself had said:
"I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me”. (John 14:6).
We live as the image of God almighty. That is who we are, His
image:
Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man
with his deeds, 10and have put on the new man who is
renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who
created him, 11where there is neither Greek nor Jew,
circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave
nor free, but Christ is all and in all. 12Therefore, as the elect
of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness,
humility, meekness, long-suffering. (Colossians 3:9-11).
__________________________________________________
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GO!
Ken Lewis, Abergavaney

"Go into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature"
(Mark 16:15)
Is this a verse all of us should be familiar with? Or are we
prepared to leave it up to the leaders of the congregation we
meet with?
It is the duty of the Christian man or woman to reach out to the
lost of this world. There are plenty who are searching as did
the Bereans in Acts17:11.
Have you ever noticed there are two types of people in this
world, the ones that know it all and the ones like those from
Berea that searched the Scriptures to see if what Paul had told
them was the Truth. In the first type we have in Acts 17:5 the
Jews that didn’t believe and started to stir up trouble in
Thessalonica for Paul and Silas, which was the reason they
were sent to Berea [Acts17:10].
What was Paul doing? He was preaching about Jesus. What we,
in our day, should be doing. How many of us, when we are out
shopping, stop and talk to people and mention what Jesus has
done for us? I like to talk to young mothers with their babies in
the push chairs and prams. The Lord is giving me an opportunity
to tell them of our Master who died on the cross for them.
All too often we miss opportunities by being like those Jews in
Thessalonica, thinking we are better than the people we are
trying to save! Yes we have been washed in the blood of the
Lamb that’s only the start of our walk with the Saviour. We will
be tried and tested. Satan is for ever like a serpent trying to
get us back into his kingdom and he will if we are not strong in
the Faith. There are those that say “once saved always
saved.” Don’t believe it:
For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened
and have tasted of the heavenly gift and were made
partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted of the good
word of God and the powers of the world to come, if they
should fall away to renew them again unto repentance
seeing they crucify the Son of God afresh and put Him to
shame. (Hebrews 6:4 -6)
Yes, like the Jews in Acts chapter seventeen verse five, if we
are not careful we can fall into the same trap - “We know
15

better than you!” - a time bomb waiting to go off, that can
cause a brother or sister to fall away or drive away a contact.
During my lifetime I’ve often heard it said that God’s worst
enemy is the Christian.
A Christian is a servant and we should be serving one another
with humility putting others before ourselves no matter how
much it hurts our pride!
______________________________________________________

Buy the truth and sell it not. (Proverbs 23:23)
______________________________________________________
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New Testament Principles - 3
Translating documents is not plain sailing.
"Equivalence" can be difficult to achieve. It follows
that there is no such thing as a perfect translation,
not even of the Bible. Also, theological and cultural
biases tend to come through in Bible translations.
Even so, of the translations in general use, I
recommend the King James Version (known to us in
the UK as the Authorised Version. AV) as still the
most accurate. The choice of text was wisely thought
out, but, there are some translation mistakes, it has
ecclesiastical bias and the language is archaic.
However our seniors taught us how to handle these
problems.1 This does not seem to be happening now
with newer translations. This needs to be rectified.
The New King James Version was an attempt to
re-vamp the Authorised Version into modern English,
but even that has several changes in meaning.
The various editions of the New International Version
are probably the most popular. That might mainly be
because they are easy to read. In some places it is
more accurate than the King James,2 but are we
aware of NIV problems and can we handle them.
I do not know any newer translations in general use
that do not lean heavily on the "Alexandrian" texts,
particularly on the "Sinaiticus." Also several of the
newer translations, being liberal paraphrases, are
unsuitable for serious Bible study. So I am
suggesting that in our studies we compare the AV
with the NIV and if there are serious differences we
should try to find out what is correct.
To be continued.

______________________________________
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Benevolence
James Lim, Lavender, Singapore

Benevolence is a word not found in the Bible but there are
ample laws and examples which encourage God’s people to
be compassionate to the weak and the poor.
Israel was unlike other pagan nations. It was a theocracy for
many years before they started itching for a human king. God
gave them laws so unique that like a beacon on a hill, they
were to draw the attention of the pagans to Jehovah.
Surely I have taught you statutes and judgments, just as the
LORD my God commanded me, that you should act
according to them in the land which you go to possess.
Therefore be careful to observe them; for this is your
wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the
peoples who will hear all these statutes, and say, ‘Surely
this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’
(Deuteronomy 4:5-6)
People are watching us.
The intended response from the pagans:
For what great nation is there that has God so near to it, as
the LORD our God is to us, for whatever reason we may call
upon Him? And what great nation is there that has such
statutes and righteous judgments as are in all this law which
I set before you this day? (Deuteronomy 4:7-8)
Wow! How did this bunch of ex-slaves from Egypt think of such
laws to organize themselves?
Such queries would naturally lead to the ultimate question: What
kind of God do they worship? In Matthew 16:15 Jesus asked,
"But whom do you say that I am?"
The laws of Moses given by God were for both the Israelites
and non-Israelites who lived in God’s community.
You shall have the same law for the stranger and for one
from your own country; for I am the LORD your God.
(Leviticus 24:22)
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A. The OT laws pertaining to benevolence:
1. Excess crops for the poor:
You may own the harvest but do leave some behind for the
poor and allow them to pick any leftover
When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not
wholly reap the corners of your field, nor shall you gather
the gleanings of your harvest. And you shall not glean your
vineyard, nor shall you gather every grape of your vineyard;
you shall leave them for the poor and the stranger: I am the
LORD your God (Leviticus 19:9-10)
2. Excess crops for widows, fatherless and aliens:
Do not deliberately squeeze maximum profit or yield for
yourself.
When you reap your harvest in your field, and forget a sheaf
in the field, you shall not go back to get it; it shall be for the
stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, that the LORD your
God may bless you in all the work of your hands. When you
beat your olive trees, you shall not go over the boughs
again; it shall be for the stranger, the fatherless, and the
widow. When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, you
shall not glean it afterward; it shall be for the stranger, the
fatherless, and the widow. (Deuteronomy 24:19-22)
Why?
See verse 22: And you shall remember that you were a slave in
the land of Egypt; therefore I command you to do this thing
Remember we were once slaves too. Remember we were
once lost in sin as well.
3. How should the underprivileged respond?:
Gather only what you need. Just as the well- endowed should
be considerate, so the poor and the weak should reciprocate
as well. The underprivileged are also expected to be
reasonable and responsible. Poverty does not excuse us from
greed and covetousness
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When you come into your neighbour’s vineyard, you may
eat your fill of grapes at your pleasure, but you shall not put
any in your container. When you come into your neighbour’s
standing grain, you may pluck the heads with your hand, but
you shall not use a sickle on your neighbour’s standing
grain. (Deuteronomy 23:24-25)
4. Lending to the poor:
No usury was allowed in God’s community
If one of your brethren becomes poor, and falls into poverty
among you, then you shall help him, like a stranger or a
sojourner, that he may live with you. Take no usury or
interest from him; but fear your God, that your brother may
live with you. You shall not lend him your money for usury,
nor lend him your food at a profit. (Leviticus 25:35-38)
Why?
I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, to give you the land of Canaan and to be your God.
We should not make profit out of the misfortune and misery of
our brethren. Whatever we have is from God who brought us out
of our spiritual Egypt and blessed us bountifully in our spiritual
Canaan, land of milk and honey.
Who is our God? See Psalm 68:5 "A father of the fatherless,
and a judge of the widows, is God in his holy habitation."
B. In the New Testament:
5. Pure religion
Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is
this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep
oneself unspotted from the world. (James 1:27)
6. Concerns of the apostles
and when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be
pillars, perceived the grace that had been given to me, they
gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, that we
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should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised. They
desired only that we should remember the poor, the very
thing which I also was eager to do. (Galatians 2:9-10)
Are we as eager?
__________________________________________________

Examples in Prayer
Derek L Daniell

The Bible is filled with accounts of people whose lives seem to
have been filled with prayer. Seeing how they and others
benefited from their communion with God will help us to better
appreciate the greatest force on earth, and will assist us in
praying more frequently during our own earthly sojourn. Let us
consider some typical prayers.
The Exemplary Entreaty of Abraham [Genesis 18:23-33]
Abraham is a good example of an intercessor. In his dialogue
with God concerning the fate of Sodom, he implored Him to
spare that wicked city for the sake of ten righteous people. The
Lord promised that he would but unfortunately ten could not be
found. However when Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed,
“God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst
of the overthrow” (Genesis 19:29). Thus it appears that Lot was
spared, at least in part, because of his uncle’s intercession.
Moses Atoning Prayer for Israel [Exodus 32:30-35]
Moses pleaded with God not to reject Israel for their sin in
worshipping a golden calf. Fearing that God would reject His
people he prayed that God would forgive them. “But if not,
please blot me out of the book that you have written”(v32).
God assured Moses that his name would not be blotted out
and that he was to lead His forgiven people to the land He
had promised them.
The Pitiful Plea of Hannah [1 Samuel 1:9-16]
Hannah is the model for earnest prayer, “In bitterness of soul”
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she “prayed unto the Lord, and wept sore” because she was
barren and wanted a child, A woman of a sorrowful spirit she
poured out her soul before the Lord,” speaking “out of the
abundance of complaint and grief”. Truly she was among the
“poor in spirit” of whom Jesus said, “theirs is the kingdom of
heaven” [Matthew 5:5]. Hannah’s plea did not fall on deaf ears
for the Lord heard her appeal and gave her a child. That child
became one of Israel’s greatest judges and anointed two kings.
The Royal Request of Solomon [1 Kings 3:5-9]
When God told Solomon to ask whatever he wanted, it was
implied that the request would be granted. Solomon, of
course, asked for wisdom. In doing this he became a pattern
for us. God has also Promised to give us whatsoever we ask
of Him, [Matthew 7:7-11], and He has specifically said that we
can ask for wisdom [James 1:5].
The Positive Petition of Hezekiah
[2 Kings 19:14-19; Isaiah 37:14-20]
Hezekiah characteristically took his problems to God in
complete reliance upon Him, which is not only to be admired,
but also imitated. God will always answer petitions that are in
harmony with His promises. God had promised Hezekiah
protection [19:7] so the king had His word as the foundation of
his faith. So it is even today, when our prayers are based upon
the promises of God, they will be answered [1 John 3:21-22].
The Contrite Confession of David [Psalm 51]
David points out in this Psalm (which was probably written
after his adultery with Bathsheba and murder of Uriah), we
must be broken hearted over our sins, if we would petition God
for pardon [v17]. Here we have the ideal request for mercy,
one that includes an admission of guilt.
The Intercession of Jesus [John 17]
Knowing of His imminent death on the cross, Jesus shows His
concern for his disciples. He prays to His Father to keep and
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guard them from the evil one [vv12-15]. Jesus has the same
concern for all those who believe in Him [John 10:28-29]. Jesus
also asks that they be sanctified in the Truth, that all those who
believe in Him may be one, as He and his Father are one
[vv20-21]. That all His disciples can share His glory
[Colossians 3:1-3; 1 John 3:2].
__________________________________________________

Security in Christ Jesus [part 2 of 2]
Izu Egege. Sheffield.

WHY IS THERE SO MUCH SUFFERING?

It is a question many ask, if our God is real and good as we
claim, why does He allow so much suffering and wars? Firstly,
God created us as free moral agents with free will. The problem
is, we do not want to accept the consequences of our silly
decisions in life. We tend to push the blame to someone else or
pick on God for our own faults or failures. No one takes an
aeroplane to 400 feet above the ground, knowing that it has no
fuel to bring him down, unless he is on a suicide mission. It is
natural that the laws of God will force the aeroplane down and
could certainly result in fatality. Do you turn around to blame
God? Also, sometimes things happen to the glory of God. We
are frail and fallible. We get ill and generally, things happen to
us and we sit back and wonder why.
Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but
that the works of God should be revealed in him (John 9:3).
Yes, some events in our life ultimately bring glory to God.
And we know that all things work together for good to those
who love God, to those who are the called according to His
purpose. (Romans 8:28).
When trouble comes, we are taught to lean on God’s
unchanging hands, trusting that he will certainly make all
things to work out to His glory. Suffering and bad times remind
us all of a better home where we should all be working hard to
be. Paul wrote further:
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For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not
worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be
revealed in us. (Romans 8:18)
God wants us to fully depend on Him in all things and in all
situations.
Finally, Paul reflecting on his own peculiar circumstances wrote:
35
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written: "For Your
sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep
for the slaughter." 37Yet in all these things we are more than
conquerors through Him who loved us. 38For I am
persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor
principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to
come, 39nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing,
shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:35-39)
Therefore we urge all men everywhere to be just as we are:
simply Christians. It is only in Christ Jesus that genuine and
lasting security in this life and in the life to come is found.
__________________________________________________

The Eyes of Our Heart
J.W. Wealand. West Valley Church of Christ, Glendale, Arizona.

Jesus the Christ, could actually see faith because his human
heart has eyes, and ours do too.
In the gospel story of Jesus healing people, Matthew tells us in
Matthew 9:1-9 about faith being seen. How can God see our
faith in the power of Christ? Did those people and the
paralysed man know Jesus wanted to heal their friend? They
believed he did and took action to show they believed. That
faith in action motivated the heart of God in Jesus to respond
with forgiveness, then healing.
The most important healing anyone can experience is spiritual.
The human heart has a sin problem that infects us and
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demands healing. The Apostle Paul prayed that the eyes of
our hearts could be enlightened [Ephesians 1:18], the
implication being that sin actually darkens our eyes and ruins
our spiritual eyesight. God wants us to see faith because his
life is based on faith [Romans 1:17]. He doesn't want us to miss
out on real abundant spiritual life, which you too can see by
believing in his word. Let Him instruct you in this beautiful
sight.
Another great virtue that we have the ability to see is grace.
Yes, the encourager Barnabas actually saw grace [Acts 11:2123]. Grace was in the form of people becoming Christians
through faith in the promise of God's word, instructing us and
them to be baptised for the forgiveness of our sins, and to
receive the gift of His Holy Spirit. Faith isn't something only
Apostles can see. It is for us all to see. The words for "the eyes
of our hearts" is plural, meaning all of us, have this capacity.
Can you believe the words of God?
He is love and yes, we can see even love [1.John 3:16-18]. The
only aspect of God's love that we can not see, is the absolute
glory of His love. No man has seen God himself, but his nature
and virtues belong to those who believe. Faith is our victory,
[1.John 5:4]. The Apostles knew they needed their faith to
increase, and they were not even sick. Their growth and life
depended on faith growing [Luke 17:5].
Jesus had the courage to denounce his critics and label them
with evil hearts for one single reason: it was because the
Pharisees used his desire to forgive, as a rule to break, which in
their eyes would sully his character, they used a law about
having the right to forgive, against Jesus as if he did not have
the authority to act or even speak on behalf of God. The critics
of Christ today simply to do not have faith in the love of God
giving promises. The Pharisees believed Jesus dishonoured
God, in claiming divine prerogatives or claiming to speak for
God when he really does not have the right or power, which
would be blaspheming God, If anyone brought God down to a
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human level and made his work or word seem common, that
was blasphemous to them. Yet the Pharisees knew as well as
the friends of the paralysed man that Jesus was working
miracles. They had already in their mind, ruled that if his power
to work miracles was not from God, then it was from the devil.
What is our faith truly like? Our faith emulates one of two things:
it either emulates the word of God, as in the kind of faith the
apostles had, or it emulates the word or actions of men.
The one Faith God is looking for today is described by Paul as
"One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism" (Eph. 4:5). Do you live by
faith, or do you live by sight [2.Corinthians 5:7]. Do you see
love in the promises of God? Our heart's forgiveness is more
important than our body. The Bible teaches us that there are
three virtues we can see with the eyes of our heart:
1. Jesus saw faith [Matthew 9:2]
2. Barnabas saw grace [Acts 11:23]
3. John saw love [1.John 3:16-19]
We have eyes that can see [Ephesians 1:18] if they are healed
by Christ as our doctor [Matthew 9:12-13]. The healing of our
heart is more important than the healing of our body. Do you
believe this? The Spirit of God writes in Hebrews 4:13:
No creature is hidden from God but everything is
naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we
must render an account.
What do you believe God sees?
__________________________________________________

Creation or Evolution; does it matter?
Kim J Boland, Abergavenny.

We are surrounded with evolutionary thinking. Good nature
programmes will tell us that animals are the way they are
because they evolved for millions of years and the world is the
way it is for the same reasons. Does it make any difference
whether we accept this teaching or reject it?
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Clearly this teaching is not scriptural. Genesis 1 and 2 tells us
that everything was created in six days, after which God rested
on the seventh day. We may not ignore these two chapters as
God reminds us of this creation often:
But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in
it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy
daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy
cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: 11 For in six
days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all
that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the
LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.
(Exodus 20:10-11). See also Leviticus 23:23.
The only reason to reject a creation of six days is to meet
modern theories of evolution which try to suggest the world’s
“creation” took place over millions of years. Our question here
must be; should we try to reconcile the Bible to Science or
Science to the Bible? If we accept the Bible as being the word
of God, we have no need to try to make the Bible fit Science.
The Bible can be shown to have taught science beyond man’s
understanding. Douglas Hamp wrote: “The primary reason that
there is any question regarding the length of the creation days
of Genesis is due to many people’s belief that evolution is a
fact, and since it is a fact, then a literal reading of Genesis
must not be valid.” (The First Six Days)
Paul wrote to Timothy:
But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come.
2
For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful,
arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy,
3
unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without selfcontrol, brutal, haters of good, 4 treacherous, reckless,
conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; 5
holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied
its power (2.Timothy 3:1-5).
Many seek to embrace evolution in terms of Genesis 1 and 2,
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calling this Intelligent Design, Theistic Evolution; Progressive
Creation; is this not denying the power of God to create the
world in as long as six days (for God, this is surely a long time,
done to create the example of working six days and resting on
the seventh; for God could have brought everything into
existence at once).
Two recent books are worthy of consideration for those
interested in this subject; the first is “The Evolution of a
Creationist” by Jobe Martin. A teacher of science, he held to
evolution; when challenged by his students to prove evolution he
set out to do it. He thought this would be easy to do, but found
he could not prove evolution; he became a believer in creation.
The second book is “the First Six Days” by Douglas Hamp
(available as a TheWord module, or free as an abridged
version from Douglas Hamp’s website). In this book the writer
(a teacher of Hebrew) shows the correct interpretation of the
word “day” in Genesis 1 and 2 to only be a literal 24 hour day.
An atheist magazine wrote: “.evolution destroys utterly and
finally the very reason Jesus' earthly life was supposedly made
necessary. Destroy Adam and Eve and the original sin, and in
the rubble you will find the sorry remains of the Son of God. If
Jesus was not the redeemer who died for our sins, and this is
what evolution means, then Christianity is nothing. (R. Bozarth
1979:30 “The Meaning of Evolution” American Atheist Magazine,
quoted in The First Six Days; Douglas Hamp). Is it not strange that

an atheist realised the importance of the creation record and
its events in God’s plans for salvation?
This “fact” of evolution was developed to disprove creation:
[“…we see that Darwin's aim was to replace a belief in special
creation by a belief in evolution and in this he did succeed, as
every modern biologist will readily admit.” Sir Arthur Keith,
stated in the introduction to the sixth edition (1872) of Charles
Darwin’s Origin of the Species by Means of Natural Selection
In a recent online discussion on a “Christian” site (CCEL.org)
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the majority of people supported evolution and therefore
denied Genesis 1 and 2 because evolution is a “fact”. As
Douglas Hamp explains: “The primary reason that there is any
question regarding the length of the creation days of Genesis
is due to many people’s belief that evolution is a fact, and
since it is a fact, then a literal reading of Genesis must not be
valid. Some have gone so far as to suggest that the ancient
Israelites were simplistic and merely ignorant of true science..”
But even evolutionists accept it is a theory, a belief; L. H.
Matthews wrote in the Introduction to Darwin’s (1971 edition)
Origin of the Species: “The fact of evolution is the backbone of
biology and biology is thus in the peculiar position of being a
science founded on unproven theory. Is it then a science or a
faith? Belief in the theory of evolution is thus exactly parallel to
belief in special creation. Both are concepts which the
believers know to be true, but neither, up to the present, has
been capable of proof….”
Darwin himself saw the flaws in his own theory: “The number
of intermediate varieties which have formerly existed on earth
must be truly enormous. Why then is not every geological
formation and every stratum full of such intermediate links?
Geology assuredly does not reveal any such finely graduated
organic chain; and this, perhaps, is the most obvious and
gravest objection which can be urged against my theory."
(Darwin 1902 (taken from The First Six Days: Hamp)
Hamp shows, some recent investigations suggest the age of
the world to be around 6,000 years; he also shows
considerable evidence of man living alongside dinosaurs,
something that evolution cannot accept. My interest here,
however, is not to rehearse the points put across in many
places; that evolution has not been proved, but to explore
whether a belief in creation or evolution makes any difference
to us as individuals.
To read Genesis 1 and 2 as symbolic is to allegorise it, that is,
not to take it literally; one writer (J. Dwight Pentecost in Things to
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Come) has pointed out the dangers of doing this:

1. The first great danger of the allegorical method is
that it does not interpret Scripture.
2. The basic authority in interpretation ceases to be the
Scriptures, but the mind of the interpreter. The
interpretation may then be twisted by the interpreter's
doctrinal positions, the authority of the church to
which the interpreter adheres, his social or
educational background, or a host of other factors.
3. […] one is left without any means by which the
conclusions of the interpreter may be tested.
(Pentecost 1958: 5,6)
Allegory may be used, but needs to be explained as in
Galatians 4:22-25:
For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a
bondmaid, the other by a freewoman. 23 But he who was of
the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the
freewoman was by promise. 24 Which things are an allegory:
for these are the two covenants; the one from the mount
Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar. 25 For this
Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem
which now is, and is in bondage with her children. (KJV).
The question with Genesis 1-2 is whether we are able to
accept it literally or need to allegorise it. In treating it as
allegory we must say that God’s foundational teaching did not
occur: thus there was no first marriage, no first murder, which
showed Adam what “death” really meant; nor could Jesus be
the first Adam.
Paul believed in the Genesis history:
There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. And so
it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the
last Adam was made a quickening spirit.
(1.Corinthians 15:44,45)
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He shows how this led to our current state from which we are
saved:
For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made
alive. (1.Corinthians 15:22)
I would suggest if we must allegorise Genesis 1 and 2, then
we must allegorise all of the gospels and its teaching. If Adam
did not bring death, how can we rely in God’s word that Christ
makes us alive?
Paul does indeed make reference to a small allegory in the
story of Adam:
Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all
have sinned: (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is
not imputed when there is no law. Nevertheless death
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not
sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is
the figure of him that was to come. (Romans 5:12-14)
Here the word figure is τύπος tupos (too'-pos) n.
(figuratively) style or resemblance
(specially) a sampler ("type"), i.e. a model (for
imitation) or instance (for warning)
It is an instance for warning in the future. It may hardly be a
warning or type if it itself is an allegory of a type, as argued by
those who advocate progressive creation.
The first chapters of Genesis are foundational to understanding
our place here on earth, and God’s dealings with his creation. I
believe to trivialise this into a “story” is both unnecessary and
dangerous; if we treat the first two chapters in a relaxed way,
what will we do with the rest of God’s word. To underestimate
the real history in Genesis 1-2 is to trivialise much that is
criticised there; immorality, dishonesty are a result of treating
the word of God too lightly.
___________________________________________________
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New Testament Principles - 4

2.Peter 1:12

Bible documents were written in the ordinary
Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek of the time. Yet many
translations still have 'churchy' words like bishop,
deacon, pastor, minister and baptism. However the
NIV translates 'bishop' (Greek: EPISCOPOS) correctly,
by the ordinary English word "overseer," but adds
the footnote: "traditionally bishop." The original
Greek word does mean "overseer/supervisor."
In Titus chapter 1 verses 5 and 7 it is evident that
the word "bishop/overseer" refers to the same role
as the word "elder" (Greek: PRESBUTEROS). "Elder"
refers to the overseer's maturity [cp. 1.Timothy 3:6].
Many will be surprised to learn that several elders
were appointed in each congregation [Acts 14:23].
The practice of having one bishop over several
churches, with archbishops etc., is digression from
the original faith. This striving for control troubled
churches even in New Testament times [3.John 9,
2.Thessalonians 2:3-4,7, Acts 20:29]. Persecution kept
it in abeyance but it 'came out of the woodwork'
when 'Christianity' was decreed to be the official
religion of the empire and pagan temples were
handed over to churches for worship.
Another surprise might be that an "elder" is also a
"pastor." The word "pastor" [Greek: POIMËN] means
"shepherd." The elders had to "feed the flock" over
which they were overseers [Acts 20:17,28, 1.Peter
5:1-4]. You will have observed that their jurisdiction
did not extend beyond their own congregation, and
also that an overseer (bishop), is the same as an
elder, and as a shepherd (pastor).

______________

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15.
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The Model Prayer
Derek L. Daniell - Tunbridge Wells

Jesus' disciples, seeing Him pray often and effectually, and
seeing the power of prayer in His life because of the intimate
relationship He had with His Father, said, "Lord, teach us to
pray as John also taught his disciples" (Luke 11;1ff).
The popular version of this prayer is recorded in Matthew 6:913, So what can we learn about prayer and how we can apply
it to our daily lives.
"After this manner, therefore pray ... "
Matthew's account indicates that Jesus meant what follows is
a model for prayer, rather than something to memorize and
routinely recite [see vv.5-8].
"Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed is Thy name"
How we address God is of primary importance because He
has bestowed such love on us, "That we should be called
children of God" (1 John 3:1). We should respond by calling
Him "Father" [Galatians 4:6] and praise His high and holy
name [Psalm 111:9] by expressing the reverence which is due
Him. This will help us to be mindful of the gravity, as well as
the privilege of prayer.
"Thy kingdom come"
The apostles were to pray for the kingdom to be established as
God had promised through such prophets as Daniel, Micah and
Isaiah. It is also important that we express our hope in the
fulfilment of the promises of God. We know that His kingdom has
long been in existence [Mark 9:1, Colossians 1:13, Revelation
1:9], but we can pray, "may your kingdom be extended."
"Thy will be done in earth, as in heaven"
We should also express the desire that our lives and the lives
of others conform to His will. Since God "desires all men to
be saved, and to come to the knowledge of the truth"
(1.Timothy 2:1-4), we should pray to this end.
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"Give us this day our daily bread"
Rather than worry about what we eat, drink, wear, etc, we
should recognize our daily dependence upon God,
remembering that, " Every good gift and every perfect gift is
from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with
whom there is no variation or shadow of turning" (James 1:17).
If we "seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness ...
all these things shall be added unto you" (Matthew 6:33). This
involves "casting all your care upon Him, for he cares for you"
(1 Peter 5:7).
"And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors"
If we are seeking forgiveness of our own sins against God, we
must forgive the sins of others against us. We will do this if we
want to obey the second great commandment, "You shall love
your neighbour as yourself" (Matthew 22:39-40).
"And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil"
We are to follow God wherever He may lead and we are to
"count it all joy when [we] fall into various trials" (James 1:2).
However we are permitted to ask Him to keep these to a
minimum because God "will not allow us to be tempted
beyond what we are able; but with the temptation will also
make the way of escape, that we may be able to bear it"
(1.Corinthians 10:13). We should however, pray for the wisdom
to recognize the way of escape when trials come [James 2:5].
"For Thine is the kingdom, and power, and the glory forever"
We must always remember that the kingdom belongs to God
not us. We cannot add to or take from the things concerning
the kingdom. We must always keep in mind that He alone has
the power to command and enforce obedience. We should
continuously give Him the glory that He alone deserves for the
good that is accomplished through our efforts and those of
others, for "without Him we could do nothing"
Amen.
__________________________________________________
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The Apostle James
(son of Zebedee)
Jonathan Ashurst - Byron, GA

James (the son of Zebedee) was one of the first followers of
Jesus; he was also the first of the twelve apostles to be
martyred for his Lord. This James (not to be confused with
James the Less, or James the half-brother of Jesus) was one
of Jesus' closest friends and witnessed many special events.
James left everything in order to follow Jesus and proclaim
Him to the world.
One day, while Jesus was walking by the sea of Galilee, he
saw James mending fishing nets with his brother John and his
father, Zebedee. Jesus called James and John to come and
follow him. As Matthew 4:22 reports, "they immediately left the
ship and their father, and followed him."
[to become "fishers of men" compare Mark 1:19; Luke 5:10]
James and John were partners with Simon Peter, another
fisherman who followed Jesus. After seeing Jesus work a
miracle involving a miraculous catch of fish, James was
among those who were "astonished" at Jesus' power [Luke
5:9-10]. He would have many other opportunities to see Jesus'
mighty works.
James was in the house when Jesus healed Peter's motherin-law of a fever. He also saw Jesus heal many other people
that same evening [Mark 1:29-34]. Later, James was one of
the three apostles who witnessed the resurrection of Jairus'
daughter from the dead [Mark 5:35-43; Luke 8:49-56]. He, his
brother John, and Peter, were also the only three apostles to
witness the transfiguration of Jesus
[Matthew 17:1-2; Mark 9:2; Luke 9:28-29].
James is listed along with the other apostles that Jesus sent
out to preach and work miracles [Matthew 10:2-3; Mark 3:1718; Luke 6:14-16; Acts 1:13]. In one particular instance, James
became angry with a Samaritan town that rejected Jesus. He
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and his brother John asked Jesus whether they should call
down fire from heaven upon the town, as Elijah had done long
ago to the armies of Ahaziah. [2 Kings 1]. Jesus rebuked
James and John, saying:
"Ye know not what spirit ye are of. For the Son of man is
not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them."
(Luke 9:51-56).
Because of this incident, Jesus gave James and his brother
the nickname "Boanerges," which is translated "The sons of
thunder" (Mark 3:17-18).
Not long before His death, James and his brother asked Jesus
if they could sit at His right hand and His left hand in his
kingdom. Jesus told them that they did not know what they
were asking. He asked them the following: "can ye drink of the
cup that I drink of? and be baptised with the baptism that I am
baptised with?" They said that they could. Jesus replied, "Ye
shall indeed drink of the cup that I drink of; and with the
baptism that I am baptised withal shall ye be baptised: but to
sit on my right hand and on my left hand is not mine to give;
but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared." The
other apostles were indignant when they heard about the
request. Jesus reminded them that his kingdom was to feature
a new type of leadership: "whosoever will be great among
you, shall be your minister: and whosoever of you will be the
chiefest, shall be servant of all. For even the Son of man
came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his
life a ransom for many." James, along with his brother and his
mother, learned that it is an honour to be a servant in Christ's
kingdom. [Mark 10:35-45, Matthew 20:20-28]
Just before his arrest, Jesus asked James, Peter, and John to
pray in the garden of Gethsemane. They fell asleep three
times and thus were not prepared for the events that followed.
[Mark 14:33-42]
Imagine their grief over Jesus' death.
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Imagine their joy at His resurrection!
Just as Jesus prophesied, James did suffer for the name of
Jesus. At the beginning of Acts 12, we read that Herod the
king had James killed with the sword. In his death, James
honoured his Savior and proclaimed the victorious truth of the
gospel. At the end of the chapter, we read that Herod was
smitten, but that "the word of God grew and multiplied" (Acts
12:24). Like James, let us show to the world the victorious
truth of the gospel.
__________________________________________________

Romans Chapter One
James Neil - Skelmersdale

There is so much contained in this chapter that would be a
great guide to anyone who is seeking to please God. Paul tells
in great detail the whole purpose of the Gospel and the
importance of it. He makes clear that obedience to the Gospel
is the only way by which we can have the relationship with our
heavenly Father we should be seeking and tells us in no
uncertain terms what will separate us from God.
After his initial salutation and the declaration of his own
commitment to the Gospel. Paul goes into much detail as to
what pleases God and what angers him and also provides us
with vivid detail as to the huge contrast between the reward of
those who are faithful to God and the reward of those who
commit the things which will alienate them from Him.
Throughout scripture we have warnings about offending God
and over and over again we are told what offends God.
Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ:

for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 17 For
therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to
faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith. 18 For the
wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
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ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the
truth in unrighteousness;
Yes - man has been shown time and again that he has to
choose between The way of the Lord and the way of Satan.
Pose this question to someone you know who claims not to
believe the scriptures: If there is a Heaven and a Hell, in
which would you sooner spend eternity?
It would appear that common sense would dictate that the
answer would be "in Heaven" and if we include those
professing to be Christians in this, then I cannot dream that
anyone who considers themselves to be a Christian would
prefer to go to hell, but sadly, can any of us say that our life
always reflects our answer?
Man seems to have in the greater part, a death wish, knowing
what offends God and yet often seeming to have very little
compunction about doing that which he knows will lead to his
destruction.
Why Then Do We Sin?
This may seem a simple basic question and indeed ... it is.
It is the answer which is difficult!
Imagine being confronted with a sign which says:
BEWARE – ESCAPED WILD LION......

Would people ignore this sign?
Then what about this sign?
Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as
a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour. (1.Peter 5:8)
WHICH SIGN WOULD YOU SAY PEOPLE ARE MOST LIKELY TO
TAKE PRECAUTIONS AGAINST?

Most people today seem to treat the idea of the devil as a big
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joke and this suits him just fine.
We Might well ask "Why do we sin?" for the reasons are
many, perhaps we do not see certain things as SIN or maybe
we harden our heart against sin and see them as being in
some kind of league maybe we think that God has a list of
sins and that list is like a sliding rule....
Maybe we do not like to think about sin and are not fond of
being told we are sinners ? If so we need to take a long hard
look at Romans chapter 1 because it is just as needful for us
to be able to recognise sin in our life as it is to know what we
must do to be saved.
Paul tells us that there can be no excuses but maybe we get
that little bit complacent at times.
For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the
truth in unrighteousness. (Romans 1:18)
Also Paul also shows that God allows us to live as we choose.
Romans 1:28 And even as they did not like to retain God in
their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind,
to do those things which are not convenient; 29 Being filled
with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness,
covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate,
deceit, malignity; whisperers, 30 Backbiters, haters of God,
despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things,
disobedient to parents, 31 Without understanding,
covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable,
unmerciful: 32 Who knowing the judgement of God, that
they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only
do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.
A great chapter....but Paul pulls no punches. Lets read it again
and again because it certainly puts scripture into context and
makes the Question:
8

"WHY does man sin?" into a personal question for each of
us to think seriously about.
__________________________________________________
Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am tempted by God"; for
God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt
anyone. Each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own
desires and enticed. Then, when desire has conceived, it gives
birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.
(James 1:13-15)
__________________________________________________

A LIVING FAITH
Anonymous

Real faith, even as small as a mustard seed, is adequate to
give access to God's marvellous grace. But simple belief in
the existence of God is not enough. One must see the whole
context of what living faith requires.
REAL FAITH MUST INCLUDE:
Knowledge
We must know God. His deity and divine power can be known
to us by observing His creation, but FAITH comes from
hearing His Message as He and His will are revealed to us in
Scripture and through Jesus Christ. Jesus is the ultimate
revelation of God.
[John 17:3; Romans.1:20; 10:17; John 1:18; 2.Peter 3:18]
Action
Belief in the existence of God can and must grow and bring
about the obedience of faith [Romans.1:5; 16:26]. The W ORD
must become incarnate in us as we become living epistles.
Without appropriate deeds (dynamism) faith is dead! This
activity must involve obedience to the message of Christ
crucified! Faith becomes alive when it is made complete by
deeds of obedience.
[1.Peter 1:22,23; Luke 17:5,6; Mark 9:24; 2.Corinthians 3:2,3;
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James 2:14-26; 1:22-25; Hebrews 5:9. James 2:19]
BELIEVING IN THE EXISTENCE OF DEITY, AS DO THE
DEMONS, IS NOT LIVING FAITH!

Trust
The walk of faith is not one of sight. It does not find roots in
empirical proof, but in total confidence in God's faithfulness.
Faith sees the invisible and accepts with complete assurance
things that are not seen! Faith knows that God keeps His
promise to intervene in our lives, to answer our prayers, to
reward us when we seek Him, and to abide with us forever.
[2.Corinthians 5:7; Hebrews 11:1,6, 27;
Philippians 4:6,7,19; 2.Thessalonians 3:3]

Love
There is a faith dynamic enough to move mountains, but
worthless when it lacks proper motivation (1 Corinthians 13:2).
From the beginning God has wanted us to practice real love.
Faith without that fundamental element is barren and useless.
We must love God, the very object of our faith, and love our
neighbour as ourselves. Obedience that is not from the heart
can not receive divine approval. What counts is faith working
through love. With this faith we can have access to His
wonderful grace! [Romans 5:1, 2; 6:17,18; Galatians 3:24-29; 5:6]
But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith
without works is dead?
(James 2:20)
And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand
all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all
faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not
love, I am nothing.
(1.Corinthians 13:2)
For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision
avails anything, but faith working through love.
(Galatians 5:6)
__________________________________________________
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Does the Bible matter?
Rose M. Payne - Kentish Town

When the Anglican Church recently voted to allow women to
become bishops, one of the few women who disagreed
complained that "The Bible doesn't matter any more."
Unfortunately she was correct. Many people in the
denominations consider that our modern Western ideas about
the "rights" of certain pressure groups, such as same-sex
marriage, are more enlightened than the scriptures.
None of us have any "rights" in the sight of God, and any
good thing He grants us is a blessing not an entitlement, so
we cannot demand any rights in His church. The guidelines
laid down for meetings of the church were wisely designed to
accommodate people of all centuries, all nationalities and all
parts of the globe. We should be seeking to win souls
everywhere and not to ask them to accept current politicallycorrect Western ideas.
There are a number of commands set down to make sure
Christian meetings are conducted in an orderly fashion so as
not to discourage seekers after the truth. Members are not to
speak out of turn [1.Corinthians 14:33], not to use foreign
languages for no good reason [1.Corinthians 14:23] not to
despise the poor [James 2:1-3], not to be drunk or gluttonous
[1.Corinthians 11:21-22], and women are not to speak in the
assembly [1.Corinthians 14:34-35]. We would agree that most
of these instructions are still valid, so why not the one relating
to the position of women? Paul gives reasons why they must
not teach: “for Adam was first formed, then Eve and Adam was
not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in
transgression. “ (1.Timothy 2:11-14).
Women should of course teach privately but not in the
assembly [Titus 2:3-5] (and it is surprising how many of the
hymns we sing were written by women). But we women
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should beware that the pursuit of equality does not lead us
into competitive and selfish attitudes rather than promoting the
spread of the Gospel in all parts of the world.
Does the Bible have anything to say about equality, then?
Yes, men and women are described in 1 Peter 3:7 as “heirs
together of the grace of life.” Then there is the often
misapplied passage:
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor
free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in
Christ Jesus. (Galatians 3:28)
This means that none are excluded from salvation, but it does
not imply that everyone can take on every role in the church.
Some men cannot become elders or deacons because their
circumstances do not fit 1.Timothy 3 and Titus 1, and that
also disqualifies women. Anglican bishops are supposed to be
the equivalent of elders but they receive a salary, which is
presumably one reason why women and some unsuitable
men agitate to join them. The Archbishop of Canterbury
welcomed the women because his church does not have
enough male candidates to fill all the vacant positions. If that
denomination would return to the scriptural system of
choosing several elders and deacons from each congregation
and allowing any capable man to speak in an orderly way
[1.Corinthians 14:26] and not just the "ordained" clergy, then
this problem would be solved. The Bible does still matter,
because the old ways are still the best.
__________________________________________________
Strive for The Genuine Original.
Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the
common salvation, it was needful for me to write to you,
and exhort you that you should earnestly contend for the
faith which was once delivered to the saints. (Jude 3)
__________________________________________________
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A Child Is Born
Gretchen Ashurst, Stretford, Manchester.

How did you feel when you woke up this morning?
Despondent, depressed, disorganised, remembering
horrendous pictures of man's inhumanity to man? Does it
seem that all over our beautiful world there is a feeling of fear
that things are getting worse, more violent, more dangerous,
the innocent suffering aggression? And we ask 'WHY'
Are there problems nearer home, worries about job losses,
cuts and benefits, debts, how we can stretch our money to
support our families, the poor wondering where the next meal
is coming from and the rich scared that their millions can
suddenly become useless.
The devil is crafty and knows our weaknesses, he tries to
make us panic, feeling alone in the big bad world - when the
truth is that outside our little island where we are truly blessed,
churches are growing very rapidly and hundreds of
congregations are facing persecution in many ways, gathering
together on Sundays to worship, sing, rejoicing, and during
the week to learn more about a loving God and thanking him
for a future with hope.
In Nepal a young widow with two children meet in their little
home, the mum was a Hindu who learnt the truth was baptised
and now her children are Christians too. Soon local people
heard about Jesus and were invited to worship with the family.
The eldest son is now teaching the gospel. the wonderful news
is that the local brothers who were very opposed to meeting
with them have begun to help in any way they can. Please
pray for them all and for brethren around the world who meet
in dangerous conditions. God's kingdom stretches from shore
to shore and this thought binds us together.
When we pray do we pray for strength to do every thing
possible to live in the way our heavenly loving Father would
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have us live, caring, sharing, comforting those who need us.
He taught us to love others in this way.
Jesus answered him, "The first of all the commandments is:
‘Hear, O Israel, the LORD our God, the LORD is one. ‘And
you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with
all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’
This is the first commandment. And the second, like it, is
this: ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ There is no
other commandment greater than these." (Mark 12:29-31)
"Therefore whatever you desire that men should do to you,
do also to them." (Matthew 7:12)
The parable of the good Samaritan vividly illustrates this.
(Luke 10:25-37)
Is it that we feel shy or unable to overcome our lack of
understanding about people who come from all over the world,
and are our neighbours. If we visit them, we know we will not be
alone. He said "I am with you always," And by us visiting them
they will come to know that Christians love them and Jesus loves
them too. People want love and joy and peace in their lives.
At this time of year, we are being reminded of a little baby
being born in Bethlehem. This good news is gradually
spreading around the world.
What wonderful riches we have to offer to everyone we meet.
The good news is being broadcast around the world in many
ways, to a huge variety of religions, faiths and belief, even to
millions who have never heard of God or Jesus and know
nothing of their love for them. So God can use us here to tell
them that this little boy, who came into this world grew up
living the life as a man, was really the son of God, and gave
his life as a sacrifice.
"Behold, the virgin will be with child, and bear a Son, and
they will call His name Immanuel," which is translated, "God
14

with us." (Matthew 1:23)
A child born into poverty but bringing riches into all the world,
the riches of love joy and peace. We are truly blessed to know
this comforter and friend who can, and will, also give love, joy,
peace to them, in their lives.
Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he
will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will
come to him and make Our home with him. (John 14:23)
He will be with us always.
Jesus ... spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been
given to Me in heaven and on earth. Therefore Go and
instruct all the nations, baptising them into the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them
to observe all things that I have commanded you; and
behold, I am with you always, even to the end of the age."
(Matthew 28:18-20)
What an amazing promise!
For to us a Child is born,
To us a Son is given;
And the government will be upon His shoulder.
And His name will be called:
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
(Isaiah 9:6)
Hallelujah!
__________________________________________________
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1.

These three terms express different aspects of the same role.
The one man bishop and one man pastor systems are digressions.
In the early church qualified mature men (elders) were appointed in
each congregation to supervise the spiritual welfare of their flock
providing spiritual food like shepherds (pastors). Their qualifications
are outlined in 1.Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:6-9.
to be continued

__________________________________________________
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