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Salt and Light
Derek L. Daniel, Tunbridge Wells

You are the salt of the earth … [Matthew 5:13]
The teachings of Jesus contain many illustrations drawn from
nature and the customs of men. Here we have the example of
salt, which has two outstanding qualities, preserving and
rendering truth more agreeable to taste. The lives of true
disciples will shed the truth from God among mankind by
example and teaching and thus contribute to the salvation of
their souls. Salt can preserve and perpetuate the good
qualities of man and as Jesus exhorted His disciples not to let
the salt of their good lives lose its strength. They could have
peace with one another by using the salt of brotherly love
[Mark 9:50]. The apostle Paul wrote:
your speech should be gracious, seasoned with salt, so
that you may know how you ought to answer each
person. [Colossians 4:6]
The trials and hardships of this life will be easier to bear and
will ‘taste better’ for knowing the salt of divine truth.
But if the salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be
restored?
It will no longer be either a preserver or a palliative because the
disciples will cease to be an influence for good by word or deed.
It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out
and trampled under peoples feet. [Matthew 5:13]
Are you the salt of the earth?
You are the light of the world … [Matthew 5:14-15]
How, can this be true when Jesus claimed to be the light of the
world [John 8:12].
For in Him was life, and the life was the light of men.
[John 1:4]

As light dispels darkness and enables man to see his way, so
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the Christian, by his teaching and example reflects the life and
light of Christ. His church is to be seen as a beacon of truth
and righteousness in a dark world of sin.
For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light
in the Lord. Walk as children of light – for the fruit of light
is found in all that is good and right and true – and try to
discern what is pleasing to the Lord. [Ephesians 3:8-10]
In shining out as lights in a dark world it is not to draw attention
to ourselves but to the Father in heaven and to Jesus who is
the true light of the world. As His disciples we are to
be blameless and innocent children of God without blemish
in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation among
whom you shine as lights in the world. [Philippians 2:15]
Are you shining out for Jesus?
__________________________________________________

Three Things that the Devil Hates
Henry Kong, Pasir Panjang, Singapore.

1. The devil hates it when you seek first the kingdom of God
(Matthew 6:33). His tactic is to divide and conquer. When
Christians do not forsake the assembly but exhort one another
(Hebrews 10:25), the devil doesn’t like it one bit. It also burns him
up when we give priority to worshipping God in spirit and in truth.
2. The devil hates it when the church is united. At every
opportunity he gets, the devil will accuse our leaders (Revelations
12:10), sow seeds of dissension and divide the church
(I.Corinthians 12:25) over any and every trivial matter. But when
the church closes ranks, holds steadfastly one to another and
will not let up, slow up or give up, the devil cannot sleep nights.
3. The devil hates it when the church is united in prayer. As every
man and woman, boy and girl takes the focus off self and rely
upon God to carry us through (Ephesians 6:18), the devil knows
that he doesn’t stand a chance and trembles (James 2:19).
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Brethren, don't give the devil a good time - uplift the church,
stay united and pray with all supplications and giving of thanks.
__________________________________________________

Foreword to Fred Miller's article
Allan Ashurst

Some of you might have come across a new denomination
called 'Iglesia ni Cristo' (Filipino for 'Church of Christ') and
wondered who they were.
It was founded in 1914 by a man named Felix Y. Manolo. He
claimed to be the last messenger of Christ and to fulfill several
prophesies, and claiming to be: "ravenous bird from the east"
(Isaiah 46:11), "worm Jacob" (Psalm 22:6-7), "the one shepherd"
(John 10:16) and "the last Elijah" (Malachi 4:5).
__________________________________________________

Was F. Manalo the "ravenous bird from the east"?
Fred P. Miller, Carrollton, GA

"ravenous bird..." (Isaiah. 46:11)
The passage in Isaiah, that Manalo claims speaks of him, is
obviously part of the incredible predictions relating to Cyrus the
Mede who released the captive nations, including Israel, from
Babylonian and Assyrian bondage. Isaiah begins to predict
him first obscurely and then adds more information and finally
making it so plain that the references can't be missed, even to
mentioning his name and the things he would accomplish, The
"ravenous bird from the east," is amongst these descriptions of
Cyrus written over 200 years before his appearance. All the
references to Cyrus follow:
Isaiah 41:2 Who raised up the righteous man from the
east, called him to his foot, gave the nations before him,
and made him rule over kings? he gave them as the dust to
his sword, and as driven stubble to his bow. 3 He pursued
them, and passed safely; even by the way that he had not
gone with his feet
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25 I have raised up one from the north, and he shall come:
from the rising of the sun shall he call upon my name: and
he shall come upon princes as upon mortar, and as the
potter treads clay.
44:26 Who confirms the word of his servant, and performs
the counsel of his messengers; The one saying to Jerusalem,
You shall be inhabited; and to the cities of Judah, you shall be
built, and I will raise up your decayed places: 27 Who says to
the deep, Be dry, and I will dry up your rivers: 28 Who says
of Cyrus, he is my shepherd, and shall perform all my
pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, you shall be built; and to
the temple, your foundation shall be laid.
45:1. Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose
right hand I have held, to subdue nations before him; and I
will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two
doored gates; and the gates shall not be shut; 2 I will go
before you, and make the crooked places straight: I will
break in pieces the gates of brass [or bronze] and cut apart
the bars of iron: 3 And I will give you the treasures of
darkness and hidden riches of secret places, that you may
know that I, the LORD, who calls you by your name, am the
God of Israel. 4 For my servant Jacob's sake, and Israel my
elect, I have even called you by your name: I have
surnamed you, though you have not known me.
45:13. I have raised him up in righteousness, and I will direct
all his ways: he shall build my city, and he shall let my
captives go, not for price nor reward, says the LORD of
hosts. 14 Thus says the LORD, The labour of Egypt, and
merchandise of Ethiopia and of the Sabeans, men of stature,
shall come over to you, and they shall be yours: they shall
come after you; in chains they shall come over, and they shall
fall down to you, they shall make supplication to you, saying,
Surely God is in you; and there is none else, there is no God.
46:11 Calling a ravenous bird from the east, the man that
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executes my counsel from a far country: yes, I have spoken it,
I will also bring it to pass; I have purposed it, I will also do it.
48:14. All of you, assemble yourselves, and hear; which
among them has declared these things? The LORD has
loved him: he will do his pleasure on Babylon, and his arm
shall be on the Chaldeans. 15 I, even I, have spoken; yes, I
have called him: I have brought him, and he shall make his
way prosperous.

"worm Jacob" (Psalm 22:6-7)
All of Psalm 22 is about Jesus last days on earth from the first
words showing the garden agony from verses 1-6. Actually
verse one is not a fact but the agony of aloneness that Jesus
feels. None of the facts in verse 2-6 are real. They represent
agony of despair. For instance God heard every word. Verse 7
and 8 begins the experience on the cross and verse 9 is the
time of His resignation to the task that only He can perform
and his full faith in the need to die. The rest through verse 21
describes His experiences on the Cross.
Verse 22 announces Jesus' triumph in that moment. Verse 23
asks the rest of us to join in the joy of that triumph.
Verse 24 refutes the ridiculous notion that "God turned his back
on Jesus on the cross because He, God can't look on sin!"
Verse 25 through the rest of the psalm relates the inter-nation
and eternal and ongoing results of the triumph of the Cross.
__________________________________________________

A rider to Fred Miller's article
Allan Ashurst

Summarising: the "ravenous bird who came from the east"
(Isaiah. 46:11) was Cyrus the Mede, who initiated the restoration
of Jerusalem and the temple; the whole of the Psalm containing
the word "worm ..." (Psalm 22:6-7) is about Jesus.
Also, Jesus is "the one shepherd" (John 10:16), of the one fold
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in which He brings together both Jew and Gentile "sheep" and
"the last Elijah" (Malachi 4:5) was John the baptist, the
forerunner of Christ, (John 1:17,23,76, Matthew 17:10-11).
Felix Y. Manolo was born into a Roman Catholic family. He
became a member of a non-denominational church of Christ.
He later joined the "Millennial Dawnists" who claimed that the
Lord Jesus would come in 1914. It was then that he began
another organisation calling it 'Iglesia ni Cristo'. His grandson
(Eduardo V. Manalo) succeeds him as its executive Minister.
__________________________________________________

Thomas the Twin
Jonathan Ashurst, Byron, GA

We can learn a great deal about the apostle Thomas by
examining what others called him. In the gospels he is
referred to as Thomas Didymus (Thomas the Twin). Today,
he is often called “Doubting Thomas,” because he didn’t
believe Jesus’ resurrection until he saw Jesus for himself.
Another way to find out about Thomas is to examine the things
he said. What do Thomas’ conversations reveal about his
character? Let’s look at four of Thomas’ quotes recorded in
the gospel of John.
'Let us go also, that we might die with him.' (John 11:16)
Martha, Mary, and Lazarus were three siblings who lived in
Bethany, a small town near Jerusalem. Jesus was very close
to this family and stayed with them several times. When
Lazarus became ill, his sisters sent word to Jesus. They
wanted Jesus to heal their brother, but Jesus waited where he
was for two more days. (John 11:1-6)
His disciples probably didn’t understand why he was waiting.
However, when he announced that they were returning to
Judea, the disciples were even more surprised, because the
Jews had recently tried to kill him there. (John 11:7-10)
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Jesus explained that Lazarus had died, and that they were
going to go to him. Jesus meant that he was going to raise
Lazarus from the dead, but the disciples misunderstood. At
this point, the disciples had to choose whether or not to follow
Jesus into danger and possible death. (John 11:11-15) Thomas
advised his fellow apostles:
'Let us go also, that we might die with him.' (John 11:16)
To us readers who know about Lazarus’ imminent
resurrection, Thomas’ comment seems pessimistic or even
sarcastic. But it actually shows his bravery and his faithfulness
to Jesus. He was willing to follow Jesus to the end, even to
the death. Many years later, according to tradition, Thomas
was indeed martyred for his faith.
'Lord, we do not know where you go and how can we
know the way?' (John 14:5)
On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus told his apostles that
he was about to leave them. He encouraged them to trust
God through the coming trials. Although he was going away,
Jesus comforted them with the words:
'if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and
receive you to myself, that where I am you may be also and
you know where I go and you know the way.' (John 14:3-4)
At this point, Thomas expressed his confusion.
'Lord, we do not know where you go and how can we
know the way?'
It seems a fair question. The apostles didn’t quite understand
what Jesus was saying, even though he had warned them
already that he was to be killed and raised from the dead.
(Matthew 16:21; 17:22-23; 20:17-18)

Jesus’ answer to Thomas’ question is probably one of the
most famous verses in the Scriptures:
'I am the way, the truth and the life: no man comes to the
Father, but by me.' (John 14:6)
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Jesus is the way; his crucifixion and resurrection have
provided a way for us to live with him forever in heaven.
'Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and
put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my
hand into his side, I will not believe.' (John 20:25)
After Jesus’ resurrection, he appeared to several people,
including Mary Magdaline, the two on the road to Emmaus,
and ten of the apostles. (Luke 24; John 20) The first time Jesus
appeared to the apostles, Thomas was not with them. When
Thomas heard the news, he was sceptical. (If we were in his
place, we probably would have been as well.) He wouldn’t be
able to accept this fantastic account until he had verified it for
himself. Eight days later, Jesus came again; this time,
Thomas was present. (John 20:24-27) Jesus told Thomas:
'Reach here your finger and behold my hands and reach
here your hand and thrust it into my side and be not
faithless, but believing.' (John 20:27)
Thomas needed proof, and Jesus granted it to him. He urged
Thomas to trust him, and Thomas did.
'My LORD and My God.' (John 20:28)
How many emotions Thomas must have felt at this moment -awe in his Master’s presence, joy in His return, thankfulness
for His patience! He was now fully convinced that his Lord had
risen again, having seen him with his own eyes. Jesus
reminded Thomas that future believers would not have the
opportunity to see him in physical form here on earth. But
Jesus says that those of us who believe will be blessed.
'Blessed are they who have not seen, and yet have
believed.' (John 20:29)
Jesus seemed to appreciate Thomas’ faithfulness, honesty,
and trust in Him. We should examine what we believe, so that
we can be sure of the truth. Once we are convinced, we
should follow Jesus no matter what. Even when we don’t have
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all the answers, we will be blessed if we trust in Jesus. May
we all be able to honestly repeat Thomas’ confession of belief:
“My LORD and My God!”
__________________________________________________

A Hindu's Dilemma
Allan Ashurst.

Until the recent removal of their monarchy Nepal was the
only country where Hinduism was the official religion. The
following article helps us to understand what it is like for a
person brought up as a Hindu. It helps us to appreciate
the dilemmas a questioning mind faces in a society
steeped in Hinduism and to appreciating their joy when
they find the solution to their confusions in Christ Jesus.
It is also invaluable in helping us to know better how to
present the gospel to them in love.
__________________________________________________

One God or many gods?
Sunita Rore - Kathmandu

From being a little child till becoming young woman of age 26,
I always heard that there are many gods and goddesses. In
Nepali culture there are many festivals and many ways to
celebrate and please those many gods and goddesses.
I was born into a Hindu family. Hindus believe there are many
gods. All the gods and goddess have their own stories and
there are different ways to please each of them. They also
worship idols of stone, metal, wood and whatever else they can
make them from. So, I was always very confused and always
thinking about which god should I worship and please. I also
wondered that if I pleased one god, then the other gods might
get jealous. But I still walked in my parent’s belief. One thing
that was always on my mind was that if there are many gods,
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and if they have their own set of rules and regulations, is it
possible for heaven to be a peaceful place to live after we die?
If there are not only Nepali gods, but Indian, American, English
and Chinese, all the many different nations believing like
Nepalis do and divided by casts, status and class. How can
they all live together in heaven in peace? Hindus believe that
there are 33 crore gods and goddesses in Nepal (1 crore=10
million). I used to wonder how many there would be in the
whole world combined. I also would think to myself, “How can
they all live together in peace?” All these questions made me
confused, so my faith in the gods was weak. It made me to think
and wondered about who is right and which way to followed.
One day, I got to hear about the Bible from a Christian couple.
They believed in ‘One Living God’.They also gave me various
booklets about God and a Bible too. That changed my life and
beliefs forever. When I got to know that there is only One true
God in Heaven and Earth, all my confusion and frustration
eventually cleared. As I started reading the Bible, I grew more
and more satisfied.
One verse that really touched me was:
'Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other
name under heaven given among men by which we must
be saved.' (Acts.4:12)
That really cleared my doubts about which god to please. As I
continued reading the scriptures, I stumbled on the verse:
Jesus said to him, 'I am the way, the truth, and the life. No
one can come to the father except through me.' (John.14:6)
Now I wanted to know about the Father? I found other words:
'Now see that I, Even I, am Me, and there is no God
besides me; I kill and make alive; I wound and I heal; Nor
is there any who can deliver from my hand?'
(Deuteronomy.32:39)

Then I thought if He is the only God in Heaven and Earth, the
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one which the Bible mentions; how can we reach Him and how
can I please Him? In fact we all need to take some time and
think very seriously. Do you believe in the one God? If you
don't, then who do you believe in? Can the god who you believe
in save us? Or does the god you believe in need your help?
Can you really find him in stone or wood, and does he really
have the image of animals or birds or any other living creature?
Is he even smaller or weaker than we humans? We all have the
capacity to differentiate between good and evil. But idols don't.
They can’t even think. Nor can they feed or clothe themselves.
But most of us often choose to ignore this, don’t we?
When I read the Bible, I got more and more curious. So I read
more and more, including other booklets. I found in the
scriptures that God created man and woman in His own image
in six days. He also created heaven and the earth, and all the
living and non-living things in the first five days. (Genesis 1:1-26)
You alone are the Lord: You have made heaven. The
heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth and
everything on it. The seas and all that is in them, And You
preserve them all. The host of heaven worships you.
(Nehemiah 9:6)

By the word of the LORD, the heavens were made, And all
the hosts of them by the breath of His mouth...(Psalm 33:6-9)
So I was wrong to worship and search in the wrong places. I
was trying to limit the power of the Almighty to stone, wood,
and images of animals and other living creatures. I was wrong,
and so were the many many generations pursuing this belief.
But now my eyes have been opened. There is only one God in
all the universe. He is the living God. (Exodus 3:13-15, Jeremiah
4:2, Matthew. 16:16) He is a loving God. (Psalm 63:3, Jeremiah
31:3, John 3:16.14: 21-23, 1.John.4:7-21)

God is our Master, so we can’t think of or give Him a name like
human names or animals' names. He is the almighty and has
no human name. He said so Himself when He told Moses to
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go and free his people from the Egyptians. Moses said to God:
When I come to the children of Israel and say to them,
‘The God of our fathers has sent me to you.’ and they say
to me, ‘What is His name?’ What shall I say to them?
And God said to Moses,
I AM WHO I AM.
And He said,
This is what you will say to the children of Israel, ‘I AM
has sent me to you ... this is my name for ever.’ (Exodus
3:13-15, Deuteronomy 5:1-11)

He is the I AM. He is the real God - the only God.
He is a loving God:
Because your loving-kindness is better than life, my lips
shall praise You. (Psalm 63:3, John 3:16]
So dear reader, please take a moment and think to yourself,
‘What is my propose in life? Why do I exist on this earth?’
Because you are much valued in God’s eyes, even more than
all other living things. Think about it and search the scriptures
to find the truth.
'God, who made the world and everything in it, since He
is Lord of heaven and earth, He does not dwell in temples
made by hands. Neither is He worshipped with men’s
hands as though He needed anything, since He gives to
all life, breath and all things. He has made from one
blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the
earth, and has determined their pre-appointed times and
the boundaries of their dwellings, so that they should
seek the Lord, in the hope that they might reach out for
Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of
us, for in Him we live and move and have our existence,
as also some of your own poets have said, For we are
also His offspring.' (Acts.17:24-28)
'Therefore, since we are offspring of God, we ought not to
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think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone,
something shaped by art and man’s devise. Truly, these
times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands
all men everywhere to repent, because He has appointed
a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness
by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given
assurance to everyone of this by raising Him from the
dead.’ (Acts 17: 29-31)
__________________________________________________

The Temptation of Man
V.Sujatha. Stretford.

Man is a being who is never satisfied with what he has. Man’s
curiosity tempts him to do what is restricted. When God
created Adam and Eve, He gave them all the trees and their
good fruits of Eden garden to eat, but they were tempted and
ate from the tree of “The Knowledge of good and evil”. God
had commanded him not to eat from that tree but his
temptation led him to sin, to go against God. Man has always
been tempted by Satan by the worldly things and he keeps
drifting away from God. When God made man he was very
good. God made him in his own likeness. But when He saw
the wickedness of man was great in the earth, God regretted
that he had made man (Genesis 6:5,6).
It is said that man is a social animal. He is very much involved
with and is influenced by the people around him like his friends
and colleagues. He goes to parties to socialise with other
people. The major issues of immorality facing us today are
alcohol, tobacco and drugs. We see more and more youngsters
involved with them. These are often found in all kinds of parties
whether it is a business party, a social party or a youngster's
party. These sometimes include drugs. When you sit with your
friends who drink and smoke, do they insist you to have a sip or
try to smoke just once? The common line they use is “you
should try everything in life at least once”. If you agree, that

14

once becomes twice, twice becomes thrice and thrice becomes
many. In Corinthians 6:19,20 Paul said that our body is the
temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in us, we are not your own.
What does the Bible say about those who drink?
Habakkuk 2:15,16 says:
Woe to him who gives drink to his neighbour, offering him
your bottle, even to make him drunk, that you might look on
his nakedness. You are filled with shame instead of glory.
What does the Bible say about Alcohol?
Proverb 23:31,32 says:
Do not look on the wine when it is red, when it sparkles in
the cup, when it swirls around smoothly. At the last it bites
like a serpent, and stings like a viper.
Drugs, alcohol and tobacco are harmful to one’s body, they are
similar in destruction. We must present our body a living, holy
sacrifice (Roman 12:12).
Our body is a temple of God and by falling into temptation we
defile the temple of God, which we are. Our lives are to bring
glory and honour to our Father in heaven through our good
works (Matthew 5:16).
Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak, but man will not be
tempted more than he is able to bear (1.Corinthians 10:13).
__________________________________________________

How do we get faith?
"faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God."
(Romans 10:17)
"it is impossible to please [God] without faith, because he who
comes to God must believe that He is, and that He rewards
those who seek him, diligently."
(Hebrews 11:6)
__________________________________________________
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NEWS and INFORMATION
Reference: Issue 78-4 December 2011.
CORRECTION to the A4 sheet insert.
Paragraph: “In the Law of Moses:
“6th. Month.” should read “7th. month.”
Please correct your copies.
I apologise for the error. Allan Ashurst
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Portraits In The Storm
[Mark 6:45-53]
Colin Hilton - Hindley

It had been a busy day for Jesus and His
disciples. They had ministered to the crowds all
day long. Jesus had taught them the Word of
God, and when late afternoon came, Jesus
demonstrated His power and glory by feeding
the five thousand strong gathering with five
loaves and two small fishes.
Now, evening is fast approaching and Jesus
sends His disciples away by boat to the other
side of the lake.
There are possibly a couple of reasons why
Jesus sent the disciples away at this time. The
first being in relation to the crowds whom He
had just fed. John 6:15 tells us that the people
were so excited by the miracle of the bread and
fish that they tried to take Jesus and make Him
their king. Jesus knew the time had not come
for that, so maybe He sent the disciples away to
turn them away from that kind of thinking. He
did not want them to get caught up in the wild
excitement over the miracles.
By the way, the people only wanted to make
Jesus a king because He gave them bread
(John 6:26). The same is true today! People go
to vote and vote for the person who promises
them most of what they hope for.
Another reason might be that Jesus sent the
disciples away so He could spend some time
alone with His Father. Jesus sensed a change
in the direction of His ministry.
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He knew that the miracles and His popularity with the people
would bring Him into direct conflict with the religious leaders.
He knew that intense grief, sorrow, persecution and eventually
death were not far away. He needed to seek His Father in
prayer. What a lesson for us! We should be people of prayer,
seeking the Lord’s help at every turn in the road of life, because
we are never less alone than when we are alone with God.
Another reason for the disciples being sent away had to do with
the disciples themselves. After all they had seen Jesus do, they
were still filled with doubts and unbelief. Jesus uses this storm
to reveal His deity and power to His disciples one more time.
I want to try and show you a couple of different applications that
can be found here. I want to speak about the portraits in the
storm. There’s a word here for the brokenhearted:
The First Portrait Is Of The Burdened.
There is a great word of comfort here for those going through
one of the storms of life. There is a saying that you are in one of
three places in your life today. You are either in a storm,
coming out of a storm, or heading into a storm.
There are physical storms, mental storms, emotional storms
and spiritual storms. There are storms in homes, marriages, at
work, publicly and storms that manifest themselves in the
secret places of the heart.
Storms are part of our human existence; the writer, in
Ecclesiastes 2-23 wrote:
For all his days are sorrows, and his travail grief; yea,
his heart takes no rest in the night. This is also vanity.
Storms touch every part of our lives. We all find ourselves in
stormy situations from time to time. These verses offer some
help and hope for those passing through a stormy time of life.
See how Jesus sent these disciples away. In v.45, He
“constrained” His men to get into the ship and cross the sea.
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The word "constrained" means to drive or to force. They did not
want to go and Jesus literally pushed them into the boat and
made them leave!
Did Jesus know a storm was coming? Of course he did! He
might have planned it just for this occasion. What we need to
remember today, as we face our own stormy times, is the truth
that God stands behind all the storms of our lives. If only one
area of our lives is outside His control today, then we are in
serious trouble. If the devil, the world, or this flesh is able to
disrupt our life, apart from the permission of God, then no area
of life is safe.
However, if God is in control, and I believe He is, then whatever
He brings into your life or mine will always work out for our
good and His glory.
How He Saw Them - vv.46-48a - They were on the sea in the
middle of a dark stormy night. Jesus was a long way away, on
a mountain, praying to His Father. Yet, the Bible tells us that He
saw them. This verse displays two great truths that need to be
mentioned about the Lord’s care for His people.
His interest - even though He was occupied with the matters
of eternity, still He was interested in His men and their
problems. He saw them toiling. They were in unbelievable
stress as they fought against the sea. Even the wind was
contrary. They were fighting for their very lives on the sea and
Jesus saw it all. Jesus knew their condition. He knew what they
faced. And He cared for them and for their safety.
We have the same assurance when we go through the storms
of our lives. We have a Saviour who is interested in what we
face in life.
In fact, our Lord is moved by the storms we are called on to
face (Hebrews 4:15). Bring your impossible situations to Him and
watch Him handle them in His power!
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His Intercession - Jesus was in that mountain, but He was not
wasting His time. He was in prayer.
Surely He was praying about the direction of His ministry, but I
think He was also praying for the disciples struggling in the
storm on the sea below.
Sometimes when we are feeling as if we are alone in our
troubles and worries we should remember that we haven’t
been abandoned in the storm; the Lord Himself is praying for
us at the throne of God (Romans 8:34). I can’t speak for you,
but it really does comfort me to know that the Lord is praying for
me in Heaven.
How He saved Them - vv.48b-51 - Jesus did not just send
these men out there to die in that storm. And He did not just
watch from a safe distance while they struggled. Jesus took an
active part in their rescue. Notice how Jesus ministered to His
men on that stormy sea. They were not left to struggle alone.
He came to them using the same waves they feared as His
transport. He has promised us that we can count on His
presence as well. He will be with us to strengthen us and
sustain us through all the storms of life. We will never weather
a storm alone!
His Peace - vv.49-50 - When the disciples saw Jesus walking
on the water, they thought they were seeing a spirit. They were
terrified and cried out because they thought they were seeing a
spirit walking on the water.
The phrase “would have passed them by” means that Jesus
walked out to where they were and began to walk side by side
to their boat. These disciples thought they were dead men!
Jesus senses their distress and immediately seeks to comfort
them. He identifies Himself by saying “It is I”. It’s the same
thing He said when He said “I am the Bread of Life”, “I am the
Door”, “I am the Way the Truth and the Life”.
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Then He commands them to stop being afraid and never fear
again. If they could have grasped Who it was that was with them,
they would have known that there was no reason to be afraid!
Is it not true that the storms of life terrify us? Is it not true that
the Lord will come to us, walking on the very waves we fear,
and we don’t even recognize Him? Is it not true that when we
do acknowledge His presence, He is able to speak peace to
our souls? If we can just learn to recognize His presence, even
while we are in a storm, we can have peace that passes all
understanding.
His Power - v.51 - Jesus just walks up to the boat and gets in.
As soon as He does the waves cease. John’s gospel tells us
that when Jesus got into the boat, it immediately arrived at the
other side of the lake (John 6:21). What a miracle! One moment
they’re in the middle of a raging sea; the next moment they are
on a calm sea at their destination! That is the power of our Lord!
The Second Portrait Is:
What This Miracle Is Really All About.
Jesus sent His disciples into this storm to give them a lesson in
faith. He sent them out there so that they might come to
understand who He really was. In a lot of ways, the disciples
were blind to the power and person of Jesus.
There they are, out on the sea, terrified and fearing for their
lives. All of a sudden, Jesus just shows up and demonstrates
His great power over nature.
He was not going up and down on the waves like a cork
bobbing on the ocean; He was not being tossed about by the
raging winds, He was walking out to that boat just as calmly
and as surely as if He had been walking on a footpath.
Then, when He set foot in their boat, the waves instantly
ceased their raging!
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These men had all the evidence they needed to believe that
Jesus was Who He claimed to be, yet eleven of them did not
fully realize who He was until He had died on the cross and
rose again from the dead.
One of their number, Judas, never did get it and he died lost in
his sins.
From what these disciples had already seen Jesus do, even
without this miracle, they ought to have known Who He was.
They had seen Him cast out demons, heal all manner of
diseases, raise a young girl from the dead, and now they had
just seen Him feed thousands with an extremely small amount
of food.
Jesus had given them an extensive, intensive lesson in His
power and ability, but they never quite got it. In spite of all they
had seen Him do, still they doubted His ability to handle the
next situation.
v.53.- As soon as they reach the shore, Jesus once again tries
to remove all doubts from the minds of these disciples. As they
watch, the local people bring out their sick ones. These people
have more faith than the disciples! They believe that if they can
just touch the hem of His garments they will be healed. Many
touch Him and they are instantly healed! The Lord had used
the disciples to heal before this (Mark 6:12,13). Here, He does
it Himself.
They are suffering from hard hearts and a lack of faith.
The Lord will accomplish His work either with us or without us.
Jesus did not need His disciples. He chose to work through
them. It seems to me that it would have been easier if He had
just done it Himself. He chooses to work through us too; isn’t
that a blessing?
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When we are walking with Him by faith, as we should be, He is
able to use us in a great way (Mark 6:12,13).
When we are not walking in faith, He is not able to use us as
He would like to. If He can’t use us, then He will find others He
can use!
Let’s determine that we will be a people
He can use for His glory!
__________________________________________________

The Mirror That Cannot Lie
James Neil – Skelmersdale

What do you see when you look in a mirror? … Do you like
what you see? ... Do you turn a blind eye to what you see?
Do you go to another mirror for a second opinion?... or do you
turn the mirror to the wall ... with the comment ... "They don't
make mirrors like they used to in my younger days" ?
Would I be correct to say that most of us look into a mirror
every day? Maybe to adjust a tie or scarf or perhaps just out of
habit? But when was the last time you looked hard and long
into a mirror and really saw what and who you were looking at?
It is so easy to look in a mirror and deceive ourselves. ... What
we think we see becomes in our mind reality.
Very often what we persuade ourselves to see is very much
influenced by our mood or frame of mind. If we are in a positive
mood then the grey hair makes us look more distinguished ...
the lines around the eyes are because we smile a lot and so on.
Of course if we are feeling a bit sorry for ourselves the grey hair
looks about to fall out and the wrinkles around our eyes are a
sign of the many burdens we carry. ... It can be very difficult to
really look at oneself in a mirror ... and what makes it difficult
may just be because we know that the mirror does not lie.
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For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and
sharper than any two edged sword, piercing even to
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the
joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts
and intents of the heart. Neither is there any
creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all
things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him
with whom we have to do. Hebrews 4:12-13
Often the Bible is referred to as the “Mirror of the soul” and
when we read these words from Hebrews ch.4 we can
understand why.
Here in the word of God we have a mirror which when we look
into it shows to us our true standing with our God. It tells us that
our God knows and sees us far more clearly than we see
ourselves, that He knows our innermost thoughts, that He
misses nothing, that no person can escape his gaze.
This is not a mirror which we can look into and see what we
want to see. When we look into this mirror we see ourselves as
we really are ... and how close in our life we are really walking
with Jesus.
The Bible is a book which means different things to different
people. For some it may be boring. To others it is a book of
great interest or yet to others it is a fairy story.
Perhaps for some people ... one of the reasons that they reject
the Bible is that they find it to hard to bear what they see in this
particular mirror.
Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith;
prove your own selves. Know ye not your own
selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be
reprobates? 2 Corinthians 13:5
How closely do we dare examine what we see when we look
into this “Mirror of the soul”?
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Who is this person we see ? Is it the person we want to see? If
not ... then don't turn the mirror to the wall ... but rather ... look
deeper and it will tell you how to become that person.
__________________________________________________

My Father’s house
James Lim - Lavender, Singapore

Walk prudently when you go to the house of God.
[Ecclesiastes. 5:1]

The word “oikos” for house appears quite a few times in the
New Testament in various interesting forms.
Doulos means bond-servant or slave. Although Jesus is the
son of God, he came as a servant. The apostles were chosen
as God’s ambassadors but they presented themselves as
bondservants (not superstars) for Jesus’ sake.
But made himself of no reputation, and took upon
him the form of a bond-servant (doulos), and was
made in the likeness of men. Philippians. 2:7
For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus
the Lord, and ourselves your bondservants (doulos)
for Jesus' sake. 2.Corinthians 4:5
A doulos who belongs to a certain household is called oiketes

(just like Dobby, the house elf in Harry Potter!). If you are an
oiketes of this master, should you be serving another?
No servant (oiketes) can serve two masters: for
either he will hate the one, and love the other; or
else he will hold to the one, and despise the other.
Ye cannot serve God and Mammon. Luke 16:13
Oikodome is a compound word from oikos (house) + doma
(build from demo).
“Building a house” is what Edifying is! Do you know that a huge
building is also called an Edifice?
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For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the
ministry, for the edifying (oikodome) of the body of
Christ. Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness
of Christ. Ephesians 4:12-13
For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's
field, you are God's building (oikodome). According
to the grace of God which was given to me, as a
wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and
another builds on it. But let each one take heed how
he builds on it. For no other foundation can anyone
lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
1.Corinthians 3:9-11

Lastly oikonomos, is a combination of oikos (house) + nomos
(manage). It means Steward. A steward manages or
establishes orderliness in a house BUT he is not the owner.
Since he is a mere servant, he is accountable to the owner.
The apostles saw themselves as bond-servants submitting to
Christ and stewards held accountable to God.
There are examples and descriptions of leading or leadership in
the scriptures but the word ‘leader’ is not used. I do not like the
word ‘leader’ in the church as it is a foothold for many secular
practices to infiltrate the church organization as the carnal mind
glorifies such a title. The word ‘steward’ is more appropriate. It
reminds us of our place. A responsible steward, a mere servant
naturally has to take the lead in his assigned role but he should
be acutely aware he has to answer to the Master.
Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and
stewards (oikonomos) of the mysteries of God.
Moreover it is required in stewards (oikonomos) that
one be found faithful. 1.Corinthians 4:1-2
As each one has received a gift, minister it to one
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another, as good stewards (oikonomos) of the
manifold grace of God. 1.Peter 4:10
How should we then behave in God’s household?
Will He find us faithful?
__________________________________________________

The Apostle Philip - “come and see”
Jonathan Ashurst, Byron, GA

Have you ever wished you could see God? Is it possible to see
God? The gospel of John explains:
No man has seen God at any time, the only
begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he
has declared him. John 1:18
The apostle Philip longed to know the nature of God. He
wanted to see God and to show Him to others. Through the
gospels, we see several accounts of how Jesus revealed the
Father to Philip.
I. (Please read John 1:43-46)
It is obvious from this passage that Philip had been anticipating
the Messiah’s arrival. He had studied the scriptures and knew
the prophecies about the coming Anointed One. When Jesus
came, Philip was ready and knew that He was the Messiah.
Immediately after Jesus called him, Philip went to tell
Nathanael. He wanted his friend to meet Jesus as well.
Although Nathanael expressed initial doubt, Philip persisted
that he should at least “Come and see.” Because of Philip’s
encouragement, Nathanael became a follower of Jesus.
II. (Please read John 6:5-7)
Like all of us, Philip was sometimes short-sighted, focusing on
physical circumstances rather than on the power of God.
Before Jesus’ miraculous feeding of the five thousand, He
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asked Philip where they could buy bread for feeding the crowds.
Philip knew that the disciples’ two hundred pennies could not
buy enough food for all the people. However, Jesus showed
Philip that He is able to use small gifts to meet great needs.
III. (Please read John 12:20-23)
During the Passover feast, several Greek proselytes asked
Philip if he would introduce them to Jesus. Perhaps they came
to Philip because of his Greek name. Philip and Andrew
brought them to Jesus, who spoke to them about his imminent
death, burial, and resurrection. Dye to Philip’s help, these
Greeks were able to see Jesus, listen to him teach, and hear a
voice from heaven respond to Him.
IV. (Please read John 14:6-9)
Later that week, on the night of the Passover, Philip asked
Jesus to show them the Father. Philip said he would be content
once he had seen God. Jesus told Philip that anyone who has
seen Jesus has seen the Father. Jesus is the revelation of
God’s character. If we want to know how God thinks, feels, or
acts, we should examine Jesus’ life. In the life of Jesus, Philip
had already seen God. As John wrote:
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us,
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
John 1:14

Like Philip, let us seek to be pure in heart so that we can see
God (Matthew 5:8). Let us remember to focus not on our limited
resources but on God’s power. And let us continue to tell others
about Jesus, encouraging them to come and see (John 1:46).
__________________________________________________
The following article is copied, with permission, from "International
Gospel Teacher" (issue number M3002).
We do not usually copy articles from other magazines but I was so
impressed by it I thought you might be too.
Editor.
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Jesus and Thomas - Too Good to be True?
Susie Frederick - West Freeway church of Christ, Fort Worth, USA
Matthew. 28, Mark.16, Luke. 24, John. 20 & 21

Has something wonderful ever happened to you - something so
good that you had trouble believing it was true? Let us consider
the apostles of Jesus around the time of His rising from the dead.
The Jews had been waiting for centuries for fulfillment of the
prophecies of a Messiah - a saviour - to rescue their nation.
They were looking for a political king, though, not a spiritual one
who would rescue their souls. Jesus had come to earth,
claiming to be the promised deliverer. They were sceptical, but
He had backed up His claims with miracles, teachings, and
fulfilled prophecies. Finally, many of the Jews believed. Then,
before He could be made king, He was condemned as a
criminal and executed! What a devastating event in the minds of
His followers! Even the eleven remaining apostles, who had
been with Him daily for about three years, did not understand
that His kingdom was not of this world. They were gathered
together mourning His death when the resurrection occurred.
On the day of Jesus’ resurrection, He appeared first to Mary
Magdalene. She went to the brethren as Jesus instructed, told
them she had seen Him, and what He had said to her. But
when they had heard that He was alive, what was their
response? They did not believe it.
Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women who
went to the tomb with them also saw and spoke with Jesus.
Jesus told them to go tell His disciples to go into Galilee, and
there they would also see Him. When the women did as He
said, how did the disciples respond? They thought it was
foolish talk, and they did not believe. Did they bother to go into
Galilee to see for themselves? No.
The same day, two of the followers of Jesus were walking to
Emmaus, about 7 miles (or 11 kilometres) from Jerusalem.
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They were discussing the recent events of the crucifixion and
the women’s accounts of seeing Jesus alive, when Jesus came
near and walked with them. They were kept from realizing who
He was. He asked them to tell Him what they were conversing
about, and thinking He had not heard the news, they explained.
Jesus reminded them of the prophecies, and He reasoned with
them about their fulfillment as they continued toward the town.
It was almost evening when they reached Emmaus, so the men
invited Jesus to stay with them. When they sat down to eat their
meal, Jesus was revealed to them, then He vanished out of
sight. They were so excited that they went right back to
Jerusalem (7 miles, remember) to tell the disciples what had
happened. But did the disciples believe these two men? No.
So why do we only label Thomas as “doubting”? Did the other
ten apostles believe Jesus had risen before they saw Him with
their own eyes? No.
On the evening of resurrection day Thomas was not with the
other ten apostles. I have often wondered where he was.
Scripture says the ten were shut inside for fear of the Jews.
Was Thomas not afraid? Was he sent out on an errand? We do
not know, of course, but it makes me wonder.
While the ten (not including Thomas) were eating, and
disbelieving the claims of the men and women who had seen
Jesus, He suddenly appeared in the room with them and
scolded them for their unwillingness to believe. Even after
inviting them to touch His hands and feet to prove He was risen
bodily, and not just a spirit, “they still did not believe for joy, and
marvelled”. He actually had to let them watch Him eat, and
explain the scripture prophecies - AGAIN - before they finally
believed!
When Thomas, the twin (I wonder about his twin, too) came back,
the others told him about Jesus’ visit. But he would no more
accept their word for Jesus’ resurrection than the ten would
14

accept the word of the other witnesses. He said he would not
believe until he saw Jesus and touched the wounds himself.
About a week later, he had his opportunity to do that. The
disciples - including Thomas - were in a room when Jesus again
appeared suddenly. Again He said, “Peace to you.” Then He
immediately addressed Thomas, answering his need. He told
him to touch the wounds in His hands and side, then said, “Do
not be unbelieving, but believing.” Finally, Thomas
acknowledged the risen saviour, saying, “My Lord and my God!”
Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you
have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet
have believed.” That’s me, that’s me! Jesus just gave me a
blessing! I want to congratulate myself!
But why should I be proud? After all, it was my sins that caused
Jesus’ extreme suffering and death. Should I not rather be
humbled, that in spite of my unworthiness, He chose to take my
punishment? Rather than being proud of myself - proud that I
believe without seeing Jesus - I feel ashamed. Then I feel so
grateful that because of Jesus’ death, God has given me
mercy. I thank God He has not given me what I deserve.
Instead, He has given me life eternal!
When I remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, I go through
many emotions. Shame that my behaviour caused the sacrifice
of God’s only begotten Son. Sadness that Jesus suffered
punishment for things I have done. Joy for God’s grace and
mercy. A sense of how much God values my soul.
Thankfulness for the future I expect to receive in heaven.
Determination to do a better job of showing my love for God
and man. Hope that my influence will only be for good, and will
help others to look to Jesus for salvation and eternal life.
May God help us all to teach and lead souls to forgiveness and
eternal life.
__________________________________________________
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The Month of the Abib [Hebrew: AVIV]
"This month shall be to you the beginning of months.
It shall be the first month of the year to you." [Exodus 11:2]

This Summer Muslims are observing the fast of
Ramadan. Ramadan might occur during any
season. Muslim years always have 12 lunar
months (of about 29 days each) but the solar
year is about 365 days long.
Both Muslims and Jews observe lunar months.
So how is it that Jews' first month is always in
the Spring and their harvest festivals are always
at harvest time? Sometimes they add a month.
Where did the Torah (Moses' Law) authorize the
Jews to add extra months? The answer is simple
and had nothing to do with astronomy. According
to the Torah, the ripening barley harvest signified
the first month of every year.
As the children of Israel hurriedly left Egypt they
would see fields of barley nearly ready for
harvest. To remind them of this, each year
when the barley husk was turning light green*
the sighting of the next new moon was to be
declared the start of a new year. This usually
occurred after a 12th. month. If it wasn't turning
light green they would wait one more month
and then declare a new year. In this way lunar
months kept in step with the harvests.
They were always to remind future generations
that this was the month in which God brought
them out of Egypt. It was to be their first month
and it was called the month of The Aviv*
NOTE: *"Aviv" (the A.V. says Abib) is the light green

colour of the barley husk when it is almost ready for
harvest. [Tel Aviv = Green Mound].

______________________________________

The Kingdom and the Law
Matthew 5:21-48
Derek L. Daniell - Tunbridge Wells

Having outlined the special character of His Kingdom citizen in
His sermon on the mount, Jesus now addresses the need for
a quality of righteousness that must exceed that of the
Pharisees, Matthew 5:20. His treatment is specific that He came
to fulfil the Law, not to destroy it, 5:17, this was because He
claimed to be the Christ of the prophetic promises. His
teaching brought him into conflict with the religious leaders
and brought anxiety among the people. They came into
conflict with Jesus in the company he kept and over Sabbath
observance. So much so that they had already determined to
destroy him, Mark 3:6; Luke 6:11. It would soon become clear in
his sermon that this conflict was not with the Law, but with
their perversion of it, Mark 7:6-8. The concern of Jesus is the
fulfilment of God's purpose, not their observance of precepts.
Jesus was destined to be the fulfilment of all the O.T. writings
and prophecies concerning him, Luke 24:25-27,44-48; Acts 3:22-26.
Jesus was to be the culmination of the laws purpose to bring
justification through faith in Him, Romans 10:4; Galatians 3:24-26.
The Law was to end and had led, as it had promised, to the
establishment of a new covenant with better promises,
Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 8:6-13.
The citizen of the Kingdom of Heaven is now under the law of
Christ, 1 Corinthians 9:21; Galatians 6:2. To turn from Christ back
to the Law would arrest their spiritual development. The
teachings of Jesus do not represent a radical departure from
the Law, but are a natural extension of the two greatest
commandments which are first found in the Law, Deuteronomy
6:5 and Leviticus 19:18. The great difference between the Law
and the Gospel is in the sacrificial death and resurrection of
the Son of God.
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The Unthinkable Command
Continuing on from Matthew 5:20, Jesus gives many
contrasting examples between the moral law as taught by the
Pharisees and His moral law under the coming kingdom.
The final example of the quality of the citizen of the kingdom of
heaven is to many people an unthinkable command to obey.
"You have heard that it was said, you shall love your
neighbour and hate your enemy. But I say to you,
love your enemies and pray for those who persecute
you" [Matthew 5:43-44].
The Law said that they were to “love their neighbour as they
loved themselves”, Leviticus 19:18. Surely His audience could
not have anticipated that they were to love their enemies in
the same way as their neighbour. In Luke 10:27 Jesus
reminded them as to how they were to love their neighbour
with His parable of the Good Samaritan, v28-37. Paul in writing
to the church in Rome quoted Proverbs 25:21 to instruct them
how they were to deal with their enemies, “If your enemy is
hungry, feed him, if he is thirsty, give him a drink, for in
so doing you will heap burning coals on his head”, cp
Romans 12:20. Jesus loved those who were crucifying him and
asked His Father to forgive them and set us an example to
follow in His steps, 1 Peter 2:21-25. While we were yet sinners,
Jesus the Christ loved us so much that he died to save us,
Romans 5:9. As citizens of the kingdom of Heaven if we are to
love our enemies, then there will certainly be no member of
the human race, however different, however distant, however
vile, to which we do not owe the best we can give him. Our
enemies may persecute us, but Jesus tells us that we will be
blessed, and to:
"Rejoice and be glad for our reward is great, for in
the same way they persecuted the prophets who
were before you."
Matthew 5:11-12.
__________________________________________________
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Sharing The Good news
Pilomon Raja - Stretford, Manchester

The good news is the gospel and it is so easily and beautifully
declared by Paul in, 1 Corinthians 15:1-5.
Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I
preached to you, which also you received and in which you
stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that
word which I preached to you - unless you believed in vain.
3
For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received:
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4
and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third
day according to the Scriptures, and that He was seen by
Cephas and then by the twelve.
The Gospel is not only good news but it is "God's power to
salvation for everyone who believes" (Romans 1:16). In Christ only
is there salvation because "there is no other name under heaven
given among men by which we must be saved" (Acts 4:12).
It is very clear from above that Salvation is only through the
gospel and through Christ, but you might ask why is there a
need for Christ to die and why the resurrection? To understand
this we need to go back to the beginning when God created
man and woman in His own image, Genesis 1:26,27. We were
made in the similitude of God, James 3:9, but we all have sinned
and fallen short of the glory of God, Romans 3:23.
Sin is lawlessness, 1 John 3:4, and it separates us from God,
Sins hide His face from us that He will not hear, Isaiah 59:1-2.
We are drawn by our own desires "the lust of the flesh, the
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life" (1 John 2:16), and "when
desire has conceived it gives birth to sin, and sin when it is full
grown, brings forth death" James 1:14.15. "The wages of sin is
death" Romans 6:23 and no matter what good we might have
done, sin always leads to death, Ezekiel 18:24.
We all have sinned, and that is why we need the good news,
and that is why we need Christ. Christ was "manifested"
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revealed, to take away our sins, 1 John 3:5. He was the Lamb of
God who was sacrificed to take away the sin of the world, John
1:29. He was in all things made like His brethren, like us, that
He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things
pertaining to God, to make propitiation for sins of the people
(Hebrews 2:17). He is our High Priest who could sympathise with
our weakness, and was in all points tempted as we are, yet He
was without sin. (Hebrews 4:15). He left us an example that we
should follow His steps, and committed no sin (1 Peter 2:21.22).
Jesus was sinless, yet He bore our sins in His own body on
the tree, on the cross. He suffered and died for our sins, and
by His stripes we are healed, 1 Peter 2:24.25.
He was despised and rejected by men, but surely He
has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows. He was
stricken, smitten by God, He was wounded for our
transgressions and bruised for our iniquities. We have
turned, every one, to His own way, And the Lord has laid
on Him the iniquity of us all. [Isaiah 53:3-6]
He died for us all and we are healed by His suffering. Jesus
died for us! He not only was delivered for our offences, but He
was raised up for our justification. He AROSE! Romans 4:25.
Jesus was:
declared to be the Son of God with power according to
the Spirit of Holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.
[Romans 1:4]
He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for
themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again.
God raised Him up, death couldn’t hold Him, Acts 2:24, and it is
swallowed up in victory, and we have the victory through
Jesus Christ our Lord, 2 Corinthians 15:55-57.
This is the good news, that Jesus came in to this world, died
for our sins, He was buried and He rose again that we might
be justified.
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He who knew no sin was made sin for us that we might
become the righteousness of God in Him. [2 Corinthians 5:21]
God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not
reckoning their trespasses to them and has committed to
us the word of reconciliation. [2 Corinthians 5:19]
God is calling you through Jesus to be reconciled to Him, this
is the good news. You have heard it, all you need to do is to
believe it, confess that Christ is the son of God, repent and be
baptized to be a new creation.
Hear and Believe:
The Apostle Paul tells us that faith comes by hearing and
hearing by the word of God, Romans 10:17. We die in our sins if
we do not believe that He is, John 8:24. But we, who have not
seen Jesus and yet believe that he is the Christ the Son of
God, are blessed and by believing we might have life through
his name, John 20:29,31. Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the
living God, and he has the words of eternal life, John 6:68,69.
We should believe just like the Ethiopian eunuch did that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God, Acts 8:37.
Otherwise you will die in your sins:
I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins:
for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your
sins. [John 8:24]
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
believed. But these are written, that ye might
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God;
and that believing ye might have life through his
name. [John 20:31]
Believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, Acts 8:37.
Peter said to Christ - "who else can we go to. You have the
words of eternal life, And we believe and are sure that thou art
that Christ, the Son of the living God." [John 6:69]
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Repent:
We need to repent and be baptised, everyone of us, in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and we will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, Acts 2:38. We all perish if we
do not repent, Luke 13:3.
God now commands all men everywhere to repent,
because He has appointed a day on which He will judge
the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has
ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising
Him from the dead. [Acts 17:30, 31]
Confess:
If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus, and
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the
dead you will be saved. For with the heart one believes
into righteousness, and with the mouth, confession is
made unto Salvation. [Romans 10:9]
Whoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God,
God dwells in him, and he in God. [1 John 4:15]
Be baptized
into the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
Baptism is immersion, submersion in the watery grave, and
coming out of it as a new creation, being cleansed from our
sins. Baptism is not removing filth from the flesh, but a good
conscience's appeal toward God, 1 Peter 3:21.
We appeal to you as Ananias did to Paul;
and now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized,
and wash away your sins calling on the name of the
Lord. [Acts 22:16]
He who believes and is baptized shall be saved; but he
that believes not shall be damned. [Mark 16:16]
You have heard it, what are you waiting for?
__________________________________________________
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Philip The Evangelist
Obedient to God's Directions
Jonathan Ashurst- Byron, GA

In the June issue, we examined the life of the apostle Philip. This
month we'll be taking a break from the series on the apostles to study
the life of another Philip, the one known as Philip the evangelist.

Not to be confused with Philip the apostle, Philip the evangelist
was one of the seven men chosen to help distribute food to
widows in the church. Acts 6:1-7 lists these seven and
explains how they were appointed. It is noted that these men
were to be "of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and
wisdom" (Acts 6:3). As we continue to study Philip's life, we see
that these qualities helped him to be submissive to God's will.
After Stephen (one of the seven) was stoned to death, the
disciples were scattered from Jerusalem (Acts 8:1). Philip went
to Samaria (Acts 8:5) and preached there. Many people gladly
accepted the good news, even Simon the sorcerer (8:13).
However, in the midst of this thriving ministry, God called
Philip to leave Samaria (Acts 8:26). Not only that, but the place
to which God sent him was a desert. It might have been
difficult for Philip to understand why God was directing him
elsewhere. Nevertheless, he followed God's directions without
hesitation (8:27).
On the road that leads from Jerusalem to Gaza, Philip met a
eunuch from Ethiopia. This man was a trusted court official of
Queen Candice, working as her treasurer. He had come up to
Jerusalem to worship and was now returning home. As he
travelled, he was reading from a scroll of Isaiah's prophecies
(Acts 8:27-28).
The Spirit directed Philip to \\go near the chariot, which Philip
did. He began a conversation with the eunuch, who invited
him to ride with him and asked him what a certain passage
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meant. After explaining that the prophecy had been fulfilled in
Jesus, Philip expounded the good news. When they came to
water, the eunuch asked to be baptized (Acts 8:30-38).
Philip might have expected to travel with the eunuch and
evangelize the people of Ethiopia. However, the following
happened instead: "And when they were come up out of
the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that
the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way
rejoicing. But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing
through he preached in all the cities, till he came to
Caesarea." (Acts 8:39-40). Philip was willing to go wherever the
Spirit led him, and preached wherever he went.
Philip is not mentioned again until Acts 21:8-10. Apparently he
had settled in Caesarea, marrying and having four daughters.
After their third missionary journey, Paul and Luke stayed at
Philip's house. It seems that Philip had shared his faith with
his family, because Luke records that all four of Philip's
daughters could prophesy (21:9).
It was while Paul was staying at Philip's house that the
prophet Agabus warned Paul against going to Jerusalem.
"When we heard these things, both we, and they of that
place, besought him not to go up to Jerusalem." (Acts
21:12) It seems that Philip and his daughters were among this
group. However, Paul was determined to go, no matter what
awaited him. "And when he would not be persuaded, we
ceased, saying, The will of the Lord be done." (Acts 21:14). It
is unclear whether or not the Lord wanted Paul to go to
Jerusalem. What is clear is that Philip continued to honour
God's will, striving to follow it and encouraging others to do so.
As a deacon, an evangelist, a father, a host, and a brother in
Christ, Philip faithfully submitted himself to the will of the Lord.
We would do well to follow his example.
__________________________________________________
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"IF"
James Neil - Skelmersdale

IF Is a little word with an enormous influence. Here are some
of the striking examples to be found in the Bible:
Genesis chapter 4 verse 7

When Cain was angered at God's rejection of his sacrifice,
God rebuked him with these words:
If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and
if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. ...
Genesis chapter 8:

Noah 8 sent forth a dove from him, to see if the
waters were abated from off the face of the ground;
9
But the dove found no rest for the sole of her foot, and
she returned unto him into the ark, for the waters were
on the face of the whole earth: ... he stayed yet other
seven days; and again he sent forth the dove out of the
ark; 11 And the dove came in to him in the evening; and,
lo, in her mouth was an olive leaf pluckt off: so Noah
knew that the waters were abated from off the earth. 12
And he stayed yet other seven days; and sent forth the
dove; which returned not again unto him any more.
It was a matter of great importance to Noah to find out if the
waters were receding.
Genesis chapter 13:
1

And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife,
and all that he had, and Lot with him, into the south. 2
And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold.
3
:And he went on his journeys from the south even to
Bethel, unto the place where his tent had been at the
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beginning, between Bethel and Hai; 4 Unto the place of
the altar, which he had made there at the first: and
there Abram called on the name of the LORD. 5 And Lot
also, which went with Abram, had flocks, and herds,
and tents. 6 And the land was not able to bear them,
that they might dwell together: for their substance was
great, so that they could not dwell together. 7 And there
was a strife between the herdsmen of Abram's cattle
and the herdsmen of Lot's cattle: and the Canaanite
and the Perizzite dwelled then in the land. 8 And Abram
said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray thee,
between me and thee, and between my herdsmen and
thy herdsmen; for we be brethren. 9 Is not the whole
land before thee? separate thyself, I pray thee, from
me: if thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the
right; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to
the left. 10 And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the
plain of Jordan, that it was well watered every where,
before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah,
even as the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt,
as thou comest unto Zoar. 11 Then Lot chose him all the
plain of Jordan; and Lot journeyed east: and they
separated themselves, the one from the other. 12 Abram
dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the
cities of the plain, and pitched his tent toward Sodom.
In verse 9 Abraham pleaded with Lot:
IF you will take the left, I will take the right or IF you
take the right I will take the left.
A CONTEXT OF PEACE KEEPING.

JOB 14:14 Poses the real question of all questions:
If a man die... shall he live again? [Job 14:14]
Jesus, when he was asked if he was the Christ, replied:
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If I tell you, you will not believe, Luke 22:67.
Many people today claim to be searching for the truth ... the
way .... but when they are told ... they will not believe it.
Jesus said to them:
You will die in your sins...because if you do not believe
that I am he ….you will die in your sins [John 8:24].
In other words, Jesus was telling them that he was not
speaking empty words but that what they were doubting would
cost them their eternal salvation.
LUKE RECORDS THE DEVIL TEMPTING JESUS BY GOADING
HIM WITH THE WORDS:

IF you are the son of God, ...... Luke 4:9.
What did the people, who saw Jesus as he hung on the cross,
goad him with ?
He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the
King of Israel, let him now come down from the cross,
and we will believe him. [Matthew 27:42]
IF HE BE THE KING OF ISRAEL.
IF … IF …. IF

What part does the word 'IF' play in your life?
__________________________________________________

AS AT THE BEGINNING
Allan Ashurst - Stretford, Manchester

These verses are mind blowing:
Therefore says the Lord, the LORD of hosts, the mighty
One of Israel, ... I will lay my hand on you and purely
purge away your dross and take away all your tin, and I
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will restore* your judges as at the first, and your
counsellors as at the beginning ... [Isaiah 1:24-26].
*The Hebrew word SHOOWB is also translated "restore" in
Daniel 9:25 (KJV/AV).
So, in captivity, YHWH purged them, then restored the nation
to what it was like at the beginning when he appointed for
them judges, Deuteronomy 16:18, 25:1, Ezra 7:25.
In asking for a king they were rejecting YHWH from being their
ruler. Was that idolatry?
This day you have rejected your God , ... and you have
said to HIM ... appoint a king over us.' 1 Samuel 10:19.
However YHWH was going to purge the nation, of even that,
and restore the city to what it was like at the beginning. Then
and only then, it would be called righteous, faithful.
I will restore your judges as at the first, and your
counsellors as at the beginning: afterwards you will
be called, the city of righteousness, the faithful city
[Isaiah 1:26].
It appeared to them that God's way did not work and the
surrounding nations were successful. So instead of putting
right what had gone wrong they demanded a king.
They said to Samuel, Behold, you are old, and your
sons don't walk in your ways: now make us a king to
judge us, like all the nations [1 Samuel 8:5].
Then God's way was judges. Now God's way is qualified
elders in each assembly who oversee, teach, train and
shepherd all the flock, Ephesians 4:11ff.
We must not be complacent and assume that the “restoration
movement” immediately got everything right. We must remove
any dross, resist the temptation to emulate the apparently
13

successful novel ways of proliferating sects.
It up to us, with love, prayer, with God's help and
perseverance to continue striving to get back, guided by God's
word, to what was intended at the beginning.
__________________________________________________

Astray In The World
Sister V.Sujatha - Stretford.

“I cried because I had no shoes,
until I saw a man who had no feet”
Everybody is worried about their problems in their life and
asks God to make things better for them. But if you see with
open eyes, God has taken care of us well. He has given us
everything we need.
A person riding a bicycle looks at the one going on a scooter
and maybe wants to have one. Someone going on a scooter
might envy the one going on a motorbike or in car. The person
going in an ordinary car might want to have a luxury car. We
feel smaller and smaller as we do this kind of comparison.
Why worry about vain things? There is a difference between
need and luxury. God gave us legs to walk, and to be different
from other four legged animals, which was our requirement.
Car, bike, bicycle are the luxuries that we invented to be
different. The ones having luxury vehicles are considered to
be the upper class people, the ones in ordinary cars or bikes
as middle class and the ones with a bicycle or no vehicle at all
as lower class. Should we make this difference? Just because
some have more money, they are treated differently. Who
made this difference? God didn’t. He made us in the likeness
of his own image. We are to be like Him. We should take a
close look at ourselves and our deeds. Are they how God
wants you to be?
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We might be rich, or powerful or whatever - but we must never
forget the way of godliness.
Godliness with contentment is great gain [1 Timothy 6:6].
People should not respect us just because of our big position
at the work place or in society but because of our good
humble nature. We must be merciful, Luke 6:36. Be humble and
obedient like Christ, Philippians 2:8. Let our gentleness be
known to all men, Philippians 4:5. It is not the standard of living
that is important but the manner of living. We should give
equal respect to all irrespective of their position. We must not
boast, James 4:16,17. We expect respect then give respect. We
will be respected from the heart only if we respect others. As
we want others to do to us, we should also do to them
likewise, Luke 6:31.
Everyday should be passed as if it were to be our last. For
nobody knows the day and hour of the Lord but only the
Father, Mark 13:32. Do not get caught up in worldly lust.
The world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he
who does the will of God abides forever [1.John 2:17].
In the kingdom of God everybody is equal. There is no upper,
middle or lower class. Our position or power won’t help us to
gain a place in heaven.
For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain
we can carry nothing out. [1 Timothy 6:7]
The king and the beggar will be treated in the same way. Our
riches won’t take us to heaven. Do not live for the bread alone
but live by every word of God, Matthew 4:4
__________________________________________________
God opposes the proud and gives grace to the humble.
[1 Peter 5:5]
__________________________________________________
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Chapter and Verse Numbers
This is a leaf from a 4th century Greek Bible. It has no
chapter divisions,
verse numbers or
paragraphs and it
seems that a
different scribe has
added a title.
Most modern editions
have titles, chapters,
and verses. These
additions make it
easy to refer to any
passage by Book,
Chapter, Verse. Some editors add subheadings, crossreferences, comments, and footnotes. These might be useful
aids but it must be borne in mind that they are not part of the
original text. Sometimes they can be misleading. For example,
some chapter divisions are badly placed and interrupt the flow
of thought. One that does this is the division: Acts chapter 2.
About 120 disciples were gathered in an upper room when
Matthias was chosen to replace Judas Iscariot [Acts 1:13-26]
Because of the chapter division some mistakenly think that all
those disciples were baptised in the Holy Spirit. If the division
is ignored it is evident only the twelve apostles were baptised
in the Holy Spirit: "... Matthias was numbered with the
eleven apostles and when the day of Pentecost was fully
come they* were all with one accord in one place."
* i.e. Matthias and the eleven apostles.
It was "they"* who "were all filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak with other tongues" (i.e. languages) v.4.
continued on page 15

Inheriting the Promises
Matthew 5:21-48
Derek L. Daniell - Tunbridge Wells

God has “given to us exceedingly great and precious promises”
(2 Peter 1:4). So how can we make sure that we obtain all the
many wonderful things that God has promised us?
Hebrews 6:11-12 provides us with two necessities:
We desire that each one of you show the same
earnestness to have the full assurance of hope until the
end, so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those
who through faith and patience inherit the promises.
First: FAITH is vital in obtaining that which God has promised.
Faith is so important, because as the Hebrew writer tells us that:
without faith it is impossible to please Him, for whoever
would draw near to God must believe that He exists and
that He rewards those who seek Him. (Hebrews. 11:6)
In this great chapter of faith (Hebrews 11) example after
example is given of those, who by faith, met and obeyed
God’s instructions and conditions, and as a result, received
the promises given by the Lord. For example:
By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac
and he who had received the promises offered up his only
begotten son. (Hebrews. 11:17)
Thus, the kind of faith that pleases God is a living, active,
obedient faith. Giving a mere mental agreement or consent to
the fact that God exists is not enough. James said it this way:
You believe that there is one God. you do well. Even the
demons believe and tremble. (James. 2:19)
He goes on to tell us:
You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by
faith only. (James. 2:24)
Thus, we are saved by a comprehensive faith, a faith that
does all, that God has commanded.
In James 1:5, the Lord promises wisdom to those who need it
and there is more to the promise than simply asking.
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The next two verses give us the importance of faith in
receiving the promise:
But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts
is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.
For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything
from the Lord. (James 1:6-7)
Therefore, having faith that God will do what He has promised
means we have something to do to obtain what He has promised.
Second: PATIENCE is also needed in obtaining what God has
promised. The Apostle Paul said that we "through patience
and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope" (Romans 15:4).
Too often, we lose patience and give up too quickly. This is
clearly brought out in Hebrews 10:36: "For you have need of
patience, that, after you have done the will of God, you may
receive the promise." Paul stressed this when he said, "And let
us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we
shall reap if we do not lose heart" (Galatians. 6:9). If we,
therefore, give up before God sends His blessings, we will
miss them. When we get frustrated and discouraged, we need
to be reminded of the inspired words of James:
As an example of suffering and patience brothers, take the
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. Behold, we
consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have
heard of the patience of Job and you have seen the purpose
of the Lord how the Lord is compassionate and merciful
(James. 5:10-11)

Yes, God has promised us some wonderful blessings. The
ultimate of all blessings will be Heaven! May we all have faith
and patience enough to obtain them. We close with the words
of the Apostle John: "Here is the patience of the saints;
here are those who keep the commandments of God and
the faith of Jesus" (Revelation 14:12). May we ever strive to be
of that number here on earth who have faith and patience.
__________________________________________________

Bitterness
James Lim - Lavender, Singapore

I have never heard a sermon or bible class on Bitterness as
the main topic. Bitterness is easy to recognize but hard to
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define. Some folks may confuse it with grief, anger or even
hatred. I wonder why bitterness is not listed in the list of sins
mentioned by Jesus in Mark 7:21-23 yet it is mentioned in
Ephesians together with malice. It is curious that bitterness in
Hebrews 12:15-16 has “root”. Why not “seed of bitterness”?
Various folks experienced bitterness - the patriarch Isaac and
Rebekah, Naomi who became a pauper, childless Hannah,
faithful Job, defeated King Agag, the Apostle Peter and
covetous Simon Magus.
The first mention is found in Gen.26:35 when Esau gave much
grief to his parents by taking two Hittite wives. The Hebrew
word was translated as “grief of mind”. In Prov. 17:25 “A
foolish son brings grief to his dad but bitterness to his mum”.
Every firstborn son born to a traditional family brings much joy.
Esau, the joy of Isaac and Rebekah, and hope to their tribe,
chose to marry, of all people, Hittites. Worse still, he married
two of them! “How could this boy do such a thing? If only he
had married the daughter of our fellow tribesman.”
Any childless woman, who yearns for a child, would
empathise with Hannah. She would grieve much as she was
constantly reminded each time she saw any child with his
parents visiting the temple or at a family gathering. Why
doesn’t God grant me this favour?
Job might be bitter with a barrage of questions– “why me?” “
what have I done wrong?”
Peter, upon his realization of his act of betrayal, would have
lamented: “how could I have done such a thing to my Lord? If
only I could turn back the clock.”
I think all bitter folks have one thing in common – a
disequilibrium, a certain irreconcilable loss, an imbalance that
begs to be restored. Like a see-saw that is tilted towards one
end, there is an earnest desire to balance things out but despite
much effort, a “reset” of the situation is not within reach.
Here are some phrases which may describe how a bitter
person feels or behaves:
a) A bitter person wants to “get even”
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b) The heart is unsettled because it keeps churning up the

past hurt which cannot be resolved.
c) The constant reminder “eats into him”.
d) There is a constant cry for justice. “This is unfair!”
e) A bitter man may even get satisfaction from what the
German termed as Schadenfreude - the joy he gets when
his enemy experiences some misfortune. Serves you right!
The following verses are interesting:
Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour,
and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all
malice. (Ephesians 4:31)
Peter told Simon Magus: For I perceive that thou art in the
gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity. (Acts 8:23)
Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest
any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby
many be defiled; Lest there be any fornicator, or profane
person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his
birthright. (Hebrews 12:15-16)
Based on these verses I deduce:
1. We are to put away ALL bitterness together with 5 other
sins-wrath, anger, clamour, evil speaking and ALL malice
2. It is associated with fornication and profanity like Esau.
Why?
3. …because we are in danger of failing from the grace of God
thus losing our “birthright”.
4. Bitterness has roots. Unless uprooted with due diligence, the
bond of iniquity remains. Like some weeds, if it is not
completely uprooted, bitterness may sprout again and again.
5. Not only will it trouble you but it defiles many as well.
Bitterness spreads and churns up many sins listed above.
The Greek word for bitterness is picric, a word derived from “peg”.
How does bitterness work?
I am reminded of 1 Corinthians 10:32-33:
Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles,
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nor to the church of God: Even as I please all men in all
things, not seeking mine own profit, but the profit of many,
that they may be saved.
Here is a possible scenario how bitterness works it you are
bitter towards a person whom you think has done you
grievous wrong:
A bitter person has unsettled matters that eat into him. He
wants some restitution to get even. If he can't, he grieves and
churns up the past when triggered by any memory that
offends. Getting even when perceived to be misunderstood
may lead him to railing. He wants the attention or ventilation
for his grief, seeking justification for whatever still troubles him
deeply. In ventilating his innermost thoughts, he may say
unkind words of slander, spite, wrath with malice.
He constantly sees himself as a victim. Defilement ensues.
Bitterness spreads affecting others who take sides (parties)
leading to division. Those who take his side, join him in
clamouring. Unless he breaks his bond with iniquity he may
not receive God's blessings because bitterness has pegged
him down. He only seeks first his own self righteousness and
self-justification to nurse his wound. He is unable to seek first
the Kingdom of God and His righteousness. Bitterness
spreads. Will many be saved through him? No, none profit.
I ponder whether this is the reason why bitterness is
mentioned in Ephesians 4:31 after Paul mentioned “giving
diligence to keep the unity” in verse 3.
A bitter person is unable to contribute to the following key
words of Ephesians 4:15-16 because he is too preoccupied
nursing his festering wound to be able to be: a)"speaking truth
in love" b)"fitly framed" c)"Knit together" d)"every joint supply"
e)"makes the increase of the body" f)"building up in love"
__________________________________________________

The Ethiopian Eunuch's Conversion
Acts 8:26-39 [KJV]
Jonathan Ashurst- Byron, GA

Over the last several issues we have been studying the
apostles. In the last issue, we took a break to study the life of
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Philip the Evangelist; this month we want to focus on the
conversion of the Ethiopian eunuch
What was the good news that the apostles (and Philip) were
trying to share with the world? It was news that changed many
people's lives, including that of the Ethiopian eunuch.
The Ethiopian eunuch was a proselyte (a non-Jewish convert
who worshiped the true God). When Philip the Evangelist met
him, the eunuch had just been worshiping at Jerusalem. At the
temple, the eunuch would have worshiped in the court of the
Gentiles, where Jesus had cleared out the money-changers
(Mark 11:15-17) and talked to the Greeks (John 12:20-23) during
his ministry. Since Greek was the common language of the
day, apparently the eunuch was reading from the Greek
Septuagent translation of the book of Isaiah. This would
account for the slightly different wording of the passage when
compared to the Hebrew text.
The eunuch showed sincerity and devotion to God. He was
traveling a great distance, worshiping the true God, and
studying the scriptures. Because he was earnestly seeking the
truth, God gave him the opportunity to hear it. Jesus
promised, "Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall
find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you" (Matthew 7:7).
As Philip approached the chariot, he asked the eunuch if he
understood what he was reading. The eunuch replied, "How
can I, except some man should guide me?" (Acts 8:31) Then he
invited Philip to come ride with him and discuss the prophecy,
which was a translation of Isaiah 53:7-8:
"He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and like a lamb
dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth: In his
humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who shall
declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth."
The eunuch was wondering to whom the prophet was referring,
himself or someone else. As a eunuch in the service of the
Ethiopian government, he himself would never have a family or
children, so he identified with the character. Who was this man,
who had meekly suffered injustice and died young, without
posterity to carry on his name? And why was he so important?
From the scripture, Philip was able to share the good news of
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Jesus Christ. His exact words are not recorded, but it says
that "he preached unto him Jesus." (Acts 8:35) Jesus was the
one who had fulfilled these prophecies given through Isaiah
over 700 years before! Jesus had taught, served, and done
mighty works. He had died, been buried, and had risen from
the dead! (1 Corinthians 15:3-7) Now, Jesus had commanded his
apostles to "Go ... and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you." (Matthew 28:19-20)
When Philip and the eunuch came upon some water, the
eunuch asked, "See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be
baptized?" (Acts 8:36) Philip told him that if he believed with all
his heart, he might. The eunuch replied, "I believe that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God." (v.37) Then, they went down into the
water, and Philip baptized (lit. "immersed") the eunuch. (v.38)
When they came up out of the water, the Spirit transported
Philip to another place. The eunuch never saw Philip again, but
his life was forever changed. He had heard and believed the
good news of Jesus Christ, leading him to repent of his sins,
confess his belief in Christ, and be immersed for the forgiveness
of his sins (Acts 2:36-39, Romans 10:9-13, 1.Peter 3:21). Now a part of
the family of God, he "went on his way rejoicing." (v.39)
Note: In modern versions, Acts 8:37 is sometimes omitted or
bracketed. However, Irenaeus and Cyprian quoted from it,
showing that the verse was in the very early manuscripts that
they used (late 100s - early 200s AD).
__________________________________________________

ARE YOU SURE?
1 Kings 1:1-53
James Neil - Skelmersdale

I recently received an advertisement by E-Mail which,
as an introduction, had a seemingly simple question
"ARE YOU SURE?" It set me thinking - I must admit - and
after just a few minutes I realised as I looked back over
my life that perhaps I have not always been "AS SURE"
as I thought I was. Many times I WAS sure, but time
often showed me that I had been too sure!
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Looking at scripture I find that I am far from being
alone in this. 1 Kings 1 tells us about a young man who
was much too sure of himself and paid the price.
Then Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself,
saying, I will be king: and he prepared him chariots
and horsemen, and fifty men to run before him.
(1.Kings 1:1)

David's son set himself up as king while his father was
still alive. Adonijah had been spoiled, and developed a
cocky attitude.
verse 6. And his father had not displeased him at any
time in saying, Why hast thou done so? and he also
was a very goodly man; and his mother bare him
after Absalom.
Adonijah arranged a huge party and invited many of
David's subjects to it. Even some of David's servants,
such as Joab and Abiathar, followed Adonijah (v.7).
They seemed sure Adonijah was going to be the next
king, but they were wrong.
verse 7. And he conferred with Joab the son of
Zeruiah, and with Abiathar the priest: and they,
following Adonijah, helped him.
Nathan and Solomon (David and Bathsheba's son)
were not invited (v.10). So Nathan the prophet urged
David's wife Bathsheba to go to the king. They wanted
David to officially announce Solomon as his successor.
verses 16-18. And Bathsheba said unto him, My lord,
thou swarest by the LORD thy God unto thine
handmaid, saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son shall
reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne. And
now, behold, Adonijah reigneth; and now, my lord
the king, thou knowest it not:
Nathan reassured David that Adonijah had set himself up.
verse 24. And Nathan said, My lord, O king, hast thou
said, Adonijah shall reign after me, and he shall sit
upon my throne?
David decided to follow Bathsheba's advice.
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verse 29. And the king sware, and said, As the LORD

liveth, that hath redeemed my soul out of all
distress, 30 Even as I sware unto thee by the LORD
God of Israel, saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son
shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne
in my stead; even so will I certainly do this day.
The king told Zadok, Nathan, and Benaiah to set Solomon
on the royal mule and have him anointed as king.
And king David said: Take with you the servants of
your lord, and cause Solomon my son to ride upon
mine own mule, And let Zadok the priest and Nathan
the prophet anoint him there - king over Israel: and
blow ye with the trumpet, and say, God save king
Solomon. Then ye shall come up after him, that he
may come and sit upon my throne; for he shall be
king in my stead: and I have appointed him to be
ruler over Israel and over Judah. (verses 32-35)
When Solomon was anointed, the noise of the people's
rejoicing was so loud that "the earth rent with the
sound of them." (v.40)
When Adonijah and his guests found out what had
happened, they fled in fear (v.49). Adonijah himself
begged for mercy.
51
And it was told Solomon, saying, Behold, Adonijah
feareth king Solomon: for, lo, he hath caught hold on
the horns of the altar, saying, Let king Solomon
swear unto me to day that he will not slay his
servant with the sword. 52 And Solomon said, If he
will shew himself a worthy man, there shall not an
hair of him fall to the earth: but if wickedness shall
be found in him, he shall die. 53 So king Solomon
sent, and they brought him down from the altar. And
he came and bowed himself to king Solomon: and
Solomon said unto him, Go to thine house.
Here we have an example of a man who in his own
mind elevated himself far above his actual position and
who was not ready for the opposition which faced him.
Such was his self esteem, so sure was he of himself
that he had a totally wrong impression of his own
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popularity and was humbled before those whom he set
out to rule. HE WAS. TOO SURE OF HIMSELF.
The obvious lesson in this is that we should never seek
to take upon ourself a position which is not ours to take
and that if we attempt to do this - then we should be
ready to pay the cost as Adonijah had to.
Paul speaks of the dangers of this attitude when he warns:
Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take
heed lest he fall. (1.Corinthians 10:12)
Perhaps you and I are on occasion: TOO SURE OF
OURSELVES. FORGETTING THE ONE IN WHOM WE SHOULD
BE PUTTING OUR TRUST.

And they that know thy name will put their trust in
thee: for thou, LORD, hast not forsaken them that
seek thee. (Psalm 9:10)
"THEY THAT KNOW THY NAME."
That is ...They who have a living relationship WILL
RECOGNISE GOD AS LORD AND MASTER

SO: ARE YOU REALLY SURE AS TO WHERE YOUR TRUST LIES ?
IS IT IN YOURSELF?
IS IT IN YOUR FRIENDS ?
or IS IT IN THE LORD GOD?
ARE YOU SURE?

__________________________________________________

Be all of you not unequally yoked together
2 Corinthians 6:14
Kim J. Boland - Newport

In a recent discussion with a brother a few Lord’s Days ago, I
was reminded of David King. This prompted me to search for
his work on the Internet. I was very pleased to find a wealth of
material on the website “SimplyChristians.eu.”
I was particularly pleased to be reminded of his “Wife Gauge”:
This was evinced by his determination, about this time, that in
choosing a partner for life, "she must, and above all, be one
who reverenced Christ, and inclined to His service." I owe
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David King much for this reminder, which became my motto
when younger, and I believe led me to the right partner for life.
The difference between being equally yoked and unequally
yoked is profound.
Some commentaries on the passage of being unequally yoked
tell us that this refers to the practice in those times of yoking
different animals together. H.V. Morton in one of his travel
books of the Bible Lands refers to this, when he saw a camel
and a donkey yoked together. Neither beast was comfortable,
and he stressed the power of this picture in showing what it
means to be unequally yoked.
In our relationships we are asked to be forgiving. We
remember how Peter, thinking he was stating an excessive
number, asked our Lord:
Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I
forgive him? till seven times? (Matt 18:21)
We know the challenging answer:
Jesus says to him, I do not say to you, Until seven times:
but, until seventy times seven. (Matthew 18:22)
The apostles found this hard, and asked Jesus, to increase
their faith. (Luke 17:5)
Our Lord, in his prayer said:
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
(Matthew 6:12)

Is this really what we want? To be forgiven by God as we
forgive others? Why do we find it so hard to forgive?
Paul writes to the church in Colossae:
Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on
tender feelings of mercy, kindness, humility, meekness,
longsuffering, forbearing one another and forgiving
yourselves, if anyone has a complaint against any. As
Christ forgave you, so you do the same. And above all
these things put on love, which is the bond of perfectness.
(Colossians 3:12-14)
This seems to build on his earlier thoughts.
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I want you to know how much I struggle for you, for those
in Laodicea, and for all who have never seen me face to
face. Because they are united in love, I pray that their
hearts may be encouraged by all the riches that come from
a complete understanding of the full knowledge both of the
Father and of the Messiah. (Colossians 2:1-2)
Longsuffering, forbearing seems to be a result of being united
in love, a unity that is equally yoked. Much danger can arise
from being unequally yoked.
Jesus warns us, in relation to forgiveness to:
Watch yourselves! If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if
he repents, forgive him. (Luke 17:3)
We are in danger of failing to ensure we forgive. Forgiving
requires love and humility.
Do nothing through selfish ambition or conceit, but in
modesty, deem others to be better than yourselves.
(Philippians 2:3)

I have been blessed to have married a Christian, and feel
every day the joys that brings. I see so many struggling to
accommodate different thinking between themselves; this
need not be only in marriage but in friendships.
More concerning is when these differences occur in the Lord’s
body. If we are both children of God, and have a glorious Lord to
share, then we should meet at the "you are more important than
me" level, and we should be able to avoid anger and bitterness.
I wonder if being unequally yoked does much to harm our
ability to forbear and to be longsuffering. May we "watch
ourselves" and see we are forgiving as we have been forgiven,
and that we forbear with one another, being long-suffering.
How do these thoughts on forgiveness tie into our first quote
from David King? Marriage can be a blessing for many or
indeed a tribulation. As I approach 30 years of marriage (I am
sure many of you will smile at this low number of years) I
realise how blessed I have been in having a partner of like
mind and faith. Forgiveness and tolerance must be at the
heart of a good relationship, whether within marriage or with
fellow Christians. Well did the Proverb writer tell us:
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"He mocks proud mockers but shows favour to the humble
and oppressed." (Proverbs 3:34, NIV2)
Marriage is less popular today than years ago. Today around
40 people are married per 1000 of the unmarried population.
This has fallen every year since 1980, when it was around
120 people married per 1000 of the unmarried population. So
called civil partnerships, including same sex relationships,
have increased in that time. Marriage has become unpopular,
maybe because God has been taken out. He intended to be
central to marriage.
Christian marriages should be based on humility and a spirit
of forgiveness. We remember the disciples reaction to Jesus
clarification on divorce, their surprise at his answer. They
responded, "If this is the situation between a husband and
wife, it is better not to marry" (Matthew 19:10 NIV2). Clearly Jesus
had given them a difficult thing to grasp. It seems that, around
the time of our Lord, divorce had become used at the slightest
whim or fancy of men. Thus Jesus’ clarification of this topic
was hard for the disciples. I recall just before I was married in
South Africa, being asked by my wife’s to-be family if we
would have a "pre-nuptial" contract. Although these are now
common here, the idea of contracting what should happen if
or when the marriage fails was alien to me. We both took the
view that marriage was dissolvable only by God, on the death
of one partner. I believe that view has helped us work toward
humility and learn true forgiveness.
God has shown his displeasure with divorce. The Message
makes it very clear, if we did have any doubt:
"I hate divorce," says the LORD God of Israel, "and I hate a
man’s covering himself with violence as well as with his
garment," says the LORD Almighty. So guard yourself in
your spirit, and do not break faith. (NIV)
As a society we have become sadly immoral, and often the
religious world turns a blind eye to what is going on. We do
not face the difficult issues, for concern about causing
offence. May we learn to grow in love in all our relationships,
and ensure we are not unequally yoked:
Therefore if you have any encouragement from being
united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any
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common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and
compassion,Then make joy complete by being like-minded,
having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind.
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather,
in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to
your own interests but each of you to the interests of the
others. In your relationships with one another, have the
same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature
God, did not consider equality with God something to be
used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself
nothing by taking the very nature of a bondservant, being
made in human likeness. And being found in appearance
as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to
death - even death on a cross! (Philippians 2:1-8)
__________________________________________________
Editorial: continued from page 1

The crowd heard the twelve* speak to them in their respective languages.
"we do hear them* speak in our tongues ..." v.11
It was only the twelve, just Peter and the eleven.
"Peter standing up with the eleven ..." vv. 14
So it is wise to ignore chapter and verse divisions when studying Scripture.

__________________________________________________

ANNOUNCEMENT
A new church In Abergavenny
Kim Boland

We are delighted to say that for a few weeks we have been
working together to worship the Lord in a house near
Abergavenny, South Wales. With the Lord’s help we hope to start
meeting in a Community Hall from January 2014. In the
meantime, we are always very happy to welcome visitors. In the
meantime we are meeting in:

2 Bryn Teg, Llanarth, Monmouthshire NP15 2AX
Sunday:

Bible Study: 10.00 am
Breaking of Bread: 11.00 am.

Contact is advised before visiting:
Ken Lewis: T. 01443 690238
joseph.lewis823@btinternet.com

Kim Boland: T. 01873 840250
kimboland@btinternet.com

__________________________________________________
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NEWS AND INFORMATION
STRETFORD, MANCHESTER.
Saturday Gospel Meetings. 2014
7.00 pm The Green Hut
538 Kings Road, M32 8JT
March 22nd.
September 20th.
October 18th.
Contacts:
Allan Ashurst. Tel. 0161-865 4242
John Purcell. Tel. 0161-439 1758
Map:

EASTWOOD, Nottinghamshire.
Seymour Road, NG16 3ND
Saturdays. 2014
6.00 pm Refreshments
7.00 pm Message
February 8th.
May 10th.
August 9th.
November 8th.

www.eusebos.eu/d4web4s/longford.htm

Adrian Limb Tel. 01773-761 670

Contact:
cofceastwood@aol.com

SCRIPTURE READINGS 2014
Reading Cards are available
from John Kneller
There are many Bible based topics on
4 Glassel Park Road, Longniddry,
www.simplychristians.eu web site.
East Lothian
EH32 0NY
BIBLE QUESTIONS
Tel. 01875 853212
Frank Worgan, 11 Stanier Road,
E-mail:johnkneller4gpr@btinternet.com
CORBY, NN17 1XP
Tel. 01536-206 848
GHANA APPEAL
E-mail: frankworgan@outlook.com
Please send donations to:
Brother Frank Worgan is happy to
Mrs. Christine Wood
receive Bible questions requiring
11 Albert Place, Stirling, FK8 2RE urgent answers by telephone, letter
E-mail: ctkwood@hotmail.com
or e-mail.
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