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'Let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us looking
unto Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith"

J'mA
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I Every now and again we come across the 'Why

are we here?' question. It should be a far tougher
question to answer for the non-Christian than it is

for Christian men and women. I really don't know

A p60pl6 with
a purpose

those people without a faith answer that

question convincingly though no doubt for some

its a case of'eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow

we die'; and certainly if people can rid themselves
of thoughts of an 'after-life' and any sense of

accountability for the things done in this life then 'why are we here' presumably
starts to have a very short-term perspective. I have no real empirical evidence
for the following statement but I sense that, as people mature and become more
reflective about their position in the grand scheme of things, the desire to identify
a purpose does become greater. In some this might show itself by a persons
attachment to a political cause, or the environmental lobby, whilst in others
voluntary or charitable work may be the means of expression of their wish to do
something useful, contribute to society or leave their mark. I don't think that It
is necessarily stretching motives too far to suggest that there is some element of
a need from within for a sense of purpose in life.

A purposeful life
Christian men and women should never be short of a sense of purpose because
the very nature of the Christian life is, by definition, purposeful. That said, I can
see no compelling reason either why Christians should not engage themselves in
the pursuit of legitimate social and political 'causes' that are consistent with their
Christian beliefs. However these activities should never be the dominant feature

of the Christian's purpose because whilst we might choose to engage in matters
of this sort, I believe that there is a greater purpose for which the Christian has
been 'designed', and I use that word quite deliberately, by God.
When Paul wrote to the Colosslans he set out for them the fundamental context

of the Christian life:

then you have been raised with Christ, seek the
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things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set
your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on the earth. For
you have died, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ who is our

life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory" (Colossians 3:1 - 4).
Paul re-iterates here a truly astonishing promise that Jesus also made to his disciples
shortly before his death and which we can legitimately apply to ourselves today - that
is, that when Christ appears again, we will appear with him in glory. And this is
possible (and only possible) because our old nature has been put away, our lives have
already been moved into a different, spiritual, dimension and we have been
welcomed into the family God. The real value of the life of the Christian lies in the
relationship that is enjoyed with God and every Christian should be thanl<ful that in
essence God has given true value and worth to life by 'absorbing' the Christian into
his own life.

Thankfulness toward God

I don't claim to have the mind of God, but I think it unlikely that He would have ^

engaged in the whole process of creation, and particularly of the creation of^
humankind, had He not had a definitive purpose for that creation. Very often we talk
about giving our lives a purpose but what I am referring to here is something far
greater than anything that we could dream up, rather I'm contemplating a purpose
that is the product of God's wisdom and desire. After Paul had written about the

Christian's life being 'hid with Christ in God' he goes on to explain the attitudes and
behaviours that are to be 'put to death' and compares them with those that are to be
'put on'. He speaks of compassion, lowliness and patience; forbearance and
forgiveness are to be clear characteristics; more than anything Christians are to be
defined by love. Now the fact that these characteristics are predominant in our lives
should provoke a reaction that God desires from his people - and that is
thankfulness. "And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you
were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly, teach and admonish one another in all wisdom, and sing psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs with thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever you
do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through him." I have expressed the same thought in other contexts
but repeat it here again, that if we spent more time reflecting on the majesty of God
and expressing our thanks to Him for the transformation that He has brought about
in our lives then we would have far less time for dwelling on the inadequacies and
failings of our brethren.

Living to the praise of His glory
I guess that we've all heard preachers say words to the effect of (and I've said then
myself several times too) that we should have the objective of 'being the kind of
people that God wants us to be'. On reflection I think that God has set our objectives
much higher than that. When God determined to make man he said, "Let us make
man in our image, after our likeness.. So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them"

(Genesis 1:26, 27). Out of all the infinite possibilities that God at his disposal. He
chose to make man 'in his image'. Why? What did God have in mind for His people?
I believe that the purpose that God had for His people, that ultimately required the
intervention and example of Jesus to make it possible, was nothing short of the fact
that we. His human creation, should show God in the world and be a reflection of His
glory. And if that is true, what a mighty purpose God has established for us. We need
to have a look at this in more detail.

God has given belonging and Identity to His people. In Paul's letter to the Ephesians,
chapter 1, verses 3 - 5 set out the eternal purpose of God: ^'Blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in Him before
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before
him. He destined us in love to be his sons through Jesus Christ, according to
the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace which he freely
bestowed on us in the Beloved". Even in these few verses there are some

wonderful expressions of God's identity and design for His people:
•
•
•
•

Our
Our
Our
Our

identity is in Christ
residence is in the heavenly places
destiny is to be made holy and blameless

belonging is as those adopted into God's family

And then Paul reveals God's purpose for His people. "In him, according to the
purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his will, we who

^first hoped in Christ have been destined and appointed to live for the praise
of his glory." In this phrase Paul perhaps refers specifically to the apostles (we who
first hoped) but he then extends this purpose to the
century Christians in Ephesus
who have heard the word of truth, believed in him (Christ) and been sealed by the
Holy Spirit.... to the praise of his plorv. And that I think is the real purpose of our
lives in Christ. Whatever specific avenue of service we undertake, our purpose is to
show to the world the glory of Christ in praise of him. If it is true that the product
reflects the maker then we, as the product of God, must reflect his glory. We are the
products of grace, the very workmanship of God created in Christ Jesus for good
works

A purpose for the Church
There is too an eternal purpose for the body of Christians that constitute his Church.
I struggled for some time to understand what was 'the manifold wisdom of God that

was to be made known to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places'. But
look back at what Paul has been describing:

• A plan for the fullness of time to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things
on earth;
• A people who by grace have been raised up with Christ to sit with him in the
heavenly places;

• A separated, alienated, far-off, hopeless people who have been brought near in the
blood of Christ;
Reconciliation of Jew and Gentile in one body through the cross; the abolition of
hostility and the advent of peace;
• How the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and pariiakers of the
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

The manifold wisdom of God that the Church is making known to the principalities
and powers is that that God has prepared a model of unity, brotherhood, fellowship
and reconciliation that is far removed from the inclination of the 'natural worid'. The

Church, the catholic, universal body of Christ is designed to show to the worid that
there is something far superior to the hostility, divisiveness, brokenness, alienation,
prejudice, warring, enmity and more that so readily characterises mankind's
relationships. The Church is designed to show that the grace and love demonstrated
by Christ brings about peace, unity and harmony and In so doing is destined to shout
to the worid to the praise of his glory.

When Peter wrote his first letter to the 'exiles of the Dispersion' living in the northern
part of Asia Minor he reminded them of the very precious status that they enjoyed
and of their purpose: ^^But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, God's own people, that you may declare the wonderful deeds of him
who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light" (1 Peter 2:9). A
special people, with a special purpose; a God chosen people; a God possessed
people; a God sanctified people. A people whose purpose is to proclaim to the world
the excellence and wonderful deeds of God.

The new 'sons of light'
Paul's letter to the church in Rome (a letter that I believe has to be read in its entirety
to achieve the full flow of the majesty of the narrative) contains, in chapter 8, what
many Christians consider to be one of the great scriptural expositions of our
relationship with God. Just as in the early days of creation God had determined to
make mankind in his own image, so now Paul explains that God is outworking his
purpose through those that are faithful to him and that purpose involves those who

are faithful ful^lling that first ambition of God's by being 'conformed to the image off^\
his Son'. "We know that in everything God works for good with those who love him,
who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also

predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son in order that he might be the
first-born among many brethren. And those whom he predestined he also called; and
those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified"
(Romans 8:28 -30). It was of course a matter of deep regret to God that mankind
so quickly succumbed to the wiles of the devil but through His Son, he found a way
of ensuring that mankind would ultimately reflect his glory.
The basis of the Christian's hope is faith in God and Christ Jesus and as we noted

earlier part of our response to the love and mercy of God should be an overwhelming
sense and expression of thankfulness for what has been made possible for us. But
there is also a real sense in which God has put an enormous amount of faith in his
new creation, that is, in that body of people whom God has called into, and called to
be, his family. Jesus declared himself to be 'the light of the world'; he told the Jews
that those who believed in him, believed not in him but in God who had sent him; he

told them that whoever saw him, saw God. It was the same message that he spoke
to Philip that whoever had seen Jesus had seen the Father also. He said that for so

long as he was in the world it had the light, but that the light was only going to be
with them for a little longer. In other words, Jesus was saying quite explicitly that he
was the expression of God in the world, and that he was showing the world what God
is like.

But of course Jesus the light of the world returned to sit at the right hand of God in*^^

heaven. Does that mean that light, the expression of God, has gone out of the world?

No it hasn't, because by God's design, by virtue of the fact that we are to live 'to the

praise of his glory' and declare his wonderful deeds, and by virtue of the fact that
Christians have been conformed into the image of His Son, then we become the
expression of God in the world today. In other words, in the new creation that we
have become, God has made us the way that we are, to show the world who God is.
Jesus said, ''While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may
become sons of light" (John 12:36). If the world is to see God, then it will see him
through today's 'sons of light', God's people declaring their praise of God.

What trust God has placed in us, and what a purpose he has given to our lives and
to His Church.

Thinking Out Loud
DEBATING FOR GOD
Ian S. Davidson: Motherwell

My good friend and brother, Richard J. Cherol<, has recently published a book entitled:
Debating for God - Alexander Campbell's Challenge to Skepticism in Antebellum
America.

Brother Cherok is Associate Professor of Church History at Cincinnati University,
Cincinnati, Ohio, USA. His volume Is a very welcome addition to my library. I met
brother Cherok last year and took him to New Lanark as a treat. He, of course, knew
all about Robert Owen as a result of his research on the debate between Campbell
and Owen, which took place, in, of all places, Cincinnati, Ohio in 1829. Owen met his
match In this debate, as Alexander Campbell was "the most significant Christian
apologist of America's antebellum period" (Cherok).
The propositions to be discussed were the five Issues of Owen's challenge to the
clergy of New Orleans:
1) That all the religions of the world have been founded on the ignorance of mankind.
2) That they are directly opposed to the never-changing laws of our nature.
3) That they have been, and are, the real sources of vice, disunion and misery of
every description.
4) That they are now the only real bar to the formation of a society of virtue,
intelligence, sincerity and benevolence.
5) That they can be no longer maintained except through the ignorance of the mass
of the people, and the tyranny of the few over the mass.
I have read the recorded debate on numerous occasions and can safely say that
Campbell had the upper hand throughout. Indeed, Owen was no match for Campbell,
and, embarrassingly, resorted again and again to reading out his "Twelve
Fundamental Laws of Human Nature", copies of which, to this day, can still be
purchased In the New Lanark shop. In the end, Campbell took the offensive. "In a
masterful twelve-hour discourse - delivered over three days in two-hour speeches
from 10.00 a.m. to noon and 2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. - Campbell displayed a vast
knowledge of nearly every aspect of the debate's content" (Cherok).

The debate was published under the title: The Evidences of Christianity and had a

^a^idespread influence. Campbell's arguments helped to ground me in the Christian
' ^aith because I first read the debate in my late teens. I recall at being staggered by
Campbell's knowledge and abilities. I am still staggered by them. I have been a long
admirer of Alexander Campbell and I owe him a great deal. I never tire of reading his
books, despite the fact they were written In the nineteenth century. Also, I never tire
of reading books about him by others. "Keep them coming!" Is what I say.
FURTHER DEBATES
Brother Cherok has pointed out that "Campbell's public discussion with Owen also
opened the door for additional confrontations with the advocates of freethought".
Cherok's book features the following opponents: Humphrey Marshall, Dr. Samuel
Underhill, Irad Kelley, Charles Cassedy, Jonathan KIdwell, Dolphus Skinner, Jesse
Babcock Ferguson and Theodore Clapp.

Charles Cassedy was an interesting character: alcoholic, writer and Inquisitive
sceptic. He wrote to Campbell and Campbell responded. Their correspondence
featured in Campbell's regular publication: Millennial Harbinger. The wonderful thing
is that Cassedy was eventually won over by Campbell's arguments and became a
supporter, who held Campbell in the highest estimation and a convert who went on
to assist him in his apologetic effort.

I wish the same could be said of Robert Owen, but sadly it cannot. Surprisingly,
Owen, late on in life, turned to spiritualism. "Claiming to have communicated with
the spirits of Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, the Duke of Kent and a number
of deceased members of his own family, Owen used his spiritual contacts to confirm
'the correctness of his plans for the new moral world'" (Cherok). As Christians, we
know he was in dangerous territory with spiritualism, which is clearly condemned by
God in Scripture (Leviticus 19:31; Deuteronomy 18:11; Isaiah 8: 19- 20).
DEBATING FOR GOD TODAY
At Motherwell, we have recently watched a DVD, which featured a debate between

Richard Dawkins and Dr. John Lennox, both of Oxford. The debate took place in
Alabama, U.S.A. and was on the contents of Dawkins' book: The God Delusion. We

all thought that Dr. Lennox handled matters very well. He hails from Northern
Ireland, which has produced, of course, Mr Campbell himself, C.S. Lewis, Alister E.
McGrath, and many other great scholars. There is one thing about the Irish: they
can speak! But it Is great that there are still people out there, who are not fearful of
meeting the challenge of modern scepticism. And why should they be when Truth is
on their side.

I have also heard of another debate that has recently taken place In the States
between the two Hitchens brothers: Christopher and Peter. Christopher is anti and
Peter is pro. I look forward to listening to that one. Christopher deserves to be
challenged on the contents of his recent book: God Is Not Great I am glad that these
fundamental atheists are not getting things all their own way despite the fact that
their books are best sellers.

THE APOSTLE PAUL

The apostle Paul was a great defender of the faith. I have always enjoyed reading of
his visit to Athens and his encounter there with the Epicureans and Stoics (Acts 17).
Athens was, of course, the ancient Greek capital of philosophy. Socrates, Plato,
Aristotle, Epicurus and Zeno were all associated with this great city. Paul's speech is
worthy of analysing and memorising. P.P. Bruce says something interesting about it:
" ...his exposition and defence of his message are founded on the biblical revelation
and they echo the thought, and at times the very language, of the Old Testament
writings. Like the biblical revelation itself, his speech begins with God the creator of _

all, continues with God the sustalner of all, and concludes with God the judge of aM".''>
People today often speak about the light of nature or the light of reason. They reject,
of course, the light of God's word. As Campbell wrote in his introduction to the Owen

debate: "Show me this eye of reason with this light of nature, working faith in
God; working out Christian civilisation, refinement of manners, temperance,
justice, public virtue, and humanity; to say nothing of piety and the love and the
admiration of the purity of God and I will lend a willing ear to such a
demonstration. But the annals of the world and the experience of the present

generation afford no such spectacles". Paul knew the Stoics and Epicureans were
in error and told them about The Unknown God, whom tney Ignorantly
worshipped. Sadly, the truth of his message won only a few over. I recall the
words of the Master: ...because strait Is the gate, ana narrow Is the way, which
leads unto life, and few there be that find it" (Matthew 7: 14).
6
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In the Authorised Version of the Bible, the Gospel of John has a verse in Chapter 5:4 which
reads 'Tor an angel went down at a certain season into tlie pool, and troubled
the water; whosoever then first after the troubling of the water stepped in was
made whole of whatsoever disease he had." This is mostly omitted from modern
versions because it is not found In some of the oldest manuscripts and It could be an
explanatory footnote that has found Its way Into the main text.

The pool is mentioned once or twice In the Old Testament and Is said to be the place where
sheep were washed before being sacrificed in the temple, but of no special significance
otherwise. By the time of the New Testament It is known as Bethesda, meaning house of
mercy or grace, and popularly believed to be a place of healing. This belief had persisted
long enough for the pool to have been provided with five colonnades, one on each side
and one dividing It In the middle, to shelter the sick. Archaeologists claim to have found
this double pool exactly as described.
As explained in the text, the people held the belief that when the water was disturbed at

intervals a miracle cure was bestowed on the first person to get into It, regardless of
whether that man or woman were god-fearing or not, or whether other people were
pushed out of the way In the selfish rush to obtain the benefit. This hardly fits with what
we read of miracles elsewhere in the Bible. So what can we gather from the visit of Jesus
to this pool?

It is not recorded that Jesus ever said that the people were mistaken in their belief or

otherwise, but he left them with a demonstration of his power. Coming to the pool, he
sought out a particular man, probably because he knew the man was worried about his
sins. He asked him if he wanted to be made well. The paralytic must have thought this a
very unnecessary question. Was he not always there, waiting and hoping, in spite of being
disappointed every time? He had been incapacitated for thirty-eight years and may have
spent most of that time beside the pool. His fellow-sufferers would probably have agreed
that he had the least chance of anyone of being healed there because, as he explained,
he simply could not move fast enough.
Jesus then healed him instantly, so that he was able to walk away carrying his mattress.
There was a large crowd of sick people present, and they had just seen the most hopeless
case amongst them completely cured without the aid of any bubbling up of the water. Did
any of the others ask Jesus to heal them as well? It is not recorded that they did, although
in other places Jesus was besieged by sick people and cured them all (Matt. 12:15). We
are told that Jesus slipped away in the crowd (John 5:13) but there might have been a

few minutes when some of them could have called out "Heal me, tool" Perhaps they were
just not quick enough to put their faith In Jesus.

'-i f this were Indeed the case, the other sick people had missed the chance of being cured

by the most effective healer of all time, simply because they did not have enough faith in
him. This Is an awful illustration of the similar fate of those who lacked, and still lack,

faith in Jesus as a saviour and so will fail to obtain salvation.

Jesus meanwhile found the man in the temple, where he could go for the first time In
many years to give thanks. He told him not to sin any more, implying that he was forgiven
of whatever sins had been on his mind.

On a later visit to Jerusalem, Jesus met a blind man, and sent him to wash In the pool of
Siloam (John 9:7), where his sight was restored. Why mention Siloam in particular? Would
it be to make sure he was to avoid Bethesda, so that It would be clear that this man was

healed by the power of God through Jesus and not through the agency of the water at the
pool?

WHY DO WE

PREACHING

(Ian Grant, Corby)

SUBJECT: PREACH THE WORD
One of the buzzwords of the last fifteen years or so has been the word change. There
have been countless books and articles that have begun by telling us how much
change we are facing. Usually, we are reminded that within one hundred years we
have gone from the horse and buggy era to the modern car, or we are simply told
that the world has changed, and in particular that the computer has changed our
world. You would think from what you read that absolutely nothing has stayed the
same.

So enamoured are people with change that what is usually overlooked Is how much
that has not changed. In particular, God has not changed and the human condition
has not changed. What is holy has not changed and the results of the cross have not
changed, and neither has the gospel changed any more that has mankind's need to
hear the gospel. Sin is still sin, in spite of what our society says, and as Christians,
as in every previous generation we are to get out of the sinning business.

JERUSALEM AND CHANGE
While the amount of change today may be greater in some areas, than at any other
time in history, we must not overlook the fact that change has been with us down
through history; some it quite dramatic. When Jerusalem was destroyed, the
Christians escaped but imagine the huge change that it brought to the lives of those
who had to flee. I have not had to face that kind of change, have you? Even before
the destruction of the holy city there was much change that could easily have
unsettled people (Matthew 24:4-14). However, in preparing his followers for what
was to come, Jesus did not give a discourse full of helpful hints on how to manage
change. Rather, the emphasis was on not being deceived but remaining faithful, with
the encouraging statement that Jesus' words will not pass away (35).
TIMOTHY AND CHANGE

Because it is memorable, brief and useful, we usually quote, 'Preach the word!' (2
Tlm.4:2); but with little reference to its context. Occasionally we might quote the rest
of the verse and on the very odd occasion, we may include verses three and four.
However, those words do have a context that is larger than that, and for anyone
reading the two books that Paul wrote to Timothy, his 'son in the faith' the statement,
'Preach the word!' does not come like a bolt out of the blue.

The central focus of both epistles to Timothy is usually seen as instructing Timothy/^
as to how to deal with the false teachers, who were not outside the Church but within
the Church. However, In his second letter Paul explained that those false teachers in
the Church were simply mirroring what was happening in the society in general (2
Tim. 3:1-9). Timothy was living at a time when society was changing and he would
experience a widespread increase in evil in society that would influence the Church.

In the face of the chill winds of change that were blowing in Timothy's direction, how
did Paul prepare Timothy for what was coming?
PREPARING TIMOTHY FOR CHANGE

In his second epistle the first two chapters are very personal, as Paul encouraged
Timothy to continue in his ministry. A part of that encouragement included the
command for Timothy to 'Hold fast the pattern of sound words' (2 Tim. 1:13); healthy
8

words which he had received from Paul (What is implied is that there are also
unhealthy words). The importance of the origin of these words is seen in how often
it is repeated (2:2; 3:10, 14). Timothy was to keep (guard) what had been
committed to him (14), the word of God.
Timothy was also to teach others what he himself had been taught by Paul (2:2).
Timothy was not to give special instructions to those he was to teach on how to deal
with change. The emphasis was on passing on to others what Timothy himself had
received from Paul.

Using three metaphors, Paul then reminded Timothy that preaching the gospel
involved hardship, and in his own case that had resulted In him being in chains.
However, he noted that'the word of God is not chained' (2:9). He went on to say that
the false teachers were to be charged are not to fight over words (14) while, in sharp
contrast to that, Timothy was to Vightly divide the word of truth' (15); he was handle
scripture appropriately. Further, in the face of false teachers, Timothy's responsibility
was to pursue righteousness, and to teach, 'correcting those who are in opposition'
(22-26).
Paul then made it clear that false teachers were to be expected and he outlined the
type of behaviour that would characterise them (3:1-9), for it would parallel what was
happening in society. In sharp contrast to the false teachers, Timothy had followed
and practised what he had been taught by Paul (10), as Paul had affirmed in his first
epistle (1 Timothy 4:6). Paul went on to say that the false teachers would 'grow
worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived' (2 Timothy 3:13), but in marked
difference to them, Timothy was to 'continue in the things which you have learned
and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them' (14). Secondly,
Timothy was to continue in what he had learnt for the source was the scriptures (15)
which were of divine origin (15-17). The scriptures provided all that Timothy needed
to Instruct him In order for the man of God to be able to live a righteous life.

PREACH THE WORD

After having emphasised so frequently in the letter the Importance of Timothy staying
with what he had been taught by Paul, and the divine origin of the scriptures, that
Paul should then explain In practical terms the importance of the scriptures comes as
no surprise. And, in view of the absolutely essential role of scripture in the life of
Christians, neither is it unexpected that Paul should then continue by commanding
Timothy to preach the word (4:2); not any old word, but that which God had
delivered to Timothy, through Christ, who taught the apostles.
Before closing his letter Paul, with three imperatives, commanded Timothy to
'convince rebuke, exhort' because some brethren would not want to know what God
had to say, but would prefer what the false teachers had to offer (3-4). That might
well be what some brethren wanted, but as for Timothy, he was to do the work of an
'^^vangelist (5).
Paul prepared Timothy by saying a lot more than we have considered. But from what
we have seen, it is clear that Timothy was to face the chill winds of change, not by
making changes to the worship, and not by making the gospel message 'relevant',
but by staying with the scriptures and what Paul had taught him. Timothy was to deal
with the changes that society would bring to the Church by preaching the word, and
that involved correcting the brethren, rebuking them where they went astray and
urging them to obey the scriptures.

SCRIPTURE EQUIPS US
We have looked at just two examples, and there are more, of people in the first
century facing significant, unsettling change. Jesus did not see the need for a chapter
on how to manage change when he predicted that Jerusalem would be destroyed. In

Timothy's case, one would have to be blind to miss the prominence Paul gave to
staying with the scriptures in the face of change. The antidote for change was to stay
faithful to the word of God; both Timothy and the Church. God's word was to be
preached, not psychology, nor ideas from the business world, nor the latest
sociological theory about some aspect of church life, and nor was the idea to present
an entertaining talk, and not even some fascinating facts about the Bible. Paul did not
encourage Timothy to change the songs that they sang, or suggest that drama would
work better, or that Timothy should encourage the Church to have a vision for the
future, or that they have user-friendly assemblies. None of these, or a host of other
modern ideas were suggested; staying faithful to scripture was Paul's instruction for
facing the coming changes.
Positive leadership involved teaching the scriptures to the brethren. The Bible was to
be taught because it has all that is necessary to equip Christians to be able deal with
whatever life throws at them. No matter what challenges change brings the scriptures
provide all that is needed to deal with those changes, because scripture equips the
Christian for daily life as nothing else can.

CONCLUSION

^

Today, we are undoubtedly facing significant change and what is our response? Our
answer to it generally appears to be to have less Bible study, with some having
abandoned it altogether, and doing little more than attending the Lord's Supper
assembly. Some churches are replacing Bible study with fellowship, by which most
people mean a social occasion. Other churches are filling their Bible study times with
other activities so that Bible study is scheduled just once a month. But even then,
frequently, the Bible is not studied, except as a side issue! As preachers try to
emulate the unfruitful ways of academics, sermons are all too often about the Bible
rather than explaining how the Bible can change the brethren's lives. We hear

sermons about the forces that were working in the church at Ephesus that led
eventually to the sad condition revealed in Revelation 2:1-7; but with just a two line
application to today! Just how that is supposed to change brethren is difficult to know.
Many brethren skip the sermon altogether, by not listening or simply leaving after the
Lord's Supper. That simply does not make sense does it?

Scripture provides all we need in order to face whatever challenges life throws up,
and without doubt, today's changes are quite unsettling. The scriptures are eminently
practical but it takes work to understand them and to apply them to everyday life.
Yet, in the face of a need for guidance from scripture, in order to deal with the

troubling changes that we are facing, it appears that in many places scripture is
slowly being abandoned, in spite of Paul's unmistakable advice to Timothy.
Is it perhaps that evangelists need to take 'Preach the word... Convince, rebuke,
exhort' far more seriously? When did you last hear a sermon that contained all these

elements? When did you last compliment a speaker because the sermon helped^-^
straighten you out in some way? Or, do you reserve your compliments for when the
sermon makes you feel good?

Is it perhaps that Bible teachers need to teach the Bible and explain better how it
connects with everyday life? Is it perhaps that all of us need to pay far more attention
to the scriptures, and how they apply to daily life? If we are not studying the Bible in
the relaxed atmosphere of Bible classes then how can we expect to use the scriptures
under the pressures of day-to-day living to help us make righteous decisions? If we
do not know the book, how are we to weather the winds of change and reach our
eternal home?

"Scripture taken from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.
Used by permission. All rights reserved."
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INFLUENCES ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF
CHRISTIANITY IN THE FIRST CENTURY
(John H Diggle (Nottingham)

STUDY 16
THE MERGING OF RELIGIOUS AND
SECULAR AUTHORITY
Tlie merging of churcli and State has, it seems, always been a hot topic of debate and
continues so to be. Politicians, public and constitutional lawyers alike have strong views on the
question of its desirability but when all is said and done it has never risen high enough on this
country's list of priorities to incline anyone to meddle with the status quo.
Whilst there are, of course, considerable differences between societies like our own in Great
Britain and the theocracy of Israel in Old Testament times, there is nothing new or unusual
about the concept. Fundamental Islamic states, the existence of the Vatican state and the
kingdom of Saudi Arabia are all variants on this theme, albeit with very different objectives and
styles of operation.
CONSTANTINE & CHRISTIANITY

When Constantine became emperor, he inherited a realm that already practised a loose variety
of religious/state-controlled dominion. The Caesar was regarded as the defiled embodiment of
the state - Romana, and many, though not of all of its functions, were dictated and carried out
according to religious considerations.
Constantine is said to have been converted in response to a vision of the cross, when his
heavily outnumbered troops sought to overthrow his rival, Maxentius at the battle of the
Malvinian Bridge, in 312 AD, and against all the odds, succeeded. Even scholars that are not
renowned for their conservatism, sometimes question the reality of his conversion, except on
the pragmatic grounds that the God of the Christians was a handy one to have on his side. But

for all that, it marked a turning point of enormous proportions in the future history of Europe.
He was not baptised until he was on his deathbed, and whilst some try to justify this as being
a common practice even among the faithful, further doubts are cast on his true Christianity by
his willingness to erect statues in honour of both Mithras and Cybele.

Whatever his motives, Constantine was sufficiently impressed by Christianity as to be moved
to redress the balance in its favour; the persecutions that they had suffered under Nero,
/APomitian, Trajan, Hadrian and Marcus Aurelius required a counter-balance of something better
.han mere toleration in his view. In pursuit of this aim, he commissioned the production of new
copies of the scriptures, built churches, including the basilicas of Peter and Paul in Rome and
the church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem and turned over some of the prosperity of his
wife, of the Lateran family, to be used as residences for the bishops of Rome. Churches were
partially, but generously, funded by provincial taxes and laws were enacted to protect children,
peasants and slaves. Branding of criminals was prohibited because Constantine regarded them
as being 'made in God's image'.
CONSTANTINE'S LEGACY

Even without going into the development of Roman Catholicism it is not difficult to see from
this how Constantine has left behind a legacy that touches on matters which continue to be of
importance to us. Not infrequently, quite often in fact, buildings that were turned over to the
use of Christians for worship had been public facilities of pagan temples. The ornateness and
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symbolic decoration with which they were adorned, including representations of both Cybele,
the Queen of heaven, and Mithras, was sometimes simply accepted without modification, as
doing service for the portrayal of Mary and Jesus.

Church buildings are often a pragmatic necessity, but the view that the Church that meets in
any locality is less than it ought to be without such a structure is hardly scripturally tenable
and has, on occasion, become an encumbrance without which that congregation may well have
fared better. Considerations of financial entanglement with those outside of the congregation,
who held the purse strings but lacked spiritual wisdom and maturity, have led to tragic
consequences for some of our own brethren in the past. All in all it is to be wondered whether
Constantine really did the Church any favours in this respect.
Constantine was also the first to establish civil Sunday trading laws, closing the law courts but
curiously, to our eyes at least, declaring that it was an appropriate day for the holding of
farmers' markets.

What began as a small local dispute, provoked by the views concerning the true deity of Christ
by an elder at Alexandria by the name of Arius, and his contention that He was in fact a created
being separate in substance from the Father, spread like wild-fire across the religious world of
the day. Old loyalties were invoked and sides taken until a situation was reached where the
church was threatening to tear itself apart.
THE IMPACT OF 'COUNCILS'

In an effort to promote reconciliation, Constantine decided to convene a council of bishops at
Ankara, but further ill-will amongst them, along with interference by Constantine, meant that
he moved it to Nicea, the better to exert his own influence.

To cut a long, and not very edifying, story short, the outcome of the council of Nicea was
'agreement' on an article of faith subsequently known as the Nicene Creed, declaring that Jesus
is indeed "very God of very God", although Arius himself was only prepared to sign up to it with
the inclusion of caveats. Such bad feelings lingered however, that the future division into
eastern western churches may well have been inevitable thereafter. In truth, little or nothing
was resolved and certainly not the reconciliation which Constantine supposedly sought.

Whatever estimate we place on the worth of Constantine's legacy, it cannot be denied that in
both geopolitical and religious terms, it has proved to be deep and lasting. So too, in rather
different form, has that of the council of Nicea. To concentrate on its lessons rather than any
prolonged repetition of the historical circumstances of it, this council raises a number of points
worthy of consideration in relation to our own views and practices.
If it was genuine, Constantine's conciliatory ambition is a noble one that deserves our
appreciation as consistent with that of Jesus and his apostles. The convening of councils and
the endorsement of creeds as vehicles for such conciliation are, however, matters to which
careful consideration should be given. We have already seen, in the material presented so far,
ample evidence of the fact that good intentions are not necessarily any guarantee of results
consistent with God's will. Those who advocated them, and those who continue to view them

with approval, would often argue that ecumenical councils and the promulgation of creeds are'

simply practical ways of ensuring the imposition of scriptural orthodoxy. Creeds, we are told,
are, at their best, clarifying statements of what is written in scripture and preserve against
deviation from apostolic truth.
If there is anything noble and admirable about the intentions of those who have called councils
together with this in mind, their history is one which is such as to demonstrate an almost
entirely opposite effect. Nicea certainly aroused even greater divisions and tensions than those
that it set out to resolve and more recent ecumenical gatherings of similar supposed intent
have, if anything, shown themselves almost eager to set aside scriptural authority for the sake
of convenient compromise.
LESSONS FOR THE CHURCH TODAY

Once more though, I am more concerned for us to think about how we should apply the lessons
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of this kind of religious history to ourselves rather than in leaping to smug and gleeful
judgement upon the errors of others. We tell people with some pride that we have "no creed
but Christ", and it is certainly true that no one will ever discover such a thing in officially
documented form. Yet I wonder if I am alone in the impression that there is the odd person in
our wider brotherhood who would very much like to impose their own interpretations of certain
matters, could a suitably respectable excuse for doing so be conjured up. Preservation of
congregational autonomy is a vitally important principle that is established even further on the
evidence of departures from it in legislative councils like that of Nicea. They have had almost
entirely catastrophic results both so far as the service of true unity and faithfulness to God's
revealed word is concerned.

Ambitions to impose a particular viewpoint or personal understanding are not confined to the
calling of councils and the dictation of formal creeds, however. Occasionally brethren who
would be horrified by the attachment of any such implication to their motives have used other,
equally dubious methods, to have their voice heard above the rest and sometimes, by either
inference or bald statement, have increased the pressure by accusing others of less than
apostolic orthodoxy because of their refusal to bend to their inclinations.

It is one thing to criticise paths followed by others, but another to adopt approaches that
conform more perfectly to those which God has indicated to be his will. Paul's advice to Timothy
in 2 Timothy 2:2 is as sound as it ever was and the lesson in Ephesians 4:11-16, equally so.
Titus 1:9, particularly taken in proper connection with verse 5, also points to the need for local
men of spiritual maturity to see the teaching and defence of sound doctrine as a major facet
of their responsibility as a congregation's shepherds. Again, writing to Titus, Paul's inspired
instruction to "avoid foolish controversies" along with the rest of that section from verse 1 to
verse 11 in chapter 3, is worthy of diligent attention and practice.

Advice and better instruction in the word than may be readily available locally are, in my view,
scripturally legitimate subjects of request, but not so legislation or imposition of required
tenets of belief or tests of suitability for fellowship applied either overtly or via covert, coldshoulder coolness.

SUMMARY

If anyone had the right to 'throw his weight about' with any congregation, it may well have
been the apostle Paul to the wayward Corinthians. Yet notice what he wrote to them in 2
Corinthians 1:24: "Not that we lord it over your faith, but we work with you for your joy,
because it is by faitli tliat you stand firm".

WILL CIF QOD
(Andrew P Sharp)

The world passeth away and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God, abideth
forever" 1 JOHN 2:17.

Brethren, without a doubt, the only life worth living, is the Christian life.
How comforting the words ring out, "He that doeth the will of God abideth forever". We should
note the following: "doeth the will of God", present tense. Not, "he that hath done, but doeth":
not past but present.
It is a full Christian life, that will have the assurance - the hope - the certainty of life eternal.
The Christian "doing" the will of God will be blessed abundantly.

1 PETER 4:2 exhorts us to live, not to the lusts of men, but to the will of God. Brethren, we
must find and do the will of God, in our own individual lives, to the betterment of self, the
church, and Christian community. In the world, oh yes, but not of it.
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As such, if we live, and God is not playing an important part in it, our life is in need of serious
adjustment and needs seeing to. Consequently, we must find the route, and source the will of
God, and follow it.
UGHT OF copy WORD

In darkness we need light to show the way. To find the source of Gods' will, we need to turn
on the light of Gods' word. Gods' revelation to man, the word is filled with direct commands
and clear principles for living: it gives unmistakeable direction to the will of God.
"Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path" PSALM 119:105.

The psalmist of old could write these words with sincerity. Where do we stand today? Are we
missing out? Are we failing to find Gods' will for the individual? Every page of scripture shows
to us some insight or other. The question remains: Do we see it, and act upon it?
UGHT OF THE INPWELUNG SPIRIT

Thegiftof the Holy Spirit has been given to us to use. It is a giftfrom God. We tend to strangle
the Spiritthat liveswithin. He is pushed into a corner, unused. Jesus the Christ, before he went
to glory, gave us the promise:

"I will pray to the Father and he shall give you another Comfort:er" JOHN 14:16.

^

This is a reference, of course, to the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is indeed the "Spirit of Truth". His
directive is both true and reliable. We can follow in confidence.

Prayer is the answer. Prayer and more prayer. Check it, try it, use it! It brings closer working
of the spirit. "It is the spiritthat quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing. The words that I speak
unto you, they are spirit, and they are life" JOHN 6:63.
Jesus makes the statement: "I am the way, the truth, and the life" JOHN 14:6
UGHT OF PERSONAL DESIRE

To be an effective Christian, we should desire more spirituality in our beings. Again this is
realised in meditation, prayer and reading of the scripture. It is known that God the Spirit will
never lead the individual into something unsuitable, both for Church and self.

Talents granted us should be utilised to the full. In our mutual ministry, we tend to over-react
at times. We seek to do all things, sadly to say, to the detriment of worship.
Taking stock of what we can do effectively and heeding the Spirit, we will in turn, be used to
the glory of God, and the advancement of the Church.

"Follow after love, and desire spiritual gifts." These words of Paul we take to our hearts.
UGHTOFCIRCUMSTANinF

A wise man has said, "the Lord leads by opportunity", and that is true.

In scripture we find men and women who responded, gloriously, to an opportunity placed
before them, the result being a successful venture. God in his wisdom creates many —

opportunities for the individual. However, it is the individual who must act upon it, one way or'^^

the other, to grasp it or not.

God can, and will, and does, open doors. All the individual needs do is step boldly through in

faith. Let us not forget that, "all things work for good, to them that love the Lord".

It is the will of God that we should be happy, contented, and used of the Spirit, to greater
things. The Spirit we have: let us use him, often, abundantly. Various lights have been made
available to all Christians. We should use and take advantage of all that has been given us by
God.

Are you used of God? Is your life a channel of blessing? Are you living abundantly?
If not, we need heed the lights afforded us. It is the will of God, that we live a life of blessing.
Brethren, Let us seek the will of God and use it effectively, both for self. Church, and the
Christian community.
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"Let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us looking
unto Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith"

BE INSPIRED...
To run the race
In my first editorial some 7 years ago now, I wrote that one of my ambitions for the SS
was to reflect the fact that as Christians we do not live in some kind of God-protected
bubble that immunizes us from the effects of the world that we temporarily inhabit. That
article reflected on the fact that the practice of Christianity in the real world is every bit

as important, if not more so, than the capaci^ to 'intellectualise' every nuance of
scripture, In January 2003 I wrote: "What I'm driving at is that there is a place in your
magazine for helping your fellow Christians by telling them how you coped with situations
that may be common to many people. Have you had doubts about your faith and come
through, or felt lonely at school or in the workplace because of your beliefs, or gained
strength from your faith to cope with the sickness or death of a loved one? If you have
had experiences in your Christian lifethat can be helpful to your fellow travellers, then let's
share them."

As editor, I've largely failed in that ambition. However this edition contains a poignant
example of the kind of openness and frankness that surely can only be of help to other
Christian men and women faced with the kind of personal circumstances that Ernest and
June Makin from the church in Wigan are having to contend with. For several years now
June, a Christian of high intellect, quiet dignity and unwavering faith, has suffered from
Alzheimer's disease with all the debilitating and progressive consequences that
characterize that condition. As he explains, Ernest, himself a brother of deep faith, has had

^ come to terms with a changed relationship, a progressive 'emotional'and 'spiritual' loss
espite June's enduring physical presence, and clearly it hurts and raises questions.

Of course, Ernest and June are not alone in their trials. Christians do suffer emotionally
and physically; in an instant Christians suffer loss and grief; others are faced with the need

to become long-term and loving carers as a result of illness or disability. I will always say
that I believe that I have learned something of the true meaning of love from the selfsacrifice that has been demonstrated by such people - and of which, of course, the selfsacrifice of Jesus is the ultimate example.
Ernest's 'article' is both sad and poignant, but ultimately it is also uplifting and loving. I
hope that many will find comfort in it. Our prayers are with all who suffer, and all who care.

Contents: 1 - Be Inspired; 2 - Thanks Be To God; 4 - Question Box;
8 - Thinking Out Loud; 10 - Preaching; 15 - News & Info.

(Ernest Makin, Wigan)

When we celebrate the coming of Jesus into the world it is apposite to remind the
world that at the centre of the greatest love story is the good news narrative of the
greatest gift.

'A SAVIOUR WHO IS THE CHRIST THE LORD'
Wrapped in the love of God and additional to the gift of a Son is a precious gift to
each of us. We live in this 'earthly tabernacle' for 'three score years', more or less.
We use that gift in a life which is ephemeral and transient as we see fit, exercising
the wonderful quality of freedom of thought and action to a degree which offends or
pleases our Creator; which improves or damages the society in which we temporally
reside; which is either God oriented or motivated by selfishness to the detriment of
our fellows. We will never earn an eternal home with God by the exercise of goodness

or Godlike living; who knows what that is? It is by the faith of the individual, a
surrender to the Christ of the New Testament, foreshadowed in the Old Testament

that we will overcome and be welcomed into eternity by a Father whose essence'^
love and a delight in His faithful children.

That faith in the Christ is the dynamic that, by the exercise of individual choice, drives
and controls the believing life in every corner of its existence. I am not unique, nor
special nor different from my fellows. I spend my life, exercising my free will in the
pursuit of an understanding of what my Father, through the Christ and indwelt by His
Holy Spirit, demands of me. This pursuit is lifelong, exercises every human emotion
and passion we possess in our psyche and is an essential part of the life of every
Christian in every living situation, every conversation and in the very essence of our
being. We dare not forget for one jot of time that we are the children of God
stewarding a life given to us for safe and faithful keeping until a loving Father
reclaims the soul, which is His.

We each experience joys and sadness, times that the late Leonard Morgan described
as 'mountain top and dark valley' experiences. Some of us will become the victim of
life tragedies of varying degree while others will enjoy a strife free living. I write this
article in the hope that it may encourage my fellows along the way; and it is about a
debilitating and enervating ten year experience which has been the experience of my
family since 1999 and which, without faith in the Christ, I would not have been able
to understand, cope with and emerge from, in my humble view, victorious. It is about
a terrible mental disfiguring disease classified as Alzheimer's to which my wife June
fell prey in 1999 and has been experiencing a downward mental spiral ever since.
June, a member of Mensa, with degrees and higher degrees in English Literature and
studying for a doctorate, collapsed in the Rhine Valley in 1999 and on recovawi.

wanted only to be with her mum and dad; unfortunately they had both died so;

fifteen years previously. And sadly I no longer was recognised as her husband but
was 'that man over there'. Short and long-term memory was quickly dissipated. No
longer able to speak, walk, complete the most simple of social tasks nor feed herself
she now lives in a world of the demented, to which there is no key nor any door of
which I am aware; nor is there a cure.

I am your son, Abba; why June? Have I displeased you? How can a Father's love allow
this to happen to a believing son and daughter? All these questions and many more
crowd in the mind. I have come to the conclusion that this is destructive negativity,

morally and philosophically untenable; and why shouldn't it be my family rather than
another? The initial desire to join the imprecatory psalm writers was there, but very

^

soon was so apparently pointless. There was a need to be faithfully positive. We had
a caring situation on our hands and care had to be exercised in the best way possible.
And what better way than in a faith driven care. Jesus cares, Jesus is compassion,
Jesus does grieve, Jesus cried, Jesus went without sleep and He was a man who
experienced all, and in a much greater degree than I would ever have to face. The
Man was humiliated. He was brutalised. He was let down and betrayed by His friends
and ultimately He was murdered - and while this was happening He was caring for
me. By exercising the same love, fortitude, patience and understanding I too could
'give thanks to God for my life'. It becomes relatively easy to live when the dynamic
is Jesus. But one has to understand who He is; what He has done; why He did it and
how much He loves. When one finds answers to these questions you develop a

philosophy of life; grief is dammed; compassion becomes keener; love is exercised
and strengthened and all the qualities of divinity find play in the caring life.
I regularly sit, kneel, lie down and pray to a loving Heavenly Father. HE ANSWERS ME
THROUGH HIS WORD. My Father knows what we face in this life and He will not tempt
us beyond our endurance; and He will give us answers as we read His Word, enter
into His mind and faithfully exercise our character as His faithful children and disciples
and give full and free play to His Holy Spirit in our daily living.

^Aflrieve and shed tears for what June and I had before this awful disease claimed
r; I mourn what she was and what she has become. But 'thanks be to God' that
He has given us life and a blueprint for living which allows us the freedom to care, to
love, to grieve, to shed tears, to laugh when small things go awry, to exercise
compassion and above all to share in His divine nature in this life so that we may
meet every situation that comes our way.

Disease will not depart the human landscape until Jesus comes again. No matter how
long is the gift of our transient lives; be they long or short, God would have us order
our daily living by a faith in His Son, Jesus, the Christ. That faith is defined for our
salvation in the Word of God. Hence only by immersing ourselves in that Word do we
begin to understand the mind of a loving Father who gives us the knowledge, the
fortitude the perseverance and the joyfulness to cope and live victoriously.

June's Alzheimer's must not be regarded as an intractable problem; it is a cause for
grief, tears and sadness; but above all it is an opportunity in which I, as a Christian,
must order my life by faith and love. That faith and love, even before time itself,
ordained that the Christ would die caring for me and for you. Such faith and love
combined are very powerful elements in ordering one's life and they were the
dynamic which drove the Son of God along the desert tracks to Jerusalem to a cruel
death of which He was aware.

We are not alone in our grief nor is despair the victor. We share with our faith and
our love a divine hope that the God, whose promises are reliable, will reward a faith
in His Son, the Christ. Hope is a sign-posted pathway to eternity and a palliative to
those sad affairs we experience in this life. God has designed hope to be comforting
His children who suffer; hope carries us through the dark night of grief and
jstroys despair. Faith, love and all embracing hope are God given gifts to combat
the wiles of the Prince of the Air and will result in ultimate triumph. There is no
mental or physical cure waiting around the next corner for June but THANKS BE TO
GOD' that we are given the spiritual gifts and the personal qualities to overcome that
which is evil in this life. God will bless all His children in this life and we are multi

blessed if we allow hope, love and a faith in the Christ to become the mainspring of
our living.
Contact details for Ernest:
Home: 01204 594458 Mob: 07745 563589

21 The Brook Building, Deakins Mill Way, Egerton, Bolton BL7 9YU

QUESTION:

%

Has evolution been proved to be afact? ^

.

Does it disprove the Biblical account of

creation?

.

^
^

• *

^

We looked at a similar question some time ago, but the current celebration of the birth of Charles
Darwin, who was born in 1809, has brought the subject into the limelight again, because he Is
popularly credited with the discovery of 'Evolution'.
Of course, it is quite impossible to deal with it at length, in the space available to us, but here are a few
suggestions and facts, with which you may confidently deal with any 'Evolutionist' you may happen to meet.
First I suggest that you should never allow an Evolutionist the luxury of asking all the questions! You should
exercise the right to ask a few questions yourself, and the first question I would ask is: "Do you believe in
Miracles?" The answer will almost certainlybe, 'No!'Askthen how he would define a miracle; inother words; What
is a Miracle? And he will be compelled to say that he believes it is 'something that is impossible'.
You may then tell him that he, therefore, cannot believe in Evolution, because it depends on two
events, which, by his own admission, cannot happen. These are:
1. Spontaneous Generation
2. The Transmutation of Species.

This claims that lifecame into existence where, before, there had been no life! And this must surely take stronger
faith to believe, than to believe that an intelligent Creator, whom we call GOD, created life.
The question - which you should ask - "Which came first: the HEN or the EGG?" Yes! It is an old question! In
fact, it is a question dating back to PLUTOCRAT, the Roman writer who was born in 46 AD, but it is an Important
question because it reminds us that everything we see is an 'effect', and an 'effect' must have a 'cause'.
Nothing comes from anything. The Greeks said, "Something IS, therefore something IV/IS". We cannot go back,
saying, "Hen from Egg, Egg from Hen; Hen from Egg..." Vie must eventually say that one or other - either the
HEN or the EGG - was created: lifeis dependent on antecedent life. 'Antecedent' means 'going before'.

Ask the person who believes in Evolution, "Where did the first living things come from? If they came from
NOTHING, please explain how it happened!"
They have spoken of the "Nebular Theory", which runs like this: "Let us suppose that FORCE and MATTER have
always existed! (Notice the 'suppose'!) This FORCE - which came from - nobody l(nows WHERE, exerted itselfon
this MATTER - which came into existence nobody Icnows HOW • and the Universe was cresfed."
You will notice that they never offer to tell you where, or how, the Force and the Matter originated. In fact, an
item In the "Daily Telegraph" some years ago (and I have the article In front of me as I write this) - is headed:
"Evolutionary Theories Hopelessly Outdated".
Prof. EDGAR H. ANDREWS. Professor of Materials at London University and Headof the Departmentof Sciencv
Queen Mary College, gave evidence before an IndustrialTribunal. In his testimony he stated that the theories of
people likeSir Fred Hoyle, were 'almost completely discredited', and he stated that the education syllabus which
required teachers to teach Hoyle's theory of 'continuous creation' was: 'An attempt to avoid accepting that
there was ever a start in the universe, That it never had a beginning, and that matter was
continuously being destroyed and re-created.
Prof. Andrews also informed the Tribunal, that this theory was different from the 'current scientific view': ''This
is, that there was an origin, referred to colloquially as 'the Big Bang', to describe the suddenness of
the beginning of the universe".
He said, "Evolution is still an unproven hypothesis. There are overwhelming arguments against its

validity."
So, even according to the latest theory, weare backto a Beginning! Butwe are stillnot toldwhat, or who, caused
the 'Big Bang', that createdthe Universe! And to propose an 'effect'without an adequate'cause', is just as much
an act of faith on the part of the person who believes in Evolution, as is the Christian's belief in an Intelligent
Creator.

Youshould persist in demanding to know: "HOW did it all happen? And WHERE did Life come from?
Incidentally, if you are ever asked, "Who made GOD?" Just pointout that this is not the CLEVER question that
some people think it is. It is NOT a clever question, because the two words 'made' and 'God' do not belong
together. There are words that 'fly apart' the moment you put them together, because they do not 'fit'. Try
imagining a 'dry raindrop', or a 'lead balloon'. One word is an adjective = 'dry', 'lead', whilst the others are nouns
= 'raindrop', 'balloon'. Adjectives are words, which qualify nouns, and they are meantto belong together. Butnot
ail adjectives match all nouns.
So with the words 'made God'. In this case, 'made' and 'God' cannot be joinedtogether. If God were 'made', He
would not be 'God', because the concept of 'God' implies a Being who was never 'made', and who did not have a
beginning.

But to return to our 'hen and eao'. The hen and the egg are SECONDARY CAUSES, which means that once they
havebeen brought intoexistence they can continue to produce eachother. ThePRIMARY CAUSE - the First Cause

/«M^ho created them, is God.
The logical conclusion is this: either everything we see around us is the result of intelligent,
orderly Design or, the Universe and everything in it, is an accident that came into
existence by BLIND CHANCE.
I know which view I prefer to take!
ARISTOTLE, who was known as ''Master of those who Know", because of his all-round knowledge, spoke of the
origin of thingsand declared that there are THREE FACTORS in the formation of the world.
1. Matter- which is moved, and does not moveanything.
2. Nature - which is moved, and which can move itself.
3. God - Who moves everything, and is Himself unmoved.
2. ^TRANSMUTAHON

This is the name given to the theory, which claims that one form of life - one 'species' - changed into another
form of life, or species ('Trans' = across; 'Mutation' = change. 'Evolution' comes from 'e volvo' Latin for'I turn').

The Question is; Is it TRUE that one KIND ofcreature has changed - or can change - into a creature ofan entirely
different KIND? Sometimes, those who advocate Evolution do not realise how ridiculous they makethemselves.
Forinstance LAMARCK, the Frenchman advanced a theory known as "TheTheoryof Acauired Characteristics". This

declared that the ' GIRAFFE acquired its long neck, NOT because it was designed that way, butbecause, ina time
of famine, it had to stretch up to leaves which were high on the trees!

And the SNAKE once had legs, which it lost through crawling through knot-holes in trees, when escaping from
birds!

/••^d, speaking of birds-HAROLD FIRBANS^ in 'Home Geography', page 142, offers us this piece of'evolutionist
cience'.

"If birds could talk, what stories we might hear. We might learn of a time, ever so long ago, when
their grandfathers were not birds at all. Then, they could not fly, for they had neither wings nor
feathers. These grandfathers of our birds had four legs, a long tail and jaws and teeth."
What a pity! "If birds could talk?" If birds could LAUGH, they would laugh their feathers off at such ridiculous
nonsense. But, this is one of the ways in which 'evolution' is supposed to havetaken place.
REMEMBER! We are not denying that changes may take place within the KIND or SPECIES.
MODIFICAHON or VARIAHON is one thing; MUTAnON is another matter entirely!
It delivers the deathblow to the theory of Evolution.

Why?

1. Because MUTATIONS rarely happen. Most genes mutateonly oncein 100,000 generations or more("World
Book Encyclopaedia"). One Evolutionist, C.H. WADDINGTON stated that the odds are probably one in a
million.

2.

Good MUTATIONS are even morerare. HERMAN MULLER savs. ""Most mutations are bad. In fact, goodones
are so rare that we can consider them ALL bad".

Dr. WILLIAM J.TINKLE. whowas a noted Geneticist, has stated that; "No mutationis on record which would make
an animalor plant better organised, or place it in a highercategorythan its ancestors."

GEORGE G. SIMPSON, the American Paleontologist, who himself was an Evolutionist, stated that, ifthere was an
effective breeding population of 100 million individuals, and they produced a new generation DAILY, the likelihood
of a good evolutionary mutation could be expected about oncein 274 BILLION years.
Now, when youconsider that evolutionists themselves generally believe the EARTH to be about4 to 5 billion years
old, you can see the problem. And, by the way, Simpson speaks of ONE mutation in 274 billion years. But
rememberyou need TWO to breed! AND to really mess things up; let it be stated that Mutations are always sterile!
No wonder Simpson became a little exasperated and said: ''Unless there is an unknown factor tremendously
increasing the chance of simultaneous mutations, such a process has played no part whatever in Evolution"
("Major Features of Evolution" 1953).

In other words, the case for Evolution cannot be supported by the Mutation Theory.
WHY IS TRANSMUTATION IMPOSSIBLE?

There is a simple reason why change from one species of creature to another does not occur. Living cellsare
composed of protons, neutrons and electrons, and every cell has its own Mitotic Pattern. (Mitosis is the method
of celldivision in which the nucleus of the celldivides to create 'daughter' cells,each of which containsthe same
number of chromosomes as its parent cell).

These chromosomes are responsible forcarrying the characteristics that are inherited by the offspring. In other
words, the law of nature - as the Bible says - is \ike produces like". Dogs do not produce cats!
That 'Mitotic Pattern' is likethe fingerprint of the cell, and the cell is identifiable by the pattern contained within
it. Interferewith the cell - try to changethe pattern - and the cell will die. Or, at best, maybe produce a Mutant
- if you can waitso long!

Suppose the cell was invaded byan alien body. That would breakup the pattem and the cell would die.You cannot
change the Mitotic Pattern characteristic of one cell, into the pattem that is characteristic of another kind.
INTERFERENCE PRODUCES DEATH.

This is one reason why it may be possible to detect the onset of Cancer by observing the condition of the cell.
And this is also why Mutations turn out to be bad. Nature has placed boundaries - or limits - that cannot be
overstepped without causingdamage.
It is interesting to noticethat the Bible, in Paul's Firstletter to the Corinthians, chapter 15:39, hints at this, when
it speaks of different kinds of 'flesh' - of birds and fish and other living things. The cell of one KIND of creature

cannot be changed into the cell of another. This is why itis nonsense to talk about RSH becoming Amphibian'^
and then Mammals swinging from trees!

Another important fact is that each living cell is extremely complex, containing within itselfthe coded information
that IDENTIFIES the cell, inthe form of DNA. "DEOXYRIBONUCLEIC ACID", pronounced 'dee oxy rybo nucleic acid'
It is claimed that each cell contains enough information to fill a 1000 volume set of Encyclopaedias. ("Reader's
Digest" Oct 1962.)
This reveals the extremecomplexity ofa living cell, and it alsoreveals why it is impossible forscientists to produce
life in a laboratory.
KORNBERG tried to do this. In 1957 he analysed a cell chemically and discovered that it had SIX bits of known
DNA, = sugar, phosphates and four bases, amino acids, etc. But he was unable to produce a living cell. The

chances of finding the right chemical combination which might produce Life, has been calculated as 1 x 10,243
Billion!

The French Mathematician. DU NQUY. recl<oned that it would take this to produce just ONE molecule of protein.

3. Another topic popular amono Evolutionists is the supposed existence ofVESTIGIAL ORGANS.

These are organs of the human body, which. Evolutionists claim, have become unnecessary, because, theysay,
we have outgrown them and are now useless - because wehave 'evolved'.
WEDERSHEIM oriQinallv listed 180ofthese 'nowuseless'parts ofthe human body, and the listincluded TONSILS,
and the APPENDIX - to name two with which everyone mustbe familiar! But SIR ARTHUR KEITH. President ofthe
Royal College ofSurgeons, pointed outthat it was dangerous to brand as useless an organ rich in blood-supply,
and which continues to grow to the 20thyearof a person's life andsometimes to the 50thyear.
As forthe TONSILS: there was a time when doctors removed children's' tonsils 'at the dropof a hat', so to speak!
ButTonsils are now backinfeshion! We now know that they are important because they produce antibodies, and,

to quote SIR ARTHUR KEITH . today "No-one would describe them as vestigial.'
In fact, ofthe list of the 180human organs originally supposed to be useless, only SIX remain, and the doctors
are hesitant to brand them as 'vestigial', because theyinclude the pituitary andadrenal glands. Soanother alleged
'proof of Evolution has been demolished!
THE FOSSIL RECORD

If Evolution has actually taken place, the one thing that would prove it conclusively would be forthe scientists to
produce the Fossils that show the successive links. Notice, I said 'links' - plural. Talk about the'Missing Link' is
laughable, because it is nota 'link' that is missing, butan entire 'chain'. All the so-called intermediate forms are
missing.

The fossils reveal evidence of Apes and Men, but in spite of all the fantastic and fanciful claims of Evolutionists,
no'Ape-Men'. And those who really understand Evolution know thisis true.
If we had the timewe could look at'the Piltdown Man, 'Nebraska Man', Java Man', Neanderthaal Man, allof whom
have, at one time or another, been paraded before the public as 'links'between Man and the Apes. We do not
hear a great deal about this today! And the reason?
Prof. PATRICK GEDDES. of EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY, and Prpt J.A.THOM$ON, Of ABERDEEN UNtVERSITY, said,

when questioned concerning Man's origin: "IVe donotknow whence he emerged. Nor do we know how manarose,
forit must be admitted that the factors of the evolution of Man partake largely of the nature of 'MAYBE'S', which
have no permanentposition in science."

Prof. JOHN TYNDALL. the Physicist who became Professor at the Royal Instituteand who was contemporary with
DARWIN and HUXLEY, said candidly, "Those who holdthe doctrine of Evolution are by no meansignorantof the
uncertaintyof their data".

LORD KELVIN, arguably SCOTLAND'S greatestscientist, stated: '7 am ready to accept as an article of Mh in
Science, valid forall time and allspace, that Ufe is produced by Ufe and ONLY by Life".
Even HERBERT SPENCER, who was nicknamed "Darwin's Bulldog", because he defended Darwin from his critics,

,<^id referring to the Theory ofEvolution, in a rare moment of candour, "This isan hypothesis, I readily admit,
lat it may never be anything moreseems probable. That, even in its more defensive shape, there are serious
difTiculties in its way, I cheerfully acknowledge."
The question that demands an answer is this: WHY DO SCIENTISTS ACCEPT AN UNPROVEN HYPOTHESIS?

They accept it because they do not wish to accept the existence of a Creator. Many years ago I heard Prof.
D.M.S.WATSON state: "Evolution itselfis acceptedby zoologist, NOT because it has been observedto occur, or
can be proved by logical, coherent evidence. But because the ONLY alternative, Special Creation, is clearly
incredible". Watson was a confessed atheist.

Prof. LT.MORE made a similar acknowledgement. "The moreonestudiesPalaeontology (fossils) the morecertain
one becomes that Evolution is based on faithalone. TTie onlyalternativeis the doctrineof SpecialCreation, which

may be true, but is irrational".

In his "LIFE AND LETTERS" vol. 3. page 25. Darwin himself wrote: 'We cannot prove that one species has
changed." "There are 2 or3 million species onEarth...but it must besaidtoday, inspiteofalltheefforts oftrained
observers, not one change of soecies with another is on record".

In other words, Evolution is a theory - nothing more.
Let us give the last word to CHARLES DARWIN

The first edition of Darwin's worl<, 'On the Origin of Species', which has become the 'Bible' of atheistic
Evolutionists, and which was first published in 1859, when he was 50 years old, concluded with his own
assessment of his theory. Not surprisingly, this statement was removed in later revisions of the book.
He said: "THERE IS A GRANDEUR IN THIS VIEW OF UFE, WITH ITS SEVERAL POWERS HAVING BEEN
ORIGINALLY BREATHED BY THE CREATOR INTO MANY FORMS OR FEW".

Questions to: FrankWorgan, 11, Stanier Road, Corby, Northants, NN17 IXP

Thinking Out Loud
Ian S. Davidson: Motherwell

IPflCG, TlfflC nilD GTCRniTY
I have always been fascinated by outer space. It is the distances that get me. The
moon is 1.3 light seconds from earth; the sun, 8.3 light minutes; Pluto, 5.3 light
hours; Big Dipper stars, 100 light years; Andromeda, 2 million light-years and
Quasars, 10 billion light-years. I would remind you that the speed of light is 186,000
miles per second. Take the example of Pluto, which, of course, is a planet in our solar
system. By jet plane it would take 850 years to reach it. Alpha Centauri is a triple
star, the faintest component of which, Proxima Centauri, is the nearest star to our

sun, at about 4.3 light-years' distance. A spacecraft would take 100,000 years to
reach it. The Milky Way consists of 100 billion stars. A jet plane would take more than
100 thousand million years to cross it. If the distance from the earth to the sun (93
million miles) is one inch, then the distance to Proxima Centauri would be the equiv
alent of 4 miles and to the centre of our galaxy 25000 miles. No wonder someone
once wrote: "Astronomy hints at God's eternity, immensity and infinity."

The best definition of space I have come across is: "Space is the realm in which things
exist." Without space there can be no sun, planets and stars. Without space there
can be no earth and, therefore, no us." We read in Genesis: "In the beginning God
created the heaven and the earth" (1:1). Henry 1^. Morris has written: "The word in

Hebrew is shamaylm...It seems that the essential meaning of the word corresponds
to our modern space, such as when we speak of the universe as a universe of spaca^
and time".

'

TlfflC
Time is the realm in which things change. The phrase "In the beginning..." in Genesis
1:1 speaks of the beginning of time. As Morris has pointed out: "The universe is
actually a continuum of space, matter and time, no one of which can have a mean

ingful existence without the other two". We divide time into seconds, minutes, hours,
days, weeks, years, decades, centuries and millennia. We speak of yesterday, today
and tomorrow and past, present and future. Much has been written on the subject
of time. We often come upon phrases and sentences such as: "Once upon a time";
"The corridors of time"; "In due time"; "The time has come"; "Time is the great
8
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physician"; "In our time"; "Time is on our side"; "No time lil<e the present"; "No man
has seen God at any time"; "The sands of time"; "Peace in our time"; "Time, like
an ever-rolling stream, bears all its sons away"; "The time Is drawing near"; "Time
remembered"; and many, many more.

Solomon's words cannot be overlooked. "To everything there is a season, and a time
for every purpose under the heaven: A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to
plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal;
a time to break down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a time to cast away stones, and a time to
gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; a
time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; a time to
read, and a time to sow; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; a time to love,
and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace" ( Ecclesiastes 3: 1- 8).

CTERniTY
W. Carl Ketcherside has written: "As to the question about time, I realise that there
are some philosophers who regard it as a dynamic. I disagree with them... And this
rompts me to say a few words about those of my good brethren who differentiate
tween 'time' and 'eternity'. There is no such logical distinction that is valid. Eternity

did not end in order for time to begin. Time will not end in order for eternity to begin
or resume. What we call time is simply our way of measuring that segment of eter
nity in which our existence is cast. Eternity has no past, present or future, although
man has, so time marks only the scope of existence of humanity in the broader realm
of eternity. Time is for man. Neither God nor lower animals would require it!

I took a funeral the other day. I told the hundred plus mourners that the lady we
knew and loved was not behind the curtains of the crematorium. Her body was, but
she was now in the realm of eternity: a realm as real as the one we experience on
earth from day to day. A lot of people think that there is nothing beyond this scene
of space and time. They could not be more wrong. The New Testament is clear as to
what happens on the death of an individual. A study of Hades, for example, is a
worthwhile exercise.

God is not subject to time and space as we are. But the wonderful thing to me is that
once in the history of the space-time continuum there was a Divine breakthrough in
the form of a person - Jesus of Nazareth. It really is staggering to think about that.
What a subject God and Eternity is! In his book Mere Christianity C.S. Lewis had this
to say: "But suppose God is outside and above the Time-line. In that case, what we
call 'tomorrow' is visible to Him in just the same way as what we call 'today'. All the
days are 'Now' for Him. He does not remember you doing things yesterday; He sim
ply sees you doing them, because, though you have lost yesterday. He has not. He
does not 'foresee' you doing things tomorrow; He simply sees you doing them;

^,^ecause, though tomorrow is not yet there for you, it is for Him. You never supposed

»at your actions at this moment were any less free because God knows what you
are doing. Well, He knows your tomorrow's actions in just the same way - because
He is already in tomorrow and can simply watch you. In a sense He does not know
your action till you have done it: but then the moment at which you have done it is
already 'Now' for Him.

nnni tiiougiiti
This universe had a beginning and it will have an end. The Bible is clear on that. But
God has no beginning or end. He is the eternal one. All of us should seek eternal life.
But what is eternal life? Simply, it is nothing other than the life of God Himself. "The

gift of Jesus Christ here and now is a foretaste of the life Divine" (William Barclay).

WHY DO WE HAVE PREACHING
(Ian Grants Corby)

SUBJECT: HISTORY AND LEARNING
While an historical series on the television might well be seen as entertaining, the
idea that there might be something to learn from the past is not a thought that 21st
century man entertains to any great degree. After all the progress that we have
made, and continue to make, what could we possibly learn from the past, other than
that life for earlier generations must have been difficult without the benefits of
modern technology? How did they ever survive without the mobile phone or the
internet or our modern highways? Life must have been very primitive and difficult for
them without washing machines, and microwaves and television, to say nothing of
gaming consoles, take-away and electric toothbrushes.
Modern man might well see what is new as being very relevant, and history as of little
value, other than to history buffs, but God does not see it that way at all. Indeed, thg^

Bible is a history book in that what God has done to save mankind unfolds in histoi^'i
itself; it is the history of redemption. God places a high priority on learning from tht
past and that can be seen in the Old Testament which was written for our learning
(Romans 15:4). This is not learning for the sake of learning, for Paul wrote that by
learning from the Old Testament of the faithfulness of God and how it points forward
to Jesus and the blessings that God has provided in the past, that it will give us hope
today.
LEARNING FROM THE PAST

The need to learn from the past is not a new thing dreamt up by God to keep
Christians busy. The books of the law were written for more than listing the do's and
do nots that were to govern the behaviour of the Jews in the Promised Land. The
book of Genesis is a history book and in particular it records the call of Abraham.
Should the Jews have learnt from secular history that one of their forbears, Abraham,
had left his home in Ur of the Chaldeans and moved to Canaan, why would they have
paid one whit of attention to it? People without number have left their homes and
moved to another country. Someone with an interest in genealogies might have
researched the records and put together a family tree that went back to Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, which would then be likely to have gathered dust on some shelf,
only to be dusted off by someone in the future with an interest in his family heritage.
Beyond curiosity what would be the point of knowing that the nation was descended
from a man who had left Ur?

However, Abraham was important to the Jews of every generation (2 Kings 13:23;
John 8:30-59), for God had acted in history to call Abraham out of Ur (Genesis 12:1-

9; Acts 7:1-8; Hebrews 11:8-20) and had made a covenant with Abraham (Genes^^^
15:18-21; Acts 3:25-26) that promised future blessings for his descendants and ai.
nations. The point is, that it is only with knowledge of what had happened in history,
that Abraham's move to the land of Canaan could be seen to be relevant to future

generations. Further, while what God had done in the past was germane to the Jewish
nation down through time, God's act in history in calling Abraham needed to be
explained, for without God revealing the meaning of what he had done, how could
anyone have known the purpose of what God was doing? Thus the calling of Abraham
was not merely of passing importance, but of enduring truth, and relevant to every
succeeding generation.

The same is true of the Exodus and the Passover. If secular history had recorded that
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the Jews had left Egypt that would hardly have merited a great deal of attention,
beyond curiosity. God knew that the past could have a good Influence upon the
present. Thus, when the children of Israel left Egypt, the Passover was instituted to
remind future generations that God, when he had struck the firstborn of the

Egyptians, had passed over the first-born of the children of Israel (Exodus chapter
12). The Feast of Unleavened bread had a similar purpose (Exodus 13:1-10), as did
the Law of the firstborn (11-16). The meaning of the exodus was to be found in that
the children of Israel did not simply leave Egypt, or even escape from Egypt, but God
delivered his people from Egyptian slavery, in the face of fierce opposition from
Pharaoh and his mighty army, for a future purpose. However, without God revealing
the meaning of the exodus, the children of Israel could have concluded that it was all
down to Moses ability or that God had delivered them because of their own good
character (Deuteronomy 9:1-29), and that was the end of the matter.
When the nation of Israel entered the Promised Land, they set up a pile of stones
taken from the river Jordan to remind future generations that the people had crossed
over the Jordan on dry land (Joshua chapter 4).
God knew that the past has a real impact upon the present (Joshua 2:10-11; 1
Samuel 15:6). Of such importance was what had happened in the past that each

^ii«eneration was to be taught about their history and about what God had done
Deuteronomy 6:1-25). Moses warned that generation not to forget God's delivering
acts and his past mercies, but also to be ready for their children's questions, and to
teach diligently their children about God's deliverance and blessings. Each generation
was to know their history and its meaning and to teach it and the meaning to their
children. Israel failed to take this to heart and as a result God through Hosea warned
them, 'My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected
knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest for me; because you have
forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children.' (Hosea 4:6). The
nation did not heed the warning, and while it did not happen overnight, around 30
years later, the northern kingdom Israel was taken into captivity.
Again, the kingship of David would perhaps have attracted a little more attention than
normal, because of David's remarkable exploits. Nevertheless, his kingship would
have been indistinguishable from that of many of the kings of Israel and Judah
(whose names and reigns and exploits we have difficulty in recalling); it would have

been merely, another king, another reign. However, God revealed in history that he
made a promise to David that had real relevance to the Jews of Jesus' day (2 Samuel
7:1-17; Matthew 22:41-46; Acts 13:34). Here again God needed to explain the
meaning of the reign of David for future generations for that meaning could not have
been discerned simply from David's reign, or from some inner feeling.
APPEALING TO THE PAST

The Old Testament prophets and writers appealed numerous times to Israel's history
(Nehemiah 9:5-38; 1 Kings 8:14-61; Isaiah 10:26; 11:16; Jeremiah 2:6; 7:12-14;

^ekiel 16: 1-43; Hosea 2:15; 11:1-7; Amos 2:10; Micah 6:4; 7:15). The aim was
or the children of Israel to learn from the past and so change the present. Appeals
to their history were to provide comfort, to encourage trust in God to deliver them in
the face of calamity, as he had done so convincingly and spectacularly in the past.
History warned them of the consequences of disobedience and proved that they
ought to believe God when he said that he would punish them; but also it would give
hope for the future.
In the New Testament Stephen appealed to the history of the children of Israel and

that had a profound impact upon his listeners (Acts 6:8- 7:60). And, in the
synagogue in Antioch it was within the framework of what had happened in their
history that Paul argued that Jesus was the promised Saviour (Acts 13:16-52).
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RELEVANT TO US TODAY

But these events in history where God intervened are relevant, not only to the Jews,
but to us today (Acts 13:16-41; 1 Corinthians 5:7; 10:1-13; Gaiatians 3:6-9; 4:2131; Hebrews 11:32-12:29) because God has revealed their meaning. What has
happened in the past has real relevance to our daily Christian walk. A quick look at
the New Testament shows how surprisingly often the writers appealed to the past and
applied it to the present. Just as it applied to the present in New Testament times so
too it applies to the present today. One might ask what people living over two
thousand years ago could teach us In our modern post-industrial society. That
question could equally have been asked by modern sophisticated Corinth. What could
they learn from a bunch of ex-slaves wandering in the wilderness? Paul believed that
they needed to learn from the experience of the children of Israel in the wilderness
(1 Cor. 10:11-13), and we too need to learn from their experiences. The writer of the
book of Hebrews also saw the past as teaching Important lessons to Christians
(Hebrews 3:7-13).

The relevance of history is also to be seen in that the truth of Christianity is not to
be found in our feelings and intuitions but in objective history. The deliverance of the
Jews from Egypt is not something that can be discerned internally, but was an
objective event in time, as was God's leading them and providing for them, and giviB*^

them a land. The same is true of Jesus' death and his resurrection; it is an historil
event.

God's acts In history are public (Acts 26:26), and because they did happen in time
and space, are open to historical research; they are not subjective but objective.
Because we are dealing with objective history, that objectivity gives us a confidence
in that we can be certain that we have the truth. As such It is truth for every
generation, and every culture.
WE NEED GOD'S EXPLANATION
Further, while we could learn from secular history that Christ died, we need to hear
from God to know what meaning his death has for us. Like the people of old we
cannot determine what God is up to unless he tells us. The mystery, of which Paul
wrote, has been revealed (Ephesians 3:8-12); God has given us through the apostles,
the meaning of what he has done through Christ. The meaning of God's interventions
in the world is known to us because God has provided that meaning. The meaning is
not to be found in some inner voice or warm feeling, but rather it is objective. It is
not subjective and the result of someone's perceptions, and so perhaps true to me
but not to you. Rather, it was divinely given and does not change. As such it is truth
for all people of all time, in every place.
God's Interventions in history and his explanations of their meanings, are public,
objective and importantly, authoritative.
A SIMPLE TASK

Learning is essential to discover how God has intervened in history and also to fil
out the meaning of every act of God, for each act needs to have its meaning divinely
revealed for us to know the meaning. This requires serious learning and it is not
something that is peripheral or side salad. If learning is not needed then why have
the Bible at all? If we can simply do what we think is pleasing to God and that will
get us to heaven, then what need is there for the Bible? The problem is: 'O Lord, I
know the way of man is not in himself; it is not in man who walks to direct his own
steps' (Jeremiah 10:23). A knowledge of scripture is needed because in its pages we
have recorded for us God's interventions in history and their meaning as given by God
himself, along with how what he has done should have an impact upon our daily lives
(e.g. 1 Peter 1:17-21).
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Learning from history seems a simple enough task, but Israel's failure should warn
us that it is not straightforward (Hosea 4:6). The poor attendance at Bible classes
today also shows that it is not as simple as it at first appears. Other than for a few
people for whom history is their thing, most of us find the study of history hard work;
that includes studying the scripture.
One reason that we find learning so difficult is that we live in a time when truth is
equated with personal insight. Also the experience of the moment is seen as more
important than history. When those around us are looking for truth in private
intuition, that influences us to also seek it in the self. That of course is self-defeating
when truth is to be found in history and not in the self. That we are being influenced
by society can be seen in that we are beginning to see testimonials creeping in when
the apostles preached Christ and not their experiences.

Further, while sermons and lessons can be about what has happened in history, all
too often, there is little reference to the meaning of what happened; in other words
an event in scripture is studied historically, but application to life here in the 21st
century is either missing or briefly and hurriedly thrown in at the end of the lesson
almost as an afterthought. The reality is that we are not very good at going from
scripture to life and even less proficient at going from life to scripture.

^

CONCLUSION
.\/e know that God has acted in history and that culminated in Christ entering the
human situation where he died upon a cross some two thousand years ago in
Jerusalem. It has been revealed to us by God through the New Testament writers,
that as a result of Christ's death God now offers us forgiveness. None of that is a
matter of inner feelings and private intuitions; it was not discovered by human
insight, for it is a matter of history, which is external. Because it is historical, the
apostles delivered the facts that they had received from Jesus (1 Corinthians 11:2,
23; 2 Timothy 1:13; 2:2, 3:10) interpreted them, and then explained the
consequences for living life.

Because Christianity is objective then studying, teaching and learning are absolutely
essential and necessary. We cannot opt out by claiming that we are not great readers.
While we may find it uncomfortable the Bible is full of teaching. The saving word that
connects what God has done in history with what is happening in the lives of
Christians is to be preached in the worship service (Acts 20:7; 2 Timothy 4:2) and
we are expected to read the various New Testament letters (Colossians 4:16).
For the apostles history was not simply a case study of how God operates in the world
in order to help us understand his methods. Neither was it simply a study that put
some event or writing in its historical context along with the appropriate dates. The
apostles not only taught the facts about Christ and what happened in history, but
they interpreted the facts and gave the implications for the Christian life; they spelt
out in detail the specifics of how God's acts must change our lives (e.g. Rom. 12:115:21). They did far more than give us the big picture. But how many of us take the
time to look up the meaning of many of the words that we do not use in our every

-^ay language? If we are to preach and teach the word, we must make that connection
'letween what happened in history and the implications that has for everyday life in
specific concrete terms. That will involve looking up the meanings of many words and
explaining to people the implications for their daily lives, as well as practicing what
we learn ourselves. If we do not know the meaning of the various words that tell us
what to practice and what not to do, then how can we know if we are doing what we
are called to do by God?
Without a study of what God has done in the past we cannot know what we
are to do in the present, nor prepare for the future. Knowledge of the past
is crucial for our present happiness and our future home.
"Scripture taken from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.
Used by permission. All rights reserved."
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She will be missed for her timely help, and whilst

flew/ ond

the voice that enjoyed singing the songs of the

InfoffflolioA

Saviour will no more be heard, what a gathering
awaits when we all get home.
A service of thanksgiving was led by Brother
Michael Gaunt at the church building, followed by

Obituoru

to pay their last respects, and we will surely miss
Ella's presence in the fellowship.

the internment at Balmoor cemetery. Many came

We commend her and her loved ones to the God of

PETERHEAD

Eric Thorn
Brother EricThorn was laid to rest on May 6th 2009
after a long illness, bravely born for over 2 years.
Eric was a plumber who was a highly respected
member of the local community. Over 400 friends,
workmates, family and brethren attended the
funeral service.

His wife Sheila had died 6 years ago, and he had
cared for his 2 sons Warren and Gareth in a selfless

demonstration of fatherly love, which had to be
seen to be appreciated. We are thankful to God
that he had a peaceful passing, and we look for
ward to being reunited with him on that great day.
Brother Michael Gaunt was privileged to conduct
his funeral service, and once again had the oppor
tunity to speak a wordat the graveside to those left
behind. We solicit your prayers as we mourn the
passing of our loved one.

Ella Brown
We wish to report the passing onto her eternal
reward, of our dear sister Ella Brown, on Friday
17th April 2009. Ella had not been in good health
for over 6 months, but her faith never wavered and
she faced the future with the same certainty that
she had always shown throughout her lifein Christ.
Ella had been a faithful member of the local con

gregation for over 56 years, and was truly a great
encourager to all who knew her. Her door was
always open and many can testify to the generous
hospitality that they enjoyed around her fireside.
She had, for many years, taught bible classes,
worked with the girl's class, accommodated visiting
preachers and their families, and was a great host
ess to the Harding Students. Many were the nights
when her home would ring with the songs of Zion,
and many were pointed to the Saviour because of
her ministry. Her life can be summed up in one

all grace and comfort, and look forward to the time
when there will be no more goodbyes.

DARWEN

Elizabeth Cavill
(12TH SEPTEMBER 1911 - 16TH OF APRIL 2009)
DARWEN, LANCASHIRE

Sister Elizabeth went to be with her Lord o|j^
Thursday the 16th ofApril 2009. She passed awf^
peacefully in Birch Hall Care Home, Darwen.
The funeral service was conducted by brother Allan
Ashurst,
Stretford,
at
the
Pleasington
Crematorium, Blackburn, on Wednesday the 22nd
of April 2009.
Elizabeth's father, Albert Edwin Hirst, was a
Methodist lay preacher in Darwen. She survived
two brothers. Tommy and Ben and two sisters,
Caroline and Doris. Her mother, Jane Alsop, died
when Elizabeth was only 6 weeks old. She was
adopted by brother Murdock of the Rodney Street
church of Christ, Wigan. The other 4 children were
first put into a workhouse and then transferred to
an orphanage. She did not know she was adopted
and that the man, from Darwen who visited her
periodically, was her father. When she was llyrs
old the Murdock family moved to Canada and
Elizabeth was put in the care of sister Margaret
(Peggy) Wilson's blind uncle David, in Darwen. At
16, her brother Tommy took her to live with their
father in Pitt Street, Darwen. This was when she
learned that Albert Edwin Hirst was her father.

Elizabeth worked as a weaver in the Moss Bridge

Silk Mill where she met Fred Cavill, the warehouf^
man. They fell in love and were married at S.
Cuthbert's, Darwen on the 30th of November 1933.
Fred was 23 and Elizabeth was 22. They had 61yrs
of happy marriage but no children. During the war
years she was put in charge of quality control.
Thinking that the livesof the air force men depend
ed on the reliability of the goods they produced,
she was very strict. One day, in frustration the staff
hung her by her coat on a hat and coat hook in the
cloakroom. She finished her working life in Bowling
Green Mill, Bolton Road, Darwen.

word - "service".

She leaves behind her husband Freddy, children
John, James and Helen, grandchildren and great
grandchildren who have been loved by her and in
return loved her with the most practical devotion
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In 1994, when Elizabeth was having a pacemaker
fitted in Blackpool Mospitali despite offers of help
from his second cousin, Albert, Fred persisted in
travelling by public transport to Blackpool to visit
Elizabeth. He died on the 3rd of November 1994

while Elizabeth was still in hospital.
In August 2007, unable to look after herself, she
went into Birch Hall Care Home, Darwen, where
she was happy, appreciative and cared for very
well. Even when she would normally have been
transferred to hospital,they decided to care for her
themselves until she passed away. We are grateful
to all the staff for how well she was looked after.

There she passed away peacefully and went to be
with her Lord on Thursday the 16th of April.
Elizabeth was baptised at Hamilton Street, Church
of Christ when she was 18yrs old and remained a

things from the scriptures, often exclaiming to
someone who had made a contribution during a
Bible study, "I had never thought of that before!",
before going off to search the scriptures and
explore this new insight into God's plan. Although
not the most natural of publicspeakers, Tomgrad
ually grew in confidence and, after the passing of
brother Scott, began to take on the very responsi
bilities for teaching and preaching the word of God
for which he had initially felt himself so unsuited.
Tom was compelled at various stages to fight off
attempts to establish various false teachings in the
assembly at Kentish Town. Initially he felt himself
not up to the challenge of public teaching at the
Wednesday evening Bible Study, so in 1988 he
invited brother Derek Daniell from the church at

Tunbridge Wells to take this study. Derek was still
taking, and Tom stillfaithfully attending this week
ly study, at the time of Tom's passing.
Apart from Derek's assistance with the mid-week
Bible Study, there was for a time a deari:h of other
men who could share responsibility for teaching
and preaching with Tom. Nevertheless Tom's per
severance was eventually rewarded when a num
ber of saints emerged to share in the work.
Although many of these brothers have now
returned to their countries of origin, in due course
others emerged that were able both to take a share

faithful Christian all her life. She became one of the

founder members of the Mill Hill Church of Christ,

(^^ackburn. After its closure, Elizabeth worshipped
ith the few remaining members in Peggy Wilson's
home, 8 Bowling Green Close, Darwen. Elizabeth
was a keen Bible student, and even in the care
home she would talk about Jesus because He was

the vital part of her life. She was always a cheerful
source of encouragement.

Thomas William Walton

in the work and to remain at Kentish Town. Such is

(1953 - 2009)
Tom started out in life as the only boy in a family
of four children. He was the pride and joy of his
parents Walter and Daisy, and grew up in a close

the providence of the Lord. Tom's meekness,
humility, and zeal for the Lord's work has inspired
and continues to inspire all who remain at Kentish
Town with a burning desire to persevere in the

and loving household with sisters Pat, Janet and

Lord's work and to continue to "contend for the

Christine.

faith which was once delivered unto the saints"

Tom obeyed the gospel, being baptised for the
remission of sins at Hope Chapel, KentishTown on
3rd April, 1983. At the time he was living with his
mother Daisy; he later moved to his own flat at
Belsize Park where he lived as his mother's neigh
bour until her death in 1996. Daisy's passing left a
huge hole in the lives of Tom, his sisters and the
extended family. His beloved father Walter had
lassed away when he was fifteen. It was a huge
lessing therefore that, before she passed away,
lom was to see his mother Daisy obey the Gospel
and become a Christian.

The first five years of Tom's Christian life were
spent under the watchful eye of brother R.B. Scott.
Initially hesitant and uncertain of his knowledge of
the Gospel, Tom gradually increased his faith
through diligentscripture reading and by gathering
as often as he could with the saints in Bible study

and other meetings. Tom's meekness and sinceri^

were such that, despite his thorough grounding in
the scriptures, he never stopped learning new

(Jude 3).
In the last decade of his life Tom was afflicted by
Parkinson's disease. He coped with the debilitating
effects of this illness in his normal uncomplaining
way, and continued working right up to his sudden

passing on 4 Januaiy, 2009. Tom put his occupa

tional skills to the disposal of the assembly, taking
sole responsibility for any repair work that the
Hope Chapel building required over the years. Two
years ago Tom moved to Borehamwood where he
made even more friends with his kindness, gen
erosity and Christian love.
At the service of thanksgiving and remembrance on
19 January so many came to show their love and
appreciation that they not only filled Hope Chapel
but were standing out on the pavement. In addition
to family and friends, there were builders and
tradesmen with whom Tom had worked, as well as
Christians from far and wide. Messages came in
from the many individuals and congregations who
knew and loved him.
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Tom leaves behind his three sisters, seven
nephews and nieces (Ian, Kevin, Sarah, Richard,
Angela, Lisa and Lee) and eleven great-nieces and
great-nephews.
Compiled by the assembly at Kentish Town with the
assistance of Tom's family and Derek Daniell.

Paul Halliday: Tel (01633) 858868;
Email:

info@europeanchristianworkshop.com
Website:

www.europeanchristianworkshop.com

OhoAQ flppeol
Many thanks to all who have helped and
continue to help in the plight of our spir
itual family In Ghana. All donations
should be sent to the fund secretary:
Peter Sneddon, Ochil View, Keir
Street, Dunblane, FK15 9BP (cheques
to be made payable to Dennyloanhead
Church of Christ).
Dale Meikle

STRETFORD
MANCHESTER

Saturday Gospel
Meetings at 7 p.m.
The Green Hut,
538 Kings Road,
Stretford, MANCHESTER M32 8EJ
September 19th, 2009
Frank Worgan, Corby
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October 17th, 2009

Samuel Appiah-Anane, Liverpool

EUROPEAN CHRISTIAN
WORKSHOP 2009

Lancaster University
Thurs 27th Aug to
Sat 29th Aug. 2009
Contact: Stephen Woodcock
Tel: (01942) 211 479

NEWTONGRANGE
SCOTLAND
Annual Social
Date: 10th October 2009 at 1.00 pm
when meal will be served.

Email:

Speaker:

stephen.woodcock@hotmail.co.uk

Niall Scobbie, Dennyloanhead

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

(10 issues per year)
PRICE PER COPY - POST PAID FOR ONE YEAR
UNITED KINGDOM

£7.50

OVERSEAS RATES ARE AVAILABLE F/?OM THE TREASURER
DISTRIBUTION AGENT & TREASURER:

JOHN K. KNELLER, 4 Glassel Park Road, Longniddry, East Lothian, EH32 ONY.
E-mail: john@kkneller.freeserve.co.uk
Tel: 01875 853212 to whom change of address should be sent.
EDITOR: ROBERT MARSDEN, 4 The Copse, Orrell Road, Orrell, WIgan,

England, WN5 8HL. Tel: 01942 212320

E-mail: bobnriarsden@bulldoghonne.com

'TheScripture Standard" \s printed for thepublishers byLothian Printers, 109 High Street, Dunbar. East Lothian, EH421ES.
Tel: 01368 863785 Fax: 01368 864908 E-mail: lothian.printers@virgin.net

Tllie

scciiPirucE:
STANDAKID
Vol. 76 No. 3

2009

'Let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us looking
unto Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith"

God's revelation
and a 'eureka'
moment

Isn't it great when something 'clicks'? When
something that just doesn't seem to want to
come together suddenly falls Into place and
there is that wonderful sense of satisfaction,
maybe even elation that the jigsaw is at last
beginning to take shape. In fact those of you
who do jigsaws or crosswords will certainly

know the feeling of finding the piece or the
word that suddenly allows you to rush on to
complete the puzzle after all the laborious

spadework has been done.

Students may well experience this in academic studies when concepts that are
being explained just don't 'gel' to form a coherent explanation or deliver a clear
understanding of what is being taught. Until, that is, some insight emerges that
helps to complete the picture and move the student on to new levels of
understanding. In the sporting field, a gymnast may struggle with a particular
move and the perfection of that move may prove elusive, until someone maybe

^comes along with a minor adjustment to technique that suddenly allows
everything to fall into place. I'm no scientist but I guess that a major element of
scientific research works on the '90% perspiration and 10% inspiration' model in
that a tremendous amount of time is spent in the absolutely crucial, but grinding,
work of gradually eliminating variables, trying and discounting theories,
examining cause and effect until a pattern emerges that can be empirically tested
to demonstrate the reliability of the work. The cry of 'eureka' (translated "I have
found it" commonly attributed to Archimedes sitting in his bath and being struck
by the principle of the displacement of water) has entered into common
language, signifying that a breakthrough has been made or a conclusion reached.
Or perhaps in other circumstances it isn't a sudden 'eureka' moment that is
experienced, but the gradual dawning of a realisation that changes forever one's
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outlook on a matter - or Indeed on life itself. But even 'eureka' moments can be

double-edged in that the elation of a personal realisation may well lead to frustration
at an inability to pass on the understanding that has been gained at a personal level
to a fellow student.

Revelation and faith
As 21st century Christians and Bible scholars we have the great privilege of being
able, at a glance almost, to have the beginning, middle and end of the unfolding story
of the gospel at our disposal though, of course, we still have the glorious expectation
of the complete fulfilment of everything that God has promised to His children to
anticipate. I'm not at all suggesting that the fact of its availability naturally means
that we all have full understanding - that would simply be to fly in the face of all the
available evidence when consideration is given to the vast array of opinion and
comment that has been generated by the revelation of the gospel. And even Paul

spoke to the 1st century Christians about seeing through a glass dimly during thiJ'^
present age. What it does do (perhaps to the detriment of our focus on the real and
central message of the revelation) is to allow us the capacity for a much more studied
and forensic analysis of what has been revealed. I'm far from sure that this is
universally a good thing though. On the face of it the complete scriptural record that
we have available to us should logically make our acceptance of the revelation much
easier as we see the harmony and progression of the revelation of the gospel. But in
reality it seems that the increasingly sophisticated methods of analysis and study are
gradually placing a greater emphasis on Yeason' as a basis for spiritual understanding
rather than faith and whilst Christian evidences are useful, they will never replace
faith as the basis for our belief in God. Even when the clearest 'evidence' of God was

made manifest in the world, God the Son, it did not lead to universal belief. Instead,

by some at least, it led only to a vicious and relentless campaign to label the physical
manifestation of God in the world as a liar and blasphemer. The challenges that
surround mankind's relationship with God do change as the environment in which
that relationship is worked out change and I believe that 'reason' as the basis for
belief rather than faith is one of today's great challenges for Christians. And in this
respect nothing has changed because as Paul wrote to the Galatians, "The Scripture,
foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the
Gospel unto Abraham..." (Gal. 3:8)

God revealed

^

The way in which God has revealed Himself has taken different forms throughout the
ages. He is revealed in the creation and in mankind. He has been revealed through
the Scriptures and, of course, most strikingly in His manifestation in the flesh. At
other times He revealed Himself in what are commonly referred as the 'theophanies'
- special manifestations of God to human beings in specific circumstances and
generally to individuals ('theo', God and 'phan', to show). God is far from onedimensional and He has made Himself known to, and led, mankind in ways that have
been appropriate to the circumstances and I am firmly of the belief that God has
ordained and fulfilled a gradual and purposeful revelation of His nature and His 'plan
for the fullness of time' so that all the generations of mankind would have the
opportunity to demonstrate faith in God. Nevertheless just as the 'great men of faith'
spoken of in the Hebrew letter as demonstrations to a backsliding people of the true

virtue of faith "did not receive what was promised, since God had foreseen something
better for us ..." so we, even with the benefit of a more complete revelation, "now
see in a mirror dimly (and)... know in part" but have the promise that a time is coming
when we, "will understand fully, even as I have been fully understood."
As I wrote earlier the fact of the one revelation, albeit that it has taken many forms
and has emerged over many generations, has not led to a homogeny of thought and
practice in matters of spirituality and relationship with God. One of the things that I
have become convinced about over the years is that just as our backgrounds, culture,
life experiences and personalities differ, so will the precise nature of the relationships
that we build; and what we expect from those relationships will differ. This doesn't
make one right and the other wrong it just makes them different, but potentially
equally as valid and fulfilling. The other obvious fact as well is that relationships are
dynamic rather than static organisms. They evolve as time goes on and as more

^

information (revelation) becomes available to us we understand more ofwhat makes
the other person or group of people 'tick'.
Just a couple of example here of what I'm driving at. You may know that you are an
entirely trustworthy person but someone who has a background and history of their
own trust being abused by others is naturally going to find it hard to display trust in
you until some kind of experience has been built up; because of their past experience
they will be naturally cautious and suspicious. By the same token, until you know the
history of the individual concerned you may feel quite disappointed and concerned at
the lack of trust shown in you; but once you do know the history you will no doubt
redouble your efforts to ensure that confidence in you is well placed. That dynamic is
repeated endlessly and in many different guises in all of our experiences. Just for one
moment, bring that into the 'evangelism' context. We talk very naturally of God the
Father as a wholly loving and forgiving person. But think about the person whose
experience of'father' has been abusive and violent - isn't it natural that the individual

concerned may take a little longer than we imagine it should do to be fully trusting
of God as the loving Father, because their experience of 'father' is so very different?

'Eureka' - saved by God
The revelatory process is based on our knowledge, understanding and insights into
those matters that we are concerned with and hopefully that applies all the more with

^^egard to ourquest for a deeper and deeper understanding ofwhat God has ordained
nd purposed. Which brings us nicely back to where this article started because I am
sure that all serious Bible students have experienced those occasions when some new

spiritual enlightenment has emerged that has allowed some hitherto 'cloudy'
perspective on God's revelation to become so much more real. In concluding this
article I want to share with you what I consider one of my most meaningful 'eureka'
moments in matters spiritual.

It has long been my understanding that the Godhead consists of the three persons of
God - that is, God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. Now the idea is
well established in Christian thought that when mankind sinned against God in the
Garden of Eden the relationship between man and God became broken, as is the
reality that the relationship having been broken, there was a need for it to be healed
so that reconciliation between man and God could be effected. If mankind was ever

to enjoy a fruitful relationship with God again, then reconciliation between man and
God simply had to take place. What must be stressed here is that it was man that
needed to be reconciled to God and not the other way round. As W E Vine explains:
"Not once is God said to be reconciled. The enmity is alone on our part. It was we
who needed to be reconciled to God, not God to us, and it is propitiation (that is the
appeasement of God or the making of God well-disposed again towards man - Ed),
which His righteousness and mercy have provided, that makes the reconciliation
possible to those who receive it." The problem of course was that although mankind
had been the cause of the enmity between man and God through disobedience,
mankind had absolutely no capacity within his own power to restore the relationship
with God. God's righteous anger at sin and the effects of sin had to be dealt with and
set aside in order for reconciliation to be made available to man, and nothing that
man was ever going to be able to do would ever be sufficient to deal with God's anger.
Just look again at that definition of propitiation - the appeasement of God or the

making ofGod well-disposed again towards man, because it isfundamental to the gift^"^
of reconciliation that God has made available.

So the remarkable scenario that presented itself was that God had created mankind
in His own image and had given him the perfect environment in which to enjoy
relationship with God. However man is disobedient and incurs the wrath of God and
is banished from that perfect environment. Nevertheless God remains committed to
enjoying a fruitful relationship with His highest creation and from the moment that
Adam and Eve are banished from the Garden sets in motion the means of salvation

and reconciliation - the revelation of which we referred to earlier. The stunning aspect
of this, the element that sets the Gospel aside from any other action in history, is the
means by which God chose to bring this about. God the Father sent God the Son into
the world to be the vicarious sacrifice for mankind. God was aggrieved and before the
reconciliation could be effected God had to be appeased. And the means of that
appeasement? God the Son! Yes, God set aside His own wrath; God dealt with his
own anger. God did not send a 'substitute' for Himself to achieve our salvation rather God Himself was sacrificed as our substitute. God was mocked scourged and
humiliated. God was charged with blasphemy for claiming to be God. God stooped to
his knees and, as a servant, washed the feet of His disciples. God hung on the cross
and died and in that unfathomable nature of the 'three-in-one' appealed to the Father
for forgiveness towards his accusers and abusers - something that ultimately dawned
even upon 'the centurion and those that were with him' who surrounded the crosii,.

and finally exclaimed, "Truly this was the Son of God". Quoting Vine again he writes
"Through the propitiatory sacrifice of Christ, he who believes upon God is by God's
own act delivered from justly deserved wrath, and comes under the covenant of
grace." And again: "The expiatory work of the Cross is therefore the means whereby
the barrier which sin interposes between God and man is broken down. By the giving
up of His sinless life sacrificially, Christ annuls the power of sin to separate between
God and the believer."

I can't of course speak for other Bible students, but for me, the knowledge that
almighty God, the creator of the universe, not only conceived of the plan of salvation
but also, in the Son, executed that plan for our redemption, elevates that gift of
reconciling love to a realm beyond all others and makes me stand in awe at the
wonder of God's providence.

'

Thinking Out Loud
Ian S. Davidson: Motherwell

A BIRTHDAY

I turned sixty this year. A lot has happened in the world In this short time.
Undoubtedly, there have been tremendous scientific and technological developments
for the benefit ofall mankind. But I have also seen in this period a rapid decline in
man's moral and spiritual well being. To live through the decline and fall of the British

Empire has been tough. To live through the dramatic secularisation of the West has
been equally tough. The closure of many church buildings, especially in Britain, gives

a clear picture of what has been, and is, going on.

Britain today is a pagan society. It is no longer a Christian nation. Only a very small
percentage of the British population attends a place of worship on a Sunday.
Generally, God is ignored, the Bible neglected and the Church disregarded.
Consequently, society is in trouble, not only politically and economically, but also

spiritually and morally. The news headlines reveal this fact every day. For example,

I remember when murder was an uncommon crime. Now we read about murders

constantly, even the murders of innocent children. The crime situation overall is

horrendous and it is no wonder that many people are fearful of walking the streets

at night. Indeed, I know some people who are fearful of walking the streets in the
daytime.

FALSE SCIENCE

I think a lot of pseudo-scientists have a lot to answer for. I was at Edinburgh Zoo
recently and they have a building there described as "Living Links: a Primate
Behaviour Research Centre". The centre, of course, imposes the theory ofevolution

upon the visitor. I read all the displays in the building very carefully. The apes, the

chimpanzees and the monkeys are all studied so that we humans can come to a
better understanding ofourselves. The reason being: our close connection with these
..-i^imals. The Edinburgh International Science Festival is soon to take place as I write
~iis article. The atheist Richard Dawkins will be there as will Prof. Andrew Whiten,

who is Professor of Evolutionary and Development Psychology and Wardlaw Professor

of Psychology, University of StAndrews. The blurb from the Festival's advertisement

reads: "The ability of humans to build up complex cultures seems to put us on a

different plane to other animals. It's what has allowed us todominate the planet. In
recent years, however, long-term studies of other species have revealed various signs
of culture. The lecture illustrates highlights of the new discoveries."

Clearly, Darwin's influence is still strong in many scientific quarters. I believe his
theory is not just wrong, but also dangerous. Tell people that they are only trousered
apes or chattering chimpanzees and people, in the end, are going to start living like

animals. Where then is the basis of morality? Clearly, it is sought in nature and not

God. Consequently, these people might adopt such "isms" as Epicureanism,
hedonism, humanism, rationalism, naturalism and atheism, which, I strongly believe,
are to the detriment of our world. Alexander Campbell once wrote: "Now what has
dreamy scepticism or presumptuous unbelief to offer, as an apology for itself, in
vindication of its position, or as a substitute for Christianity? The light of nature, the
light of reason, the dictates of conscience!! What flimsy sophistry! Where is the light
of nature found? And who in pagandom has eyes to see it! This light of reason, these
dictates of conscience, where are they found? Show me, produce me one example
of the power of this light of nature, this light of reason, these dictates of conscience!
Show me this eye of reason with this light of nature, working faith in God; working
out Christian civilisation, refinement of manners, temperance, justice, public virtue,
and humanity; to say nothing of piety and the love and admiration of purity of God!
and I will lend a willing ear to such a demonstration. But the animals of the world
and the experiences of the present generation afford no such spectacles." Although

Campbell wrote these words one hundred and eighty years ago, they still stand up/^*^
today as a challenge to our generation.

BACK TO THE BIBLE
Andrew Marr, the broadcaster, is a great admirer of Darwin and his works. He says
that, following Darwin's so-called revelations on natural selection, there is no going
back. He actually uttered these words in Westminster Abbey, London, where Darwin
is interred. Actually, Marr could not be more wrong. I believe that all men and women
must get back to the Bible to find truth, life and hope. In other words, to go forward
people must first go back - back to The Book the likes of Newton, Faraday and Kelvin
believed in, a book that speaks truthfully about the origin of everything. The Bible
tells us clearly, plainly and simply how it was, how it is and how it will be. It is a book
than can be trusted. It is good book to go and buy, and it is a good book to go by.
The Bible is God's written revelation to fallen mankind. It was inspired by the Holy
Spirit (2 Timothy 3:16, 17). The Bible has stood the test of time and will survive
beyond time. It deserves to be read, studied and digested by every rational human
being on earth. Personally, I love reading it and meditating upon it. I love the book
because I love the author. One day, I hope to meet Him face to face and thank Him
for His written word. I hope to thank the Living Word too, who is Jesus. I urge
everyone to take God's word and take God at His word. One hour with the Bible
worth a thousand hours with the most august and wisest philosopher on the planet.
God's wisdom is the principal thing. Happy is the one who finds this wisdom. Nothing
in the whole world compares with it. Nothing!

FINAL THOUGHTS
If the world survives another sixty years, I wonder what things will be like at the end
of it. I, of course, will not be here to know. Will things be better or worse? Will the
pendulum have swung back to God, His kingdom and His righteousness? Will the
Truth be to the fore? Will it be one of the great eras for Christianity? For the sake of
my nation and all others, I truly hope so.
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Rose M Payne
It is not uncommon during the winter holiday season to hear a denominational minister
asserting that Mary was a very young girl when she became the mother of Jesus. It seems
that some scholars have laid down that Jewish girls of that era were always married at an early
age and therefore Mary might have been as young as fifteen. The scriptures, however, seem
to indicate that she was old enough to have been an independent young woman.
There is a possibility that Mary might have been an orphan at the time when the angel
appeared to her. We read in another context that Mary had a sister (John 19:25), but nothing
is said about Mary's parents, although legend has been busy inventing names and
circumstances for them.

The angel who appeared to Mary to inform her that that she was to become a mother, also told
her about her cousin Elisabeth's pregnancy. This provided Mary with a welcome refuge at a
difficult time, since Zacharias and Elisabeth had also received an angelic message and would
understand her situation. She decided to go and visit them (Luke 1:39-40) and it appears from
the text that she probably went alone. There is no reference to asking permission of her
parents, as would surely be the case with a very young girl who lived with her family.
Had Mary been a girl under the care of a father and mother at the time, the angel would also
have had to explain the situation to them, as he did later to Joseph (Matt. 1:18-25). This
would have been essential since there were penalties laid down in Deuteronomy 22 for an
unmarried girl who became pregnant while living in her father's house.
After about three months Mary returned to "her own house" (Luke 2:56) although we should
have expected to read "her father's" or "her mother's" house. This again could mean that Mary
was an orphan and had inherited the family house. It was laid down in Numbers 36:8 that a
daughter who inherited because there was no son in the family must marry someone from the
same tribe, so as to keep the patrimony from going into another tribe. In those days, the tribe
of Judah had been allocated land near the town of Bethlehem. By the time of the New
Testament, Mary and Joseph were living away in Nazareth, but Mary was indeed planning to
marry within the same tribe, as both she and Joseph belonged to the tribe of Judah.
Then there followed the summons for Joseph to go to Bethlehem to register for taxation
purposes because it was the ancestral town of his forebears. Apparently the Romans did tax
women as well as men in certain circumstances, and taxation was usually based on land and
produce.
After the birth of Jesus, Mary was still young enough to have at least six more children, who
are listed in Matthew 13:55-56. So a reasonable guess would be that she was around the age
of 20 when Jesus was born.

A few years later, there are more instances of young women being comparatively independent,

(•^artha and Mary were single women living with their brother, and the references to Martha
jive an impression of a mature individual (Luke 10:38). There were also women travelling
about with the disciples, helping to maintain the work out of gratitude (Luke 8:3), (Luke
23:49).

We should not try to interpret the Bible in the light of later cultures in the Middle East, for the
Law of Moses taught respect for women, and this resulted in their having a reasonable degree
of freedom. Probably parents arranged marriages for their children, but provided all parties
were in agreement, this was not necessarily a bad thing. Where strict seclusion of women is
practised, this is not a mark of respect, but of distrust both of womankind and of their
neighbours.
Altogether, the position of women as recorded in the New Testament is surprisingly "modern"
without going to the present-day extremes of "women's liberation". In the present times, we
still have to act so as to deserve respect, as evidently Mary had done when the angel told her
"Thou hast found favour with God" (Luke 1:30).

Things do not happen in a vacuum and we do not live life in a vacuum. Today, we find
ourselves in the situation where in general, not only is Bible study not particularly
popular, it does not appear that there is a whole lot of it being done in the Church.
There are some exceptions to be sure, but overall, meeting together for Bible study
is not riding a wave of popularity. This is true also throughout the denominations and
so it is not simply our problem in the Church. Nevertheless, it is our problem in that
brethren are meeting less frequently than before and attendance only at Sunday
morning worship is rather quickly becoming the norm. Even then some do not bother
to stay for the sermon, but instead leave as soon as the Lord's Supper is finished.
What Bible classes that are offered are often rather poorly attended compared with
the past. It is not unusual for just a hand-full to attend at the Sunday morning Bible
study and, if there are any meetings scheduled, Sunday evening and mid-week
meetings often fare even worse.
WHY THE CHANGE?

What possible reason could there be for such a big change over the last twenty or so
years? Why is Bible study on the outer? Let me suggest that one reason why Bible
study is being let go is that we simply do not see any need for it. Like naive school
children who complain about learning Latin or Algebra because, "We will never use it
once we grow up", we seem to have the same blinkered view of Bible knowledge.
Generally speaking, Bible knowledge is not seen as being particularly relevant to the
challenges that modern living throws up for the average person.

The reality is that it turns out that there are a number of unexpected situations in life
where some knowledge of Latin or Algebra would be a real blessing, to say nothing
of the benefit of developing our brains in our school years, by exercising them. One
wonders how many people who decried learning specific subjects at school are now

purchasing the latest gadget that claims to exercise the brain, or have sat around tlt^
table with the family and done a picture puzzle. Perhaps this latter pastime is seeri
as helping hone the skills necessary for putting together some flat pack furniture?
Equally, marriages that began with such optimism and hope for the future and now
are a battleground (along with brethren fighting) reveal that Bible knowledge is
needed after all, for Christ came to bring peace (Eph. 2:14-18).

What might appear at the time to have little to no value can turn out to be incredibly
useful further down the track; the problem is one of ignorance and lack of foresight.
Of course, having convinced ourselves in the past that some activity was a waste of
time, even in the face of evidence to the contrary which we chose to ignore, we can
stubbornly stick with our beliefs and refuse to admit our foolishness.
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But if we see no reason to study the scriptures, that in itself raises the question of
why we view scripture as being of such little use in today's world. How is it that we
have arrived at this situation? We have to look beyond the Church, for all the
denominations are facing the very same problem; one would expect then that it must
be something outside the Church. As the world in which we live can have a serious
impact upon us (Romans 12:2), it deserves careful consideration to see how society
might be influencing us. There may well be things about our society that have
influenced religious people in general, and more importantly, those of us in the Lord's
Church, to give Bible study such a low priority in life,
A CONSUMER SOCIETY

It is to state the obvious to say that we live in a consumer society. We all know it,

/sifcSi and we are regularly reminded of it by the media. Other than the fact that we buy
more things than we need and shops are geared to levering more of our money out
of us than we can afford to spend, what does this mean in practical terms? When we
give it some thought we can see that there are a number of unexpected ways in
which just living in a consumer society can influence us against Bible study.

There is no doubt that science and technology have made life very comfortable for
us. The improved efficiency in growing food, in manufacturing and in the distribution
of goods has provided us with a remarkable array of cheap food and clothing. While
we want more, and we complain about the high cost of living, the reality is that we
are bountifully blessed with all we need to live comfortable lives. In the face of such
plenty, the tendency is to take our eyes off God as provider. How long is it since you
have heard included in a prayer, 'Give us this day our daily bread'?
As science and technology provide so generously our need for God appears less
obvious and so we push him to the sidelines through neglect. As we see less and less
need for God he become more and more remote and we begin to believe that he is
not doing much at all in this world. As more and more we leave God out of the picture
the desire to study his word diminishes, for we are doing rather well without him and
without the hard work of having to study his word.
^\th society so bountifully providing all our needs, not only does our need for God
appear to diminish, he gets in the way of our enjoying all the benefits on offer. We
are constantly being told that buying the latest product will bring us satisfaction and
fulfilment. Without a doubt some of the gizmos are quite dazzling and the advertising
rather seductive, appealing and convincing. Why would we want to read the
scriptures when they tell us that 'one's life does not consist in the abundance of the
things he possesses' (Luke 12:15 NKJV)? In the midst of plenty, that is not what we
want to hear. It is too pessimistic for us. When the received wisdom of our time is
that one must always be positive, and someone being negative is the only thing that
this society is prepared to be negative about, such teaching from scripture is hardly
welcome.

Yet, we seem not to notice that with our acquisitiveness we are on a treadmill. Our
houses and garages are full of products that promised the same fulfilment but failed
to deliver what they promised. In reality, we are being held in a constant state of
anticipated but unrealised contentment, and we seem to be comfortable that it is so.
Further, all that advertising designed to get us to part with our money is busy telling
us is that self-indulgence is good. Beyond the advertising is the relentless theme that
consumers must keep spending to keep the economy growing. Self-denial would not
be good for the economy; it would be un-British! But we know in our hearts that God
is saying that Christianity is about very much about self-denial (Matthew 16:24). Why
would we want to be reminded of that?

CONSUMERISM AND THE CHURCH

It used to be thatshopping simply meant purchasing the necessities oflife, but today^'^
we go to the store where the intention is that we have an experience, and so
everything is there for our convenience. Express the fear that we might not like a
particular item and we are assured that all we have to do is keep the receipt and
return the product if we are not satisfied, and no questions will be asked. In other
words, the consumer is king. We well understand that, for if we are unhappy with our
local supermarket for whatever reason, there is sure to be another one within easy
reach, and so we simply go to the supermarket that will give us what we want. Added
to that, we know that loyalty is not rewarded but taken advantage of. What this does
is build within each one of us the idea that the consumer is sovereign.

Surrounded by such thinking it is rather easy for people to take that mindset along
with them when it comes to the Church. If the people in the Lord's Church are not
friendly enough, attending a denominational church where people are friendly is the
obvious answer. If brethren in the Church are not behaving as they should, then
attending a church where people get on with each other is the way to deal with that.
If worship is not enjoyable then finding a church where attendance is fun is the easy
answer. If the Church expects the brethren to participate in Bible study and that it is
too much like hard work, choosing to go somewhere else solves that problem. It is
all too easy to slip into seeing ourselves as religious consumers who want their needs
met and if they are not being met, to look elsewhere. It works for the groceries
why not for the Church?
This influence can be seen at work in churches that are blessed in having a number
of different teachers. Those teachers, whose classes are liked, attract a good number
of people, but when a less popular teacher takes on the class, attendance drops off
quite markedly. It is not Bible study per se that is attracting people but the teacher,
and brethren are 'exercising their rights as consumers'.
It is perfectly understandable that some teachers will be better than others and it is
true that some classes and sermons are of a pretty low standard, but poor Bible study
is better than no Bible study. The answer is not for brethren to stop attending, for
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invariably some who stop attending do not return even for good Bible studies. The
answer is to teach the teachers how to teach properly in the first place. But if we tell

someone that they need to improve their teaching they may choose to stop
attending. Teachers can also act like consumers.

When we will serve God only on our terms, we have turned Christianity on its head.
To use human terms, we are not the customers, for God is. The situation is not one

of God pleasing us, but of us pleasing God (Matthew 7:23). We do not enter into the
presence of God as consumers at all; in fact, the only reason that we can enter into

his presence is because of his grace. Even then his wonderful grace does not change
us into consumers. Rather, his grace teaches 'us that, denying ungodliness and
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age' (Titus
2:12 NKJV). The only way that we can achieve that is through Bible study and
sermons in the first place so that we might learn precisely what God requires of us.

'^^That is some challenge when we have been educated into thinking that we are
consumers and as such are sovereign.
NOT FROM CHRIST OR THE APOSTLES
That conviction that God exists in order to meet our needs rather than the one before

whom we have no rights, we have learnt from somewhere other than the apostles.
We have not learnt to see ourselves as consumers of inner experiences from Christ
or from scripture; we have learnt it from our society. The idea that God exists to bless
us rather than it being our responsibility to obey him, we have learnt from
consumerism. That belief that God will shower us with prosperity and success and
give us what we want, and if not we can go elsewhere, comes straight from the
marketplace.

The marketplace may have convinced us that it is there for our benefit, our
satisfaction, and in order to bless us; but that is a confidence trick. It is there to make
money out of us. We are equally deceived, but with far more serious consequences,
when we take the same thinking and apply it to God; when we see God as someone
who is there to meet our perceived needs. That we see God in that light reveals that
we are woefully lacking in Bible knowledge. While the market place has blessed us

^^th such abundance, at the same time it has educated us into thinking that God is
lere for our pleasure and so we see little need for Bible study.
BIBLE STUDY WILL OPEN OUR EYES

It is through Bible study that we will have our eyes opened to the dangers of
consumerism and come to realise that God is at work in this world and in our

everyday lives. It is through Bible study that we will gain a greater faith in God and
learn what our relationship with God ought to be. At the same time it will cause us
to lose our faith in our modern world and its ability to provide what we need, and also
to see the shallowness of it all. Through Bible study we will learn how we ought to
live in this modern world, enjoying its blessings, while not being moulded by it, or
even taken captive by it.
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Accepted is the beloved (EPH: 1:6)
Andrew Sharp

Beloved, in preaching the good news of Salvation, i.e. the gospel, it is right we
emphasize the great love wherewith God loved us (EPH 2:4).
Being human we can never be thankful enough, to our God and Saviour. The one,
who left His Heavenly home, and took upon himself the form of a servant, and was
made in the likeness of man. The one who became obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross (PHIL: 2: 7-8).

Now why should this be? Why was it necessary? We note that disobedience had

brought sin into the world. It started at Adam and Eve. God's view of disobedience^^
and sin is one of total abhorrence. How could He say, "I forgive" unless the debt has
been paid first. It was Christ who paid the debt on that cross at Calvary. We need to
remember that sin and all that goes with it, is abhorrent to God. In Ephesians 2, there
is a reference to the children of disobedience, and children of wrath. Let's study and
note!

An obedient Christian life pleases God. Loyal and faithful service is noted and blessed
of Him, but displeasure can be caused by apathy, slipping or failing in our witness and
service! Beloved, if we study the Scripture in those places where God is said to be
angry, you may be surprised.

Men such as Moses, Aaron and Solomon, loyal men serving the Lord, were rebuked
of God! They kindled his anger. Israel as a nation often provoked the Lord and
incurred his anger. A few examples are noted where God is said to be angry.
MOSES

" I am not eloquent
slow of speech
. and the anger of the Lord
was kindled against Moses (EXOD 4: 10,14).

MOSES

Entry into the promised land: "also the Lord was angry with me for your
sakes" (DEUT. 1:37).

AARON

"And the Lord was very angry with Aaron to have destroyed him: and'^^
Prayed for Aaron also at the same time" (DEUT. 9:20).

MIRIAM

"And the anger of the Lord was kindled against them" (NUM. 12:9).

& AARON

SOLOMON "And the Lord was angry with Solomon, because his heart was turned
from the Lord God of Israel (KINGS 11:9).
Beloved, read Ephesians 5: 3-6. Here we are reminded of a list of evil practices that
God hates, even as much as idolatry. Ephesians 5: Verse 6 reads: "Let no man
deceive you with vain words. For because of these things cometh the wrath of God
upon the children of disobedience."
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The apostle Paul continued and wrote about the walk "as children of light", verse 10
being a welcome guide: "proving what Is acceptable unto the Lord". The word
"acceptable" I am told, is from the Greek word, Euarestos, and occurs seven times.
Here is another passage containing this word: "And be not conformed to this world:
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God (ROM. 12:2).
Beloved, may it be, that we be given wisdom to walk in a way acceptable to the Lord.
Let's be obedient to His will. If we take time to be holy, we will be loved and blessed
of the Lord.

(Colin Hilton, Hindley)

I was reading a report in a motoring magazine about helping people out when their
vehicle had broken down and they were left stranded by the roadside.
The magazine had carried out a survey using 3 volunteer drivers. The first was a
female researcher pretending to change a wheel. Within a minute she received offers

of help. Even on a country road another motorist pulled up within 3 minutes to lend
assistance. In a city street one man wanted to push her car before she even had time
to release the handbrake!

A male researcher, who was shabbily dressed, had a miserable time, waiting as
hundreds of motorists raced by with not one of the drivers willing to stop to help or
ask what was wrong. Even his exaggerated pretence of changing a wheel failed to
bring any offers of help.

The third person was a businessman, smartly dressed and pretending to be fixing a
problem with the engine on a brand new Jaguar XJ Executive.
The three people were given 2 sets of clothing to dress in - one smart and the other
j^nkempt.
xcs a common perception that a smart-looking businessman will get more offers of

help than a woman wearing a donkey jacket and work boots. And so it proved in this
experiment. The findings were put to a psychologist from the Royal Automobile Club

(RAC) who said that they seemed to confirm a well-documented psychological
occurrence known as the "bystander effect".

The term bystander effect refers to the phenomenon in which the greater the
numbers of people present, the less likely people are to help a person in distress.
When an emergency situation occurs, observers are more likely to take action if there
are few or no other witnesses.

There are two major factors that contribute to the bystander effect. First, the
presence of other people creates a diffusion of responsibility. Because there are
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other observers, individuals do not feel as much pressure to take action, since the
responsibility to tal<e action is thought to be shared among all of those present. The
second reason Is the need to behave in correct and socially acceptable ways.
When other observers fail to react, individuals often take this as a signal that a
response is not needed or not appropriate.

In the experiment above the main factors which determine whether people will stop
are thought to be firstly, whether their feelings will be disturbed by stopping and,
secondly, whether or not they are putting themselves at risk.
So what about us as Christians? Are we on the outside looking In at the needs of the
lost souls around us? Do we suffer from a tendency towards the "bystander effect"?

I really love the story commonly referred to as the parable of The Good Samaritan.
It contains some points of real conscience. We should all be concerned to know what
good we should do in this life as a means to our own attainment of eternal life. The_

lawyer put such a question to Jesus when, as Luke records: He stood up and asked'^ ^

of Jesus: "Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?"

The lesson of this parable is crystal clear and it is this: when the day comes on which
we stand before the Lord, our great High Priest, he is going to judge us on the way
that we reacted to the needs of our fellow men; not just 'the high and the mighty'
but also the humble and poor; not just the smartly dressed but the ones that are

clothed in rags too. He will not judge us on the basis of how much knowledge we have
collected or how much fame we have gained or how much of a bank balance that we
have accumulated. Rather, he is going to judge us, at least in part, on the help that
we have given to those in need.

The story of Francis of Assisi begins by relating that he was a rich young man and a
lover of pleasure - one of the famous youths of his day. His father was a wealthy cloth
merchant. One day he was riding his horse to a neighbouring town when he came
across a poor, hideously disfigured man. Now up to this moment Francis, although
showing some magnanimity of spirit towards the poor, had really revelled in pleasures
and riches. But the story goes on that on this day he dismounted from his horse and
threw his arms around this wreck of a man and gave him all the money that he had.
Some accounts say that as Francis embraced the man it was if the figure lying there
in his arms seemed to change into Jesus himself.
Matthew 25: 40: "...and the King shall answer and say unto them, truly I say
you, inasmuch as you have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, yv.
have done it to me." In this sense, if help is given to a fellow human, it is help given
to Christ himself.

The sword of grief and pity should pierce our hearts whenever we see the sight of
human need and unhappiness. It isn't enough though to see or feel. Both of these
senses should be turned into action. We who have been reconciled to God by

accepting Christ into our lives have been called to high service. 12 Cor. 5:18: "... and
all things are of God, who has reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and has given
to us the ministry of reconciliation".

If we believe in God, it is our duty to dedicate our lives to the cause of His kingdom
in the world. "For we are labourers together with God" (1 Cor. 3:9). This is the
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greatest honour that we can have in our life of service. We are God's tool-l<it; God's
husbandry; God's building; God's cultivation of the soil. We are not the agent - rather
we are the instrument; not the workman, but the tool. As Paul says, it isn't 'Christ
and r, but "Christ through me" according to the power that works in us. And we
should be ready with the answer to the call of service: "then I heard the voice of the
Lord saying - whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then I answered and said,
Here I am, send me" (Isaiah 6:8).

It is commonly accepted that people will gladly give away anything but themselves.
It isn't enough just to give time, money or a little energy. These won't be accounted
to us as a sufficient substitute by Him who gave not only His possession, but also His
very life for us.
The desire of a Christian is to take in, not to shut out. It's a grievous and tragic thing
to see how many Christians these days are concerned to shut the door rather than
to open it; they are concerned to narrow the circle rather than to widen it. Their policy

'"^is withdrawal from others rather than co-operation with them. To anyone who hasn't
accepted the Lord into his or her life I urge you to send out a call today for Jesus to
give you a new start in life. And for those who already belong to the Lord, let's not
be stood on the outside looking in, but let's be on the inside looking out and helping
those who need our assistance in coming to know Jesus. Not waiting, but working.
Not a bystander but a willing helper.

GOD'S LOVE FOR YOU
By V.Sujatha (Stretford)
He has been watching you from the day He made you. He made you from the dust
of earth and made you rule over all things (Ecclesiasts 3:20, Genesis 2:7). You were
made in His image (James 3:9). Then He saw you take your first step towards sin
(Isaiah 59:2). He watched you go away from Him. He saw you go close to hell and
wanted to save you because you are His creation. His children (Acts 17:28,29).
His love for you was so great that He sent His only begotten Son to die for you so
that you may be saved through His Son, Jesus (Luke 19:10, John 3:16,17). Jesus was
sinless (1 Peter 2:22; Hebrews 4:15), still He saw Him suffer for you. He suffered
great distress and agony. He was forsaken by His friends (Matthew 26:56); He was

/—iifspised and rejected (Matthew 27:39,40); He was betrayed and denied (Matthew
i:48-75). His Son, the Son of God came for you and He saw you mock and
persecute Him (Mark 15:16-20). Even though He was in the form of God, He took on

the form of a slave (Philippiaris 2:5-7). He watched you crucify His son (Matthew
27:31). He watched His Son die for you (Mark 15:37). He gave you a perfect plan to
save you from sin (Acts 2) but you did not listen. He sent many prophets with the
good news but you did not listen. He sent his Son from heaven but you did not
believe. Still the Father waits for you in Heaven, waiting for His lost children to come
to Him. The last thing He would want is for you to go to the place of torment. There
will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over people, who do not
need to repent (Luke 15:7). When your earthly father forgives you your sins and
accepts you back into the house he rejoices that his lost child is back (Luke 15:1124). How much more happy your heavenly Father will be to have His lost child back.
He is waiting in heaven with open arms for you. Come to Him; come to your Father.
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the chief cornerstone and that in him the

whole building will be joined together
and rise to become a holy temple in the
Lord. (cf. Ephesians 2:20). Thank you for
your continued support.

fleui/ ond
Informolion

Dale Meikle

Chano ilppeql
The Ghana fund committee would like to
announce the retirement of the fund sec

retary Janet Macdonald, she was a val

ComiAQ Gyenl/

ued member of the committee and her
hard work and dedication were a testi

mony to her love for the Ghanaian
brethren and the Lord. We are pleased
that sister Christine Wood ctkwood@hotmail.com has volunteered to take her

place and would ask that all donation
cheques for the work in Ghana be made
payable to: Dennyloanhead Church of
Christ Ghana

Fund

and

sent to

Mrs.
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We would ask for your continued prayers
for the work of the Lord in Ghana and

pray above all that the Lord be glorified
and that the seed planted in Ghana will
grow into the household of God, built on
the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as
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info@europeanchristianworkshop.com
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www.europeanchristianworkshop.com

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

(6 issues per year)
PRICE PER COPY - POST PAID FOR ONE YEAR
UNITED KINGDOM

£7.50

OVERSEAS RATES ARE AVAILABLE FROM THE TREASURER
DISTRIBUTION AGENT & TREASURER:

JOHN K. KNELLER, 4 Glassel Park Road, Longniddry, East Lothian, EH32 ONY.
E-mail: john@kkneller.freeserve.co.uk
Tel: 01875 853212 to whom change of address should be sent.
EDITOR: ROBERT MARSDEN, 4 The Copse, Orrell Road, Orrell, Wigan,
England, WN5 8HL. Tel: 01942 212320 E-mail: bobnnarsden@bulldoghome.com
-X

The Scripture Standard" is printed fortJie publishers by Lothian Printers, 109 High Street,Dunbar, East Lothian, EH421ES.
Tel: 01368863785 Fax:01368864908 E-nriail: lothian.printers@virgin.net

lrl^€

scciPirucE
STANIDACID
Vol. 76 No. 4

2009

"Let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us looking
unto Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith"
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I It is hardly fashionable within 'Church of Christ'

circles to praise the Archbishop of Canterbury, but I
have to confess to

being

impressed

by the

Archbishop's sermon at the Armistice Day
Remembrance Service held back in November 2009

-

in St. Paul's cathedral. I caught a short passage of

uOCl S 6t6rnfll

the sermon whilst driving and was sufficiently

. -
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interested in what he was saying to search out the

full text of his address on the internet the following

I day. The themes that he spoke about in the context
of the remembrance of the fallen and wounded in

conflict are themes that cause me a lot of thought, and no few problems, in trying to truly
understand our relationship with God,
Revelation and faith

In his address the Archbishop was essentially trying to bring some rational thought, on this
occasion in particular in the context of the 2 World Wars of the 20th century, to the muchasked question: "What was God doing to allow so many people to suffer so much?"
Whenever tragedy strikes in either isolated or large-scale circumstances it is almost
inevitable that this question will be asked even though the actual form of the question
might have different emphases. It is also one of those great irrationalities that the people
who often ask this question are those that would deny the existence of God! It has always
been a mystery how people can question the motives of someone that they believe doesn't
exist!

Before I reproduce and comment upon some extracts from the Archbishop's address it is
probably only fair that I make clear some of my own views about God's activity in the
world so that each reader can put my further comments into that context. Without doubt
God remains the omnipotent, omniscient and omnipresent Being who is revealed to us in
scripture. In those respects we have the assurance of God's power, wisdom and presence
in the world and that, together with the sacrifice of Jesus, is the basis of the Christian's
hope, not just in this world, but in the eternal world to come. He is also a providential
Contents: 1 - Editorial; 5 - Thinking Out Lound; 7 - Do Not Be Conformed; 11 - Question Box;
12 - Seeing Clearly; 14 - Future Of The Scripture Standard; 15 - News &Info.

God who has fitted the world for the physical habitation of manl<ind and spiritually has "granted
to us all things that pertain to life and godliness", an "escape from corruption" and the
opportunity to "become partakers of the divine nature". We do well to really let the significance
of those words excite us! God has provided us too with instruction and advice as to the
behaviours and attitudes that work best within His creation and provided us with His own
indwelling presence in the Spirit.
On the other hand God, in His wisdom, has also placed a huge amount of responsibility into
the hands of mankind - responsibility to order his affairs for the physical well-being of all and
the responsibility for making his own decisions about spiritual matters and relationship with
God in the revealed knowledge of His majesty and the eternal provision that has been made
for us.

Why does God allow...?
The "Why does God allow this to happen" question (Why does God allow wars, people to die,
children to suffer etc) only arises with any validity if God is considered to be an interventionist
God who is prepared to, and likely to, step in at times of personal, national or international
problems or crises and prevent the worst excesses of human life from occurring. If God is an

interventionist, then it is perfectly valid to consider why one event, tragic orotherwise, migl»^

be allowed to happen by God whilst another is prevented from occurring. Now I know that tl.
immediate response to this proposition will be that it is not within the scope of mankind to
question or challenge the ways of God; that God has the sovereign authority to allow or
disallow what He wills and that 'His ways are not our ways'; that if we try to understand the
rationality of God's actions we effectively reduce Him to our level and try to build our
relationship with Him on our powers of reason rather than faith. Many of these thoughts arise
as we read the events of the Old Testament though it does seem to me that even then God's
interventions were not to 'solve problems' but more to demonstrate the effects of ignoring God
or being disobedient to His will.
If God isn't an interventionist in the sense of'micro-managing' the affairs of mankind, then the
"Why does God allow .." question simply doesn't arise and we must conclude that what God
'allows' is for events to unfold for good or evil in a natural way; that now having made His full
revelation to mankind through the incarnation of Jesus, the inspired words of Scripture and the
lives of faithful men and women He expects mankind, with that continuing legacy, to 'work out'
his relationship with God in a world in which both good and evil play their part. People can,
and regrettably do, ignore God; some think they know better, and others simply don't know or
care what God says. Why does God allow people, Christians included, to make stupid and
irresponsible mistakes that sometimes have tragic consequences? Well one view might be that
whilst He has made all necessary provision and revelation - He has also placed responsibility
and accountability in our own hands. Christians of course should take decisions prayerfully
drawing on the knowledge that we have of God's will for us and in the context of the
providential care that God has bestowed on us as we discussed earlier.

A God to solve all problems...?
In his address Dr Williams spoke of the psychological and emotional damage that the First
World War in particular inflicted upon both nations and individuals and of the loss of 'human
purpose and human meaning' as a result of that conflict. He said: "The generation that lived
through the War was a generation both literally depleted by mass slaughter and depleted or
diminished in another way by the loss of so much confidence and aspiration." One of the
passages of the address that then caught my attention was when he spoke about the effect of
the conflicts on people's attitudes towards God. He said: "The war shattered so many illusions
for those who suffered in the trenches and further afield, as well as on the Home Front. But it

also sorted out the wheat from the chaff, and built some powerful moral clarities. And some,
at least, of those who tried to make sense of where God had been in all this realised that losing

the safe, problem-solving God who protected nations and empires might itself be a gift, a
moment of truth that brought the reality of God closer, recognised or not."
It is conceivable of course that in a conflict situation both sides of the same conflict could be

appealing to the same God for both protection and 'success', however that is defined. God is
appealed to 'protect our nation' or our values - from both sides! However it is the comment
about the loss of the 'safe, problem-solving God who protected nations and empires' that had
me thinking. Is this a trap that we fall into even now as Christians? Is it a perception of God
that we have allowed and enabled those without a faith to slip into with our appeals to God for
'help' In every circumstance of life? Is our view of God that all we have to do is present our
'prayers and supplications' (very often our wish list) to Him and our benevolent and problemsolving God will simply deal with all of the nasty issues that confront us and allow us to live
pain and stress-free lives? We need the assurance of His presence, but do we really expect him
to solve every problem? I would suggest, with all humility that perhaps we have spent too long
imploring God to deal with situations, (which are of man's making and not God's) and solve
our perceived problems and too little time simply expressing our heartfelt thanks to God for
fact that He has, already, through His Son, dealt with the most pressing and life;eatening affliction of mankind - that being, of course, that most suffocating and deadly
affliction of sin.

In a further passage of his speech the Archbishop made reference to the writings of a military
chaplain: "Geoffrey Studdert-Kennedy, the charismatic military chaplain universally known as
'Woodbine Willie', was one of those who tried to make sense of this. What he wrote can still
shock and challenge in deep ways. One of his meditations on 'God and Prayer' begins by
evoking a scene in the trenches: 'I wish that chap would chuck his praying. It turns me sick.
I'd much rather he swore like the sergeant.' So is prayer useless? Is God truly absent and
powerless? Studdert-Kennedy simply answers that prayer won't save us from suffering any
more than it saved Christ from his cross. But it is the only thing that makes us able to fight
against evil in the only way that will actually transform the situation as Christ did - by selfless
compassion, with all the risk that carries.
In all his work, in his sermons, his meditations, his astonishing poems, so many of them cast
in the voice of the ordinary soldier in the trenches, full of protest and apparent blasphemy,
Studdert-Kennedy argues against the bland, problem-solving God. His commitment is to the
God who is discovered in the heart of your own endurance and pain - not a solution, not a
Father Christmas or a fairy godmother, but simply the one who holds your deepest self and
makes it possible for you to look out on the world without loathing and despair."

Now if, in talking about 'the God who is discovered in the heart of your own endurance and
pain', Studdert-Kennedy means that you effectively create your own 'god' with whatever

/^^aracteristics you want him to have, then of course we can have little sympathy with that
jint of view. However it must also be true that whilst God is unchanging, and unchangeable
at the whim of our imagination, there is no such thing as a homogeneous 'experience' of God,
just as there is no 'one size fits all' experience of life. Our relationship with God is deeply
personal and in that respect He is the omniscient, omnipotent and omnipresent Being who not
only holds our deepest self, but also understands our deepest motivations and intents.

Thankfulness for God's providence
When considering God's interventions into, or directions of, the affairs of mankind or of
individual Christians, I am very conscious of the deeply held convictions of many people and it
is certainly not my intention to disrespect the spiritual conviction or experience of any

Christian. I know that many of you feel that God has 'moved you' to worl< in a particular
location or sphere of activity. Others feel that God has led them to the right career or job or
to the right partner. I do though become very uneasy when Christians have recounted that
events have conspired to prevent them, for example, from boarding an aeroplane that
subsequently crashed with total loss of life, or taking a car journey that had tragic
consequences. Luck, fate or divine intervention? And what of the person who replaced the
fortunate non-traveller and lost his or her life as a result?

Whether God is an interventionist or a non-interventionist, whether He is an observer of our
lives or the master puppeteer, or something in between, what I do believe Is that we need to
raise our horizons beyond seeing God as the problem solver or 'fairy godmother' figure. Of
course we are invited to make our prayers and supplications known to God, but let us not make
those prayers and supplications into a 'wish list' of outcomes that we want God to deliver to
us. Rather let our emphasis be to give thanks to God for the remarkable things that he has
already done for us. And let us always bear in mind when we approach God, (and if you take
nothing else away from this article please take this thought), that in His eternal providence,
with the grace and love that define His Fatherhood, He has already dealt with and determined
that all of the barriers that once existed to our hope of an eternal inheritance should be

removed. Satan has been defeated; the price of our redemption has been paid; the do\pak.
payment on our salvation is already in God's hands; the victory over sin and death has be' ^
won; our eternal home is prepared and waiting for us. God does not need to constantly provide
us with more to 'prove' his love for us because what He has already done is providence indeed
- and more than we could ever imagine or deserve. And the real blessing is that the best is
yet to come!

When Paul wrote to the Christians at Colossae, he told them that in his prayers to God, he
thanked God for their faith, their love for the brethren and their love in the Spirit. Paul then
expresses to them what he prays for on their behalf, and I think we will do well, on behalf of
each other to echo the prayer of Paul. His prayer is not for material comfort or wealth, not for
continuous good health, not for a divine answer or instant solution to every one of life's
problems. As I bring the privilege of being editor of the Scripture Standard for a brief period
to a close, I hope that we can join together with Paul in expressing our true desire for one
another and our true hope: "And so, from the day that we heard of it (the faith and love
of the brethren at Colossae - Ed), we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you
may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding, to lead a life worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit
in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God. May you be
strengthened with ail power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and
patience with joy, giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the
inheritance of the saints in light. He has delivered us from the dominion of darkness
and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in Whom we have redemption,
the forgiveness of sins."
^
I would like to offer my heartfelt thanks for having had the opportunity to edit the Scripture
Standard, and offer my apologies for the inconsistency of issues these last 12 months or so.
It would have been impossible to produce the magazine at all without the support of John
Kneller, Ian Davidson, Frank Worgan, Ruth Nisbet and Pat Moncrieff - theirs has been a labour
of love and we owe them all a great debt of gratitude. Thank you all. Those that have provided
stimulating articles for publication. Rose Payne, John Diggle, Ian Grant and others, you our
readers and our printers have been true partners. Having undertaken the role of editor for a
short time I am genuinely in awe of the previous editors and contributors who each served for
so long. I would like to wish every success to Bro Allan Ashurst and his team as they prepare
to the magazine forward. Robert Marsden.

Thinking Out Loud
Ian S. Davidson: Motherwell

ART AND MEANING
Paul Cezanne, the famous artist, will always be associated with Aix - en - Provence
in France. At one time he was regarded by people in the city as an odd individual.
Today his name is everywhere in Aix and because of him tourists visit from all over
the world. I can tell you that he is no longer regarded as odd.
Cezanne was born in Aix in 1839 and died there in 1906. His art has had, and still

has, a huge influence on many painters throughout the world. He has had a great
influence on me and I grew to admire his work when I took Art as a Higher subject
at Secondary school. I soon learned that he was a Post-Impressionist artist, as were
Vincent Van Gough and Paul Gauguin. Somehow Cezanne's work struck a chord with
me and we have been in harmony ever since those happy school days in the 1960's.
It was a special thrill for me to visit recently his studio in Aix and to hear a wonderful

lecture on him delivered by a very capable young French girl.
FRANCIS SCHAEFFER

By the time I had left school I had studied the artists known as the Impressionists
and Post-Impressionists quite extensively. However, it was a radio programme I
heard from Monaco in Millport, Scotland that was to help me understand what many
of these artists were really about. The programme featured Francis Schaeffer and he
was obviously a religious man and someone who dealt with modern subjects in an
exciting and different way. I knew nothing of him, but, consequently, sought out
some of his books in London. Eventually, I managed to purchase all of his works,
which, incidentally, I recently re-read.
Schaeffer speaks of a "line of despair" in the modern world and dates it to 1890 in
Europe and 1935 in the United States. Below this line are various disciplines. The first
step below the line is Philosophy. Then come Art, Music, General Culture and
Theology. In Philosophy it was Hegel (1770-1831) who opened the door into the line
of despair and in Art it was the Impressionists. He writes: "There are three men who
stand out above them all. They are Van Gogh (a Dutchman), Gauguin and Cezanne
(Frenchmen). Each was a genius; they were very real human men, and each
produced pictures that show their genius as artists. However, as we enjoy these
pictures as art, appreciating their composition, their use of colour and all other things
to admire, we must also see their place in the second step in the 'line of despair'.
They are the three pillars of modern art. In each case they tried to find a universal
in their art as Leonardo da Vinci had tried many centuries before them. What the
philosopher was trying to do within the scope of the whole universe, they now tried
do on a limited scale on their canvases. As they crossed the threshold of the line
r despair, they began a desperate search to find a universal that would give them

back reality, something more than just particulars. They were seeking to express a
form and a freedom which would be valid in the scope of their discipline, art."
Both Van Gogh and Gauguin died in despair, but not Cezanne. Schaeffer writes: "As
far as we know, tragedy never caught up with him. He died, as far as I have been
able to discover, without ever coming to the conclusion of despair." The young lecturer
in Aix informed us that, deep- down, Cezanne was a religious man and so that might
be why he was different from the rest.

Provence is also associated with Van Gogh and Gauguin and that is why I also visited
Saint Remy and Aries while in that region of France. For me. Van Gogh has been a

lifetime study too, ever since I read a book featuring his letters to his brother Theo.
MEANING

People today seek for meaning in their lives through philosophy or art or music or
whatever. Sadly, few turn to the Bible for guidance and help. Humanism has driven
people away from reality with the result that many are left with only their finite
expressions. Universals or absolutes are rejected. Relativism is everywhere and so
everywhere there are problems. Societies throughout the world are struggling against
this falsehood. Make no mistake about it; relativism leads to despair and disaster.
I think I can now see where the likes of Cezanne, Van Gogh and Gauguin were coming
from. I think too I can see where Jesus is coming from. My understanding of Jesus
and His teaching I place in far higher regard than anything I have gleaned from Art
or Music or Philosophy. Jesus, I believe, is Truth, Absolute Truth, and He has revealed
Total Truth for the salvation of mankind. After all, Jesus was not only human. He was
also Divine. Jesus could have spoken about many other subjects while on earth, but
his thoughts and actions were concerned with saving men and women from sin, Satan
and eternal death. I have no problem when it comes to "meaning" with Jesus. He said
what He meant and meant what He said - always. He truly told us and showed us

what life is all about. And Life is all about God and His Son who is the Way, the Trutla^
and the Life.

People are able to create great art or music or technology because they are created
in the image of God. The constitution of the human being is body, soul and spirit. The
spirit is what makes us different from the animals. "The spirit is the highest and
noblest part of man." So wrote Martin Luther. Someone else wrote; "The spirit is that
part of man which makes him able to reason and to think, and which makes him kin
to God; it is through his spirit that man can receive a message from God, and can
enter into fellowship with God who is spirit."
We were created for God's pleasure. In this life we must not live to please ourselves,
but to please Him. Yes, there is much in the world to enjoy, but everything has to be
kept in perspective. To lose sight of the real purpose of life and the true goal of life
can result in despair. I weep for so many in this world (some quite brilliant people)
who have lost their way. They have been taken in by the Zeitgeist, the spirit of the
age, and not submitted themselves to the Spirit of God. They have elevated the

creativity, attainments and wisdom of man above the creativity, attainments and
wisdom of God. It is God who has given us the world with all its beauty. Without His
works there would be no human accomplishments. Yet, so often the good Lord is not
given the credit He so justly deserves. Cezanne painted the famous Mont SainteVictoire outside Aix scores of times, but it was God who put the mountain there in
the first place!
CONCLUSION

We read in the book of Revelation: "Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory an^J^
honour and power: for Thou hast created all things, and for Thy pleasure they art
and were created" (4:11). So life on earth is meaningful, not meaningless. There is
a purpose to human existence. We are not here by chance, but design. Everyone who
sees a painting of Mont Sainte - Victoire can safely say there is an artist behind it.
Yet, why is there not an artist behind the real thing? God is the supreme Artist,
Architect and Designer! For example. His landscapes worldwide are wonderful. They
have a beauty that is breathtaking. But, the big question is, do we enhance the
landscapes or spoil them? Are we living in harmony with nature and, above all, in
harmony with its Creator? Is the Artist of all artists pleased to include us in the overall

picture? And will He welcome all of us one day into the perfect world to come? Will
we all be a part of the eternal picture in heaven? I pray that this will be so.

DO NOT BE CONFORMED TO THIS WORID
iContlniied from Issue 3)
Ian Grant (Corby)

Every culture, and ours Is no exception, will have an impact upon those living in that society;
it will change people's thinking in ways that can be identified, yet in ways that we may not
notice. This means that there are aspects of our culture that ought to be viewed with caution
and even great concern, when it comes to faithfully living the Christian life. For example, the
remarkable success of marketing can influence our readiness to learn from the scriptures in
unexpected ways. To be more precise, we ought to view with some scepticism the world's idea
that big is better and that numbers are the answer. Even in the market today, size alone Is no
guarantee of success for large companies are not immune from failure. Not that there is
anything wrong with big numbers in themselves for the more who choose to serve Christ the
better, and the greater the improvement there will be in this country as a whole for

^4^ghteousness exalts a nation' (Prov. 14:34).
.JCCESS-ORIENTED

In the modern business environment the success of many businesses is dependant upon
meeting ever increasing sales targets, and until the present credit crunch, businesses have
been extraordinarily successful. We have seen small companies grow into multi-nationals such
that their products are now household names in countries throughout the world. As such they
enjoy economies of scale that give them the edge over their competitors and they continue to
grow. A significant factor in that growth is their ability to successfully market their products.
Where all around us success is measured in terms of numbers, then in the Church we can
expect to be influenced by such thinking. As small churches are the norm in this country, and
we learn of huge denominational churches overseas, we can begin to equate success with large
numbers and importantly also, failure with small numbers. (What we can easily overlook is that
in America, figures from the denominational world show that the majority of churches are in
fact quite small - with fewer than 100 members.) In such an environment, where the Church
is not growing all that well, we can expect that a marketing culture can have an appeal. After
all If it works in the commercial world, why not in the Church? And the mega-churches show
that it can work.

DOES IT WORK?

Where marketing is king, one of the outcomes is that truth tends to be stifled or even silenced.
In a society where technology is so crucial, and the focus is on what works, the question of
right or wrong all too often gets overlooked or even ignored. Governments are constantly
^.Mbaving to bring in new laws in order to regulate company practices, because it is considered
lat unfair advantage has been taken of the consumer. Today, the bonus culture in the banks
where failure is rewarded is in the news. This is to say nothing of the examples of outright
dishonesty that have come to light in recent times. It is not as if the companies have no idea
as to what is right and wrong and what is fair and what is unfair, and only governments
understand. Making profits can get in the way of making ethical decisions. Success is no
indication of the presence of truth and indeed may point in the opposite direction.
For some time now we have seen examples on television of it being argued that some medical
research ought to go ahead because of the benefits that are likely to flow from the research.
The well-worn phrase is that Mt could potentially help millions of people'. Whether it is ethical
is not the question being asked. I saw one example where it was argued that it would be
unethical not to do the research; that was nothing less than pure sophistry.

That such thinking has trickled down to everyday life can be seen in the practice of not telling
someone that they are dying. The usual justification for this is that it is kinder to the one who
is facing death. What this means in practice is that the family knows what is happening and so
they all live out a lie, pretending that the individual is going to get better. While not driven by
commercial gain, clearly this is not ethical. But it works in that it helps the living to avoid the
unpleasant. At the same time, it fails the dying for they are deprived of the opportunity to sort
out their affairs. But they are not around to complain.
Yet another example was on the television recently where it was reported that in India boys
are highly prized and girls cost a dowry, and so many girls are aborted. It was claimed that it
is not an ethical issue but a consumer choice.

The same thinking tends to creep into all areas of life including the Church; what works and is
efficient is seen as ethical. The result can be that if large numbers are achieved then it is seen
as working and so it must be right. It is just a way of saying that the end justifies the means.
Once we believe that numbers are the measure rather than what is ethical, Bible study
becomes less important for scripture makes ethics a priority. It may not be spelt out in people's
minds so clearly, but the practice of having success decide what is ethical will push scripture
to the sidelines.

ANOTHER EXAMPLE

^

Not that long ago the bus ministry was seen as the way for churches to grow. A good number
of children were bussed in every Sunday from around the local neighbourhood to attend Bible
classes, and without a doubt the numbers in some cases were large. Thankfully, the endeavour
did save many souls and much good was achieved in many different ways through this
outreach.

Nonetheless, in some situations any criticism of the work at the time was met by pointing to
the large numbers of new children being brought into contact with the Church. You can hardly
argue with success! This was a particularly pointed response to criticism as evangelism in the
Church was generally very much on the wane.
However, that in the long run it was not the success that was expected can be seen in that
bussing in children has almost disappeared. For example, churches did not grow as was
anticipated for as the children grew up many simply stopped attending. For many parents it
was little more than a child-care programme and for the children it was a fun experience. That
it exposed many to the Church and that was their only contact with the Church is a fact that
should not be minimised.

In practical terms it turned out that the manpower to run such a huge endeavour was beyond
many of the churches. Some saw the problem and adjusted their efforts accordingly, but for
some the demand for workers was so great that people were sidelined from their own Bible
study in order to cope with the numbers. This at times included new Christians. After all, no
great biblical knowledge was necessary to participate in the programme and there was lots
work to be done. And there are always people who prefer activity to study.
In such a demanding undertaking, people working together under pressure inevitably tread on
each other's toes. Some, not having studied the scriptures to learn how to treat each other in
loving ways, or how to deal with conflict in a biblical way, just exacerbated the problem. Just
when brethren needed to learn about how to get on with each other, when working under
pressure and so closely with others, they were cut off from the source of that knowledge by
not being in Bible classes.
Further, the logistics of it were such that people were simply worn out by all the work. As
people exhausted themselves some fell away and others remained faithful, but having got into
the habit of not attending Bible study, they did not pick it up again.
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It is important to remember that what I have described is not true of all bus ministries, and I
have simply used the bus ministry to illustrate a point; that an over emphasis on numbers can
be a mistake and result In brethren missing out on Bible study and even sermons in some
cases.

MEGA-CHURCHES

That was the past, but what of the present? Today there are some well-known denominational
mega-churches in the USA. Their attendance figures are very impressive and at a time when
we are not making a significant impact upon the world, we can find ourselves attracted to their
methods and thinking that the success of the Church is to be measured in numbers. Their
ubiquitous books are full of ways that they use to reach the lost in large numbers. Read their
books, that are often best sellers, and it is easy to yearn for such growth where we are.
Admittedly, a more modest growth for we are not so naive as to expect to grow churches that
big.

It turns out that these mega-churches have taken the techniques that have made the modern
commercial world flourish and used them to grow large churches. Along with successful
businesses their market strategy is to identify the demands of the market place and respond
those demands. They learn the consumer's appetites and expectations, assess the
-onsumers perceived needs, and provide what the consumer wants. The idea is that if you give
people what they want they will attend. In a sense the consumer is sovereign.
CONSUMER IS SOVEREIGN?

But this is using marketing methods that are quite inappropriate for the Church. For a business
to be successful consumers must be given what they want. In order to expand, businesses
cater to people's wants and not necessarily their needs. They do not differentiate as long as
their product sells. The problem is that the majority of needs are really no more than selfindulgence, and self-indulgence is what many businesses promote. Indeed, one could say that
self-indulgence has become the world's gospel; but that is contrary to the genuine gospel
(Matthew 16:24-25).

Then there is the issue of what people see as their needs. In our consumer oriented and selfobsessed society, people want self-understanding, self-improvement and something that will
help them reach their goals in life. Many are looking for helpful hints for better marriages, or
have problems with stress, or with loneliness, or a lack of fulfilment, or what they think is low
self-esteem. They want these to be resolved. To help achieve this they think that they must
discover themselves, and come to know who they are; they must get in touch with themselves.

Further they want to know how to master the self to be able to reach their full potential so that
they can be successful. The emphasis is on the self and the therapeutic. Pop-psychology with
its focus on needs promotes such thinking.

God, through the scriptures explains just who we are and how to live a full life. However, the

''gospel is not about health, happiness and worldly success and not about meeting people's
perceived needs. Instead, it makes it plain that the real answer to life's problems requires
giving up being self-centred. Not surprisingly, that is not a message that is welcomed.
Being told that we are sinners and that being a Christian includes having to deny oneself is
nothing like as attractive as being told that the pain you have caused and the pain you suffer
are not your fault. To be told that you do not have to feel guilty, for you are not responsible
for your actions, and so you can feel good about yourself is attractive. A self-centred
generation, that lives life for today and has come to expect to have what it wants, right away,
is not attracted to a message that requires sacrifice and service today, and is, in their view,
nothing more than pie in the sky. In the words of the chant: they want what they want and
they want it now.

THERAPY TAKES OVER AND THEOLOGY DIES

If it is believed that psychology has the answers then why study the scriptures that major in
how we are to behave in our relationships with each other and those in society? When the
therapeutic takes over real theology dies in the Church as the hard work of relating scripture
to life is abandoned in favour of a more attractive message that is on offer. When sin and
salvation, guilt and grace are replaced by personal problems, secular counselling and
therapeutic practices, Bible study falls by the wayside as almost irrelevant. In an effort to
remain relevant, sermons and lessons can become no more than the latest offerings from poppsychology. Instead of sermons being about the cross, they are about us.
We must not overlook the fact that when businesses fail to provide what consumers believe
that they need, the consumers will take their business elsewhere, as the demise of long
established stores demonstrates. When churches, built on meeting needs, fail to meet the
perceived needs of those attending they too will find that people will stop attending. This was
an element with the bus programme where parents used it simply as a baby-sitting service
until it was no longer needed.

The idea that the audience is sovereign is simply not true in the Church. Where do people get
the idea that the purpose of the church is to meet people's perceived needs? The customer
not always right. Paul writing to Timothy warned him that the day would come when brethren
would have their own ideas about what they wanted to hear. Timothy was not to go down that
track (2 Tim. 4:1-6). Regardless of what the brethren thought that they wanted to hear,
Timothy was to preach the word, whether or not it would keep the brethren happy. Paul did
not think that the consumer was king.
ONE GENUINE NEED

That these mega-churches and their books are having a direct influence upon us can be seen
in the fact that brethren have gone out and taken a survey of what the people in the
community want from the Church. The community is asked what the Church can do to meet
their needs.

People are sinners and, as such, are under the wrath of God (Rom. 1:18). This means that the
one genuine need that people have is for reconciliation to God. The good news that we have
to offer people is that lost sinners can be forgiven and reconciled to God. Sadly, many people
are not interested in such a message. However, should we choose to change the message and
teach something different it will no longer be the gospel (Gal. 1: 6-10). Appropriately, Paul
concluded: "For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I still
pleased men, I would not be a servant of Christ." NKJV).
OTHER PROBLEMS

To cater to what people want, a big church with a big staff is necessary to provide such things

as child care facilities, support groups, counselling and convenient car parking. Experience with^^
the bus programme should pour cold water on the notion that this is a great option.
In our modern world big programmes require big budgets. When money becomes a concern it
is easy to see how not upsetting people who give generously can easily become an issue.
Marketing the Church will soon demand that negative subjects, that might upset some, be
avoided and even that specific sins be tolerated. It is hardly surprising then that doctrine can,
without difficulty, end up being played down and Bible knowledge can be considered not to be
all that important. If the criterion for success is bums on seats the result can be that
assemblies can end up being more entertaining than edifying.
We ought to be aware that studies have shown that churches that water down doctrine and
adopt worldly values go into decline.
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QUESTION:

Some Practical Questions
of Faith

?
? • "*

The following reply was sent to one whose letters suggested that he is young in the faith, and
the questions he asked may, perhaps, remind the older ones among us that we often take
many things for granted and assume that young Christians know more than they do. Frank.
Dear Brother

Thank you for your questions. Because I am able to answer only one question a month in the
"Scripture Standard" I am taking this opportunity writing to you personally. I hope that you
appreciate that I cannot possibly take the time to answer the 20 or more questions contained
in the letters, and that my answers to the more important ones will necessarily be brief.
1. Why are married Christians stronger and more dedicated than single Christians?

,*4^e simple answer is that God Himselfdecided that Man should not remain alone, and provided
Jam with a wife, Jesus also said that a man should leave his father and mother and cleave

to his wife, The husband and wife provide for each other's needs, care for one another and
support one another. See Ephesians 5:22-33.
2. Did Israel receive the Holy Land promised from God?
When God called Abraham to leave Ur of the Chaldees in Mesapotamia, He sent him to a land
which he should afterwards receive as an inheritance (read Genesis 12 from verse 1).

In Gen.13:17 God again promised the land to Abraham and his descendants, and, eventually,
under the leadership of Joshua, they entered and possessed the land. But their possession of
the land was conditional on their faithfulness to God, and Joshua foresaw the time when they
would lose the land, because of unfaithfulness (Deuteronomy 30:17-18). Eventually, Israel

ceased to be the People of God, as Jesus points out in Matt.21:43. There is now a new 'Israel',
which consists of those who have accepted the Gospel (see 1st Peter 2:9-10). This means that
today Israel has no automatic right to the land of Palestine. Both Jews and Palestinians should
be allowed to set up independent nations.
3. Which is more beneficial - to ask questions or to make statements?

Both are beneficial, and both are necessary! You must ask questions and find the answers

before you can make statements. Learning consists in asking questions, and, if you do not ask
questions you will not learn. Lord Kelvin, the great Scottish scientist, about to conduct an
experiment, used to say to his students at Glasgow University, "Gentlemen please be silent. I
am about to ask God a question!"

Is it possible that Christians are not taught the Bible properly in Church services?
The quality of the teaching depends on the knowledge and ability of the teachers. If there are
no capable teachers in a congregation, the congregation will be untaught. A teacher cannot
pass on what he has not learned. And the teacher himself will not learn unless he studies.
5. ''God cannot be fooled, so why do so many people think that He can?"
Jesus said that "The god of this world (Satan) has blinded their eyes and stopped their
ears...".Matt,13:15, A man must be a fool to imagine he can get the better of God!
6. Can a funeral service be scriptural?

Certainly! Bear in mind that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, and that you should use

your body to serve God. It is fitting that when it dies, it is treated with reverence and respect.
Afuneral service is simply a reverent way of disposing of the 'tent' which the soul occupied but
has left, and, at the same time, it is an opportunity to pay respect to the one who, if he is a
Christian, has "gone to be with Christ, which is far better" (see 2nd Cor.5:l-10).
7. Why do we have a weekly Lord's Supper?
Jesus said, "Do this in remembrance of me".

And "they continued steadfastly in the apostles' teaching, and the fellowship, and the
BREAKING OF THE BREAD, and the prayers" (Acts 2:42).

"Upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break the bread (the
Lord's Supper) Paul preached to them" (Acts 20:7).

The First Day of the week is not Monday - as some unbelieving calendar producers appear to
think. The First Day of the week is the Lord's Day, commonly called Sunday. The early
Christians celebrated that day because it was the day of the Lord's resurrection, and they met
on that Day to remember Him in the feast that He had instituted.

I hope you find these answers useful. With kindest regards, your brother in Christ, Frank
Worgan.

^

John Kneller, Tranent

There is a miracle recorded by l^ark in chapter 8 and vv 22-26 in which Jesus heals a blind
man. The people who brought the man to Jesus for healing knew what Jesus needed to do

as they had seen His power before so they tell Him to 'Jiist touch him'. Jesus' response to
this request was to lead him bv the hand out of the village. He certainly touched him when
he did that but there was no healing. They must have been shocked and disappointed that the
anticipated healing had not happened as they expected but that Jesus just led him away.
In a quiet place Jesus lays hands on him and asks, "do you see anything"? The man's reply is
"/ see men like trees". This is better than being blind but distorted vision is hardly ideal. Jesus
lays His hands on him again. 'Now he sees clearly'.

At first glance it seems to be a miracle that doesn't quite work out which is very strange. It is
most unusual in that Jesus heals the man in two stages. Some writers have used this to show

the supposed human limitations of Jesus and therefore to question his deity. While I don't
expect our readers to go down that route it does raise the question in our minds: why did Jesus
take two 'attempts' to heal the man?

Only Mark records this miracle but he must have thought that it was worthy of our attentlnn —^

to include it in his gospel and expects us to learn from it. The passage pops up between th/^
feeding of the 5000 and the declaration by Peter that 'You are the Christ. This too is unusual,
that such a seemingly minor miracle should have such a prominent position in scripture. What
are we to make of it and what lessons can we learn from it? There are lots of different

explanations given to explain Jesus' actions in this miracle but the following reasons make
sense of it for me.

The request of the people bringing the blind man to Jesus seems to be a little frivolous, as
though it was the sensational aspect of the healing that they wanted to see. Only touch him
and he will be cured was what they expected. Eugene Petersen translates it this way: 'Just
give him a heaiing touch'. Simple contact with Jesus seemed sufficient to them to effect a
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cure. Now that is certainly possible. Mark 5, vv27-28 tells us about the woman who touched
the hem of his robe and was healed. But this type of superficial, brief encounter is not what
Jesus wants. He wants them to understand the miracles as a sign of His authority, of His deity
and of his Messianic mission. He wants to be taken seriously and not treated as some travelling
entertainer.

Jesus takes the man out of the village and cures him in stages. That must be significant and
must be intended by Mark to teach us something important. Could it be that Mark is showing
that a fleeting contact with Jesus will not produce the healing that we seek from Him? Rather
it will be through repeated close contact with Jesus that we will gain an increasingly clear
spiritual insight and begin to see more clearly and understand more fully His purpose for us.
We tend to be like the people who brought the blind man to Jesus in that we want instant action
and immediate results without any effort on our part. Our world is full of easy relationships
that have no depth or endurance and sometimes we bring these standards to our Christian life
as well. The New Testament is about an in-depth relationship with God the Father through
Jesus Christ. The parable of the sower teaches a very similar lesson i.e. that plants with a poor
root system fail to prosper and soon die.

remember this miracle from my RE lessons at school when it was held up as a clear example
the limited powers and obvious humanity of Jesus. Actually, the passage teaches the exact
opposite of my RE lesson. Jesus is in control all of the time. The problem that faced Jesus was
not any limitation on his own power or ability but the very limited understanding of the people
about Him including the disciples. The disciples as well as the people are spiritually dull and
slow to see the significance of the teaching and miracles of Jesus. In Mark 8, v21 the verse
before the healing of the blind man Jesus is obliged to ask the disciples "do you not yet
understand?"

This lack of understanding is further illustrated in the verses following the miracle. These
verses record Peter's grand confession that Vesus is the Christ. We might be forgiven for
thinking from this that the disciples had finally grasped who Jesus was and what He was about
but it is quite apparent from Jesus stern rebuke of Peter "to get behind me Satan" that this
was not the case. They would need much more time with Jesus and experience the trauma of
His crucifixion and joy of His resurrection before they even begin to understand His ministry.
The details of the miracle and its location within Mark's gospel lead me to conclude that there
are lessons we can learn from it. Firstly we can see that to enjoy an in-depth relationship with
Jesus and God the Father we will need more than a passing acquaintance. We need to make
provision for that in our lives, which are often so busy and full that there is only limited space
or time for spiritual values in them. 'Be still and know that I am the Lord' says the Psalmist yet
how often do we pause long enough to be with our Lord in spirit? The passage also tells me
that if I want to have a sense of well being and clear spiritual understanding then it can only
e acquired by spending time in prayer and meditation. We all need to feed on the word and

)row thereby if we want to understand whom Jesus really is and what He can really do for us.
To do that we will need more than casual contact. The disciples took three years to understand
who Jesus was and what His mission was. There was no shortcut for them, nor is there one for
us.

Our society is littered with failed relationships that were lightly entered into without serious
commitment. It would be tragic if our relationship with God our Father were as transient or
superficial as those we see in the world about us. Peter, the Rock, experienced some severe
tests and failures in his life but he survived them all because he stood beside Jesus in a close

relationship. Our faith needs to be deep rooted and strong so that we too can withstand the
trying of our faith and having done all to stand.
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FUTURE OF THE
SCRIPTURE STANDARD
The current team has taken the decision to bring their tenure of the Scripture
Standard to a close and with effect from June 2010 a new team, led by Bro Allan
Ashurst as editor, will assume responsibility for the future production of the SS. As
the above implies, I will be handing over my responsibilities as treasurer as this
change happens.

I would like to thank all of you for your loyal support over many years. I would
particularly thank those who collected subscriptions within the congregations and
then distributed the magazines. This has been the financial and circulation backbone
of the 'Standard' and without your involvement there would have been no magazine.
The financial support has been excellent and it is many years since I had to appeal
for assistance. To those congregations and individuals that consistently gave very
generously to finance our outreach to the Third World, a special word of thanks, not
just from me, but from all those who received a free copy.
At the present time the SS has sufficient funds to cover the final issue of the current
team so would all of our subscribers please note that no further payments are
needed. Bro Allan will inform you of the new arrangements in due course.
At the personal level it is a sad moment for me. I have handled the finance and
mailing of the 'Standard' since March 1978 and more than £124,000 of your money
has passed through my hands over the years to keep the magazine in circulation. It
has occupied a lot of my time and without Freda's unstinting support and help I could
not have done it.

Currently we send out 550 copies a month. The UK takes 368 copies the remainder
going to Africa, India, Asia, Commonwealth countries and the USA. Ruth Nisbet has
been a great help with mailing the magazine and Patricia Moncrieff has done the bulk
of the proof reading in recent years.
There have been four editors. Walter Crosthwaite was the first followed by Carlton
Melling, then James Gardiner and finally Robert Marsden. I'm not sure who served
as treasurer in the early days but I took over from Paul Jones. The 'Question Box' has
always been a popular feature and has had some notable editors such as Len
Channing, Alf Marsden, James Gardiner and of course is presently in the hands of
Frank Worgan. Another feature that ran for many years was the Scripture Reading
comments. Brother RB Scott of London and Ian Davidson are names that I associate

with it.

Leonard Morgan contributed a series that ran for many years entitlecji^

'Gleanings' and doubtless there are many other brothers and sisters who have made
valuable contributions to the work of the magazine. I feel sure that I speak for all of
them when I say that our prayer and hope is that we have served the Lord and His
Church well.

Finally, a word of thanks to our printers. Lothian Printers at Dunbar is a family run
business and we have been well served by them for many years. They have also
printed the Scripture Reading Cards for us and we intend to provide these in future
years as long as there is sufficient demand for them.
John Kneller
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nevertheless

his

earnest wish was to be able to meet with

the brethren again but sadly this was not

J

to be.

Betty and the family would like to thank
all who supported her during the last few
V
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weeks of John's life and those who sent
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Bro John Dod/ley
(fl Tribule)
John went to be with

the Lord on Saturday
6th February after

Jf^k succumbing to an illH

' ^

almost certainly started some 6
years previously.
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John was added to

the Lord's church in May 1954 and came
from a background associated with the
Salvation Army. He married Betty
Longden in March 1955 and shortly
afterwards was given the opportunity to
study with Bro Albert Winstanley.

cards and letters of condolence, she has
been greatly encouraged and comforted
by the kindness shown by so many peo
ple.
So many of us have memories of John
and the sermons that he preached, my
own lasting memory of him is one of a
true and faithful brother who could never

do enough for the Lord so much so that
I'm inspired to quote Paul in 2nd Timothy
4, V.7: "I have fought the good fight, I
have finished the race, I have kept the
faith" (NIV).

He is greatly missed by the brethren and
sisters at Beulah Rd, but we know that

our loss is the Lord's gain.
Bro Dennis Faulks

He and Betty raised 3 children, David,
Andrew and Sue, in a loving Christian

Jonekke lllil/on«

household.
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John worked tirelessly for the Lord
throughout his life as many brethren and
sisters throughout the length and
breadth of the country will be able to

^^ttest to. He never tired of witnessing

Sister Janette passed away suddenly at
home on 20th February 2010, four days
before her 80th birthday. Janette had
recently been in hospital, but due to ill
health had not been able to attend meet

jr the Lord or giving encouragement
and support to his fellow brethren and
sister churches and was only prevented
from meeting with the brethren at
Beulah Rd, by the debilitating effects of

fort Nancy and Joseph and all the family.

his illness.

service

He went into hospital in October 2009 to
have Knee Replacement surgery but
never recovered enough to be able to

2010.

ings for a number of years. Her husband,
John, died in 1998. We ask God to com

Brother David Ferguson conducted a
at Warriston Crematorium,
Edinburgh on Friday, 26th February

M Hunter

with the Slamannan District churches.

flIeH Couiie ond

Paul served the churches for 11 years as
evangelist and we remember their years

Clixobelh Coinie.
Pelerheod

of service with much affection.

She will

be remembered for her quiet ways,
ready smile and friendly nature.

Notices in respect of the deaths of both
Bro Alex Cowie and Sister Elizabeth
Cowie have been received since the last

issue. Both were long standing and much
loved
members of the church in
Peterhead and died within a short time of
each other towards the end of 2009.

Unfortunately space does not allow us to
print the full text of the notices but your
prayers are solicited for the church in

Florence died peacefully at Berrystead
Nursing Home on December 18th 2009
with her family beside her. We extend
our love and sympathy to her daughters
and their families at this sad time.

Our

hope, and Florence's, is in the Lord
Jesus, the Lord of life and glory, our
Saviour.

John Kneller

Peterhead and for the families of Alex
and Elizabeth.
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EUROPEAN CHRISTIAN
WORKSHOP 2010

Sister Isobel died in February 2010 after
a long illness. She was a much loved and
widely respected Christian and a knowl
edgeable Bible student. A full tribute will
be included in the next issue.

In the

meantime please keep Bro Frank, who
enjoyed so much love and support from
Isobel in his work for the Lord, and the
family in your prayers.

Lancaster University
Thurs 26tli Aug to
Sat 28th Aug. 2010
THEME - ^^THE KINGDOM OF GOD"
SONG LEADER - Keith Lancaster
SPEAKERS & SUBJECTS

Keynote Speaker:
Jeff Walling (USA) - The Kingdom Life
Contact: Stephen Woodcock
Email: stephen.woodcock@hotmail.co.uk

riofenee lone/
It is with sorrow that we record the pass
ing from this life of our dear sister

Paul Halliday
Tel (01633) 858868

Florence Jones.

Email:

info@europeanchristianworkshop.com
Florence was a member of the Summer

Lane congregation until 1967 when she,
with her husband Paul, came to work

Website:

www.europeanchristianworkshop.com
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