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LOVE NOT THE WORLD
It's Wimbledon tennis toumament time again and sadly, even before the quarter
final stage, Pete Sampras has been knocked out of the competition. It would have been
nice for him to have won it again.
Many years ago a good brother suggested to me that watching tennis was worldly,
and although I did not agree, I still remember what he said each time I watch tennis.
Watching T.V. can be 'worldly', of course. I suppose it depends upon what we watch,
why we watch and the amount of valuable time we spend watching. Instead of doing
things, we end up merely watching things. In a world which is coming a close second
to Sodom and Gomorrah, I suppose it is ever timely to consider our position and see if
we are becoming more 'worldly' and in danger of being indistinguishable from the
world in general. How worldly are we? Paul to the disciples in Rome said, "I beseech
you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not
conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God" (12.2). I
daresay Paul's call to disciples to present themselves as living sacrifices would not be
popular everywhere, and neither shall it be today, but such a thing, Paul says, is but a
reasonable service. He calls upon church members not to be conformed to this world
but rather be transformed. There is increasing pressure upon us, is there not, in every
department of life, to conform to the world's standards. As the world's standards
plummet there is always the danger that our standards will take a similar direction.
"Well everybody does it" seems to be the current slogan as a good reason for all to
comply. "Well everybody 'fiddles' their Income Tax; Everybody looks after 'No. 1';
Everybody 'sleeps around'; Everybody 'gets divorced'; etc., etc." It is, of course, easier
to conform than to transform. It is much easier to go with the tide than to swim against
it. It is much more popular to be 'one of the lads' than to be 'a stick in the mud'. Those
with young children at school will know, much better than I do, of the temptations their
children undergo, ranging from bad language to 'birth' pills; from promiscuity to 'glue
sniffing'. As Jesus said, "the world is on the broad road to destruction and many
there will be which go in there at," and so it behoves us (from time to time) to
consider whether our feet are still firmly treading that narrow way which leadeth unto
life. Jesus also said, "Ye cannot serve God and Mammon." John said, "Love not the

world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world the love
of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, (the lust of the flesh, and
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the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life) is not of the Father, but is of the world.
And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of
God abideth for ever" (1 John 2:15-17). We must 'love not' the world.
WARNINGS AGAINST WORLDLINESS

If we ever completely succumb to 'worldliness' it will not be in ignorance, for the
scriptures abound with solemn warnings against it and there are examples galore of
men whose lives have made shipwreck on those same 'worldly' rocks. "For what is a
man profited if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul." This familiar

statement from Jesus should knock the bottom out of worldly ambition, but usually
only for a short while. Again Jesus said, "And take heed to yourselves, lest at any
time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of
this life, and so that day come upon you unawares" (Luke 21:34). Paul urged the
Colossians to "Set your affections on things above, not on the things on the earth."
Again Paul, in writing to Titus links ungodliness with worldliness when he says,
"denying ungodliness and worldly lusts we should live soberly, righteously, and

godly, in this present world." We notice here, too, that the opposite to worldly living
is to live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world. 'In this present world'
indicates that Paul holds no brief for forming Christian communes to avoid the evil
world, or to live and learn in a 'Christian Atmosphere,' but would have us rub shoulders
with 'all kinds' and survive. The cloistered serenity of the average monastery is not
really a great test of steadfastness - honours are only to be won in the 'trenches.' Paul
accepted that we had to come into contact, and even keep company with evil people,
'else' says he "ye must needs go out of the world" (1 Cor. 5:10). The apostle James
warned that "the friendship of the world is enmity with God" whosoever therefore
will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God (James 4:4). There is, then, as can be
seen from these random examples, no shortage of advice and admonition on the
subject.
WHAT WORLD?

Is it not greatly surprising, when we consider all that is, and has been, said about
'worldlings' and 'worldliness' that the former never appears in the N.T. and the latter
only twice? One such reference is to the "Worldlysanctuary" of the O.T. (Heb. 9:1) and
the other to "worldly lusts" (quoted above Titus 2:12). The word 'worldliness' never
appears. What is it about 'the world' that we should 'love not'. Did not God make a

wonderful world - a most beautiful and marvellous creation? Why should we be God's
enemy if we love the world (that He made)? Obviously the term 'world' is used in

varying senses in the scriptures and we must carefully differentiate. When John says,
"Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world" he obviously means a
different 'world' from the one he mentions (in 3:16) when he said, "For God so loved

the world." Again the term 'world' quite often refers to the literal globe, as when Jesus
said, "Goye unto all the world." Clearly we have no reason to hate this amazing orb
upon which we live. It would seem therefore, thatwecan love theplanet, (and certainly
we ought to love all the people on this planet) but must avoid all the evils of human
behaviour and material pursuits.

Thus whenJohn says, "Lovenot the world" he is talking about'worldly' affairs such
as prosperity, riches,pleasures, pastimes and pursuits which seduce us awayfrom God,
and which are obstacles to the cause of Christ. We are all as far as I can see,

"worldlings' (i.e. 'of the world') and surely most pleasures can only be described as
'worldly' (i.e. 'of the world').
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WHAT IS 'WORLDLINESS'?

Enjoying a meal; listening to good music; reading a book; going for a swim;
playing with the children, etc., etc. are all worldly pleasures. What else can they be?
There is nothing spiritual about ham and eggs but they are very enjoyable. Thus, in
my view, most pleasures are 'worldly' but some are legitimate and allowable, and some
are unwholesome and are to be avoided. I believe it is impossible to define the
boundaries of 'worldliness' and each person must ultimately decide for themselves what
is, and what is not, included. It will vary with regard to our geographical part of the
world and it will vary with reference to the century in which we live. For instance it
was shameful in the Victorian era to see a lady's ankle but if we objected to that now we
would be thought very strange. African natives, by contrast, have never had such a
problem and were running around innocently wearing nothing but a string of beads,
until missionaries tried to force them to wear clothes. Then they had problems. "Why

Should we wear clothes" they wondered? Thus our definition of 'worldliness' will
depend upon our geography, our century, our social environment and our knowledge of
God's word. In the past, and even now, ignorance and bigotry pronounce many things
wrong which are harmless. On the other hand, carelessness and laxity permit many
things which are by no means innocent. In some parts of the USA mixed bathing is
frowned upon but nowhere in Britain that I know of. Now in Britain we have beaches
allocated to nude bathing and while this might shock us today it may be 'normal' in the
next century (or before). In some parts of Scotland the idea of a 'Christian Sabbath'
(contradiction in terms?) prevails and it would be regarded as shocking and very
worldly to buy from a shop on a Sunday in these areas - but it varies from place to
place. Some believe it wrong to have to work on a Sunday but do not mind the 'bus
driver driving them to church on that day'. When I was a young person the concept of
'worldliness' then consisted mainly of smoking, drinking, frequenting cinemas,
attending dances, going to opera or theatrical plays. Some went farther and would not
watch football, play snooker, or play cards even 'in fun'.
ALL THINGS RICHLY TO ENJOY

If it's wrong to play cards we then wonder if it's right to play draughts, or chess or
even monopoly. Also, if it is wrong to watch football, is it not wrong to play football,
(or bowls, or tennis, or even 'I spy'). Clearly we have to know why certain pursuits are
to be eschewed and the general principles which apply. There is also the question of
setting a bad example to others who are, perhaps weaker than ourselves. Paul (in Rom.
14) refers to those who regard some days as special (even holy) and some who don't;
some who may eat all things and some who refuse. "Let every man be persuaded in
his own mind" says Paul (v. 5) "For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth
to himself" (v. 7) i.e. we all have an influence on others, for good or evil. There is also
an impression which circulates that we should feel guilty if we are enjoying ourselves
and that there is something slightly suspect about laughter and merriment. A century
ago, 'on the Lord's Sabbath' it was all a question of black suits and dresses, long faces
and whispered conversation, with the obvious impression that there was a strong
connection between misery and godliness. God is not a kill-joy. Paul (in 1 Tim. 6:17)
charges those who are wealthy in this world, not to trust in their uncertain riches but to

trust "in the living God, who giveth us all things richly to enjoy ..." God actually
gives us all things that we might enjoy them, and so God sanctions 'enjoyment.' Paul
(in V.14 of Rom. previously referred to) said, "I know, and am persuaded by the
Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself; but to him that esteemeth any
thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean." Most things have a use, a proper function
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YE THAT ARE STRONG
Newspapers these last few weeks have been regularly reporting the many sackings
and resignations of men in high office, and otherwise, who have been found wanting,
and not up to the job. This has included politicians, railway executives, surgeons,
prison governors, BBC controllers, retail managers, etc. etc. What's left of the Tory
Party are, at this very minute, trying to choose a new leader. They believe that their
failure at the last election was due to inadequate leadership: i.e. William Hague was the
weak link, and must be replaced. Even the present Prime Minister, Tony Blair, has
become so aware of the weaker performers in his own cabinet and has just announced a
"reshuffle": i.e. replaced the weak with the strong. It is a common fact, is it not, that no
matter how substantial the chain, each link varies in strength, and the chain is, in effect,
no stronger than its weakest link. In the Nationalised Industries; the Civil Service; in
big Corporations; in Limited Companies; the Armed Services etc.; where great reliance

is placed in the scalar chains of command, weak links must be discovered and replaced.
Any person not fitted for the post they hold is ruthlessly replaced. This is generally true
although no doubt we can all mention exceptions to the rule. Life is becoming more
and more a 'Survival of the fittest'. It seems our society is less caring - the strong can
survive but the weak 'go to the wall'. It is not uncommon to hear of, even professional
people, opting out of 'the rat race' and retiring to the simple life in the tranquillity of
The Outer Hebrides. Thus in the cold hard world of politics, or big business, the rule is
the same as the one which operates in the animal word, only the fittest will survive. In
the Church it is not so (or should not be so). God acknowledges that, in the Church,
some members will be stronger than others, and, that some conversely, will be the
weaker links of the chain. Some members will have a stronger conviction than others; a
deeper faith than others; a more ardent love than others; a greater sense of
responsibility than others; a keener intelligence than others; wider natural ability than
others; greater opportunities than others; a greater knowledge than others; a more
placid nature than others; more considerate and thoughtful than others; less selfish than
others. If God acknowledges this state of affairs, so must we. We must make

allowances for these differences, in coming to conclusions, and in passing judgement
upon others. Indeed, the apostle Paul goes farther and instructs us not only to make
allowances for the weak but to support them. Not only will the Church contain 'the
weak' but would also manifest 'the unruly' and also 'the feebleminded'. Paul exhorted
the Church at Thessalonica, inter alia, to "warn them that are unruly, comfort the
feebleminded, support the weak, be patient toward all men (1 Thess. 5:14).
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FAMILY CHARACTERISTICS

I suppose it is natural enough, when we begin to think about it, that there will be all
temperaments in the Church, After all, the Church is the family of God and in every
family we have children, all precious, but all very different. In some families some are
sickly at birth and struggle through the remainder of their lives, some spend a lot of
time in hospital, some are asthmatic; some are anaemic; some can run and wrestle;
some must take notes to school excusing them from any robust activity. I suppose a few
of these natural traits must have their counterpart, to some degree, in the spiritual
world, and that in the family of God we will have the strong and active and we will
have the weakly and sickly - even the occasional 'black sheep' in the family. What is
our attitude to the weak - is it one of impatience (assuming that we do not classify

ourselves as amongst the weak)? Do we feel that there should be no such thing as weak
and feeble Christians? Do we feel that (apart from physical weakness) there should be
no such thing as spiritual weakness - that the scriptures are the same for everybody and

that there are no real excuses for weakness or ignorance? Doubtless in many casesour/^
ignorance is due to lack of study (requiring a diet of baby's milk rather than of strong
meat) but there must be some who have difficulty in learning anything (let alone, the

scriptures). If, we ourselves are enthusiastic, and zealous, and well informed, should
not we try to understand why others are not so, and make the necessary allowances?
Our quotation (1 Thess. 5:14) comes from a chapter containing over a dozen different
exhortations and includes this wonderful acknowledgement that in the Church,
especially a young congregation like Thessalonica, we shall have the unruly, the
feebleminded and the weak. 'Unruly' is a word, the sense of which envisages soldiers
breaking ranks and becoming disorderly, insubordinate and neglectful. The Church
should admonish and warn all such, says Paul. 'The feebleminded' includes all those
who seem perpetually bewildered by all that is going on around them, fearful, easily
downcast and disheartened. Such, says Paul, should be comforted. 'The weak' (of
whatever circumstance such weakness should be composed) should receive support and
patience. Indeed, we should be patient (forbearing) toward all men. Truly Paul
mentions 'the weak' on more than one occasion and includes in the term all those

labouring under lowly circumstances, the sickly and feeble, and for such he, personally,
laboured with his hands that he might have the means to give help. To the elders at
Ephesus he said; "I have showed you all things how that so labouring ye ought to
support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord, how He said, It is more
blessed to give than receive" (Acts 20:35).
SUPPORT THE WEAK

In view of Paul's exhortation we can safely assume that there will always be weak
members as well as strong ones. 'Weakness' is, of course, a relative term and we all
might be stronger than we think, or weaker. He that thinks he stands should always
beware, lest he fall. We are certainly safe in saying that few of us have ever seen a
congregation that did not have its share of weak members. Can there be congregations
with more weak members than strong ones - is it possible? The letters to the seven
churches (in the Rev.) seems to infer that some congregations, thought to be strong,
were very weak indeed. What are the manifestations of weakness? Absenteeism at
the Lord's table? Disinterest in meetings for Bible Study? Niggardly giving towards
the Lord's work - small collections? Old in membership but a novice in knowledge?
Lack of enthusiasm for missionary work, or indeed for any project to be pursued by
the Church? Lack of support of our regular gospel meetings? Little regard for the
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difficulties of others or of visiting the sick? Careless approach to God's word and
coming to meetings without a Bible, or bringing it but never opening it Giving
preference to earthly appointments and personal friends rather than to gatherings of the
Church? Reluctance to be involved in serving the Church in any way (as Secretary or
Treasurer, Doorkeeper etc.)? Seldom being in our places when needed? Too
preoccupied with ourselves, and our plans, to care or to Imow about the problems our
brethren have? These are just a very few of the pointers which give a rough guide to
ourselves, and to others, the state of our spiritual health. There is also the evidence of
how we conduct our affairs outwith the Church, as to whether we are a credit to the

Lord, or an embarrassment. There are also those in the Church who might be termed
'lapsed' members, who have not been in fellowship for some years. How should we
regard them and what caused them to discontinue with us? Could they be termed the
weakestof all? Did they grow weary in well-doing- did they grow cold from inactivity
- were they treated insensibly by other members? Certainly the cinder that falls from

/^^the fire soon grows cold in isolation, and it is sad to reflect that if all lapsed members
were to return current memberships would double or treble themselves in number.
Some readers may feel that these 'evidences of weakness' mentioned above are not the

result of weakness at all, but merely the symptoms of laziness, disinterest and
carelessness, and I would be the first to admit that the distinction is sometimes difficult

to draw. When, indeed, is our indifferentperformance due to lack of native ability, or
want of real effort? Who can say; and I suppose we must give everyone the benefit of
any doubt on the matter, and help them in their weakness (whatever that weakness

might be). I always see the Christian journey as a 'Great lyek' (something like the
streams of refugees we see regularly on T.V.) with some on foot; some pushing hand
carts containing all their worldly goods; some struggling along on crutches; some even
being carried on a stretcher by friends; some bearing great burdens on dieir heads; the
better-offnosing their way through the crowds in a large car, some carrying others on
their backs; some well dressed; some in rags; some in great old-age; others very young
and all helping one-another along, giving drinks to those who have fainted by the road
side; bandaging the sores of the wounded and comforting the frightened cries of the
women and children. Then there are the lonely stragglers. It was surely with such a
scenario in mind that the apostle Paul urged "We then that are strong ought to bear
the infirmities of the weak^ and not to please ourselves. Let every one of us please
his neighbour for his good, to edification. For even Christ pleased not Himself,

/^But, as it is written, the reproaches of them that reproached thee, fell on Me."
(Rom. 15:1). Jesus is referred to here as our Great Exemplar in that He bore the
infirmities of the weak. He did not seek out His own comfort and enjoyment but was
always to be found where the need was greatest; amongst suffering, reproach and
shame.

THE LAW OF CHRIST

Picturing the Christian journey as a form of 'Great Trek' we can see that some
Church members have a much easier journey than others. Some are in fairly large, and
comparatively wealthy, congregations and have a relatively care-free passage. Otfiers

are in small congregations (sometimes of two) and struggle to keep the flag of Christ
flying in their community. Then there are isolated members, and members married to
non-Christian partners who have problems others know nothing about ^thin the
congregation there are members who have been severely treated by life, either by
physical disability or by personal circumstances, who require the help and support of
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others. I can never foi^et out late sister Jones, at Haddington, baptised in her old-age
and who had had eleven children none of whom survived her. Think of the blows that

she had sustained in life? All other members should try to help and uphold those who
have a difficult journey. We should all rally to help carry the load, or bear the burden,
for others. This is the law of Jesus. Paul said, "Bear ye one another's burdens and so
fulfil the law of Christ" (Gal. 6:2). It is said that the truly happy people are those who
bring comfort and a little joy to others. That quote from Gal, 6 is part of a larger
statement where Paul not only recommends the support of die weak but also the
restoration of those who go astray. He says, "Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a
fault, ye which are spiritual restore such an one in the spirit of meekness,
considering thyself lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye one another's burdens and
so fulfil the law of Christ" This wonderful law of Christ' was distinguishable from
Moses' law, or any other law, by this unique feature that brotherly-kindness was always
to prevail - completely regardless of the circumstances. We must help with the burdens
of all others. This responsibility is not for some duly appointmented committee (?) but —

for each and every one of us. Yes! we are our brother's keeper. We fulfil the law ol'^^
Christ by bearing toe burdens of others.
CONCLUSION

There is a school of thought which exhibits great impatience with the 'weaker'
brethren and reckons that if they 'lapse' from the Church they must not have been
genuine members in the first place. Some serious reflection on this point of view will
demonstrate how foolish it is, and that it is possible for even the 'strongest' member to
fall from grace. Even Paul always entertained the possibility ofhim, having preached to
others, himself becoming a castaway. There is another point of view which avers that
we 'are better off without some members. Sometimes we hear that one brother has

'given up' trying to rationalise the behaviour and attitude of another brother. We have all
doubtless had that feeling, but if we want Christ to be very patient witii us, obviously
we must, in turn, be very patient with every-one else. "So-and-so goes to Socials but
avoids Bible Studies." "So-and-so only comes to the meeting if I go and fetch him".
"So-and-so never seems to seek the company of other members, I can't understand it".
"So-and-so never says a word in our Business Meeting". "So-and-so always comes late
in case he gets a job to do". "We would be as well without so-and-so for all the help
they give". These are but a few samples of what is occasionally heard, but surely we
can never be "better off' without any member. All are children of God and precious in
His sight. All members of God's great family may differ widely in all kinds of
ways, but each is precious to our Heavenly Father, and He mourns the loss of anv —

one ofthem. The duty ofthe Church is to warn the unruly; comfort the feebleminded,'^^^
sustain the weak, and be patient toward all men. Indeed Paul said that he would
abstain from meat rather than that a weaker brother should fall, and this attitude
pervaded Paul's entire life generally. To the weak he became as the weak that he might
gain the weak. (1 Cor. 9:22).
It is a hard world in which we live, (and life is much harder in some other countries
than it is in this one), but the general rule is that only the fittest will ultimately survive.
Thanks be to God that such a rule, or law, does not operate in the kingdom of God, but
that the Law of Christ operates there. That Law declares, "Bear ye one another's
burdens." Support the weak. The smouldering embers of faith and love may be fanned

into a flame, W if we stamp on them they perish for ever. Let us sustain the weak with
whatever it takes; with patience, understanding, forbearance, sympathy, longsuffering,
encouragement and brotherly-love.
EDITOR.
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INSPIRATION OF THE NEW TESTAMENT
Few religious people deny the reality of the new birth. To be sure, a majority of
them have warped ideas of the new birth, ranging from a mystical experience to selfconsciousness; but few of them outwardly deny it. On the other hand, it is extremely
easy to find among these people who profess to believe in the reality of the new birth a
large number who deny the verbal inspiration of the Scriptures. OAers accept the fact
that the Scriptures were the inspired word of God, but contend that we do not possess
the inspired word of God today because we do not have the original documents.
Others contend that only the Greek is inspired and no translation can be called the
inspired word of God. Is it possible to have a new birth without having the verbally
inspired word of God?
Christ taught, "Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God" (John 3:5). Later, in John 6:63, he said, "It is the
Spirit that quickeneth: the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto

/^you, they are spirit, and they are life." Peter enforces this in 1 Peter 1:22-23: "Seeing
ye have purified your souls in your obedience to the truth unto an unfeigned love
of the brethren, love one another from the heart fervently: having been begotten
again, not of corruptible seed but of incorruptible through the word ofGod, which
liveth and abideth." (Please note carefully the emphasis upon the word.)
Now let us consider the teachings of these combined passages. Christ declares that

in order for one to gain entrance into the kingdom of God he must experience the new
birth which consists of the elements of water and spirit. He later expounds upon this
thought and clarifies it by saying, "It is the Spirit that giveth life ...the words that I
have spoken unto you are spirit, and they are life." Peter's statement further clarifies
the function of the word in the new birth by pointing out that the word is the
incorruptible seed by which we are spiritually begotten. In baptism, we experience the
coming forth of water (Rom. 6:1-11).
If we do not possess the verbally inspired word of God today, we do not possess the
truth, the incorruptible seed, which is necessary to the spiritual birth. If we do not
possess the inspired word of God today, we do not possess the words which are spirit
and life. If the Bible which we possess today is not God's divinely inspired word, it is
sterile. Sterile seed produces no life.
Peter affirms in 1 Peter 1:23 that "the word of God liveth and abideth forever." It

was alive (liveth) and would continue to live forever. Only a limited faith and faulty
vision would affirm that we must have the original manuscripts of the original writers

'^Ninorder to have an inspired New Testament. When Christ and the apostles quoted from
the Old Testament, they did not have access to the original documents penned by
Moses and the prophets and often quoted from the Septuagint or Greek translation of
the Hebrew Scriptures.
The early Church used the Septuagint which drew criticism from unbelieving
Jews. One passage of dispute was Isaiah 7:14. The Jews contended that the Septuagint's
translation of the Hebrew almah into the Greek parthenos, which indisputably means
virgm, was inaccurate and should be "young woman." (Modem scholarship, so-called,
is really ancient unbelief). When Matthew penned his gospel, he either quoted from the
Septuagint or used his own inspired translation and chose the Greek word parthenos. Is
the Septuagint's parthenos any less inspired than Matthew's?
SYMBOLISM AND REALITY

Words are symbols which stand for a reality. For example, the letters w-a-t-e-r stand
for an element of creation composed of two parts hydrogen and one part oxygen aild

134

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

chemically delineated as H2O. In Greek the letters are transliterated h-u-d-o-r. Neither
the symbols H2O, water nor hudor are water. The next time you get thirsty, cut the word
"water" or "hudor" out of this article and try drinking it! But all three symbols
represent, to those who know their meaning, the same element. Translators are not
divinely guided today, but when they accurately translate the words of one language
into those of another, neither the truth nor the inspiration is lost. A translation ceases to
be truth or inspired only when the reality behind the symbol in the original language is
lost. All religious truth is inspired or it is not the truth (see John 16;13). We are not bom
of the letters w-a-t-e-r and s-p-i-r-i-t, but of the realities they convey.
The word translated "inspiration" means "God breathed." In other words, God
breathed his word into the instruments of revelation. It was not just some vague idea
that he gave, but the very words themselves which God intended to convey to them.
"But we received not the spirit of the worid, but the spirit which from God; that
we might know the things that were freely given to us of God. Which things also

we speak, not in words which man's wisdom teacheth but which the spirit/'^
teacheth, combining spiritual things with spiritual words" (1 Cor. 2:12,13). The
"spiritual things" are the realities, and the words symbolises them. The words which the
writers used were words taught by the Spirit or breathed in by God.
THE WORD PRESERVED

It would seem as foolish to affirm that we must have the original documents penned
by men and breathed in by God as it would affirm that we must have the original breath
which God breathed into Adam in order to have the breath of life in us. Although the
original breath was extinguished at the death of Adam, through the power of God, the
breath of life continues to give life to the flesh. And likewise, although the original
documents which were inspired of God have long since disappeared, God through his
power sustained his word which quickens the souls of men.
God did not create Adam and breathe into him the breath of life just to let it vanish
at Adam's death. Neither did he breathe into the apostles the breath of spiritual life to let
it disappear at their death. We may not know how God has preserved his word for us do we fully understand how he has preserved the breath of life? - but by faith we accept
the fact that if God loved us enough to reveal his will to us and give his Son to die for
us, he loves us enough to preserve his word for us so that we might take advantage of
that death.

To ensure that we have the word of God and not a mutated seed, it may be wise to
compare translations or study fh)m the original languages, but let us never allow our
faith to be so small as to demand the original autographs of the original writers on the

original documents before we accept them. After all, how would we be sure that they
were the original autographs? Our faith must not be in the integrity of man so much as
in the integrity of God. Either we must deny the reality of the new birth and
consequently salvation, or we must accept the fact that the New Testament is divinely
inspired and divinely preserved by God.
D. CAMPBELL.

STEWARDS OF THE GOSPEL
"For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of; for necessity is laid upon
me; for woe is unto me if I preach not the gospel." (1 Cor. 9:16). Paul keenly
realised his responsibility in being God's steward. Listening to him again: "For if I
do this of mine own will, I have a reward: but if not of mine own will, I have a
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stewardship entrusted to me." (1 Cor. 9:17). In studying the labours of Paul we learn
the office of a steward of the gospel requires much. A brief study of the apostle's
missionary tours will teach us what is meant to be a faithful steward of the gospel.
Faithful stewards are ready to preach the word in season and out of season. When
under difficulty, Paul preached the gospel. Any child of God, who lives godly and who
teaches His word rightly, is a faithful steward. It seems that Paul was trying to teach the
Corinthian brethren that he was a steward or possessor instead of being a chief, a head,

or a ruler. Instead of his being a king and having many working under him, he was
spiritually chained to the Lord Jesus Christ and was ready to serve when commanded
from on high.

As worldly stewards manage estates under the direction of their officers; as they
provide for die household of their chiefs, so God's stewards should be obedient to the
Bible, under a king superior to all other kings, and to see that God's family is fed on the
Bread of Life, and to see the world hears the gospel. God has entrusted us with much,
but his way is easily understood. The word "depart" will be on the lips of our heavenly

*Master too and for those stewards who are found unfaithful. God's goods must not be
wasted. An incorruptible crown awaits every one who is found faithful in that day when
the sheep and goats shall be separated; in that day when the wheat and tares shall cease
from growing together. "That a man be found faithful" refers to Christians.
BE YE FAITHFUL

A greater manifestation of love than that of Christ's for lost souls, the world has
never seen. As stewards, should we not love lost men enough to carry the gospel to

them? How many congregations fiilly realise the seriousness of stewardship? How
many individual members are interested enough and willing, to support the gospel? A
keen sense of responsibility is developed in the study of the stewardship of the gospel.
At once the steward should recognise that God is his owner and that he is only a
possessor. Besides, he must go further in that he must confess and acknowledge that
God owns him. This acknowledgement is essential in that you invite others to be
Christian stewards. For the mother is greatly delighted to receive from her child an
acknowledgement and a recognition of her love. God smiles upon that steward who
recognises and proclaims the love of God to a lost world. Angels are made to rejoice
when one of God's stewards leads a man to repentance.
Faithfulness is one of the fruits of the Spirit, says Paul. The unjust stewards will

hear the sad word "depart" at the day of judgement. God our owner, has a right to direct
how the thing he owns shall be used. He has told and directed us how to preach the
gospel. Denominations claim to preach the word, but not the way the owner has
commanded. After all authority had been given to him, Jesus instructed the apostles to
preach the gospel, and he did not leave them to guess as to how to preach it. Many
claim to be God's stewards, and yet fail to preach the word in its purity and simplicity.
Some will preach faith and repentance firmly and strongly, but will leave off preaching
baptism, which is the act that places one into Christ. Such is an evidence of
unfaithfulness.

BE YE BUSY

Christian stewards are in God's family and therefore, they will tell others how to
enter therein. To be faithful is a grand and glorious thing. It takes work to be faithful.
The word "do" is found in God's library many times. The Christian religion requires a
doing. God's talents in stewards are buried when nothing is done. Doing nothkg is a
bad occupation; it brings a reward of sadness and punishment. He who does nothing is
deceived. Diabolas pays death eternal to those who participate in the wages of sin all
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their lives. What can an unfaithful steward promise himself? God has done the best he
could do with the material with which he has to work.

Stewards should see a greater vision for Christ and be true to the trust given them.
The commandment, "Go ye into all the world," is as powerful and as binding today as
it was in the First Century. Missionary work is to be done. If we cannot preach like
Peter, Paul and John we can tell of the love of Jesus. Of course we cannot speak with
the tongues of angels, but we can teach the truth and give of our means in support of
the gospel, and therefore cause many to be led to Christ.
Take my love; my Lord / pour.
At thy feet its treasure store:
Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, allfor Thee"
To sing this song with the spirit and understanding makes one to realize the correct
interpretation of Isaiah's words to Jehovah, "Here am I; send me," and will make that
one to see the contents of God's expression, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for a .
us?"

The life of a steward swiftly passes. When kings, queens and officers of this world
command, we sometimes do not have to obey; but when God calls, by death, we must

go, whether we are prepared or not. \^ereas, stewards must not forget the
commandment and requkement "that a man be found faithful," and that this
requirement is to all stewards of God. It is a wonderful and sweet consolation to think
and to know that God's faithful stewards have an inheritance to that kingdom eternal.
Will it not be sweet and musical, in that great day, to hear the melodious voice say to
the faithful, "Well done, good and faithful servant?"
"Take my moments and my days.
Let them flow in ceaseless praise."
At the great and fmal judgement, we must give an account of our stewardship.
"May we strive and labour to sit under that tree whose leaves are for the healmg of the
nations, and whose branches bear twelve courses of fruit."
J.TRAYLOR.

Conducted by
Frank Worgan

to various congregations reveals that they do not always use the same
hymn book - (which some ofthem caU 'the song-book,' after the American fashion)
Does it matter which book we use? And does it matter which hymns - or songs we sing in our worship?
Continuedfrom last month ...
A Divine Command

In Col. 3:16 and Eph 5:19 we Hnd a command to sing, stated in almost identical
language. For instance, in the Ephesian letter, Paul writes of, "addressing one another
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with
all your heart". If we seek a passage of scripture, which tells us what we should sing,
this verse is surely sufficient.
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Here, we read of three kinds of praise, 'psalms, hymns and spiritual songs'.
1. The word 'PSALMS' immediately reminds us of the five books, which, in the
Old Testament, contain a total of 150 psalms and which constituted die 'hymn-book' of
God's ancient people.

Not only did ^e Lord Himself sing from these psalms on the night ofHis betrayal,
but, long before a Christian hymnbook or even a Christian hymn existed, the early
believers used them in their worship.
We still use them today. I doubt if tiiere is a hynmbook used by any so-called
'Christian' denomination anywhere in the world that does not contain some of the Old
Testament psalms in one form or another. Just look at the index in the book that you use
and count the number of psalms you find listed!
I once took the trouble to check 'Great Songs of the Church', and found that it
contains 61 psalms, and 125 hymns that are based on the psalms. And I suggest that any
hymnbook would be the poorer without them.
2. 'HYMNS'. The word "hymn* comes to us fi-om the Greek 'humnos', and has to do
with any expression of sung praise addressed directly to God. No need for further
explanation, I think.
3. And then we have 'SPIRITUAL SONGS', where the word 'song' is our rendering
of the word 'ode'. Now, any song may be described as an ode, but we see that, in this
verse, the word 'pneumatikais' is used, and it qualifies the word 'songs'. To be

acceptable in worship, the songs must be 'spiritual songs'. This is stated so plainly
because not every 'song' is suitable for use in worship. Do not forget that, even in New
Testament times, people sang popular songs at feasts and other secular celebrations, and
such songs were no more suitable for use in the worship of God, than are the songs that
are sung at pop-concerts or football matches in these days.
Many of the popular songs of Paul's time were very far fi-om spiritual, and
Christians could not sing them, either in the worship or at any other time, because the
standard of morality and conduct they represented was unacceptable to followers of the
Lord Jesus.

(Has anything changed in the world of 'pop-music'?)
Pay attention to both Words and Music

The verse in Ephesians ch. 5 emphasizes 'singing'. But what is 'singing'? Well, the
dictionary defines it as 'vocal melody'. In fact, 'singing' consists of two essential
elements; words and music.

Words alone do not produce singing. Words alone may produce poetry.
Music alone does not produce singing. Music, strictly speaking, consists of a series
of tonal sounds. Therefore, to have 'singing' we need both appropriate words and
music.

This is why it is important to pay attention to both. I am not suggesting that our

praise should become a profession^ musical performance, designed to impress people,
but I do believe that we need to think very seriously about our worship.
Heb. 13:15 urges us to offer to God continually a 'sacrifice of praise, that is, the
fruit oflips which acknowledge His name'.
Finally, think ofHOW we sing.
The scriptures teach us that, we are to 'sing and make melody in our hearts to the
Lord' and that we are to 'teach and admonish one another' in our singing.
If this means anything at all, it means that Christians, assembled for worship, are
commanded to SING!

God expects us to sing.
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Of course, we all recognize that there may be exceptional circumstances that make
it impossible for a person to sing. But, if you ever stand before a congregation during
the singing of a hymn, you would almost certainly observe that there are members of
the congregation who appear not to have any interest in singing the praise of God.
You may see them chewing gum, rolling a sweet around their mouths, or gazing
about them, and maybe even carrying on a conversation. But they do not sing!
Let us remember that singing is an act of worship, and, as such, is just as important,
in our worship, as prayer or the sharing of the Lord's Supper.
I doubt if anyone who claims to be Christian, would consider letting the emblem of
the Lord's body and blood pass him by, when His Sacrifice is being remembered. I
caimot therefore, understand how Christians can remain silent and fail to join in the
praise, when the Church is speaking to God in song.
Maybe they think that God does not notice! Or that He does not care! Or perhaps
they suppose that He does not miss their voice anyway!
But He does notice, and He does miss their praise, and He does care.
He hears when we sing and knows when we are silent.
Excuses!

I have already acknowledged that circumstances may arise which make it
impossible for one to sing. But sometimes excuses are offered which are just not valid.
For example:
"I can't sing!"
Are we to take it that God has given us a command, which we caimot obey? In any
case, who is to be the judge of the quality of our singing? Do we sing to please
ourselves? Or other people - our brethren, perhaps? Or do we sing to please God?
"But I sing in my heart!"
Excellent! And I hope that we all sing in our hearts. But this alone does not meet

the requirements of the command. Eph. S:19 tells us to,
1. 'Make melody in your hearts to the Lord'. But it also tells us to,
2. 'Address one another'. Our brethren must hear us, if we are to teach and

admonish in the way the verse states.
3. 'Sing'! If we are not singing, we are not obeying.
And just imagine what it would be like, if the entire congregation decided just to
'sing in the heart'l
The ability to sing the praise of God is one of the blessings which reveals that a
human being is distinct and different from every other creature living on Earth.
Think of it! Our singing combines a sense of melody and metre with intelligent,
meaningful words, and this ability is something, which no scientist would ever
seriously suggest has ever been demonstrated in any other living being.
"What am I to do? I will pray with my spirit and I will pray with my mind also. /
will sing with my spirit and I will sing with my mind also". 1 Cor. 14:15.
(Questions to: Frank Worgan, 5 Gryfebank Way,
Houston, Renfrewshire, PA6 7NZ, Scotland)

FULFILLED
The religious world in general seems to feel that men live under the Ten Command
ments today. Even some preachers of the gospel are heard to say and write, that nine of
the ten are brought over into the New Covenant. Jesus stated: "Think not that I came
to destroy the law or the prophets: I came not to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I
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say unto to you, Till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle shall in no
wise pass away from the law, till all things be accomplished" (Matt. S:17,18,ASV).
A crucial word in this Scripture is "till" (or "until"). Jesus was saying that he had
come to fulfil the law and the prophets, which he did, but imtil the fulfilment should be
accomplished not one thing could be changed. When the law had been fulfilled, then
the time limit marked by the word "till" would have been reached and that which was
fulfilled could no longer be in effect. This is exactly what Paul said when he stated,
"Having blotted out the bond written in ordinance that was against us, which was
contrary to us: and he hath taken it out of the way, nailing it to the cross" (Col.
3:14). Blotted out - nailed to the cross - taken away - the entire law given to the
Israelites through Moses. Nothing is said anywhere in the Scriptures about part of the
law being brought over mto the new - it was dl taken away.
Paul, explaining to the Galatians that they should no longer observe the Mosaical
covenant, stated the promise (of salvation) is through faith m Christ Jesus. "But before
faith came, we (the Israelites) were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith
which should afterward be revealed. So that the law is our tutor to bring us unto
Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But now that £aith is come, we are no
longer under a tutor" (Gal. 3:23-25).
CHRIST, NOT MOSES
In further clarification of this theme, note the words of Jesus, "Ye have heard that
it was said to them of old time. Thou shalt not kill: and whosoever shall kill shall

be in danger of the judgement: but I say unto you, that everyone who is angry
with his brother shall be in danger of the judgement..." (Matt. 5:21,22). Thus
Jesus referred directly to the Decalogue (Ten Commandments) by quoting one of them,
and then said "But I say unto you ..." In verses 27, 28 he quoted another of the Ten
Commandments and again stated, "But I say unto you ..." Thus one may clearly
understand that we are not under the Ten Commandments, or any part of the Law of
Moses, but are to live by what Jesus said.
Principles of conduct most assuredly are there - our relationship with God and with
men are both involved in the teaching of Christ, but the Decalogue had to do with
outward, overt acts, and Jesus gave a "law", or described the true Christian life in terms

which reach into the innermostparts of one's being, and is thus greater and deeper than
was the law given through Moses.
There certainly is no objection to the memorization of the Ten Conmiandments, or
any other part of the Bible, but the teaching that Christians are under these Ten

Commandments, or any other part of this, or any other part of the law of Moses, is
erroneous.

To have salvation one must do what Jesus said in becoming a Christian and then
follow the principles of conduct which he laid down in order to have eternal life.
L. E. ELLIS.

John James (Jack) Parker

An Appreciation
The Christians at Longshoot, Wigan and many brethren in the UK and abroad, have
that familiar mix of emotion at the passing of Bro. Jack Parker, on June 29th, 2001,

aged 75. We rejoice because a faith^l servant of the Lord has gone to his reward in
heaven, where he laid up many treasures during his life, and yet we miss his presence,
his example, his love of Jesus and his friendship.
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Jack spent his early years as a Christian, after his immersion in his early teens, in
the Longshoot assembly, then for a number of years after his marriage to Dorothy he
worked with the former Albert Street assembly, and latterly returned to Longshoot
some years prior to the amalgamation of the 2 assemblies. He has served on the
oversight of both assemblies and has been an excellent preacher and teacher, Sunday
School teacher and Superintendent. Many are the lives that have been touched and
influenced by Jack. Although he has lived all his life in Wigan, apart from his time in
the Forces, he has travelled widely to preach and teach, especially in Scotland, which
he grew to love dearly.
He has been a stalwart defender of faith and teaching which is firmly based in the
Scriptures, and in his later years he devoted much study to the Old Testament, which he
loved greatly, and he enjoyed sharing his understanding of the faith and practices of the
Jews which he related so meaningfully to the life of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Jack was a traditionalist, serious concerning his faith and the Church, and yet with a
wonderful sense of humour, a love of gardening and music, and a deep devotion to his
family, whom we commend to the brethren for your prayers.
His loving wife Dorothy, and his 4 children, Ian, Isobel, Roger and Debbie, have all
been a great comfort and support to him in the last few years as his health has
deteriorated, and particularly in the last 2 months when he was seriously ill, mostly in
the Intensive Care Unit at Wigan Infumary. His end, when it came, was peaceful, and
he died looking forward to his eternal life with his Lord.
Perhaps the greatest testament to the man, and his true legacy, is the continuing
strength of faith of all his children, and which is now evident also in his grandchildren
as they come to a saving knowledge of Jesus. Dorothy and Jack have truly raised their
family in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, and his influence will remain through
them for years to come.
Interment took place at Gidlow Cemetry, Wigan, on Thursday July 5th, followed by
a service of thanksgiving for, and celebration of, our brother's life and work, which was
led by Bro. Douglas Melling. It was attended by well over 100 brethren, family and
friends, and was a truly moving yet joyous and momentous occasion.
Please pray for Dorothy, the family, and all who mourn his passing, Dorothy and
the family would like to express their heartfelt thanks for all the cards, prayers, calls
and visits which have been a source of great comfort and support.
Blest are those who die in the Lord.
ANDREW MARSDEN.
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Oct 14

Genesis?

Matthew 24:36-51

Oct. 21

Daniel 1

Matthew 25:1-30

OCL28

Psalm37:l-18

Matthew 25:31-46

shall be great tribulation, such as was
not since the beginning of the world to
this time, no, nor ever shall be"
(24:21). Josephus, the Jewish historian,
tells us about this event and, indeed,

DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM
Jerusalem is never out of the news. It

many of the events leading up to the
disaster. Alexander Campbell has com

is a city with a long history. It has seen

mented: "I need not detail the awful
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accomplishment

of

this

prediction.

Josephus has done this in awftil colours.
Tacitus, too, relates some of the circum

stances. Every word of the prediction
was exactly fulfilled, even to the
ploughing up of the foundations of the
temple".
E.

M. Zerr details some of the

troubles of the people of Jerusalem at
the time of the Roman war. "Many died
as they were burying others. There was
no

lamentation

as

the

famine

con

founded all natural passions. A stupefy
ing silence and awe overcame them.
Some had swallowed their money and
then had their bodies ripped open by
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shall be darkened, and the moon shall
not give her light, and the stars shall

fall from heaven, and the powers of
heavens shall be shaken" (29) speak of
calamity in a very vivid way. Jesus also
spoke of "the sign of the Son of man in
heaven" (30). Alexander Campbell has
pointed out that there were "prodigies
and signs which preceded the destruc

tion of Jerusalem, (such as the flaming
sword hanging over the city, and the
fiery coronet pointing down upon it for a
year, the light that shone upon the tem
ple and the altar as if it had been
noonday; the opening of the great and
heavy gate of the temple without hands;

robbers. Some searched the sewers and

the voice heard from the most holy

manure piles for food, and ate hay, old

place. Let us depart from hence; the

shoes and leather. A mother roasted and

admonition of Jesus, the son of Ananias,

ate her son; bloodshed was so great as to
quench fire in the house". Jesus said:
"And except those days should be

crying for seven years together, wo^,
woe, woe; the vision of contending

shortened, there should no flesh be

thrown up against a city there repre
sented; the terrible thunderings and
lightnings, and the dreadful earthquakes
which everyone considered as portend
ing some approaching evil.) All which,
by the singular providence of God, are
recorded by Josephus".

saved: but for the elect's sake those

days shall be shortened" (24:22).
Josephus tells us that 97,000 Jews were
taken captive and 1,100,000 died.

However, the disciples of Jesus escaped
capture and death by heeding the Mas
ter's warning and fleeing when the
opportunity arose.
Jesus also warned of false messiahs

and false prophets, who could perform
lying wonders (24:24). They were out to
deceive. Here is the work of Satan - the

greatest of all counterfeiters, he should
never be under-estimated. His work of

deception goes on (I was watching a
television programme the other night in
which the Rev. Moon was described by
his followers as the messiah.) The saints

of God must be on their guard at all
times!

Jesus used Eastern language to get
over His message. His words and

phrases might appear slightly strange to
IV today, but not to the people of the
first century A.D. Words like "the sun

armies in the air, and of entrenchments

Verse 31 reads: "And HE shall send

His angels with a great sound of a
trumpet, and they shall gather
together His elect from the four
winds, from one end of heaven to the

other". James Macknight believed that
the "angels" were the ministers of the
gospel and "a great sound of a trumpet"
had reference to then- powerful preach
ing of the gospel. He refers us to Isaiah
58:1, Jeremiah 6:17 and Ezekiel 33: 3-6

in proof of this mteipretation.
We read: "Verily I say unto you,
This generation shall not pass, till all
these things be fidfiUed" (34). To me,

these words of Jesus clearly reveal that
all the foregoing verses in Matthew 24
deal with the destruction of Jerusalem

and the end of the Jewish economy. We
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also read: "But of that day and hour
knows know man, so shall also the
coming of the Son of man be" (36). Of
what day and hour does Jesus speak?
Again, I believe these words have to do
with the destruction of Jerusalem. "Jesus
declared that He could not make them

know the day and the hour of His com
ing to destroy Jerusalem, not because He
was ignorant of the event, but because
the Father, as governor of the world, has
put the times and the seasons in His own
power. Acts 1:7" (Macknight). Jesus
then went on to speak about the people
in the days of Noah. Dear reader, I put
three questions to you. What does "took
them all away" in verse 39 mean? What
does "taken" in verse 40 mean? What

does "taken" in verse 41 mean? (Please
read Luke 17 in conjunction with this
passage.)
THE PARABLE OF THE TEN
VIRGINS

Wedding traditions in the days of
Jesus were far different from ours today.
Most commentators are of the view that

the "ten virgins" were all maidens.
However, they could well have been
males. What is the lesson of the parable?
"Scope: Necessity of all the followers of
Christ being ever watchful and ready for
His coming; whether providential or
personal" (Robert Milligan). We must be
like the five wise virgins and not like the
five who were foolish. We must all keep
awake and be ever prepared. Continuous
vigilance is the key.

he or she has not been given. However,

the disciple's task is to identify the God given talent or talents and to use them
for the benefit of all in the kingdom of
God, Talents bring responsibility and
opportunity. There is no room for unpro
fitable servants in the Master's kingdom.
It is true that not all are equal in talent;
but all can be equal in effort. Let us all
then resolve to work harder for the Mas

ter. After all. He gave His all for us.
THE SHEEP AND THE GOATS

The society in which Jesus minis
tered was basically an agrarian one. The

separation of the sheep and goats would/^
be understood by all. The final judge
ment day will result in a division
between the righteous and the wicked.
The
end
is either "everlasting
punishment" or "life eternal" (25:46). In
other words, it is either hell or heaven.

I know a lot of people who think that
works do not matter in judgement. From
what I read in this chapter (31-46), they
could not be more wrong. I must
emphasise that these are the words of
Jesus Himself - the Judge of all. Please
note His criterion for welcome or depar
ture on the last day - service to others.
This should make us all think about our

life in Christ and about what is impor
tant in our work for the Master. The
debates

on

irrelevant

issues

should

appear absurd in the light of what Jesus
says here.
IAN S. DAVIDSON,
Motherwell.

THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS

"Scope: Christ will hold all men
personally responsible for whatever
talents

He

has

committed

to

their

charge" (Milligan). Each of us has, at
least, one talent. "There are not so many
five-talent or two-talent people going
about; the work of the kingdom of God
is done mainly by those who have one
talent - and use it" (F.F. Bruce). Of
course, no one is responsible for talents

TEST YOUR BIBLICAL
KNOWLEDGE
1. What Psalm ends every verse with
the words: "for His mercy endures
for ever?"

2. How were Nadab and Abihu killed?
3. Who had three fnends called

Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar?
4. Who was the son of Amoz?

5. Who was the father of Jonathan,
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Ishvi and Malkishua?

6. Who destroyed the bronze snake
made by Moses?
7. Where did Paul preach until
midnight?
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Tea at 4.45pm
Speaker: John Morgan
(also Speaker on Sunday).
AU welcome.

8. Who was the wife of Felix?

ANNUALSOCIAL

9. How long did Paul teach in

Newtongrange
Saturday, 13th October - 4pm
Speaker: Ian Davidson

Corinth?

10. Where was Paul when he wrote the
Philemon letter?

EVANGELIST WANTED
The Slamannan District of Churches

/^^require an evangelist and all interested
brethren should apply in writing to the
District Secretary:Harry McGinn,
6 Westpark Drive,
New Cumnock,

AU welcome.

Special Saturday Night Meeting
At KIRKBY IN ASHFIELD

With Bro. Frank Worgan
27tii October, 2001

at 7.00pm
Special Saturday Night Meeting
At KIRKBY IN ASHFIELD

Strathclyde

With Bro. Ernest Makin

KA18 4U.

16th March, 2002

at 7.00pm

COMING EVENTS
PETERHEAD:

Special Weekend:
Saturday 15th Sept. - 7pm
Sunday 16th Sept. - 10am, 11am, 6pm.
Speaker: G. Gorton
Special Weekend:
Sahirday 29th Sept. - 7pm
Sunday 30th Sept. - 10am, 11am, 6pm.
Speafxr: F. Worgan
Special Weekend:
Saturday 6th Oct. - 7pm
Sunday 7th Oct. - 10am, 11am, 6pm.
Speaker: D. Langdon (Glenrothes)

KIRKCALDY LADIES DAY

18th May, 2002
(Details later).

The Green Hut, Kings Road,
Stretford, Manchester.
An Invite to Special Meetings
to be held on

SATURDAY, 13th OCTOBER, 2001

Subject: What does it mean to be free?
Speaker: Graham Gorton 6.00pm
Light refreshments: 6.45pm
Questions and Discussion: 7.15pm
Enquires ring Allan Ashurst
01618654242

A warm welcome awaits alL

GHANAAPPEAL
ANNIVERSARY MEETING

Kentish Town Anniversary Meeting
will, God willing, take place on;Saturday 6th October, 2001
Afternoon 3pm & Evening 6pm

The benefits to the Lord's Church

through donations have been encourag
ing and our thanks go out again to
donors who have made this possible. We
pray that urgent cases will continue to be
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met. As we've mentioned before, disease

in tropical climates is prevalent and a
considerable

number

of cases

have

recently been reported to us. Although
good medical attention is available it is

through your donations that so many
have been able to receive this. Sadly,
even with hospital treatment, some do
not survive and since our last report, the
Church has assisted towards

funeral

expenses in one such case. The emo

tional trauma is often compounded by
the

destitute

circumstances

this

can

bring to bereaved families.
Here again, the Church helps in
extreme cases and a contribution tow

ards these costs would bring comfort

KEEPER OF THE LIGHT
The keeper of the lighthouse does
not launch any ships, it is true, but he
keeps many a good ship from going to
wreck. The light shines farther than the
keeper can see, and brightest when he
cannot see at all. Two things he must
remember - to keep the light burning,
and never to get between the light and
darkness he is set to lighten.
So it is with a Christian. The light
must be kept burning. However, this is
not our greatest difficulty. It is our con
stant task to keep our own selfish ego
check lest we magnify our abilities and
goodness we hide the light and the cross
instead of hiding behind them.

and relief where it is most needed.

We have just heard of another con

gregation having completed their
meeting place. Could we make a contri
bution towards the cost of light for their
evening meetings?
Those wishing to help in this work
please make cheques payable to Dennyloanhead (Church of Christ) Ghana
Fund and send to the treasurer Mrs.

Janet. W. Macdonald, 12 Charles Drive,
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Pleadingfor a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning
OCTOBER, 2001

Vol. 68 No. 10

THE BIG DIFFERENCE
Surely the greatest event in all history was the resurrection of Christ from the dead.

And surely this event, apart from any other consideration, separates Christianity from
all other religions by a vast unbridgeable gulf.
According to this morning's newspapers. Religious Instruction (R.I.) in schools (in
decline for years) is now virtually non-existent Apparently, even small schoolchildren
are now so sophisticated that they will not endure religious instruction or take it
seriously. Hardly surprising in many ways, especially when, in the classroom next-door,
they are being taught the theory of evolution and that the idea of God is an ancient
superstition. Our Minister of Education says that as R.I. is a legal requirement it will
have to be carried out, but will have to be "made relevant to a modem society" and
must embrace all world religions. (This will, of course, include lessons on Islam and
the Koran at a time, konically, when eight Aid Workers are on trial by the Afghan

Taliban for "teaching Christianity", a crimein that country punishable by hanging).
Provided, of course, that a truthful account of all religions is given to pupils, we
need have no fear that the sayings and doings of Jesus will make all other faiths pale

'^\away into utter insignificance. No other religious leader died purposely for his
followers and certainly no other arose from the tomb thereafter. Christ's words and
works made Him a "good man" in the eyes of the world, but His resurrection made

Him much more. Paul said, "If Christ be not raised, your faith is vain, ye are yet in
your sins. And they which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. If, in this life
only, we have hope in Christ, we are, of all men, most miserable. But now is Christ

risen from the dead and become the firstfruits of them that sleep. For since by
man (Adam) came death, by man (Christ) came also the resurrection of the dead"

(1 Cor. 15:17). Some find the fact of the resurrection difficult to believe, and expectan
explanation. Let us, therefore, considerthe circumstances. An empty grave demandsan
explanation.
THINGS WfflCH CALL FOR AN EXPLANATION

Some things demand an explanation. Think of all the incidents which confront us

daily which call for investigation and explanation. A broken window; the key won't
turn in the lock; no water will come out of the tap; a tyre on the car is losing pressure;
an employee hasn't turned up for work; the cooker in die kitchen won't heat up, etc.
etc. Doctors in their surgeries are bombarded each day with symptoms and questions
from frightened patients requiring explanations- one is losing weight; one is unable to
breathe properly; one is losing die sight in one eye; one is passing blood; one has an
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alarming rash, and so on. The police are no strangers to situations requiring an
explanation. They deal each hour with bizarre events and mysterious goings-on which
all have an explanation, if it can be found. Perhaps the most serious situation is when a
dead body is found - such a thing certainly requires an explanation. When was the

person last seen alive and how did they die? Has a murder been committed? Ablood
stainedknife is found nearbyand serious wounds are visible on the body. Enquiries and
a search are made, witnesses are interviewed, clues and fingerprints are sought. Once

foul play is confirmed, the police move on to identify the suspects; consider the
motives and ponder the opportunities. No one actually saw what took place but the
facts testify to whatmusthave happened. The police and the lawyers try to discover
most likely explanation from the facts.

Deductions must be intelligently made. Someone who was alive and is now dead is
a circumstance which demands an explanation. We are no strangers to such situations.
Jesus' empty tomb equally demands an explanation. Someone who was quite dead
and is now certainly alive is surely a matter which requires an explanation.
Deductions must be drawn from the facts and must account for The Predictions;

The Death; The Burial; The empty Tomb; The Appearances and The Impact.
0

THE PREDICTIONS - Apart from the Old Testament predictions that Jesus would
be redeemed from the power of the grave and that His soul would not be left to Sheol,
or see corruption (Ps. 16:10; 71:20; Ho. 13:14), Jesus Himself predicted long before
His death that He would rise again from the grave. His predictions may have fallen on
deaf ears as far as His disciples were concerned but Jesus made these predictions
regularly. "From that time forth began Jesus to show unto His disciples, how that
He must go up to Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests
and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day** (Matt. 20:19). A few
chapters laterJesus informed His disciples that after He had risen He would go before
them into Galilee. When He came down from the mount of transfiguration with Peter,
James and John He told them not to say a word of what they had seen "until He had

risen again from the dead." He also challenged the Jewish leaders with the assertion,

"Destroy this temple (His body) and in three days I will raise it up." These many/"^
predictions are most worthy of mention because they illustrate that Jesus had every
confidence that He would conquer death and the grave (a confidence apparently not
shared by His disciples) and that the resurrection was not therefore a clever but hasty
stage-managed fraud perpetrated by His disciples (as is alleged by sceptics and Higher
Criticism). To rise from the dead the third day after burial is an achievement defying
description - to have predicted it many times beforehand, multiplies the marvel a
hundred times.

THE DEATH -1 understand that few sceptics nowadays attempt to deny that Jesus
was certainly dead prior to being laid in the tomb. At one time it was argued that Jesus
was but unconscious when He was interred, and the spices and coolness of the tomb
brought Him out of His 'swoon.'
It was never explained, however, how He got out of the tomb and how he moved
the 'exceedingly great' stone which blocked the tomb entrance, especially without any
blood in His veins. The Roman soldiers may have been rough but they were also known
to be efficient and when instructed by Pilate (at the request of the Jews) to hasten the
deaths of those on the three crosses by breaking their legs, we read that they broke the
legs of the other two but did not break the legs of Jesus because He was 'dead already.'
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THE BURIAL - Joseph of Arimathaea and Nicodemus wound the dead body of
Jesus in linen clothes, with spices, and buried it in the manner of the Jews m a tomb

hewn from the rock androlled a 'very great' stone against theentrance. Thedisciples
of Jesus may have forgotten the forecast of Jesus diat He would rise the third day but
the enemies of Jesus remembered it and took it more seriously. They were alive to the
danger that the disciples could easily remove the body of Jesus from the tomb and
claima resurrection. They therefore set in motion severd precautions to make sure that
this could not be done, and in all the measures they took they unwittingly created a
situation whichservedlater to provideunassailable proof of the resurrection.
Truly God works in mysterious waysHis wonders to perform. The chief Priestsand
Pharisees went to Pilateand explained their fears saying, "Sir we remember that that
deceiversaid while He wasyet alive(They believed He wasdead), after three days I
will rise again. Command therefore that the sepulchre be made sure, until the
third day; lest his disciples come by night, and steal him away; and say unto the
people, He is risen from the dead. So the last error shall be worse than the first.

Pilate said unto them, Ye have a watch: Go your way: make sure of it as sure as
you can. So they went,and made the sepulchre sure: sealingthe stone and setting a
watch." The only way for Jesus to emergewas by movingthe stone so the Jews sealed
the stone and placeda guard. It was now quite impossible for the disciples to take the
body without detection. The fu^t line of defence was the seal of the stone; the second
was the guard. Had theJews not taken such elaborate precautions they could, at a later
date, have accused the disciples of havmg stolen the body. By making the sepulchre
'sure' (or lockfast, or thiefproof) the Jews unintentionally, and to their later chagrin,
succeeded only in highlighting the fact of the resurrection.
o

THE EMPTY TOMB - Jesus had assured His disciples many times that although
He would suffer many things in Jerusalem at the hands of the Jewish elders and Chief

Priests, and ultimately be killed, yet Hewould emerge from the tomb on the third day.
We might expect, therefore, thatthese same disciples would have all congregated at the
tomb on the third day to watch Jesus break of out of the sepulchre. Not so, nor did it
seem thatthedisciples hadeventhehaziest notion of trying to steal the body.
Indeed whenthe few women whofirst discovered the emptytomb,and had seen the
Lord, ran back to tell the disciples, they 'believed not* and "Their words seemed to

them as idle tales, and they believed them not" The empty tomb was, therefore, to
the disciples, a complete surprise. To the enemies of Jesus, the empty tomb was a
frightening embarrassment - frightening because it called for an explanation (indeed a
public explanation) and the true explanation could only be that Jesus had risen ftx)m the
dead. However Public Relations men in every age can work wonders with a few lies

and a few 'handouts.' Thus the guards whohad beenwatching over the tomb(and who
had understandably quaked and fainted 'like dead men' when they saw an angel, and
earthquake) had to be bribed *with large sums of money* to saythatthey hadslepton
duty and the disciples had, asfeared, stolen thebody. Thus the explanation ofthe empty
tomb was clear to the Jewish elders and Pharisees (if to no one else); i.e. that Jesus
had, as He had predicted, risenfrom the graveon the thirdday.
o

THE APPEARANCES - Those sceptics who still feel that they can explain the
empty tomb have now to deal with the appearances. It is difficult to take seriously that
usual explanation offered by those who doubt the resurrection, that those who saw
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Jesus after his death suffered from delusions or hallucinations. When we recall the

many appearances Jesus made (over a period of 6 weeks), even tofive hundred brethren
simultaneously, one hesitates to believe that all suffered from hallucinations. Indeed
when Jesus appeared to the disciples and Thomas, He invited Thomas to thrust his hand
into the wound in Jesus' side to prove it was no apparition. Jesus also called for food
that in the eating thereof He might assure all that He was no 'spook' or spirit. The
appearances of Jesus (bodily) not only indicate the completion of Christ's redemptive
work but also shed some light on the nature of that redemption, i.e. the inclusion of
man's body in the scheme of salvation or, as Paul puts it, "the adoption, to wit, the

redemption of the body." (Rom. 8:23). The whole transaction of the resurrectioiyifc,^
centred around the tomb because that's where the body was. The only kind of
resurrection is a bodily resurrection, hence the necessity for Jesus to "show Himself
alive with many (infallible) proofs" and essentially to show his re-animated body. His
appearances can not therefore be explained other than by conceding His resurrection.
0

THE IMPACT - Two thousand years later the impact is still reverberating around
the world. Perhaps the most compelling evidence of the resurrection, apart from the
empty tomb and the personal appearances, is die transformation of the Lord's disciples.
After Christ's death the disciples were numb with depression and disappointment. Had
they not watched Him die and heard his awful death-cry, "Why hast thou forsaken
Me." They were like soldiers of a defeated army; disconsolate and in hiding,
wondering perhaps how they might pick up the threads of their former lives again, and
start looking for jobs.
Then came the transformation, when they *had seen the Lord.' Their weakness is
supplanted with courage; their depression witfi confidence; their sorrow with joy, which
no future tribulation would ever diminish. Their abandoned interest was now replaced
by a boundless and consuming zeal, ever prepared to die a martyr's death. To those
who say the resurrection is a legend or folk-lore it should be evident that a legend takes
many, many years to mature but the transformation of the disciples was immediate.
Within a few weeks, Peter, who had denied the Lord, was preaching the resurrection, in

spite of all threats against him, within a stone's throw of the tomb and scene of the^'^
crucifixion. "Therefore, let all the House of Israel know assuredly that God hath
made this same Jesus whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ... whom
God hath raised up, having loosened the pains of death; because it was not
possible that He should be holden of it..." This was the theme and bedrock of every
gospel discourse proclaimed in Jerusalem to diose who had condemned Jesus, those
who had seen Him die and perhaps even to the guards sent to guard the grave. Those in
authority, the elders and the Pharisees, fumed, threatened and even beat the disciples for
preaching the message but never, it seems, thought it feasible to deny the
resurrection. Even some 30 years later, Paul said that most of the 500 witnesses to the
Lord's resurrection were still alive and could be cross-examined. The silence of the

Jews is therefore more eloquent testimony than the preaching of the apostles. After all,
the Jews could have quickly silenced the preachers by going to the tomb and bringing
out the body, and they would dearly have loved to have been able to do so, but they

could not b^ause, inthe words ofan angel, **He isrisen, He isnothere."
Everyone who sees the light of day requires, sometime or other in their lives, to
produce an explanation of the events surrounding the death, burial and resurrection of
Jesus. The only true explanation is that Jesus, as He had often predicted, "suffered
many things of the elders and chief priests, and was killed, and was raised again

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

149

the third day." His resurrection (like the sign of the prophet Jonas) is the only sign
God gives to an evil and adulterous generation. The founders of other religions have
beautiful and well-tended graves but Christians can but point to the empty tomb. This
measures the difference between Jesus and all others.
EDITOR.

FULFILLED
(Darbyism Refuted,)

^

SENSATIONAL DISPENSATIONALISM
John Nelson Darby's Seven Era Premillennialism

Round about 1832, John Nelson Darby, an ex-Anglican priest and prominent
founder member of the relatively small Plymouth Brethren movement, propagated a
novel form of premillennialism generally known as "Dispensationalism". However the
faith is "once for all delivered to the saints" (Jude 1:3), so new doctrines cannot be true.

Despite that, this new doctrine, in its various forms, has permeated the evangelical
world so much that many evangelical bodies do not regard as Christian those who
oppose it.

Dispensationalists generally claim that there will be 7 eras of 1,000 years from the
creation of the world, at about BC4004, to the end. Which would mean that we have

now entered the 7th. and last dispensation of God's dealings with mankind.
Very briefly the theory is that the OT predicted the Lord Jesus coming into the
world to establish an earthly kingdom for the Jews. The Jews having rejected the Christ

this is postponed, meanwhile the Church is established, as a sort of stop-gap measure,
until Christ comes invisibly to "rapture" its faithful to heaven. Then God will resume

his aim to establish an earthly Jewish kingdom. Views of what happens then are
complex and varied.
THE DANGER OF THE DOCTRINE

The implication of this stop-gap theory is that the Church and the cross was hardly,
if at all, foreseen in the Old Testament. If the Jews had not rejected the Christ then he
would have instituted a Jewish earthly kingdom and there would have been no cross, no
salvation for the world and no Church.

I.e. Scofield claimed that salvation was by works for the Jews under the Old
Covenant and by grace under the New:
"As a dispensation, grace begins with the death and resurrection of Christ. . . The
point of testing is no longer legal obedience as the condition of salvation, but
acceptance or rejection of Christ, with good works as a fruit of salvation". Scofield

ReferenceBible, 1909,1917 (notes on John 1:17 sec. 2) p.1115.
The Scofield Reference Bible promotes Dispensationalism.
BIBLICAL REFUTATION - Prophetic Predictions Fulfilled
These Old Testament promises about God's plan for the Jewish Nation are fulfilled
in the Church.

Predicted - Gentiles becoming God's people.

"... I will say to them which were not my people. Thou art my people; and they
shall say. Thou art my God." Hosea 2:23
'Tet the number of the children of Israel shall be as the sand of the sea, which

cannot be measurednor numbered; and it shall come to pass, that in the place where it
was said unto them, Ye are not my people, there it shall be said unto them. Ye are the
sons of the living God." Hosea 1:10
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Fulfilled - The Church is God's holy nation.
. . not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles ... As he saith also in Hosea, I

will call them my people, which were not my people ... which was not beloved. And it
shall come to pass, that in the place where it was said unto them. Ye are not my people;
there shall they be called the children of the living God." Romans 9:22-26
"But ye are ..., an holy nation ... Which in time past were not a people, but are
now the people of God ..." 1 Peter 2:9-10
0

Predicted - Gentiles to be Priests.

"... I will gather all nations and tongues; and they shall come, and see my glory ..
and they shall declare my glory among the Gentiles ... And I will also take of them for
priests and for Levites, saith the LORD." Isaiah 66:18,19,21
FuUfilled - Members of the Church are priests.
"But ye are ..., a royal priesthood ...; that ye should shew forth the praises of him
who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:" 1 Peter 2:9
o

Predicted - David's Tabernacle will be rebuilt.

"In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen . .. and of all the
heathen upon whom my name is called, saith the LORD that does this" Amos 9:11
Fulfilled - The Church is David's rebuilt tabernacle

"Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of

them a people for his name. And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is written.
After this I will retum, and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen
down; . . . and all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who
doeth all these things. Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the
world." Acts 15:14-18
o

Predicted - A new covenant will replace the old.
"Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel, and with the house of Judah." Jer 31:31
Fulfilled - The Church is under that new covenant.

"... he took the cup,... saying. This cup is die new testament in my blood: this do
ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me." 1 Corinthians 11:25
"Who also hath made us able ministers of the new covenant;..." 2 Corinthians 3:6

"For finding fault with them, he saith. Behold, the day cometh, saith the Lord, when
I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah:"
Hebrews 8:8

In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which

decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away." Hebrew 8:13
"... Jesus the mediator of the new covenant,..." Hebrew 12:24
THE JEWS FORFEITED THEIR RIGHT TO THE OLD COVENANT

"Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they
brake,... saith the LORD:" Jeremiah 31:32

The Old was severed by God and the New introduced at the cross

". . . that I might break my covenant which I had made with all the people. And it
was broken in that day: ... they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver... In that
day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness." Zechariah 11:10-12,13:1
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GENTILES ARE GRAFTED IN AND BECOME PART OF THE
TRUE ISRAEL OF GOD

. . some of the branches be broken off, and thou, being a wild olive tree, wast
grafted in among them, and with them partake of the root and fatness of the olive tree;"
Romans 11:17

'In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in
putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: Buried with

him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of
God, who hath raised him from the dead". Colossians 2:11-12
SUCH ARE THE SEED OF ABRAHAM AND HEIRS
ACCORDING TO THE PROMISE

"Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be
justified by faith, But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster.
For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have
been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is

neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ
Jesus. And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the
promise." Galatians 3:24-29

So those who believe in the Lord Jesus and are baptised in water for the remission
of sins are bom into the promised kingom. Compare: John 3:3-5, Mark 16:15-16, Acts
2:37-39, Romans 6:1-5 and Colossians 2:11-13
ALLAN ASHURST.

COMMUNION WITH GOD
A great source of consolation for the Christian is communion with God. When

Christians meet together in public worship they commune with God, because the
various items of public worship each constitutes a communion.
Another meaning for communion is "joint participation", and implies action
between two parties. This "joint participation" is what the Christian has when he

worships God. The first Christians communed with God 2000 years ago when "they
continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine, and fellowship, and in breaking of
bread and in prayers" (Acts 2:42).
PRAISE

When Christians assemble themselves together to sing praises to God and when

God receives the adoration offered to His name, there is a communion. "Speaking to
yourselves in psalms and hymns, and spiritual songs, singing and making melody
in your heart to the Lord" (Eph. 5:19).

Music has its place and purpose in the worship service. This place and purpose has
been created by Divine authority, and singing is the only music provided in the New

Testament plan. "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; tparhlng
and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
with grace in your hearts to the Lord" (Col. 3:16).

From this the Christian leams that his heart must accompany his singing and be
thoroughly in accord with the sentiment of the song beingsung.In other words, it must
be done in all sincerity, and directed as praise unto God and not for mere entertainment.
THE LORD'S SUPPER

The Lord's Supper is specifically referred to as a communion. "The cup of blessing
which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which
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we break, is it not the commuiiion of the body of Christ? " (1 Cor. 10:16).
The Lord's Supper was instituted by Christ, and delivered unto tiie apostles.
"Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you" (Matt.
28:18-20). It was the practice of the assembly of the Church on the first day of the
week. "And upon the first day of the week when the disciples came together to
break bread, Paul preached to them" (Acts 20:7).
Thus practice of close communion with Christ is undertaken by the Christian that
he may examine self. (1 Cor. 11:28). To eat the Lord's Supper regularly and worthily is
to maintain spiritual vigour.

PRAYER
It is also true that the Christian receives consolation when he communes with God

in prayer. Actually Christians when praying are talking to God, pouring out tiieir hearts
to Him with assurance that He hears them. Indeed prayer is as necessary to the
Christian as the air he breathes.

The supreme example to follow in prayer is Jesus. Even Jesus needed to pray to His
Father in heaven to fortify Himself against the great emergencies in His life.
Christians have a greater need to follow His example in order to obtain the extra
help and consolation in overcoming the trials and temptations in their own daily lives.
"The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much" (Jas. 5:16). A
direct communion with God, prayer is ... "good and acceptable in His sight" (1 Tim.
2:3)
PREACHING

In the scripture-reading and the message that explains it, readers and listeners learn
more of God's will for them. He is telling them what to do and how to act. Here again
the Christian communes with his God as he studies the Divinely inspired book - the
Bible.

From the Old Testament scriptures two lessons of supreme practical importance
stand out - the first being that God always rewarded and blessed those who were
obedient. The second lesson is that God condemned and punished those who disobeyed
Him. From a study of those 2000 years of history in the Old Testament it is plain to see
God's word is steadfast and is not to be trifled with.

The New Testament scriptures containing God's will revealed through Christ and
His chosen ambassadors, who were guided and confirmed in their message by the Holy
Spirit, constitute a complete and perfect rule of faith and practice for God's people
today. "Therefore, we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things we have
heard" (Heb. 2:1).
GIVING

Giving is also an element of worship, and in giving there is communion with God.
In the New Testament scriptures the Lord has presented a plan for financing of the work
of the Church. As in the case of every other plan God has given, it must be put into
operation by faithfulness on the part of the Christians. The obligation is an individual
one.

This New testament plan has five characteristics. They are:
First - Periodic: "Upon the first day of the week".
Second - Personal: "Let each one of you".
Third - Provident. "Lay by him in store".
Fourth - Proportionate: "As he may prosper" (1 Cor. 16:1-2).
Fifth - Purposefully: "Everyman according as he purposeth in his heart, so let
him give. Not grudgingly, nor of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver" (2 Cor.

^

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

153

9:7).

When Christians give of their means and their time to the Lord's work they are
consecrating their giving to the glory and honour of God, and they are in complete
communion with Him.

Let us commune with our Maker in His way revealed in the scriptures, and receive
His blessings.
B. MOODIE.

TION BOX

Conducted by
Frank Worgan

MELCHIZEDEK. Heb. chs. 5:10 and 7:1-9.

Recently there was brought to my attention a subject which inevitably fascinates
every Bible Class that studies the letter to the Hebrews. The very mention of the name
'Melchizedek' is sufficient to awaken the flagging interest of any group of students,
because he appears to be such a mysterious Old Testament figure.
I have a clear memory of discussions held in the Bible Class that I attended as a boy
in my home-congregation many years ago, and I must say that when Melchizedek was
studied those discussions generated a great deal of heat, but very little light.
Hebrews ch.7:3 invariably prompted such questions as.
How could he be 'without father or mother?' arui,
What is the meaning of 'having neither beginning ofdays nor end oflife?'
There was always more speculation than illumination, with the result that, as far as I
was concerned, this man - if he was a man! - remained a mysterious and mystical
figure.

Not that in this our Bible Class was any different from others. I suppose it was to be
expected that we should encounter these difficulties, because for centuries Melchizedek

has fascinated both Bible commentators and Bible students alike, and many and varied
have been the theories advanced to explain his identity, and especially his origin, in the
light of the statements made in that verse.
1. Such is the mystery that has always surrounded the name 'Melchizedek' that, in
the 3rd century A.D., a sect arose known as 'the Melchizedekians', whose members
believed that he was a 'Christophany', that is, a pre-Christian manifestation of the Son

of God Himself. Or, they said, he was the Holy Spirit in human form. Or, at the very
least, they declared that he was an angelic being.
2. There is a theory, of Jewish origin from an even earlier period, which claims that
Melchizedek was actually Shem, the son of Noah, who, having survived the flood,
lived long enough to meet Abraham. I recall having read that at least one of the
preachers of the early 'Restoration Movement' held this view, but the notion seemed so
ridiculous that I did not bother to record where I read it!

3. Yet again, there are other writers who have refused to accept that such a person
as Melchizedek ever existed, claimed that he is an imaginary figure; an idealised,
stylized character. But this view is impossible to sustain since the account of his
meeting with Abraham is as factual as any other historical event recorded in the Bible.
What The Scriptures Reveal
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When we turn to the Word of God, we very quickly discover that, in the Old
Testament scriptures there is not a great deal said about Melchizedek. He first appears,
very briefly, in the days of Abraham in Genesis 14.
The second brief mention of him occurs 1000 years later in Psalm 110:4.
After this, we wait another 1000 years before he appears in the New Testament, in
the two passages already mentioned, where most of what we learn about him is to be
found.

'Melchizedek - King ofSalem'.
In Genesis 14:18 we read that it was after Abraham had rescued his nephew Lot,
that his meeting with Melchizedek occurred, and, in this verse, 'Malkiy Tzedeq' is
described as 'king ofSalem', and 'priest ofEl Elyon', or, of 'God Most High.'
This means that in this man were combined the offices of Priest and King - a fact
which is of profound significance, as I hope we shall see.
His name, 'Malkiy Tsedeq' means 'King of Right' - or 'Righteous King', whilst the
name of the city over which he reigned, 'Salem', is a form of 'shalom', which I think
most people know, means "peace". In later times this became the name of several
towns or cities in Palestine, but it is interesting to notice that Salem is mentioned in the
Tel-el-Amama tablets, which date back to before 1400 BC, and, even before the time of
Abraham, the city was known by that name.

Centuries later, in the days of Joshua, it was the city of the Jebusites which the
Israelites were unable to capture (Josh, 15;63), and it is probable, because it was
occupied and held by the Jebusites as their stronghold, until it was captured by King
David several centuries later, (2nd Sam.5:9), that the city of Salem had acquired the

name 'Salem ofthe Jebusites' or 'Jebu-salem', which eventually became 'Jerusalem'.
Certainly, Ae identification of 'Salem' with 'Jerusalem' is established quite clearly
in Psalm 76:2.

"In Judah God is known, his name is great in Israel. His abode has been
established in 'Salem', his dwelling place in Zion."
Josephus, the Jewish historian, who lived in the 1st century AD, stated,
"The first founder ofJerusalem was a chiefofthe Canaanites, who, in our tongue is

called "Righteous King'."
Thus, Melchizedek was King and Priest in the city which was later to become 'the
City of David.'
Melchizedek - 'Priest ofEl Elyon'
The fact that Melchizedek was both King and Priest surely reveals what a
remarkable person he must have been. In an age of polytheism, here was a Canaanite
king who knew the One True God - 'God Most High', or 'The Supreme God', and who
served Him as priest.
In Psalm 7:17 God, is described as 'Yahweh, the Most High.'
Notice, also, that this is the first time the word "priest" (kohen), occurs in the Old
Testament scriptures. From then on, it is used a massive 724 times, and it probably
means 'one who mediates'. When die New Testament scriptures describe Melchizedek
as a priest, the word used is 'heireus', which means 'one who is holy and set apart for
the service ofGod.'
Furthermore, Abraham acknowledged Melchizedek's priesthood as being that of the
God who had called him out of 'Ur of the Chaldeans', because,

i) He offered a tithe to Melchizedek. Later, according to the Mosaic Law, the
people were required to recognize the position of the Priesthood by the giving of a
tithe.

^
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Here, Abraham, the federal head of Hebrew people and the Father of the nation,
gave a tithe, not merely for himself, but for all his descendants - and this included the
entire priestly tribe of Levi and Aaron, itsfirst High Priest.
ii) Abraham accepted bread and wine from Melchizedek,
iii) And received a blessing from him.

This blessing of Abraham by Melchizedek is something that the Scriptures stress as
very significant, pointing out that 'the lesser is blessed by the greater' Heb.7;7. Or, as
the R.S.V. renders the verse, 'the inferior is blessed by the superior.' No wonder the
inspired writerof the letter to the Hebrews exclaims, "Seehowgreat he is!" (7:4).
(To be concluded next month)

(Questions to: Frank Worgan, 5 Gryfebank Way,
Houston, Renfrewshire, PA6 7NZ, Scotland)

THE "CHURCH" AND "WORSfflP"
The letter to the Ephesiansoutlines the "church" most clearly and gives us a picture
of faithful obedient people who delight in doing everything that Jesus wants us to do
and it also reveals the reason for this obedience. If we say that it does not matter how
the "church"conducts itself, we demonstrate a lackof understanding in our relationship
to Jesus. This relationship is revealed in this letter to the Ephesians.
Question: What is the foundation of the "church"?

Answer. The "rock" (Rom. 9:33,1st. Cor. 10:4-5,1st, Peter 2:7-8, Ps. 62:1-2).
Jesus himself said he would build his "church" upon the "rock" (the statement that
Peter had just made - diat Jesus was the Christ the Son of the living God - Matt. 16:16)

Rev. 21:9 "I will show you the bride; the Lamb's wife" (Rev. 21:2) the Holy city
adorned as a bride prepared for her husband.

As we read through the Ephesian letter and see outlined all of the things pertaining
to acceptable conductfor those who believe and whohave obeyed, we finally come to a
metaphorical outline of the relationship between Jesus and the "church".
HUSBAND AND WIFE

Ephs. chapter 5:22 Wife and husbrul are used as the example; with Christbeing the
head of the "church".

Picture if you will, a young bride and groom, with the groom so much in love with

his bride that he would willingly give his life for her if necessary (and in the case of
Jesus, that is exactly what he had to do, purchasing his bride (the church) with his own
blood.) Now picture die bride who loves her husband so much thatshe willdo anything
and everything to please him and nothing pleases her more than when she can do his
will in every little seemingly insignificant detail.

5:24 The "church" (the bride of Christ) submits to Christ joyfully and willingly,
finding satisfaction and fulfilment in every act of submission.

5:26 Jesus, the bridegroom, made his bride Holy (set apart for service to God)
cleansing her by washing with water (baptism) through the "Word" (the word of God,
the sword of the Spirit ch. 6:17)
5:29 Christ cares for his bride (the "church") and feeds her and she is (we are)
members of his body (Matt. 19:5-6) "one flesh"

5:29 No man ever hatedhis own flesh but feeds it and cares for it just as Christdoes
the "church"

5:321 am talking about Christ and the "church"

Have you heard the saying "she worships the ground he walks on" in reference to a
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married woman? - This is the kind of real genuine heartfelt worship that we must have
towards Jesus, not a limited, stilted, pompous worship that is all for show.
We must worship Jesus with an unconditional adoration.
Having examined all of the foregoing, and studied the letter to the Ephesians, can
anyone say "it does not matter how, where, or with whom, we worship?"
G. SILLMAN

Chilliwack, Canada.

JOY OF OBEDIENCE
In Scripture the obedient are blessed. Obedience brings a real closeness to God.
Jesus is the greatest example of obedience. He obeyed God even to the point of
death, so that we might have eternal life. There is no greater obedience than this.
In obeying God we declare our dependence on Him. Be willing to submit your life
to Him. Trust in Him for the future; in Him it's secure. As we walk and grow in the
Lord, obedience becomes the cornerstone to fellowship with God. If we obey He pulls
us closer to Himself, revealing a new depth of love and blessing.
At times we will reach a crossroads where a decision has to be made. In this, be

obedient to the will of God. Trust Him and let him be your guide; you will never lose
out. Obedience is never easy, so stand firm in the faith.
With God all things are possible. (Math. 19:26). God loves. God cares. God gives
strength, to overcome. Patiently pray, praise and worship Him. God will answer.
Patience and obedience go hand in hand.
In family life obedient children are a blessing. In God's family obedient children are
blessed!

Beloved, take Him at his word.

God is the Creator, In Him all things were made. It states in the Bible that we are
created in His image. We are His; He loves mankind. Beloved, be obedient to His will
and His word. In this you will be blessed. God wants a people that want Him.
Call upon Him, draw nigh, be blessed. God is patient. He awaits with an ever open
ear to your petitions. Call upon Him and be blessed.
ANDREW R SHARP, Newtongrange.

SCRIPTURE
READINGS
Nov. 4

Exodus 12:1-20

Nov. 11

Zechariah 13

Nov. 18

Psalm 41

Nov. 25

Proverbs 25:1-18

Matthew 26:1-25
Matthew 26:26-46
Matthew 26:47-58
Matthew 26:59-75

she foresee Jesus' crucifixion and death?

I think so. Jesus told them plainly; "For
in that she has poured this ointment
on my body, she did it for my burial*'
(12). However, some commentators
have suggested the anointing was car
ried out as a mark of devotion, but

Jesus. He liked to mix with the conmion

possibly also as a private acknowledge
ment of His Kingship.
The disciples thought the whole
thing was a waste of money. I am sure
Judas Iscariot was the main complai
nant, if a similar incident with Mary, the
sister of Martha and Lazarus, is anything
to go by (John 12:1-8). In fact, this inci

folk like her and Simon the leper. Did

dent seems to have stimulated Judas to

ANOINTING AT BETHANY

The action of this woman (26:6-13)
is recorded for all mankind and is a
memorial to her. I like the fact that

someone so humble was praised by
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betray Jesus to the chief priests.
THE PASSOVER

Jesus kept this memorial feast with
His disciples. The Passover commemor
ated the deliverance of the Israelites
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wounded; for you my life was taken'. In
receiving it the disciple says, 'Lord, I
believe it. My life sprang from thy suf
fering; my joy from thy sorrows; and my
hope of glory everlasting from thy

from Egypt and is still an important

humiliation

feast to the Jews. Details of how it
should be observed are found in Deuter

death'. Each disciple, in handing the

onomy 16. This chapter should be read
in conjunction with Exodus 12.
Jesus foresaw His betrayal and, at
the feast, identified Judas as the traitor. I

can hardly take it in at times to think
that one of Jesus' own disciples was
willing to betray Him for thirty pieces of
silver. As a consequence, Judas' name
will always be associated throughout
history with infamy. "He lives on the
stage of Scripture as an awful warning
to the uncommitted follower of Jesus

who is in His company but does not
share His spirit; he leaves the Gospel
story 'a doomed and damned man'

because he chose it so..." (R.P. Martin).
THE NEW MEMORIAL

It was on that dark betrayal night
that Jesus instituted the Lord's Supper as
a memorial feast to Him, the true passover.

Paul

later wrote:

"For even

Christ our passover is sacrificed for us
(1 Corinthians 5:7b). The com
memoration of the Jewish passover has
been superseded by the commemoration
of the Lord's supper. The latter speaks
of a greater sacrifice (Jesus HimselO and
a greater deliverance (fi-omsin).

I have always been struck by the
simplicity of the Lord's Supper. There is
nothing complicated about it. Yet, it is so
profound in meaning. Jesus took one
loaf and one cup. The broken bread
speaks of His body once whole then
wounded for us. The cup, containmg the
fruit of the vine, speaks of His shed life
blood. "For as often as you eat this
bread and drink this cup, you do show
forth the Lord's death till He come"

(1 Corinthians 11:26). 'To every disciple
He says, 'For you my . body was

and

abasement

even

to

symbols to his fellow disciple, says, in
effect, 'You, my brother, once an alien,
are now a citizen of heaven; once a

stranger, are now brought home to the

family of God. You have owned my
Lord as your Lord, my people as your
people. Under Jesus the Messiah we are
one. Mutually embraced in the Everlast
ing arms, I embrace you in mine; thy
sorrows shall be my sorrows, and thy
joys my joys. Joint debtors to the favour
of God and the love of Jesus, we shall

jointly suffer with Him, that we may
jointly reign with Him. Let us then,
renew our strengdi, remember our King
and hold fast our boasted hope unshaken
to the end'" (Alexander Campbell).
GETHSEMANE

Gethsemane lay on the west slope of
the Mount of Olives. The name comes

from the Aramaic gat semen, which
means "an oil press". This garden was
always a favourite retreat for Jesus and

his disciples. "It should probably be
contrasted with Eden, the garden where
the second Adam prevailed over
temptation" (D.H. Tongue).
We shall never know this side of

heaven all the pain, the sufferings and
the agony Jesus endured in Gethsemane.

The "cup" (39,42) of which He spoke,
was undoubtedly the cup of suffering.
This cup was not removed from Him,
but the Father gave Him sufficient
strength to see Him through all the trials
and tribulations. The hynm writer put it
this way:
"Nor e'er Gethsemane forget.
But there Thy conflict see;
Thine agony and blood-like sweat
And so remember Thee."

Jesus craved sympathetic compan-
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ionship at this time, but even His closest
disciples were unable to supply it. They
were tired and really unaware of what
was going on. Jesus loved them and
prayed for them. Soon their world was
to be shattered.

call upon false testimony to have Him
convicted and executed. Jesus spoke the
truth, yet they charged Him witii blas
phemy (65). His teaching and miracles
had proved beyond all doubt diat He
was the promised Messiah, the Son of

ARREST IN THE GARDEN

God. Most of the Sanhedrin were so

Judas arrived with the temple police
and the commander, who was the cap
tain of the Temple. He betrayed his

blinded by their wickedness that they
could not see the reality or the truth. But

master with a kiss. Simon Peter was the

in the future, which was *the Son ot

one who drew the sword and cut off the

man sitting on the right hand of
power and coming in the clouds of
heaven" (64b).
Peter ended up denying Jesus. He

ear of the high priest's servant call Malchus.

Luke

touched

his

records:

"And

Jesus

ear and

healed

him"

(22:51b). Again, it is staggering to read
that one of the twelve betrayed the Mas
ter for thirty pieces of silver. What got in
to Judas? TTie simply answer is - Satan
(Luke 22:3). The devil used Judas as an
instrument of evil. Of course, Judas was

a willing instrument and was totally
responsible for all his actions. It is pre

they were all going tosee the same thing^^

did so three times. He failed the test.

Here was further proof of His Master's

saying:

. . the spirit indeed is willing,

but the flesh is weak" (41). All his life, I
am certain that Peter never forgot this
denial. Of course, later on he repented
and confessed Jesus before the same

posterous to suggest that God fore

body of men (Acts 4). People can
change - and people can change for the

ordained everything this man did. God

better!

foreknew, but He did not foreordain.

IAN S. DAVIDSON,

Verse 56 is a very telling one: "But
all this was done, that the scriptures

Motherwell.

of the prophets might be fulfilled.

TEST YOUR BroUCAL

Then all the disciples forsook Him
and fled". It is easy for us to be critical
of the disciples all these years later. But

KNOWLEDGE
1. Who Was Gideon's youngest son?

would we have acted otherwise? The

point is: Jesus was left to face His ordeal
alone.

HIGH PRIESTLY INQUISITION
Jesus was led to Caiaphas, the high
priest He was in this office from A.D.
18 to 36. He was son-in-law to Annas

(John 18:13). These men probably
shared high-priestly power. The scribes
and the elders are also mentioned. They
all constituted the Sanhedrin.

It is clear from the beginning that the
Jewish authorities were out to destroy
Jesus. Their hatred of Him beggars
belief. Here was a man who went about

doing nothing good, yet they wished
Him dead. They were even willing to

2. How old was Joshua when he died?

3. Who deceived her husband to help
one of her twins?
4. David sent a soldier to his death in
battle. Name him.

5. This plant grew on the Plain of
Sharon.

6. Name the place of 12 wells and 70
palm trees visited by the wandering
Israelites.
7. Who received John's second letter?
8. What kind of sea is before the

throne of God?

9. Of whom is it said, he "cared for

none of these things"?
10. Name the two men who accom

panied Paul on his first missionary
journey?
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OBITUARY

EVANGELIST WANTED

Wallacestone: It is with deep regret that
we record the passing of Brother John
Myles. Brother John fell asleep in Jesus
on Sunday 8th July, 2001, and was laid
to rest on Wednesday 11th. Because of
illness and old age, John had been cared
for in Newcarron Court Nursing Home.
Due to being on holiday I was

require an evangelist and all interested
brethren should apply in writing to the
District Secretary:Harry McGinn,
6 Westpark Drive,
New Cumnock, Strathclyde

The Slamannan District of Churches

unable to attend the funeral, and John's

family were unable to contact me in

KA18 4U.

COMING EVENTS

time. We extend our condolences to the

PETERHEAD:

family but are sure that John is now in
God's keeping.
JAMES GRANT (Sec.)

Special Weekend:
Saturday 6th Oct. - 7pm
Sunday 7th Oct. - 10am, 11am, 6pm.
Speaker: D. Langdon (Glenrothes)
A warm welcome awaits alL

NEWS FROM THE
CHURCHES

"SING ALONG"

Slamannan District: The quarterly
Mutual Benefit Meeting took place in
the meetinghouse at Motherwell, on 1st
September when the subject discussed
was "How do we define Worship?" In
the

chair

was

James

Grant,

Wal

lacestone, and the speakers were John
Kneller, Tranent, and James R. Gardiner,

Haddington. After the speakers had
introduced the subject there followed, as
usual, general discussion in the hall for
one hour thereafter. As usual many inter
esting things emerged from these
discussions and an enjoyable time was
had by all. Our next meeting will be,
God willing, on 1st December, 2001, at
the Meetingplace of Tranent Church,
when the subject will be on the question
- "Has the Church anything to say about
modem scientific developments: e.g.
cloning, GM Foods, embryology, sur
rogacy, etc?" The speakers will be

Saturday 3rd Nov. - 3pm
Conducted by Kenneth Nisbet
Tea & Evening Session 7pm
AU welcome.

ANNIVERSARY MEETING

Kentish Town Anniversary Meeting
will, God willing, take place on:Saturday 6th October, 2001
Afternoon 3pm & Evening 6pm
Tea at 4.45pm
Speaker: John Morgan
(also Speaker on Sunday).
All welcome.

ANNUAL SOCIAL

Newtongrange
Saturday, 13th October - 4pm
Speaker: Ian Davidson
AU welcome.

Special Saturday Night Meeting
At KIRKBY IN ASHFIELD

Graeme Pearson, Dunfermline and John

VWth Bro. Frank Worgan

Colgan, Tranent. The Chairman will be
James R. Gardiner. Once again, we
thank the sisters for the lovely

27th October, 2001

at 7.00pm
Special Saturday Night Meeting

refreshments.

HARRY McGINN (Sec.)

At KIRKBY IN ASHFIELD
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With Bro. Ernest Makin

16th March, 2002

at 7.00pm
KIRKCALDY LADIES DAY

18th May, 2002
(Details later).

The Green Hut, Kings Road,
Stretford, Manchester.
An Invite to Special Meetings
to be held on

SATURDAY, 13th OCTOBER, 2001

Subject: What does it mean to be free?
Speaker: Graham Gorton 6.00pm
Light refreshments: 6.45pm
Questions and Discussion: 7.15pm
Enquires ring Allan Ashurst

can, your contributions bring relief to
these sufferers. That not only brings
relief from physical suffering but it is
encouraging to realise that other breth
ren care for them.

Another congregation has, with great
difficulty, been trying to share its
resources with two of its needy mem
bers, a widow and a handicapped

brother. Could we show our concern by^-^
contributing to this need? It would cer
tainly be very much appreciated. Those
wishing to help, please make cheques
payable to:- Dennyloanhead Church of
Christ Ghana Fund and send to the

treasurer Mrs.

Janet Macdonald,

12

Charles Drive, Larbert, Falkirk, Stirling
shire. FK5 3HB Tel: 01324 562480.

0161865 4242

GHANA APPEAL
The work of evangelism continues
and again we thank donors who have
contributed to its success.

Medical aid has reduced suffering
and death and, among present cases, we
have a sister who has suffered a stroke

along with hypertension and requires
regular monthly treatment.
The father of one of our church

leaders has also suffered a stroke along
with high blood pressure and, although
local brethren help in every way they
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Pleadingfor a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning
NOVEMBER, 2001

Vol. 68 No. 11

NAMING THE NAME
This week the Italian Presidenthas greatly angered the Islamic world by suggesting
that the standard of life in the western world (with a leaning towards Christianity) is

muchsuperior to that part of the eastern worldwhichis under Islamic religious control.
This has, of course, stirred up heated discussions, especially on TV chat shows, as to
the merits, or otherwise, of either religion. Just today, Moslem leaders have also been
complaining about references to "Islamic Terrorists": stating that the correct
terminology shouldsimply be "terrorists": and pointing out that they (Moslems), when
referring to Northern Ireland, wouldnever think to talk about "Christianterrorists".
The Moslem leaders have a point, and of course there are terrorists everywhere, of
all shapes and sizes and with all forms of motivation. However "Christian Terrorists"
would be a contradiction in terms. Those in Northern Ireland, representing the IRA or

UDAetc. who throw petrol bombs, shoot off knee-caps,leave high-explosives in public
places, assassinate and commit all forms of murder can hardly be described as
Christians. They may nomiiially be regarded as Roman Catholics or Protestants, but
could not, even remotely, be regarded as followers of Jesus Christ Surely such men
(and women)are politicallymotivated: one group striving for a united Ireland: the other
group trying to prevent it. "Christianity" has, over the years, been blamed for all kinds
of misfortune, quite unjustifiably, but surely can not be regarded as responsible for the
carnage in Ulster. Apologists for the orchestration of violence from the Taliban, strive
to excuse it by saying that there is just as much violence in Britain, and Britain is a
"Christian" country. This, of course, is just another glaring misconception; and the sad
truth is that while Britain may nonunally be regarded as a Christian country, it is fast
becoming perhaps one of the most Godless countries in the world.
IN NAME ONLY

At school we used to be told that Britain was a "Christian" country. Very few

teachers would try and tell pupils that sort of thing today; it would cause too much
hilarity in the classroom. Using even a very loose definition of "Christian" Britain

could never be described by that tenn althou^ I suppose it isnominally "Christian" in
contrast to Russia being described as a land of atheists.
The word "nominal" is from the latin nominalis which means "belonging to a name;
or, existing in name only; verbal but not actual". Thus Britain is nominally "Christian"
i.e. in name only. To nominate (the verb) means to name a person (usually to some
office). Thus we read in the local press that the lads on the factory floor have nominated
Joe Bloggs to be Shop Steward. To nominate means, therefore, to recommend a name
towards some appointment The lads on the shop floor did not give Joe Bloggs his
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name, they merely "named the name" as suitable candidate for Shop Steward. It was
God who gave Jesus His name. The angels decreed "Thou shalt caU His name Jesus
for He shallsaveHis people from their sins". Christians, however, name the name of
Jesus in the sense that they nominate Him as their Lord and Master. To de-nominate
means "to name down" and so denominationalism is a breaking down of the Church
into factions or denominations.

Paul mentions those "who have named the name of Jesus" (in II Tim. 2:19) when

he says "and let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity".
Those who have "named the name of Christ" have become His servants and have

nominated Him to be their leaderand king. Thus they may be termed "Christians". It is

possible however to take His name but not to take His nature; to nominate Him with
our lips but not sublimate him inour lives - inshort to be Christians only in a nominal
sense i.e. in name only. I suppose thatwhat can be trueof a country can equally be true
of an individual. If Britain can be "Christian" only nominally, so can individuals.
^NAMING THE NAME* OF JESUS

In this 2nd Chan, of 11 Timothy Paul says some striking things about what is

expected ofthose who have named the name ofChrist. He likens Christians tosoldiers
(of all things) and says that followers of Jesus must endure hardships as "good
soldiers" of Jesus Christ, (v.3). Enduring hardship maynot appeal to many of us and so

we shall, perhaps, take steps to avoid it. During the First World War young men used to
stand in long queues to join the army but after a few weeks in the trenches, lying
unwashed in the mud, hungry and covered in lice, deafened by bursting shells and
shrieks of the wounded, they would havegiven anything to get home. In our centrally
heated meeting-houses, with the wall-to-wall carpeting, it is difficult to realise that
there is a war going on and thatChrist is depending on us in the heat of the battle. We
might snipe away at one-another but the nearest we shall come to actual danger is the
possibility of a long sermon making us late forlunch.
Then Cv.4) Paul points out that "no man that warreth entangleth himself with
the affairs of this life. That he may please Him who hath chosen him to be a
soldier". Thus, whenwe become soldiers for Christwe resigna lot of personal freedom

and become subject to Army Law. The farmer leaves off ploughing; the mechanic
leaves his tools; the merchant leaves his store; the clerk his desk, when he becomes a

soldier and truly understands that hecannot resume such activities until the war is over.
Think of all the brethren who have become involved in the world's affairs (sometimes

rising to great heights as politicians, magistrates etc) and having discovered that we
really cannot serveGodand mammon, haveditched God.
In v.7-14 Paul, while reminding us that he suffered personally (as an evildoer) for

teaching the resurrection of Christ and was actually placed in bonds, he, at the same
time rejoiced in the knowledge that God's word could not be chained. The only places
where God's word is bound is in closed Bibles or the sealed lips of those who "have

named the name of Christ". God depends on us to spread His word. Other gigantic

steps inpersonal conmiittal include being prepared todie with Christ that we might live
with Him; being prepared to suffer with him that we might reign with Him; knowing
thatif wedeny Him He will deny us. In these latter verses the word "If indicates to us
that the matter (//we suffer with Him: //we deny Him) is one in which we make a
completely personal choice.

Then, in v.lS Paul provides those words, now so well known, advocating
Christians to "Study (or to agonise) to show themselves approved unto God, as
workmen that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth". We

must handle aright God's word but (next verse) "shun profane and vain babblings
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which lead unto more ungodliness, and which eat as doth a canker ofwhom is

Hymenaeus and Philetus". It has been most helpful of Paul to give us an example of
what he means by **profane and vain babblings" and by citing the case of these two
church members. Hymenaeus and Philetus taught that *^e resurrection was part

akeady" and thus erred from the truth and overthrew the faith of some. This surely
shows how we must strive to be correct doctrinally and how careful we must b^ what

we teach. These two Christians are on the eternal record as those who "erred from the
truth" and "overthrew the feith ofsome", because oftheir mistaken understanding of
the resurrection (a fairly harmless misconception as some might think.)
In V.19 we are given the glorious assurance that nothing will prevail against^e
Church. "Nevertheless the foundation ofGod standeth sure having this seal. The
Lord knoweth them that are His, And, Let everyone that nameth the name of

^Christ depart from iniquity". No matter what happens, and in spite of all the false
teaching that goes on, the "foundation of God" (and the foundation of the Church)

stands secure and undiminished. Men can pluck the leaves, or even snap the branches

but they cannot destroy the tree. The foundation of the Church is Chnst and His
apostles and so it can never be shaken. It has also, says Paul, this seal - Firstly **The

Lord knoweth them that are His": and Secondly, "Let everyone that nameth the

name of Christ depart from iniquity". This is, pe±aps, an allusion to the practice of
larce edifices having the architect's, or builder's, name chiselled on the foundation
stone. Thus there are on the plinth ofthe Church these two seals orinscriptions:-

(1) *The Lord knoweth them that are His". This presupposes &at in every age

there will be in the Church those who are not His - nominal Christians i.e. in name

only. This seal means that no matter who apostatizes or teaches error the foundation
remains unscathed and others, better deserving can build upon it. Ifall the Christians in
this age where to "down tools", spiritually speaking, the next generation could easily

pick them up again. This seal also means that no-one can deceive God and that amongst
all the many thousands who enter the Church God knows those who are truly His and

can oversee them with abenevolent eye. Jesus, Himself, warned that many on that great

day would say unto Him, "Lord, Lord, have we not done many wonderful works m
Thy name" and He would disclaim all knowledge of them and say, *T)epart from me,
I never knew you."

^

^

(2) "Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from miqmty .
'"'^^Christians are those who have "made the good confession" and named the name of

Jesus. At baptism we "call upon the name of the Lord" and acknowledge our

nomination ofHim as our new Master and Lord. We are thus translated fix)m the power
of darkness into the kingdom ofGod, Having thrust off the bondage of Satan ^d taken

upon us the yoke which is easy and the burden which is Ught, we must not hve as we
did before. Having nominated Jesus as Lord we must treat Him as such, with all
reverence and Godly fear.

SELF-EXAMINATION

Now these few verses from IITimothy constitute only a minute part ofthe N.T. and

yet we are brought face to face with many of the things expected of us. Christians are
soldiers for Christ, locked in a warfare with the Devil, commtted to hardship ^d
disentanglement with worldly considerations; to die (daily) with Christ and to suffer

with Him; to agonise and stiidy to receive approval; an unashamed workman, handhng
God's word intelligently and eschewing false teachings and vain disputations. All these
allude to nouns, anything but attractive; hardship, warfare, suffering, sacrifice, agoity,
work, fideUty, and we could add many more. This seemed to be the Christiamty of the
N.T. and we often advocate areturn to N.T. Christianity, do we not? When we look at
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ourselves today, and look around us at the religious world, is it not true to say that
much of Christianity is fairly nominal - Christianity in name only. Are we nominal
Christians - Christians in name only? How do we shape up to such a suggestion? A
question was posed in a religious magazine recently, somewhat to the effect "If you
were arrested for being a Christian could they find evidence against you?" We may
have smiled at it, but once we try and tabulate the evidence, it might not be so funny.
No one wants to be regarded as a nominal Christian but we can all put ourselves
through a little test by asking ourselves a few searching and uncomfortable questions.
For example how many hours, on an average week, do we devote solely to the service
of our Lord and Master. What do we actually ever do for Jesus. What do we ever say
for Jesus? What do we actually give towards the Lord's work? The work languishes for
lack of funds but what do we give to it in contrast to what we spend on our selves? It is
better for us to ask ourselves these questions now, than for Jesus to ask them later. What
am I doing for Jesus? Do I preach the gospel to my neighbour? Do I visit the sick or
leave it to others? Do I encourage my brethren or look bored? Am I enthusiastic about
the Lord's work or does someone have to cajole me? I can easily point out the

shortcomings of others; can I see my own faults? Do I take any steps to relieve
suffering, or visit the lonely members? Do I encourage any weaker brethren, or ignore
them? If we were to write down what we actually do, in a week, for Jesus we might be
surprised; even shocked.
UNDERSTANDING IN ALL THINGS

Jesus knew about nominal Christians. He said, "What do ye more than others?"

If you love those who love you, and are good to those who are good to you, you are
really no better than anyone else, for even the publicans had reached that standard. So
said Jesus (in Matt.5) when He added this general rule, "For I say unto you, That
except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and
Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the Kingdom of Heaven" (v.20). We say diat
we love Jesus with our lips but do we deny it with our lives? Love (and faith) can only
really be expressed in actions. God loved us and acted - indeed we read that God so
loved the world that He gave His only Son. When we think of what God has given to us
- what do we give back to Him? When we consider what God has done for us - what do
we actually do for Him? Truly we must love God, and believe God, but we must also
obey God and serve God. What more do we than others? Do we give our earthly
employer a higher standard of service than we give to our Heavenly Master? As thosi
who have "named the name of Jesus" and nominated Him as our Lord and Saviour,

what are we really and truly doing for Him? In short are we, like Britain as a country,

only Christian in a nominal sense; i.e. Christian in name only?
If the answer tends to be in the affirmative let us change all that, and let us be up
and doing; seeking ways to help in the great cause of Christ, let us endure hardness as
good soldiers of the great warfare. As Paul says (in v.7 of the chap, already quoted from
II Tim.) "Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things."
EDITOR

SPIRITUAL SMOKE ALARMS
Suppose your friend told you he had just removed the battery from his smoke
alarm. The previous night, the alarm had gone off, and your friend found that piercing
signal so discomforting, so unpleasant, he decided he would rather not listen to it. What
would you tell your friend? Would you inform him of the great personal risk he had

taken by not hewing the alarm, and the risk ofdisconnecting it?
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There isa similar situation today inthe lives ofmillions ofpeople inthe world, and

even among members of the Church. Many have failed to realise that built within them
is a spiritual smoke alarm, and thus have failed to heed its signal. Many have
disconnected it completely!
THE CONSCIENCE: WHAT IS IT?

Astudy of the New Testament passages which speak of man's conscience reveals
two meanings of this word. One minor meaning is a reference to each person's

consciousness, his awareness offacts, conditions etc. This meaning isreflected insome
ofthe more recent translations. For example, inHebrews 10:2, the writer pomts out that
if the Mosaic sacrifices had been effective, the worshippers 'Should no longer have

any consciousness ofsin" (RSV). The word translated by the RSV as "consdousne^'
is rendered by the KJV as "conscience." Other passages where the traditional rendenng

^of "conscience" seems to have this mmor meaning of "consciousness" are n
Corinthians 5:11 and I Peter 2;19 (andothers).

However, the primary meaning in the New Testament of "conscience is the idea

suggested by aliteral rendering of the Greek root "knowing together." The idea is that

of a witness in court who testifies to the truth of a fact or statement. The truth is

established, not by one witness, but by two or more. In this sense, the conscience is that
which testifies to the loyalty ofourselves to the truth which we know. Paul shows ^s

sense ofthe word "conscience" in Romans 2:15, where, when speaking ofthe Gentiles
he states: "They show that what the law requires is written on their hearts, while
theirconscience also bears witness..In other words, the Gentiles had two reasons

for doing what was right. First, they had knowledge of right and wrong written on their
hearts; and second, their conscience also testified to what was right and wrong.

In other passages, Paul appeals to his conscience as confirmation of astatement. In

Romans 9*1 2, he says **my conscience bears me witness" that he had great concern

for his people. Again, in H Corinthians 1:12, he states his sincerity while in the
Corinthians' presence, and to confirm this fact, again appealed to **the testimony of
our conscience." To put it another way, the Corinthians had two witnesses to Paul's

sincerity: his own statement, and the testimony of Paul's conscience, which agreed with

his statement

^

.

r

James Bales referred to the conscience as a "stem judge. The idea isofa sep^te

"person" within us who stands back, evaluating and judging our actions on the basis of

"^^the knowledge available. The popular picture of the conscience also agrees with this,

often seen in cartoons as the small copy ofthe mdividual, sitting upon the individual's

shoulder, whispering advice and handing down judgments. But however the conscience

is pictured, the point is the same: Each has within him a faculty of judging and
evaluating his actions. (That this is a faculty which all possess is shown by Paul, in

Romans 2:15, when he speaks ofthe Gentiles' conscience -the Gentile who was without
God or religion). And, as the scriptures point out, this is amost vital faculty to possess.
THE GOOD CONSCIENCE

Astudy of the Biblical passages on conscience will also reveal numerous references
to the conscience which is "good", "clear*' or "clean." Paul, in viewing Ws p^t life,
could say he had served God with a"clear conscience* (U Timothy 1:3). The Hebrew

writer states **we are surewe have a clearconscience" (Hebrews 13:18). Peter urges
Christians of all times to "keep your consciences clear, so that, when you are

abused, those who revile your good behaviour in Christ may be put to shra^' G
Peter 3:16). \^ith these examples and commands, itis only natural to next ask. What is
a good conscience?

, ,

u

a

One effective way ofdeciding what a good conscience is is tolook at what a good
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conscience is not. Severaltypesof conscience are mentioned in the scriptures whichare
obviously not recommended to the Christian. By understanding these, we can more
easily see what type of consciencewe shouldhave.
FIRST, the scriptures speak of the 'Sveak conscience." Paul discusses the weak
conscience at length in I Corinthians 8:7-13. In this passage, the specific situation is the
matterof eatingmeat which has been offered to idols. It is clear from the context that
eating this meat was not wrong in itself. One could eat it with no harmful
consequences. But the same act, for another individual, could lead to sin. What made
the difference? The amount of knowledge is an important point to consider, but not the

primary point The brother with a weak conscience probably was a recent convert to
Christianity, but had not had time to gain the needed knowledge about idols. The real
point seems to be that this brother with the weak conscience was one who did not
follow the advice of his conscience. Until he saw the stronger brother eating meat, he

had no problem. But when the example of the stronger brother conflicted the advice of
the weaker brothers' conscience, the example of the stronger brother prevailed. The

problem withthis situation is simple: The advice of the conscience wasnotheeded! For
that reason, it was termed by Paul a "weak conscience."

SECOND, the scriptures speakof the "seared conscience,"in I Timothy 4:2.There
are two possible ideas involved with the word "seared", both of whichPaul may have
had in mind. One idea is that of a branding-iron. As cattle on a ranch are branded for

life to show ownership, so our consciences are "branded" with every instance of sin.
Our sins may be forgiven and overcome, but they will always leave their scars. A
second idea of "seared conscience" might be that of "cautery," or loss of sensitivity.

Anyone who has burned a finger, or any part of the body, knows there is a subsequent
loss of sensitivity, either in part or in whole. The same is true with our consciences.
When we sin, and so abuse or neglect the conscience, there is a gradual loss of
sensitivity in our conscience.

THIRD, there is mention made in the scriptures of the "corrupted conscience," in
Htus 1:15.The question might be asked. How was the conscience corrupted? Was that
its original form? Those of us who reject the idea of hereditary depravity would say.
No. Rather, the conscience was evidently made corrupt through the constant practice of
evil and unbelief. It was a conditioning process. The more sin committed, the more

depraved the conscience became.

FOURTH, the scriptures speak ofthe '^rejected conscience" in I Timothy 1:19.''^

Some translations specifically say "By rejecting conscience, certain persons have
made shipwreck of their Caith" (RSV), while most translations follow the lead of the
KJV in stating *Svhich some having put away," referring to both "faith and a good
conscience." But the idea in either translation is the same: Those who reject faith, are

set on a course which leads to a shipwreck of their faith. There is great danger involved
when one chooses not to listen to his conscience!

Therefore, a good conscience, defined by contrast, is one which is: (1) Not weak,
but has a strong influence in our decision-making process: (2) Not seared, or abused by
constant evil-doing; (3) Not corrupted by the continual practice of evil and sin in our

lives; and (4) Not rejected, but always he^ed.
Paul, in making his defence before the Sanhedrin, said "I have lived before God in
all good conscience up to this day" (Acts 23:1). Could Paul really say that,
considering his past activity in persecuting Christians? Yes, for Paul was not speaking
of the accuracy of his knowledge. Certainly, there had been a time in his life when he
had the facts all wrong; but never had he gone against the counsel and advice of what
his conscience had told him. What a compliment for anyone!

^
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OUR NEED FOR A GOOD CONSCIENCE

As stated before, the scriptures often encourage Christians to make sure their
consciences are good, clear and strong. Paul showed the necessity ofthis in I Tunothy
1:18, 19, when he said the absence of conscience and faith leads to a "shipwreck" of
ourfaith. Paul had earlier told Timothy in this epistle that *Hhe aim of our change is
love that issues from a pureheartand a good conscience and sincere Caith" (I Tim

1:5). Thus, the message is clean Itisincumbent upon every Christian to make sure his

conscience meets the Biblical qualifications of a good conscience.

Practically, there are three m^or conclusions that can be gained from this study:
(1) Conscience alone is not asafe guide. This isclearly illustrated inthe life ofPaul. He
had acted in complete accord with the counsel ofhis conscience. Yet there were large
gaps in Paul's knowledge of God's will, and these produced serious consequences.
Today, we must arm ourselves with adiorough knowledge ofGod's word ifwe hope to
be pleasing to Him. This is thetoppriority!

(2) Neither is faith complete without a strong conscience bearing witness to the
truth of God's will in ourlives. To illustrate this, think of the numerous Christians who

have great amounts of knowledge of the Bible - but who are unfaithful to their
commitment to God. Why did they become unfaithful when they possess so much

knowledge? Have they not disregarded the counsel oftheir consciences? And it was a
gradual procedure. When they first began departing from God, the conscience sounded
a shrill alarm. Butwith each offence, thelevel of thealarm diminished, until now many

do not even hear. They have effectively silenced their consciences through repeated
disregard!

,

i r™

.

(3) Failing to heed our conscience does tremendous damage, on two levels. Tnere is
the immediate damage toour bodies, and/or our souls by the committing ofa sin. But
there is also the more subtle damage done to our conscience. Never again will our

conscience be quite so keen, so sensitive as before this occasion ofneglect. And with
the passmg of time, and the continuing of such neglect, the conscience will give up its
function of alarm altogether!

With tune, any ofus could learn to sleep through the warning ofa smoke alarm. But
what risk we take upon ourselves by so doing! Likewise, any ofus may learn to"sleep"
through the cries of an alarmed conscience.
T.HALL
I

CALLING ON fflS NAME
Most of so-called Christendom is taught that since Romans 10:13, says,
"Whosoever calls on the nameof the Lord shall be saved," then alien sinners need
to pray for salvation.

.

„

Probably a large number of those who claim to be "New Testament Chnstians
know there issomething wrong with that doctrine, and may be able toquote John 9:31,
"For we know that God does not listen to sinners," or Matthew 7:21, "Not

everyone who says tome, Lord, Lord, shaU enter the kingdom ofheaven." But to
many, this is too much like simply arraying one scripture against another, so you just
take your choice ofwhich one to believe, and overlook or reject the one that does not
fit your preconceived notions. Of course, an honest Bible believer will take all the
Bible says on any subject, and ifone thing seems to conflict with another, will try to see
wherein he can find harmony.

There needs to be an examination in more detail of what is involved in the

expression, "calling on the name of the Lord," and also its meaning when used in a
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particular grammatical construction. Most of us surely know that words and phrases do
not have absolute meanings apart from contexts and grammatical constructions.

It may be interesting and instructive to point out that even in our common English
usage, "call on" means more than simply making a request for something. When a
doctor calls on a patient, he does not merely drive by and say, "Hello in there! I wish
you well!" He goes in and is involved with service. When I grew up, young men were
said to "call on" young ladies. (I am not sure what they are said to do - or what they do
- now.) But I was aware that to "call on" meant something different from merely to ask
for some favour. But of course no Bible expression should be defined simply by an

appeal to our common usage, though that may clarify or illustrate. Bible expressions
should always be defined in terms of Bible usage. What do we find as we examine the
sacred oracles?

WHATIT MEANS
When we find the expression in Romans 10:13, we immediately find in the
following verses that "calling on" must have some prerequisites. One should not "call
on" God in the scriptural sense without hearing and believing.
Let us examine briefly some other passages. In Zephaniah 3:9, we find "that ail
may call upon the name of the Lord, to serve him." It appears that both in the
Septuagint and in English, "to serve" (tou douleuvein) is in apposition to "caii upon"
(tou epikaleistkai). That is, "to caii on" involves "serving iiim," not merely
requesting something from him, or praying to him. You may note that this usage is very
comparable to the illustration of the doctor calling on his patient - serving him - not
merely asking him for payment of a bill.
Note again in Acts 9:14, Paul was reported to have asked for the authority to bind
all who "caii upon the name of the Lord." Paul was not persecuting those who
simply prayed, but those who were serving the Lord.
In Acts 25:11, Paul uses the words, "I appeal unto Caesar." The words "appeal
unto" are from epikaloumai, the same word translated "call upon." Paul did not simply
say, "Caesar, save me!" He put his case into "Caesar's hands, submitting to Caesar's
judgment and will." That, in a nutshell, is what "calling on the Lord" involves.
But let us probe a little deeper. In Acts 22:16, Saul was told to "arise and be
baptized and wash away thy sins, caiiing on His name." Although this may be
translated in some versions as if it were four imperatives: (1) Arise, (2) be baptized, (3)
wash away thy sins, and (4) call on His name, they are not all imperatives in the
original. "Arise" is a second aorist participle, which should be translated, "having
arisen." "Be baptized" (baptisai) is a first aorist middle imperative as is "wash away"

(apolousai). "Calling on" is not an imperative, but a present, passive particle
(epikaleasamenos). Although I am neither a Greek nor English scholar, having
forgotten much of what I thought I once knew, and do not even know a scholarly
reference to uphold my conclusions, the best usage I remember is that the present
participle, in toth Greek and English, is generally used to modify the main verb, or
show how the action is to be performed. In this case, it is a passive participle, and
indicates how the two passive acts of submission to God which are mentioned are to be
done.

(You may want to note here a sort of side issue which may be very enlightening.
Some of our religious friends take the position that since we are saved by faith, baptism
must be ruled out of our salvation since it is an act (work) which we perform. You may
note that both verbs are passive. They do not relate to acts which we perform, but
which are performed on or for us. Baptism is no more our woik than washing away sms
is our work. They both refer to thmgs done for us.)

^

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

169

In the case before us, "calling on his name" is a present passive participle, and
relates to how the submission to Christ was to be done. In other words, diere could be

no "calling on thename oftheLord" inthe Bible sense without submitting toChrist
- inthis case by arising and being baptized and having sins washed away.
CONCLUSION

Although my study has not been exhaustive, I have been unable to find any
exception to these general principles in the Bible. In the 33 times the word is used in

the New Testament, not one of them seems to have any clear reference to "praying
to," but rather to such ideas as serving, submitting to, or by being sumamed, etc. It
appears to be a general rule, also, that the active participle, when used with an
imperative, always describes the manner in which the command was to be carried out
There may be some exceptions, but I am not aware of them.

It may also be interesting to note that this conclusion also fits very well with a

logical or mathematical comparison. We learned in high school maths (or maybe
earlier) that "things that are equal to the same things are equal to each other." Let us
note how it woiks in this and other connections.

"He that believethand is baptized shall be saved" (Mark 1:16).
"He that calleth on the name of the Lord shall be saved"(Rom. 10; 13)
Therefore, he that believeth and is baptized, and he that calleth on the name of the
Lord are the same. It not, why not?
Again, notice the followmg:

"Except ye be converted and become as little children, ye shall not enter the
kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 18:3).

"Except a man be bom of water and the Spirit, he cannotenter the kingdom
of heaven" (John 3:5).

Therefore, being converted andbeing bomof water andtheSpirit involve the same
things.

Repent - and be baptized - for the remission of yoursins (Acts2:38).
Repent - and be converted - sins blotted out (Acts 3:19).

Therefore, to bebaptized andto beconverted involve thesame things.
So, both logic and scriptural usage compel us to conclude that "calling on the
name of the Lord" is not just prayer, but submission to and service for God.
T BROWN

tion box

Conducted by
Frank Worgan

(MELCHIZEDEK - conLfivm last month.)
Statements that Puzzle!

The uniqueness of Melchizedek's priesthood is stressed in Heb. 7:3, where we find
the statements, which create difficulty. It will help if, when we readthis verse, we bear
in mind that the writer is setting out the similarity between Melchizedek and the Lord

Jesus, inorder to show why Jesus is a priest "after the order ("taxin", meaning style or
fashion") ofMelchizedek."

Firstly. "Withoutfather or mother or genealogy" does not mean that Melchizedek

came into existence miraculously - without parents! It means that he had no priestly
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ancestry, and that there were nogenealogical records from which his right to serve asa
priest could be established.
This reveals the difference between his priesthood and that of the sons of Aaron

who came along later, when proof of ancestry was essential before a man could become
a Levitical priest, and when the antecedents of a priest had to be established beyond
doubt.

Afterthe return from the Babylonian Captivity certain men wished to serve in the

Temple, but were excluded from priesthood because their names could not be found
among, "those enrolled in the genealogies, so they were excludedfrom the priesthood
as unclean" Neh. 7:64.

Soimportant was this law that Heb. 7:14 tells usthat even the Lord Jesus hmiself
could nothave been a priest during hisearthly life, "forit is evident thatourLord was
descended from Judah, and in connection with that tribe Moses said nothing about
priesthood."

Secondly. In any case, Melchizedek could not possibly serve as a Levitical Priest,
because, as verse 10 points out, Aaron had notyet been bom! The Aaronic priesthood
was established centuries after the time of Melchizedek!

Thirdly. When we are told that hehad "neither beginning ofdays norend oflife", it
would befoolish to suppose this means thatMelchizedek was notbom and didnotdie!
This refers to the length of his service as priest. It means thatunlike the sons of Aaron
who became priests, Melchizedek didnot succeed anyone to his priestly office, nor was
he himself succeeded in it by anyone. His priesthood was unique. As the 3rd verse
states, he, "abideth a priest continually".
This draws our attention to the fact that, unlike the Aaronic priests, Melchizedek did

not commence his ministry at a set age, nor was he compelled to retire at a set age. He
had an "abiding", that is, a continuingpriesthood.
Under the Law of Moses, a descendant of Aaron became an apprentice at 25 years

of age, carrying the Tabernacle and performing similar menial tasks, andhe became a
full priest at 30 years of age.

God's law governing priesthood was extremely benevolent and was considerate of
the heavy work involved in priesthood. That law stated that a priest must retire from
service upon reaching the age of 50, although, if he wished and was able, he might
continueto serve in a voluntarycapacity, (Numbers 8:23-26).
Not so Melchizedek! There was no set time for his priestly ministry either to begin
or to end, so that in this his service was altogether unique.
The LordJesus - Like Melchizedek - King and Priest,

Taking all of these facts intoconsideration, weseethewonderful similarity between
Melchizedek and the Lord Jesus.

Neither had priestly ancestry.
Neither served for a set period.
Neither had successors in their particular ministry.

And in both, the offices of King and Priest were combined. Whilst Melchizedek

was said to be king of Salem and priest of God Most High, concerning the Lord it had
been prophesied, "He shall bea priest upon his throne!" Zech. 6:13.
Bear in mind that this was a prophecy that couldnot be fiilfiled during his earthly
ministry, since whilst on earth hecould nothave been a priest according to the Law of
Moses under which he lived as a Jew. But, having ascended to heaven, he now reigns
and mediates as King and Priest

In the entirehistory of God's ancient people, no one was allowed to serve as both

King and Priest atthe same time. On the three-recorded occasions when kings intruded
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into the priestlyfunction, the consequences werecatastrophic.
1. 1st Sam. 13, King Saul presumed to offer a sacriHce, and lost his throne as a
punishment.

2. 1st Kings 13, King Jeroboam dressed himself as a priest and served at an altar
to a god of his own making, and the pimishment which followed resulted in the
destruction of the entire House of Jeroboam.

3. 2nd Chron. 26, King Uzziah entered the Temple and began to offer incense,
and was struck with leprosy.

Down through the ages ftom the time of the unique Melchizedek, God held the
offices of King and Priest apart until He should come of whom Melchizedek had been a
symbol.
God declared that it was His intention that His own Son should combme in himself,
the function of Kingship and Priesdiood, when in Psalm. 110:4, He said,
"Youare a priestfor ever, after the order ofMelchizedek".

{Questions to: Frank Worgan, 5 Gryfebank Way,
Houston, Renfrewshire, Scotland, PA6 7NZ)

KINDNESS
Kind hearts are the gardens.
Kind thoughts are the roots.
Kind words are the flowers.
Kind deeds are the fruits.

Take care of your garden.
And keep out the weeds;
Fill it with sunshine.
Kind words and kind deeds.

- Longfellow

Kindness is one of the most vital characteristics to the life that exemplifies Christ
Let's consider why.
Kindness was one of the forces moving God to sacrifice his Son for us. **But when

the kindness of God our Saviour and His love toward man, appeared not by works
done in righteousness which we did ourselves, but according to His mercy He
saved us" (Titus 3:4,5a)

The apostle wrote, ''Be ye imitators of me, even as I also am of Christ" (1 Cor
11:1). Among the shining qualities of that man of God to be imitated is kindness. Paul
betrayed his kindly disposition in die first letter to the saints at Thessalonica. The
apostle wrote, "But we were gentle in the midst of you, as when a nurse cherisheth
her own children" (1 Thess, 2:7). In his tender affection for those brethren Paul and
his companions held nothing back in their efforts to draw the saints even closer to Jesus

Christ, but were

.. well pleased to impart unto you, not the gospel of God only,

but also our own souls..(1 Thess. 2:8).

Kindness was such an outstanding feature of Paul's ministry that it is cited as
evidence of his apostleship. The Bible says, ''But in everything commending
ourselves as ministers of €k>d, in pureness, in knowledge, in long suffering, in
kindness..." (2 Cor. 6:4,6a).

Love for both God and the brethren is fundamental to a properly lived Christian
life, and in 1 Corinthians 13:4 one of the great characteristics of love is revealed:
"Love ... is kind." Love doesn't dwell in the heart of the continuallyharsh, caustic,
critical saint, because kindness has no place m such a heart
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Christians are commanded to cultivate kindness. **Be ye kind one to another,

tenderhearted, forgiving eachother, even as God also in Christforgave you" (Eph.
4:32). Kindness is even identified byPeter as evidence of Christian matunty. In 2 Peter
1:5,7, the apostle presents those inspired stairsteps to Christlikeness. Near the peak of
that pyramid ofsaintly graces, topped only bylove, is"brotherly kundness."
TheNew Testament presents kindness as a quality for which there is no substitute.
If one were to make soundness, Bible study, use of talents, liberality and every other

quality mentioned in the New Testament a part of one's life, and neglect kindness, the
fabric of his faith would be marred by a gaping hole. What is the conclusion of the
matter? **Put on therefore, as God's elect, holy and beloved, a heart of . . .
kindness" (Col. 3:12a).
W. LANGFIELD

THE SEVEN BEATITUDES OF REVELATION
Most folks are somewhat familiar with the beatitudes of Jesus Christ in the Sermon

on the Mount. Each begins with the word "blessed" and the purpose is to emphasise

the inner spiritual character of the true followers of the Son of God. Jesus said,
"Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for theyshall be
filled"; **Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God". Jesus ends the
beatitudes upon the subject of persecution. "Blessed are they which are persecuted
for righteousness sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when
men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against
youfialsely, for mysake.Rejoice and be exceeding glad: for great is yourrewardm
heaven; for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you". The hope of
eternal life is strongly emphasised throughout.
Most folk are not so familiar with the series of seven beatitudes in the book of

Revelation. These are like a golden thread woven into the fabric of the text begiiming
with chapter1 an endingwith chapter22. Consider them:
"Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and

keepthosethingswhich are writtentherein: for the timeis at hand." (1:3).
**Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: yea, saith the

Spirit,that theyrest from theirlabours; and their works dofollow them". (14:13).
"Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked,
and they see his shame." (16:15).

"Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb."
(19:9).

"Blessed and holy is he that hath part m the first resurrection: on such the
second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and Christ, and shall
reign with him for a thousand years". (20:6).
*^lessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this book."
"Blessed are they that do Hte commandments, that they might have right to the
tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city." (22:14).

Why arc there only seven beatitudes? Seven is a perfect number in Biblical
interpretation. God created the world in seven days. Man's allotted time upon earth is
seventy years. The seven beatitudes of Revelation describe the maturity of Christian
characterin the face of adversity and hardship whichreaches its ultimate fulfilhnent in

heaven. We have a goal to strive for butone which will not be completely attained in
this life. The apostle Paul said, **This one thmg I do, forgetting those thmgs which
are behind,and reaching forth unto thosethings which are before, I presstoward
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the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus". Our Lord and
Saviour said, "Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is
J.H. WILSON

SCRIPTURE
READINGS

among the Romans and the Greeks, as
well as the Jews, great reliance was

placed on them" (Albert Barnes). I often
wonder about the comments that were

Dcc.2 Zechariahll
Dec. 9 Psalm 22:1-18

Matthew 27:1-25
Matthew 27:26-44

Dec. 16 2Kings 13:10-25 Matthew 27:45-66
Dec.23 Psalm 22:22-31
Dec. 30 Psalm97

Matthew 28
Galatiansl

exchanged between Pilate and his wife
in the days after the trial. I am sure they
were very interesting.
What of the trial itself? What does it

reveal? "It shows that a court organised
to convict, and resorting to the most

Jesus was brought before Pontius

unscrupulous measures to effect their
purpose, utterly failed to find in His

Pilate by the chief priests and the
scribes. They wanted Jesus convicted

much less anything worthy of death. His

JESUS' TRIAL

and condemned on a charge of sedition.
The Roman Governor had authority to
execute sentence of death.

Pilate will always be remembered
for his encounter with Jesus. Peter later

said of the Governor: "The God of

conduct anything worthy of censure,
condemnation was based on His confes

sion of that which He had always openly

proclaimed, and which He had sustained
by His life and His miracles. The man
who betrayedHim into the hands of His
enemies declared Him innocent, and the

Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, the

judge who pronounced the sentence of

God of our fathers, has glorified his
Son Jesus; whom you delivered up
and denied Him in the presence of

death declared Him, in the same breath,

Pilate, when he was determined to let
Him go" (Acts 3:13). Matthew
recorded: "For he (Pilate) knew that

a just person. Never did such circums
tances attend the death of any other
man" (J. W. McGarvey).
JESUS' CRUCIFIXION
The crucifixion of the Master, as

sure from the Jewish leaders at this time

detailed in the gospel records, should be
read in conjunction with the many other
passages of Scripture. "And being

and, no matter how hard he tried, he

found in fiashion as a man, He hum

could not find a way to release Jesus. At

bled Himself, and became obedient
unto death, even the death of the
cross" (Philippians 2:8). "But we

for envy they had delivered him"
I (27:18). He was under tremendous pres

one point, he thought Barabbas, the
well-known insurrectionist, was the
answer to his dilemma. "But the chief

priests and elders persuaded the mul

preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews
a stumblingblock, and unto the

titude that they should ask Barabbas,
and destroy Jesus" (20).

Greeks foolishness; but unto them
who are called, both Jews and Greeks,

Pilate should have listened to his
wife. She had told him to "have nothing

to do with that just man: for I have
suffered many things in a dream
because of Him" (19). We must remem
ber this: "Dreams were considered as
indications of the divine will, and

the power of God and the wisdom of
God" (1 Corinthians 2:23-24). "But
God forbid that I should glory, save in
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by
whom the world is crucified unto me,

and I unto the world" (Galatians 6:14).

"For it pleased the Father that in Him
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made peace through the blood of His

proved beyond any shadow of doubt that
He was the Son of the Living God

cross, by Him to reconcile all things

(Romans 1:4). One writer has com

should all fullness dwell; and, having

unto Himself..(Colossians 1:19-20).

mented: "Without His Resurrection the

"And you, being dead in your sins and
the uncircumcision of your flesh, has
He quickened together with Him,
having forgiven you all trespasses:
blotting out the handwriting of
ordinances that was against us, which
was contrary to us, and took it out of
the way, nailing it to His cross . .

death of Christ would be of no avail and

(Colossians 2:13-14).
The ignominy of it all! Jesus was

brethren that, among others, the resurrected Jesus was seen by *Teter, then of

His grave would be the grave of all our
hopes (1 Corinthians 15:17). A gospel of
a dead Saviour would be a miserable
failure and delusion. The Resurrection is

the victory of righteousness and life over
sin and death".

Paul later informed the Corinthian

placed between two malefactors, as if

the twelve: after that He was seen of

He were a common criminal. I like the

above five hundred brethren at once;
of whom the greater part remain unto
this present, but some are fallen

fact that Satan lost one of these men to

the Lord (Luke 23:39-43). We read here

also of the "vinegar...nimgled with gall",
which Jesus "would not drink" (34); the
parting of His garments, which was the

fulfilment of a prophecy found in Psalm
22:18 (35); the accusation placed by
Pilate on the cross (37); the mocking of
the spectators and the two malefactors
crucified with Him (39-44); the darkness
over the all the land from noon to 3 p.m.
(45); the cries of Jesus (46, 50); His
death (50); the rending of the veil in the
temple (51); die earthquake (51); the
resurrection of the bodies of the saints

(52-53); and the confession of the cen
turion (54).
JESUS' RESURRECTION
The Lord's enemies knew of the

asleep. After that, He was seen of
James; then all the apostles. And last
of all He was seen of me also, as of one
bom out of due time" (1 Corinthians
15:5-8).

These are facts and I accept them all.
Why should I doubt them? What did His
disciples have to gain in lying about
their Master's Resurrection? Many went
on to suffer persecution and martyrdom
for the cause of Christ. Who in their

right senses would suffer and die for a
cause they believed to be false?
A spurious report went out to the
effect tfiat the followers of Jesus had

stolen away the body (28:11-15). Bribery and corruption were afoot. It had

statement that He would rise again three
days and three nights after His burial.
*Vut he answered and said unto them.
An evil and adulterous generation
seeks after a sign; and there shall no
sign be given to it, but the sign of the
prophet Jonah: for as Jonah was three
days and three nights in the great
fish's belly; so shall the Son of man be
three days and three nights in the
heart of the earth" (Matthew 12:3940). They therefore placed a guard on
His tomb. But they could not prevent the

some impact, especially among the Jews
(15). Very often, people believe what
they want to believe, despite the evi
dence to the contrary. I see the work of

greatest fact in history - the resurrection

and volatile

of Jesus of Nazareth from the dead. This

country took its name. The purpose of

Satan here.

PAUL'S LETTER TO THE
GALATIANS
There is no clear indication in Acts
as to when Paul established the churches
in Galatia. The letter which he subse

quently addressed to them in c.53 A.D.
deals with an impulsive and impetuous
people, descendants of the headstrong
Gauls

firom

whom

the
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Paul's letter was to assert his apostolic
character and authority and oppose
Judaistic teaching. The key words are:
grace, faith, liberty and cross. The key
text is chapter 5:1: "Stand fast there
fore in the liberty wherewith Christ
has made us free and be not entangled
again with the yoke of bondage".
CHAPTER ONE

In the first chapter, Paul is disturbed
by the fact that some had troubled them

with another gospel - a perverted gospel.
He informs them that the gospel he
preached to them was received as a
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6. For how many years did Zedekiah
reign in Jerusalem?

7. According to the book of Revelation,

how many trumpets of judgement
sounded?

8.

Where was Paul when he wrote the

second letter to Timothy?

9. In which of Paul's epistles do we
read of "the man of sin"?

10. In which of Paul's epistles do we
find the name "Carpus"?

Divine revelation and that he was a true

EVANGELIST WANTED

apostle of God. Some events of his for
mer life and of his early Christian life
are detailed in die early verses of his
epistle. They make fascinating reading.
The gospel I preach today must be
the same gospel that Paul preached. To
preach anything else is to preach a per
version of the gospel. Perversion can

require an evangelist and all interested
brethren should apply in writing to the
District Secretary:Harry McGinn,
6 Westpark Drive,
New Cumnock, Strathclyde

The Slamaiman District of Churches

KA18 4U.

never lead to true conversion. Let us

remember that there is only one gospel
of Christ and "it is the power of God
unto salvation to every one who

COMING EVENTS
PETERHEAD:

believes; to the Jew first and also to
the Greek (Gentile)" (Romans 1:16).

"SING ALONG"

Saturday 3rd Nov. - 3pm

This is die gospel tiiat once toppled the
corrupt Caesars from their thrones and
swept across the ancient pagan world
like a prairie fire. Surely it can have a
similar impact in the world today!

Conducted by Kenneth Nisbet
Tea & Evening Session 7pm
AU welcome.

Special Saturday Night Meeting

IAN S. DAVIDSON,

At KIRKBY IN ASHFIELD
With Bro. Ernest Makin

Motherwell.

16th March, 2002

at 7.00pm

TEST YOUR BIBLICAL
KNOWLEDGE
1. In which country did Abraham

KIRKCALDY LADIES DAY

18th May, 2002
(Details later).

obtain much of his wealth?

2.

What meal were the Israelites told to
eat in haste?

3. What happened to Achan and his
family after they were stoned?
4. Who was Isaac's stepmother?
5. In which country did Esau's
descendants live?

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Robert and Fay Hughes now reside
at:-

24 Craigievar Gardens,
Kirkcaldy, Fife,
KY2 5SD.
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GHANAAPPEAL
We thank our brethren who have

been so helpful, not only in extending
the Lord's Church in Ghana, but also in

alleviating sickness and hardship there.
Without your help our Ghanaian breth
ren would still serve the Lord with the

such brethren in their distress?

Those wishing to help please make
cheques payable to Dennyloanhead
Church of Christ Ghana Fund and send

to the treasurer Mrs. Janet Macdonald,
12 Charles Drive, Larbert, Falkirk, Stirl

ingshire, FK5 3HB. Tel: 01324 562480.

same devotion, but with it the results are

much greater and we extend our appre
ciation to them as well. Together much
has been achieved. There are different

languages spoken in various parts of

BREVITIES
RECIPE for a better tomorrow: Give

the best you have today.

Faith sees the invisible, believes the ^0^

Ghana and we have received a number

incredible, and achieves the impossible.

of requests for Bibles in some of these.
A leading brother in one congrega
tion has made a plea for medical

our own eye if our hands are full of

treatment for his mother who is ill and,
at the same time asked for assistance for

destimte widows. The congregation has
been doing its best to help these sisters
in their need but more is required. Can
we help to relieve such hardship, par
ticularly for widows with children?
Among the medical cases we have a
sister in Christ who has such pain in her
throat that she is now unable to eat. She
has attended an Ear Nose and Throat

hospital and has been told that an
implant is necessary. This is obviously
extremely urgent to avoid a slow painful
death for this sister.
It is hard to watch a loved one suffer.

Can we do what is necessary to help

It's hard to remove the beam from
stones.

We defend our fnends in the same

proportion that we love them.
Dishonesty is a forsaking of perma
nent for temporary advantages.
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Pleadingfor a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning
DECEMBER, 2001

Vol. 68 No. 12

FOR OUR ADMONITION
A few mornings ago, local people woke up to find that a huge well-known
commercial building had dis^jpeared during the night, and all that was left were some
smoking embers and a few twisted girders. In a few hours a lifetime's business
endeavour had been reduced to cinders. (And, of course, on a very much larger scale,
the massive "Twin Towers" in New York, recently disappeared in a few hours). Such
events highlight life's uncertainty, and convince us that we can never take anything for
granted. Business empires, built up steadily over many generations, can very often

disappear overnight l^ause of fire, fraud, movements on the Stock Exchange, or
political upheavd. Likewise a man can spend a lifetime in building up a good
reputation (for personal integrity) and lose it in a moment because of some temporary
lapse, or sudden indiscretion. Think of the number of respected schoolmasters who
have had to move to another part of the country once they became Scoutmasters, or the
number of vicars who have absconded with young Choirmistresses. There is, of course,
a difference between reputation and character. It has been said that the nice, polished
apples at the top of the barrel reflect the greengrocer's reputation, whereas the small
damaged apples hidden underneath reflect his true character. Solomon said that "A
good name is rather to be chosen than great riches," but many have preferred the
latter and in doing so have besmirched the former. "How are the mighty fallen," was
David's lament at the fall of Saul and Jonathan, but many thousands of the much less
illustrious have fallen since, and are yet to fall. 'Tride goes before a fail" we read in
Proverbs, and none of us can afford to be complacent, or too confident Let him that
thinketh he standeth beware, lest he fall. Changes can happen overnight - a lifetime's
endeavour can perish in a few hours. Who knows what a day can bring?
WRITTEN FOR OUR ADMONITION. (1 Cor. 10)
When Paul exhorted the Christians at Corinth against the dangers of falling away

from the Church, how did he go about the task? How did he accomplish his purpose?
He cites to them a portion of Jewish history. In the previous chapter Paul urged the
Corinthian Christians to avoid all that might cause weaker brethren to fall, and referred
to the efforts that he, himself, made to avoid being 'a castaway'. Paul, after all, went to

great lengths, and worked with his own hands, that he might not be a burden on any
church, and that he might always show an example worthy of copy. Paul admits the
truth of Moses' words, '^hou shalt not muzzle the ox" as having reference to

preachers (more than to oxen) but notwithstanding this he preached at his own expense.
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and suffered all privations, lest he should hinder the gospel. Paul 'bent over backwards'

in every situation that he might not offend a brother or cause a weaker brother to fall.
(1) The Analogy. In this chapter (10) Paul includes everybody - not just 'the
weaker brethren'. The portion of Jewish history he cites begins with the Jewish exodus
from Egypt to Canaan, acting, as it does, as a type of the Christian's joumey from here
to heaven, from sin to salvation. The flight from Egypt by the Jews began with their
'baptism' in the cloud and in the Sea (The Red Sea). The sojoum of the Christian
likewise begins with emergence from the watery grave of baptism. The Israelites
having thus fled from Egypt, escaped from Pharaoh, and entered upon their march, with
Moses as their leader, even as Christians leave the Egypt of sin behind, and start upon a
new Ufe, with Christ at their head. Theodoret, one of the Church 'Fathers', endorses

such an analogy and says, "The sea of transition (The Red Sea) represents the laver of
regeneration, Moses foreshadows Christ, Israel the baptised disciples, the pursuing
Egyptians are the sins left behind, and Pharaoh is a type of the devil." Having prefaced
his remarks with the introduction of this general scenario, Paul proceeds to pursue his
purpose and extract the lessons.

(2) The Similarity. Paul stresses that all the Israelites passed through the sea, and
under the cloud, and
all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea". No
preferential treatment was given - all entered the joumey in the same way and on
identical terms. So is it with the disciples of Christ in their baptism - all must pass
through die bath of regeneration and all begin on the same footing and firom the same
starting point. There are no special dispensations for the favoured few. Similarly, says
Paul, the Israelites did all eat the same spiritual meat (the manna) and drink the same

spiritual drink (the spiritual rock which followed them, and that was Christ). Faced with
these facts; that no preferential treatment was recognised amongst literal Israel, and that
the analogy between the sojoum of the Israelites and the Christian life was a valid one,
the Corinthians could hardly object to Paul's comparisons. All the Corinthians had been
baptised and all were eating the same spiritual meat and drinking the same spiritual
drink.

(3) The Sins and consequences. Notwithstanding all that God had accomplished
on behalf of literal Israel, "God was not well pleased" with many of them, says Paul,

and overthrew many thousands ofthem in the i^demess. ^'Now these things were our
examples," continues Paul, "to the intent that we should not lust after evil things, as
they also lusted." Many of the Israelites yeamed to retum to the 'fleshpots of Egypt',
of course, just as there may be some in the Church who might occasionally cast a
longing glance back at the practices of sin. "Neither be ye idolaters", says Paul, "as
were some of them." To be guilty of idolatry does not necessitate the setting up of an
icon or totem-pole and our bowing down to it, but such a sin can consist of virtually
anything we allow to come between us and our Saviour. Paul then refers to the sin of
fornication (which was one of the besetting sins of the Corinthians) and says that
because of this sin 23,000 Israelites died in only one day (Num.24:9). "Neither let us
tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents."
Numbers 21 describes how the children of Israel *Svere much discouraged because of
the way" and spake against Moses and against God, saying 'therefore hast thou
brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness?" The frery serpents bit many
and '^uch people of Israel died". Paul in recounting the tragedy adds, '^either
murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the
destroyer".
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(4) The Lesson. The Corinthians are thus invited to reflect upon what befell the
children of Israel in their wanderings subsequent to their escape from bondage. Many
Jews failed to see the land of glory because of the sins just described by Paul - (1) a
desire for evil things: (2) Idolatry: (3) fornication: (4) Discontent in times of hardship:
(5) a desire to return to old ways, and back into sin, '*Now all these things" concludes
Paul, 'happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our
admonition^ upon whom the ends of the world are come. Wherefore^ let him that
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall." God, apparently, still deals with sin in
this final dispensation (in which we live) as He did with Israel of old, and so we should
profit by a consideration of these historical facts. Presumption is the greatest of all
dangers, and we are less likely to fall if we are conscious of the possibility. He who
realises the danger will be on Ms guard. No-one is too strong to fall - none is immune.
IT CAN'T HAPPEN TO ME

Qearly Paul had never heard of the 'Once saved - always saved* doctrine which
still seems to float about in the world. His admonition to the Corinthians to 'take heed

lest they fail' was surely extremely foolish if they could not possibly fall. I suggest that
the doctrine (Once saved - always saved) began in the Garden of Eden, and originated
with the devil. God said to Adam and Eve 'Thou shaft surely die" if you disobey - in
contradiction the devil said, 'Thou shalt not surely die". The aposde Paul says that
Christians can readily fall - the devil says that Christians cannot fall. Paul was not alone
in his many exhortations to steadfasmess. The aposde Peter also urged his brethren "...
to give diligence to make your calling and election sure; for if ye do these things, ye
shall never fall." Making our calling sure depends, it seems, upon us being diligent. If
we do these things, says Peter, we shall never fall. What things? - adding to our faith
virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to knowledge temperance; and to temperance
patience; and to patience Godliness; and to Godliness brotherly kindness; and to
brotherly kindness charity Gove). If we do these things, says Peter, we shall never fall.
The New Testament teems with warnings, admonitions, exhortations, urgings and

beseechings by Christ's apostles that we should "remain steadfast in the faith." The
writer to the Hebrews laments the waywardness of the children of Israel and refers to
God's disgust of them during their 40 years in the wilderness. He adds that Christians

too could fall for the same reason - "T^e heed brethren, lest haply there should be
in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in falling away from the living God" Heb.
3:12. "Let us therefore fear" he says, "lest a promise being left us of entering into
His rest any of you should seem to come short of it" (Heb. 4:1).
WHAT CAN SEPARATE US

Let us not be influenced by the 'Once saved - always saved' syndrome, even
although it may come to us from fervent evangelical people. It is difficult to believe
that Ananias and Sapphira, or Demas, died in a 'saved' condition. Neither let us place
any confidence in man, whose breath is in his nostrils, for we see, even from our own
short history as churches of Christ that men (and congregations) are liable to slide into
denominationalism, and that each hundred years we need a fresh 'Restoration
Movement". A fire dining the night can destroy a vast building - one generation of
careless Christians can lead the Church into sinful (albeit popular) digression. It is easy
to be swayed by the crowd and look for 'safety' in numbers. Human reasoning declared
the 'Titanic' unsinkable. "How are the mighty fallen" wailed David in stunned
disbelief. "Who shall separate us fh)m the love of God?" asks Paul, "Shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
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sword?" No, none of these things, ^^either death, nor life, nor angels, nor

principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor
depth, nor any other creature shall be able to separate us from the love of God."
(Rom. 8:35). What then, indeed, can separate us from the love of Christ? Only we,
ourselvesf can, External forces cannot separate us from God's love, but our own
indifference can. Like the Laodiceans, if we become lukewarm, Jesus will spew us out

ofiUs mouth. It isplain that we can separate ourselves from God's love because Jude
exhorts us (21) to **Keep yourselves in the love of God". Jesus, Himself, said 'If ye
keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept My
Father's commandments, and abide in His love".
Who can tell what will be tomorrow? (Who could possibly have imagined the
destmction of the Twin Towers)? We can never take things for granted in this world

and, as Paul says, must be diligent and watchful. God has considered it necessary to
remind spiritual Israel what befell physical Israel, and invites us to profit from the
comparison. Presumption, or over-confidence, seems to be the real danger, and the
feeling that it could never happen to us (to others, yes, but not to us). This doubtless
prompted these words from Paul (v.12); 'therefore, let him that thinketh he
standeth take heed, lest he fall". Falling, is, it seems, always a possibility.
EDITOR.

DEEP WATER
In Luke 5:1-11 we read of events as Jesus is just commencing His teaching

ministry. On this particular day as He taught the Word of God, the crowds were
pressing so close, that He could not adequately teach them. Seeing two fishing boats
hauled up on the shore he asks SimonPeter (not yet a disciple) to take him out a short
distance from the shore so that He might be better heard by the crowd from his floating

pulpit To our modemminds this would be a quaint scenewiththe shore linedwiththe
Jews in their colourful robes and Jesus sitting in the boat teaching them.

Peter must have felt quite honouredand importantas he took this new prophetout
in his boat and listened to Jesus and watched the crowd. Peter would also feel the

natural authority of Jesus that had drawn the crowd to follow Him. As a devout Jew,
Peter would respect every Prophet of God even though he possibly knew Jesus was
only a carpenter from Nazareth. Perhaps Peter would remember what Amos the O.T
prophethad said abouthis own background and calling. *Iwasno prophet, neither was
/ a prophet*s son; but I was an herdsman,and a gatherer ofsycamorefruit: and the
LORD took me as I followed the flock, and the LORD stdd unto me. Go, prophesy
unto my people Israel* Amos 7:14-15.
When He has finished teaching Jesus instructs Peter vv4-5 to "Launch out into the

deepand let down your netsfor a catch." Theyhad fished all-night andcaught nothing.
They must have been weary and ready for bed. I wonder if Peter felt like saying to
Jesus 'You stick to joinery and preaching but leave the fishing to me!' But Peter
answered "...nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net.** He was certainly veiy

penitent when he saw the size of the catch, indeed he needed John and James to help
land it When Simon Peter saw it he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Departfrom

me,for I am a sinful man, O Lord!** He knew that this was not just a good-luck catch
and immediately recognised the authority and powers of Jesus. He was well rewarded
that day for the use of his boat and for "Launching out into the deep**
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We all like to live in the shallow and easy waters of life. We don't want to get out of
our depth. We like to see where we are going so we paddle and don't venture into
unknown or deep waters. Christianity is the great adventure of life where we are
required to venture out by faith into dMpra* water. As Paul told the Corinthians *Por we
walk byfaith, not by sight.* Paul had followed where the Gospel led. His own minisdy
was one non-stop experience. Quite literally he had gone in at the deep end for when
shipwrecked he had spent a 'day and a nig^t in the Deep.' 2 Cor 11:25. The apostles
quite literally took their lives in their hands when they stood for Christ Jesus. They had
learned from their time with Jesus, that, launching out into the deep was the norm for
those who followed Jesus.

SOME EXAMPLES

Launching into the deep has always been a part of die call of God. Just consider the
following brief examples.
ABRAHAM launched into the deep when he followed the call of God as Heb 11:8-

10 tells us. **By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place
which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he
was going.*' That journey through Egypt was not uneventful. Abraham feared for his
life on a number of occasions yet he trusted in the promise that God had made to him in
Gen. 15:1 'T>o not be afraid, Abraham. I am your shield, your exceedingly great
reward.** Abraham lived in the Promised Land in his tent with Isaac and Jacob but it

would be 430 years before the Jews finally inherited the Promised Land and setded
there!

He faced a very uncertain future because his faith was placed firmly in God and so
can we.

DANIEL was a godly young man of wisdom and courage but he was a prisoner-ofwar in Babylon. Our advice might have been to "Keep your head down Daniel, don't
cause any trouble." Self-preservation would have been an understandable attitude in the
circumstances. He was an able and principled man as Dan 1:4 tells us, "gifted in all
wisdom,possessing knowledge and quick to understand, who had ability to serve in
the king's palace. V8. But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile
himself* Living by his principles, he went to the top and did serve before the king. Dan
1:21.

When jealousy reared its ugly head and his worship of God challenged, his faith
stood firm. His courage was tested in the Den of Lions. He continued to live by faith
and God blessed him so that he prospered even in a foreign land. Even when life had
been hard and was getting harder Daniel could still launch out into the deep for God.
Can we?

DAVID was the one who came from Shepherdboy to be King of Israel. The turning
point of his life is generally perceived to be his challenge to fight Goliath, a giant of a
man. Probably it occurred earlier when he defended the flock against a lion and then a
bear and realised then that God was with him.

Goliath was a mountain of a problem for the Jews. King Saul was scared and he
was probably the biggest and strongest of them all. They thought simply as soldiers
faced with an insuperable problem. An enemy too big to be defeated by tiiem! David,
however, looked at it from God's side. Then David (1 Sam 17) said to Saul, **Let no
man's heartfail because ofhim; your servant wUlgo andf^ht with this Philistine."
'*Your servant has killed both lion and bear; and this uncircumcised Philistine witt be

like one of them, seeing he has defied the armies of the living God." David's faidi
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was very direct An uncircumcised man could not in his view resist the Living God!
David was Saul's last desperate hope so he allowed David to go out as their national
champion.The problem of Goliath was removed.
There was a natural progression to the faith of David from defending she^ to
defending the faith. Both required solid faith and trust in God. David a good shepherd
wrote Psahn 23:1-2. *The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want He makes me to
lie down in green pastures; he leads me besidethe sMl waters.** Still watersare often
deep waters. Deep in blessing as well as in testing.
There should be a natural progression and development to OUR faith. We should be
testing and proving the Lord in our lives by launchingout into deeper waters.
Malachi 3:10 "Prove me now herewith, saith the LORD ofhosts, ifI will not open
you the windows ofheaven, and pouryou out a blessing,that there shall not be room
enough to receive it.**
LAUNCHING OUT

As we launch out into the deep watersof life it is important to remember that Jesus
was with diem in the boat when they launched out into the deep. They were not alone.
He was in control of the situation. As we launch out in faith we must have Jesus with

us. Even though the waters look deep and dangerous, if Jesus is with us we will
succeed.

If Peter the fisherman did question in his mind whetherJesus really understood the
techniques of fishing then he is different to our modem doubting minds. Very oftenwe
feel our problems are so different that we question whether the biblical solution is
adequate. Perhaps we would share in Peter's successful experience if we would laimch
out and stretch our faithproving to ourselves that the Lord's ways really work. Surely
if Jesus is in the boat of our life we will achieve the objectives He sets before us. We

will overcome the opposition and we will remove the obstacles and reach our
destination.

It is worth noting that Simon Peter needed his partners to assist him with the

huge catch of fish. We too, need one another to succ^ in the Lord's work. We will

acMeve more in one another's company and partnership than we can alone. The
fellowship of the saintsis tiiereto strengthen our faithand help us overcome.
We MUST laimch out into the deep if we are to succeed for Jesus. We will not
make good fishermen standing on the shore waiting. Peter had a very generous reward
from Jesus, the catch of a lifetime, for fishing in deep waters. He also received a new
mission and purpose in life, to be a fish^ of men.
He still rewards those who launch out into the deep with him. Paul urged the

Philippians to "stretchingforward... to press on towardthe goal unto the prize of the
high cattingof Godin ChristJesus.** Wecan onlyfully enjoy the blessings of faith by
stretching forward andtesting the deeper waters withJesus, llie challenge of fai&is to
go out a littlefarther eachday so that we can finally receive theblessing of God.
JOHNKNELLER.

HOW WILLING AM I?
What is your "turn-back threshold," your "give-up threshold," your "give-in
threshold?"What does it take to make you give up or back up or shut up? How big or
how small are the obstacles of the fears that keep you from being what you really want
to be as a Christian? Here is hoping that you and the rest of us can be challenged to
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cross some of our barriers that have grown up around us during past years - perhaps
even some of those "insurmountable" barriers. Let us openly and honestly examine
ourselves in order to see what it takes to change our "I can't. Lord" into "I am ready,
Lord."

WILLING TO DO

"What good things shall I do?" That question of the rich young ruler (Matt 19:16)
has us looking at a person who thought that he really wanted to do God's will. Upon
surveying his relationship to the Law he could say, "AU things have I observed," His
question,**What lack I yet?" indicates a willing heart. How sure he wanted to be that
he hadn't unintentionally missed somediing that he needed to be doing. And his
disposition must have been 'I'll do whatever is required!"
Then came the shocker: 'If thou wouldest be perfect, go, sell that which thou

hast, and give to the poor, and thou shall have treasure in heaven: and come,
follow Me" (Matt 19:21). That's a blow to the solar plexus! This "willing" young man
is now forced to look at himself, at his past and future. He had thought he would do

anything to please his Lord - but now ... '%e went away sorrowful: for he was one
that had great possessions" (Matt. 19:21). He, at this time, could not bring himself to
cross that threshold. That was his price.
How willing? Great possessions were his barrier. Surely through his brief mature
life he had done many things and given many gifts. But this was a cardinal decision.
Had he been less successful and prosperous, had he not been faced with the
requirement of giving up so much, he might just have sold out, given the proceeds to
the poor, and followed Jesus. Now he learns something about himself that he hadn't
known - he was not really willing to go all the way in order to have eternal life. So, he
sold out on his "willing to do" - going back to his life of splendour, with a sorrowing
heart Rejection! Dejection!
The rich young ruler isn't the only one who ever made such a wrong choice. Look
at Demas. Of him the apostle Paul wrote, ''Demas forsook me, having loved the
present world, and went to Thessalonica" (2 Tim. 4:10). "Having loved this present
world" - does that imply that he persevered until things became too threatening in
Rome? Does it mean &at he had served Paul until it appeared that he might himself
become involved in some related consequences of Paul's conviction? Perhaps he had
served valiantly and cheerfully. He loved the Lord, he loved His Master's cause, he
loved Paul - but his service stopped at a given point Loving the world was his
downfall. This does not suggest he was grossly worldly, but it reveals his service to his
Lord was not from an "all the way" heart. Paul's was a "come what may" faith and
dedication; Demas was an "up to a point" faith.
WHAT IS MY PRICE?

Crossing the norm-line. Let me prayerfully and purposefully resolve to step across
that line which is the comfortable norm of my performance in any given area of

service. Mil you make the same decision? Coming to the point where we normally
stop, where experience has established a "no further" barrier, let's move across! Let's
for this once shove aside that "Wait," that "not today," that "Some other time" - and
dare to do! This is the only way we can grow.
Does this mean that we will at times be inconvenienced? Indeed so. Does it mean

that we try that which we have previously avoided because we were afraid? Certainly.
Will the comfortable norms of expenditure (time, energy, money) be raised? They must
be.
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"IJust Can't Believe It." Oh, how the Lord blesses and uses those who are willing

to be used to His glory! This is no "use me at my convenience" willingness, nor is it a
"use me where I want to be used" volunteering. Rather it is a "Lord, use me where you
know that I can best be used, doing what will be most valuable to the advancement of
your cause" surrender to His leadership. Now what a surge of vigour and power is
realised in life! So real is this, so rewarding, that the servant is heard to say, "I just can't
believe it!" That's one of those expressions of gratitude and joy which might just as
easily be said in the word "Hallelujah!" Wonderful! Praise the Lord!
**Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask

or think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto him be the glory in the
Church and in Jesus Christ unto all generations for ever and ever. Amen." (Eph.
3:20,21)
C. ROGERS.

Conducted by
Frank Worgan

**What is meant by ^Harmageddon', in Rev. 16:16?"
There is no doubt that the world has in recent weeks experienced alarming, and

even terrifying, events which have caused many to wonder just where mankind is
heading.

Man's potential for self-destructionhas never been more evident that it is today,and
the half-veiled threat of the use of nuclear weapons that was recently made by Osama
bin Laden, has fuelled people's anxiety.Are we heading for the end of the world?
Is 'Armageddon' just around the comer?
Well, in any time of intemational unrest, uncertainty or conflict, there have been
those who have raised the age-old spectre of 'Armageddon'. Years ago the word

frequently appeared in the "Watchtower" publications of the self-styled 'Jehovah's
Witnesses', as they attempted to arrest people's attention.
Furthermore, the word has become something of a by-word; a synonym used to
described any cataclysmic event, whether real or imaginary.
What do the scriptures really tell us about *Armageddon*?
Does the word, indeed, carry a warning concerning a mighty battle? And does it
relate to a literal or to a figurative conflict in the 16th chapter of the Revelation where
the word occurs? The explanations and theories which have been advanced as attempts
have been made to explain 'Armageddon' are rather like the demons in the demoniac of
Gadara; their name is 'Legion'.

Some expositors have claimed that 'Armageddon' represents 'the last great conflict
between East and West'.

Others explain it as 'the great universal conflict before the return ofChrist'.
And others, again, describe it as 'all the nations against the Church'.
Not surprisingly, in the light of the present international situation some have seen it
as a conflict between Christianity and the faith of Mohammed.
But, do the scriptures, in fact, warn us of a literal battle, with armies taking to the
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field and employingall the weaponsof modem warfare?

The Revele^n; The Most F^uradve Book in the Bible,
I think we should bear in mind, whenever we read the 'Revelation', that this

'conflict' is described in the most figurative and symbolic book in the scriptures, and
remember, also, that every single figure, symbol or illustration that we find &ere,

comes from elsewhere in the scriptures. In o^er words, not one symbol, orillustration,
used in the 'Revelation' comesfrom outside of the scriptures themselves.
This means Aat to understand the term 'Armageddon' it is essential to go back to
the Old Testament scriptures for guidance.
A IMtle History.

Before we do tiiis, let us notice that the one and only reference to 'Armageddon* is

found in fliechapteralready referred to. Rev. 16:16, where, in v.14it is described as 'the
war of the great day of God, theAlmighty'. Armageddon is God's Day! And it is hinted
at again in ch. 19:19-21, where it is described in terms which remindus of Ezek. 39:19.
"AR* or *HAR*mageddon?

The word 'Ar' means 'city', so that 'Armageddon' indicates the 'City' of Megiddo.
'Har' means 'hill', and, 'Harmageddon' describes the 'Hill' of Megiddo.

Just as ^ere are in history, names of physical locations that tell familiar stories such as 'Masada', 'The Alamo' and 'Waterloo'; names which remind us of great or

special events, so, about 60 miles north of Jerusalem, there is a valley about 10 miles
long stretching from the River Jordan to the Coast and enclosed by mountains at one
end, which is called the 'Plain of JezreeV. Bible maps will also use the name 'The
Valley of Megiddo', the valley which is famous in the O.T. as the site of some of the

bloo^est battles inIsrael's history.
'Harmageddon' - the Hill of Megiddo - is still there. It is the hill upon which
remain the ruins of 'Armageddon', the City of Megiddo, which is the ancient city that
was formerly a Canaanite stronghold.

(I might add that I have personally seen the ancient Canaanite altar, which still
exists at Megiddo).

The Significance of *Armageddon* area.
A brief examination of the Old Testament will reveal how significant this place was
in those days.

Judges 5:19 tells us that it was here that Barak defeated the Canaanites.
Jud. 7:33 records that Gideon fought against the Midianites here.
2nd Sam. ch.l, tells of the deatiis of Saul and Jonathan in that area.

2nd Kings 23:29, reports that the good King Josiah also died here, whrai he
intervened in a battle with which he really should not have become involved.
Here, too. King Ahaziah was killed by Jehu.

In a word, the Valley of Megiddo was renowned in Old Testament history as flie
location of greatbattlesand terribleevents, so that it cameto symbolise conflict.
First mentioned in Judges ch.4.

Jabin,king of the Canaanites, had oppressed Israel for 20 years, and the reason for
his apparent superiority and invincibility was&e fact that his army commander, Sisera,
had at his disposal 900 war-chariots which supportedhis army.

And whatweapons had the Israelites? None! Not a sword, shield or spear! (Judges
5:8).

This is because the Canaanites had followed the example of the Moabites before

them, who, having conquered the Israelites, had disarmed tiiem. They had striiq>ed
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them of their weapons. This was the usual policy in those days, designed to make
rebellion impossible.
In 1st Sam. 13:19 we are told that there was 'no smith in Israel'. At that particular
time, die Philistines, who were oppressing the Israelites, did not allow them to work in
metal because they did not want them to be able to make weapons for themselves.
Indeed, there was even a time when Israel's farmers had to go to the Philistines, and
pay to have their tools sharpened, because the Philistines had obtained the secret of iron
smelting.
This explains why Jud. 3:16 records that Ehud 'made himself a sword' - an action
which, under normal circumstances, would hardly have been regarded as a startling
event, whilst cIl3:31, tells us that Shamgar fought the Philistines armed only with 'an
ox-goad' - a stick witii a point on the end!
It is, therefore, not surprising that, when Sisera's army attacked the Israelites, they
turned and fled.

So, what followed? Read Jud. ch.4.

Li the mountains there lived a woman named Deborah, a prophetess, to whom the
Israelites turned for advice. She stated plainly, "You are not able to deal with this
enemy. But God is!" Then, at the right moment, she told Barak, "Up! For this is the

day when YAHVEH will deliver Sisera into your hands. Is not YAHVEH gone up before
you?"
The two armies faced each other. On one side there was the mighty army of the

Canaanites, and on the other, the unarmed men of Israel. They met in the Valley of
Megiddo and the seemingly impossible happened! the Canaanites were defeated.

But not byIsrael, but byG(^.
In Jud. S we read Deborah's song of victory in which she makes it very clear that
God Himself fought for His people. Notice v.20.
The Day and the Victory is God's

Now, this is the first Bible reference to 'Megiddo' and it is a story which reveals
that when the need of His people was greatest, and His time was right, God Himself
defeated their enemy for them, without His people lifting a finger to defend themselves.
Consequently, whenever the ancient Israelites, and the Jews in later years, heard the
word 'Armageddon', far from striking fear into their hearts, it was a word of comfort
and encouragement, just as in N.T. times, the word 'Maranatha' became a word of
comfort for Christians.

Therefore, when, in Rev. 16:18, where 'Harmageddon' appears again, God is
telling the Christians that opposition raised against His people and His cause will meet
with the same overwhelming defeat that was inflicted on Sisera. It will be God's Day
and His conflict once again! He will inflict the final defeat of evil!"
This means that diere is no literal, physical conflict predicted in the 16th chapter of
the Revelation. The reference to Armageddon can only be properly understood if we
recognize that it is God's assurance that the spiritual victory lies with His cause and His
people, because His purpose must be accomplished.
God and Magog?
But someone asks, "Is there not something about Gog and Magog" ?

Indeed there is; in Rev. 20:8. Here, again, we are carried back to the Old Testament,
where the reference to these two names is found in Ezekiel 38.

'Gog' is said to be the ruler, and 'Magog' his kingdom; and, as we might expect,
there has been a great deal of speculation as to the meaning of these two names, as
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peoplehaveattempted to identifya particular individual and a particular nation.
They are not identified for us by Ezekielhimself. He merelypredictedthat a nation
would come 'from afar' to fight against Israel. But, the prophet also said, that God
would destroy this enemy without fighting on Israel's part, and the outcome would be
that the Nations would see His glory.

I think it will help us to understand this passageif we know that the word 'Gog' is
the ancient Simierian word 'Gug', which means 'darkness'. Therefore, 'Gog' is the
Prince of Darkness,and 'Magog' his kingdom, the Kingdom of Daricness.
Is further identification really necessary?
Here, then, in Rev. 20, we see that once again a piece of Old Testament history

involving God's ancient people is used to bring comfort to the Church of the New
Testament

The important - and significant - fact which should always be remembered, is that
this persecution by 'Gog and Magog' predicted in the prophecy of Ezekiel, represents
thelastpersecution of God's ancient people in OldTestament times.
Whenthe namesre-appear in the New Testament, in the 'Book of the Revelation',
they are used to predict the end of the persecution of the Church, and the defeat of
Satan,the princeof darkness and thosewho servehim.
A Final Question

How can these references to Armageddon possibly relate to a literal, great, worldconflict?

Remember that the Valley of Megiddo is a very smallvalley in a very smallcountry.
I suggest, therefore, that common-sense should tell us that the ideal of a literal
battle, involving modem armies with modem weapons, in a real geographical location
suchas the Valley of Megiddo, is nothing shortof ridiculous.
The scene is symbolic. It declares that, although the Church experiences difficult
times as she faces persecution and false doctrine in her spiritual conflict, her final
victory is guaranteed. Notbecause shebecomes numerically or politically or financially
strong, or strong in anyother conceivable way, but because fliis is God's War and His
\^ctory.

If youknow this, you will realize that there is nothing to fear. Whatever the fiiture
holds in store for the World, The Church's future is secure, because the War is God's
war and the Day is His day.
(Questions to: Frank Worgan, 5 Gryfebank Way,
Houston, Renftewshire, Scotland. PA6 7NZ)

NEITHER HOT NOR COLD
(Rev. 3:14-22)

In the text, brethren, we find Christ Jesus speaking to the church at Laodicea. the

wordswere aptly spokenbecause in reality, the churchhad missed&e mark! Words of
great importance and just as relevanttoday. The churchthen, in the real sense, wasn't
alive. We need to heed these words. We should never make the mistake of thinking they

apply only to others, and non-believers: as some do. The words were spoken to a
believing church who in reality had slipped into thinking of themselves as spiritually
elite. It is here we might take time to ponderon the words of RobertBums;
"Oh to see ourselves as others see us."

Yes we need to stand back and take a new look at ourselves in praise, prayer, and
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worship. It will do us nothing but good, that's for sure.
You see, brethren, the people of the Laodicean church could not see themselves as
they really were. They failed to notice that their Lord was standing outside the
assembly, and not in the midst. They had become self-centred wrapped up in their own
little community, and could see nothing else. We, today, need to watch our for these
symptoms.

The gospel and mission was failing and lacking the necessary vigour. In other
words they had grown cold! (lukewarm) in their concern for a lost world. Does this ring
a bell perhaps? They had failed to listen in the on-going sense. Now know this beloved,
God truly speaks to those who listen. If we are not listening, or prepared to listen, we
won't hear a sound.

Oh yes, the Laodiceans were convinced that they were on the right track (as did
Paul in his early years), but note this, their self-sufficiency and spiritual arrogance, led
Christ to say they were ^^either hot nor cold", and
will spit you out of my
mouth". Now these are harsh words; strong words; that we might understand and be
concerned. We need to be committed in the true sense. Beloved never allow the

devotion of your heart to become callous. Pray that your mind will remain open and
sensitive to the Spirit of God.
The Church at large needs a revival; an awakening; a stirring up in its thinking and
working. I hope you can agree. We need to make it our goal never to lose sight of
God's pre-eminence in our lives, and church.
To be able to listen, we must need to be awake. God still speaks. Beloved are we
listening? Are we awake? Are you aware as to what is around you? If so, you have a
ready ear. SO LISTEN...
ANDREW SHARPE,
Newtongrange.

and Gentile today.
The pillars of the Church in Jer

Jan. 6

Deut. 6:16-25

Galatians2

Jan. 13

Deut. 27:14-26

Galatians 3:1-25

Jan. 20

Daniel 9:20-27

Jan.27

(Jenesis 21:9-21

Galatians 3:26 to 4:20
Galatians 4:21 to 5:6

CONFERENCE IN JERUSALEM

usalem were James (the Lord's brother),
Peter and John (9). They received Paul
and Barnabas warmly and gave them the
"right hands of fellowship" (9). There
was a purpose in this. Paul wrote that
"we should go unto the heathen and they
unto the circumcision" (9b). Circumci
sion itself was still a "hot" subject and

This was the second visit Paul paid

Paul had to contend with false brethren

to Jerusalem after his conversion. The

on this potentially divisive issue (3-5).
Circumcision meant a return to bondage
from the liberty found in Christ. I

first had been eleven years earlier (1:18).
Paul had become an apostle to the Gent
iles and, of course, he was an apostle by
Divine authority. Peter was an apostle of
the circiuncision or the Jews (2:7-8).
They had different mission fields, but

cision party in the Church today. He

the same gospel was preached to Jew

later wrote:

and Gentile (Romans 1:16). This is the
same gospel we have to preach to Jew

neither circumcision nor uncircumci-

believe that, if it had not been for the
apostle Paul, there might well have been
a circumcision party and a non-circum'Tor in

Christ Jesus

sion has any value. The only thing
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that counts is faith expressing itself
through love" (5:6, N.I.V.).
PAUL OPPOSES PETER

Would Paul have opposed Peter if he
had been appointed the first Pope? I
think not Peter, of course, was simply a
fellow apostle. He was a great man, but
a

man not without weaknesses.

We

recall the wise words of our late brother

Wardrop of Motherwell: 'The best of
men are men at the best"

The confrontation took place in Antioch. Why did Peter resort to separating
from the Gentile believers and not eating
with them? We should note carefully
that the problem only arose when
"certain came from James" (12a).
One variant reading, indeed, refers to
'a certain person' who 'came from

James'. The message conveyed to Peter
could have been to the effect that news
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allegiance to Jesus, which Paul saw as
an impossible compromise. To him, the
Law had been abrogated by Christ ^'For
Christ is the end of the Law for right
eousness to everyone who believes"
(Romans 10:4). In otfier words, there is
no more place for law in man's appro
ach to God. The way to the Father is
now through His Son (John 14:6).

It is impossible to be justified by
law. The problem lies not in the law
itself, but in the human being. No
human being could keep God's Law
perfectly because "all have sinned and
come short of the glory of God"
(Romans 3:23). The Law was perfect,
but human beings are not **For as
many as are of the works of the Law
are under a curse: for it is written,

Cursed is everyone that continues not
in all things which are written in the

of his free and easy intercourse with

book of the Law to do them. But that

Gentiles at Antioch had come to Jer

no man is justified by the Law in the
sight of God, it is evident: for. The just

usalem and was causing a scandal to
many good brethren there, besides ham
pering the mission in which James and
others were engaged among their Jewish
neighbours" (F.F. Bruce). So Peter was
on the homs of a dilemma and we do not

shall live by faith" (3:10-11).
Our brother Wardrop at Motherwell
often used to say: "The Law diagnosed
the disease (sin), but Jesus provides the
remedy". 'Wherefore the Law was our

know how he responded to Paul's
rebuke. Obviously, the matter was

schoolmaster (Gk. paidagogos) to
bring us unto Christ, that we might be

resolved in the end To me the incident

justified by faith" (3:24). The
paidagogos was the slave in ancient
times, who taught the young boy man

is very interesting because it reveals
disagreements between apostles. Some
times people talk of these great men as if
they were angels. They were not angels,
but fellow human beings with strong
views and convictions like everyone
else. The Holy Spirit told it as it was.
I'm glad He did.
FAITH AND THE LAW

We must always remember that the
gospel was first preached to the Jews.
Many of them found it difRcult to break
completely from the traditions of their
past life. Many also tried to keep the
Law and keep die faith at the same time.
So there was a devotion to a code and an

ners and morals and conducted him to
and from school. He himself never

entered the school. He left the boy with
the one who could teach him. "So then

the Law brings us to the door of Christ
and leaves us there" (Barclay).
Paul looked to illustrate faith in

action and he, therefore, turned to the
father of the faithful - Abraham. What a

man! He '^believed God and it was

accounted to him for righteousness"
(3:6). "He was declared to be justified
before he was circumcised and a long

time prior to the advent of the Law. And
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he provides for us a genuine definition
of the faidi which justifies. Discounting
the weakness of Us own vital powers

baptism.

and the deadness of Sarah's womb, he

two women, two sons, two covenants

'remained absolutely convinced that
God was able to implement his own
promise. This was the faith which was
coimted unto him for righteousness'
(Romans 4:21,22)" (W. Carl Ketcherside).

and two Jerusalems. The subjects of the
two covenants are distinguished by the

SONS OF GOD

This section of Scripture (3:26-4:7)
is so uplifting. The greatest family the
world has seen, is the family of God To
be sons and daughters of God through
faith in Christ Jesus is a privilege about
which we should tell the whole world.

No slave could call his master "Abba,
Father" (4:6). Paul wants to show us

here that we are genuine children and
that we can speak to the Father in a
fashion that slaves were not allowed to

use. "Abba is the word framed by the
lips of infants and betokens unreasoning
trust; father expresses an intelligent
apprehension of the relationship. The
two together express the love and intelli
gent confidence of the child" (W. E.
\rme).
We read: *Tor you are all the
children of God by faith in Christ

Jesus. For as many of you as have
been baptised into Christ have put on
Christ" (26,27). In other words, we are
clothed with Qirist In baptism, we put
Him on as a garment Why is baptism
such a stumbling-block to so many?
Paul, as an apostle, knew the importance
of b^tism from Jesus Himself. The
great commission of the Master to His
apostles was: 'Therefore go and make

disdples of all nations, baptising them
into the name of the Father and of the

Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach-

HAGAR AND SARAH

We read in this section (4:21-31) of

expressions "born after the flesh" and
*l)y promise" (23). Also one covenant
was made at literal Mount Sinai and the

second at figurative Mount Sion. To
Hagar was bom Ishmael; to Sarah was
bom Isaac. Hagar was the slave woman
and Sarah was the free woman. "So

then, brethren, we are not children of
the bond woman, but of the firee" (31).
'*Like Isaac, Christians are children of

promise, not law. Their standing with
God depends not on natural descent, but
on the covenant of grace. .. In keeping
with the action of Sarah, they are to rid
themselves decisively of any tendency
to legalism or the dominance of the
Judaizing teachers, for they have been
begotten from freedom for freedom. The
true heirs of Abraham are not those who

claim suzerainty of the law, but those
who know the freedom in Jesus Christ"

(Samuel J. Mikolaski).
True fieedom is in Christ Jesus (5:1).

Why then would any Christian want to
be burdened again by a yoke of bond
age? As there were legalists in Paul's
day so diere are legalists today. They
make mountains out of molehills. They
do not realise what really matters: "faith
that finds expression in love" (6b).
IAN S.DAVIDSON,
Motherwell.

TEST YOUR BIBLICAL
KNOWLEDGE
1. How did God escort His people out
of Egypt?

hig them to obey everything I have

2. She was a Moabitess who came to

commanded you" (Matthew 28:19,20a,
N.I.V.). Jesus' ministry began with bap
tism and ended widi His authorising

3. He was the captain of Pharaoh's

Bethlehem.

guard.
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4.

Moses said of this mountain: "The
Lord shined forth from it".

5. Elijah hid beside this brook.
6. A strong man found some of this in
the carcase of a lion.

7. Paul left this garment at Troas.
8. These two leaders of false move

ments were mentioned by Gamaliel.
9. Who kept a school in Ephesus?
10. Name the fost disciple Jesus.

COMING EVENTS
Special Saturday Night Meeting

congregation within travelling distance
of his village and now, three years later,
it has a mature membership of fif^ six.
He has now started another congregation
with a membership of eighteen. They
have built a meeting place themselves
but require help in roofuig it, as does yet
another comparatively new congrega
tion. Although traditional building
materials must be used in towns, mud

walls are permitted in villages and these,
when cement rendered, are perfectly
durable. However, roofing material has
still to be purchased.
Through your support evangelism
has been extended to more outlying

At KIRKBY IN ASHFIELD

areas. It has enabled illness to be treated

)^th Bro. Ernest Makin

and we have many brethren alive and
well today who would not otherwise

16th March, 2002

at 7.00 pm

have survived.

18th May, 2002

Those wishing to help please make
cheques payable to:
Dennyloanhead Church of Christ

(Details later).

Ghana Fund and send to the treasurer

GHANA APPEAL

Drive, Larbert, Falkirk, Stirlingshire.

KIRKCALDY LADIES DAY

Mrs.
Our Ghanaian brethren's enthusiasm

to evangelise continues and so unfor
tunately, do cases of illness. Tropical
countries are more susceptible to this
than those with more temperate cli

Janet

congregation there are five people with
chronic disease and a three-year-old girl
admitted to hospital, as well as two
widows experiencing hardship. Individ
ual brethren are keen to share their faith
with others. One brother established a

12

Charles

FK5 3HB Tel: 01324 562480

We very gratefully acknowledge the
anonymous donation of £1,000.

OBITUARY

mates. Your contributions have been

extremely helpful in both cases and we
thank donors for their continued support.
Among current examples is a sister
suffering complications after childbirth.
A sister in another congregation has
been admitted to hospital after suffering
pain for six months.
Although the roof of their meeting
place is still incomplete they have
recently had ten baptisms. In another

Macdonald,

Motherwell: The church at Motherwell

reports the death of a faithful and longserving servant of the Lord - sister
Rosina Longmuir. She died at the age of
ninety-seven in Leslie House, Merry
Street, Motherwell with her family by
her side.

She had been a Christian since she

was sixteen and her faith sustained her,

therefore, for eighty-one years. She was
one of God's great stalwarts and will be
greatly missed by all the saints at
Motherwell and by many others in the
Slamannan District Churches of Christ
She outlived her beloved and fai&ful

husband. Bob Longmuir, by twenty-six
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years. Sister Longmuir will always be
remembered for her kindness, generos
ity, hospitality and faithfukiess. She
never wavered from the narrow path and
always looked forward to being with
Jesus in her eternal home. She was a

wonderful example to all saints every
where. We extend our sympathy to her
three children - Andrew Rosina and John

- and to her five grand-children and four
great-grand-children. The funeral ser
vice was conducted by brother Ian S.
Davidson, Motherwell on "Riesday the
13tfa of November, 2001. The interment

took

place

at

Airbles

Cemetery,

Motherwell.

WILLIAM PURCELL, Secretary.

ing ways to undermine the faith of a
man about to make a decision to follow
Jesus Christ The first demon said "I

know what FU do. TU go up there and
tell him there is no God." The others

shook their heads. "He won't accept
that" they said. "He knows there's a
God; he talked with him this morning."
The second demon spoke up. "I'll reas
sure him by telling him there is no hell".
The others shook their heads again. "He
knows there's a hell," they said. "He's
been there." Then the third demon said,

"I know what will work. Til just go up
there and tell him there's no hurry." The
others clapped. "That will do it," they
said.

(Hugh Jones)
NEW SUBSCRIPTION RATE

Would subscribers please note the

revised U.K. rate applying to 2002 is
£10.00 as detailed below. Overseas rates

are unchanged.

I would like to take this opportunity
to thank you all for your support and
also for the additional gifts which enable
me to send free copies to Third World
countries. Your generosity is much
appreciated by the recipients.
JOHN KNELLER, Treasurer.
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The story is told of three demons who
were sitting in a coalbin in hell discuss
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