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"Whoever is caught w ill have himself to
blame that his death ensues."
A STONE FROM THE TEMPLE WALL

___________________________________________
WALLS
Ian Davidson, Motherwell

I have always been fascinated by the Antonine Wall built by the
Romans in 142 A.D. This turf wall extends about 37 miles
across central Scotland between the Clyde river and the Firth
of Forth. It was named after the emperor Antoninus Pius (ruled
138-161), who ordered its construction. The Antonine Wall is
not as famous as the stone-built Hadrian’s Wall in the north of
England, but it is still Scotland’s chief Roman monument. A
couple of years ago a friend and I set out to explore the traces
of this great edifice from east to west. I loved every minute of the
enterprise. Various books were read, museums visited, experts
consulted and maps scrutinised before we set out.
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I especially admire the work of Lawrence Keppie in this
field and his cataloguing and translating of the Roman
distance slabs excavated at various sites. Here is an
example of his work. The slab reads:
IMP CAESARI/T AELIO HADRI/ANO ANTONINO/AUG PIO P
P/VEXILLATIO/LEG XX VAL VIC F/PER MIL P III.

This may be expanded to: imperatori Caesari/Tito Aelio
Hadri/ano Antonino/Augusto Pio patri
patriae/vexillatio/legionis XX Valeriae Victris fecit/per milia
passuum III.
The translation is: ‘For the Emperor Caesar Titus Aelius
Hadrianus Antoninus Augustus Pius, Father of his
Country, a detachment of the Twentieth Valerian and
Victorious Legion completed (the Wall) over a distance of
3000 paces.' This slab is now in the Hunterian museum,
Glasgow University.
Why was this famous wall built in the first place? Keppie
writes: "The Antonine Wall belongs to a period of Roman
history when visible barriers were being erected on
several frontiers, sometimes over very long distances, to
demarcate what was legally Roman from what lay
beyond. In the view of some scholars these frontier works
served principally as customs barriers to control but not
prevent access; but the present writer views them as
defensive works designed to prevent intrusion."
The Romans never did conquer the whole of Scotland,
which to them was known as Caledonia. The Highlands
were too great a barrier. The fierce opposition of the local
tribes played a huge part too. Incidentally, the wall was
systematically evacuated by 196. Hadrian’s Wall was
eventually evacuated after 383.
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ANOTHER WALL
Walls are barriers. We read about one in Paul’s epistle to
the Ephesians:
"But now in Christ Jesus you who sometimes were
afar off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. For He
is our peace, who has made both [Jew and Gentile]
one, and has broken down the middle wall of partition
between us; having abolished in His flesh the enmity,
even the law of commandments contained in
ordinances; to make in Himself of two one new man,
so making peace; and that He might reconcile both
unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the
enmity thereby: and came and preached peace to
you who were afar off [Gentiles] and to them who
were nigh [Jews]“ (Ephesians 2: 13-17).
F.F. Bruce has written: "It has frequently been
suggested that Paul had a literal wall in mind as a
tangible symbol of the division between Jews and
Gentiles – the wall in the temple area at Jerusalem
which separated the court of the Gentiles from the
inner courts (into which only Jewish worshippers might
enter) and to which notices were affixed in Greek and
Latin warning Gentiles to keep out on pain of death."
I am certain Paul also had in mind the wall in most of the
hearts of Jews and Gentiles in his day. How they hated
each other! For example, the Jews regarded the Gentiles
simply as fuel for the fires of hell. I understand that back
then it was not even lawful for a Jew to help a Gentile
woman in childbirth. William Barclay has written: "If a Jew
married a Gentile, the funeral of that Jew was carried out.
3

Such contact with a Gentile was the equivalent of death:
even to go into a Gentile house rendered a Jew unclean".
Tragically, similar divisions exist in the world even today.
But Jesus came to end such animosity, hatred and
division. He came in love and His love is for all - Jew and
Gentile. Before Jesus came the barriers were up. After
Jesus came the barriers were down.
JESUS – WALL-BREAKER
To save the world, Jesus shed His life blood. He gave His
life not for the few, but for all. I am glad He did because, if
He had come only to save His own people, then, as a
Gentile, I could not be writing this article today. I would
still be lost in my sins. Paul said: "He is our peace..." So
we see that true peace is not a pact, but a person. To
accept Jesus is to accept peace. To be in Him is to dwell
in peace. W. Carl Ketcherside has written: "Notice the
Jews and Gentiles did not become one on their own.
They were made one. Their unity was the work of God
and not merely their own contrivance or arrangement.
Between them was enmity so great and powerful that it
was like a dividing wall. On either side existed hostile
parties, hating and being hated. And Jesus did not try to
get them to make up, or to confer with a view to setting
their differences. He arranged no delegate conference to
iron out the problem. Instead, He simply died for all of
them...And when the wall was removed, broken down by
death and washed away by blood, there they were sitting
together, their hatred gone and their ire dissolved." Once
the Jews were walled in and the Gentiles were walled out.
Now they can all be together in Christ. Praise the Lord!
______________________________________________
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A New Creation
J. Lee Roberts, Lubbock, Texas.

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.
THE NEW BIRTH is the beginning of a process of spiritual
growth in which we seek to weed out of our minds and
hearts any worldly influences that would separate us from
the Lord. Our aim is to be transformed into His image and
take on those godly attributes that equip us to someday
live with God forever. We seek to follow Christ’s teachings
and example - to grow in Christ likeness. 1.Peter 2: 22-23.
THIS SPIRITUAL CONVERSION requires a drastic
change, from fleshly desires to holy aspirations - from the
love of the earthly to a love of godly righteousness - from
having this world’s mindset to being filled with holy
desires - to having the mind of Christ. We must learn to
love what God loves and to love as He loves. Our Father
desires our sanctification - He has not called us to
uncleanness, but to holiness. Colossians 3: 1-10;
1.Thessalonians 4: 3,7.
HIS IS HEART EDUCATION, spiritual circumcision, where
we root out of our system all that keeps us separated
from a Holy God. Trained in the knowledge of Christ, we
can then partake of His divine nature. This is not achieved
by human effort but by the Lord’s Spirit working in us as
we pray and study His will.
"And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory
of the Lord, are being changed into his likeness
from one degree of glory to another, for this comes
from the Lord who is the Spirit." 2.Corinthians 3:18.
Read also Colossians 2: 8-19.
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"Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptised
into Christ Jesus were baptised into his death? 4 We
were therefore buried with him through baptism into
death in order that, just as Christ was raised from
the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may
live a new life. For if we have been united with him
in a death like his, we will certainly also be united
with him in a resurrection like his. 6 For we know
that our old self was crucified with him so that the
body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we
should no longer be slaves to sin." Romans 6: 3-6.
"Grace and peace be yours in abundance through
the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. His
divine power has given us everything we need for
life and godliness through our knowledge of him
who called us by his own glory and goodness.
Through these he has given us his very great and
precious promises, so that through them you may
participate in the divine nature and escape the
corruption in the world caused by evil desires. For
this very reason, make every effort to add to your
faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and
to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control,
perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and
to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly
kindness, love. For if you possess these qualities in
increasing measure, they will keep you from being
ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Christ." 2.Peter 1:2-8
If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.
The old has passed away. Behold: the new has come.
2.Corinthians 5: 17
__________________________________________________
6

Simon The Zealot
Jonathan Ashurst, Byron, GA

"For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but
not according to knowledge." (Romans 10:2)
Did you know that one of Jesus’ apostles may have been a
former terrorist? Simon the Zealot, also called Simon the
Canaanite or Simon Zelotes, is listed four times in the New
Testament, along with the other apostles. (Matthew 10:4;
Mark 3:18; Luke 6:15; Acts 1:13). Before he came to
Jesus, Simon was zealous to rid his homeland of the
Romans. But Jesus’ message changed his life forever.
It seems that Simon had been a member of the Zealots, a
group that sought to free Judea from Roman occupation.
Here is some information about the Zealots:
"The Zealots were a Jewish patriotic party. Their object
was to resist Roman aggression. According to Josephus
(BJ, IV, iii,9; v.1; VII, viii,1), they resorted to violence and
assassination in their hatred of the Romans, their
fanatical violence eventually provoking the Roman war
(A.D. 66-70)."
[From Riches to Poverty to Glory, H.B. Frank, 1985,
pp.97-98]
John MacArthur notes, "The Zealots were hoping for a
Messiah who would lead them in overthrowing the
Romans and restore the kingdom to Israel..." [Twelve
Ordinary Men, 2002, p. 175]
What a surprise it must have been to Simon when he
heard Jesus’ teachings, such as recorded in these verses:
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Matthew chapter five:
"9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be
called the children of God...."
"39 ...resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite
thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other
also. ..."
"41 And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile,
go with him twain...."
"43 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou
shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. 44
But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them
that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and
pray for them which despitefully use you, and
persecute you; 45 That ye may be the children of
your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his
sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and
sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. ..."
"48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father
which is in heaven is perfect."
Christ’s way was very different from the methods of the
zealots. However, something about Jesus’ character,
teachings, and works must have convicted Simon that
Jesus was indeed the Messiah.
Paul, another of the apostles, was also a very zealous
man. In his letter to church in Rome, Paul stated:
"Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for
Israel is, that they might be saved. For I bear them
record that they have a zeal of God, but not
according to knowledge." (Romans 10:1-2)
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On the night of his betrayal, Jesus prophesied to his
apostles that persecution would come, sometimes from
religious people:
"2 They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea,
the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will
think that he doeth God service. 3 And these things
will they do unto you, because they have not
known the Father, nor me." (John 16:2-3)
As he followed Jesus, Simon learned what truly pleases
God. He transferred his zeal from a physical kingdom to
the spiritual kingdom of God. As MacArthur says,
"Simon ...embraced Christ as his Lord. The fiery
enthusiasm he once had for Israel was now expressed in
his devotion to Christ." (Twelve Ordinary Men, p.177)
In today’s world, there are many people who are zealous
for God, but misguided in their understanding of God’s
character. Some resort to violence because they hold the
mistaken belief that God has called them to it. As followers
of Jesus, we need to show such people the truth and the
love of Christ. Then they will be able to find joy and to do
what is truly pleasing to God, as Simon the Zealot did.
______________________________________________
The Tongue: Small but Dangerous
V. Sujatha, Stretford
Are we careful with what we say? Have you hurt anyone
by your words and felt sorry for it? Does that sorry mean
anything once the wrong words have been said? The
tongue is a small part of our body but when not used
correctly, it leads to destruction. Being so small, it does
great mischief, still we are not able to control it.
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The Bible describes the tongue as a fire, which defileth the
whole body, no man can tame it, full of deadly poison
(James 3:5-8). We often use it for gossiping, lying, cursing
and speaking evil, which is wrong in God’s sight (1.Timothy
5:13; Ephesians 4:25; James 3:10; James 4:11). Before
gossiping, ask yourself is it necessary? Is it okay to speak ill
of somebody? Will it do any good to others? If not, then it is
not required. Words once spoken cannot be taken back.
Utilize your speech to give glory to your God. Make godly
use of your tongue. Pray with your lips, give thanks to his
name (Hebrews 13:15). “With the mouth confession is made
unto salvation” (Romans 10:9, 10). Have faith in Christ and
speak (1.Corinthians 4:13). Speak good things (Matthew
12:34). Give reason for the hope (1.Peter 3:15). "Let your
speech always be with grace" (Colossians 4:6). Every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord (Philippians
2:11). Preach the gospel to every tongue (Revelation 14:6).
Your tongue can bring someone close to God, and it is your
tongue that can do ungodly things. "With it we bless our
God and Father, and with it we curse men... Out of the same
mouth proceed blessing and cursing. My brethren, these
things ought not to be so" (James 3:9, 10). Remember when
you are in Christ, it is no longer you, who live but Christ lives
in you (Galatians 2:20). So be careful when you speak, for in
your speech also you represent Christ.
______________________________________________

A 17th Century church of Christ building in the UK
This article refers to congregations which pre-date those in
America. It is taken from an extemporaneous speech made at the
request and in the presence of visiting American brethren (Carley
and Lisa Conner, Elmo Connor and Harry Cobb) by our esteemed
British brother in Christ, Albert E. Winstanley. This speech was
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made April 6, 1997 from the pulpit of the meetinghouse at
Tottlebank, in the Northwest of England. But this printed copy can
in no way allow you to enjoy Brother Winstanley’s tones and
inflections. The seating arrangement in this well preserved
building, like many in those earlier days, is with separated stalls
usually occupied by families. Outside in the cemetery are many
grave sites dating from the 1700’s, including the unmarked grave
of brother Gabriel Camelford, who is mentioned in Brother
Winstanley’s address. - Harry Cobb, Wedowee, Alabama
_____________________________________________________

"Sometimes members of churches of Christ who have
particular interest in what’s called the Restoration
Movement, assume that churches of Christ in modern times
came into being through the activities of Alexander and
Thomas Campbell, Barton W. Stone, and other great
servants of the Lord of yesteryear. In fact, many churches of
Christ came into existence because of the activities of good
and great men long before the time of Campbell and Stone.
We are today in the meetinghouse of the church in
Tottlebank, some seven or eight miles outside the town of
Ulverston. And the first church of Christ that we know
about in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,
was started here in the year 1669. The story of its
beginning is fascinating, indeed.
This was the time when Charles II was King of England.
Before, if you remember from your history lessons, there
was Charles I who was beheaded because of the
Puritans under the governments of Oliver Cromwell. Well,
this is the story that concerns Tottlebank. During the time
of Cromwell this period was called the Commonwealth,
and the Puritan Party was very much in the ascendancy.
And many parsons or preachers in the Church of England
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were Puritan preachers. They were remarkable people.
They really believed that this book was the word of God in
the full sense. They preached and proclaimed and taught
many of the principles that we as members of churches of
Christ hold dear today. However, when Charles II
ascended the throne after the end of Cromwell’s
Commonwealth, laws were brought in insisting on more
strict adherence to the doctrines of the Church of England
which had been very much influenced by the Catholic
Church. And there was an oath of allegiance required of
every Church of England parson in any Church of
England in any part of the country. The oath of allegiance,
a declaration of allegiance, was a solemn vow in the
presence of God that the preacher concerned believed
without question everything taught by the Church of
England doctrine, and that he would preach, maintain,
and uphold that. Now many of these Puritan parsons
couldn’t in good conscience do that, because they were
simply preaching and teaching what they understood the
word of God to teach. They were true to the Bible – Bible
believing and Bible teaching men. About three hundred of
these Puritan parsons refused to make this declaration,
so they lost their livings. That meant no house to live in,
no support, no recognition in the community, and they
became outcasts. One of those men was a man called
Gabriel Camelford. This particular preacher in this area
became an itinerant preacher. He travelled all over the
area preaching the gospel as we preach it today. When
people came to believe the message, he assured himself
that they repented of their sins, and on their confession of
faith he baptised them into Christ. He preached all over
this area called the Furness District and gathered quite a
group of people around him who said they were
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Christians only, and as a community they were simply the
church of Christ. With regard to their standard of faith,
they said that their standard of faith and teaching were
simply the teaching of the Lord Jesus Christ in the New
Testament. They would not accept any denominational
standard of faith, creed, or confession of faith or any
denominational name. They were simply and solely
Christians, they said, believing and teaching what the
New Testament maintained.
One Lord’s Day in 1669, Gabriel Camelford gathered his
brothers and sisters around him and they met here in
Tottlebank and they declared in a statement of faith, that
they were the church of Christ believing simply in New
Testament teaching and seeking to be Christians as they
were in New Testament times. That was the first church
of Christ in England, as I said earlier, long before the time
of the Campbells, or Barton W. Stone, or those grand
men of that particular era.
From that church in Tottlebank, six other congregations
came into existence in this district called the Furness
District of England. And one of those, the church in
Kirkby, was started directly from this congregation. The
other five were started subsequent to the Kirkby
congregation. It was told me, indeed I read it in one
history of the movement, that a number of families from
Kirkby, in Furness, which must be perhaps eight miles
away from here, used to walk to worship from Kirkby to
Tottlebank those eight miles and back again every
Sunday morning. And then would you believe it, they
came back in the evening for evening service and did the
trip again, a round trip. So, if you multiply eight by four,
you may say the families walked thirty-two miles to
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worship God on the Lord’s day from Kirkby to Tottlebank.
Well, according to Mary Cox, who is relating what her
father told her, some of the people who did that, after a
while began to ask themselves, “Why should we walk
eight miles there and eight miles back when there is a
group of us anyway living in Kirkby? We might as well
have a church of our own.” And according to Mary Cox’s
father, one of the old brothers as they walked along said,
“Look, we’ve been listening today to yon (two words
unclear) yon beardless youth telling us what the word of
God teaches, why don’t we stay at home and teach one
another in Kirkby?” And they did that and started the
church in Kirkby. From the church in Kirkby, then, came
the church in Ulverston, the church in Askam, the church
in Dalton, the church in Barrow, and the church in Urswick
– five more congregations. So, the church started in 1669
was responsible for six more congregations coming into
being in this area. The history of the churches of Christ is
much earlier than the Campbell-Stone Movement. And
believe me, if it be true, and true it be, that the same seed
planted in the right soil and given the proper conditions
will always bring forth the same results. Then, the seed of
the word of God, planted in an honest and good heart will
always bring forth simply and solely a Christian – nothing
more, nothing less. Nothing more or less is necessary –
the Lord wants His people to be simply Christians. And
you may be sure, if you could look into the whole of
history since New Testament times that in many, many
places there have been those who have believed the
word of God, who have repented of their sins, who have
given their life to the Lord Jesus Christ in the obedience
of baptism into death, rising to newness of life, and have
been simply and solely Christians. When a number have
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gathered together they have been simply a church or
congregation of Christ. And I am persuaded that that has
been true since Pentecost and it will continue to be true
until the Lord Jesus Christ comes again. And you know
as well as I, when He comes again He will come for His
church, His people, because He is the head of the church
and He is the Saviour of the body, that is the church.
Praise be to God for the grace that made us members of
the body, the church, the family, the kingdom, the flock for
which our Lord Jesus Christ died. He purchased His
church with His own life blood. Thanks be to God!"
Albert E. Winstanley
Ulverston, England

__________________________________________
OBITUARY
It is with sadness that the church in Tranent reports the death of our
sister Maisie Smith, on seventh of December 2011 at the age of 85.
Sister Maisie was baptised in October 1959. Maisie has been a
faithful member from that time. She attended most of the church's
services even through her recent illness and old age.
The church will miss her presence but rejoice that she has gone to
be with her Lord. Brother John Kneller conducted the service in the
church and at the graveside.
John Colgan

__________________________________________
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A Living Water
J. Lee Roberts, Lubbock, Texas.

TO THE WOMAN AT THE WELL Jesus promises living
water. John 4:10-13:
Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and
who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have
asked him and he would have given you living water.
Whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst.
The water that I give him will become in him a spring of
water welling up to eternal life."
THIS PROMISE from Jesus comes from many Old
Testament passages that speak of a NEW COVENANT, the
coming of the Messiah with special blessings and the
giving of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. Jeremiah 31:31-33:
"The time is coming," declares the LORD, "when I will
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with
the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I
made with their forefathers when I took them by the
hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my
covenant, though I was a husband to them, declares
the LORD. This is the covenant I will make with the
house of Israel after that time, declares the LORD. I will
put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts I
will be their God, and they will be my people."
COMPARE 2 Cor.3:2-6:
You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts,
known and read by everybody. 3 You show that you are
a letter from Christ, the result of our ministry, written not
with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on
tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts. 4 Such
confidence as this is ours through Christ before God.
5 Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim
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anything for ourselves, but our competence comes
from God. 6 He has made us competent as ministers
of a new covenant - not of the letter but of the Spirit; for
the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.
Jeremiah 17:13
O LORD, the hope of Israel, all who forsake you will be
put to shame. Those who turn away from you will be
written in the dust because they have forsaken the
LORD, the spring of living water.
Jesus' explanation in John 7:38:
"Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said,
streams of living water will flow from within him." By this
he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him
were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not
been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.
PROPHESIED IN:
Joel 2:28:
I will pour out my Spirit on all people…
Zechariah 13:1; 14:8,9:
On that day a fountain will be opened to the house of
David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse
them from sin and impurity. ... On that day living water
will flow out from Jerusalem … The LORD will be king
over the whole earth. On that day there will be one
LORD, and his name the only name.
Ezekiel 11:19:
I will give them an undivided heart and put a new spirit
in them; I will remove from them their heart of stone
and give them a heart of flesh.
TODAY LIVING WATER flows from those who are part of
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God’s new nation of priests and form His new Temple
made of living stones. 1 Peter 2:4–10; 1 Corinthians 6:19:
John 7: 38.
DOES THAT LIVING WATER FLOW FROM ME?
__________________________________________________

Right Priorities.
John Kneller - Tranent
Establishing proper priorities is important in every area of

our life and especially so in our Christian life. Very often
the pressure of daily life displaces our commitment to
God's service. There is nothing new in this and the bible
contains numerous examples of people choosing to put
God first in their lives. Joshua's great challenge to Israel
was, 'Choose you this day whom you will serve . . . as for
me and my household, we will serve the Lord'. This is
still as great a challenge to us as it was to them.
The prophet Haggai speaking to the Jews who had
returned to Jerusalem after the Babylonian captivity,
charges them to establish proper spiritual and material
priorities. It wasn't easy for them in Jerusalem. The
temple needed rebuilding, the city was in a state of
disrepair and the people who had moved into the area,
during the captivity, opposed their plans. What was to be
done first? What should be their priority?
Haggai tells us in chapter 1 that they decided to build their
own houses first (v4 & v9) and wait for circumstances to
improve before working on the temple. They said 'The
time has not yet come to build the house of the Lord' v2.
It is easier for them, in the face of local opposition, to
suspend work on the temple and concentrate on their own
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homes and needs. When they do that, life is much easier
for them. It is easier and less stressful to suspend their
Godly work and not antagonise their neighbours. So they
concentrated their efforts on their own homes to the
detriment of the temple project.
Through the prophet God challenges them to be diligent
in building the temple. He says in v4, 'Is it time for you
yourselves to live in your panelled houses, while this
house lies in ruins'? He also asks them to consider 'how
they have fared ' while they concentrated on their own
homes. He says in v6ff 'You have sown much and
harvested little; you eat,but you never have enough; you
drink, but you never have your fill; you clothe yourselves,
but no one is warm; and you that earn wages, earn
wages to put them in a bag with holes'. Put simply,
Ignoring God's will was getting them nowhere. Jesus says
in Matthew 6:31ff ' …. your heavenly father knows that
you need all these things. But strive first for the kingdom
of God...'
We will find it is much easier to get on with a lot of people
if we don't let our Christian principles get in the way! To
remain on friendly terms with them they require you to
forgo your faith and neglect your salvation. It is equally
true that other people will respect you because of your
faith and principled life style. However we are not called
to curry people's approval or disapproval but to please
God. To do that we need to establish proper priorities in
our life and put God and godliness first. The Jewish
experience certainly contains a valuable lesson to help us
on our Christian way.
Our bodies and lives are temples of the Holy Spirit. Is it a ruin
or does it honour God? Paul exhorts us in Romans 12 v2:
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'Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern
what is the will of God - what is good and acceptable
and perfect.'
______________________________________________

A Man of Action
Ian S. Davidson

Socrates, Plato and Aristotle were great Greek thinkers.
Plato was a pupil of Socrates and Aristotle was a pupil of
Plato. They have all been hugely influential in the field of
philosophy. Socrates never left any writings, but we know
of his thinking from the books of Plato. It is doubtful
whether any philosopher has had more influence than
Socrates. He is famous for the method of philosophy
known as the dialectic - a method of seeking truth by a
process of question and answer. Bryan Magee has
written: "So he went around Athens raising the basic
questions of morality and politics with anyone who would
listen to him ... He would take some concept that was
fundamental to our lives and ask, 'What is friendship?' or
'What is courage?' or 'What is religious piety?' He would
challenge a person who thought he knew the answer and
then subject that answer to examination by asking the
person a series of searching questions about it."
Eventually, Socrates was put on trial on charges of
corrupting the young and of not believing in the gods of
the city. He was found guilty by a majority decision and
condemned to die by poisoning.
PLATO AND ARISTOTLE
Plato and Aristotle are as famous as Socrates. There is a
well-known saying that the whole of Western philosophy
6

is footnotes to Plato. Amazingly, the works of Plato have
survived intact. His best-known book is that entitled
Republic, which is chiefly concerned with the nature of
justice. Plato’s house was known as "Academy" and it
was from there he taught grown-up pupils. The doctrine
for which he is best known is his theory of Forms or Ideas.
To him, everything in this world was a decaying copy of
something whose ideal form has "a permanent and
indestructible existence outside space and time" (Magee).
Aristotle saw things differently from his famous master. He
was interested in everything in this world. He was into
logic, ethics, politics, metaphysics, psychology, physics,
theology and meteorology. Alistair J Sinclair writes: "His
output was truly prodigious. Apart from the writings that
have come down to us, Aristotle also wrote a number of
dialogues which have been lost apart from quotations and
references to them ... He arrived at numerous insights,
many of which changed western thinking for ever."
Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274), the famous theologian,
was the man who tried to reconcile Aristotle with
Christianity. I am reminded of Tertullian’s famous words:
"What has Athens to do with Jerusalem?" The apostle
Paul’s words also come to mind: "We do, however, speak
a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the
wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are
coming to nothing. No, we speak of God’s secret wisdom,
a wisdom that has been hidden and that God destined for
our glory before time began" (1 Corinthians 2:6-7 N.I.V.).
ALEXANDER THE GREAT
It was Aristotle who taught Alexander the Great.
Alexander was not a man to sit around and think about
things for too long. He was a man of action. I think he
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showed the world what a" get up and go" mentality could
achieve. T.R.Glover in his book The World of the New
Testament writes: "... while Aristotle speculated,
Alexander was in fact so acting as to change the face of
the world and to make the city-state a mere
anachronism ..." Alexander would have agreed with the
following statement: "Man is intended to be more an
active than a contemplative being." Alexander has a lot to
teach us Christians on the subject of activity. Alexander
not only "talked the walk," but "walked the walk." For
example, it is said he founded seventy cities. One of them
is the famous Alexandria in Egypt, where the Septuagint
version of the Bible was translated into Greek from the
Hebrew in the second century BC. Alexander’s
achievements are truly staggering - and he died at the
age of thirty-two or thirty-three!
CHRISTIAN ACTIVITY
Jesus is a greater than Alexander. He too died young.
But, of course, He is now alive and well and reigning from
heaven. I have noted these words: "The duty of the
Christian is not to sit in a study and weigh arguments, but
to live the Christian life in the dust and heat of the world.
In the end it is not intellectual cleverness, but conduct and
character which count." On judgement day, Jesus will not
say: "Well said, thou good and faithful servant," but "Well
done, thou good and faithful servant" (Matthew 25:21a,
23a). There is no greater example than personal example
and Jesus is our example in all things. Peter said of Him:
... how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy
Spirit and with power: who went about doing good, and
healing all who were oppressed of the devil: for God
was with Him. ( Acts 10: 38 ).
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I rejoice that Jesus was willing to leave the glories of
heaven and come and live in an unfriendly world and die
that we might live. He gave His all. In return, we must give
our all for Him. How many of us live and preach as though
the whole cause of Christ depends upon us? Surely, the
cause of Christ is worth living for and dying for!
______________________________________________

Anna the Prophetess
Rose M. Payne

As is usual in the scriptures, the brief details about Anna
in Luke 2:36-38 convey quite a lot of information. It tells
us that she belonged to the tribe of Aser or Asher, which
was one of those in the northern kingdom of Israel.
Those tribes were sent into captivity in Assyria by
Shalmaneser (2 Kings 17:618,23) and remained there, so
some ancestor of Anna presumably decided it was better
to leave his own tribe and migrate to the kingdom of
Judah in order to worship the true God.
A prophet or prophetess was a person to whom the word
of the Lord was sent. Only a very few women were called
prophetesses, and those such as Miriam and Deborah
had lived in much earlier times. Anna was eighty-four,
which was evidently remarkably old for those times. She
had been unfortunate enough to be widowed after seven
years of marriage and probably had no children. If so,
according to Deuteronomy 25:5, she should then have
been married to her late husband’s brother, but evidently
this provision had not worked for Anna. Perhaps there
was no brother. She would have found life very difficult as
an elderly widow and indeed she may have been living on
charity. Paul has such a person in mind when he writes
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(1 Timothy 5:5) "Now she that is a widow indeed, and
desolate, trusteth in God, and continueth in supplications
and prayers night and day."
Anna may well have been named after Hannah, who in 1
Samuel gave her son to serve the Lord in the tabernacle
at Shiloh. Anna devoted her own remaining years to
serving in the Temple herself "with fastings and prayers
night and day". She was living on the premises but, as a
woman, she would not have been able to enter the inner
courts. The authorities were probably not at all happy
with the idea that the word of God should be revealed to
an impoverished old woman rather than to themselves,
and so disregarded what she said.
It would have been an everyday occurrence for a couple to
come to the temple to make the usual sacrifice for their
firstborn son, as set out in Leviticus 12, when the baby was
40 days old. But one day, as related in Luke’s gospel, the
Holy Spirit prompted a devout man called Simeon to be in
the temple to speak to certain parents who came to bring
their child, namely Mary and Joseph, and foretell the great
future awaiting this particular infant (Luke 25-35). Anna
also came up at this moment and confirmed the fact that
this was indeed the promised Messiah.
Anna now had a new message for all those who looked
for redemption in Jerusalem. These would have been the
ordinary people who hoped for the coming of the
Messiah, for the rulers were anxious not to provoke any
trouble with the Romans (John 11:48) Anna’s great news
was somewhat along these lines: "The Messiah has come
at last! He is now a little baby, but wait until he is grown
up, and then you will see and hear great things!"
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When Jesus did begin his ministry, there must have been
a number of elderly people who still remembered Anna’s
prophecy and also Simeon’s, and who had maybe heard
the shepherds telling of their vision in the fields and how
they searched Bethlehem to find a baby in a manger, or
the other wonderful things of that time.
______________________________________________

Nathanael (Bartholomew)
Jonathan Ashurst, Byron, GA

"Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!"

John 1:47

Nathanael, also called Bartholomew, was one of Jesus’
twelve apostles (Matthew 10:3, Mark 3:18, Luke 6:14, Acts
1:13).He was introduced to Jesus by his friend Philip, who
would also become an apostle. The first chapter of the
gospel of John describes their initial meeting:
45 Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We
have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the
prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of
Joseph. 46 And Nathanael said unto him, Can there
any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto
him, Come and see. 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming
to him, and saith of him, Behold an Israelite indeed, in
whom is no guile! 48 Nathanael saith unto him,
Whence knowest thou me? Jesus answered and said
unto him, Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast
under the fig tree, I saw thee. 49 Nathanael answered
and saith unto him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God;
thou art the King of Israel. 50 Jesus answered and said
unto him, Because I said unto thee, I saw thee under
the fig tree, believest thou? thou shalt see greater
things than these. 51 And he saith unto him, Verily,
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verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven
open, and the angels of God ascending and
descending upon the Son of man.
We see several important lessons in this conversation
between Jesus and Nathanael. First, we should be careful
not to make judgements about someone based on his
background. Nathanael was shocked that a man from
Nazareth would claim to be the Messiah. As The Pulpit
Commentary notes, "Nathanael may have known of its
[Nazareth’s] mediocrity, and have been startled by the
possibility of a carpenter’s son, in a spot utterly
undistinguished, being the Messiah..." (Volume 17:
Gospel of John, p.39).Wherever you live, I am sure that
you know of prestigious areas and poor areas. We should
keep in mind that God often uses people from humble
backgrounds to accomplish his purposes (1 Samuel 16:7,
1 Corinthians 1:26-31).
Second, we should emulate Nathanael’s honesty. Despite
his initial doubt and prejudice, Nathanael was a very
honest man. When Jesus first saw Nathanael, he
exclaimed: "Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no
guile!" (John 1:47) Jesus knew that Nathanael had a
truthful and transparent character. The common
expression "what you see is what you get" was true of
Nathanael. He was definitely not a hypocrite.
Third, we should honour Christ for his involvement in our
lives. Nathanael was surprised that Jesus already knew his
character. He asked, "Whence knowest thou me?"
(v.48)Jesus explained that he had seen Nathanael under
the fig tree before Philip called him. Perhaps this fig tree
was a secret place where Nathanael spent time alone
praying. Whatever was special about the fig tree, this
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statement convinced Nathanael that Jesus was indeed the
prophet that was to come. Nathanael confessed, "Rabbi,
thou art the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel."(v.49)
In the same way that Jesus knew Nathanael, God knows
and cares about each one of us (Psalm 139).
Nathanael (Bartholomew) went on to see many great
things as he followed Jesus. From this apostle, we can
learn to avoid prejudice, to be honest, and to praise Christ
for his involvement in our lives.
Note: Jesus told Nathanael that he would see "heaven
open and the angels of God ascending and descending
on the Son of Man."(John 1:51) As The Pulpit
Commentary explains, "The dream of Jacob is manifestly
referred to - the union between heaven and earth,
between God and man. He, ‘the Son of man,’ is now on
earth to commence his ministry of reconciliation." (pp.4142) Jesus’ purpose for coming to earth was to reconcile
God and man (2.Corinthians 5:18).
Commentary information:
The Pulpit Commentary, Volume 17: Gospel of John,
edited by Spence, H.D.M., and Exell, Joseph S., and
published by WM.B.Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand
Rapids, Michigan, 1950.
______________________________________________

Faithfulness - A Joy
Andrew Sharp Easthouses

Beloved, it is believing faith, that has brought us to know
the Lord Jesus and salvation. We are earnestly exhorted to
keep the faith. The scriptures evoke this sentiment to all its
readers. One must be faithful to the gospel, the church,
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and Christ. These are the rudiments of Christian living. We
need to be strong in the faith, as assuredly, the ‘Evil One’
will always try to thwart our endeavours, given a chance.
Reliance on God, Christ and the Spirit will help us through
everyday living, if we let him. We need to be faithful in our
worship, prayer and praise. It is noted, Christ has
promised to help us in times of need. He is faithful.
God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the
Fellowship of his son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. (Cor.1:9)
Beloved, a faithful supporter, in whatever sphere, is highly
prized, often praised, and regarded in high esteem. In
scripture, we see noted some of the faithful who were
blessed. Paul the Apostle was blessed, he turned from sinner
to saint, after meeting the Lord. He, truthfully could say:
I thank Jesus Christ our Lord, who hath enabled me, for
that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry.
(1 Tim 1:12)

It was said of Timothy, that he was faithful.
Paul sent him to the work saying, that he speaks the
truth and was faithful in all things. (1 Cor. 4:17)
Faithfulness, beloved, brings its own rewards. To those
who serve, blessings in various forms.
The Bible of course, is full of characters that were faithful
to the gospel of God, Christ and the Spirit.
Abraham of old is mentioned at Gal. 3 verse 9:
so then, they which be of faith, are blessed with faithful
Abraham.
Be thankful, beloved, that we are of the faith, and truly
faithful to the gospel.
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One of the most upright and faithful men must be Daniel. He
passed through many trials and tribulations that were set
about him. He was faithful to God, but gained enemies for it.
Presidents and Princes sought to find occasion against
Daniel concerning the Kingdom, but they could find no
occasion, no fault, for as much as he was faithful, neither
was there any fault or error found in him (Dan. 6:4)
Beloved, oh to be a Daniel!. If honest, I don’t think we
could ever have the strength of such a man.
Today, in many, faithfulness is in decline, both in worldly,
and spiritual terms. As individuals in Christ we must strive
to be faithful in all things. So be it!
______________________________________________

PERSONAL FACTS ABOUT GOD
James Neil

Scripture is very specific about a lot of things when it
comes to telling us about God ... especially when it
concerns his will towards us.
Also contained in scripture are a lot of personal facts about
God himself and contained in this information are a number
of things which God will not do,the first and foremost of
these being that God will not tolerate false gods.
Exodus 20:3-5 ... God says ... you shall have no other
gods before me … do not make for yourself any carved
images or any likeness of anything in heaven … or
anywhere else ... do not bow down to them or serve them
… for I the Lord your God am a jealous God.
Jesus is recorded in Matthew 23:9 … as saying: "Do not
call anyone on earth your father, for one is your father, he
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who is in heaven." Now Jesus is obviously speaking in a
spiritual sense and not saying that our 'dad' should not be
called father because he himself uses the word in an
earthly sense on numerous occasions and God himself
gives as a command "honour your father and mother" ....
So from God's mouth we are told that it is sinful to put
anything before him ... it is sinful to make images and
genuflect before them … and yet … there are those who
do bow to graven or carved images which are supposed
to represent a variety of persons from scripture often
given the title … and in the wrong context....as …. "saints"
... and some will refer to clerics as "father" in a spiritual
sense, but … let us not get complacent … remember that
it is sinful to put anything before God.
God will not tolerate His enemies … Who or what are
Gods enemies? …..according to scripture they are easily
defined as being those who disobey him. Titus 1:16
speaks of people who profess to know God, but in works
they deny him, being abominable, disobedient and
disqualified from every good work...
Notice that the word "abominable" is used here in such a
way that it shows how all sin is abominable to God. Why
do I say this? Well. Think for a moment what is meant by
'deny him.' What does it mean to "deny God"
Peter denied Jesus by word of mouth ... Matthew 26:72
"… I do not know the man."
Are we not told in Titus 1:16 that it is just as surely
denying God to claim to be his child and then behave in
such a way that we bring discredit upon him and ourself?
______________________________________________
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The Beatitudes (1)
Matthew 5:1-12
Derek Daniell

"When Jesus saw the crowd, He went up on the
mountain, and after He sat down, His disciples came to
Him. He opened his mouth and began to teach them,
saying ..." Matthew 5:1, NASV.
Both John the baptiser and Jesus came preaching, saying
"repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand", Matthew
3:1-2; Mark 1:14-15. Jesus begins this sermon with eight
beatitudes, which speak exclusively of the spiritual
qualities of the citizen of the kingdom of heaven. There is
no mention of the things that concern the world - material
wealth, social status and worldly wisdom, This sermon
was to be an invitation to a spiritual revolution. The
"blessedness" of these qualities is different to the thinking
of the world and would not occur naturally as success in
this life. We learn that the kingdom of heaven is not open
to the self-righteous or self-assured but to those who seek
first His kingdom and righteousness and the abundant life
offered to us by Jesus, Matt 6:33; John 10:10. The
kingdom of heaven is not to be obtained by the mighty or
wise but by those willing to yield themselves as servants
of Jesus, 1 Cor. 1:18-31.
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven." Matthew 5:3. The poor in this beatitude
(meaning to be enlarged or happy) is not speaking of
economic poverty but of those who have a sense of their
spiritual destitution. We must see our need of and
dependence upon God. When we have this kind of spirit
we will realise that we cannot impress God. This will keep
us from the sin of pride, Psalm 51:17. Consider the
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example of the Canaanite woman whose faith the Lord
commended, Matthew 15:21-28: The word "poor" can be
applied to the plea of the tax collector who prayed, as he
beat his breast, "God be merciful to me a sinner" in
contrast to the proud boasting of a self righteous
Pharisee, Luke 18:9-14.
"Blessed are those that mourn, for they shall be
comforted" Matthew 5:4. The word mourn means "to
bewail, lament, mourn for" and describes the tears of
laughter, Luke 6:21. There is some sorrow that must be
embraced, not because it is inescapable and the struggle
futile, but because true happiness is impossible without it.
When we mourn over our sin when we know we have
offended God we will have the joy of salvation
2.Corinthians 7:10. cp. Ecc. 7:2-4. This grief comes to us
by choice, not necessity, but Isaiah foresaw that the
Lord’s anointed would come to, "heal the broken hearted"
and "comfort all that mourn" Isaiah 61:1-2. Ultimately, God
will wipe away all tears from our eyes. There will be no
more mourning, Revelation 21:4.
"Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth"
Matthew 5:5. Meekness is not weakness for Jesus, the
Son of God is "meek and lowly in heart" and was "meek"
because of His great power over all things in heaven and
on earth. Meekness is not indifference to evil. Jesus
endured with much patience the assaults made on Him,
but He was strong to defend His Father’s name and will,
hating iniquity and loving righteousness Hebrews 1:9.
Moses is mentioned as the meekest of men, Number 12:3
and showed his strength in his weakness.
We demonstrate our meekness when we have the
attitude of Christ Jesus in esteeming others better than
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ourselves and submitting ourselves as servants of God
Philippians 2:1-8. It is the meek who will inherit the earth.
(To be continued)
______________________________________________
DANIEL 9: 24 "70x7 ARE DETERMINED"
By now churches of

Christ in Eire and the
UK should have
received A2 size
sheets of these charts.
If your congregation
has not received one
please let me have the
congregation's postal
address.
A2 and A1 PDF files
can be downloaded.
www.eusebos.eu/pdf.
These may be printed
but should not be sold
for profit. "freely ye
have received freely
give." (Matthew 10:8).
Editor

__________________
Daniel and Artaxerxes' Decrees - Part 1 - Ezra 7:25-26.
Allan Ashurst

In Daniel 9 (KJV) v.25 "determined" (CHATAK) stipulates 70x7
[years] - exactly 70x7 years with no gaps, in v.25. "restore"
(SHOWB) tells us that, as well as being rebuilt, Jerusalem had
to be restored to being again the centre from which the Law of
GOD was to be administered to the whole nation of Israel.
Artaxerxes' decree was the only one requiring this to be done.
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A Canon said to me "What we hate is 'born again
Christians.' Once you have been baptised you have been
baptised." I replied "But you do not bury them in water so
that they rise to newness of life." He paused thoughtfully
and then said "No - We have changed all that." You see,
the church of Rome firmly believes that it has Divine
authority to change things, of which baptism has been one.
At the beginning baptism was always immersion in water
of a repentant believer in Christ for sins to be forgiven. So
they could start a new life (Romans 6:3-5, Acts 2:37-39). But
they "have changed all that." A member of their church
said: "It seems as though all history has been re-written."
In the late 6th. century, Pope Gregory commissioned a
monk, named Augustine, to bring the British churches
under the Roman see. I recall that when I was a child we
were taught that he brought Christianity to Britain.
Whereas Christianity had long been established in Britain.
The earliest record of Christianity coming to Britain is in
the Welsh Triads. In the first century, Silurian prince,
Carradog (Caratacus) was baptised, whilst in Rome
visiting his father king Bran who was under house arrest.
Carradog brought the Gospel back to Britain. In the
middle of the 5th. century Patrick took the gospel to the
Isle of Man and then to Ireland. All this time immersion in
water of believers was the regular practice. In the 12th
century Anglo-Norman invasion was instrumental in
bringing Irish churches under the Roman see making
significant changes.
The New Testament contains a body of teaching called "the
faith" to which we ought to return. Jude emphasised the
need to contend for the genuine original "faith" .
2

Jude's letter, verse 3

"Beloved, [whilst I am] diligently writing to you about
the mutual salvation, I need to write to you urging
you to contend for the faith [that was] originally
entrusted to the saints." [DIRECT TRANSLATION]
Jude introduced no new teaching. He was concerned that
we should not be drawn away by new teaching.
______________________________________________

Europe
Ian S. Davidson, Motherwell

Europe is becoming less godly. 21% of Europeans say
that God plays an important role in their lives compared
with 60% in the United States and 90% in Muslim
countries. Secularism is widespread in many European
countries. For example, in Britain, two-thirds of people
between 18 and 24 describe themselves as non-religious
and almost one-half do not regard Jesus as a historical
figure. In France, one in ten says they are religious, but
only one in twenty attends a religious service once a
week. In Sweden and Denmark only 5% regularly go to
church. Poland is one of the exceptions. There, Catholic
seminaries are full and priests abound.
I take no joy in living in a godless society. In fact, I believe
that godlessness is at the heart of our problems. As a
result, many of the European nations are morally,
spiritually, politically and economically bankrupt. The
situation in the old continent is worrying for many. Greece,
Ireland, Spain, Portugal and Cyprus are in genuine
trouble and many of the rest are not far behind. People
are asking: "When are things going to improve?"
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CHRISTIANITY
In Acts 16: 9-12 we read:
"And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There
stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying,
Come over into Macedonia and help us. And after he
had seen the vision, immediately we endeavoured to
go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord
had called us to go and preach the gospel unto them.
Therefore loosing from Troas we came with a straight
course to Samothracia, and the next day to Neapolis;
and from there to Philippi...."
In other words, Paul took the gospel to Europe- a
momentous event in the history of Christianity. Paul wrote
letters, amongst others, to churches in Rome, Thessalonica,
Corinth and Philippi – all, of course, in Europe. It is
interesting to note that we do not read of a congregation in
Athens despite Paul’s efforts. People steeped in worldly
philosophy apparently find it difficult to accept the true
wisdom of God. Later, Paul had his sights set on Spain
(Romans 15:28). Things were happening in Spain and, as
ever, the apostle wanted to be where the action was.
There is an important statement found in Paul’s letter to
the Colossians. We read:
"If you continue in your faith, established and firm, not
moved from the hope held in the gospel. This is the
gospel that has been proclaimed to every creature
under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a
servant" (Colossians 1:23, N.I.V.)
Most commentators find it difficult to accept Paul’s
statement at face value. But if we do take his words at
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face value then, by the time he wrote the Colossian
epistle, everyone, not only in Europe, but also throughout
the whole world, had heard the good news about Jesus. A
staggering thought!
CHRISTENDOM
Historical works on Europe speak about "Christendom.“
The Encyclopaedia Britannica defines it as"that portion of
the world in which Christianity is the dominant religion." Of
course, for hundreds of years in Europe the dominant form
of Christianity was Roman Catholicism. Then there was
the Reformation, an attempt to reform the Roman Catholic
Church. Please note that the Reformation was not about
reforming Christianity, but the Catholic Church.
Christendom was shaken to its foundations as the result of
the work of Martin Luther and others. But, the truth be told,
the reformers only partially succeeded in their endeavours.
The Catholic Church fought back with the CounterReformation and held on strongly in various countries like
Italy and Spain. Today, secularism ("the doctrine that
morality should be based solely on regard to the well-being
of mankind in this present life, to the exclusion of all
considerations drawn from belief in God or in a future
state" [O.E.D.] ) is everywhere in Europe. I see this as a
disaster for the continent and, indeed, for the whole world.
EUROPA AND THE TRUE GOD
Europe is named after Europa, who in Greek mythology
bore Zeus three sons. Europa is a myth, but the true God
is no myth. He is the "unknown God" of whom Paul spoke
to the Athenians (Acts 17:23). What a change there would
be in Europe if the people of all the nations within it
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worshipped Him in spirit and according to truth! After all,
the Father seeks such to worship Him (John 4: 23). God is
interested in every nation in Europe.
"And has made of one blood all nations of men to
dwell on all the face of the earth and has determined
the times before appointed and the bounds of their
habitation..." (Acts 17: 26).
Personally in Europe, I have visited France, Holland,
Belgium, Spain, Portugal, Switzerland, Czech Republic,
Austria, Italy, Greece, Malta and Turkey. I pray for all of
these nations and all the rest, including, of course, the
United Kingdom.
The true God has a lot to say about the nations of the
world. For example:
"When the Son of man shall come in His glory, and all
the holy angels with Him, then shall He sit upon the
throne of His glory: and before Him shall be gathered
all nations and He shall separate them one from
another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the
goats..." (Matthew 25: 31-32).
The gospel is for all and, one day, Jesus will judge all.
Nations of Europe – and of the world – get ready!
__________________________________________________

No Time For Anger.
V. Sujatha, Stretford.

Anger is something, which is in all of us. It is in our nature
to be angry and God knows it, that’s why in Ephesians
4:26 he said "be angry, and do not sin." Some can control
their anger and some cannot. Some take it out on others
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and hurt others and some keep it inside them and hurt
themselves by repeatedly thinking about it. I think we
should be concerned about our problems rather than be
worried or angry. By 'concerned' I mean realize what the
problems are and calmly take steps to meet them.
Worrying or being angry means going around in madness
and hurting people, saying things that we don’t mean. We
have to give account of every word we say whilst here.
We will be judged by our words (Matthew 12:36,37). We
should not go around taking out our anger on others,
thinking it will calm us. Nothing can bring us peace but
ourself. But I guess the ability to ‘think” at that time
becomes difficult. We just want to throw words at others.
Paul advised Timothy:
"A servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle
to all, able to teach, patient.” 2.Timothy 2:24.
A man is foolish who can't be angry but a man is wise
who won't be angry. It might seem to us that we are angry
for the right reason but we hurt ourselves by hurting
others. When we are angry, we fail to realise that there is
a polite and harmless way to put our message across to
the other person.
"A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word
stirs up anger." Proverbs 15:1.
Let's not be upset or get angry about little things in life.
Life is too short to be small-minded. In this short span of
life let's use our words to tell others how much we love
them, because one day we may realize that we never
took time to say a few loving words to our loved ones and
by the time we realize this, it could be too late. Let's show
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them that we care for them before it is too late. Say to
ourselves, let me be a little kinder to the people around
me, let me speak the tender words of love to those close
to me, let me be a little blinder to the small faults around
me, for I will not get to live these moments again.
______________________________________________

James son of Alphaeus
Jonathan Ashurst, Byron, GA

Of the twelve apostles, James the son of Alphaeus is the
most elusive. Though we have minimal information about
him, we know that his service for Christ has had a great
impact upon the world. Let's examine what the New
Testament tells us about this little-known apostle.
1. Who was he?
In the New Testament, there are several men named
James. This can lead to confusion about which is which.
In his commentary on the epistle of James, Guy N.
Woods seeks to clarify the distinctions between the
different men named James. Here is a list based on
Woods' explanation:
1)
James, son of Zebedee and Salome, brother of
John (Matt 4:21, & 10:2; Mark 1:19, Luke 5:10, & 6:14). He is
the better-known apostle. Once, he and John were
nicknamed “Sons of Thunder” (Mark 3:17; Luke 9:54) and
another time they asked for prominence in Christ's
kingdom (Mark 10:35). This James was one of the “inner
circle” whom Jesus often took aside (Matt 17:1, Mark
5:37, 9:2, 13:3, & 14:33; Luke 8:51, & 9:28). He was also
the first apostle to be martyred (Acts 12:2).
2)

James, son of Joseph and Mary, “half-brother” of
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Jesus. He is listed in Matthew 13:55 and Mark 6:3 as one
of Jesus' brothers. During his ministry, Jesus' brothers
did not believe on him (John 7:5), but after his
resurrection, they became believers (Acts 1:12,14; 1 Cor.
9:5; Gal. 1:18-19). In fact, Jesus appeared to James soon
after the Resurrection (1.Cor. 15:7).
It seems this was the same James who spoke at the
council in Jerusalem (Acts 15:13) and was prominent in
the early church (Acts 12:17, Acts 21:18, Gal. 2:9,12). He
was likely the author of the epistle James, and his brother
was likely the author of the epistle Jude.*
James, son of Alphaeus (and Mary?). This James
was the ninth in the list of Jesus' apostles (Matthew 10:3,
Mark 3:8, Luke 6:15, Acts 1:13). Church tradition identifies
James' mother as one of the women at Christ's
crucifixion, “Mary of Cleophas,” (John 19:25), also referred
to as “Mary the mother of James and Joses” (Matthew
27:55-56) and “Mary the mother of James the less and of
Joses” (Mark 15:40). (It is probable that Alphaeus and
Cleophas refer to the same man.) If so, then Jesus' ninth
apostle was also known as “James the Less.”
3)

2. What did he do?
James the son of Alphaeus was chosen as one of Jesus'
twelve apostles. His mother was likely present at the
crucifixion. His father may have been one of the two
people to whom Jesus appeared on the road to Emmaus
(Luke 24:18). James probably had the nickname “James
the Less.” (In Greek the term for less is “mikros,”)
meaning “little”; perhaps James the Less was shorter or
younger than James the son of Zebedee.) Beyond this,
nothing is mentioned of James specifically. However, we
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can read about what the apostles did as a group and
know that James was participating in these activities. He
followed Jesus, saw the risen Lord, and shared the good
news with many.
3. What can we learn from his life?
We can learn much from the life of James the Less. As
John McArthur says, “we might say that his distinguishing
mark was his obscurity.” (MacArthur, p.172). We do not
have to be outspoken or well-known to make a positive
difference in this world. There have been millions of people
who have followed Christ faithfully through the ages. We
do not know of most of them, but their impact is still felt.
Though other people may not be aware, God knows and
appreciates everything we do for Him (Col. 3:22-24).
References:
* Ashurst, Allan. 'A Study in Jude.' Simply Christians,
Stretford UK. Accessed June 29, 2012, from
http://www.eusebos.eu/d4web4s/extrainf/judentsq.htm
MacArthur, John. 'Twelve Ordinary Men.' W. Publishing
Group, Nashville TN. 2002.
Woods, Guy N. 'James.' Gospel Advocate Company,
Nashville TN. 1991.
______________________________________________

A Living Faith
J. Lee Roberts, Lubbock, Texas.

Real faith, even as small as a mustard seed, is adequate
to give access to God's marvellous grace. But simple
belief in the existence of God is not enough. One must
see the whole context of what living faith requires.
10

REAL FAITH MUST INCLUDE:

● Knowledge: We must know God. His deity and
divine power can be known to us by observing His
creation, but FAITH comes from hearing His
Message as He and His will are revealed to us in
Scripture and through Jesus Christ. Jesus is the
ultimate revelation of God. John 17:3; Rom.11:20;
10:17; John 1:18; 2.Peter 3:18.
● Action: Belief in the existence of God can and
must grow and bring about the obedience of faith.
Rom.1:5; 16:26.The WORD must become incarnate
in us as we become living epistles. Without
appropriate deeds (dynamism) faith is dead! This
activity must involve obedience to the message of
Christ crucified! Faith becomes alive when it is
made complete by deeds of obedience.1.Peter
1:22,23; Luke 17:5,6; Mark 9:24; 2.Cor. 3:2,3;
James 2:14-26; 1:22-25; Hebrews 5:9. James 2:19.
BELIEVING IN THE EXISTENCE OF DEITY, AS DO
THE DEMONS, IS NOT LIVING FAITH!!

● Trust: The walk of faith is not one of sight. It does
not find roots in empirical proof, but in total
confidence in God's faithfulness. Faith sees the
invisible and accepts with complete assurance
things that are not seen! Faith knows that God
keeps His promise to intervene in our lives, to
answer our prayers, to reward us when we seek
Him, and to abide with us forever. 2.Cor. 5:7;
Hebrews 11:1,6,27; Phil. 4:6,7,19; 2.Thess. 3:3.
● Love: There is a faith dynamic enough to move
mountains, but worthless when it lacks proper
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motivation (1.Cor. 13:2). From the beginning God
has wanted us to practice real love. Faith without
that fundamental element is barren and useless.
We must love God, the very object of our faith, and
love our neighbour as ourselves. Obedience that is
not from the heart can not receive divine approval.
What counts is faith working through love. With this
faith we can have access to His wonderful grace!
Rom. 5:1,2; 6:17,18; Gal. 3:24-29; 5:6.
"But

do you want to know, O foolish man, that
faith without works is dead?"
"And

though I have the gift of prophecy, and
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and
though I have all faith, so that I could remove
mountains, but have not love, I am nothing."
"For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor
uncircumcision avails anything, but faith working
through love."
DOES THAT LIVING FAITH ACTIVATE ME?

______________________________________________

The Beatitudes (2)
Derek Daniell, Tunbridge Wells

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst
for righteousness,
for they shall be satisfied”
Matthew 5:6.

The hunger in this beatitude is speaking about spiritual
starvation that can lead to death. Most people are
motivated by the hunger of the body, but few recognise
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the hunger of the spirit and seek to fill the void that sin
produces. The righteousness that should be sought is of
a right relationship with God through forgiveness and
justification, Romans 5:1-5. Their desire is not only to feel
right but to do what is right, as presented later in this
sermon, Matthew 5:20, 48; 6:1. There is in every human
being a built in and inescapable need for God, see Psalm
63:1. Unable to meet our fundamental need we find
money, pleasure and even worldly wisdom leaves us
empty and unfulfilled, see Ecc.1:12-14. What we need is
“to be filled” with righteousness. This “beatitude” is a
call for a change of priorities, to have a right relationship
with God which is the important part of “the good life” that
all should seek.. Let us then:
“Fear God and keep His commandment, for this the
whole duty of man,” Ecc. 12:13.
“Blessed are the merciful,
for they shall receive mercy”
Matthew 5:7.

Mercy is not entirely unknown in the laws of man, but the
mercy that Jesus praises here is the awareness of one’s
own need of mercy, not simply from man but especially
from God, his mercy should show a compassion to the
helpless, like the Samaritan did to his Jewish neighbour,
(Luke 10:33-37). It should be a mercy that extends
forgiveness to the one who repeatedly offends, Matt
18:21-22. We need to remember our own need for mercy
from our Father in heaven, who:
“demonstrated His own love to us, in that while
we were still sinners Christ died for us”
Romans 5:8.
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The kingdom citizen should not forget their former self as
we are reminded in Titus 3:1-5:
“when the kindness and love of God our Saviour
towards man appeared, not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but according
to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of
regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit.”
Mercy toward our fellow man does not mean mercy from
God; but it is evidence of our penitent spirit, which is the
divine condition of forgiveness, Matt 18:23-35. The
kingdom citizen should live among his fellows as a
forgiven and forgiving citizen of heaven.
“Blessed are the pure in heart
for they shall see God”
Matthew 5:8

The purity in this beatitude does not refer to perfect
righteousness of life but the attitude of a single minded
devotion,,
“Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.
Cleanse your hands, you sinners and purify your
hearts you double minded.” James 4:8
Those who will see God are those who have an honest
and single heart toward God, Matt 6:22-24; 2 Cor 11:2.
They will see God, not as Israel did at Sinai, but in the full
understanding of their covenant relationship with Him.
David in Psalm 24:3-4, says:
“Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord, and who
shall stand in his holy place?. He who has clean
hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul
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to what is false, and does not swear deceitfully.”
When Jesus was asked by his disciples, "show us the
Father," He replied:
“If you had known me, you would have known my
Father also. From now on you do know Him and
have seen Him”. John 14:7-9.
Have you seen God?.
(To be concluded)
______________________________________________

Who On Earth Am I?
James Neil, Skelmersdale

In Matthew 16:13, we read of Jesus asking his disciples
this question “Who do men say that I, the son of man,
am ?” Jesus received a variety of answers “Some say
John the baptist. Some say Elijah. Others say Jeremiah
or one of the prophets.” Then Jesus put another question
to them, "But who do you say that I am?”
It was Simon Peter who made the famous statement “
You are the Christ, the son of the living God”
Our Salvation depends upon that statement made by
Simon Peter being correct, after all if Jesus was not the
son of God , the whole foundation of our faith is torn from
beneath us and we have no hope .
Of course Simon Peter is not the only person in scripture
who,directly or indirectly made that statement and Jesus
himself verifies it with his own words in vs.20 of Matthew
ch.16 when he instructs his disciples to tell no man that
he was Jesus the Christ .
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To give further evidence from the words of Jesus himself as
to who he was...and of course still is, we can see in the
gospel accounts where Jesus leaves no doubt as to who and
what he is, for example in the gospel as recorded by John:
John 6:35.... “I am the bread of life” John 8:12 “I am the
light of the world” John 10:9 “I am the door” John 10:11

“I am the good Shepherd.”
At the resurrection of Lazarus Jesus said:
“I am the resurrection and the life, he who believes in
me, though he may die, he shall live, and whoever
lives and believes in me shall never die."
John 11:25-26

We could go on with further examples of scriptural proof
as to who Jesus is but the important thing is do we
believe it , more to the point is to consider this question as
though it is directed at each of us individually ...because
that is where, in reality it truly is directed and our salvation
depends not on the answer from our lips but the answer
from our heart.
Jesus knows who he is,and what he is, but, do I know
who and what I am?
Does my life show that I know who and what I am?
Does the example I set others show that I know who and
what I am?
Does my faith show that I know who and what I am?
Do my prayers show that I know who and what I am?
The Apostle Paul in his letter to the Romans ch.8:14-17
tells us what we are as followers of Christ,
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“For as many as are led by the spirit of God Are sons

of God”
“The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we

are children of God and if children then heirs...heirs of
God and joint heirs with Christ”
As Christians, we need to know who and what we are, but
this in itself is not enough, we need to let others know.
It seems at this point in time, that Christianity in its true
sense is being attacked and undermined at every turn but
let us not get disheartened as we look around us but rather
we should remind ourselves ... and others of who and what
we are, and never forget whose earth it is anyway.
And who on earth are we? We …. that is you and
me....are children and joint heirs with Christ, of the one
who created it !!!
______________________________________________

Treacherous Intrigue
[70x7 Charts, June issue page 19]
Allan Ashurst, Stretford, Manchester

My apparent Dilemma
When I was calculating the number of years from 7th year
of Artaxerxes' reign to the baptism of our Lord I was
always one year short until I discovered that Artaxerxes
(also called Longinamus) did not access the throne in the
year Xerxes died but in the following year. Then
everything fitted into place.
Artabanus' Short-lived Seditious Coup
The Achamenid emperor of Persia, Xerxes, died in August
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BC 465, but his heir apparent, Darius, did not succeed
him to the throne - Why? It was his second son,
Artaxerxes, who acceded to the throne but not until well
into the following year, BC 464 - Why?
The most powerful man in the Persian court was a man in
charge of the royal bodyguard named Artabanus. He was
called 'Hazarapat' which means 'Commander of a
Thousand.' He put his seven sons in key positions and
intended to dethrone the Achamenids. He conspired with
Xerxes' general, Megabyzus, and the chamberlain of the
royal bedchamber, Aspamitres, to assassinate Xerxes.
In August BC. 465, Artabanus, with his sons, gained entry
to the royal bedchamber and murdered Xerxes. He then
accused Darius, of murdering his father. He had motive.
He hated his father for having seduced his wife. So
Darius was executed on the charge of patricide.
Artaxerxes was only eighteen years of age. So Artabanus
was able to gain control of the empire. He then schemed
to assassinate Artaxerxes. Seven months later, in BC
464, alarmed by this turn of events, Megabyzus betrayed
Artabanus to Artaxerxes. A fight ensued. Artabanus and
his sons were killed and Aspamitres was tortured to
death. So, the year following Xerxes' death, Artaxerxes
was able to accede to the throne and restore the
Achamenid dynasty.
This one year makes all the difference in pinpointing the
exact year the Lord Jesus was baptised. In his 7th year,
during the latter half of BC 458, Artaxerxes issued the
decree, to not only rebuild the city, but also to restore it to
its former glory as the City from which the Law of the LORD
would be administered (Daniel 9:25, Ezra 7:7-9). 383 years
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later in the Autumn of AD 26 The Lord Jesus was publicly
anointed by the Holy Spirit, declared to be the Son of God
in whom He was well pleased, and the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world (Luke 3:22, John 1:29-36).
Artaxerxes - The Nature Of The Man
Some think that Artaxerxes was a very amenable person
to grant such privileges to his subject nations.
Artaxerxes ruled the empire for forty years and exacted
such heavy taxes that many of his subjects and senior
citizens became bankrupt. In Bactria, a younger brother,
Hystastis, staged a revolt. Artaxerxes defeated him and
then made sure that all his remaining brothers were killed.
One might ask How is it that such a nice picture is painted
of Artaxerxes, as the emperor who enabled subjects of
many nations to return to their homeland and to worship
their own gods? More importantly: How was it that Ezra
gained such favours from the type of man we see in
history? How was it that such a man granted to Ezra all
that he had asked for?
Ezra’s explanation for this is that the hand of his God was
upon Artaxerxes. (Ezra 7:6, cp. verse 27).
Daniel 9:24 to 27 is a truly amazing prophecy. It was
written more than 500 years before the predicted events
and translated into Greek (LXX) over 200 years before the
events. It predicted the exact year, even the part of the
year, when the Messiah was publicly anointed and when
He rendered obsolete the rites of sacrifice.
(To be continued)
______________________________________________
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- Daniel 9:20-27 - 70X7s - SUMMARISING As Daniel contemplates the 70 years of his
peoples' and Jerusalem's desolations1 he has a
revelation about the 70 times 7 years2 God had
“determined”3 for his people and city (v.24).
This 490 years began in the seventh year of
Artaxerxes reign, in the latter half of BC 458,
when he decreed that Jerusalem was to be
restored as their capital city from which God's
law was to be administered (Ezra 7:25-26).4
483 years later, after two consecutive periods of
7x7s and 62x7s, a Messiah would appear (v.25).
That had to be in the latter half of AD 26.
It was in the latter half of AD 26, in the 15th year
of Tiberius, that Lord Jesus was anointed with
the Holy Spirit at His baptism (Luke 3:1,21-23).
Then John publicly declared Him to be the Lamb
of God (John 1:29,36). Thus began the three and
a half year series of events culminating in His
execution in the spring of AD 30 (vv.25-26).
NOTES
1

vv. 2 & 18 and Jeremiah 25:11, 29:10.
Hebrew years were arranged in 7s. (Lev. 25:1-5).
In Daniel 10:2 “full weeks,” the Hebrew is “sevens of
days.” So in chapter 9, 7s did not mean “weeks.”
3
Strongs 2852 properly: cut off, i.e. in one piece.
SS v.79-2 p19 charts 1 to 4. 4 SS v.79-v.3 pp17-19.
__________________________________________
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The Church in Berea
Kim J Boland, Newport

When we read of the Christians in Berea, we learn:
"And these were more noble than those of
Thessalonica, in that they received the Word with all
readiness of mind and searched the Scriptures daily
to see if those things were so. Therefore many of
them believed, and quite a few of honorable Greek
women and men." Acts 17:11-12.
What is interesting is that we find no letter to the Bereans,
but we do find two to those in Thessalonica. Why might
that be? Paul’s letters were normally to address an issue
or problem the Church faced. Could it be, by studying the
scriptures daily, the Bereans either had no problems, or
more probably, that they were able to address them
themselves.
Paul wrote to the Thessalonians:
"9 regarding brotherly love, you do not need that I
write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to
love one another. 10 And indeed you do it toward all
the brothers who are in all Macedonia. But we
beseech you, brothers, that you abound more and
more, 11 and that you try earnestly to be quiet and to
do your own business, and to work with your own
hands, as we commanded you."
1 Thess. 4:9-12

Later Paul exhorted them, despite their persecutions and
trials:

"11 Therefore comfort one another, and edify one
another, even as you also do. 12 And, brothers, we
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beseech you to know those who labor among you,
and are over you in the Lord, and who admonish
you, 13 and to esteem them very highly in love for
their work's sake. Be at peace among yourselves. 14
Now we exhort you, brothers, warn those who are
unruly, comfort the fainthearted, support the weak,
be patient toward all. 15 See that none gives evil for
evil to anyone, but always pursue the good, both
towards one another and towards all. 16 Rejoice
evermore. 17 Pray without ceasing."
1 Thess 5:11-17
We are urged to pray and study consistently, as were the
early Christians:
"Rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation,
earnestly continuing in prayer" Romans 12:12
"Take heed to yourself, and to the teaching. Continue
in them, because in doing this you will save both
yourself and those who hear you." 1 Timothy 4:16
The word of God is part of our armour, and we need to
carry it, using it as trained workmen use their tools. We
face different pressures than the early church. Television,
film, sport and the internet has replaced Pagan religion.
But its power is no less. The being behind it is the same,
with the same objective, to take man way from a close
relationship with God. We have been warned by Paul to
"watch ourselves". Indeed whenever we partake of the
Bread or Wine we are asked to "examine ourselves". We
need not to fight battles with the world alone, but are
given a tool box to use, as skilled craftsmen:
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"13 Therefore take to yourselves the whole armor of
God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day,
and having done all, to stand. 14 Therefore stand,
having your loins girded about with truth, and having
on the breastplate of righteousness 15 and your feet
shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace. 16
Above all, take the shield of faith, with which you shall
be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 17
And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the Word of God, 18 praying always
with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and
watching to this very thing with all perseverance and
supplication for all saints."
Eph 6:11-18

May we be enouraged to gather together more and more
to study God's word and pray together that we may
thereby encourage one another.
__________________________________________________

What Are You Like?
James Neil. Skelmersdale.

Have you heard this question asked flippantly? .... it is another of
those sayings which has sprung up fairly recently and has
become a part of our vocabulary which gets used almost as a
habit rather than a question requiring an answer ...and can be
used in situations which vary from being used as a light hearted
almost jocular situation …. to a situation of extreme frustration ….
What though if you or I are asked this question in a life or death
context? …. what if our life depends on the answer …. not
simply the answer we give …. but the real truth of the matter?
Bearing this question in mind, please now read in your Bible:
2nd. Peter chapter 3
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Why is Peter writing this second letter? .... It is of course, as he
tells us himself …."As a reminder".... (Verse 1) .... "A reminder
of what"? .....
A reminder of what the prophets had foretold … and of the
commands given through the apostles "of the Lord and
Saviour "....
A reminder that there will be those who scoff at this idea and
deny that Jesus will come again and they will walk after their
own desires and lusts.....saying that because of the length of
time which has passed that these things just won't happen.....
A reminder of the fact that time is of no consequence to God
…
A reminder of how …. when The Lord does come again it will
be when he is least expected …. as a thief in the night ....
A reminder of what will happen to the world when he does
come …. that it will be burned up ....
What was the question we started with?....
"WHAT ARE YOU LIKE?"
That is just what Peter asks …. in verse 11 of our reading …..
when, in the face of these events, he asks "What manner of
persons ought you to be?” …. it puts the question in a
different light …. wouldn't you say?....
What Peter describes sounds awesome and terrifying …. as
for many it will be …. but it need not be ….. not for those who
are found to be as they ought to be found …. not for those who
are ready for that day .....
Are you the kind of person who is ready …. or the kind who
turns a blind eye and hopes for the best …. if you are hoping
for the best …. then it won't happen ….
But …. why hope for the best when you can be certain?
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We all need to keep in mind that The Lord will come again and
to be continuously on our guard. What a pity if he comes and
we are not ready
Please read what Paul says:
Romans ch. 8 vs. 1 – 16 …. Romans ch. 6 vs. 1 - 10
__________________________________________________

Matthew the Tax Collector
Jonathan Ashurst, Byron, GA.

People don’t like to pay taxes, even to their own
government. From ancient wars to modern political
campaigns, taxes have caused a great deal of
controversy. If people believe the taxes are unfair or
excessive, they tend to complain even more or try to
change the situation.
Imagine how the Jews felt in Jesus’ day, when they were
forced to pay taxes to the Romans. It was humiliating for
the Jews to have to give up so much money to their
conquerors. To make matters worse, the Romans would
hire Jews to do the tax collecting. Most Jews considered
these tax collectors to be traitors. Furthermore, the tax
collectors made a handsome profit on the side, at their
countrymen’s expense.
These tax collectors could charge a higher tax than Rome
required and then keep the extra for themselves. As a
result, they were very rich but very unpopular. However,
it was one of these tax collectors that Jesus approached
one day. From the life of Matthew (also called Levi), we
see Jesus’ call to the sinner, his plea to the self-righteous,
and his ability to reconcile former enemies.
Jesus' Call to the Sinner
6

"And after these things he went forth, and saw a
publican, named Levi, sitting at the receipt of
custom: and he said unto him, Follow me. And
he left all, rose up, and followed him."
Luke 5:27-28

Jesus called Matthew to follow him, and Matthew came.
Though he had left behind a profitable business, Matthew
had found a new type of treasure. He was so excited that
he wanted all his friends to know about it.
As a tax collector, his only friends were the other rejects
of society, like tax collectors. Ironically, they were more
interested in Jesus’ message than the religious people.
"And Levi made him a great feast in his own house:
and there was a great company of publicans and of
others that sat down with them. But their scribes and
Pharisees murmured against his disciples, saying,
Why do ye eat and drink with publicans and sinners?"
Luke 5:29-30

Jesus' Plea to the Self-Righteous
"And Jesus answering said unto them, They that
are whole need not a physician; but they that are
sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners
to repentance." – Luke 5:31-32
Jesus could not help the Pharisees until they
acknowledged their need for his help. They thought they
could please God on their own. Because Matthew’s
friends were aware of their need for a saviour, Jesus was
able to help them.
When we see people with "alternative lifestyles," we
should respond as Jesus did. He acknowledged that they
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were living in sin. Jesus did not condone or accept their
sin; in fact, he said they were "sick" and needed help. But
he also reacted with compassion and offered them
forgiveness, hope, and a better way to live. Most of the
religious leaders rejected it; many of society’s outcasts
accepted it.
Jesus' Ability to Reconcile Former Enemies
It’s amazing to think about the kind of men Jesus chose,
and how they all got along in spite of their differences. A
striking example would be that of Matthew and Simon the
Zealot. One was a former tax collector, collaborating with
the Romans, and the other was a former guerilla fighter
trying to overthrow the Roman occupation. But when
Jesus called them, they both left behind their former
allegiances and followed him. Former enemies, they
eventually became fellow workers sharing the good news
of Jesus.
So the next time you pay your taxes, remember some of
the lessons we can learn from the life of Matthew.
______________________________________________

He Never Authorized Instrumental Music
V.Sujatha. Stretford.

You must have noticed that in many churches, they use
instruments while singing praises to God. Nowhere in
New Testament is it said to use instruments during
singing. The Bible specified singing only. The Bible says:
Sing praises
Sing with spirit and understanding
Sing with grace in your heart to the Lord
Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing
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(Acts 16:25)
(1.Cor. 114:15)
(Col. 3:16)
(James 5:13)

Making melody by instruments surely seems good to our ears
but in Ephesians 5:19, it says we should be, "singing and
making melody in your heart to the Lord". Not to our ears.
Worshipping God with instruments is not authorised under
the New Covenant. Nowhere in the New Testament is use
of instruments found. So that means it is not necessary. If
one had to use it, God would have specified it, as He
specified the rest of the things like the Gopher wood
specified to Noah (Genesis 6:14), Lamb offering specified
to Israelites, (Exodus 29:38) and many other such things.
Use of instruments while singing was not necessary, so He
did not specify them but He did specify singing.
In 2.Timothy 3:16,17 it says:
"All Scripture is given by inspiration of God and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may
be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work."
And since the New Testament nowhere authorizes
instrumental music, it is not a good work. God has always
given specific instructions on the things that He wants us
to do.
"Whoever... does not abide in the doctrine of Christ
does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of
Christ has both the Father and the Son" 2.John 1:9
All authority is given to Christ (Matthew 28:18). To do
something which is not authorized by Christ is to
dishonour His authority.
__________________________________________________

Sister V. Sujatha has rightly pointed out that instrumental
music is not authorised In the New Testament so we
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should not use it in worship.
To justify their use of instrumental music many refer to its
use in the Old Testament and confuse the Old Covenant
with the New Covenant.
At the cross the Old Covenant was replaced by the New
Covenant. The old should not be mixed in with the new
(Hebrews 8:8- 9:15). Jesus explained to the Samaritan
woman that there was going to be a total change:
"The woman says to him, Sir, I perceive that you are a
prophet. Our fathers worshipped in this mountain and
you say that in Jerusalem is the place where men
ought to worship. Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe
me, the hour comes, when you shall neither in
this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship
the Father. You do not know what you worship. We
know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews.
But the hour comes, and is now, when the true
worshippers will worship the Father in spirit
and in truth, because the Father seeks such to
worship him. God is Spirit: and those who
worship him must worship him in spirit and in
truth.
(John 4:19-24)
We must worship God "in truth." because God wants the
kind of worshippers who will worship Him “in truth.”
Where then do we find the truth? In God's word. God's word
is truth. (John 17:17) and under the New Covenant there is
no authority for worshipping God with musical instruments.
[Editor]
__________________________________________________
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The Beatitudes (3 of 3)
Derek L Daniell, Tunbridge Wells

"Blessed are the peacemakers
for they shall be called the children of God"
Matthew 5:9

These are not peace makers in the ordinary sense of
mediating in human disputes, but in the ultimate sense of
bringing to man the peace of Christ. Jesus said:
"My peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you.
Not as the world gives do I give to you, let not your
hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid"
John 14:27.

The kingdom of heaven is built on our reconciliation with
God. Being at peace with God the citizen of the kingdom
can be at peace with their fellow man.
"Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ".
Romans 5:1, compare Romans 12:18.

As children of God we are then able to preach the gospel
of peace and reconciliation in the world, (Ephesians 2:1317). When we are reconciled to God and the peace of
Christ rules in our hearts, the spirit of compassion,
meekness and forgiveness is produced in us, (Colossians
3:12-15). We become the true servants of peace in the
world, a peace that transcends all understanding.
Philippians 4:7.

"Blessed are those who are persecuted because
of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven"
Matthew 5:10-11.
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Here is a concluding surprise that these peacemakers
become the persecuted. Jesus is now considering the
attitude of the world to the citizen of the kingdom of
heaven. One would have thought that such people that
Jesus describes would have been received with great
rejoicing by the world. Now to the contrary Jesus reveals
that they will stir up the world to persecute them. Jesus
never withheld the cost of being His disciple, Luke 14:2533. Jesus also said:
"If they persecute me they will persecute you"
John 15:18-20

and we know He was persecuted, rejected and crucified.
The apostle Paul reminded Timothy that:
"everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ
Jesus will be persecuted"
2 Timothy 3:12.

Why will the citizen of the kingdom of heaven suffer
persecution? Because says Jesus they have chosen to
be righteous in an unrighteous world. John 3:19-21.
Jesus concludes his beatitudes by stating the
blessedness of being persecuted,
"Rejoice and be glad, because your reward is in
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the
prophets who were before you"
Matthew 5:12.

James wrote:
"consider it joy my brethren, whenever you face
trials of many kinds, because you know that the
testing of your faith develops steadfastness …"
James 1:2-3.
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"Blessed is the man who remains steadfast
under trial, for when he has stood the test he will
receive the crown of life, which the Lord has
promised to those who love him"
James 1:12-13.
No temporal threat can intimidate the one whose true
treasure is secured in heaven:
"Therefore we do not lose heart, though our outer
man is decaying, yet our inner man is being
renewed day by day. For momentary light affliction
is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far
beyond all comparison, while we look not at the
things which are seen, but at the things which are
not seen; for the things that are seen are temporal,
but the things which are not seen are eternal"
2 Corinthians 4:16-18

Is your citizenship in heaven as you wait for the Saviour,
the Lord Jesus Christ to transform you to glory with Him?
Philippians 3:20-21
(Concluded)
__________________________________________________

The One Baptism of the New Covenant
J. Lee Roberts, Lubbock, Texas.

The One Baptism valid today

AFTER PENTECOST, after the New Covenant had been
established, the apostle Paul wrote; "There is … one
baptism" (Ephesians 4:5). From Hebrews 5:11 to 6:2, it is
clear that the mature believer should have a good
understanding of the various washings or baptisms
[baptismoi] practised under different covenants.
UNDER THE LAW OF MOSES, an Old Testament priest
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had to complete the instructions for his consecration,
including washing in water, before he could begin service
in the sanctuary -- failure on penalty of death. Naaman
the leper was instructed to dip seven times in the river
Jordan to be cured of his leprosy.
(Exodus 29:4; 30:17-21; 2 Kings 5:10; Luke 4:27)

JESUS AND JOHN THE BAPTIST came preaching
repentance and practising immersion in water for the
remission of sins (Mark 1:4,5; Luke 3:3; John 4:1). Would
anyone say these God ordained baptisms were ‘water
salvation’? Or rather should we not admit that these gave
access to God’s blessings?
OTHER BAPTISMS are mentioned in scripture, but the
question before us is: What has the Lord commanded
for us today who serve Him under the new covenant?
A NEW COVENANT with new promises was promised by
Old Testament prophets. It would bring remission of sins
and the gift of the Holy Spirit. It would be an eternal
covenant, but would not be valid until Jesus was dead
and glorified.
(Jeremiah 31: 31-34; 32:39,40; Joel 2:28; Ezekiel 39:29;
Hebrews 9:15-17; John 7:39; 16:7).
THE ONE BAPTISM valid today was given after Christ's
resurrection and preached for the first time on Pentecost
by Peter. It is the one today that offers remission of sins
and the gift of the Holy Spirit. In our baptism we too follow
in a likeness of His death to be raised to walk in the
newness of life.
(Mark 16:9 -19; Romans 6:1 -11; Acts 2:38; 5:29-32; 19:1-5)
__________________________________________________
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Devout women - able to teach good things.
[Editor]

Older women are encouraged to be good examples and
"teachers of good things" so that they might be able to
guide the young women to be good wives and mothers.
(Titus 2:3-5). Timothy's mother and grandmother taught him
the word of God from infancy (2 Timothy 3:14-15). Their
devoutness had a lot to do with Timothy becoming a
remarkably faithful man of God (2 Timothy 1:5). Priscilla was
also a woman whose devoutness gained respectful hearing
when she assisted her husband in expounding the way of
the Lord (Acts 18:24-25). Paul resided with Philip, remarkable
for having daughters who prophesied (Acts 21:8-9). I would
like to have heard what they were inspired to say.
However we can be grateful for the Biblically sound
articles that devout sisters submit for publication.
I personally have benefited a lot from them.
__________________________________________________

Ghana Fund
The Church of Christ at Dennyloanhead thank all the
brothers, sisters and churches who contribute to the
Ghana Fund which supports the work of the Lord in
Ghana. Over the last three years £19,000 has been sent
to help with medical bills, the repair and completion of
buildings, preachers’ conferences and loud speaker
systems to help the brothers spread the Word of the Lord
throughout Ghana. The administration of the fund in
Ghana is supported by Bro Wisdom Kpehor.
Christine Wood.

__________________________________________________
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NEWS and INFORMATION
HEATHER BRAE, Earlestown, Merseyside, WA12 9DR
7.30 pm. Friday 7th December 2012. “In The Beginning God”
Scientist: John Lennox. Video on Genesis chapter one.
Contact: Sister Shirley Jarvis. Tel. 01942-206 735
EASTWOOD, Nottinghamshire.
STRETFORD, MANCHESTER.
Seymour Road, NG9 7EB
Saturday Gospel Meetings
Saturday February 9th.
7.00 pm The Green Hut
6.00 pm Refreshments
538 Kings Road, M32 8JT
7.00 pm Message
March 23rd.
Contact:
September 21st.
Adrian Limb Tel. 01773-761 670
cofceastwood@aol.com

SCRIPTURE READINGS 2013
Reading Cards are available
from John Kneller
4 Glassel Park Road,
Longniddry, East Lothian
EH32 0NY
Tel. 01875 853212
E-mail: johnkneller4gpr@btinternet.com

October 19th.
Contacts:
Allan Ashurst. Tel. 0161-865 4242
John Purcell. Tel. 0161-439 1758

Map:
www.eusebos.eu/d4web4s/longford.htm

BIBLE QUESTIONS
Frank Worgan, 11 Stanier Road,
CORBY, NN17 1XP
Tel. 01536-206 848
E-mail: frankworgan@outlook.com

GHANA APPEAL
Please send donations to:
Brother Frank Worgan is happy to
Mrs. Christine Wood
11 Albert Place, Stirling, FK8 2RE receive Bible questions requiring
urgent answers by telephone,
E-mail: ctkwood@hotmail.com
letter or e-mail.
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