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A GOOD QUESTION
On the radio this morning it was announced that the Mormon Church is to build a
large Temple in Preston, and this, apparently, has caused great resentment from the
other religious denominations in the locality. The basis of complaint is that Mormons
are not perceived to be Christians; because they allegedly do not give Christ His proper
place, and are governed by the Book of Mormon rather than the Bible. Predictably, a
representative of the Mormon Church was interviewed and indignantly repudiated the
inference that Mormons are not Christians. Indeed he said that Mormons are the true

Christians. This obviously constitutes an interesting question. Are Mormons Christians?
What constitutes a Christian? Is, for instance, the Pope a Christian; or is the Queen a
Christian; or the Archbishop of Canterbury? Are Roman Catholics Christians, or

Methodists, or Quakers; or Christadelphians; or Seventh-day Adventists; or Jehovah's
Witnesses Christians; etc. etc? The Pope certainly regards himself as a Christian
(indeed the world's most prominent Christian) and millions of Roman Catholics share
this view. Many Protestants, however, might regard the Pope as the "anti-Christ" and
view all the paraphernalia of Roman Catholicism with great abhorrence. Religious
animosity and bigotry have been with us for 2,000 years with much bloodshed,
persecution and burning at the stake. Clearly, views on this subject differ over a wide
scale. What is a Christian? How can we know? Can we be sure? Where can we find
out?

SPARSE MENTION

Our ONLY source of information is the Bible, and particularly the N.T. All other
sources are completely invalid. The Book of Mormon, for instance, can easily be shown
to be an uninspired and fraudulent document. It should be stated at the very outset that
although the term "Christian" is very common currency in the vocabulary of the
religious world today (i.e. "Christian" ethics; "Christian" principles; "Christian" beliefs,
etc.) it was not so in N.T. times.
The origin of the term "Christian" is most uncertain although I suppose it seems
logical that followers of Christ should end up being called "Christ-/a/i^". Logical or not,
Paul never ever referred to "Christians" in all his writings. Indeed, the term "Christian"
occurs only three times in the entire N.T.: the first instance of which is when Luke says
that "the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch" (Acts 11:26).
Remarkably, this development was some fourteen years after the birth of the Church,
and fourteen seems a very long time for the Church to manage without the term. Luke
does not tell us who decided to give the disciples this name: whether by the Church
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itself; or by those outwith the Church. Prof. Barclay and others believed the term was
given by those outside the Church, as a nick-name or derogatory title. W.E. Vine
concurs, and adds that this is implied (in the secondmention of the term, in Acts 26:28)
when Agrippa says to Paul "Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian". Vine
also believes that this element is still visible in the third occurrence of the term (1 Peter

4:16) when Peter says that the disciples should not suffer as murderers, thieves, or
evildoers, but if c.alled upon to suffer as "Christians" they should glorify God in this
behalf.

It is also of interest to note that just as Paul never mentioned Christians, although he
had unlimited opportunity to do so, neither did Jude, nor James, nor John. The apostles
always wrote to "them sanctified and called to be saints"; or "my little children"; or
"my beloved"; or "brethren"; and even Peter wrote not to "fellow Christians" but to "the
elect" and to "those who have obtained like faith". Although nothing conclusive is
claimed for this apparent oddity it does seem to show that "Christian" was not in
common usage in the Church even some fifty years after the inception of the term at
Antioch.

WHAT THEN IS A CHRISTIAN?

Ask your neighbour, or "the man in the street", the above question and you can
expect various shades of opinion. Some will say that a Christian is a good person, one
who is kind and does good deeds. Certainly we would expect Christians to do good
deeds, but there are many who do good deeds who are not even religious, let alone
Christian. Some of the greatest philanthropists were atheists or agnostics. It is quite
possibleto love our fellow-man, alleviate pain and poverty, from a purely humanitarian
stand-point, without any reference whatsoever to Christianity. In recent times we have
seen many "show-business" personalities and "pop-groups" amass vast sums for
charitable purposes without wanting anything whatsoever to do with Christianity. And
so a Christian is much more than someone who tries to do good.
Then there are those who define a Christian as one who believes in Jesus Christ.

This, again, is obviously true, but there must be millions in this world who have an
intellectual belief in Christ but have no desire to be Christians, or to commit their lives

to His service. Even the demons believe, says James, but they tremble. (2:19). Many
others believe, but, for reasons of their own, would never acknowledge it: e.g. John

says (12:42) "Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on Him, but
because of the Pharisees they did not confess Him, lest they should be put out of
the synagogue" Thus the Chief Rulers were believers in Christ but kept quiet about it.
And "Joseph was a disciple but secretly." (John 19:38). Clearly, more than belief is
called for.

Then there are those much nearer the mark, who would say that a Christian is one

who wants to follow the teachings of Christ. Here again, however, there are those who
see wisdom in the teachings of Jesus, and take advantage of that wisdom, without ever
wishing to be Christians or to commit their lives to the Lord's service. But Christ calls
for His disciples to follow Him personally (not just admire His words of wisdom) and
commit themselves to His service, not only here but also in the hereafter. Or, to coin a
much hackneyed and misunderstood phrase, to accept Jesus Christ as one's own
"personal" Saviour.
Clearly, all Roman Catholics, Protestants and cults like Mormons and J.W.'s, would
all claim to be followers of Christ, and thus would all claim to be Christians. But can

they all be Christians? Protestants would never become Catholics and vice verse: J.W.'s
would never become Mormons or vice versa: and so they can't all be following Jesus
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and His word. Logically, therefore, it would seem that they can't all be correct in their
claim to be Christians.

FAMOUS LAST WORDS

There are those, of course, who insist on being Christians on their own terms and
conditions, or, indeed, upon no conditions at all. We have all heard those who say, "I
never go to Church but I never do anybody any harm; I pay my way, and am as good a
Christian as any Church-goer, probably better". There are variations to this theme but
it's not uncommon for people to stipulate to God the conditions upon which they shall
count themselves as Christians, whereas aspiring Christians must hear the gospel of
Christ, repent of their previous life-style and resolve to follow the teachings of Christ
and His inspired apostles. They must also be baptised (immersed) for the remission of
sins, and rise to walk in newness of life. Thereafter, they must worship God through
Christ, and walk the narrow way in a manner well-pleasing to God. All of this is
ordained of God and not open to negotiation. Nor are there any special arrangements
for any particular persons, such as Kings, Queens, Presidents or Popes. The gospel is
"for every creature" on precisely an equal basis.
The final instructions of Jesus to His apostles were, "Go ye therefore, and teach
all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded
you ..." (Matt. 28:19). This, then, was how Christians were to be made. The nations
were to be taught and baptised; and then taught again, to observe all the things Jesus
had commanded His apostles. Mark's rendering of the same commission is, "Go ye
into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is
baptised shall be saved, but he that believeth not shall be damned." (Mark 16:15).
Clearly, this was the God-given way in which the nations were to become Christians
and be saved. The apostles were to preach the gospel and baptise the converts (in the
name of Father, Son and Holy Spirit) and thereafter teach them the commandments of
Jesus: i.e. those "who believed and were baptised would be saved." One would
imagine that this was quite clear and easily understood, but in correspondence recently
I was informed that this sequence of events was quite mistaken and that Jesus should
have said, "he that believeth is saved and may be baptised if he feels the need." I had to
inform my correspondent that we can be quite sure that Jesus knew exactly what He
was saying, and it is a serious presumption for us to correct Him. If Jesus said, "he
that believeth and is baptised shall be saved" how can we possibly dare to say, "he
that believeth is saved, and can be baptised later if it is considered desirable."
Thousands were converted in N.T. times and not one of them, it seems, ever challenged
the modus operandi of their salvation, as we shall see in the next section,
N.T. EXAMPLES OF CONVERSION

In discussing how people become Christians, the N.T. would seem the logical place
to go, and, indeed, the Book of Acts contains numerous actual examples for our
guidance. The Acts, of course contains a history of where, when and how the Church
began and on what basis men and women were allowed entry. Let us see what we can
learn from these examples?
ACTS 2. On Pentecost when Peter preached to the crowds (as per the commission
given by Jesus) he convicted them of their sins and their murder of the Messias. To their
anguished cry of "What shall we do"? Peter commanded them to "Repent and be
baptised every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of suis, and
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit..." ("Belief in Christ is not mentioned by
Peter but clearly assumed. He gives them the next steps in the "saving" process: i.e.
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repentance and baptism). We notice here that, according to Peter, baptism is for the
remission ofsins. 3(X)0 in the crowd responded to the gospel, and, far from taking issue
with Peter on baptism. "They gladly received his word, and were baptised."
ACTS 8. When Philip the evangelist preached to the Samaritans, we read that,
"When they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the K. of G. and the
name of Jesus Christ, they were baptised, both men and women. " (v.12)
ACTS 8. Philip also preached to the Ethiopian eunuch (who had been reading Is.
53.) and "Philip began at the same scripture and preached unto him Jesus. And as
they went their way they came unto a certain water and the eunuch said, See here
is water, what doth hinder me to be baptised." From this we see that "preaching
Jesus" included baptism. We also notice that the eunuch did not argue with Philip, and
say "Whocan force me to be baptised?"but rather, "Whocan stop me?".
ACTS 9. Paul's own conversion. After being struck blind, "trembling and
astonished", Paul spent the next three days in prayer and fasting until Ananiasarrived.
Ananias did not say that Paul was now a Christian, but rather, "Why tarriest thou.
Arise and be baptised and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord".
Clearly, notwithstanding Paul's recent personal conversation with Jesus, and his 3 days
of prayer and fasting, he was still in his sins and thus was instructed to "wash away
thy sins" in baptism.

ACTS 10. The conversion of the first Gentiles: Cornelius and his family.
Notwithstanding the fact that Cornelius and his family had just been baptised in the
Holy Spirit, Peter, recovering from his astonishment, asked, "Can any man forbid
water, that these should not be baptised (Which have received the Holy Spirit as
well as we?). And he commanded them to be baptised in the name of the Lord."
There is no mention of anyone trying to forbid water.

ACTS 16. Paul and Silas describe their meeting with Lydia at Philippi on their
second missionary journey. "And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple
of the city of Thyatva, which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord
opened that she attended to the things which were spoken of Paul. And when she
was baptised, and her household, she besought us saying, If ye have judged me
faithful to the Lord, come into my house and abide there."

ACTS 16. Conversion of the Jailer. Rescued from his suicide attempt, the jailer
asked, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved"? Paul replied, "Believe on the Lord Jesus
and thou shalt be saved." This heathen man had to be enlightened and so "Paul
spoke unto him the word of the Lord and to all that were in the house." The

outcome? "Then he (the jailer) took them the same hour of the night, and washed
their stripes, and was baptised, he and all his, straightway." And so the jailer, and
thosewho heardthe gospel, believed and werebaptised the selfsame hourof the night.
ACTS 18. The Corinthians. On Paul's second missionary journey he preached at
Corinth "... and many of the Corinthians hearing, believed and were baptised."
ACTS 19. Tells of Paul's discovery in Ephesus of brethren who, although having
already been baptised withJohn's baptism, were quite unaware of Christ's baptism, and
the gift of the Holy Spirit. Paul taught them accordingly "And when they heard this
they were baptised in the name of the Lord."

These, then, comprise virtually all the conversions mentioned in the Acts and show

how the apostles understood, and executed, the commission given to them by Jesus
(mentioned previously). As can readily be seen, all the conversions followed exactly a
similar pattern- i.e. men and women had the gospel preached to them. Those who
believed were called upon to repent and to be baptised. We can understand why
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convertsshould repent, but why should they need to be baptised? Christ's baptism, like
John's, was for the remission of sins. This was how people became Christians in N.T.

times, and is, therefore, precisely how people must become Christians today. Thus,
when we ask ourselves, "Who are Christians?", we now have the scriptural answer,
illustrated by the examples above, in ACTS.
CONCLUSION

Space has more than gone and all I've managed to do is to show how people
BECOME Christians, scripturally. Obviously, converts must strive, thereafter, to
REMAIN Christians by living in accordance with the teachings of Christ and His
inspired apostles. In Acts 2(42) the early disciples (including the 3,000 at Pentecost)

"continuedsteadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of
bread, and in prayers." This is how they worshipped and served God.
Far be it from me to pontificate on the question as to who are Christians, and who

are not Christians. Such a question can be settled only by the applicationof God's word.
However, all aspiring Christian (whether Kings, Queens, Popes, Presidents, Mormons,
Pentecostals, etc., or even ourselves) must ask themselves whether they have become
Christians in the scriptural God-ordained manner. Having settled that question, they
must then ask themselves if they are truly seeking to REMAIN Christians by
CONTINUING STEADFASTLY IN THE APOSTLES DOCTRINE and fellowship,
and in the breaking of bread, and in prayers." Only upon a favourable answer to those
questions, hangsthe right to the term "Christian"; publicopinionnotwithstanding.
EDITOR.

THE MASTER PREACHER
There have been many books written on the subject of preaching. They range from
mechanics of sermon preparation to the preparation of the man. These books, as a
whole, have been of great value to preachersin their quest for help and guidance in the
task of preaching. Some preachers have tried to pattern their style after some great
orator of the past or present. Needless to say, this automatically produces problems
because of the frailities of the chosen example. When all of the books have been
written, and there are no longer any styles to pattern after, we must look to Jesus for the
example of the perfect preacher. In fact, we must start here.
While it is true Jesus is not called a "preacher" in the New Testament, it is obvious,
however, that He did a lot of preaching. Mark records that Jesus came from the Father

to preach; "and He (Jesus) said unto them, let us go into the next towns, that I may
preach there also: for therefore came I forth" (Mark 1:38). God has only one Son
and He went forth preaching. Therefore, we would do well to give close attention to the
qualities of His preaching and duplicate them in our preaching ministry. In the
remainder of this article let's notice a few of these qualities.

First, in His preaching Jesus wasfresh and different. Several passages in the New
Testament set forth this fact: "This officer answered, never man spake like this
man" (John 7:46); "For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the

scribes" (Matt. 7:29). Noone could accuse him of preaching to please people: "Many
therefore of his disciples, when they heard this, said. This is a hard saying; who
can hear it?" (John 6:60). In most pulpits of our day freshness and originality are the
needof thehour. The Church willgrow where it exists. By freshness and originality we
do not mean content, that is if one is preaching the word, but rather, approach.
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illustrations, etc.

Second, Jesus never left any doubt in the minds ofHis audience. One reason for this
was because He spoke with authority, and as commanded by the Father: "For I have
not spoken of Myself; but the Father which sent Me, He gave me a conunandment,
what I should say, and what I should speak. And I know that His commandment is
life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I
speak" (John 12:49,50). Many times today members of the audience leave more
confused than when they arrived. This will be eliminated if we speak as Jesus did: as
the oracles of God (1 Peter 4:11). Our charge is to "preach the word"; not about the
word (cf. 2 Tim. 4:1 -6).

Thirdy Jesus preached the word as it was written: "... As it is written, man shall

not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
God ... Jesus said unto him, it is written again. Thou shall not tempt the Lord thy
God ..." (Matt. 4:4,7). Thus if we are to follow in the footsteps of Jesus, we must

preach the word as it is written, without addition or subtraction (cf. Rev. 22:18,19).
Fourth, Jesus had convictions in His preaching. He made it clear that there is only
one way for man to be saved from his sins. The Master said, "I am the way, the truth,
and the life: no man cometh unto the Father but by Me" (John 14:6). He made it
clear that the doctrines of men would condemn: "But in vain they do worship Me,

teaching for doctrines the commandments of men" (Matt. 15:9). Jesus said the gate
was "narrow" that leads to eternal life (cf. Matt. 7:13,14). And He made it clear that a

person cannot serve two masters (Matt. 6:24), If we are going to preach like Jesus, we,
too, must preach with conviction. A lack of conviction in the pulpit will produce a lack
of conviction in the pew.

Fifth, Jesus upheld and sanctioned all good in His preaching. While rebuking
error. He also found occasion to point out the good. The Pharisees were in many errors;
yet Jesus sanctioned the truth taught by these men, too. Notice these remarks: "Then
spake Jesus to the multitude, and to his disciples, saying. The scribes and
Pharisees sit in Moses' seat: All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that
observe and do; but do not after their works; for they say and do not" (Matt. 23:1-3).
Sixth, Jesus was a man ofprayer. Throughout His ministry He is seen engaging in
prayer, e.g., He prayed all night (Luke 6:11); He prayed before a great crisis (Luke
22:39-49); He prayed in solitude (Mark 1:35); He prayed for others (John 14:16;
16:26). A preacher is not prepared to preach until he is a man of prayer like the Master.
If the Master needed to pray, how much more should we realize the necessity for
prayer!

Seventh, Jesus preached the answers to man's problems. The sin problem which
separates man from God (Mark 16:15, 16); the problems between neighbours (Matt.
5:40,41); and problems between brethren (Matt. 18:15-17).This is what men need - the
answers to their problems. If we are to preach like Jesus we will give the remedy for sin
and the other problems of humanity.
Eighth, Jesus illustrated his lessons. This made it possible for the hearer to clearly

understand His point. A study of His illustrations will reveal that they were simple,
known by all, and easy to be grasped. He would take the known to make clear the
unknown. This is seen in His parables. He would use such things as salt, sheep, light,
fish, sparrows, doors, rocks, birds, flowers, coins and so forth, to illustrate His
messages. As preachers of the gospel, we would do well to follow this example of
Christ. Do not forget, however, that a sermon is not one long string of illustrations, but,
rather, illustrations are to be used sparingly.
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Truly Jesus was the world's greatest preacher. Those of us who preach mustalways
strive to be like him in all things.Take the above list, which is by no meansexhaustive,

and add additional qualities descriptive of Jesus as the Master preacher. What a grand
and glorious example we have in Jesusas a preacher. May God help us to follow in his
footsteps.
J. TURNER.

HOW WE GOT WHERE WE ARE
Glaring symptoms of moral decay are all around us today. Drug misuse, dishonesty
in business, corrupt governments, broken homes, mounting crime, pornography, sexual
promiscuity and a host of other problems all point to a morally sick society. It doesn't
take a genius to list our problems, but one does need a sense of history to realize how
we arrived at our present immoral status.

Historically we have followed the worst possible leadership. Most of the men who
were influential in shaping our thinking during the last three centuries stressed
humanism and atheism to the exclusion of God's moral standards of the Bible. Most

peoplebelieveour society was founded solely on Christianethics, but nothingcould be
furtherfrom the truth. Our presentimmorality resulted from the philosophical influence
of men like Darwin, Dewey, Freud, Hegel, Huxley, Ingersoll, Kant, Kierkegaard, Marx,
Nietzsche, Sarte to name only a few. These menare dead and theirlegacy is our present
moral dilemma.

Before these men came along everyone thought in terms of cause and effect. If

something wasthought to be true, then the opposite was false. Men thought in terms of
absolutes, so there wasan absolute set of values. But these men gave us a new way of
looking at life. They said truth and moral values are relative. This developed into the
idea that in certain cases it might not be wrong to lie, or cheat, or have sex outside

marriage. This disbelief in any absolute standard was next incorporated into an already
corrupt Christian system. What followed was an era of rampant atheism whose
offsprings were Atheistic Evolution and Atheistic Communism,

The idea that man simply evolved from lower animals in a struggle for survival
seemed to give legitimacy to immoral behaviour. Since man had no specific reason for
being here, except survival, then there was no special standard for him to live by. With
survival in a material world as the all-important goal. Communism's "class struggle,"
which pitted the poor working class against the rich property holders, quickly took
footing. The class struggle endorsed any conduct which achieved the end result it
promoted, thus the end justified the means.

Furthermore, if man was here only to survive, then it seemed illogical that he
should be inhibited by unnecessary moral restraints which kept him from fulfilling his
basic drives. If moral restraintsresultedonly in unhappiness and neurosis, then why not
discard the restraints and gratify man's basic nature? If there was no God, then there
was no need for moral concern!

In this climate blossomed existentialism which said, "Do your own thing... if it feels
good, do it." After all, life here was absurd and pointless, so the best one could do was
to leave his mark, authenticate himself by some equally absurd personal act. The more
absurd the better!

Next there came a general pragmatism which said, "Never mind whether a thing is
moral or not, if it works do it." Here things are evaluated by the circumstances or
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situation, not morality. All this developed into the New Morality or Situation Ethics.
And that's how we got to where we are!

Had it not been for this groundwork, one-half of the earth might not presently be
undergodlessform of government and the other half mightnot be in such moral ruin. A
better world would have surely developed had we listened to better men than these. If
only more individuals had been more adamant in proclaiming the Bible as an absolute
standard of morality for men of every age, then undoubtedly we would be living in a
better world today.

Well, so much for the world that might have been... what are we going to do with
the world that is? The Bible tells us that man is capable of knowing inherently to some

degree what is right and wrong and it specifically furnishes him with all the principles
and precepts necessary to govern his moral behaviour. We are not alone! Why don't we
take a stand for Bible morality?
C. COOK.

Conducted by
Frank Worgan

1. "Was Paul a married man? "

The thought that Paul may have been a married man may seem strange at first; but
we have to consider it as a possibility.

a) He certainly claimed the right to be married when he wrote to the Corinthians (1
Cor. 9;5).

b) When he wrote that letter, he was undoubtedly, without a wife (See 1 Cor. 7:8).
c) The real heart of the question is whether this was because his wife was dead and
he was, therefore, a widower, or whether his wife had divorced him when he became a
Christian.

That his wife rejected him when he rejected Judaism is a distinct possibility - a
virtual certainty - because this is what commonly happened. Any Jew or Jewess who
became a Christian would certainly be:1) excommunicated from the Temple,
2) ostracised from fonnal society.

3) rejected by family and friends.
4) and if married, divorce would almost certainly follow.
Thus, it is very likely that Paul was, at first, rejected by his ultra-orthodox Pharisee
family when he became a Christian. Phil. 3:4-5 revealed just how 'orthodox' his
upbringing must have been. Only towards the end of his ministry do we find mention
that some of his relatives had become Christians (Rom. 16:7).

d) I do not think that there is any serious doubt that he was a member of the
Sanhedrin before he became a Christian, because, when Acts 8:1 states that he was
'consenting' to the death of Stephen, it means that he 'cast his vote' in favour of
Stephen's death. In fact, he states this in Acts 26:10.
This implies his membership in the Sanhedrin, and it is true that one could not be a
member of the Council under the age of 30, or unmarried. Indeed, Judaism taught that
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an unmarried man 'diminishes the divine image' in the world. And, 'a man who has no

wife lives without joy, without blessing, withoutgood'. Rabbi Eleazar said, "A man who
has no wife is not even a man, as it is stated; 'Male and female He created them and He
named them 'man' " (Gen. 5:2).

The answer to the question therefore, must be: At one time Paul was married, but,
by the time he wrote 1st Cor. 7:8 he was no longer a married man.
2. "Was Barnabas an apostie? A brother has said that he was! "
Whoever said that Barnabas was an apostle should have explained that there are

three sorts of apostles mentioned in the N.T. The word itself, 'apostolos', simply means
'one sent'.

1) BecauseJesus was sent by God, he is describedas "the apostle and high priest of
our confession". Heb. 3:1.

2) DuringHis ministry He called His disciples to Him and chose twelve, "whom He
named apostles". The twelve were apostles of Christ, because He chose them and sent
them out.

3) In Acts 13, the Holy Spirit instructed the Church at Antioch to "set apartfor me
Barnabas and Saul...", and the Church prayed and fasted and sent them out.
In Acts 14:14 it is recorded, "when the apostles, BARNABAS and Saul heard..."
Barnabas was not an apostle in the same sense as the Twelve; that is. He was not an

apostleof Christ; becausehe did not meet the qualifications.
a) He had not accompanied Christ from the time of John's baptism;
b) was not a wimess of the resurrection;

c) had not been chosen by Christ personally.
But he was an apostle of the Church at Antioch in Syria, because they sent him out;
and it was to that Church that Paul and Barnabas reported at the end of that First
Missionary Journey.
3. "When did the Samaritans receive the Holy Spirit? "
Acts 8 records that the Samaritans believed and obeyed the Gospel preached by
Philip.

We may be sure that, because they identified themselves with the death, burial and
resurrection of the Lord Jesus by being baptised into Him, they received the promised
gift - the 'dorea', - that is, the 'free gift' - of the Holy Spirit, according to Acts 2:38.
Bear in mind that, contrary to what some teach, this promise was not only given to
the Jews, but also 'to all who are afar off - a phrase which any Jew would recognise as
referring to Gentiles.This is, in fact, how Paul describes the Ephesians in Eph. 2:13.
But, when Peter and John came from Jerusalem and realised that the Samaritians
had 'received the word', they laid hands upon the converts, to impart something extra a spiritual gift.
In accordance with Acts 2:38 and 5:32, everyone who believes and is baptised
receives 'the gift of the Holy Spirit' - i.e., the Spirit as an indwelling Presence. But the

apostles had the power to lay hands on people and, in this way, to impart miraculous
powers.

Romans 1:11 refers to this apostolic power, in the letter Paul wrote to the Church at
Rome, which, up to that time, he had not visited. How would he impart the gift? Read
2nd Tim. 1:6.

We must remember that those on whom the apostles laid their hands did not

themselves have the power to impart spiritual gifts to others. For instance, Philip the
evangelist had the power to perform miracles (Acts 6:6). But he did not hitve the
authority to pass on this power to those Samaritans who had obeyed the Gospel and
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who, obviously, had received the promised gift of the Holy Spirit. The apostles in
Jerusalem, therefore 'sent down Peter and John', who, having assured themselvesof the
genuineness of the Samaritan conversions, laid hands on them, and the effect was that

Simon 'saw that by the laying on of the hands of the apostletheSpirit wasgiven'.
Furthermore, since the qualifications required of those who became an apostle of
Christ, as revealed in Acts 1:21-22, make it impossible for them to have successors,that
authority and power died with die original apostles.

I do not think there is any otherconclusion to which we can arrive otherthan to say
that all who obey the Gospel receive the gift of the Spirit, but, in N.T. times, there was
a special endowment of the Spirit (I use that word for want of a better!) which was
received by the imposition of apostolic hands.
This passage, Acts 8:5-19, reveals that the Samaritans received both the 'dorea' -

God's free gift of the Spirit, and the extra 'charisma' - the grace-gifts - at the hands of
the apostles.

(Allquestionsplease to: Frank Worgan, 5 Gryfebank Way, Houston,
Renfrewshire, Scotland PA6 7NZ)

ANOINTING WITH OIL (Part 2)
(A Study ofJames 5:13-20)

(6) vs. 14 - "anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord." Two Things are
necessary in order to understand the command (for it is a command to those "elders"
who have been called upon to pray).

Incidentally the word translated "elders" in this particular place is "prebuteros"
meaning olderand does not therefore indicate an "elder" in the sense of an appointed
"elder" and has in many places been used interchangeably with the word "episkopoi"
which is variously translated as "bishops", "elders", and "overseers".
(A) The "background" or "context" of "anointing with oil"
(B) The understanding of "in the name of the Lord".
(A) The first recorded reference to anointing with oil is found in Gen. 28:18.

God himself refers to this letter in Gen. 31:13 in order that Jacob can clearly
identify God with that particular event. Jacob used that anointing to mark or dedicate
the exact spot upon the land that God promised to give him, and his seed, (a promise
that was subsequently fulfilled in Judges 1:22-23).

The next time we see "anointing with oil" its purpose is clearly stated and
precisely spelled out Ex. 28:41 "Anoint them", and "consecrate" them, and "sanctify"
them, that they may "minister"unto me in the "priests'office".
Ex. 30:22-33 The EXACT formula for the special "anointing oil" is here given and
in vs. 31 - we are told that it was to be a "holy" anointing oil - dedicated to God throughout the generations of the Israelites and in vs. 32 - it was to be "holy" to them.
In vs. 33 a clear warning is given to anyone who would make anything like it.
If we examine any of the other instances where men in the Old Testament were

"anointed"we will see that it was always for the purposeof dedication to the service of
the Lord.

So howare we to understand "anointing withoil" in the New Testament age?
Carefully read all of Heb. chapters 8 and 9
"anointing with oil" was one of the many O.T. ordinances, and if it was a shadow or

a pattem - a metaphorical or figurative demonstration of something that was to come,
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and which would be the real thing, then, in the light of what the N.T. reveals we must
recognize it as a spiritual endowment. Why?
Hosea 9 - In this chapter the warning is given to Israel that the day was almost upon
them when their offerings and sacrifices would be as the "bread of mourners" vs. 4 (in
other words the offerings would be dead and the system done away with). In vs. 7 they
are informed of just exactly how they would view anyone who was spiritual - to them
"the spiritual man is mad".
It would be, and still is, useless to try to convince any Jew who has not accepted
Christ, that the "anointing with oil" is anything but a literal physical thing or ceremony

to be performed (to say nothing about some misunderstanding "Christians"), and no
doubt any other "spiritual" view would and is considered "insane".
Col. 1:9 - Paul here reveals that he prayed constantly that the brethren might be;
among other things, "filled with spiritual understanding". Did Paul know what he was
doing or was he insane?
The Jews (at least some of them) thought Jesus was mad - John 10:19-20.
Acts 26:24-25 Paul was accused of being mad.
1st Cor. 2:6 ff - We are told that the messages delivered by the apostles were not
the same as the rulers or ones in authority in that age, but rather they spoke (vs. 7)
"God's secret wisdom" - a "wisdom that has been hidden" (vs. 8)-"none of the rulers of

thisage" (the Mosaic or O.T. age, the age of the Law and of literal physical ordinances,
sacrifices and practices) "understood it" - "for if theyhad they would not havecrucified
the Lord of glory" - "but (vs. 10) God has revealed it to us by his SPIRIT" (vs. 14) "The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of
God".

Men who claim that the "anointing of oil" today is the same as in the days of
Moses, and who stumble around blindly trying to determine what KIND of oil to use Olive oil?, Motor oil?. Palm oil?, Polyunsaturated? - stubbornly reject the things that

today come from and are revealed by the Spirit. In conclusion of this chapter we are
told that (vs. 16) "we have the mind of Christ" - which the apostles and the other

inspired writers, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, have revealed to us through
their words, which are the very words of God.
(B) The subject here is: "in the name of the Lord" (vs. 14).
Just exactly what is the Lord's name?
In Matt. 1:21 an angel of the Lord told Joseph to call the child "Jesus".
In vs. 23 "they shall call his name Emmanuel (God with us).
The message from the Lord said to call him Jesus and the people said he was God
with us. But in vs. 17 he is referred to as "Christ" (K.J.V.) "the Christ" (N.I.V.) which
interpreted means - the anointed one.
When Jesus asked Peter who he thought Jesus was, Peter answered "Thou art the
Christ" (Matt. 16:16).

In order to understand the significance and implication of "The Christ" consider
what you would understand if you asked what someone's name was and I told you; that
is Jack the plumberor that's John the baker. You would know one of his names but you
would also know what he did.

Jesus was Jesus the Christ and we must examine "the Christ" to see what it was that

Jesus DID, what it was that he was to accomplish and how he was to do exactly that, in
order to fulfil his Father's will.

As we examine and trace the meaning of the Greek word translated "Christ" we find
that it incorporates all of the following meanings:
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Christos - anointed - from the word Chrio - the idea of contact, to smear or rub with

oil - by implication to consecrate to an office or religious service - anoint incorporating
the words meaning of Chraomai to handle - to furnish what is needed (give an oracle,
graze (touch slightly, light upon) example: to employ, to act towards one in a given
manner, entreat or use clearly. (All from "Strong's" concordance.)

"The Christ" then was: (1) To consecrate men to God's service, setting men apart by
contact (done through various means, verbally, directly and indirectly through others).
(2) To supply what is needed to save men's souls (done once and for all by the
shedding of His blood and His sacrifice of His body). To supply through His life and
His teaching (actions and words) all that is necessary for men to live as God would
have them live.

(3) To light upon men (metaphorically) and to enlighten their minds and bring them
out of darkness into light.
By now reasonable men should be able to see that the "anointing with oil" used by
James was the undertaking of bringing the brother back into proper relationship with

God through the use of effectual, intelligent and appropriately worded prayers that
would result in the brother being spiritually re-consecrated and revived to serve his
Lord, as was originally intended for all believers who submit to his will and are

baptized into his body - (1 Cor. 12:13-27) the body of Christ - the Spiritual,Spirit-filled
body of all those who choose to fulfil God's intended purpose for them to serve Him.
G. SILLMAN,
P.O. Box 327, Chilliwack,
B.C., Canada, V2P6J4.
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sexual relations with his father's wife (in
other words, his step-mother). Paul has
instructed them to excommunicate this
individual "for the destruction of the

Aprils
April 12
April 19
April 26

Genesis 45:1-15 2 Cor. 1:21 to2:17
Exodus 34:21-35 2 Cor. 3
Genesis 1:1.19
2 Cor. 4
Daniel 12
2Cor. 5

THE SUFFERING OF PAUL

Paul was very anxious about the
reaction the saints at Corinth would have

to his first letter. "At length the longexpected Titus arrived at Philippi and
relieved the anxiety of his master by
better tidings than he had hoped to hear.
The majority of the Corinthian Church
had submitted to the injunctions of Paul
and testified the deepest repentance for
the sins into which they had fallen"
(Conybeare and Howson).
A lot of us know what it is like to be

under pressure in the modem world. In
fact there is too much stress these days
for our nation's common good. Paul
would sympathise with us because he
knew pressure, but of a different kind.
The real weight that pressed upon him

flesh that the spirit may be saved in
the day of the Lord Jesus" (5:5). This
they had done. Now in the second letter
we read of his restoration to Church

fellowship. The discipline had worked.
"Pastoral discipline among the early
Christians was always remedial. The
temporary exclusion of an impenitent
offender was to safeguard the fellowship
from being implicated in his sin, and to
secure his repentance and subsequent
retum" (Norman Hillyer). Our late
brother Jack Nisbet of Haddington often
talked about the right thing being done
in the right way. The case of this sinner
is a good case in point.
THE NEW COVENANT

'The design of the Jewish religion
and the design of the Christian are not
the same" (Alexander Campbell). I am
always interested in reading Paul's com
parisons of the Old Covenant and the
New Covenant. After all, he knew all

about both. Paul clearly taught that the

was "the care of all the churches"

New Covenant in Christ Jesus was the

(11:28). He also wrote: "For when we
were come into Macedonia, our flesh
had no rest, but we were troubled on
every side: without were fightings,
within were fears" (7:5). How he suf

fulfilment of the Old Covenant, which

came through Moses. Paul compared
"the tables of stone" with "the tables

of the heart" (3:3); "the letter" with
"the Spirit" (3:6); "the ministration of

fered and laboured for the Master! He

death" with "the ministration of the

was comforted by the fact that Jesus was
with him every step of the way, every
minute of the day. "We are troubled on
every side, yet not distressed; we are
perplexed, but not in despair; perse
cuted, but not forsaken; cast down,
but not destroyed; always bearing
about in the body the dying of the
Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus
might be made manifest in our body"
(4:8-10).

Spirit" (3:7,8); "the ministration of

FORGIVENESS OF THE SINNER

We recall from the first epistle that a
man in the congregation was having

condemnation" with "the ministration

of righteousness" (3:9). I wish to quote
the whole of verses 9 to

11: "If the

ministry that condemns men is
glorious, how much more glorious is
the ministry that brings righteous
ness! For what was glorious has no
glory now in comparison with the
surpassing glory. And if what was
fading away came with glory, how
much greater is the glory of that
which lasts!" (N.I.V.).
I think about the Orthodox Jews a
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lot. As I write this article on a Saturday
afternoon, I know they will be in their
synagogues worshipping Jehovah in
their own, unique way. They will be
reading from the Torah - the Law, the
writings of Moses. Perhaps the follow
ing passage will be studied; "The Lord
thy God will raise up unto you a Pro
phet from the midst of you; unto him
you shall hearken. .
(Deuteronomy
18:15). I see in these words Jesus of
Nazareth, the son of the living God. The
Jews, of course, do not. The problem is
the veil covering their hearts and minds
(3:14,15). The answer is simple: "But
whenever anyone turns to the Lord,
the veil is taken avi'ay" (3:16). The
result is freedom through the Spirit of
the Lord. "Where the Spirit of the
Lord is, there is liberty" (3:17). Paul
went on to say: "But all of us who are
Christians have no veils on our faces,
but reflect like mirrors the glory of
the Lord. We are transflgured by the
Spirit of the Lord in ever-increasing
splendour into His own image" (3:18,
J.B. Phillips). As day succeeds day, may
we become more and more like Him,

earth. He had the gift of the Holy Spirit
and He was the foretaste of the life

everlasting.
Paul believed he was on his way to
heaven, but he also believed he had to

face a judgment. "For we must all
appear before the judgment seat of
Christ; that every one may receive the
things done in his body, according to
what he has done, whether it be good
or bad" (5:10). "But the 'judgment of
the great day' is . . . not, as some pro
fanely say, 'to bring men out of heaven
and hell to judge and remand them back
again'; but in the presence of an assem
bled world to vindicate the administra

tions of the moral government and
providence of God, to develop the real
characters of angels and of men, and to
pronounce an irrevocable sentence upon
all according to their works" (Alexander
Campbell).
THE NEW CREATION
Paul

was

"an

ambassador

for

Christ" (5:20). The term "ambassador"

is limited to the apostles. The apostles
were involved in the ministry of recon
ciliation and reconciliation between man

whom we love and serve.

and God is possible through Christ

JOY AND JUDGEMENT TO COME

Jesus, whom God made "to be sin for

The body is like an earthly tent. It
constitutes a temporary dwelling place.

us, who knew no sin, that we might be
made the righteousness of God in
Him" (5:21). "Therefore if any man

The real abode of the soul is heaven.

The Christian looks beyond this scene of
time to eternity where he or she will be
clothed with a heavenly body. There the
corruptible will have put on incorruption
and the mortal will have put on immor
tality. The new body will enable one to
serve and worship God in His very pre

be in Christ, he is a new creature: old
things are passed away; behold all
things are become new" (5:17). "New"
in Greek is kainos and denotes "not new

in time, recent, but new as to form or

quality, of different nature from what is
contrasted as old" (W.E. Vine). In the

sence. "Beloved, now are we the sons

conversion of the sinner "there is a

of God, and it does not yet appear

change so deep, so clear, so entire, and
so abiding, that it is proper to say, here is

what we shall be: but we know that,
when He shall appear, we shall be like
Him; for we shall see Him as He is."
(1 John 3:2). Paul looked forward to the
day when he had "shuffled off this mor
tal coil". It would be a day of great joy.
However, he did not despise his life on

a new creation of God - a

work of

Divine power as decided and as glorious
as when God created all things out of
nothing" (Albert Barnes).
IAN S. DAVIDSON,
Motherwell.
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1939. They have two sons Robert and
David who both gave moving tributes to

TEST YOU BIBLICAL
KNOWLEGE

their father at the service held at the

1. Who was Abraham's father?

Mansfield

2. Who was David's bosom friend?

3. Who was the king of Salem?
4. This famous witch lived in the days
of king Saul.
5. Who were Gershom and Eliezer?

6. Name the king who ordered
Daniel's punishment.
7. Name the chief of the priests in
Ephesus who had seven sons.
8. Who was Julius?
9. Name a Macedonian who travelled
with Paul to Rome.

10. To which island was John
banished?

Crematorium.

The service

was led by Bro. David Wilson assisted
by four other brethren.
Tom loved his Lord immensely. He
loved the Church. He was a profound
Biblical scholar who was always willing
to share his vast knowledge and always
first to serve without thought of reward.
Throughout his life Tom was a very
brave man who was prepared to take on
the

state

for

his

beliefs.

He

was

described by his life long friend as, "a
spiritual giant in the Church." By
another, "as a jewel in the crown,"
another said "he always put others
before himself, even to the end when he

OBITUARY
TVanent: It is with sadness that the

Church in Tranent announce the death of

our sister Etta King.
Sister Etta passed away on the
twenty-sixth of December, 1997, at the
age of 85 years. Sister Etta came to her
Lord in her early youth and remained

faithful till her dea^. Sister Etta taught
,

in the Sunday school for some years as
far back as 1932. Until recently she was
always present at The Lord's Table but

was clearly unwell." We give thanks to
God for the life and example of this
truly wonderful brother, husband, father
and grandfather and the privilege we
have had of knowing him. We shall
never forget Bro. Tom and rejoice that
God has now chosen to take him unto
Himself.

T. KING

children she will be missed here, but has

THANKS
I wish to thank all my brothers and
sisters, who have so kindly sent me
letters and cards offering their sympathy
and support at the passing of my dear

gone to a much brighter Heavenly home.

husband Tom. There have been so many

Brother Joe Nisbet and Brother Alex

from around Britain and whilst I would

age and health prevented her during
these last months. As with all God's

Strachan

conducted

the

service

at

Seafield crematorium.

Kirkby in Ashfield: It is with great
sadness that the Church at Kirkby in
Ashfield report the death on 16th
January of Bro. Tom Woodhouse after a
great fight for him in the ICU at the
Kings Mill Hospital.
Tom was 82 years. He was baptised
into Christ in 1937 and married Edna in

wish to reply to each of you, I fear it is
not going to be possible. Your prayers
and support continue to help me through
this difficult time. I am thankful that

Tom and I were able to share 58 happy

years together, which were enriched by
our love for the Lord. Thank you all for
the help you have given to me and my
family. The Lord's Church is indeed a
wonderful family.
EDNA WOODHOUSE.
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P.N.G.
Readers will be pleased lo hear thai
the government in RN.G. is taking more
responsibility for providing aid to those
who have suffered great loss and hard
ship in the recent storms.
If an appeal is required to be made
for further help in the near future, I will
let readers know, but, in the meantime I
would wish, on behalf of all the brethren
in P.N.G., to thank all those Churches

and individuals who have sent help in
recent months. It has been gratefully
received. Thank you.
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God says Your behaviour is so bad you could have been descended from idolaters

^^TPie

Headingfor a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning
NOVEMBER, 1998

Vol. 65 No. 11

FORSAKING THE ASSEMBLY
Our present government's policy seems to be to 'throw money' at any of the
problems they encounter, and it is reported in this morning's newspaper that the
Scottish Education Minister is going to throw £65m at the problem in schools especially truancy and "exclusions". Since corporal punishment in schools was banned
as being "barbaric" (teachers are the only persons likely to be beaten in school
nowadays) teachers have graciously been allowed to exclude violent and disruptive
pupils, who have, nevertheless, ended up being ferried back and forth to special
teaching "Sanctuaries" by taxi, and rewarded with individual tuition by special
teachers, all at enormous expense. Understandably, the government is now seriously
regretting this policy of pampering disruptive pupils and have told teachers that they
should no longer "exclude" such pupils. Apparently, the government have now
discovered that excluded pupils feel 'rejected' and often turn to crime. Who would be a
teacher?

Truancy is another very pressing problem in schools and again millions of pounds
are hopefully going to cure it. Someyearsago I wrotea few paragraphs on this subject
and these are, perhaps, still applicable. At that time truancy in schools was reported as
being as high as 30% in some rural schools and 50% in some of the inner cities.
Apparently there has been no substantial improvement.

What chaos there must be in the classes where half of the pupils never turn up. It
seemsincredible but true. It's certainly a long time since I was at school but I can easily
remember the drama and scandal in the classroom when it was discovered that even one

pupil had dared to fail to turn up, or was even slightly late. A great sensation of
excitement animated the whole classroom as we anticipated, with bated breath, the
retum of the culprit next morning, and the dire punishments which awaited his re
appearance. The buzz of agitation in the school lasted for days and certainly had a
salutary effect on any of the other pupils who may, at any time, have given half-a-

thought to skipping a class. Our school actually had an Attendance Officer, of military
bearing and complete with bicycle, who used to visit the parents of any defaulters, and
kept a firm control over school attendance.

Now, it seems, things are very different and these large percentages of pupils turn
up at school only when they have nothing better to do, and playing hookey is not only
common but even quite normal. I notice that in some of the largercities the policehave
been asked to look out for truant schoolchildren and to give them a lecture on the
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dangers of wandering around in these violent times, and then to ferry them back home.
One wonders what sense of responsibility such children will ever have as adults, when,
in their formative years, they can indulge themselves in this way. What lessons in
loyalty, dependability, attendance at one's post, can such children learn under these
conditions; haunting caf6s and cinemas when they should be in their places at school?
It appears, however, that this malaise does not only affect schoolchildren, but many
employers have to give special financial inducements and bonuses to employees
contingent upon such workers attending work for the entire week, and especially for
turning up on Monday morning. Indeed Britain, it appears, has acquired an
international reputation for absenteeism and strikes, described by other countries as
'The British Disease.' Absenteeism must be most inconvenient to employers, but must
be particularly depressing in schools and a source of great discouragement to teachers,
headmasters and, parents. Thus being so, how about absenteeism in the Church?
How depressing and discouraging it is to other members: and how does God look upon
it: and what does it tell about the absentee?

BRITISH SUNDAY

At one time, amongst the general population, especially in Scotland, where the
notion persisted (and still to some extent persists) that the 'Lord's Day' was 'The
Christian Sabbath' (and most of the Sabbath rules applied to Sunday), nothing ever
stirred on a Sunday, and that up in places like the Isle of Skye, no one would drive even
a very sick person to hospital on a Sunday. To buy petrol on a Sunday was virtually
impossible and could only be done very furtively from a 'rogue' petrol-station in
secrecy akin to drug-smuggling. The last time I bought petrol on Skye on a Sunday, we
had to sneak around the back of a shed and a young boy was posted, by the proprietor,
as a look-out. Indeed it was considered entirely shameful to buy even foodstuffs on a
Sunday; or to whistle; or to read anything of a trivial nature, like Sunday newspapers.
All that has changed radically now, of course, and Britain has a 'continental'
approach to Sunday: so that Sunday is now much the same as any other day of the
week. Most outings are particularly scheduled for a Sunday, nowadays, and all kinds of
sporting events take place. Golf tournaments, bowling championships, soccer matches,
running marathons, country rambles, etc. are more and more relegated to Sunday and
many shops, hotels, pubs, markets and social clubs are always open to cope with the
thriving demand.
There is, therefore, an increasing temptation of young people, and parents, to be
caught up in these events and for parents to be pressurised to take the children to the
beach; to the hockey match; Youth Club outing; the Boy-Scout week-end; the school
games, etc., etc. Parents are loathe to disappoint their kiddies and so if the event can not
be fitted in after church attendance, they are faced with the decision as to what they will
do: go to join their brethren at the Lord's Table or join the throngs at the sea-side.
EVERY FIRST DAY

Many denominational bodies observe the Lord's Table (the communion) only once
in three months; six months or annually, but this was not always so. The original
Church spread the Lord's Supper every first day of the week (Acts 20:7) and this
continued quite undisturbed until the fourth century when the R.C. Church decreed
(Council of Agatha in Lanqueroc A.D. 506) that "none should be esteemed good
Christians who did not communicate at least three times per year - at Christmas, Easter
and Whitsunday." This became the accepted standard and indeed it was considered very
presumptuous to commune oftener. This continued for 600 years until the Council of
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Lateran ruled that three times wastoooftenand thatonce would be enough: "anannual
communion at Easter was sufficient."

At the Reformation some of the reformers advocated a complete return to the
pattern of the early Church and that there be a communion every week. Even Calvin
said, "Every week, at least, the table of the Lord shouldhave been spreadfor Christian
assemblies, and the promises declared by which, in the partaking of it we might be
spiritually fed." In a sermon entitled "The Duty Of Constant Communion" the famous
John Wesley said, "It is no wonder that men who have no fear of God should never

think of doing this (constant communion). But it is strange that it should be neglected
by any that do fear God, and desire to save their souls; and yet nothing is more
common. One reason why many neglect it is, they are so much afraid of eating and
drinking unworthily, that they never think how much greater thedanger is when they do
not eat or drink at all." Much moreon this subjectcan be read in A. Campbell's "The
Christian System." Brother Campbell ends his discourse of this theme with these
remarks, "It does appear somewhat incongruous that arguments have to be submitted to
urge Christians to convene weekly around the Lord's Table. Much more in accordance
with the genius of our religion would it be to see them over-solicitous to be honoured

witha seatat the King's table, and asking with intense interest, might they be permitted
so often toeat in Hispresence and in honour of His love ... Butas the wantof appetite
for ouranimal sustenance is a symptom of ill-health, or approaching disease; so a want
of relish for spiritualfood is indicativeof a lack of spiritual health."
EVERY ONE OF YOU

We would surely have to agree with Brother Campbell. It does seem incongruous
thatarguments require to be submitted urging Christians to convene weekly around the
Lord's Table. The early Church continued steadfastly (consistently and constantly) not
only in prayers, fellowship and apostles doctrine, but also in the breaking of the loaf.
And so we have the clearexample of the early Church. Luke, some thirty years after
the institution of the Lord's Supper could say that (even these thirty years later) the
disciples came together upon the first day of the week to break bread (Acts 20:7).
They counted it as vitally important.

It was rightly regarded as important, because, after all, it was ordained of Almighty
God. There are at least two Holy Ordinances in the Christian economy: one being
water-baptism and the other being the Lord's Table. They were not devised by some
synod or committee of men, but came from the very vaults of heaven. How then can we

treatthem lightly? To treatGod'sordinances with a certain contempt, whether by casual
neglect or studiedindifference amounts to the same thing; and is sad, bad and serious.
We can worship God at any time; at any suitable moment; but we must come

together to break theloaf. Theearly disciples separatedto preach but came together to
worship. Wecan not break bread in isolation or by proxy (and there seems no need for

theelements to be taken to a hospital ward) but while we have health and strength we
should be with the Church when it assembles. We should be there, if physically able.
The Lord expects us to be there for Paul, concerning the collection, instructed, "that
upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God has
prospered him..." "Every one of you" is expected to be there.

The Lord's Table is a commemorative institution and by our personal attendance at
it we have an opportunity to show (declare, preach or proclaim) the Lord's death until
He comes. Paul, who was not present at the institution of the Supper, received

nevertheless an account of it from Christ almost verbatim to that given in the gospels.
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thus indicating the sheer weight of importance ascribed to every detail of it. During
Paul's rehearsal of the details of the institution he added these words, "For as often as

ye eat this bread and drink this cup ye do show the Lord's death until He come."
This is something that WE can do; and something we do by virtue of our attendance
and participation. Such opportunity is given to us now: until He comes or until we
leave this earthly scene. John Brown of Haddington (bom 1722) author of Dictionary
Of The Bible, and the Self-interpreting Bible, wrote a strong treatise (against the beliefs
of his church) on the necessity of holding a weekly communion. In answer to those

who suggested that the early Christians met every Lord's Day only becauseit mightbe
their last one (persecution and death being rife) John Brown replied that, even
supposing that were true (which it wasn't) it was still a good reason for meeting every
Sunday. He said we should indeed meet as if every Sunday was to be our last one.
OUR TRYSTING PLACE

Absenteeism at meetingsof the Church is not by any meansa new phenomenon, for
Paul found it necessary to exhort his brethren, in his day, to forsake not the assembling
of themselves together. His, Spirit inspired, advice was, "Let us draw near with true
heart in the full assurance of faith: Let us hold fast the profession of our faith

without wavering: and let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to
good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together as the manner of
some is, but exhorting one another: and so much the more as ye see that day
approaching." All this is encompassed in four verses (Heb. 10:22-25) and quite clearly
Paul equates the assembling of ourselves together with consideration for one another
and a provoking to good works. Absenteeism has quite the opposite effect. Our truancy
weakens the effort of the Church and discourages the brethren. It also weakens the
absentees and does not provoke love and good works. It is also a very bad example all
round; and particularly to the younger members. Such, says Paul, is the manner of
some.

Recently some acquaintances of ours were invited to the Queen's Annual Garden
Party at Holyrood Palace in Edinburgh. We can imagine the raptures of delight which
attend such an invitation and how some become quite giddy with the prospect of
actually being near to the Queen, and even the odd chance of making a curtsey or
exchanging a word. And yet, as brother Campbell remarks (above) we seem quite
capable of turning down the weekly honour of a place at the table of the King of Kings
and Lord of Lords.

The Lord's Table is our weekly trysting place with our Saviour. A trysting place is
where lovers have arranged to rendezvous. If at the appointed time one of the lovers is
to be found several miles away showing a preferred interest in someone else, what is
the other to think? Our trysting place with Jesus on the first day of the week is usually
well arranged. If at that time we are found playing bowls, mowing the lawn or taking
the sun, what is Jesus to think; and what kind of commentary is that on us?
'THIS DO" said Jesus, "in remembrance of Me." The main purpose is, therefore,

one of remembrance. We can only truly remember by being there. What can we find
in this life that can be more important that that?
We trace Thy love. The grief. Thy pains.
And Thy salvation free;
Lord, while a beating pulse remains.
We will remember Thee.
EDITOR.
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SEEKING THE LIVING AMONG THE DEAD
When Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of Jesus, and other women came

to the grave where the body of Jesus had been buried, they saw two men in dazzling
apparel and were terrified. The men asked the women: "Why do you seek the living

One among the dead?" This question causes all kinds of thoughts to run through my
mind.

When we think about the contrast of life and death as set forth in this passage we
can also put it in a spiritual sense. Paul said in Ephesians he had been "dead in sin"
before being united with Christ. Paul told the Colossians that tfiey had been dead in

their transgressions before being made alive together with Christ. John summed up all
the unsaved when he said "the whole world lies in the power of the evil one." In
Hebrews 2:14, Paul says that Satan "had the power of death" over those in the world.

Then, there is the sense in which people can be spiritually alive. Paul told the

Colossians that they had been dead in their transgressions before being made alive
together with Christ in act of baptism. In Rom. 6:1-11, Paul exhorts the Christians to

faithful lives and reminds them that they had a "newness of life," that they were alive
with Christ, and that they were alive to God in Christ Jesus. SO with this concept of
death and life, let's explore four thoughts.
SEEKING FAITH AMONG THE DEAD

Remember that this worid is filled with spiritually dead people. There is nothing in
this worid alive - eternally alive. Yet the majority of humanity is trying to find faith,
something to live for, the great purpose for existence. Paul addressed himself to this

issue in Colossians chapter two. He told these Christians that they shouldn't turn to
philosophy, empty deception, traditions of men, self-abasement, worship of angels, nor
visions caused by their fleshly minds. He warns them that their faith didn't stand on

self-made religion, self-abasement and severe treatment of the body.
Faith is not found among these dead things, but in the living Christ. Paul in
Colossians chapter one reminds these Christians that their faith has been established in

Christ who had been proclaimed to them through the preaching of the gospel. Faith,
today, isestablished inthe same manner: "Sofaith conies from hearing, and hearing
by the word of God."
SEEKING ETERNAL LIFE AMONG THE DEAD

John reminds the children of God he was writing to that theworid and the things of
the worid were in the process of passing away, dying. In Romans 6:21,22, Paul
contrasted life and death. He said that sin would lead to, and result in, death; while
those who had obeyed from the heart that form of teaching would have eternal life.
Paul summed up where life - real life - was when he wrote:

"If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things
above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on
the things that are on earth for you have died and your life is hidden with
Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then youalsowill
be revealed with him in glory" (Col. 3:1-4).
SEEKING HAPPINESS AMONG THE DEAD

The majority of people today are seeking happiness in the dying worid. They are
trying drugs, sex and pleasure. They are out to satisfy themselves and no one else. No

happiness isfound inany of these things, because they are unimportant. In fact, people
that use such things are likely to become slaves to them.
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Paul reminds the Christians at Corinth that their bodies were purchased by the

bloodof Christ,therefore they are not to be defiled. Our bodies are temples of the Holy
Spirit and are not to be polluted.

Sometimes Christians try to seek happiness by association and friendship with the
world. James wrote: "You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the

world is hostility towards God? Therefore who ever wishes to be a friend of the
world makes himself an enemy of God."
SEEKING MORALS, LIFE-STYLE, AMONG THE DEAD

One thing that is corrupting our society is sex without marriage. If you read very
much you soon are impressed with what thewriters of ourday think is on the minds of
people. More young people than ever, younger than ever, arebringing children into the
woridoutside of marriage. The idea of marriage is being attacked on every side. Many
that are married and want to dissolve that contract simply move out and move in with
someone else.

In 1 Corinthians 6:15-18, Paul discusses this situation. He pulls no punches, but

calls such a relationship sinful. In Hebrews 13:4 he wrote: "Let marriage be held in
honour among all, and let the marriage bed be undeflled; for fornicators and
adulterers God will judge."

So many are seeking a life-style through self-indulgence and lust. Paul described a
sister in Christas one "whogives herselfto wanton pleasure and is deadeven whileshe
lives." James said of some that they "lived luxuriously on the earth and led a life of
wanton pleasure; you have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter." There is a
day of slaughter coming for those who seek to give their lives to sexual selfgratification.

Are you seeking a qualitylife among the dead thingsof this world? You are looking
in the wrong place.
K. MARSHALL.

THE UNTOUCHABLES
There are people who, because of certain dangerous diseases, are quarantined,
isolated from the rest of humanity. There are a few dangerous mental patients that have
to be confined in isolation in mental hospitals. There are criminals who menace and
disrupt society who have to be locked behind steel bars in prison. Then thereis a fourth
group of individuals, a group of "untouchables," who are unconfined, unmolested,
unarrested and almost wholly unaffected. These untouchables are sinners beyond the
reach of the gospel. God has chosen the gospel as his power to reach sinners (Rom.
1:16). However, not all sinners can be reached with the gospel. The majority are
beyond the reach of the gospel. They are untouchables concerningthe gospel.
UNBELIEVERS

Atheists, agnostics and infidels are beyond the reach of the gospel. The atheist
disbelieves in the existence of God. The agnostic disclaims any knowledge of God. And
the infidel is sceptic and a doubter of the Supernatural. The Bible states, "But without
faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he
is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him" (Heb. 11:6).
God will not justify or overlook the unbeliever. God has given what he thinks, and
which is abundant and valid proof of his existence and authority. God made man and
knows what man is capable of believing and doing. In light of it God has spoken in his
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Word and said "The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God" (Psalm 14:1).
The fool looks at the earth and the multitude of stars and says they are an effect
without a cause. He observes the meticulous and precision design in them and says
there is design without a designer. He looks at the purpose of things in nature and says
there is purpose with no purposer, and he looks at life and says it came from something
dead. Indeed, he who denies God is foolish. His disbelief is inexcusable. Paul said in

Romans, "For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly
seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and
Godhead; so that they are without excuse" (Rom. 1:20).
The Psalmist says, "The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament
sheweth his handiwork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night
sheweth knowledge. There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not
heard" (Psalm 19:1-3).

Not only is God declared by his creation, but he has spoken to man down through
the ages by his prophets and finally through his Son (Heb. 1:1-2). God has given the
Bible to man, a product of about 1500 years of writing and about forty writers guided
by the Holy Spirit. The unbeliever who disbelieves in the light of all this overwhelming
evidence is untouchable and beyond hope of salvation.
CARNAL MINDED

Another group who cannot be reached with the truth are those who are worldly
minded, who mind the things of the flesh, Their life is given over to the satisfying of
their fleshly passions, whether it be by pouring wine, beer or whisky down their throats,
or participating in some type of immorality or one of the many other works of the flesh.
They live for the flesh, not for the Lord. Jesus described these individuals who could
not be reached with the truth. Jesus said, "And this is the condemnation, that light is
come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their
deeds were evil. For everyone that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to
the light, lest his deeds should be reproved" (John 3:19-20).
RELIGIOUSLY BLIND

The religiously blind are religious people willfully following error believing it to be
truth and truth to be error. In their mixed-up condition they thus reject the only way of
salvation and accept a man-made substitute based on the creeds of them. Like a
vaccination against a disease which gives the patient a mild case of the disease and
prevents, at the same time, the patient ever taking the disease in full effect in the future,
so does religious error as a whole. Those following error cannot be touched with the
truth as long as they wilfully choose to follow blind leaders.
TRAITORS
The traitor to the cause of Christ is the most abominable of the untouchables. The

Apostle Peter said, "For it had been better for them not to have known the way of
righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy
commandment delivered unto them" (2 Pet. 2:20). Then Peter presents two vivid
comparisons. One is a sow that had been washed and cleansed, but then decides that

wallowing in the mire is better. Th&other more sickening picture is a dog that prefers to
eat its own sickening vomit above all the good food in the world. The traitor is
personified in the sow and the vomit-eating dog. And no wonder, for the traitor had at
one time been a partaker of Divine mercy, clemency and love, was cleansed by the
precious blood of Christ, and then turns treacherously upon the bestower of such
unspeakable gifts and sells out and serves the Devil.
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Like Judas Iscariot, they would betray the Master for a paltry sum of thirty pieces of
silver and veneer their diabolical act with a kiss. Such super-hypocrisy is almost
incomprehensible. Yet there are those today who would betray Christ for a free dinner,
or a glass of beer, or one of the many other works of the flesh. Yes, of all the
untouchables, the traitors are the worst of the lot.
R. PAGE.

Conducted by
Frank Worgan

"What does 1st Thesselonians 5:20 mean when it says 'Do not
despise prophesying"'?
When one encounters a problem passage it is important to consider the context.
In practice, this means looking at the verses which go before and those which
follow. That is always sound advice, and it is advice worth following as we consider the
question before us this month.
1. First, consider the text in context.
2. Look at what is actually stated.
3. Consider the implied significance.
1. In this case, the previous verse (vl9) says 'Quench not the Spirit.'
Now, the Spirit referred to, is unquestionably the Holy Spirit. Notice that in this
verse the Present Imperative tense is used, which means that we have here a statement
which relates to something which the believers in Thessalonica had evidently been
doing and were continuing to do up to that moment
An 'Imperative' is a command, or an instruction, consequently the sense of this
particular verse is, quite literally, 'Do not continue to quench the Spirit'. This tells us
that the Thessalonians were doing something which gave offence to the Holy Spirit.
They were disregarding - and periiaps even repressing - a particular manifestation of
the Spirit.
We see from the next verse that the specific gift involved was the gift of
prophecy. The word which is translated 'prophesyings' (proheteia), occurs on only two
other occasions (1 Cor. 14:6,22), where Paul discusses the exercise of spiritual gifts.
The Church at Thessalonica, therefore is told in effect, 'Do not continue to do what

you have be doing, in quenching, or suppressing, this manifestation of the Spirit'.
Certainly, at the very least, they were discouraging the exercise of the prophetic
gift.
2. The apostolic command in verse 19, is followed by the verse at which we are
now looking, verse 20. 'And do not despise prophesying'. This reveals why the Holy
Spirit was being grieved, and here again, we have a Present Imperative, so that it
means, 'Do not continue to despise prophesying.'
You will find that there is a significant difference between the Authorised Version
and many modem versions, in the way in which verse 19 and 20 are rendered.
In the A.V. we have two short sentences; "Quench not the Spirit Despise not
prophesyings." But in modem versions - (the Revised Standard Version for example) -
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only a comma separates the two commands, so that they read as one sentence.
"Do not quench the Spirit, do not despise prophesying." The implication is that, to
despise 'prophesying' was to quench the Spirit.
Clearly, then, Paul, writing under the inspiration of that same Spirit, regarded the
exercise of that particular gift, the gift of prophecy, as of very real importance to the
spiritual growth and well being of the infant Church in Thessalonica.
3.

Now, this letter was written during the Second Missionary Journey, and is,

therefore reliably regarded as one of the earliest of the apostolic letters. It was written
after Paul had left Thessalonica and has arrived at Corinth, about 50 AD, where he

stayed for 18 months. (Acts 18:11). We arrive at this date because we know that the
proconsul Gallio, who is mentioned in the next verse, took up his position in Corinth
about that time.

The letter was probably written about 51 or 52 AD.
It is even likely, although not expressly stated, that it was Paul himself who
imparted spiritual gifts to the Thessalonian Church as he had at Corinth during the year
and a half he remained in that city.

1

4. On the matter of spiritual gifts in the infant Church, we leam that Paul
informed the Ephesian believers, that prophets were among the Lord's gifts to the
Church (Eph. 4:11).
Earlier in the same letter he had stated that apostles and prophets had laid the
foundation on which the Church is built; that foundation being Christ himself (Eph.
2:20).

1

He followed this, in chapter 3:5, with the assertion that the Spirit used apostles and
prophets as instrumentsfor the revelation of new truth.
Although there are no such inspired men alive today, it should not be difficult for
anyone to understand that in those days apostles and prophets fulfilled an essential role
in the revelation of the truth and the establishment of the Church.

After all, the New Testament had not then been compiled. Indeed, as I have already

\ implied, many of the books which comprise our present New Testament, had not even
Vbeen written. Therefore, instead of being able to study written instruction and teaching,

^we find the prophecy - oral instruction - was the means by which the early Christians
;ivere taught.

Bear in mind, also, that the word 'prophesying' does not mean that a new revelation

!

was presented every time the prophet opened his mouth!
The word 'profetes' means 'to speak forth', and cover, preaching and teaching
generally. The prophets who served the early Church simply delivered the Spirit's
message, and the exercise of the gift of prophecy meant that they were led by the Spirit,

N

tospeak inorder that the Church might bestrengthened and built up.
5.
Now it is clear from our text, (1 Thess. 5:20), that at least some of the
Thessalonian Christians had been inclined to undervalue this particular gift, because the
word 'despise' means 'set at nought'. So Paul is urging them, not to 'set at nought' these
Spirit-led teachers, or the messages they delivered, but to treat them with respect.
However, he also issues this warning; 'Test everything'. In other words, 'Be on your
guard, and hold fast what is good' (verse 21).
I stress again that this instruction - to pay attention to the prophets - was valid as

long as the spiritual gifts, which included apostles and prophets, remained. But when
they were removed, the specific or special sense of these words ceased to apply.
6. Yet, of course, there is a sense in which they still contain a message for us
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today.

'Prophesying' means 'speaking forth'. And prophecy, in the general sense of the
word, is that which is preached. It is preaching and teaching.
There is no one today who possesses the gift of prophecy about which Paul writes,
and we have no 'inspired' or 'Spuit-led' messengers; no apostles and prophets, such as
those who served the infant Church.

But we do have those who preach and teach that which the Holy Spirit has
preserved for us and presented to us in the Word. We have inherited the rich blessing of
'all things that pertain to life and godliness', in the New Testament scriptures. We
have the recorded words of 'holy men of God who were moved by the Holy Spirit.' (2
Pet. 1:3, & 1:21).

7. Today, it is as imperative as it ever was, that we who love the Lord do not
under-value, despise or set at nought, the preaching and teaching of the Word of God.
We should never forget that the Lord himself told his apostles, 'He, who listens to
you, listens to me; he, who rejects you, rejects me, and he, who rejects me, rejects
Him who sent me.' (Luke 1:16). This means that whenever the Word of God is
faithfully presented we should receive it with open ears and open hearts.
Incidentally, I wonder how anyone can claim to accept the authority of Christ,
whilst rejecting the writings of the apostles whom he authorized to speak on his behalf?
(Questions should be sent to: Frank Worgan, 5 Gryfebank, Houston,
Renfrewshire, Scotland, PA6 7NZ)

THE LORD'S SUPPER (6) - QUESTIONS QUESTIONS
WHY

This is the most important question in Christianity, from why did Christ die to every
thing we do and think. We must all have a clear understanding of the basic reason
behind all our thoughts and actions. Are they something that God requires of us, or are
they requirements of our own or of man's tradition? The same desire should be in us to

ask of each ofthe aspects of the Lord's supper, why do we meet when we do, why do J
we meet at all, why do we:- have one loaf, have several loaves, use leavened, use
unleavened bread, have one cup, have individual cups, why do we drink what we do/
We all need to be clear when we are following God's way and when our own or another
man's tradition. The "Scriptures Standard's" plea for "a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning" should be each one's own objective and not driven by
Alexander Campbell, David King or more recent popular figures, Our only object
should be, as Paul said in opening his chapter on the Lord's Supper "Be ye followers
(mimickers - 3402) of me, even as I also am of Christ. Now I praise you, brethren,
that ye remember me in all things, and keep the ordinances (traditions - 3862) as I
delivered them to you" (1 Cor, 11:1-2). The Greek word for "all things" of "remember
me in all things" is panta (3956) and implies a totality, as in Mt. 28:18-20. All power is
given me ... Go and teach all nations ... observe all things. The requirement on us is
then of complete obedience in all things. We have no excuse for modifying any New
Testament practice to bring it into the 20th-21st century. That is why the question of
'why' should ever be on our lips. In the Jewish Passover the children are expressly

required to ask their father to explain the reason for each thing and action (fulfilling Ex.
13:14), and if no children are present, the participants have to ask each other. Let us
encourage this attitude to the Lord's supper.
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WHEN

Under the law of Moses the timing of the Passover, from the selection of the lamb
to the feast, was very precise. Under the new covenant the wording is far less specific
for Paul only says "as often as" (1 Cor. 11:26). Views range from the Quakers and
Salvation Army that it is not required today, through the Jehovah Witnesses and
Messianic Jews who keep it annually as a strict replacement of the Jewish Passover, to
the Roman Catholics who say "Mass" at any time and for many special occasions.
Examples from the New Testament show that- Jesus rose from the dead on the first day
of the week (Jn. 20:1) later the same day He stood in the midst of disciples (Jn. 20:19).
The next first day (eight days later) joined them again and showed Thomas His side (Jn.
20:26). Six weeks later on Ae day of First Fruits (Num. 28:26) the Church was founded
on the first day of the week (Acts 2:1). Paul gave commandment to the Galatians and
Corinthians that "upon the first day of the week let every one lay by in store" (I
Cor. 16:2). Luke tells that the church at Traos came together on the first day of the
week to break bread (Acts 20:7). It should be noted that in Acts 20:6 it was "after the
days of unleavened bread" clearly then disciples "broke bread" after the Jewish
Passover (our Easter) and it could not therefore have been associated with Pasch. Those

who support an unlimited celebration of the feast quote the daily breaking of bread in

Acts 2:48. This has to be challenged as Paul in 1(ilor. 11:21 denounces those come to
eat for the sake of being hungry because what they were doing in Acts 2:46 was for meat
(= food - Strong's 5160). The Jewish day began at sunset (Gen. 1:5) it seems from Acts
20:7 that as Paul preached until midnight and that they met on the first day (Acts 20:7)
that they must have met on the Saturday evening. This practice is recorded to last until
the 5th century in Egypt (Socrates - Eccl. Hist.) however Pliny records in AD 110 that
they kept the feast in the very early morning to prevent any association with the Agape.
WHERE

Jesus said "where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in
the midst" (Mt. 18:20). Those who belong to Christ are the temple of God and His
Holy Spirit dwells within them (2 Co. 6:16; 1 Cor. 6:19). No special location is
therefore prescribed in which Christians are to meet because "Thus saith the LORD,
The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool: where is the house that ye
build unto me? and where is the place of my rest?" Isa. 66:1.
WHO

Whilst no significance whatsoever is placed on the place where Christians should
congregate, great importance is given to who should attend. Those that the Lord
considers unfit "eat and drink damnation to themselves" 1 Cor. 11:29. The question
then arises as to what restraints, if any, should be placed on allowing those who wish to
partake of the feast. Paul gives the rule that "if any man that is called a brother be a
fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an
extortioner; with such an one do not to eat." (1 Cor. 5:11) as the wicked are to be
removed from among the Church (1 Cor. 5:13). Against these clear cases Jesus warns
that we "Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what judgment ye judge, ye

shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you
again. And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but
considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye?" (Mt. 7:1-3). The apostle in
Romas 14 lays down some guidance on where the line should be drawn between
toleration and condemnation. Each case will require careful, prayerful consideration.
For those outside Christ, at least they should be counselled of the caution of 1 Cor.
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11:29, or, following the early Church practice, of clearly only allowing those who have
been baptized to partake, (but observing Col. 4:6).
WHAT TO WEAR

James (2:3,4) warns that no distinction should be made towards the man wearing
fine clothes and the poor man. Men are not to wear hats or have long hair (1 Cor. 11:4).
The practice of the clergy of orthodox churches wearing highly elaborate headgear and
fine clothes as a mark of recognition has no place in the New Covenant. As all those
who have accepted its terms are priests unto God (Rev. 1:6; 1 Pet. 2:9). Women too are
to wear modest apparel and without 'costly array' (1 Tim. 2:9) and are required to have
their heads 'covered', whether this means a veil or long hair must be left to another
place to discuss. The subject cannot however be removed from discussion and Paul's
reason for placing the issue so close to the passage on the Lord's supper has to be
explored.
HOW

Paul makes it plain that the Lord's supper was not a time for eating to remove
hunger nor to get drunk (1 Cor. 11:21) as eating a meal was to be done in their houses
(1 Cor. 11:22). Coming to the table of the Lord with the right preparation is then
required, this extends to us being required to examine ourselves (1 Cor. 11:28) and any
differences with a brother these should be reconciled beforehand (Mt. 5:23,24).
Corinthians 11:23,24 says that "Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks he

brake it". Much discussion has arisen as to whether Jesus broke a portion off for
Himself and passed the remaining entire loaf to the disciples or whether He broke the
loaf in pieces and distributed the pieces. Mark and Matthew's account says Jesus brake .
. . the disciples ate (Mt. 26:26; Mk. 14:22) this would imply that the "this do in
remembrance of me" in Luke 22:19 refers to the whole act of the supper not the
disciples taking a piece off the loaf as some suggest. In the Jewish Passover, prayers are
first said, aperitifs taken, then the host takes the middle of three Matzahs and breaks it
in two (as a symbol of humility) and the larger part is hidden away. After the meal this
is taken out fi-om hiding and is eaten as symbol of the paschal lamb. There does not
seem to be specific instructions as to how this is taken from the broken matzah, but

earlier in the feast the other half is broken off by each participant. In the Apostle's /
Teaching prayer was said over the bread that had already been broken. This seems to be
the only reference before AD180 on this aspect of the Lord's supper. Alexander'
Campbell's "Christian System" under 'Breaking the Loaf - Proposition 5 says "The one
loaf must be broken before the saints feed upon it." Brother King in the September
"Ecclesiastical Observer" of 1873 said "The act of breaking is not said to represent
anything; nor does it . . . breaking is an accidental necessity not expressive of any
corresponding feature". There is then some cause to pause and reconsider if the
practices we use today are the correct ones in breaking the bread. After the bread Jesus
took a cup, gave thanks, and all the disciples drank of it (Mark 14:23) and when they
had sung a hynm they went out. (Mk. 14:26).The Galatians were also required to "lay
by in store" on the first of the week (1 Cor. 16:2). It would seem proper then, as was the
practice of the early Church, to use this opportunity to make this collection which was
not an appendage to the service but an essential part of having "fellowship". The other
guidance in the New Testament for the details required of this feast puts strict limits on
the role of women (1 Tim. 2:12).

God willing, next month, this series will be concluded by suggesting answers to
these and the other matters that have been raised.
BRIAN BOLAND.
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SCRIPTURE
READINGS
Dec. 6

Isaiah 40:1 -17

Luke 3:1 -23 & 38

Dec. 13 Deut.6:I-19

Luke4:i-15

Dec. 20 Isaiah 61

Luke 4:16-41

Dec.27 Leviticus 14:1 -20 Luke4:42,5:16
JOHN THE BAPTIST PREPARES
THE WAY

The ministry of John was at the con

clusion of the Jewish age. His message
was exclusive to the commonwealth of

Israel. 'To his preaching of reformation,
an immersion of reformers for the remis

sion of sins committed under the law,
was added. Multitudes flocked to him,

confessed their sins against God under
the economy of Moses, and were
immersed, confessing their sins, and
reforming from them. He proclaimed
that the Messiah was soon to appear
nay, that He stood among them, though
they knew Him not and that they should
believe in Him who was to come after

him". (Alexander Campbell).
There is a number of points to be

\

noted about John's baptism. He baptised
in the name of God and not in the name

v of Jesus; he baptised into no name; he

^^did notbaptise anyone into theChristian
faith; his immersion brought no man
into the kingdom of heaven. Christian
baptism, then, differs from John's in four

particulars: First, in the name or by the
authority by which it is done. Second,
into the name, into which it is done.
Third, the faith upon which it is done.
Fourth, the kingdom or institution into
which it introduces us. "The state in
which John's immersion left his discri-

ples, was a state of preparation for the
kingdom of heaven, which at first must

be

gradually developed and progres

sively exhibited to the world. But the
state

in

which

Christian

immersion
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leaves the disciples of Jesus, is the king
dom of heaven - a state of righteousness,
peace, joy, and possessed of the Holy
Spirit of adoption into the family of
God" (Campbell).
THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS

We find two tables of genealogy
pertaining to Jesus: here in Luke 3 Mat
thew 1. There are similarities, but also
differences. Why is this? First off, Mat
thew begins with Abraham and ends
with Joseph, Jesus' legal father. Luke
begins with Jesus and ascends all the
way to Adam. The lineages differ from
David down, but agree from David up.
Apologies for quoting Mr. Campbell
again: ". .. Luke gives the natural desc
ent of Jesus by his mother from David, it
behooved him to trace Eli, her father, up
to David, through that branch of David's
family in the line of Nathan. Whereas
Matthew, intending only to show his
legal descent by his reputed father
Joseph, from David, he traces the ances
try of Joseph up to David through that
branch of David's family descended
from Solomon . . . David was the

ancestor of both Joseph and Mary, but
by different sons".
It is very important to note these
points from the genealogical tables:
father often denotes ancestor, son
means sometimes no more than descen

dant, and the term begat only denotes
the line of descent. A big question is:
why does Luke call Joseph a son of Eli
and Matthew call him a son of Jacob? I

am afraid I have not the space available
to deal with this question. Suffice to say
that Campbell answers it in detail in his
publication The Christian Baptism
volume VI dates 1828. It is one of the

most revealing articles I have ever read
from his pen.
THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS

Satan tempted Jesus by appeals to
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes
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and the pride of life (1 John 2:16). His
strategy was not new. In fact this was the
very approach he made to Eve all those
years ago (Genesis 3:1-7). Jesus resisted
him by appealing in turn to the word of
God. As I often say, it was a good job
Jesus knew what was written. Likewise,

we need to know the word today to
overcome our enemy, who is still as
active as ever in his attempts to destroy
all those who belong to God. Those who
are ignorant of God's revelation are truly
duck-soup for the old Serpent. He will
devour them easily and speedily. They
can give little resistance, if any.
It is clear from this passage of Scrip
ture (4:1-13) that Satan is a personality.
Jesus had a conversation with him. You
do not have a conversation with some

sort of evil force. I know a lot of people
who do not believe in the devil. Some of
them claim to be Christians and some

the Gentiles at all. In fact, they believed
that "God had created the Gentiles to be
fuel for the fires of hell". Who did this

young Jesus, the son of Joseph, diink he
was? Their fury led to His being taken
from the synagogue and the town with
the intention of throwing Him off a cliff.
But He overcame them. However, from
now on. He would have a different view
of Nazareth.

JESUS HEALS MANY

In this portion of Scripture, we read
of Jesus driving out an evil spirit from a
man in the Capernaum synagogue (4:3135); healing Simon Peter's mother-inlaw (4:38-39) and many others suffering
from various sicknesses (4:40); restoring
many who were demon possessed
(4:41); and cleansing a leper (5:12-14).
These actions were proof positive that
Jesus of Nazareth was the Messiah, the

I once visited Nazareth. I thought a

Son of the Living God. No man could
do these miracles except God were with
Him (John 3:2). Surely this was the one
prophesied by John the Baptist (3:1517). Sadly, many did not recognise him
as such, which is quite unbelievable to
me. Mark you, I cannot understand why

lot about Jesus when I was there. What

so many reject Jesus today despite all

was it really like for Him? How did He
get on with family and neighbours as He
grew up? What was his education like?
Did He impress His teachers? How hard

the available evidence. I guess it is best

are even numbered with the clergy.
Surely this is his greatest deception:
leading people into thinking that he
himself does not exist?

JESUS REJECTED AT NAZARETH

did He work in the family business?
There are so many questions that come
to mind.

Luke tells us about a visit there that

summed up in these words: There is J
none so blind as he who will not see;
there is none so deaf as he who will not
hear.

THE CALLING OF THE FIRST
DISCIPLES

nearly resulted in His death. His fellow-

Peter, James and John were humble
fishermen. However, Jesus called them

worshippers in the synagogue did not

for special service - to be His righthand

like what He said following a reading
from the book of Isaiah. One thing He
said was: "I tell you the truth, no pro

what responsibilities it brought! They

phet is accepted in his home town"
(4:24, N.I.V.). How true! Jesus went on
to pay a compliment to the Gentiles.
This really infuriated His audience. You
see, Jews at that time had no regard for

men. What a privilege this was! But
were to be eye-witnesses and ear-wit-

nesses for the Master. They were His
chosen disciples. The word disciples
means "a learner", and what they learned
about Him had to be passed on to others.
They were to be numbered with the

/
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twelve

apostles.

The

word

apostle

means "one who is sent out". So we can

say that they were sent out to be His
heralds, His envoys and His ambas
sadors to men. I think it is great that
Jesus did not choose men from the uni

versities, academies or colleges; but He

continual interruptions they presently
endure. All the glasses and books
"Where there is no doctor" and the new
book "Where women have no doctor"

have arrived safely. We thank God. I
have been noting that most of the new
congregation require Ewe or Twi Bibles.

chose men from those who had learned

In the month of November we will deal

the lessons of life in the business of

with this in one exercise. Last year in
Ghana we found a bookshop which sold

living.
IAN S. DAVIDSON,

the same Bibles that we ordered in Ewe

Motherwell.

and Twi at a fraction of the cost we have

TEST YOU BIBLICAL
KNOWLEDGE
1.

Name Abraham's second wife.

2. To what place did Moses flee from
Egypt?

3. Name the prophet that rebuked
David.

4.

Who was Elisha's servant?

5. Who provided Solomon with timber
to build the temple?

6. Who was chosen queen instead of
Vashti?

^
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7. Whobound his own hands and feet
with Paul's girdle?
8. Which angel foretold Jesus's birth?
9. Whom did Paul find in Lystra?
10. Who was sumamed Thaddaeus?

been paying and they were already in
Ghana. We will contact this shop. The
solar lamps appear to have been a good
investment but they have not been
trouble free. Most of the churches where

they are installed are now onto their
second bulb. The bulbs were meant to

last 8,000 hours and cost £8 each but we

only seem to have got 8 months out of a
bulb on average. Perhaps the high tem
perature in Ghana has affected the life

span of these bulbs. It is a small price to
pay for light. I have sent another pack of
spare bulbs. One lamp has a broken
component which does not affect it
giving light and the manufacturers have
sent a replacement at no charge. One

other lamp needs repairing. I would like
to once again thank everyone who con
tinues to support the work in Ghana,
without your help the present work
could not continue. It is a long time
since I gave anyone an update on how
much we have collected for Ghana in

GHANA UPDATE
It is only a few months since we last
heard of an increase in growth of the
Lords Church in Upper Volta. The
Church continues to grow amidst prob
lems that most of the Scripture Standard
readership will never experience. The
new congregation in Dambai are having
a particularly hard time and for £150
they could purchase a small piece of
land and worship the Lord without the

the Scripture Standard. 1 hope I may be
excused for mentioning this but as you
read this (in November) we will have
passed the £100,000 mark, collected and
sent to Ghana. I hope this will encourage
you to keep pressing forward towards
the goal. I would like to close this
update by sharing with you a salutation

from Ghana I received yesterday. "Warm
greetings again from Okumah. I never
doubt the peace that you are enjoying;
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since you are always in the Lord. We're
also in the same envelope. Glory always
unto His name - Amen."

Please make cheques payable to
Graeme Pearson (Ghana Appeal), and
send to 0. Pearson, 13 Fairways, Dun-

Hindley) was given as 6 The Mews,
Hindley, whereas it should be 7 (seven)
The Mews. Sorry for any confusion
caused.
EDITOR.

fermline, Fife, KY12 ODU, Scotland.
Tel: 01383 728624.

EMERGENCY APPEAL

KIRKCALDY

Saturday, 14th November, 1998
at 2.00 p.m.
200 Year Anniversary Celebration
Speaker: Bro. Albert Winstanley
Please tell us if you are planning to be
with us for our celebration. This will

TIDAL DISASTER - PNG
Sister Ruth Coles is pleased to report
that the response to the September
appeal has been so good that no further
donations are now required. Thanks to
all who came to the aid of our PNG
brethren.

help us organise the catering and any
hospitality which may be required.
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Please give us a call on 01592 772334.
For those who have already replied a
further letter with times and directions
will be sent during October 1998.
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ALLAN J. MOVES, (Sec.).
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NEW SECRETARY
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In our last issue, the address of Colin

Hilton (new secretary at Argyle Street,
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