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We deeply appreciate the years of service that
brother Robert Marsden, as editor, sister Pat
Moncrieff, as proof reader, brother John Kneller,
as treasurer and distributor, have devoted to the
Scripture Standard. We also realise what
tremendous responsibilities we have to the
brotherhood and before God in taking on this
work.
Sister Rose Payne has kindly agreed to be proof
reader, compositor and treasurer and brother
John Purcell to be distributor.
Initially the Scripture Standard will be issued
quarterly (not monthly). It might be that with
experience we will increase this to bimonthly.
God willing, the Scripture Standard will continue to
be devoted to Bible teaching. We invite brothers
and sisters to submit a range of Bible related
articles of about 300 to not more than 900 words.
We want the magazine to cater for brothers and
sisters of all ages, which will inform, strengthen
and help us to bring others to know Jesus.
We thank all the brothers, sisters and churches
who have contributed and subscribed to the
Scripture Standard in the past. We ask for your
prayers that we might fulfil our role to the glory
of God.
Our love in the Lord
Allan Ashurst
on behalf of the 1
new editorial team.

CONTENTMENT
Derek L. Daniell. Tunbridge Wells
Are you contented? Sometimes, mostly, always? Maybe
you are content when things are going well for you, but
what about when life gets tough or starts going wrong?
The apostle Paul probably endured more than most in his
life as a servant of Jesus Christ. Read his experiences in
2 Cor 11:23-33. However, he wrote this:
“I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.
I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have
plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and
every situation, whether fed or hungry, whether living in
plenty or in want. I can do everything through him who gives
me strength” Phil 4:11-12 (NIV).
Contentment is “the state of mind that allows us to avoid the
anxious concern surrounding the outward circumstances of life”.
Contentment is not an ego that boasts we can accomplish
anything we set our mind to. Neither is it ignoring a problem that demands our attention, or eliminating emotion or
feeling for a loved one in pain or suffering. Contentment is
more than an inner calm in walking away from an obligation or responsibility. We have to learn the secret of contentment.
Contentment does not just happen, but has to be
learned. The apostle Paul had “learned to be content
whatever the circumstances”. Paul could draw upon his
personal experiences when life got tough or unfair. When
he was in prison in Rome he could remember how God had
provided for him on so many other occasions. In Corinth the
Lord told him not to be afraid, “For I am with you, and no one
is going to attack or harm you” Acts 18:19-21. In Jerusalem
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Paul was assured that he would “testify for the Lord in
Rome.” Acts 23:11; 27:21-25. cp. Acts 21:12-14; 26:17.
Likewise our past or present difficult experiences can serve
to teach us contentment when life’s pressures hit us. We
can also ‘learn’ from the experiences of others to be
content in all circumstances of life. Even in prison Paul
could count his blessings that he could still successfully
preach the gospel, even to the palace guard, Phil 1:12-13
cp 4:22 and that other disciples were encouraged by his
example to preach the gospel more courageously, 1:14.
Paul even rejoiced that those who stirred up trouble for him
preached the gospel also, 1:15-18.
Contentment does not depend on what we have or
have not. Paul had “learned the secret of being content in
any and every situation” Phil 4:12. Opinion polls and peer
pressure can make us dissatisfied with the status quo.
Media advertising urges us to update our possessions,
‘keeping up with the Jones’.' In 1 Tim 6:6-10 we are
warned of the danger of putting our hope in wealth, see
v17. Let us not be covetous, but be content with such
things as we have, Heb 13:5.
Contentment comes through serving Christ. Paul
concluded, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens
me”, Phil 4:13. He exhorts us to make our requests to God
rather than being anxious, Phil 4:6-9. We need to learn the
same lesson. Jesus taught his disciples, not to be anxious
about life, but to seek first his kingdom and righteousness,
so that other things could be added to them, Matt 6:25-34.
Contentment then is not so much a destination we
reach, as it is a state of mind we apply in all our circumstances. Our motivation in developing contentment is
3

the confidence that one day there will be eternal perfection, read Rom 8:18-21. Like Paul we need to “learn the
secret of contentment” whether times are good or bad.
__________________________________________________

WHAT IS TRUTH?
Jonathan Ashurst. Byron, GA.
Recently, I was able to view the oldest known surviving
fragment of the New Testament in the world (AD 125), kept
in the John Rylands Library, the small papyrus piece is
publicly displayed in a glass case. As I looked at the Greek
writing, I reflected on how its message has changed the
world. Here is the translation of the passage found on one
side of the fragment:
“Pilate therefore said unto him, Art
thou a king then? Jesus answered,
Thou sayest that I am a king. To
this end was I born, and for this
cause came I into the world, that I
should bear witness unto the truth.
Every one that is of the truth
heareth my voice. Pilate sayeth
unto him, What is truth? And when
he had said this, he went out again
unto the Jews, and saith unto
them, I find no fault in him at all.”
(John 18:37-38)
Even this small fragment tells us the good news—our King
has come! He was born so that he could be a witness to the
truth! Many people wonder whether we can really know
what the truth is. They struggle with the agnostic attitude
4

that Pilate showed. But Jesus said, “Every one that is of the
truth heareth my voice.” Finding the truth is not merely a
logical journey; it involves a change of heart. (Mark 4:1-20)
Pilate did not even wait for an answer, because he had
little interest in Jesus' message. Someone has said, how
ironic that Pilate was standing in the presence of the Truth
himself! As Jesus said in John 14:6, “I am the way, the
truth, and the life...”
Is Jesus King of your life? If not, He's waiting for you with
open arms! (Luke 15:11-24). If He is, you have the wonderful message about the truth to share with the world!
(John 4:34-36)
[ EDITOR - The John Papyrus (P52) was found in Egypt. Its early
date is evidence that John's gospel was widely dispersed from
the site of authorship (Ephesus). So this fragment is at least
one step away the original document which means that the
Gospel of John must have been written a few years earlier.
This discovery killed sceptical assertions that, because of its difference from the 'synoptic gospels, 'The Gospel of John' must
have been written centuries later to allow for fable to arise.]
__________________________________________________

WOMEN, A HELPER OF MEN
V.Sujatha. Stretford, M/c.
Ephesians 5:25 says 'Husbands, love your wives, just as
Christ also loved the church.' Here wives are compared
with the church, so wives are as honoured as the church.
The Woman is the man's compatible helper. (Genesis 2:18).
God made woman from the rib of the man (Genesis 2:21).
Man being alone was 'not good' (Genesis 2:18). So man
without woman is incomplete.
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Women are to be honoured for they bear children. 1 Peter
3:7 says 'Husbands, likewise dwell with them with
understanding, give honour to the wife, as to the weaker vessel,
and as being heirs together of the grace of life.' Yes, it says
women are the weaker vessel so man should provide for
and protect women. As she is equal with him concerning
being heir of grace, she should be honoured. There are
many examples of women of great value like:
Aquila and Priscilla (Acts 18:24-26)
Lydia (Acts 16:14,40)
Lois and Eunice (2Timothy 1:5)
Paul's helpers (Romans 16:1-4,6,13,15)
A woman is not allowed to have authority over a man or to
lead public prayer with a man present (1Timothy 2:8-15;
1Corinthians 14:34,35), however if someone is teaching
error, she can explain to him the way of God more
accurately but not publicly, privately like Priscilla (with
Aquila) did when Apollos was preaching in Ephesus (Acts
18:24-26). Here are a few things that women can do:
Profess godliness with good works (1Timothy 2:9,10)
Teach and train other women (Titus 2:3-5)
Lead others to Christ (1Peter 3:1-6)
Submissive (Ephesians 5:22-24)
Be a helper in Christ Jesus (Roman 16:1-4,6,13,15)
A women should submit and obey her husband because of
the love and not for fear or compulsion. God commanded
wives to submit and obey her husbands as well as
commanding men to love their wives. (Ephesians 5:25-29).
Obedience comes from love (John 14:15). Proverbs 31
verse 10 onwards talks about the virtuous wife and at the
end in verses 30 & 31 it says:
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Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing, but a woman
who fears the Lord, she shall be praised.
What a beautiful verse!
Give her of the fruit of her hands, and let her own works
praise her in the gates.
I think this verse holds a secret to a happy married life.
The secret is appreciation. A little appreciation and
recognition of a wife's work gives her encouragement
and willingness to do more.
__________________________________________________

QUESTIONS
Do elders rule and how should they rule?
(the Greek word rule is hegemai from which we get
hegemony)
Some have said that there is a hierarchy with Christ at the
top followed by elders overseeing the local congregation
thus ruling the flock by authority. I think it is more by
example than authority because Jesus has authority yet he
chose not to grasp it for pre-eminence.
My Suggested Answer
Allan Ashurst
Elders must demonstrate their ability to rule their own
family before they are appointed. Otherwise they might not
be suitable for taking care of the church.
1 Timothy 3:5 (For if a man know not how to rule [proistemi]

his own house, how shall he take care of [epimeleomai] the
church of God?)
7

Elders who rule well should be given double respect.
1 Timothy 5:17 The elders who rule [proistemi] well must be

counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labour
in the word and doctrine.
'Proistemi' has the idea of leading from the front for others
to follow.
Hebrews 13:7 Remember your leaders [hegeomai] who
spoke to you the word of God. Observing the influence of
their manner of life imitate their faith. [direct translation]
Members should observe their guidance because they are
concerned about their spiritual welfare.
Hebrews 13:17 Obey those who have the rule over you
[peithsthe hegoumenois humwn - Trust your leaders] and
submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that
must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with
grief: for that is unprofitable for you.
Note what Paul wrote in the next verse.
Hebrews 13:18 Pray for us: for we trust we have a good
conscience, in all things willing to live honestly.
Elders are not to Lord it over the membership
1 Peter 5:3 not, as it were, domineering it over property, but
by becoming examples to the flock. [direct translation]
Note what Peter wrote in the next verse.
4 And when the chief Shepherd appears you will receive
the unfading crown of glory. [direct translation]
__________________________________________________
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LIGHT AND DARKNESS
Ian S. Davidson. Motherwell
Joel Osteen in one of his books tells of an experiment
researchers did with two rats. I quote: “The researchers wanted
to see how the rats’ attitudes affected their will to live. They put
one rat in a large tub of water with high sides so it could not get
out. Then they put the tub in a dark room. They timed how long
the rat would keep swimming before it gave up. The rat lasted a
little over three minutes. Then the researchers put another rat in
the same tub, but this time they allowed a bright ray of light to
shine into the room. That rat swam more than thirty-six hours,
seven hundred times longer than the rat with no light. “Now, we
cannot ask each rat: ‘Why the difference?’” But I think the answer
is obvious. No light for the first rat meant no hope. Why then
keep on swimming? But the light for the second rat meant hope
of survival, thus the thirty-six hours of unbelievable endeavour.
When we read the Bible we see the there are really only two
kingdoms in this world – the kingdom of darkness and the
kingdom of light. Satan rules over the former; Jesus reigns over
the latter. Everything about the devil is darkness; everything about
Jesus is light. The contrast between light and darkness is an
important one in the scriptures. The good book speaks of physical
light and darkness, spiritual light and darkness and eternal light
and darkness.
PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE

There are so many passages to quote, but let me bring but a
few to your attention. “And God said, Let there be light: and there
was light. And God saw the light that it was good: and God divided
the light from the darkness. And God called the light Day and the
darkness He called Night. And the evening and the morning were the
first day“ (Genesis 1: 3-5). “Woe unto them that call evil good, and
good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put
bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!“ (Isaiah 5:20). “In Him (Jesus)
was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the
9

darkness; and the darkness has not overcome it“ (John 1:4,5).
“...delivering you (Saul, later Paul) from the people, and from the
Gentiles, unto whom now I send you. To open their eyes, and to turn
them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God,
that they may receive forgiveness of sins and inheritance among them
who are sanctified by faith that is in Me“ (Acts 26: 17,18). “But you
are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a purchased
people; that you should show forth the praises of Him who has called
you out of darkness into His marvellous light“ (1 Peter 2: 9). “This
then is the message which I have heard of Him, and declare unto you,
that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all “ (1 John 1: 5). “And
the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine on it: for
the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof“
(Revelation 21: 23).

Christians walk in light (1 John 1:7). But we have to be careful
here. Light can represent a lot of things: knowledge (darkness
represents ignorance); moral purity (darkness represents
impurity); prosperity (darkness represents adversity); happiness
(darkness represents despair). Some commentators are of the
view that the light of which John speaks is love. A careful study
of his first epistle reveals that to walk in light is to walk in love.
For example, “He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is
in darkness even until now“ (1 John 2: 9). We recall the words of
Jesus: “You have heard that it has been said, You shall love your
neighbour and hate your enemy. But I say unto you, Love your
enemies, bless them who curse you, do good to them who hate you,
and pray for them who despitefully use you, and persecute you; that
you may be the children of your Father who is in heaven...“
(Matthew 5: 43-45a).
ETERNAL DARKNESS IN HELL
I once went down a pit in Ayrshire. Brother Willie Black, who
was showing me around, put off all the lights at one point.
I have never experienced darkness like it. I waved my hand in
front of my face, but could see nothing. It was truly quite frightening. I was so glad to have the lights put back on.
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We read: “And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east
and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in
the kingdom of heaven. But the children of the kingdom shall be cast
into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth“
(Matthew 8: 11, 12). “Outer darkness“ means eternal separation
from God. No darkness compares with this. Hell is horrific.
There is not a chink of light there. It has to be avoided at all
costs. It cost Jesus His life to save us from this fearful and
dreadful state.
FINAL THOUGHT

There is an important passage with which to conclude. Paul
wrote: “For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen,
masquerading as apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for Satan himself
masquerades as an angel of light“ (2 Corinthians 11: 13,14, N.I.V.).
Dear reader, let us never be unaware of Satan’s schemes.
(2 Corinthians 2:11).

__________________________________________________

MEETING WITH THE BRETHREN
Ian Grant. Eastwood
In the Lord’s church we are familiar with the fact that while the
word church has come to mean the building in much of the
religious world, in scripture it refers to the people and not to
where they meet. Although we may be in the minority over this
we are guided by scripture and not by what other people
believe. However, in the religious world meeting together for
worship is not generally seen as all that important, and some
brethren seem to have the same view; they appear not to have
grasped the importance scripture places upon meeting together
with the saints.
That the word church means ‘assembly’ (1 Cor. 14:19) points to
the importance of Christians assembling, even though the term
is used in scripture to refer to the people of God, whether
assembled or not (1 Cor. 1:2). A quick perusal of the New
Testament reveals a striking number of passages referring to
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Christians meeting together for a number of purposes including
the meeting for the Lord’s Supper (Acts 2:42-46, 14:27; 1 Cor.
11:33-34, 14:23-26).

While faith is an individual thing, it has a community expression
that involves meeting with other Christians. It should be noted
that meeting with ‘believers’ is not the same as meeting with
brethren.
God is to be glorified in all that we do (1 Cor. 10:31); he is to be
glorified in the church (Eph. 3:21). Of course, this is not limited to
when the church meets but clearly it will include assembling for
the Lord's Supper. God is glorified simply by the existence of
the church, but also as his people praise him. It is all too easy
to approach worship with our focus on things other than the
glory of God. It takes effort and practice to achieve worship that
is in truth and also in spirit. Every missed assembly with the
saints is a missed opportunity to learn and to practice how to
glorify God.
Teaching was a prominent feature in the meetings of the first
century church. Writing to the church in Corinth Paul said that
edification (building up the brethren) was to be the aim of
everything done in worship (1 Cor. 14:26). Reading through this
chapter one can see that edification requires instruction. There
is instruction in the singing where we are to teach one another
(Col. 3:16). Also, one of the benefits of meeting with other
believers is that of hearing the word preached. We can all
benefit even from the poorest of lessons, if we will but make the
effort; teaching is a two way street where the listener has an
essential part to play in the process. At the very least we can all
be blessed by the reading of the scriptures (1 Tim. 4:13-15).
Meeting with other Christians provides accountability. It is an
opportunity for Christians to talk to one another about their lives
and their struggles, and to receive and give encouragement (1
Thess. 5:14). A close friend and mature Christian can be a real
blessing in holding us accountable as we strive to implement
12

change in our lives. At the end of the day, we all need help to
become partakers of the divine nature (2 Pet. 1:3). This is not
something that we take to like a duck to water; it is a challenge
that requires hard work, perseverance and encouragement.
Maintaining a relationship with fellow Christians by meeting with
them every first day of the week (and more often when there is
the opportunity) is an essential part of the Christian’s life.
Worship is not an option if time allows or if there is no other
more attractive alternative; it is required of Christians (John 4:2324; Heb. 10:19-25) and for good reasons.
When we fail to meet on each Lord’s Day we deprive ourselves
of the opportunity to praise God and to be edified, and also to
help and encourage other fellow Christians who need our
assistance. When the church was first established, meeting with
the brethren featured strongly in the lives of those early
Christians. May it also be a feature of our lives today.
__________________________________________________

BOOK REVIEW

Allan Ashurst

UNWRAPPING THE PHARAOHS
BIBLICAL & EGYPTION TIMELINE
John Ashton & David Down
In this book we learn about enormous discrepancies between
Biblical, ancient Greek, Assyrian and Hittite time-lines and the
traditional Egyptian time-line of up to six hundred years in
places. This is due to failure to recognise that sometimes there
were several Pharaohs ruling at the same time. When the traditional time-line is reduced to take this into account, it amazingly
harmonises with Biblical events. Here are some examples:

ABRAHAM VISITS EGYPT
Josephus tells us that Abraham taught the Egyptians the
science of Astronomy and Mathematics. This would
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account for the similarity of early stepped pyramids to
those in Mesopotamian and the amazing accuracy of
the layout of the Khufu's (Cheop's) true pyramid. It is
exactly square in plan and the corners point directly
north, south, east and west. The revised time-line places
the building of this pyramid in the 19c. B.C.
JOSEPH IN EGYPT
According to his statues, Pharaoh Sesostris I (revised time
1673 BC) was an agreeable looking person. During the
12th dynasty the canal from the Nile to the Faiyyum Oasis
was constructed, a man named Mentuhotep was made the
duplicate ('alter ego') of the king (cp. Genesis 41:43) and a
provincial governor stored food to prepare for famine. This
was the time when Joseph was put in charge of the
storage of crops. This canal is still called Joseph's canal
and supports a population of 2,000,000 people.
SEMITIC SLAVES IN EGYPT
Sesostris III (1572 BC) statues depict him as a very
disagreeable person. He had the reputation of being a
tyrant. During his reign there were numerous Asiatic
(Semitic) slaves. It was the time when a Pharaoh arose
who 'knew not Joseph.'
MOSES
Sesostris III was succeeded by Amenemhet III (1531 BC).
During his reign pyramids were built with sun-dried mud
bricks mixed with straw. He had two daughters but no
sons. Evidently his infertile daughter, princess
Sobekneferu, went to the river to worship the fertility god,
Hapy, where she found and adopted Moses and it was her
father who had instructed all males to be killed at birth.
THE EXODUS
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Excavations at Kahun reveal that during the reign of
Neferhotep I (1572 BC) numerous Semitic slaves
suddenly deserted their homes and shops 'en masse,'
abandoning tools and other possessions. This was the
time of the Exodus. Wooden boxes containing baby
skeletons were uncovered under house floors. Probably
babies snatched from their parents and killed during the
reign of Amenemhet III.
Neferhotep's mummy has never been found. He and his
army were no doubt at the bottom of the Red sea. This
could account for why the Hyksos were able to swarm in
and take control of Egypt with little resistance.
MONOTHEISM (Belief in one god)
Sceptics claim that the Jews learned monotheism from
Pharaoh Akhenaten. If there was any copying of ideas
the revised dates show that it would have to have been
the other way round. Abraham went to Egypt in 1921
BC, which was more than over 1,000 years before
Akhenaten became Pharaoh (824 BC). In fact it is even
5 centuries before the traditional date for when he
succeeded to the throne (1353BC).
So if the time-line is corrected there is absolutely no conflict
with Scripture. Many other important facts are revealed in this
well written and suitably illustrated book.
ISBN-13:978-0-89051-468-9, ISBN-10-0-89051-468-9
Master Books Inc., PO. Box 726, Green Forest, AR 72638, USA
www.masterbooks.net

__________________________________________________
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ISOBEL IRENE WORGAN
1925-2010

Sister Isobel Worgan
1925-2010
How can anyone sum up a lifetime of service in a
matter of a few lines? But that is what I am asked to do
in relation to Sister Isobel Worgan. I feel inadequate,
but will try to meet the request.
Isobel Irene Slater was born on the 24th January, 1925,
in Portknockie near Buckie, Scotland. She was the
youngest of 12 children, 7 girls and 5 boys. She
attended the local school, and on leaving school began
a career in the banking world, where she achieved the
position as head teller. She enjoyed outdoor sports,
and excelled at tennis.
She met the man who was to be her husband in 1941
when Brother Frank Worgan went to Portknockie as a
young evangelist and the first person to be baptised
into Christ was Isobel.
They were married in 1944 (February 5th) and Brother
Albert Winstanley was their best man, with Sister Ruth
Coles (Isobel’s sister) as bridesmaid. Brother Walter
Crosthwaite performed the marriage ceremony. From
then on, Isobel’s life was spent in serving in the
Kingdom and aiding and encouraging Brother Frank in
his ministry.
Their marriage was blessed with three children. Peter,
born in Prestonpans, Scotland, Susan born in Hindley,
Lancs., and Stephen, born in Haarlem, Holland, which
reveals somewhat of their ministry in various places.

Whilst we almost always recognise the work of
Evangelists in the Church, so often we fail to appreciate
the role of their wives who support them in their
ministry. Isobel was a source of strength alongside
Frank. Her home was a place of refuge, and many can
recall their brief or longer stay in their home. Her
culinary skills and kind words were always for the
benefit of her guests.

Her life revolved around the Christ and His Kingdom.
She truly followed the admonition to “Seek first the
Kingdom of God” and she was involved wherever she
lived, in the teaching of children and ladies’ classes.
Many can testify (the writer included) to her kind words
and loving criticism when it was needful.

She had an inner beauty that was evident in all that she
did, and an inner strength that carried her through
difficult times, which only those close to her were aware
of.
Isobel passed from this life on February 17th after a
number of years of physical and mental problems. The
family had been exemplary in their care and devotion
and Frank especially had been a pillar of strength, with
his loving care and untiring devotion.
It speaks
volumes to say that she was at home until just a few
days prior to her death.
Her funeral service was held at the Corby Church
building, where many whose lives had been touched by
this gracious lady, gathered to pay their last respects.
Brother Michael Gaunt (the writer) was privileged to
speak at the service, which was followed by a short
service at the Kettering Crematorium.
The highest commendation given then and now is, that
Isobel brought to reality the godly woman of Proverbs
31, and we thank God for Christian womanhood, seen
at its best in her life.
We commend Frank and her family to the God of all
comfort, and look forward to that day when there will be
no more goodbyes.
Truly a mother in Israel has gone to her reward.
Michael Gaunt
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THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST GREET YOU
(Romans 16:16)
When Paul wrote his letter to the Christians in
Rome, he said 'the churches of Christ greet
you'. What are churches of Christ?
His church
The Lord Jesus said that He would build His
church (Matthew 16:18). He started after He
rose from the dead. When Peter told heartsmitten believers to repent and be baptised for
their sins to be forgiven, over three thousand
people were baptised. The Lord Jesus added
these to His church (Acts 2:38-41).
Every day the Lord was adding to the church
those who were being saved. (Acts 2:47)
The churches of Christ
On the first day of every week they met in
groups, to remember in a simple ceremony
called ‘the breaking of the bread' that Jesus
died for them (Acts 2:42, 20:6-7).
The Lord Jesus is still building His church. He
adds to it all believers who repent and are
baptised in water for their sins to be forgiven.
Every first day of the week, groups of them still
gather together for the simple ceremony called
‘the breaking of the bread' These groups are
what the Bible calls ‘churches of Christ.'
Our greetings to churches of Christ.

CHINA
(Part 1)
Ian S. Davidson, Motherwell

China is some country. It is 3,696,100 square miles in size
and has a population of 1, 324,681,000. That’s a lot of people!
The country has many cities housing millions. Cities like
Harbin, Dalian, Hangzhou, Kunming and Guangzhou
( 8,829,000 ). Can you honestly say you have heard of any of
them?
China is now coming to the fore, but has still a bit to go to
match, economically, the United States of America. But it’s
on its way and is moving fast. China has an annual GDP
growth of around 10% and a massive trade surplus. For
example, China has now foreign-exchange reserves double
that of Japan, which is in second place on the chart. Up to
$1 trillion of China’s foreign reserves are held in U.S.
treasury bills. What would happen to the United States if
China decided to sell all these tomorrow?
China’s government takes the form of a single-party
people’s republic with one legislative house. In other words,
China is a communist state. The spread of Marxism to the
Soviet Union, China and elsewhere has always rather
mystified me. But it’s a fact, and I, therefore, have to accept
it. Personally, I’m glad I live in a democratic country and not
a communist one.
China today is, I believe, a world empire. Niall Ferguson has
written: "...the People’s Republic of China, remains in many
respects an empire to this day. Its three most extensive
provinces - Inner Mongolia, Xinjiang, and Tibet - were all
acquired as a result of Chinese imperial expansion, and
China continues to lay claim to Taiwan as well as numerous
smaller islands, to say nothing of some territories in Russian
Siberia and Kazakhstan."
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Before I move on, permit me to enlighten you with another
statistic. In June 2009, the number of Internet users in China
reached 253 million, which meant that China had overtaken the
U.S. as the world’s largest population of online users. The big
question is: What interests the Chinese on the Internet?
Here are the China Religious Affiliation statistics for 2005:
Non-religious 39.2%; Chinese folk-religionist 28.7%;
Christian 10%, of which unregistered Protestant 7.7%,
registered Protestant 1.2%; Buddhist 8.4%; atheist 7.8%;
traditional beliefs 4.4%; Muslim1.5%. I am cheered by the
fact that in China today there are more Christians than
atheists. "Christian 10%" is not an insignificant figure given
the 1.3 billion of a population.
Think of the dramatic impact on the world if China was won
for Christ. Think of the dramatic impact this would have on
Chinese society. Someone once said that the true measure
of a country is in its religion, just as the true measure of a
church is in its mid-week Bible Study Meeting. I think I agree
with both of these measures.
The apostle Paul said to the Athenians: "And [God] has
made of one blood all nations of men to dwell on all the face
of the earth, and has determined the times before appointed
and the bounds of their habitation; that they should seek the
Lord, if haply they might feel after Him and find Him, though
He be not far from every one of us." (Acts 17:26, 27).Yes, God
is interested in the Chinese people because He made them.
Indeed, God is interested in all the nations of the world
because He made them all. The gospel is for all whether
yellow or red or black or white or whatever. No nation is
excluded from the gospel of Christ. No nation
To be continued
________________________________________________
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HOW WELL DO YOU LISTEN?
John S. Purcell, Stretford
How often when you sit there does your mind wander when
someone is speaking? You aren’t really listening.
When Jesus was talking about John the Baptist in Matthew
11 in verse 15 he says, “He who has ears let him hear.”
The same thing is repeated in Matthew 13 verse 9 regarding
the parable of the sower, and again in verse 43 with respect
to the parable of the tares. A similar statement is made in the
book of the Revelation in the letters to the seven churches:
“He who has an ear, let him hear what the spirit says to
the churches.”
This statement is made to signify the importance of what
was being said – like saying “listen to this, this is important.”
I don’t think that when Jesus was speaking that the way
people listened was any different to those listening to the
gospel today.
They don’t listen or they don’t listen to absorb what is being
said - to understand.
Many people today do not appreciate the importance of
listening well. There are three main types of listener:
1) The dull of hearing – I don’t mean people like myself
whose hearing is gradually disappearing but those who
listen with a dull heart.
If we look at Hebrews 5 verse 11:
“We have much to say about this, but it is hard to explain
because you are slow to learn. In fact though by this time
you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach
you the elementary truths of God’s word all over again.”
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The problem was not with the material or message they
were told nor was it with the presentation but was with the
listener. Their heart was not right.
In Matthew 13 verses 13-15 it says:
“This is why I speak to them in parables: For this peoples
heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their
ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they may
see with their eyes and hear with their ears, understand
with their hearts and turn and I would heal them.”
2) The second type of listener is those with itchy ears. In 2nd
Timothy 4 verses 3 & 4, “For the time will come when men
will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their
own desires, they will gather around them a great number
of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.
They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn
aside to myths.”
We have all come across this type of person. They only
hear what they want to hear.
3) The third type is those with a noble and good heart.
When Jesus was explaining the parable of the sower we
read in Luke 8 verse 15, "But the seed on good soil
stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear
the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.”
The Bereans were another example of this for in Acts 17
verse 11: “Now the Bereans were of more noble character
than the Thessalonians, for they received the message
with great eagerness and examined the scriptures daily to
see if what Paul said was true.”
It is important to be a good listener. It is essential for the
Christian. We have the opportunity to learn more of the
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wonderful blessings available in Jesus. We can learn of
things that the great men of old such as David, Daniel,
Solomon, etc. didn’t have the opportunity to learn.
When someone has prepared a lesson or talk it is our duty
and responsibility to listen to him. He is speaking from the
scriptures and we can all learn something. How often have
you heard someone speak on a portion of scripture with
which you are very familiar and he has looked at it in a very
different way from you?
For those who do speak it is incumbent upon them to learn
how to do it. We have all suffered on many occasions from
an exhortation from a speaker who bored us silly, whose
presentation was abysmal. Nevertheless we still have to
listen attentively.
We learn by hearing the word of God preached to us.
We have to study what we have learned to gain a deeper
knowledge. It requires us, as the opportunity is presented to
us, to preach to others to tell them of Jesus.
What kind of listener are you? Do you always listen with a
noble and good heart or do you let yourself drift sometimes.
When I started looking at this I had to look at myself and
admit that I sometimes drift and that I am intolerant of longwinded speakers.
Listening like most things is learnt. It takes practice to listen
properly.
One hint that I read was to keep your eyes on the speaker.
It helps with concentration. If your eyes wander it is easy for
your mind to wander.
Look at the passages of scripture being quoted, if you can,
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to see if they are being taken out of context. (One of many
preaching failings).
Let’s all try to listen with a noble and good heart.
________________________________________________
SEEKING GOD
Steven Cain
Amherst church of Christ in OH, USA
Seeking God is the wisest and most rewarding endeavour
one can engage in. The Psalmist says that to deny that
there is a God is “Foolish” Psalms.14:1. The Hebrew writer
tells us that God is the rewarder of them that diligently seek
Him, Hebrews 11:6. The Apostle Paul writes in his letter to
the Romans that God has made it impossible for us to not
know that He exists.
For us to not know God requires the intervention of man who
intentionally misdirects us and interferes with our searching,
Romans 1:18-23. Paul dealing with the Athenians on Mars
Hill, in Acts 17, tells them that even with all of the existing
religious confusion and sects that were within their
community, they could, with just a little effort, find and know
God for he was not far from them. Acts 17:26-28. We have
the same conditions existing in our communities today. With
just applying ourselves we too can ferret out the true, one
and only living God and the worship and life that He ordains
for us today.
We can know God. We can know how to worship Him. We
can know how to direct our lives in a manner pleasing to
Him. God did not create the world and then sit back to have
us grope about trying to figure out what we had to do to be
pleasing to Him. Paul made that point very clear to the
Athenians, Acts 17.
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The Bible tells us the reason for all of the religious chaos
existing in the world is because of man's refusal to honour
Him as God and reject Him.
Paul tells us that God’s wrath is being reserved for those
who continue in this course of action. It was true in Noah’s
day. It will be true in the day of judgement.
________________________________________________
SIGNIFICANT WORDS
Allan Ashurst, Stretford
“HAS MADE” (Acts 2:36)
When we talk about "Queen Elizabeth" we think of her role
and personality but when we say "The Queen" we are using
her title to signify her authority. The Bible requires us to
respect her authority (Romans 13:1, 1 Peter 2:13,17).
The Jewish elite despised King Jesus' authority. The highest
court in the country, the Sanhedrin, declared Him worthy of
death. However two members of that Sanhedrin, Joseph of
Aramathaea and Nicodemus, were secret disciples of Jesus.
Nicodemus no doubt recollected that, three years earlier, he
met Jesus secretly and said to Him 'we know that you are a
teacher come from God, for no man can do these miracles
that you do, unless God is with him' (John 3:2).
The religious elite went to great lengths in avoiding
ceremonial contamination. Tombs were painted white to
make them conspicuous, so that they would not accidentally
come into contact with them. Jesus' death moved them with
such deep compassion that they pleaded with Pilate to be
allowed to remove the body from the cross and bury it, even
though being in contact with a dead body would have made
them ceremonially unclean.
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Joseph and Nicodemus lovingly prepared his body, wrapped
it in linen and laid it in the tomb. Was this a sad farewell to
their beloved Rabbi? When they rolled the stone across the
entrance was this the seal of finality?
Three days later
the women went to
the tomb.
They did not
expect to find the
stone rolled away
and the tomb
empty!
Shock and horror!
What had
happened to their
Lord?
Too often I have read familiar passages and not appreciated
significant words. For example, the words 'has made' in Acts
2:36. Seven weeks after Jesus burial Peter was addressing
a large crowd in the temple precinct. He declared to them
that God had made the same Jesus that they had executed
'both Lord and Christ.' (Acts 2:32-36). He was risen and was
even then already enthroned in heaven. Jesus reigns as
Lord of Lords and King of Kings, He is the supreme authority
in heaven and on earth - superior to all authorities. Such is
His role. (Revelation 17:14, Matthew 28:18).
'WELCOME” (Gk. Aspazomai - to greet, to welcome.)
Another example is the second occurrence of the word
'welcome' in Roman 16:16:
“Welcome each other with a sacred kiss. The churches of
the Christ welcome you.”
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It is evident from Paul's letter to the Romans that no apostle
had preached the Gospel in Rome (Compare Romans 1:11
with Acts 8:18). Even so there was already a church of Christ
meeting in Priscilla and Aquila’s house (Romans 16:3-5).
Priscilla and Aquila had been companions of Paul in Corinth
(Acts 18:1-3,18-19, 24-26) and had since returned to Rome.
They were evidently keen gospel preachers (Acts 18:24-26)
So they might have been instrumental in starting the church
in Rome. However it had not been started by an apostle.
Even though the church in Rome had not been started by an
apostle that congregation belonged to Christ. It was His
precious possession. When Paul wrote “the churches of
Christ welcome you,” he was assuring them that those
called 'the churches of Christ' recognised and welcomed
them as a church of Christ.
Assemblies of the Christ - wherever you are - you are the
treasured possessions of the King of Kings. You belong to Him
whose authority is superior to that of all authorities both on
earth and in heaven. His authority demands everyone's respect.
________________________________________________

TAKE HEED …. PART 1 ….. TO THYSELF
James Neil, Skelmersdale.
The Words "take head" are used many times in scripture
both in the Old and New Testaments and each time it is
used, it is followed by a warning.
Very often this warning is in regard to the need to examine
ourselves before we turn our attention to other people and of
course we could argue that one of the best known directives
found in the whole of scripture is recorded in Matthew 7:3-5.
where we find Jesus condemning the attitude of picking up on
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the faults of others and being totally oblivious to our own faults
which are as great or greater than those we are critical of.
Again, 1st Corinthians 10:12 warns us of the same thing.
“Therefore, let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he
falls” and how important it is that we all do indeed “take
heed” of these words.
O how easy it is to be critical of others and to set ourselves
up as a shining example of what a Christian should be and
so often in an unkind and un-Christ like manner, forgetting
every warning we read in scripture that this in itself is as
great a sin as the sin we are so eager to comment on which
we see, or think we see in others, forgetting what we might
call “the first rule of criticism”….. “First remove the beam in
your own eye.”
Self-criticism, like any self-assessment is never easy, we
see ourselves only through our own eyes and usually are
biased in what we see. A good example of this is found in
Luke 18:9-14. Here we are told of two men praying to God:
one extols what he sees as his own virtues and thanks God
that he is so much more righteous than the other man whilst
the other man recognises his sins and prays for forgiveness.
We know who went home with God’s Blessing!
There is nothing that gets in the way of self-assessment as
much as self-righteousness!
This call to “Take heed to yourselves” is given to us all, and
an important part of its purpose is to make us see that it is
meant for us all, every single one of us, you as well as me
and it is quite possible that it is the “ME” that we find hardest
to take on board.
Paul is recorded in Acts 20:28 as giving this charge to the
elders, “Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock” again
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we see the criteria set to look inward before looking outward.
May it be that we all have the courage, commitment and
faith to take heed of the word of God and to apply it to
ourselves before we even attempt to tell others how they
should apply it to themselves.
To be continued
________________________________________________

TO EVERYONE WHO BELIEVES IN JESUS
V. Sujatha, Stretford
ONE GOD - ONE BIBLE
Why are there so many churches? We have so many
churches across the world. All different from one another in
some way, all known to be religious bodies.

We need to spread God’s word and bring people close to
God so that they may be saved. But what about our fellow
'Christian' brothers in the dark?
In John 17, Jesus prayed for the unity of all believers. Out of
all these so-called religious bodies which do you think is
right? Every church will say their church is the right one.
Jesus said that he would build his church (Matthew 16:18).
Is your church of God or man-made? For you all to say that
your church is the church of God cannot be true. In
Ephesians 5:23 Christ compared husband/wife relationship
to Christ and the church. “The husband is head of the wife,
as also Christ is the head of the church”. One wife for a
husband, therefore one church of Christ. So again I ask you
is your church God’s church or man-made?
In all churches there will be ‘fathers’, or pastors or elders.
When we go to church, do we blindly listen to whatever they
say? They are all human like you and me. They can make
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mistakes. The Bible says that the Bereans were more noble
than the Thessalonians because they received the word with
all readiness, and searched the scriptures daily to find out
whether what they had been taught was correct (Acts
17:11). Are we doing that? For once instead of listening to
what people say, read for yourself from God’s word, the
Bible. Man can be wrong, God’s word cannot. This way you
can also help your fellow man to understand God’s word
better. Don’t tell them that they are teaching wrong but
advise them, showing them from the Bible what is more
accurate (Acts 18:24-26). Be ready always to give an
answer (1Peter 3:15). Like the Lord said to Paul:
“Do not be afraid, but speak, and do not keep silent
for I am with you” (Acts 18:9,10).
To those who still didn’t listen and were too blind to see the
truth, the Lord said:
“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in
heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have
we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your
name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ And then I
will declare to them, ‘I never knew you: depart from Me, you
who practice lawlessness!’” (Matthew 7:21-23).
________________________________________________
THE COVENANTS AND PROMISES OF GOD - 1
Derek L. Daniell - Tunbridge Wells
God had created the heavens and the earth and placed man
in a paradise home, knowing that man would sin and could
only be reconciled to Him by the death of His Son on the
cross. In speaking to the serpent (Satan) who had lied to
and deceived Eve, the Lord God said:
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“Because you have done this, cursed are you above all
livestock and above all beasts of the field: on your belly
you shall go and dust you shall eat all the days of your
life. I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring; he
shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his
heel” Genesis 3:14-15.
This, was the first great promise that God made to man,
pointing them to His Son who would be:
“wounded for our transgressions, [and] crushed for
our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that
brought us peace and with his stripes we are healed,”
Isaiah 53:5-6. ESV.
“For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in
Christ shall all be made alive” 1 Corinthians 15:21-22.
God’s Covenant Promise to Noah
Throughout the period to Noah God spoke to the fathers in
many ways through men like Enoch who walked with God
and is spoken of as a prophet who warned the ungodly of
God’s coming judgement upon them, see Jude 14-16. As
the wickedness of man became great and the thoughts and
intention of his heart was only evil God decided to blot man
from the face of the earth. However, Noah, a righteous man,
Ezekiel 14:14 found favour in the eyes of the Lord because
like Enoch his great grand father he walked with God,
Genesis 6:5-10. God made a covenant promise with Noah that
if he built an ark according to His commands, he and his family
would be saved. Faced with this great challenge of faith, Noah,
while preaching a message of salvation to an exceedingly
wicked people, 2 Peter 2:5 worked to build the ark and save his
family, Genesis 6:13-22. His sons were born to him during this
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period of 120 years, see Genesis 6:3; 10:21; 11:10.

“Thus Noah did according to all that God had commanded him”
God then established another covenant promise with Noah
that He would never again destroy every living thing as He
had done.
“While the earth remains, seed time and
harvest, cold and heat, summer and
winter, day and night shall not cease”.
The sign of this covenant is with us today
so that “when the bow is in the sky
[God] will remember the everlasting
covenant” that he made.
Genesis 8:20-22; 9:8-17.
The challenge to our faith is to build our house upon a rock
so that when the storms of life come it will not fall, Matthew
7:21-27. Our faith has to be an obedient faith. Like Noah we
must do all that God has commanded us to do, so
“corresponding to that, baptism now saves [us] … through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 1 Peter 3:21.
Abram is the next great man of faith with whom God made a
covenant, with promises that are fulfilled in Jesus Christ, but
were planned “before the foundation of the world,”
cp. Eph 1:3-5
Though God was only then beginning to reveal His plan for
the redemption of mankind, Abraham looked beyond his
earthly life to “the city which has foundations, whose architect
and builder is God” Hebrews 11:10.
To be continued
________________________________________________
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Map:
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IS FAITH REASONABLE ?
(1 Peter 3:15)
Has God given us enough reason to trust Him?
'Always be ready to give an answer
to everyone who asks you a reason
[for] the hope that is in you'
True faith is not irrational gullibility. It is
substantial. It is based on credible evidence.
'...faith is the substance of things hoped for,
the evidence of things not seen' Hebrews 11:1,3
YES! IN THE FACT OF JESUS’ DEATH
Our faith is based on sound historical evidence
that Jesus Christ was executed by the
Romans, His body placed in a tomb.
IN THE FACT OF JESUS’ RESURRECTION
Several women watched where He was buried.
The tomb was sealed and securely guarded.
Yet three days later those women found the
tomb - empty! He had risen from death!
THE RESURRECTION PROVES JESUS
His resurrection vindicates all His claims
(Romans 1:4). So we can trust Him - totally.
HIS GUARANTEES ARE SURE
He guarantees the reliability of all the ‘Old
Testament’ (John 10:35). He guarantees all His
apostles’ teaching (John 16:31, Luke 10:16). He is
the guarantee that God cares. (Romans 8:39).
BE READY TO GIVE AN ANSWER - ALWAYS!

John 8:51
Frank Worgan

I must accept that my age has something to do with it, but
it is a fact that I have become aware that the number of
my contemporaries has become much smaller. During the
last few years I have frequently received news of the
passing of someone with whom I grew up, or whom I
regarded as a dear friend or co-worker in the Gospel,
and, as many of you know, this has, for me, come closer
to home because I have this year had to cope with the
passing of Isobel, my dear wife and fellow-labourer for 66
years, and it has been an extremely painful experience.
But whilst the ache still remains, I am thankful that today I
am able to say that I now see something which I never
really saw before.
I have read again the Lord’s own promise found in
John.8:51 – a promise that is so clear and unequivocal
that we are tempted to suspect that it means something
different from what it plainly says!
“Verily, verily I tell you, whoever keeps my word will
never see death”. (R.S.V.)
`Will you think what that brief statement means? I assure
you that if you really understand what the Lord is saying,
you will never again be afraid of Death. In fact, you will
know what Paul means when, in that wonderful chapter,
1st Corinthians 15, at verse 51, he exclaims triumphantly,
“O Death! where is thy sting?”

The solemn assurance
Take the first two words, “Verily, verily”. Pay attention
whenever you encounter them in the scriptures, because
they prepare you to receive something of immense
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importance. What follows them is never a cheap throw-away
statement, but something to be grasped and treasured.
“Truly, truly I tell you……” Jesus says.
Putting it another way, He says,
“I give you my solemn promise”.

The Promise
Listen to this!
“Whoever keeps my word will never see death”.
Just what does it mean? Well! Let us understand, first,
that Jesus is not saying that whoever believes in Him will
never die, because physical death is a reality – a fact –
which we encounter whenever we watch the TV. News, or
open a daily newspaper. I know that religious history
records the statements of strange people like Mrs Mary
Baker Glover Eddy, founder of the so-called “Christian
Science” organisation, who incredibly and illogically,
denied the existence of death, describing it as ‘an error of
mortal mind’.
You and I know that death is real, and that, for vast
numbers of our fellow-men, its consequences are very
real and often quite overwhelming.
No! Jesus does not deny that the believer dies. What He
says is that the believer will not ‘see’ death; and it is the
meaning of the word ‘see’, in this statement, which
explains what He promised.

‘See’
In the Greek language there are about 20 different words
which mean ‘to see’, and which relate to ‘seeing’ in one
way or another.
3

The one which Jesus uses in His statement in John 8:5i,
is the word ‘theoreo’, which, according to Thayer’s Greek
Lexicon, describes someone who ‘looks at a thing with
interest and for a purpose’
But notice this! The Lord says that the believer will not ’see’
death! He will not look on death as being of any importance!
He will not be like the unbeliever who has no hope in death,
and who, therefore, looks on death as a fearful thing.
Death means little to the Christian, because he has the
assurance of the Lord Himself that it is merely the door
which opens to bring him into the presence of Christ.
This is why Paul could cry “O Death, where is thy sting”,
and why he could tell the Philippians that he had a desire to
“depart and be with Christ, which is far better” (Phil.1; 23).
And to the Christians at Corinth he wrote that he was
‘willing rather to be absent from the body and to be
present (at home) with the Lord”. (2nd Cor. 5:8)
This is what I have long believed and preached. But
having come to the subject from a different angle and
having obtained a more personal acquaintance with it, I
see more clearly than ever before, that we have no cause
to grieve when our loved-ones pass through that Door,
nor reason to fear when our own time comes. Our Lord
has assured us that death is but a moment’s passage
through an experience which we may never fully
understand, which brings us into His dear Presence.
______________________________________________
CHINA (Part 2 of 2)
Ian S. Davidson, Motherwell
I remember the 1960’s all too well. One of the things I
recall is people waving little red books at huge gatherings.
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The gatherings were not exclusive to China. Many a
students’ rally in the West also featured the book. As I
write this article, I have this very book in front of me. It
was published by the "Foreign Languages Press, Peking,
1966" and is entitled: "Quotations from Chairman Mao
Tse-Tung." Mao still has a big influence in China. (I smile
as I write this because I recall an incident in the life of my
friend and brother, W. Carl Ketcherside of St. Louis,
Missouri, U.S.A. He was preaching at some university in
America and the Maoist students were protesting, as
usual, by waving their little red books. Carl urged the
Christian students to get out and wave their little black
books in response. So that day it was the "Sayings of
Jesus" against the "Sayings of Mao." In the end, of
course, there was no contest.)
Mao, for example, said: "The only way to settle questions
of an ideological nature or controversial issues among the
people is by democratic method, the method of
discussion, of criticism, of persuasion and education, and
not by the method of coercion or repression." By the way,
try getting a serious political or religious discussion going
today in T’ien An Men Square, Beijing and see what
happens to you. Mao also said: "The Communist Party
does not fear criticism because we are Marxists, the truth
is on our side, and the basic masses, the workers and
peasants, are on our side." Gene Edward Veith has
written: "Marx reduced the human condition to issues of
class struggle and economic exploitation. In doing so, he
worked out a quasi-scientific alternative that would
supposedly bring on an earthly paradise. Under
communism there would be no more exploitation. Under
socialism individuals would find meaning by losing
themselves in a larger group." In the Soviet Union
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Marxism ended in oppression and brutality. When peopled
uncovered the lies they demanded freedom.
Truth lies in Christ Jesus. In fact, He is ”the Way, the
Truth and the Life" (John 14:6). If we are on the side of
Jesus then we are on the side of Truth. Mao is dead. Marx
is dead. But Jesus is alive. He is a Living Lord. He is the
one in whom we must put our faith, trust and hope. Jesus
brings salvation because the world needs to be reconciled
to God. Every country needs Jesus from Afghanistan to
Zimbabwe and that, of course, includes China (1.3 billion
people) and Tuvalu, Pacific Ocean (9,700 souls).
China used to be "another world away." But it’s a lot
closer now. Indeed, it’s now part of the so-called "global
village." I have a number of friends who have visited
China and I have met not a few Chinese tourists in my
travels around Europe. Two of them climbed the Leaning
Tower of Pisa with me. They spoke excellent English, (far
better than my Chinese!)
Our prayer should be that everyone in China and everyone
in the whole world hears the gospel of Jesus. All need the
gospel because "all have sinned and come short of the glory
of God" (Romans 3:23). The gospel is "the power of God
unto salvation to everyone that believes; to the Jew first, and
also to the Greek [Gentile]" (Romans 1:16). China is
increasing in material wealth, but is it increasing in spiritual
wealth? Marxism is no way forward. Marxism leads people
astray. Jesus leads people onward and upward to heaven.
Personally, I’ll probably never visit Beijing’s T’ien T’an
( Temple of Heaven ), but I hope to visit heaven itself one
day and stay there forever. John says of the New Jerusalem:
"And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and
the Lamb are the temple of it" (Revelation 21: 22).
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William Hendriksen has written: "No longer need the
inhabitants to go to the Tabernacle or the Temple,
somewhere in the camp or in the city, in order to have
fellowship with God. The radiance of God’s majesty and
glory, in all its fullness, fills the entire city. It is not limited
to any particular place in the city. It manifests itself
everywhere. No sanctuary is needed, for the fellowship of
believers with their God is direct and immediate. God
tabernacles with His people; they are constantly in His
immediate and loving and abiding presence."
So it’s not Beijing, but Heaven here I come!
______________________________________________
TAKE HEED …. PART 2 ….. HOW YOU HEAR
James Neil, Skelmersdale.
(Luke 8:18)
At first reading, this can appear to be a strange statement
for Jesus to make.
It is however an exhortation for us to do literally as it says,
that is to pay attention to how we listen.
We may believe that we are pretty good at taking in what
people say to us…. But are we really? Sometimes we may
be only “Half listening” and how often do parents use the
words “are you listening to me” when speaking to a child ?
When Jesus uses the words “Take heed how you listen”
notice that he does not say “take heed what you hear”…
he is not just telling us to listen to what we are being told,
but to take in all aspects of what we are being told
including “How” we listen.
The Apostle Paul in his first letter to the Thessalonian
church 5:21 tells them to test all things and to hold fast to
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that which is good, how do we know what is good?
only by what we test it against.
If we are looking to purchase something, especially if it is
going to cost quite a few pounds we want to know how
good that something is, so, what do we do? We compare
it to something which has been proved to be good. We
would never dream of comparing it to an inferior item and
saying “it is an improvement on that, so it will suffice” No!
we want the best, we need to be able to have 100%
confidence built on the most stringent criteria. “It will do” is
simply not good enough and we often go to great lengths
to ensure that we are getting the best available to us.
Do we put as much importance on the Word of God? Or
do we accept anything and everything which we hear? Do
we take Paul’s advice and “Test all things”?
Let us not forget that a bad apple is a bad apple whoever
gives it to us and no matter how prettily or cleverly it may
be wrapped up.
It seems to be, that many times people will be more
influenced by WHO says it than what is being said and it is
easy to slip into a frame of mind which allows us to accept
teaching because of or respect for the person, or the
reputation of the person, who is doing the teaching.
When Jesus warns to “Take heed HOW you hear” it was
to put us on our guard against blindly accepting teaching
based on man’s tradition or opinion or which is blatantly a
fabrication of lies and the more self-confident we become
that we would never fall for these things then the more
likely we are to do just that and open the door to satan.
Look at Paul’s 2nd letter to the Corinthians ch11 vs 12-14
“What I do, I will continue to do, that I may cut off the
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opportunity from those who desire an opportunity to be
regarded just as we are in the things of which they boast."
For such are false prophets, deceitful workers,
transforming themselves into apostles of Christ.
And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself
into an angel of light.
May it be that we all take the advice given to Timothy by Paul:
“Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a
worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15)
______________________________________________
SEEK THE TRUE GOD
V. Sujatha, Stretford
Man is the only intelligent being who was created, amongst
all other living beings. God let man rule over all other living
beings (Genesis 2:19,20). We can judge what is right and
what is not. We are the only being, who can speak and
express our thoughts. We are the only being, who can
smile when we are happy. We are the most high living
being on earth yet so unworthy in front of God. Intelligent
beings for the worldly things yet so foolish in seeking God.
We seek God in wrong places. There are people in the
world claiming to having seen God, heard God and also
who claim to be God. If all men have sinned and are
unworthy then how are these people any different?
Ephesians 5:6 says let no men deceive you with vain
words. Man has always been greedy for the things around
him. The most important thing he feels is to have money
and power. As humans we have always believed that
there is a power higher than all of us, to whom we bend
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when we are in need, known as God, but the majority of
people do not know whom they seek. They try to find God
in wrong places, sometimes in living things and
sometimes in non-living things. Also there are men who
are intelligent enough to make the lost ‘religious’ people
foolish by removing the difference between God and
themselves, by claiming to be God. This is the easiest
way to gain money and power. The Bible says take heed
that no man deceives you (Matthew 24:5,24). We are not
to be worshiped but devote our lives to Him who gave His
life for us. Yes, Jesus died for us. Our true God (1John
5:20), the Saviour of the world (Luke 19:10), the Son of
God (John 9:35-37), a king (John 18:37), the most high
priest (Hebrews 3:1), the prophet (Acts 3:22,23), a teacher
from God (John 3:2), a healer (Matthew 8:1-17), Christ the
son of the living God (Matthew 16:13,16), the author and
finisher of our faith (Hebrews 12:2), perfect in life (1Peter
2:22), wonderful in his sacrifice (Ephesians 1:7),
wonderful in his plan of redemption (Mark 16:15,16).
When we don’t know about a thing, we become foolish to
believe whatever the majority of people believe. Man
desires to follow man (Galatians 1:6-10). So often that we
follow what our parents and grandparents were taught to
believe without trying to ask or know whether it is true or
not. Titus 1:13 says rebuke them sharply. By following
tradition of men, you please men not God (Matthew 15:1-9).
Man has traveled his journey from naked Adam and Eve
to being the well dressed you and me, from bare foot to
luxury cars, airplanes and cruise ships, from uneducated
to study of artificial intelligence and robotics. Yes, man is
very intelligent, yet so foolish in understanding true God.
In John 8:31,32, Jesus said “If you abide in my word, you
are my disciples indeed, “and you shall know the truth,
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and the truth shall make you free”. The wind and the
waves, created by God, obeyed Jesus. (Matthew 8:23-27)
We, who are created in the likeness of God, do not obey
Him, yet we call ourselves intelligent.
Isaiah 55: 6,7 says “Seek the Lord while He may be
found, Call upon Him while He is near. Let the wicked
forsake his way and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
Let him return to the Lord, and He will have mercy on
him; And to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.”
This is an invitation to abundant life to everyone who
seeks the true God.
NOTE: In Hinduism, the greeting ‘Namaste’ means: I worship
the god in you. EDITOR

______________________________________________
THE COVENANTS AND PROMISES OF GOD - 2
Derek L. Daniell - Tunbridge Wells
Abram is tested by God to leave his county, relatives and
his father’s house and go to a land that God would show
him. For His part of the covenant, God made promises
to Abram that his descendants would become a great
nation and that all the families of the earth would be
blessed through him, Genesis 12:1-3. God reaffirmed
His covenant and added that all the land would be
given to his descendants, Genesis 13:14-17. “By faith
Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a
place which he was to receive as an inheritance, and he
went out, not knowing where he was going”, Hebrews
11:8; cp Acts 7:2-5. At this time his wife Sarah was barren
and it was to be nearly 25 years later that Isaac, the son
of the promise was born. But Abram considered God
faithful in what He had promised, Hebrews 11:11-12. At
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the age of 99 God again renewed his covenant with
Abram and renamed him Abraham, and added the
covenant of circumcision, Genesis 17:1-14.
Abraham faced another test of his faith when God
commanded him to offer Isaac, the son of the promise, as
a sacrifice on Mount Moriah, see Genesis 22:1-14.. But
Abraham “considered that God is able to raise people
even from the dead, from which he also received him
back as a type” Hebrews 11:17-19, and he became the
friend of God, James 2:21-23. What a great example of
faithfulness to God we have in Abraham.
It is through his great grandson Joseph that Abraham's
descendants became a great nation in Egypt. Then through
Moses the nation of Israel was delivered from bondage in
Egypt and at Sinai God made a covenant with them, Exodus
19:1-9; see Acts 7:1-38. (We will return to this covenant next
time). It was through Joshua that God fulfilled His land
promise and gave to His holy nation the land of Canaan,
Joshua 21:43-45. Many centuries were to pass before the
third promise made to Abraham was fulfilled in the birth of
Jesus Christ, the seed of Abraham. God reaffirms his
covenant with Abraham to both Isaac and Jacob, assuring
them that He would be with them, see Genesis 23:1-5;
26:10-17; 35:9-15. These men and many others of faith that
followed them, “having gained approval through their faith,
did not receive what was promised, because God had
provided something better for us, so that apart from us they
would not be made perfect” Hebrews 11:39-40.
Jesus was the one that came to be a blessing to all
nations, to make the new covenant under which we live
today, so that “the blessing of Abraham might come to
[us] the Gentiles … .” Galatians 3:14-16. Jesus
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commissioned His disciples to go into all the world, (to all
nations and people) and preach the gospel so that we
could receive that which is better. The apostle Paul wrote
this in Galatians 3:26-29, “For in Christ Jesus you are all
sons of God through faith. For as many of you as were
baptised into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is
neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
And if you belong to Christ’s, then you are Abrahams
descendants, heirs according to promise”. NASB.
Are you an heir to the promise made to Abraham?
______________________________________________
BY MANY OR BY FEW
Jonathan Ashurst – Byron, GA
Imagine yourself in Israel, back in the time of King Saul.
The Philistines and Israelites are at war, but Saul’s men
are greatly outnumbered. As 1.Samuel 13:5 says, the
Philistine army had “thirty thousand chariots, and six
thousand horsemen, and people as the sand which is on
the sea shore in multitude.” On the other hand, in the
Israelite army, King Saul and his son Jonathan were the
only men who had swords! (1.Samuel 13:22)
Some of Saul’s men were becoming scared and hiding in
caves (1.Sam. 13:6). Finally, Saul’s son Jonathan became
impatient. He decided to scout out the enemy camp with
his armour-bearer.
“Come, and let us go over unto the garrison,” he told his
armour-bearer, “it may be that the LORD will work for us:
for there is no restraint to the LORD to save by many
or by few.” (1.Samuel 14:6)
Jonathan’s trust in God led to victory for him and his people
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against the Philistines. Have you ever felt alone in standing
up for God? Perhaps you are part of a very small church in
a large community. Or maybe you are the only Christian at
your school or workplace. God is not limited by numbers;
only by our willingness to trust Him. (Romans 8:31-39)
The Bible is full of examples of people who stood for God,
even when there were few others doing so. Daniel and his
three friends were obedient in the midst of a foreign land;
their obedience led even King Nebuchadnezzar to faith in
God. (Daniel 1:8) Noah and his family were the only ones
following God in their generation, yet they preserved the
human race from the flood. (Hebrews 11:7) Gideon and his
three hundred men overcame the countless Midianites by
trusting God to fight their battle. (Judges 7:12-15) The
twelve apostles were given the mission of telling the whole
world the gospel, and the task was accomplished in one
generation. (Mark 16:15, Colossians 1:5-6)
What led these small numbers of people to overcome
such remarkable obstacles? They trusted God, and He
brought them victory. In your life today, remember that
even when you feel alone, God is always with you.
(Hebrews 13:5) Even if you feel inadequate to take on the
task, trust in God’s strength. As the apostle Paul said, “For
when I am weak, then I am strong.” (2.Corinthians 12:10)
And remember that there are many other Christians
throughout the world fighting the same spiritual battles.
Today we are fighting a spiritual battle against wickedness,
but we are never outnumbered when we follow the Lord.
(2.Kings 6:15-17, Ephesians 6:10-18) God will give us the
victory. As Jonathan boldly stated, “there is no restraint to
the LORD to save by many or by few.” (1.Samuel 14:6)
______________________________________________
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LIFE’S EXPERIENCE
Andrew P. Sharp, Newtongrange
In life beloved, there will have been times where bouts of
loneliness, sadness and things similar, have befallen you.
Again, you will have experienced happiness, and times when
you have found gladness. No doubt an experienced shared.
“Have you ever been lonely”
“Have you ever been sad”

“Have you ever been happy”
“Have you ever been glad”

Not my words, but the words of a popular song of some
time ago. But it makes you think for a moment, about life
in general.
Lonely:- without friends, isolated, alone, remote, desolate
– are but a few definitions.
It can be said “loneliness” is the pain of emotional and
social isolation. A frightening word is “loneliness”. People
need people!
At Genesis 2:18 God states:
“It is not good that man should be alone”
Recognised potential causes of loneliness are varied. It
could be the loss of a loved one - old age. Forced isolation
due to ill health - living alone, infirm. Even in a large
crowd, an individual can feel lonely, not even knowing
their own neighbours in the same building complex! A sad,
modern affair indeed. Beloved, the Christian is privileged never lonely. God is with him always.
Sad:- cheerless, depressed, downcast, sorrowful, unhappy.
If it be known, there are many in the world today in a state
of sadness. The cause is not knowing where to find relief.
At Proverbs 15:13 the Bible states:
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“A merry heart makes a cheerful countenance, but by
sorrow of the heart he is broken”.
And at Proverbs 17:12:
“A merry heart, doeth good like a medicine”.
Beloved knowing Jesus creates a merry heart within.
Sadness and loneliness can be shared, and lifted from
the weary soul. Much of the time, sadness is of one’s own
making.
Happy :- blissful, cheerful, glad, delighted, contented.
Now, there are many ways that would make you happy!
Seeing a loved one you haven’t met for a long time! Being
in good company! Contentment can make you happy, and
so be it. Sad to say though - much of the world’s
happiness is short-lived.
At Proverbs 16:20, words of wisdom can be found:
“He who heeds the word wisely, will find good, and
whosoever trusts in the LORD, happy is he”
And at Psalms 144:15b “Happy are the people whose God is the LORD”
Beloved, a true reason to be happy is knowing Christ
Jesus, as Saviour.
Glad :- joyous, pleased, gleeful, gratified.
Now, there are many things that can make a person glad.
Perhaps a good job, or a strong company of friends. Your
family making good in the world for example, and living a
good life. Best of all would be a strong Christian
fellowship. To know the true meaning of being glad, you
have to experience the joy of knowing Christ Jesus, as
saviour. And that’s the truth!
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Freely, the Psalmist could say of knowing God At Psalms 16:9,
“Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices, my
flesh also shall rest in hope”
And at Hebrew 13:5, Jesus did say,
“I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee”
A reason to be truly glad.
At Philippians 4:4, there is an exhortation for all. It reads:
“Rejoice in the Lord always: and again I say, Rejoice”
As Christians, we know this to brighten the soul.
Contentment, peace and happiness is experienced.
Look to Proverbs 16:20b, if more encouragement is
needed “Who so trusteth in the LORD, happy is he”
No more need be said!
People need people, Christians need Christians. It is
good to meet in fellowship. Fellow believers in the word of
God, meet and greet with the word of God, meet and
greet with the gladness of heart.
Psalm 122:1, sums it all up “I was glad when they said unto me, let us go into the
house of the LORD”
“Lonely,” “Happy,” “Sad,” “Glad," all part of human nature,
as we know it. To the opening statement of this epistle,
our answer would be in the affirmative. If in Christ
beloved, we know – His love, His presence, is always with
you. Remember this - He is just a prayer away.
______________________________________________
17

GOD HOLDS THE GERM WITHIN HIS HAND
Graham A. Fisher
Buckingham Park, Aylesbury
A friend of mine, now deceased, was a Conscientious
Objector in the Second World War. Though they were not
treated anywhere nearly as badly as they were in the First
World War, the authorities still did not like them one little
bit, so they would often give them the nastiest jobs they
could find, when they were available. Consequently, this
young man, as he then was, was sent to work as a
mortuary assistant in a local hospital pathology
laboratory. I doubt they ever found out but it backfired
splendidly on them, for he loved it and decided to make it
his life’s work.
Norman, for that was his name, was an enthusiastic
Baptist and he told me of the time when he worked under
an atheistic surgeon and pathologist, to whom he used to
witness for Christ and tried to convert. This pathologist
apparently would stump Norman every time by arguing
that, though he’d performed many an operation, and cut
up many a corpse, he’d never ever found a person’s soul.
Norman said that he had never managed to work out an
answer to that one. When he told me this, I replied that I
would have asked him if he’d ever worked on, or found, a
person’s love, or hate, and did the fact that these things
have no physical presence in the body mean that they
didn’t exist? In fact, aren’t they far more real and
necessary in defining a person than almost anything
physical – much of which we can now do without, or have
transplanted from others, or be given artificial ones
instead? He kicked himself and wondered why he’d never
thought of that.
One second after death, the body is just as it had always
been, apart from the fact it isn’t working. Some of its
members can be removed and used to help others to live,
but our soul is uniquely ours. We can’t transplant it into
another. It’s gone: either to a saved heaven or a lost
eternity. Scientists have no answer to life and what it is.
They can recognize it when they see it, and know when it
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has gone, but have no idea at all just what it is. They
cannot create life from non-life. In the hymn of ‘the Azure
Blue’, we sing:
‘Secure is life from mortal mind,
God holds the germ within His hand,
Though men may search they cannot find,
For God alone does understand.’
The germ of life is in His hand and so too is the germ of
eternal life. As with physical life, the Lord gives and the
Lord takes away (Job 1:21), so too He does the same
with our soul and spirit.
Jesus died a physical death on the Cross but it was
actually a spiritual event. He said that He came that we
might have abundant life (John 10:10) but He was not
talking about physical life. He came to give us spiritual
life. His physical body was suffering to pay the spiritual
price for our sins. His physical blood was shed to cleanse
us from sin – another thing the physician could never
operate on when he cut open a patient – and its
consequences. We will never be cured completely of sin
in this life – He never said we would, though He helps us
in the fight to do better – but our spiritual decay is now
reversed and cured because of His sacrifice.
It’s a mystery – a magnificent mystery – and it’s one we
celebrate week in and week out with a tiny morsel of
physical bread and a little sip of grape juice, neither of
which have any possible physical significance at all to us,
but which are loaded chock-full with spiritual meaning.
‘Our God, whose Son upon a tree,
A life was willing there to give,
That He from sin might set men free,
And evermore with Him could live.’
No surgeon or pathologist could ever open up a body and
operate on our sin, for it has no physical reality in our
bodies. But, O, what this means to the spirit and the soul
of the believer!
______________________________________________
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