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JANUARY, 1996

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR READERS
THE MERCIES OF GOD RECALLED AND TRUST EXPRESSED

H:
*
*

*
*
*

"But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope; the steadfast love of
the Lord never ceases. His mercies never come to an end; they are new
every morning; great is Thy faithfulness. 'The LORD is my portion'
says my soul, therefore I will hope in Him". (Lamentations 3:21-24).
GOD BLESS THY COMING YEAR
THY COMING IN. THY GOING OUT
THY REST, THY TRAVELLING ABOUT

THE ROUGH, THE SMOOTH
THE BRIGHTT,THE DEAR
GOD BLESS THY YEAR

:ic
*
Hi
He

PROFITABLE FOR REPROOF & CORRECTION
The Primus of the Episcopalian Church in Scofland, the "Most Reverend" Richard
Holloway has been "sounding ofT again about the Bible, and perhaps I can do no better
than quote a short report from last week's "Daily Mail": viz. "One of Scotland's most senior
church-men last night called for the Bible's moral code to be re-written. Episcopalian
Bishop Holloway described the Bible as a 'male-centred, patriarchial creature of its time'
and said that it should be revised for every generation. He criticised calls to return to socalled Biblical morality and said society faced moral challenges unthinkable a generation
ago. Speaking at Strathclyde University in Glasgow, he said that there was a need for a
constant debate on the best moral system. 'The Bible is still a useful guide' he said, "But we
have to recognise it as a creature of its time. This is particularly true of its moral systems.
We need to engage in debates about the best moral systems, need to identify where changes
can be made, where things can be abandoned, where we should overturn old ways'. (The
Bishop raised eyebrows this year when he was quoted as saying God gave humans
promiscuous genes and it would be wrong to condemn people who followed their
instincts)". (Unquote).
Readers may remember that I have mentioned this Bishop previously in connection with
similar disparaging utterances on the Bible: e.g. that the Bible "is the book that keeps
women in chains"; that the Bible is "the big problem" in society: that the Bible "gives good
advice but also bad advice": that the Bible "contains statements "that can't be true": that the

Bible contains "as much dross as gold": that the Bible contains "as much out-of-date
nonsenseas enduringwisdom": and that "we must have the courage to rejecfthe^its of the
Bible that are not of God". Earlier this year the Bishop was accused of condoning adultery
(arising from a statement he made to a journalist that since "God had given us our
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promiscuous genes it would be wrong for the Church to condemn people who have
followed their instincts".) One man at one of the Bishop's lectures, rightly quoted Paul as
saying that fomicators and adulterers would notenter the Kof H butthe Bishop replied that
"this passage was a Pauline fit and part of the kind of Christianity that sought to bully
peopleinto righteousness, compassion and charity.
Needless to say these accommodating remarks arc going down very well with the
general public and the Bishop is acquiring a certain popularity in some quarters. However,
the situation probably reminds us of the conditions prevailing in the time of Jeremiah where
"the prophets prophesied falsely" and "the people loved to have it so". (Jer. 5:31).
BISHOP'S SENTIMENTS NOT SHARED BY JESUS

There is nothing new in these criticisms, of course, and it is par-for-the-course these
days for clergymen to belittle the book they are paid to uphold. The Bible, however, is an
impregnable rock, and has survived the many assaults and stomns that have assailed it, or
(to change the figure), is an anvil that has worn out countless hammers of atheism,
secularism. Higher Criticism, etc. Nobody needs to defend the Bible: it can well defend

itself. As the little boyremarked when he saw the armed security guard posted at the door
of the lion's cage, "Why don't they let it out: it would soon protect itself; and thisjust as
true of the Bible. True Bible students repudiate all these derogatory remarks from the
Bishopon the grounds that every word of scripture was dictated by the Spiritof God, and
the Holy Spirit can not be guilty of stating facts "that can not be true", nor of producing
dross and much out-of-date nonsense. When we cast reproach upon the Bible we cast it at
the Holy Spirit and that is a very serious and dangerous thing to do. By contrast, we find
that although Jesus referred continuously to "the scriptures" (the O.T.) He never ever

uttered one syllable of criticism of the scriptures; but ratherendorsed every word as being
true, wholesome and accurate. Neverdid Jesus even make a veiled hint that the scriptures
might contain untruths, or give bad counsel or deal in nonsense: rather the reverse. On one

occasion Jesus said to the Sadducees, "Ye do err not knowing the scriptures, nor the
power of God". (Matt. 22:29). Likethe Bishop, the Sadducees thought that some things in
the Bible "could not be true" (in their case they could not believe in the resurrection) and so
they plied Jesus with the teaser about the seven brothers whohad the same wife. His reply
showed theyerred on two counts (1) Theyfailed to know that the O.T. acknowledged the
resurrection, and (2) They failed to take into account "the power of God". According to
Jesus, their ignorance of the scriptures caused them to err. According to the Bishop, the
scriptures could cause us to err. Surely we, too, limit the power of God if we regard God
incapable of conveying His word infallibly to mankind, and thereafter preserving it.
THE O.T. SCRIPTURES

The Bible is composed of an Old Testamentand a New: let us look, first of all, at the Old.

The apostle Petertellsus that "in old time" (in O.T. times) prophecy came not by the will of
man "but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit" (2 Peter
1:21). The words penned did not originate with the human writers but were dictated by the
Spirit of God. Space doesnotallow many illustrations of this butone example would be Jer.

36:2. "T^ke thee a roll of a book, and write therein all the words that I have spoken
unto thee against Israel, and against Judah, and against all the nations, from the day I
spake unto thee, from the days of Joslah, even unto this day". Anothermight be Ezek.
1:3 "The word of the Lord came expressly unto Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, In
the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and the hand of the Lord was there

upon him". Other examples of verbal inspiration of the O.T. might be 2 Sam. 23:2 "The

Spirit of the Lord spake by me and His word was In my tongue". Isaiah says (1:2)
"Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth, for the Lord hath spoken". Jer. 1:7
"Whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak... Behold I have put My wordsIn thy
mouth". Ezek. 2:7 "Thou shalt speak My words unto them". Luke 1:7 He (the Lord
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God) spake by the mouth of His holy prophets which have been since the world
began". Acts 1:16 "The Holy Spirit by the mouth of David spoke concerning Judas"
These few random examples could be greatly multiplied and could include the writings of
Daniel, Amos, Ezra, Nehemiah, and indeed all other prophets. As Peter says, their words
came not by the will of man, but God moved them (breathed upon them) to write what they
wrote, by His Spirit. The tablets of stone containing the Law chiseled by Moses, were, we
are told "written with the finger of God". (Ex. 31:18). In the following chapter we read,
"And the tables were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God graven
upon the tables". (Ex. 32:16). Moses' writings were actually God's writings and Moses
wrote as we know, the first five books of the O.T. Jesus regarded the words of Moses as "the
words of God". In His controversy with the Pharisees over their attempts to nullify the
Mosiac Law by their own traditions, Jesus accused them of "laying aside the
commandment of God" that they might hold the traditions of men. In giving an example
of what He meant, Jesus described how they tried to avoid the force of the fifth
commandment and, in consequence, "making the word of God of none effect". Thus
Jesus equates the writings of Moses as the word of God. It is of interest to note that when
Aaron and Miriam (Num. 12) despised Moses for marrying an Ethiopian woman, they were

taken aside by God and severely rebuked for daring to speak ill of God's faithful servant
Moses. God infonned them that He thought so highly of Moses that He did not speak to
him, (as He did to other prophets) in visions and in dreams, but "directly, mouth to mouth,
and face to face".

My purpose in emphasising the fact that the O.T. scriptures consist of God's own and
actual words, (and that the human pen men were merely the instruments of God in
producing His word) is to show that, this being so, there is no possibility of the O.T.
containing the dross, bad counsel and nonsense charged by the Bible's critics. "Thus saith
the Lord'' occurs some 2,000 times in the O.T.
THE N.T. SCRIPTURES

The N.T., as an integral part of the scriptures and complementary to the O.T., is also a
product of the inspirational work of the Holy Spirit.
The writer to the Hebrews says, (1:1) "God, who at sundry times and in divers
manners, spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets hath in these last days,
spoken unto us by His Son". This coincides with what we have stated so far, i.e. that GOD
did speak to mankind in times past through His prophets, but has in these recent days
spoken to us by His Son, Jesus Christ. Even the most simple, unlettered, peson can
understand what Jesus says, and there must be few indeed in the worid who could accuse
Jesus of giving bad advice, or indulging in untruths or out-of-date nonsense. However, Jesus
had apostles and delegated part of His total authority to them, instructing them to "Go
therefore and teach all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you ..." (Matt. 28:19). These instructions were carried out and the things
taught by Christ and the apostles were eventually committed permanently to print: now
forming the contents of the N.T. Naturally, Jesus did and said much more than is recorded,
but John says "... these are written that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the

Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through His name".
And so, according to Paul, it is GOD, who spake in times past through the prophets, who
speaks to us today through His Son, Jesus, Himself acknowledged this and confessed, "I
have many things to say and to judge of you but He that sent Me is true; and I speak

to the world those things which I have heard of Him", and "... I do nothing of Myself,
but as My Father hath taught Me, I speak those things". (John 8:26). Thus even Jesus
followed the long tradition of prophets and spoke only the words given to Him by God. In
sending out the apostles Jesus confirmed the authority He vested in them, as God's
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BY PUBLIC DEMAND
Have you noticed how "Public Demand" is increasingly influencing the direction of
religious activity? In today's edition of The Daily Mail, for instance, there is an article which
illustrates the growing acrimony between Church of Scotland ministers and their
congregations: and the dire financial consequences. I quote: "Bitter feuds between ministers
and congregations have cost the Church of Scotland £250,000 in the last five years, a Kirk
report revealed yesterday. The in-fighting has been so intense that ministers and their
families have to pack up and leave the manse. Others have left the ministry altogether to
take up other professions such as teaching. Committee Convener, Rev. Gordon Jamieson,
says that he believes that the problems that new ministers face show that church members
are more willing than ever to question what the new pastor does and says. Nowadays
ministers have to acquaint their congregations with how they wish to do things and a
consensus is reached. In some cases there is so much disagreement that they have to part
company, and since you can't move a congregation, the minister has to go" (Unquote). The
newspaper article then cited one or two examples of where, and why, some ministers "Had
to go". I quote: "Cases where ministers have fallen out with their congregations include one
where a Kirk minister, with leanings towards Episcopalianisn, insisted on placing candles on
the communion table. His 'High' view of worship included 'responses' - with the result that
members of the congregation branded him as a Romanist. His removal was recommended
and he left his charge after the General Assembly confirmed the verdict.
In yet another case, the Rev. Sandy Shaw started a rumpus at his Kirk in Auldeam, near
Nairn, by refusing to baptise any more infants. He declared "Personsshould only be baptised
when they repent their sins, and come to believe in Jesus Christ. Age has nothing whatever
to do with it'! The General Assembly later threw out his appeal against the decision of the
Inverness Presbytery which sacked him. After 24 years in the pulpit Mr. Shaw and his
family were given three months to vacate the manse.
A further example was when, soon after his arrival, a minister discovered that some of
the elders in the Parish were women. He quickly made known his belief that women were
not acceptable either as elders or ministers. This became one of the issues in a tug-of-war
with the Kirk Session, which later reached presbytery level. The minister was asked to leave
and he later found a job outside the Church of Scotland". (Unquote).
CHANGED DAYS FOR THE CLERGY

What can we learn from this report and the way things are going in the denominational
world? Firstly it is quite obvious that, increasingly, the clergy are losing the once almost
impregnable position they previously enjoyed in congregations of the Church of Scotland
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and other denominations. At one time, young ministers, fresh from university or theological
college, arrived with their M.A. or "Doctor of Divinity" degree and would expect little
challenge from their congregation. Congregations were, of course, encouraged into the
belief that the Bible is a difficult book and required a university degree to understand it.
Congregations also assumed that these ministers knew the Bible as well as they knew the
classics which, very often, was certainly not the case. Nowadays, however, recruits for the
ministry are harder to come by; lack the intellectual qualities of those in former times and
are, therefore, not afforded the awe and respect as previously. As the report stated, "new
ministers have to acquaint their congregations with how they wish to do things and reach a
consensus". In other words they have to please their congregation in all that they intend to
say or do and if the minister can't subjugate his religious conscience to conform to the
dictates of the congregation then "He has to go". In short "the church" has to give "the
people" what they want. The authority of "the minister" is now largely a thing of the past.
Indeed the authority of "the R.C. church" is also now almost a thing of the past and even the
rigid authority that the Pope of Rome once carried is very much diminished. The Pope now
has to globe-trot from Rome (a rarity at one time) in order to try and assert his authority by
personal charisma, but his is a losing battle. "Public Opinion" amongst R.C. members
becomes stronger and more vociferous on many vexed issues and so the pontiff has
continually to review and restate church policy on matters such as divorce, contraception,
abortion, celibacy etc. etc. and in many countries his decrees are largely ignored.
PEOPLE POWER

Although 'The People", or general public, make their demands they, themselves, are not
always to be trusted in their judgement. Lynch mobs consist of "people", and, after all, the
sorry state of the world today has been brought about by "ordinary people". People do in
crowds what they would never do as individuals, and during the French Revolution the
guillotines were kept busy by "The People". While this is generally true, it is much more
true in religious context, where 'The People" are not renowned for a close adherence to
what God would want in the matter of worship or Christian living. Left to their own devices,
"the general public" are as the blind leading the blind: sheep without a shepherd, and almost
guaranteed to go astray.
We recall that when Moses returned from his short sojourn on Mt. Sinai he found
dreadful changes and we understand his almost incandescent rage at Israel's enthusiastic
worship of the golden calf. All that Aaron could say was, "Let not the anger of my Lord
wax hot: Thou knowest the people; that they are set on mischief." (Ex. 32:22). In the
ensuing years, Moses and Joshua certainly had good reason "to know the people" and to
learn how fickle and mischievous people can be (as a browse through the Book of Judges
will show). Space does not allow a mention of the many examples. It was "the people" who
clamoured for a king and God said to Samuel, "Hearken unto the voice of the people in
all that they say unto thee: for they have not rejected thee; but they have rejected Me,
that I should not reign over them." (I Sam. 8:7). Thus Samuel was to conform to "the
voice of the people" albeit their request was one upon which God looked down with great
disapproval. "The voice of the people" carried sway that day but God saw it as a rejection
not of Samuel but of Himself, as King of Israel, and those same people rued the day.
Obviously, in many quarters in the religious world, the voice of "the people" is being heard
and acted upon, and much of it carries God's strongest disapproval. And, of course, it was by
"the voice of the people" that Christ was crucified. When the crowds chanted "Crucify
Him, crucify Him." Pilate asked them, "Why, what evil hath He done.? But they cried
out the more, saying. Let Him be crucified." (Matt. 27:23).
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ENTERING THE MINISTRY

If, as stated in The Daily Mail article, ministers in the denominations are having to
appease their congregations and reach a consensus, one good outcome might be that all
parties will now to be forced to go to the Bible in order to justify their points of view, and
congregations may beneficially, begin to place greater store upon what the Bible says than
upon what their minister says. The other good outcome of this situation might be that both
parties, having had more regular recourse to God's word, may find that, in the first place,
there is no scriptural authority or sanction for the concept of a clergy and laity. Nor is there
any vestige of authority for one man in a congregation to be described as "the" minister, or
for such a man to describe church members as "his" congregation. Neither will they find, for

that matter, sanction for describing one man as "the" priest of a congregation; for all church
members, male and female, are ministers unto God, and all church members are in a

priesthood of all believers. We hear of young men seeking entry "to the ministry" but surely
all Christians, at their baptism, take upon themselves the obligation to "minister unto God".
"The plea" of Churches of Christ has always been to seek a return to how things were in
N.T. times, notwithstanding the unscriptural but popular changes which have attached
themselves to the Church over the last 2,000 years. If we are to regard this plea seriously we
must be aware of the fact that in Paul's day there was no such thing as a clergy and laity in
the churches. Elders and deacons were to feed the flock and look after material

considerations, respectively, and evangelists were to take the gospel out into the world. This
is certainly not how things are in most of the denominations or in some Churches of Christ.
If we deplore the divide between Christians in the form of a clergy/laity system, as
characterised in the denominational bodies, we should, in fairness, scrutinise our own

congregation to see if the trend is gathering momentum in our own ranks. Is it possible that
we, too, could be influenced by what "most people" would like to see.?
EACH MEMBER MUST MINISTER MUTUALLY

A "minister" is simply anyone who renders God a service: it means "servant," i.e. a
servant of God. The term does not refer to any "officer" in the church, and indeed can refer
to people outside the church - e.g. in courts of law and governments. Paul says, "Let every
soul be subject to the higher powers . . . for they are God's miinisters, attending
continually upon this very thing." (Rom. 13:1-6). Heb. 1:14 says that angels "are all
ministering spirits, sent forth to minister to them who shall be heirs of salvation." And
so God has ministers in and out of the Church; and thus ministers are simply servants of
God. Every child of God has been called to service - we have been saved to serve. As

servants of Christ we are obligated to serve - each one of us. We are not members of the
Lord's body to be served, but to serve. "Even as the Son of man came not to be
ministered unto, but to minister ..." (Matt. 20:28). Ministering to the Lord is a mutual
obligation which each disciple of Christ has. We all share a mutual faith - we all have
mutual duties thereby. Paul wrote (Rom. 1:12), "That I may be comforted together with
you by the mutual faith both of you and me." Our faith is mutually held - "mutual"
meaning something held jointly, combined interests, and having reference to "you and me"
together. The apostle Peter mentions mutual ministry in 1 Peter 4:10 when he says: "As
every man hath received the gift even so minister the same one to another as good
stewards of the manifold grace of God." In this verse Peter places the responsibility of
service upon "every man", to the extent that he has been gifted, and says that God will
reckon them "good stewards" if they minister that ability (ministry) "one to another"
(mutually). This is only one verse, of many, which renders foolish any allegation that mutual
ministry has no scriptural authority.
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Let us look at some others. (Eph. 4:15-16), "The head, even Christ: from whom the

whole body fitly joined together, and compacted by that which every joint supplieth,
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the
body unto the edifying of itself in love." The analogy here is quite clear, and strongly
supports all members ministering according to their ability. Notice that far from causing a
spiritual and numerical decline in a congregation it will "make increase of the body" (if
every part is effectually working). So, Paul the apostle says that, if every church member
works effectually (and supplies that which every joint of a human body supplies) the body
of Christ will prosper and increase itself, "edifying itself in love."
We cannot worship by proxy; neither can we serve God by proxy (by paying someone to

minister for us). This term "one another" shows us plainly that our service is just as mutual
as our faith, our aims, our anxieties, and our hopes. This phrase occurs again and again.
Here are a few further samples:
Gal. 5:13 "... but by love serve one another";
Rom. 14:19 "edify one another";

1st Peter 4:9 "Use hospitality one to another without grudging";
Rom. 15:14 "And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are
full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another";
Gal. 6:2 "Bearye one another's burdens and so fulfil the law of Christ";
1st Thess. 1:18 "Wherefore comfort one another with these words";
1st Thess. 6:11 "Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another,
even as also ye do";

Col. 3:16 ".. . teaching and admonishing one another in hymns and psalms and
spiritual songs..."

Heb. 10:24 "... but exhorting one another, and so much the more ye see the day
approaching."

The above references should more than satisfyeven the most difficult person that mutual
ministry is very scriptural and that God has ministers even outside the Church. Every
minister within the Church has the privilege, and a duty, to edify; comfort; admonish,
exhort, teach and love every other Christian. Of that there is no doubt.
CONCLUSION

The general philosophy of today seems, primarily, to be that "the people" must get what
they want. Business men who still preserve the fiction that "the customer is always right"
tell us that they go to great lengths to provide what the public demand. Film-makers who
produce sick and dreadful films, full of sadistic violence and pornography, tell us that they
are only giving in to public demand. Indeed they say that when, just the other day, British
film censors cut out much of the foul language and gratuitous violence from a foreign film
soon to be shown in this country, their switch-board was jammed for hours with public
complaints against the cuts. Certainly, when one looks around one gets the impression that
there has over the years been a substantial drop in the moral tone of the nation and it may
well be true that nothing would surprise us these days with regards to what the public might
demand. As we haveseen from the newspaper article, this phenomenon of public pressure is
encroaching itself upon the religious world, and those, previously docile,occupants of pews
in the denominations are now making their presence felt more and more. The clergy arc
being forced to give them, not necessarily what's good for them or what God has decreed for

them, but what diey themselves think they would like. As already mentioned, "the people"
have a very poor track record for getting things right and Jeremiah tells us that the prophets
prophesied falsely "Thepeople loved to have it so" (Jer. 5:31). We can but hope that this
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new-found feeling of spiritual independence, which seems to be emerging in congregations
of some of the denominations, will lead to a short-circuit in clergy influence and a greater
regard for the scriptures. If "the people" are motivated to search the scriptures, for whatever
reason, it can only be a good thing. It is good for us all.

Readers may agree that what was really heartwarming about the newspaper article was
the mention of the clergyman who, upon arrival at his new charge, discovered the presence
of women elders. Obviously a man of principle, he correctly pointed out to his parishioners
that, according to the N.T. (I Tim. 3:2) an elder "MUST BE the husband of one wife"

which would seem to preclude women from that post. Clearly, in the congregation there was
"a public demand" for women elders, and women ministers, and the good clergyman had to
pack his bags and get another form of employ. It was also very encouraging to hear that the
Rev. Sandy Shaw, after having "baptised" babies for 24 years could do it no more in all good
conscience, and enough was enough. Knowing that there was no sanction for the practice in
the N.T., Mr. Shaw admitted to his congregation that true baptism is not for infants but for
those who can hear, understand and obey the gospel, and those who can decide to repent.
Again, there was a strong "public demand" in the C. of S. for infant sprinkling and Mr. Shaw
had to go. How refreshing; to consider that neither man was prepared to continue in a
situation untenable in terms of truth and conscience, and were prepared to join the dole
queue rather than go along with an unscriptural charade. However there are currently 1,300
clergymen in the C. of S. and so the two honest men mentioned do not seem to form a large
percentage, but integrity has, of course, always been an individual responsibility. We are all
responsible for what we say, teach and practise, as individuals. 'The people" consists of
individuals. All Christians are ministers (servants) individually and must mutually serve
God to the best of their ability. The apostle says, "As every man hath received the gift,
even so minister the same one to another as good stewards of the manifold grace of
God," and that means individuals, like you and me.
May we strive never to be influenced by the crowd, or impressed by large numbers, or
with what seems popular with "the majority" but, like the two men mentioned, outnumbered
so heavily (2 out of 1,300), may we remain loyal to the word of God. and certainly never
swayed by what "the public" demand.
EDITOR

GLEANINGS
"Let her glean even among the sheaves" Ruth 2:15
LOOKUP

"Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith." Hebrew 12:2
LOOKING UNTO JESUS

Hebrews 12:2

BEHOLDING... THE GLORY OF THE LORD

2 Corinthians 3:18

THEY LOOKED UNTO HIM

Psahn 34:5

LOOKING FOR THAT BLESSED HOPE

Titus 2:13

WE LOOK FOR THE SAVIOUR

Philippians 3:20

LOOKING FOR THE MERCY

Jude 21

YE LOOK FOR SUCH THINGS

2 Peter 3:14
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"LOOK UPON THE LORD AND WONDER."

"He is the Way,and yet He was weary."
"He is our strength, and yet He was faint."
"He is the Bread of life, and yet He was hungry."
"He is the Fountain of the Waterof Life, and yet He was thirsty."
"MINE EYE AFFECTED MINE HEART'

If you
If you
If you
If you
If you
If you

Lamentations 3:51

want to be Distressed, look within.
want to be Defeated, look back.
want to be Distracted, look around.
want to be Dismayed, look before.
want to be Delivered, look up.
want to be Delighted, look to Christ.
'Tlim your eyes upon Jesus,
Look full In His wonderful face.
And the things of the earth will grow strangely dim
In the light of His glory and grace."
WE QUOTE

"Oh, soul, look up when thou art sorely tempted
To think that thou of all hast been bereft;

There is no soul on earth from grief exempted;
If friends are taken, thou hast one Friend left;

Look up, and see Him gazing down on thee;
Look up, not down, and thou the light shall see."
Fairelie Thornton

"It's dangerous to look in too much. So look out!"

"If you must look back - look back to Calvary - then up to the throne where Christ lives and
intercedes."

"O Beulah land, sweet Beulah Land,
As on the highest mount I stand,
I look away across the sea,

Where mansions are prepared for me.
And view the shining glory shore;
My heaven my home for evermore!"

"A VESSEL UNTO HONOUR SANCTIFIED, AND MEET FOR THE MASTER'S USE,

AND PREPARED UNTOEVERY GOODWORK'!

2 Timothy2:21
Selected by Leonard Morgan

"WHERE TWO OR THREE
ARE GATHERED ..
One of the greatest problems of our age is a lack of understanding of the meaning of
"worship." A lack of understanding of "worship" is an indicator pointing to a
misunderstanding of the word and work of Jesus Himself; and hence of the nature and

mission of the Church in the world. This tendency reduces worship to "praise God only;"
and categorises it as "a function reserved for Sundays;" and restricts it to the church
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building. Then, to add to the harm done, it Is traditionalised to the point that any change in
the form or order of worship becomes a heresy. In this paper we want to direct our attention
toward a more correct understanding of what the scriptures teach regarding worship.
DEFINITION

A definition of the word "worship" is necessary before we can discuss what it entails.
The English word "worship" is derived from the word "worth-ship." It is the recognition of
the supreme value ascribed to God. God is "worthy" of our adoration (Rev. 4:11). Christ is
also "worthy" of our praise (Rev. 5:12). In the Hebrew and Greek there are a number of
words which are all translated by the English word "worship." In the Hebrew, there are:
Segad, atsab, abad, shachan. In the Greek, some of the words are: doxa, eusebed,
therapeuo, proskun, latreuo.
In the Old Testament, abad. and in the New Testament, therapeuo, means "to serve."

Worship itself is called "a service," but it is never called a "worship service." In tracing the
word latreuo in the New Testament, our understanding of worship is enlarged. Worship is:
(1) a presentation of our bodies as a living sacrifice (Rom. 12:1); (2) it is a service of God in
the spirit (Phil. 3:3); (3) it is a service without fear, in holiness and righteousness (Luke
1:730; (4) it is with fastings and prayers (Luke 2:37), Paul's message of the word "worship"
in Romans (1:9) will be the basis of our next point; "God is my witness, whom I serve
with my spirit in the gospel of His Son...."
A SPIRITUAL AWARENESS

At Sinai, God had given the Hebrew people the law. By Jesus' time, the Pharisees had
been so afraid that someone would break the law that they had built a "fence" around it. This
"fence" became traditionalised and legalised. Jesus continually had to remind the people that
"God is a Spirit, and those that worship Him must worship in Spirit and truth" (John
4:24). Paul says that real "circumcision" is a "matter of the heart" (Rom 2:29).
Though the Pharisees had reduced Old Testament worship to tradition and ritual, this
was never the intent of the O.T Job was accused of "turning his spirit against God" not of
breaking any law (Job 15:13). The Psalmist rebukes a generation "whose spirit was
unfaithful to God" (Ps. 78:8). In Ezekiel 37:14, it is God's Spirit within a man that gives
life to the body of flesh and enables him to become obedient to God (cf. Rom. 8:1 -9).
A spiritual awareness is necessary if we are to "walk by the Spirit" (Gal. 5:16); be "led

by the Spirit" (Gal. 5:18); "live by the Spirit" (Gal. 5:25). The Christian has the freedom
to choose between the spirit and the flesh, but if he is going to make decisions according to
the spirit he must first be aware of it (Gal. 5:13). In Deuteronomy 6:4,5, the direction of
worship is given: "Hear, O Israel; The Lord your God is one Lord; and you shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and all your might."
A GOD-AWARENESS

In the above passages four important questions are answered: (1) Who? Yahweh: (2)
Motive? Love; (3) How? as "Lord"; (4) What it entails? "With all your heart... soul... and
might." Worship begins with a real awareness of God. This can only be done when we, in
the words of the Psalmist, "seek His presence" (Ps. 105:1-6). Paul understood this to be
true when he told the Athenians that all men "... should seek God, in the hope that they
might feel after Him and Frnd" (Acts 17:27).
For worship to ever have any real meaning, God's presence must be there. In Matthew
18:20, Jesus says: "where two or three are gathered together in My name, there I am in
the midst of them." The fact that the angels are present in the worship has a bearing on the
believer's conduct (I Cor. 11:10).

The Psalmist tells us to "seek the Lord and His presence" (Ps. 105:4). Isaiah and the
apostle Paul echo the Psalmist when they say: "Seek the Lord while He may be found,
call upon Him while He is near" (Isa. 55:6). "They, men should seek God ... Yet He is
not far from each one of us" (Acts 17:27).
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The problem does not lie in the distance of God from man, God is near, but rather in the

distance of man from God. In the garden, it was man who separated himselffrom God and
hid; it was God who came looking for man. In the Incarnation, it was again God who came
to man, and again it was man who could not stand in His presence without condemnation. If
one reads carefully the prophets, especially Isaiah 65:1,2, one can almost see the tears in
God's eyes and begin to understand the exceeding wickedness of sin.
"I was ready to be sought by those who did not ask for Me;
I was ready to be found by those who did not seek Me.
I said, "Here am I, Here am I," to a nation that did not call on My name.
I spread out My hands all the day to a rebellious people,
Who walk in a way that is not good, following their own devices."
Before worship can be conducted as a vertical relationship with God, there must first be
a horizontal relationship with our fellowman.
A NEIGHBOUR AWARENESS

In Leviticus 19:18, we read, "You shall love your neighbour as yourself." Jesus ties
Deuteronomy 6:4,5 and Leviticus 19:18 together in Matthew 22:36-40. In Matthew, Jesus
sets priorities of human relationships: (1) God, (2) Neighbour, (3) Self.
The Lord's Supper is one element of worship. It is often referred to as "the communion"
from the Greek word meaning "to share" (koinonia). Paul commands that when we eat of the
communion we must "wait for one another" (1Cor. 11:33). When the Church sings hymns,
songs and psalms, it is to be done as "teaching and admonishing one another" (Col.
3:16). When the Church assembles, it is for the purpose of "encouraging one another"
(Heb. 10:25). The worship is itself for the purpose of "edifying one another" (1 Cor,

14:13-27). The worship is to be conducted in such a way that the non-believer can say
"Amen"(I Cor. 14:16).

In these passages, we can see the horizontal direction of worship. There must be this
"awareness of our neighbour." The last priority, but one of equal importance is ...
A SELF-AWARENESS

Our relationship with others affects and is affected by our understanding of our own
selves. Worship of God mustcome from the heart. External acts do not beget true worship.
In Revelation 2:1-7, the Church in Ephesuswas sound in doctrine.They "hated the works"
of those who taught false doctrine. Christ had only one thing against them, they had
"abandoned the love you had at first." Their hearts were not right before God. Yet
because of this, the Church in Ephesus was in the same danger as the Church in Sardis
which was dead!
'
In the days of Noah, God destroyed the world because of the condition of man's heart.

Read Genesis 8:21. Worship at the tabernacle in the wilderness was to be motivated by the
heart (Ex. 25:3). Even the keeping of Mosaic Law was not an external act only but the law
was to be "in the heart" (Isa. 51:7). It was at this very point where the Pharisees of Jesus'
day failed. They were as cups, clean on the outside but filthy within (Luke 11:39). Jesus
accused the Pharisees of being whitewashed tombs, full of corruption (Matt.23:27).
Before worship can begin, a self-awareness must be there. "What is our heart's

condition?" Before taking communion, before we can share with others the Lord's feast,
Paul directs each one to "first examine himseir' (1 Cor. 11:28). This self-examination

leads to an examination of our relationship with others. Christ said that, if a man bring a gift
to the altar and remember that his brother has something against him, he is to leave the gift
and "gobe reconciled" and "then come and offeryour gift" (Matt. 5:23,24). This passage
assumes that the worshipper has examined himself, hence his "remembrance." One cannot

love God without loving his neighbour and he cannot lovehisneighbour if he does not love
himself.

"Beloved, let us love one another; for love is of God, and he who loves is born of
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God and knows God. He who does not love does not know God; for God is love" (1
John 4:7,8).
J. T. Willis.

Conducted by
Alf Marsden

" In what way, or in what respects, is the man the 'head' of the woman
as in 1 Cor. 11:3 or Eph. 1:21?"
In our study of I Cor. 11 we can disregard. I thinl<, verse I because it would seem to be,
quite properly, better placed at the end of chapter 10.
Paul's task, as the apostle to the Gentiles, was to preach the Gospel and to organise
communities of Christians from those who obeyed the Gospel. He was always at pains to
defend his Divine authority for his apostolic teaching. In Cor. 11:23 he says, "For I have
received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you ..." Consequently, in v2 of
the same chapter he says, "and keep the ordinances (traditions) as I delivered them to
you." Refer to 1 Cor. 4:17 "... as I teach everywhere in every church;"also in 7; 17 "...
and so I ordain in all churches." It was necessary for converts to know that the Apostle
taught the same things in all churches, whether they were autonomous or not. Autonomy
does not mean that we can disregard the teaching of Christ. Having said that, let us proceed.
THE HEAD

I believe we have to look at the facts as they are presented to us in the Scriptures. In Gal.
3:28 we read, "There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is
neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus." You will notice that not only
is the distinction made between Jew and Gentile abolished, but also the equality of man and
woman is declared. This is a broad principle laid down by God for the salvation of souls;
there are other things relative to our question which we shall need to consider. There is no
doubt at all that the doctrine of equality has, down the ages, threatened to lead to much
social confusion. It is also true that in the Church women have wanted to teach, preach, pray
in public and even, strange as it may seem, claim the right to appear unveiled in public
assemblies. I believe, if we are to avoid confusion, we need to keep to the forefront of our
minds that there is a difference between the role of women in the world, and those in the
Church.

After the praise in v2 the Apostle adds a word of censure in v3, "But I want you to
understand ...He then goes on to state the hierarchy; "Christ is the head of man; man
is the head of the woman; God is the head of Christ." From this we understand that the
head, in its natural significance relative to the human body, houses the brain, and the brain
gives directions to all other parts of the body. Also, metaphorically, the 'head' speaks of the
authority or direction of God in relation to Christ, of Christ in relation to believing men. and
of the husband in relation to the wife. In Eph. 1:22 it speaks of Christ in relation to the

Church. Furthermore, in all of these relationships there is a symbol of dependence in
relation to the 'head' by those whom the 'head' has headship over. Consequently, Paul is able
to say. "Every man praying or prophesying having his head covered, dishonoureth his
head" (Christ); also, "every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her head
uncovered dishonoureth her head (the man). There has never been any controversy in the
Church about men having their heads uncovered when engaged in worship; many of our
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sisters, however, have chosen to ignore the plain teaching given by Paul in 1 Cor. 11.There
may be a few feminine eyebrows raised when I make my first point which is that as the
Church is dependent on Christ, so the women are dependent on the man. But before the male
ego begins to blossom let me show you how Paul demonstrates the law of Christianequality,
"Nevertheless, neither is the man without the woman, neither the woman without the

man , in the Lord. For as the woman is of the man, even so is the man also by the
woman; but all things of God" vvll,12. There should be no such question as to 'which is
the greater': Paul distinguishes between inferiority and subordination. Both are great and
right in beingwhatGod intended them to be, but each sex takes a rightful place in the order
of things. TTius, each sex is incomplete without the other; and the glory and dignity of
motherhood is emphasised.
GOD'S INSTRUCTIONS

First of all, Paul argues in I Cor. 11 that as a sign of the subordination of woman to
man, the woman should be 'veiled.' According to W. E. Vine, the Greek word
KATAKALUPTO signifies, 'Having the head covered; having (something) down the head'.
Customs change, of course, and I am not suggesting that our sisters today should wear the
'Yasmak,' but the head should be covered; 1 Cor. 11 makes that clear. The woman is the

glory of man, but the man is her 'head' in God's order of things, and the woman should not
shame her 'head'.

This subordination in the life and worship of the Church is further emphasised by Paul
in 1Tim. 2:9ff. "In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel,
with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly
array; but (which becometh women professing godliness) with good works. Let the
woman learn in silence with all subjection. But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to
usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence." This again, as I understand it, refers
to public speaking and worship; in other respects in the life of the Church sisters can have a

vital role to play.The question has been posed, "Well, what if there are only sisters in the
assembly; what happens then?" Logically, such an assembly, in my view, cannot fulfil its
true scriptural function. It may be said, "If there are no men, then women will have to do the

things which men in the assembly would normally do." That seems to me like saying, "We
have no baptistry, therefore we shall have to practice 'water effusion.' It seems to me that in

such a situation the sisters should confine themselves to partaking of the emblems in
remembranceof the Lord on Lord's Day.That is only my opinion, of course.
It is also a fact that the headship of man extends also to scriptural leadership in the
Church; the Apostle makes thisclearin his first letterto Timothy. "This is a true saying,If
a tnan desire the officeof a bishop, he desireth a good work ... A bishop then must be
blameless, the husband of one wife ... One that ruleth well his own house ... Let the

deacons be the husband of one wife." 1 Tim. 3. I suppose it is quite natural that when
women lead companies they should have aspirations to lead any community of people,
Christian or otherwise. As regards the Church, however, this is not permissible; not perhaps
because they couldn't do it, but because it is not God's order for the Church.
CONCLUSION

As I said earlier, it is not a contest between superiority and inferiority; if we hold that
view then we miss the whole thrust of the teaching. In Eph. 5:21-33 the Apostle gives a
profound synopsis of the reciprocity within the married state of the Church. He completes
that section in an interesting way, "Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love
his wife as himself (i.e., he would lay down his life for her); and the wife see that she
reverence her husband". The Greek word for 'reverence' is PHOBEO which means 'to fear*

(A.v.). This does not mean that a wife should be in abject fear of her husband; on the

contrary, it means thatshe fears for her husband lest he should fall from his highplacein the
order of God. This is love indeed, because they both know that they must portray in their
lives that greater love which subordinates them to the One who demonstrated that love could
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overcome the world. Therefore, there must be no talk of 'superior* and 'inferior*. We are all
one in Christ Jesus in the order which God has laid down. We should glorify Him in
whatever capacity we serve.
(All questions, please, to Alf Marsden, 20 Costessey Way, Winstanley,
Wigan, WN3 6ES.)

"GO MAKE DISCIPLES - ME?"
Discipleship! It is nothing short of amazing that we have neglected a matter on which
our Lord has so much to say. Perhaps this is partially due to the use of this term by those
who went out from us and used it in a denominational sense.

Misunderstandings often result from a failure to properly define our terms. Since the
New Testament was written in Greek we need to look to that language in order to get a basic
definition. Mathetes is the most common word for disciple in the New Testament. "In the
Greek world, mathetes variously designated an apprentice, one who companied with a
teacher in order to leam from him, one who belonged to a certain school of philosophy (e.g.,

a disciple of Socrates), and one who adhered to the teaching of another, even though that
one be removed in time and place. Groups of disciples continued even after a teacher died.
Their commitment to a master/teacher led to passing along his wisdom and saying."
(International Standard Bible Encyclopedia* Vol. 1, page 947).
Mimeomai is another Greek word related to discipleship. It means to imitate or mimic.
As Paul says in First Corinthians 4:16, "Therefore I urge you to imitate me." (Dictionary
of New Testament Theology, Vol. 1,490,491).

Disciples of Christ must imitate Christ "To this you were called, because Christ
sufTered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps" (1 Peter
2:21). "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you flshers of men" (Mark 1:17).
To imitate Christ is easy to say but not easy to do. We may be inclined to give up, saying
that it is an impossiblechallenge. But we need to read the gospels again and see that the first
disciples Jesus called also had their imperfections. Although they were fishermen, they
became afraid in a violent storm on the Sea of Galilee. In Gethsemane they fell asleep when
they had been asked to watch and pray. They were indignant with Mary for anointing Jesus
with costly perfume. Two of them wanted to incinerate a town. They were slow to grasp
their Lord's teaching. They blocked mothers from bringing their children to Jesus.
Sometimes they lost their faith. They boasted they would never deny Jesus but would even
die for him. At His arrest they all forsook Him and fled. Yet in spite of all of these men were
teachable and willing to grow. If we are willing to leam and desire to grow the Lord can use
us too.

CHRIST'S OWN EXAMPLE

Jesus set the example in fishing for men. He teaches publicly as He has opportunity. But
much of His work is done in homes and as opportunities arise. He appears never to be in a
huny and always has time for those who sought His attention. He accepts those from eveiy
occupation, social position, or religious standing. Even though often wearied by the crowds
He continues to minister to those who seek Him. He called the twelve "that they might be
with Him and that He might send them out to preach" (Mark 3:14). As they were with
Jesus the twelve could observe how He did everything. We need to take others with us when
we go seeking for souls or helping the needy. As we saw in the definition earlier, a disciple
is an apprentice. An apprentice leams by seeing his teacher do something. Then he does it
with supervision. Then he does it alone. There are so many ways in which this needs to be
followed. Think about the possibilities for your congregation!
Babies, children, in fact all of us, leam by imitation. The examples or models that we see
determine how we will act. This is obvious in the home but it is also true in the Church.
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People follow theirleaders. Thisis why nochurch will riseabove its leadership.
There are many good principles on discipleship. But we learn better from people than
we do from principles. The Book of Acts has some inspiring modelsfor us to imitate. Like
them we need to move from our Jerusalem and then to Judea and Samaria "and to the ends

of the earth" (Acts 1:8). The church at Jerusalem was in many ways a model church. If we
would havedaily additions as they did (Acts2:47) then we must be devoted as they were to
the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer (Acts
2:42).

Stephen is honoured as the "first Christian martyr". Many would not consider that an
honour; but as disciples are we not to be willing to take up the crossto follow Him? Philip
was a "model evangelist", being successful in both public (in Samaria) and private
evangelism (with the Ethiopian eunuch). Dorcas is a model to Christian women in that she

was willing to serve others. As Leroy Eims put it, "Adisciple with a servant spirit is worth
her weight in gold."

Barnabas was a "model of encouragement". Almost every time we read of him, he is

encouraging someone. Even those whose disabilities limitthem in otherareascan be a great
source of help by timely words of encouragement.

Limitations of space do notpermit us to consider all of these great examples from Acts.
May we be encouraged to search the Scriptures to find other great examples of faithful
disciples.
K. Thompson.

THE DIFFICULT SIDE OF SERVING
Many, before entering the Lord's service, no doubt feel that once they have been
baptised, become accustomed to attending worship periods regularly, and overcome of their
old habits, they will pretty well "have it made" in serving the Lord. Doing these outward
services, however, is the easy side of obeying Christ. The difficult side involves that which
is within; it involves keeping the heart right.

It is easy to attend the worship periods, but is it difficult to worship, to rid the mind
completely of worldly things, and to concentrate fully on the Lord. It iseasy to sing, butit is
difilcult to meditate on the words, making the sentiment of the song one's own sentiment. It
is easy to bow the head, but it is difficult to pray. It is easy to eat bread and drink fruit of the

vine, butis difficult to concentrate as fully as one should on the suffering ofChrist. It is easy
to sit through a sermon, butdifficult to participate with the speaker in a study of God's word.
Sitting through a worship period is not in itself worship, for true worship must proceed from
the heart (Eph. 5:19; John 4:24).

In moral realms, thedifficult thing to do is to keep theheart pure. It is relatively easy to
refrain from killing, stealing, or committing adultery. After all, one is hindered in such

matters by the laws of the land, social pressures, forbidding circumstances, fear of being
caught, etc. It is difficult, however, to completely rid the mind of jealousy, selfishness,
discontent, lust, hatred, bitterness, a spirit of revenge, etc. Anyone who has everbeen jealous
of another knows the difficulty involved in cleansing the heart of this terrible sin. So it is
with all the sins of the heart.

It is easy to develop a friendly way and graciousmanner with others, but it is difficult to

develop genuine love and concern for others within the heart. It is easy to give something to
some charity drive, but it is difficult to develop real compassion for the poor. It is easy to
say, "Forgive me, Lord", but it is difficult to repent.
The wise man said,

"Keep thyheart with all diligence, for out ofit come the issues of life." (Prov. 4:23).
Thisis an essential partof serving theLord ... and the difHcuIt part.
W. Hall
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SCRIPTURE
READINGS
July7
July 14
July 21
July28

2 Chronicles 19
Micah6:l-8
2 Kings 20:1-11
1Samuel 9:17-10:1

Philippians 1:18-30
Philippians2:1-18
Philippians 2:19-30
Philippians 3:1-16

JOY IN SUFFERING

Many years ago, I spent a whole year
studying this great epistle. I read numerous
commentaries

on

the

book,

as

well

undertaking an analysis of every original
Greek word. It

was a

labour of love.

Because of the work involved, I can say
now that the Philippian letter is one of my
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recital of the saving work of God in Christ,
in self-humiliation followed by exaltation.
He humbled Himself; He was exalted by
God. According to 1 Peter 1:11 the Spirit
of prophecy in OT times was chiefly
concerned with 'predicting the sufferings
that Christ would have to endure and the

glory that would follow', that is the
twofold theme of the hymn now before us.
Whether it was Paul's own composition or
someone else's, Paul incorporates into his
present argument in order to reinforce his
plea for the cultivation of a humble spirit".
Speaking of Bruce, 1 have talked
frequently about this outstanding Biblical
scholar to a

member of the Christian

it will ever leave me. I have found out how

Brethren who regularly attends our Bible
Study Class in Motherwell. He can recall
Bruce once addressing his congregation on

true the statement is: "Put your life into the

the theme "The Mind of Christ" from this

Bible and the Bible will put life into you".
One major thing that struck me about
the Philippian letter was that it was a letter
of joy, despite the fact that the author was
a prisoner in Rome and in danger of losing

passage in Philippians. Bruce spoke of
three men who undoubtedly had the mind
of Christ: Paul, Timothy and Epaphroditus.
At the conclusion of his talk, he simply
asked the question: "Do you, like them,

his life. What a man Paul was! What a

possess the mind of Jesus?" I hasten to add
that F.F. Bruce himself possessed this spirit
of humility. One of the highlights of my
life was visiting this great man in his home
in Buxton, Derbyshire, England, to have
him sign a copy of his autobiography and
share some insight into God's word. For
years we had corresponded on all sorts of
subjects and his assistance was always
unfailing and invaluable. I miss him
greatly. My life has been enriched in
having known him. But both our lives
have been enriched incalculably in
knowing Christ. I look forward to meeting
again the great professor in that "land that
is fairer than day".

favourite books of the Bible. I do not think

servant of Christ! What an inspiration for
all saints everywhere, no matter the
seriousness of their circumstances! If Paul

cannot encourage us in the faith, then what
hope have others? For example, we read:
. . but it is more necessary for you
that I remain in the body. Convinced of
this, I know I will remain, and I will
continue with all of you for your
progress and joy in the faith, so that
through my being your joy in Christ
Jesus will overflow on account of me"

(1:24-26, N.I.V.).
THE MIND OF CHRIST

To me, Philippians 2:6-11 is one of the
most significant passages of the New
Testament. Many commentators have
pointed out that these verses actually
constitute a hymn in honour of Christ. F.F.
Bruce has written: "Like many other early
Christian hymns it is cast in rhythmical
prose, not in poetical metre. It consists of a

TIMOTHY AND EPAPHRODITUS

These men were outstanding servants
of God. Paul loved them deeply in the
Lord. He highly praises both of them in
this epistle. The service they gave to Paul
shows just how much they loved him too.
Epaphroditus is mentioned only in this
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epistle. He is described by,Paul as "my
brother, and companion in labour, and
fellowsoldier" (2:25). He was also a
"messenger" (2:25) for the Philippian
church. He gave what help he could as
their representative but he fell ill and
nearly died in the discharging of his duties
(2:26,27,30). Albert Barnes has written:
"Dr. Paley has remarked that the account

of the sickness and recovery of
Epaphroditus is such as to lead us to
suppose that he was not restored by
miracle; and he infers that the power of
healing the sick was conferred on the
apostle only occasionally, and did not
depend at all on their will, since, if it had,
there is every reason to suppose that Paul

which is in the law, blameless" (3:5-6).
In other words, his credentials as a Jew

were impeccable. "But whatever was to
my profit I now consider a loss for the
sake of Christ. What is more, I consider
everything a loss compared to the
surpassing greatness of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have
lost all things. I consider them rubbish,
that I may gain Christ and be found in
Him, not having a righteousness of my
own that comes from the law, but that
which is through faith in Christ - the
righteousness that comes from God and

is by faith" (3:7-9, N.I.V.). Paul clearly
saw Jesus as the fulfilment of the Law. "I

want to know Christ and the power of

health".

His resurrection and the fellowship of
sharing in His sufferings, becoming like

Timothy was Paul's "own son in the
faith" (1 Timothy 1:2). These words

attain

would

at

once have

restored

him

to

clearly indicate that he was a convert of

Him in His death, and so, somehow, to
to

the resurrection

from

the

Paul's. "Of all the members of Paul's

dead." (3:10-11, N.I.V.). How many
people in the world today have this

circle, there was none with whom he

ambition?

formed a closer mutual attachment than

Jesus was everything to Paul. He was
his Master, his Lord and his King. He was
his Hope, Life and Joy. For Him he
endured hunger, hatred, persecution and
unimaginable perils (2 Corinthians 11:26).
Despite all these things, his faith in Jesus
never wavered. Imprisonment was not an
extremity, but an opportunity to make
Jesus known in Rome (Acts 28:30-31). His
motto was to "preach Christ and Him
crucified". Paul did not keep Jesus to

Timothy"

(Bruce).

Timothy

is

also

mentioned in the Book of Acts, Romans, 1
& 2 Corinthians, 1 Thessalonians and

Hebrews. The two Pauline epistles
addressed to him show just how an
important figure he was in the eariy days
of the Church. But I like what Paul said of

him in his letter (2:19-23). And we should
not overtook the fact that this epistle bears
not only Paul's name, but also Timothy's
(1:1).

Himself: he wanted to share Him with
PAUL'S HOLY AMBITION

others. He knew that Jesus was THE

Paul originally had trained to be a

answer for Jew and Gentile alike, thus his

Jewish rabbi. He studied in Jerusalem at

unstinting and unselfish service for the
Master. He is a worthy example for all

the feet of one Gamaliel (Acts 22:3), an

outstanding teacher, who taught in the
tradition of his grandfather Hillel. Paul

(3:17).

wrote

the

apostle Paul? The Bible has not revealed

eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the
tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the
Hebrews; as touching the law, a

the answer. However, there are strong
traditions that his life was brought to an

of

himself:

"Circumcised

Pharisee; concerning zeal, persecuting
the Church touching the righteousness

What, in the end, happened to the

end in Rome by the executioner's sword.
Eusebius, the great church historian,
summed up the early writers and the
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consensus of tradition this way: "They
record that under Nero, Paul was beheaded

at Rome itself, and Peter likewise was

crucified, and this record is accredited by
the attachment, until this day, of the names
of Peter and Paul to the burial-places
there".

Ian S. Davidson,
Motherwell.

in Lae went and purchased the unit and
was wondering how to get it to Orouba
safely. The following day Sogoma and
Saoba arrived from Orouba to buy food for
the annual women's workshop which was
being held in Orouba. You may remember
I had set aside K600.00 for this purpose
when I was in PNG last year.
Sogoma and Saoba took the unit back
with them by M.A.F. plane and had it
installed

TEST YOUR BIBLICAL
KNOWLEDGE
1) Who were Obed's parents?
2) Who was Buzi?
3) What was the former name of Bethel?
4) How many Psalms are there?
5) Where was Solomon bom?
6) How many sons did Ishmael have?

in

time

for

the

women's

workshop. The women who came from
congregations all over PNG were also
amazed to see electric light in the Church
building. One hundred and ninety women
attended during the three days of the
workshop and one young woman was
baptised into Christ.
Thank you again for your liberality.
Ruth B. Coles

7) Who had five husbands?
8) Where did Dorcas live?

9) Which of Paul's companions almost
died in his labours for the Lord?

10) Who reigned after Herod?

UPDATE OF OFFER TO
RE-PRINT OLD BOOKS
Since last writing, I am happy to say
that the response to the reprinting of old
books has been encouraging - five books
and two disks have been requested to date,
which is quite good for a beginning. I am
therefore thinking about making some

THANKS FROM
PNG
Dear Brethren,

. I have received a letter today from
Sogoma Jaraohe, the secretary for the

more available.

Church of Christ in Orouba, Papua New

called 'Talks on the Tabernacle", which I

Guinea.

think was given to me by Bro. Tom Nisbet.
This is not so old because it was published

Sogoma expresses thanks

on

behalf of the brethren in Orouba to all their

I have a booklet by Bro. Crosthwaite

brothers and sisters in Christ in the United

in 1951, when the brother was Editor of

Kingdom, who donated money to enable
them to buy a solar power unit for the
Orouba Church building. He also thanks
God for blessing them in this way.
Sogoma said that everyone was
amazed that they could have light widiout
a generator or fuel. They cannot

the Scripture Standard. I think it deserves
to be made available again, but if I ought
to ask permission of anyone to reprint it, I

understand how the sun can do this, but

they are so thankful for it. The unit will be
a great asset to the work in Orouba and has
already proved this.
When I sent the money. Jab my contact

would be anxious to do so. It would be a

neat A4 copy with Bro. Crosthwaite's
photograph and all complete, and also on
disk if required. If no one objects, I will
include it in my next list.
Sister Rose M. Payne,
1 Kenilworth Avenue,
READING, RG30 SDL.
Berks. Tel (01734) 591176
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COMING EVENTS

Our brother can be contacted at:-

RO. Box 159,
Badagry, Lagos State,
NIGERIA.

BUCKIE ANNUAL SOCIAL

Saturday, 1st June, 1996
Time: 3.30 p.m.
Speaker JOE NISBET

Students from Harding University
Led by Dwight Smith
27th May - 9th June

APPEAL FROM
NIGERIA
In the April, 1995, edition of the "S.S."
an appeal from brother Emmanuel H.
Hokon, was published, in which the

(Ed.)
BREVITIES

By taking revenge a man is but equal
to his enemy, but in passing it over he is
his superior.
Gratitude is the music of the heart,

when its cords are swept with kindness.
The road to hell is paved with good
intentions: Life, however short, is made
still shorter by the waste of time.
What more of us need is to need less.

Opportunities should never be lost:

they can hardly ever be regained.
An honest doubt will yield before the

brethren of his congregation were asking

proofs of a fact or a truth: and so there is

for urgent help in the construction of their
building. They had bought a parcel of land
and were moulding bricks, but, as Bro.

no excuse for doubting, where we have the
means of knowing.

Hokon said, 'The price of building
materials is getting out of hand and we
would greatly appreciate any fmancial
support you could possibly give us". That
was just over a year ago and Bro. Hokon

has written again to say that, to date, they
have received no help and could a
reminder of their call for help be included

in the next edition. Thus I am most happy
to do, and this time I hope that the appeal
may catch someone's eye.
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Pleadingfor a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning
JULY, 1996

Vol. 64 No. 7

FIRST AT ANTIOCH
Every so often the term "Christian" is thrown into the arena of controversy. Tony BIair"s
recent statement, in a speech, a couple of weeks ago, that "Christian values" would probably
prevent Christians from voting for the Conservative Party at the next General Election, has
brought howls of protest from all directions. While most of Mr. Stair's colleagues in the
Labour Party, and indeed most of his enemies, concede that Mr. Blair is a fine "Christian
gentleman" there is obviously great resentment from those in the Tory Party who consider
themselves equally as good Christians as Mr, Blair. "Who does he think he is?": and "How
dare he suggest that Christians could not vote Tory:" and "What a nerve:" "Who gave the
Labour Party a monopoly on Christian values" have been some of the press reactions to the
Labour Leader's speech. With the General Election coming up soon, each political party is
quite naturally trying to capture the minds and votes of all the various strata of society, and
Mr. Blair (like many of those who have aspired.to the presidency, in the USA) seems to be
seeking the "Christian" vote, and is playing the "bom-again Christian" card. It certainly
seems novel (but nice) that the Labour Party should be pushing the "Christian ethic", since,
in the past, socialism has tended to foster atheism, as did communism in the late USSR.
However, we shall welcome any change.
It certainly would be wonderful to think that our next Government, if led by Mr. Blair,
would be motivated entirely by Christian principles, but we should not hold our breath.
Politics is, and always was, "a dirty business" and seems, of necessity, to be subject to layer
upon layer of vested interest, "wheeling and dealing"; lies, deceit and back-stabbing (ask
Mrs. Thatcher). It quite often involves (to protect jobs and domestic issues) the sale of tanks,
shells, bombs, bombers and dreadful land-mines, even to impoverished Third-world
countries, and the orchestration of wars. One wonders how long a Christian could remain in
the world of politics, or how long one could expect any government to be able to follow
"Christian principles."
GRADES OF CHRISTIAN ?

As we can imagine, Mr. Stair's comments have provoked considerable discussion, not
only upon Mr. Stair's own level of Christianity, but on Christianity in general, and on
whether there are "good" Christians and "not so good" Christians, or whether if one is not a
"good" Christian one can be a "bad" Christian but still be a Christian.
It is certainly true that we hear this kind of expression quite often, i.e. that so-and-so is
"a very good Christian", or that such-and-such an action was "not very Christian", or that soand-so was far from showing "a Christian attitude" etc.
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Before we begin to think in terms of "Good Christians" and "Bad Christians" we have
surely got to understand what we mean by the word, and what constitutes a Christian.
"Christian" is a designation that obviously means all things to all men; excellently illustrated
by the fact that Britain is quite often referred to as "a Christian country." Even in the
religious world the word is much over worked and has no certain meaning. Quite often the
term is a blanket description for nice and compassionate people, especially if they are
engaged in charitable endeavours. Even some of the men and women of the entertainment

industry (Pop Stars) who perhaps make no claim whatsoever to being even slightly religious,
are described as fine Christian people, because they have collected vast sums for charitable
projects in the Third World. By and large, people do not become Christians because they do
good works; rather the reverse. Indeed some of the greatest philanthropists who ever lived
were completely atheistic.
SPARSE MENTION IN N.T.

And so, even in the religious world, this word "Christian" gets banded about: Christian
Church, Christian Brethren, Christian Ideal, Christian Ethic, Christian Principles, etc., etc. In
view of all this, it seems incredible that the Eariy Church managed quite well without the
term "Christian" for some fourteen years, and when the appellation was coined it certainly
does not seem to have been produced by the apostles or the church members themselves.
Originally it was applied to church members by people outwith the Church, and was
probably intended to be rather derogatory. Previous to the word being invented the church
members used to describe themselves as disciples, saints and brethren, and, of course, they
continued to do so even after the word 'Christian' appeared. We read (in Acts11:26) that

Barnabas was making so manyconverts at Antioch that he asked Paul to come and help him,
and together for a whole year, they taught much people and greatly multiplied the Church. It
was at this point in time, (about 44 AD) that we read that "the disciples were called
Christians first in Antioch." Prof. William Barclay, says, on this verse, (Quote) "The word
Christian began by being a nick-name.The people of Antioch were famous for their facility
in finding jesting nick-names. The termination (-iani) means belonging to the party of. For
instance, Caesariani means belonging to Caesar's party. Christians means These Christ-folk.'
It was a half-mocking, half-jesting, wholly contemptuous nick-name. But the Christians took
the nick-name and made it a name which all the world was to come to know" (Unquote). J.

W. McGarvey (Notes on Acts) disagrees that it was ever a nick-name because he thought
there was nothing very belittling about it, but adds (Quote) 'True, in the only later
occurrences of it in the N.T., it appears as a name by which the disciples were called by
others, rather than that by which they called themselves but it is only natural that in the
epistles which are all addressed to Christians, other and more intimate titles should usually
be employed." (Unquote). As Brother McGarvey truly says in that short quote, the epistles
were all addressed to "Christians" but is it not incredible that the term is never used? Paul

in all his many epistlesto a great host of brethren never ever employed the word 'Christian.'
Indeed the term appears only three times in the entire N.T. once as mentioned above: once

where King Agrippa said to Paul "Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian" (Acts
26:28), and once where the apostlePeter said that if anyone was to suffer "as a Christian"

he need not be ashamed (1 Peter 4:6). If the designation "Christian" was originated by the
apostles, or by the Church, for general application to church members it surely must be
amazing that the word never appears in the entire N.T. (apart from those three special
instances just mentioned). In the Bible Commentary (by Jamieson, Fausset & Brown) we
read (Quote) "This name originated not within, but without, the church, not with their

Jewish enemies by whom they werestyled "Nazarenes" and "Galileans" (Ch. 24:5) but with
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the heathen in Antioch, and (as the form of the word shows), with the Romans, not the

Greeks there (Olshausen). It was not, at first, used in a good sense (as Chap. 26:28 & Peter
4:16 show), though hardly framed outof contempt (asDe Witte, Baumgarten etc.) butas it
was a noble testimony to the light in which the Church regarded Christ; honouring Him as
their Lord and Saviour, dwelling continually upon His name, and glorying in it - so it was
feltto be tooapposite and beautiful to beallowed to die" (Unquote).
Without wishing to labour the point, it does seem most odd that, if 'Christian' was a

name given by theChurch to themselves, or onegenerally approved of by theapostles, it is
conspicuous by its absence from the pages of the N.T. Paul never wrote "to the Christians
at Corinth,Ephesus or Galatia,etc." but always "to the saints in Christand faithful brethren,"
or, sometimes "to them sanctified in Christ, called to be saints." He had unlimited

opportunities to speak to the 'Christians' around him, but never used the word, even once;

and, after all, he was at Antioch when the term was coined, and his epistles ranged inorigin
from 7-25 years thereafter. Jude wrote (some 25 years thereafter) "to them that are

sanctified" and likewise never mentioned the word. John wrote (some 50 years thereafter)
"to my little children" or "my beloved" and never mentions 'Christians.' James didn't
write "to all the Christians scattered abroad" but "to his brethren" in the twelve tribes
scattered abroad; and he too never used the word 'Christian.' Peter, who used the word once

(in die context already mentioned) didn't write "to all the 'Christians' scattered throughout
Pontus, Galatia, etc., but to "the elect" and "to those who have obtained like faith." Thus we

see Peter's limitto his useof the term, (andhissecond epistle was some 23 years thereafter).
Although nothing conclusive is claimedfor this apparent oddity, it does seem to indicate that
the term 'Christian' was not very common currency in the vocabulary of the apostles and
Early Church.
THE FIRST CHRISTIANS

Subject to the above proviso, I now use the term in describing the definition of a

'Christian.' The religious world would, of course, give us a hundred conflicting answers to
the question "What is a Christian?" but the best place (indeed the only place) for a sure
definition is the N.T. In the Acts of the Apostles we have a great wealthof information as to
how men and women, from all walks of life, Jews, Gentiles and Samaritans, converted to

Christ and became members of His Church. Initially, on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:41)
around 3,000 were immersed and became the nucleus of the Church in Jerusalem. The

apostlePeter had preached to great throngs in the city, (showing who Christ really was and
how He had fulfilled all Messianic prophecy in the O.T.). Peter spoke so forcefully that
many were convicted and called out "Whatshall we do?" Peter's reply, given then and still
applicable today, was "Repent and be baptised (immersed) every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit." (Acts 2:37). 3,000 obeyed. All subsequent conversions (and many are recorded in
the Acts) followed precisely the same form, i.e. men having heard the true gospel; and
having become convicted of their sins; decided to amend their careless ways by their
repentance. They also publicly expressed their belief in Christ and started their new life in

Christ with 'a cleanslate' i.e. by washing away their sins in the waters of baptism. Even
in the conversion of the apostle Paul himself, there was no deviation from this procedure,
and in consequence of his repentance he was counselled by Ananias to "arise, and be
baptised, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord." (Acts 22:16).
Those, and only those, whoopted to be "bom again" in this way were added to the Church
and entered the brotherhood of Christ: becoming 'Christians.' However, many refused the
opportunity, as many still do today. Indeed, as we have seen. King Agrippa's reaction to the
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preaching of Paul was, "ALMOST thou persuadest me to be a Christian," thus
exercising his option not to be a Christian. Millions since are in the same position, almost
persuaded, but lost.
ADD TO YOUR FAITH

The question with which we started off was, of course, whether there were "good"
Christians and "bad" Christians. The N.T. certainly talks about good seed, good tidings, good
measure, good gifts, etc., but never good Christians, or good churches, for that matter.
Presumably no person, or no church, is wholly good or bad, but somewhere-in-between. We
all have our strengths and weaknesses: we are all partly wise and partly foolish; partly
generous and partly mean; partly enthusiastic and partly indifferent; partly militant and
partly disinterested; partly dependable and partly erratic, etc. Even Paul refers to the
continual warfare within himself, that when he intended to do good he found himself doing
the opposite. (Rom. 8:18). In the letters to the seven churches (Rev. 2 & 3) we see that the
churches were, like people, and like the curate's egg (good only in parts). They were partly
hot and partly cold; partly this and partly that; for some things, highly commended, for
others, roundly condemned. None were described as good or bad, but all were advised and
exhorted to become BETTER. In any case, Jesus Himself refused to be called 'good' and
when the young rich ruler addressed Him as "Good Master" Jesus rejected the description
and said, "There is none good but One, and that is God" (Matt. 19:17).
What becomes of Christians after conversion depends upon a whole mixture
of circumstances. Firstly, it is not unknown for people to convert to please parents, to
impress their boss, to seek to many a church member or even to get a food parcel, etc. and
so they may be 'still bom', and not re-bom. Some babes in Christ die early from malnutriton,
or lack of help and encouragement - never receiving sincere milk much less strong meat.
Some converted on a wave of emotion during a highly charged 'Campaign' and have cooled
somewhat, for some churches make regular and rapid conversions but lose members just as
fast and remain the same size (like a bath with running taps but the plug hole open). Some

have come from a 'Christian' background and are buttressedaround with advice and support,
while others have come from a really rough environment and have brought with them habits
and prejudices. Some have tangled marital ties; some rescued from alcoholism, prostitution,
drug-abuse and homosexuality. Surely much depends upon the point from which we start.
Even the twelve, specially chosen by Jesus and who actually lived with Him for some years,
observed all His miracles and heard all His words; were not wholly good: for one betrayed
Him, one denied Him; all were upbraided for their unbelief and eventually all forsook Him
and fled.

And so it would seem not so much a matter of good, or bad Christians, but of BETTER
Christians. Christ is the model: He set the very high standard to be attained, and that does
not leave much room for any complacency. Paul never described himself as a good
Christian, but "as chief of sinners" and was concemed that having preached to others he,

himself, might be castaway. There is always room for improvement and growth. "GROW
in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ." (2nd Peter 3:18).

"And besides this, ADD to your faith" says Peter, "add such things as, virtue, knowledge,
temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness and love." "For if these things be in
you and abound" ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord
Jesus Christ. (2 Peter 1:5). We will never be 'good' but we can ail try to be better.
If Mr. Blair can bring Christian principles into the worid of politics, so much the better,
but we shall have to wait and see. Obviously it won't be easy.
EDITOR.
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GLEANINGS
"Let her glean even among the sheaves"

Ruth 2:15

TWO MUSTS

"He must increase, but I must decrease''

John 3:30

WE BEHELD HIS GLORY

"And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace of
God was upon him."

Luke 2:40

"And all that heard Him wereastonished at His understanding
and answers."

Luke 2:47

"The people were astonished at His doctrine: For He taught them
as one having authority, and not as the scribes."

"But the men marvelled, saying, what manner of man is this,
that even the wind and the sea obey Him!"
"But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power
on earth to foi^ive sins."
"Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did:
is not this the Christ?"

Matt 7:28

Matt 8:27

Matt 9: 6

John 4:29

"And the word was made flesh, and dwelt among us,
(and we beheld His glory, as of the only begotten of the Father)
full of grace and truth."

John 1:14

THE BIBLE SPEAKS

"He was transfigured before them. And His raiment became shining, exceeding white
as snow; as no fuller on earth can white them .... And suddenly, when they had
looked round about, they saw no man any more, save Jesus only with themselves."
Mark 9:2,3.8
HE MUST GROW GREATER

"He must grow greater, 1grow less and less;
I like the mist which o'er the mountain flies;

And in the rising glory vanishes;
He like the sun in yon fair morning skies;
Amen, amen! I would not have it otherwise."
Horatio Bonar

GLEANINGS

"Let your purpose be to unfold the beauties of Christ and to bring the saints into the
conscious presence of the Lord."
PAUL SAID

"I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me."
Galatians 2:20

I MUST DECREASE

"Wouldst thou be great? Then lowly serve!
Woudst thou go up? Go down.
But go as low as e'er thou canst.
The Highest has gone lower still."
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SOMEONE HAS SAID

I once heard Dr. Bonar remark that he could tell whether a Christian were growing. In
proportion to his growth in grace he would elevate his Master, talk less of what he was
doing, and become smaller and smaller in his own esteem, until, like the morning star, he
faded away before the rising sun, Jonathan was willing to decrease, that David might
increase; and John the Baptist showed the same spirit of humility.
D.L.M.

LESS AND LESS

"Make this poor self grow less and less.
Be Thou my life and aim;
O make me daily through Thy grace
More meet to bear Thy Name!"
ALL POWER IS GIVEN UNTO HIM
A TEXT

"And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, AU power is given unto me
in heaven and in earth."

Matt 28:18

WE QUOTE - FRANCES RIDLEY HAVERGAL

'The Father is the source of all power. For 'Thine O Jehovah, is the greatness and the
power.' The Holy Spirit is the communicator of power, so that those who bring their
emptiness to be filled with the Spirit may say: "Truly, I am full of power by the Spuit of the
Lord.' But our Lord Jesus is the Depository of the power. As in Him are hid all the treasures
of wisdom and knowledge, so in Him is 'the hiding of His power" who has delivered all
things unto the Son of His love."
Selected by Leonard Morgan

ARE WE RIGHTEOUS ENOUGH
Are you righteous enough to go to heaven? If you died today, would you have the right
to enter that glorious eternal home? Surely you don't like the tone of those questions any
more than I do. Yetwe often hear the prayer, "And if we have been found faithful, give us a
home in heaven." How faithful? Better it were that we pray, "Oh, Lord, help us to be

faithful!" Knowing ourselves as we do, we will surely ^so be praying, "Mercy, Lord!
Mercy!"
CREDITED RIGHTEOUSNESS

Righteousness from Christ. Our "righteousness" is not something that we "live in such
a way," that we may expect a heavenly home. Living a righteous life is imperative, but that
concept in itself is "justification by law." The salvation we know in Christ is not simply a
blessing extended us because we believed enough to obey His commands to salvation, it is
His righteousness credited to us in our obedience of faith. This we must understand,

appreciate and embrace. Using Abraham as a clear example of imputed or reckoned, or

cr^ited righteousness, the apostle Paul taught, "Wherefore also it was reckoned unto
Him for righteousness" (Rom. 4:22). Abraham was almost a hundred years of age (verse
19), but he believed God was able to provide him with a son even as He had promised
(verses 20,21). "Therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness'" (Rom. 4:22
KJ.V.); "This is why 'it was credited to Him as righteousness'" (N.I.V.). From that fact,
the apostle Paul insisted, "Now it was not written for His sake alone, that it was
reckoned unto Him, but for our sake also, unto whom it shall be reckoned, who believe
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on Him that raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was delivered up for our
trespass, and was raised for our justification" (verses 23-25). Thus our righteousness is
from Christ, is in Christ (Eph. 1:3-14). That's how we were cleansed from our past sins
when we were baptised as penitent believers; that's how we are "righteous" before God day
by day as Christians, receiving forgiveness from a just and merciful Heavenly Father. See
Philippians 3:9.
Blessed Assurance. "Wherefore also he is able to save the uttermost them that draw

near unto God through Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them"

(Heb. 7:25); "I am persuaded,that neitherdeath, nor life,nor angels, nor principalities,
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any
other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ

Jesus our Lord" (Rom. 8:38,39); "I am the good Shepherd: the good Shepherd layeth
down His life for the sheep .... I am the good Shepherd; and I know mine own, and
mine own know Me
My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow
Me: and I gjve unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, and no one shall
snatch them out of my hand" (John 10:11,14,27,28).
WALKING IN THE LIGHT

Faithful Children. Reading the Holy Word reminds us of the constant call to
faithfulness. True, ours is an imputed or credited righteousness, and true, our sense of

security in Christ is very real - but we mustever remember, "God is light, and in Him is
no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with Hun and walk in the

darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: but if we walk in the light, as He is in the light,
we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanseth us from
all sin" (1 John 1:5-7).

Surely none of us holds the shallow "in grace now, out of grace now" concept - i.e., in
grace when fully doing the Master's will, and out of grace whenfailing, stumbling, sinning.
"Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee the crown of life" (Rev. 2:10) sees
faithfulness, not perfection. The forgiveness of God is needed by us time and again - and is
granted through Christ. In

no sense is this a license to sin. Faithfulness involves our

continuing study of the Word of the Lord so that we may know His will, faithfulness
involves dedicated service in the name of our Lord, faithfulness involves love and fervour,
not passiveness and lukewarmness. And faithfulness involves being often on our knees in
penitence, confessing sins and imploring forgiveness.
Oh, yes, we can understand the difference between neglect and service, disobedience
and obedience, sincerity and hypocrisy. So, too, we can understand the difference between
trying and failing and not trying at all. We can also understand the difference between

sinning and repenting and continuing impenitently in sin. Question: Are you a perfect
husband? Perfect wife? Who wouldanswerin the affirmative?! Anotherquestion: Are you a
faithful husband? Faithful wife? Yes, yes. We do not walk in the light perfectly, but we do
endeavour day by day, year by year, to walk in the light. We are less faithful at times than at
other times, but keeping the faith is near and dear to us. Even the apostle Paul's "I have
fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith" (2 Tim. 4:7)
cannot be viewed as his claim of perfection.
C. ROGERS.

THE ART OF LISTENING
The eminent novelist and philosopher Andre Gide once opened a lectme by noting: 'All
this has been said before, but since nobody listened, it must be said again.' Nobody listened how often is this the case, and how often must messages be repeated because they were not
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heeded in the first place. In business, family and other personal relationships, the failure to
listen properly is responsible, at the very least, for an enormous waste of time.
The failure to listen, as every Bible sttident knows, can have tragic and etemal
consequences. Jesus began the vital parable of the sower with the challenge: "Listen!" (Mark
4:3-8, N.I.V.). The parable itself shows the necessity of careful listening. It is not the fault of
the sower or of the seed, but of the soil, if no harvest is forthcoming.
There are certain essentials to good listening that we want to consider in this article,
Fu-st, we need to be quick, "quick to listen" (James 1:19). We often reverse what James
says in this verse and are "slow to listen and quick to speak." Someone has said that God
gave us two ears and only one mouth, so we should listen twice as much as we speak. Like
the Bereans we need to be eager to listen to God's Word (Acts 17:11).
Second, we should develop our ability to concentrate. An American speech
communications expert, Dr. Harrel T. Allen, said, "Listening is hard work and requires
increased energy - your heart speeds up, your blood circulates faster, your temperature goes
up," Jesus often said, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear." We all have ears, but do we
use them? Timothy was told to devote himself to the Scriptures, to be diligent in these
matters and to give himself wholly to them (1 Timothy 4:13-16). "You can't take pains with
something or be absorbed in it and remain passively aloof. You must get involved. You have
to open up and let God talk with the real, inner you. You have to concentrate. You have to
work at stripping away all the prejudice and pre-suppositions that keep you from being an
active, receptive listener."(The Trauma of Transparency, by J. Grant Howard, page 92).
Third, there has to be an honest love of the truth. Do we really want the truth? Or do
we prefer our own pre-conceptions or church traditions? The wise man encourages us to buy
the truth and not sell it at any price (Proverbs 23:23). Jesus spoke of the importance of
knowing the truth (John 8:32). Paul said that to fail to love the truth would result in the loss
of salvation (2 Thessalonians 2:9-12).
Fourth, we must realise the importance of the message itself. The messenger is
secondary; it is the message that is important. Like Paul, the true preacher of the gospel will

hide behind the cross and keep himself in the background. The people of Nineveh would
never have repented had they permitted the attimde of the messenger to affect their listening.
They knew that it was a matter of life or deadi. The preacher may not have the most pleasant
voice or have some other drawback, but if he is preaching the truth then we must receive it
as the word of God. On the Mount of Transfiguration, God said, "This is my Son, whom I
love, with Him I am well pleased. Listen to Him" (Matthew 17:5). The message is
important because it comes from God's Son who is King of kings and the Lord of lords.
Fifth, we must recognise the need for repetition. The Jerusalem Christians "devoted
themselves" to the apostles' teaching and met together daily (Acts 2:42,46). The "Blessed

man" of Psalm 1 had his delightin the law of the Lord and meditated on it day and night. In
his second letter, Peter emphasised the importance of repeating basic lessons (2 Peter 1:12,
13; 3:1,2). Some say "I can't understand, so why listen?" But students who take difficult
subjects recognise the need for sustained concentration and repetition. They see this as
necessary for graduation and getting a job. Is it not worth far more to gain an etemal
reward?

Sixth, there must be discernment The message must be carefully considered (Mark
4:24). Eve heard, believed and obeyed a lie and she had to pay die penalty. We must not be
like funnelsand swalloweverything we hear.The Scriptures frequently warn us againstfalse
prophets (Matthew 7:15,16; 1 John 4:11). Let us heed Paul's inspired advice to 'Test
everything. Hold on to the good" (1 Thessalonians 5:21).

Seventh, there needs to be an attitude of reverence. We need to continually keep in
mindthat it is the Word of God that we are hearing. If we reject it, we are rejecting God and
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not the preacher.

Eighth, we must be ready to obey what we hear. The message was of no value to

God's ancient people because they did not believe and obey it(Hebrews 4:2). James says, "
Do not merely listen tothe word, and sodeceive yourselves. Do what itsays" (James 1:22).
Ninth, and lastly, there must be a willingness to take criticism. Sometimes we have

to feel bad in order to become good. The Word is "useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting andtraining in righteousness" (2Timothy 3:16). "TheWord ofGod is living
and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul
and spirit, joints and marrow. It judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart

Nothing Inall creation is hidden from God's sight! Everything is uncovered and laid
barebefore theeyes of Him to whom we must give account" (Hebrews 4:12,13).
K.T.THOMSON

tion Box

Conducted by
Alf Marsden

"In N.T. times an "Evangelist" was an offRce (or work) in the Church. Ibday Ifa
preacher chooses to preach full-time. Instead ofpart-time, does that alone confer upon
him N.T. powers. I.e., put hun on a par with Timothy and Htus, and authorised to
appoint elders, reprove and rebuke congregations even with elders? All b^use he
preaches full-time instead of part-time?"

The crux of this question seems to be (a) has a full-dme preacher any special N.T.
powers, (b) is he authorised to appoint Elders, and (c) can he reprove and rebuke a
congregation over the heads of any Elders or Deacons. If I have made a right interpretation
of this question, then we shallneed to go intomoredetail.
THE EVANGELIST

The word in the Greek language is EUANGELISTES which means, literally, 'a
messenger of good' (EU, well, ANGELOS, a messenger) and it denotes a peacher of the
Gospel. In Acts 21:8 we read, ". . . and we entered Into the house of Philip, the
evangelist, which was one of the seven; and abode with him." (The 'seven,' of course,
were the ones appointed to look after the Hellenists. See Acts 6.). Philip was the one who
preached in Samaria, and also to the Ethiopian Eunuch. In Eph. 4:11 we see there listed

various people for the establishment and extension of the early Church. I think J.B. Phillips
gives us a clear picture, "His 'gifts unto men' were varied. Some he made his messengers,
some prophets, some preachers of the gospel . . . etc." These were necessary to equip the
saints so that they could come to the maturity of the faith.This was a 'work' which had to be
done so far as the preacher of the gospel was concerned, but I do not see it as an 'office' in
the Church 'in perpetuity'. Today, following the pattem of what die Church calls 'mutual

ministry', we have many brothers who are 'preachers of the gospel' in their own assemblies;
rather depressingly, they are, in many cases, preaching thegospel to theconverted. This we
loosely call 'evangelisation.'

A missionary is a preacher of the gospel. We in the Church talk about 'the missionary
journeys of Paul'; he was an Apostle, ofcourse, but he was also a preacher of the gospel.
Before his Damascus Road experience, Saul of Tarsus made havoc among the Church,
persecuting from house to house. (See Acts 8:1-4). Many of the Christians were scattered

abroad, and in v4 weread, "Thereforethey that werescatteredabroad wenteverywhere
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preaching the word." When this happened, there must have been some error and
misinterpretation of the scriptures. The case of Apollos, the Alexandrian proves this. Here
was a man mighty in the scriptures, eloquent, instructed in the way of the Lord, and fervent
in spirit, but he knew only the baptism of John. Aquila and Priscilla had to take him aside
and "teach him the way of God more perfectly." We can understand, then, there must
have been a great need for preachers and teachers in the early Church, not only to preach
and teach the word, but to correct whenever it was necessary. What 'special powers these
then had at that time is a matter of some conjecture, but the scripnires state that Philip could
work miracles; but he did not, and could not assume any Apostolic powers. (Read Acts 8:517).
INTO THE WORLD

As regards the setting up of churches in different localities, I think we must
acknowledge the contrast between the 1st century and the 20th century. The early days were
volatile days regarding the preaching of the word; we read of 'thousands' and 'multitudes' of
people responding to the gospel. These converts would need leading and guiding and so
some sort of church organisation locally would have needed to be established. This was
evidently in place, because Acts 20:17ff records that Paul, from Miletus, sent for the Elders
at Ephesus to come to him. v28 records that the Holy Spirit had made them overseers with
the express purpose of feeding the Church of God. I can only conclude that if the Holy Spirit
had made them overseers it was because, among other qualities, they had lived Spirit-filled
lives, and that had led their fellow-Christians at Ephesus to seek them out from among
themselves for leadership. It is probable that the Apostle's hands had been laid on them, not
to confer on them any special powers, you understand, but to 'set them forth' before the
others as overseers. They, and they alone, were responsible for ruling and disciplining their
charges. There were many converts, and it is plain that local groups had to be organised this
way. You will understand also, that when the scripture says that the Holy Spirit had made
people overseers, we are not thinking of 'cloven tongues of fire' descending on them, but
rather a recognisable Spirit-filled life. It is also interesting to note that when Paul wrote to
Corinth concerning the case of the incestuous brother, he had to recommend to the Church
what should be done, and he waited in some trepidation until Titus informed him that it had
been done. (Read 1 Cor. 5, and 2nd Cor. 7). Therefore, I see no valid reason why anyone,
evangelist or otherwise, could or should usurp the authority of elected overseers.
Consider the situation in the late 20th century, but before we do let me make one point. I
have never seen the role of an evangelist as being attached to a church which has Elders and
Deacons; I believe he should be out preaching the word in areas where there is no church,
so that, perhaps, one could be started. I am open, of course, to defend that statement. It
seems to me, however, that today most people couldn't care less about God and His Christ,
and it is very difficult to win souls. If, therefore, an evangelist works a new area with the
gospel, it may take some considerable time before a church of suitable numerical strength
can be set up, and out of which the members can select their own leaders. Until that time,
the evangelist will have to lead and guide. When he considers that the church is numerically
and spiritually strong enough to stand on its own, he should have taught them that they must
look for their leaders from among themselves; he should not make any attempt to appoint
them himself. When the exercise is complete, he should move on to another area. Do you
say this is an arduous task? So it is, but then, work for Christ has never been an easy option.
Therefore, in view of what I have said, we can conclude that Elders and Deacons are not

necessary for the being of a church, but they are certainly necessary for its well-being.
TIMOTHY AND TITUS

Timothy had been left by Paul at Ephesus. His task was to teach the truth, and also to
expose errors of doctrine. I think the key verse in the two letters is to be found in 1 Tim.
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2:14-16. He was also to warn them about false teachers. He was also to teach about the

establishment of Church government. (See 1 Tim. 3). It is the qualifications of these men

which Timothy had to teach, but these men 'first had tobeproven.' This follows the pattern
of Timothy himself, who was "well reported of by the brethren that were at Lystra and
Iconium." (Acts 16:1,2). Titus isnot mentioned in the Acts, but we can get a clear picture of
him by consulting such scripmres as 2 Cor. 2:13;7:6 -15; 8:6-24; 12:16-18; Gal. 2:1-3; 2
Tim. 4:10. Paul used diem as 'good ministers' ofthe gospel ofGod. They were exceptional
teachers in the establishment of the Church.

The task of Htus was to 'set straight the things that remained' (that still needed to be
done) in the towns and cities of Crete. He was told to 'appoint' (KATHISTEMI) Eldeis in
every city. There is noecclesiastical ordination inview here, but rather an 'appointment for
recognition of the churches' of those who had shown Spirit-filled lives. The word does not
preclude the choice by the churches.
CONCLUSON

So what have I said in answer to the question? The so-called 'powers' of Timothy and
Htusresided in their determination to preach and teach under Paul's Apostolic instructions
We have the word today with the same Apostolic authority, and our duty is to obey by
exhibiting Spirit-filled lives.

As faras I can see, there is noscriptural authority for evangelists to 'appoint^ Elders and
Deacons.

Furthermore, I believe that an evangelist does not have the authority to reprove and
rebuke a congregation over the heads of Elders and Deacons unless, of course, the reproof
and rebukeare inherentin the word he may be teaching.
(All questions, please, to Alf Marsden, 20 Costessy Way,
Winstanley, Wigan. WN3 6ES)

TfflS WORLD
I do not presume to infer that no one else has ever felt the impact of the full
understanding that the scriptures reveal concerning "this world", but just recently as I
studied the subject again, the full force of the words of Jesus were driven home. "Now is the

judgement of this world; nowshalltheprince of this world be cast out"(John 12:31).
Yet Jesus, continuing in the same breath also said: "and I, if I be lifted up from the
earth, will draw all men to Me." (Dealing with the last statementfirst; we see that this has

been fulfilled - notthat all men; in thesense ofevery single person, butthatmen from every
nation under heaven have been drawn to Him, many to ultimately obey the gospel and be
saved, and many to be drawn to the principles that Jesus taught; but yet never havmg
sufficient faith to obtain the salvation that is revealed.

The "prince of this world" should be understood from the same standpoint and
perception as those to whom Jesus originally addressed the remark - (John 12:29) Pharisees (vl9) Greeks (v20) Disciples (v22) who, with the exception of the Greeks, all
knew their Old Testament well. As men who called Abraham "father" (John 8:39) the
significance of the title "prince" would not go unnoticed. In Gen. 23:6 it is recorded that

men recognise Abraham as being "a mighty prince" and this in contrast to the very first
place that the word orconcept isrecorded (Gen, 12:15) - here the "princes" were recognised
as having their power and authority from Pharaoh, whereas thechildren of Heth (Gen. 23:5)
also translated as Hittites (N.I.V.) knew that Abraham had a special relationship with the
God of heaven by the accounts of his pastexploits, and God's intervention in the events of

his life tothat date, and it was this therefore that led them toattribute tohim the concept of
"prince",not by any man's authority but fromGod Himself.
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The word "prince" in the Old Testament is translated from the Hebrew word "sar" (from
which we derive our "czar" - Russian - "Tsar" • Latin "Caesar") which means - any headperson, captain, chief, general or governor.
'TfflS WORLD' IS NOT OUR WORLD

Satan then obtains his authority and power only as God sees fit, but nevertheless by
God's permission - just as Jesus told Pilate "Thou couldest have no power at all against
Me except it were given thee from above"(John 19:11).
The conclusion is as stated in 1 John 5:19 "the whole world lieth in wickedness"

(KJ.V.) or "the whole world is under the control of the evil one" (N.LV.) Ephs. 2:2 says:
"the prince of the power of the air."
Jesus adds to our understanding when we read: "he that believeth not is condemned
ahready" (John 3:18).
All the nations arc under the rule of Satan, despite all the counterfeit "good" that
governments do and despite all the poor, blind, misled people of this world would have us
believe; there now can be no lasting, meaningful peace that can be or will be worked out by
men in any situation, confrontation or conflict. Laws of men, piled up on top of laws of men,
will never stop the anarchy, violence, lawlessness and hatred that permeates men's hearts.
All men must be "born again" (notice that Jesus did not say that men should go
around SAYING they arc "bom again" but rather He said ye must "BE" bom again) John
3:3-7).

For those of us who have obeyed the gospel this world is not our home for we have
come "to the heavenly Jerusalem" (Heb. 12:22) and are looking forward to die New
Heaven and New Earth (Rev. 21:1-7). Having been sanctified by the tmth we are "in" it but
not "o/'iY (John 3:3-7).

We MUST be on guard against those who would have men place their hope for peace in
the wrong place and with the wrong people. "Finally" - read Ephs. 6:10-18.
G. SILLMAN,
P.O. BOX 327, Chilliwack, B.C.
Canada V2P6J4.

SCRIPTURE
READINGS
August 4
August 11
August 18
August 25

Psalm 32
Psalm 1
Proverbs 4:1-19
Isaiah 11:1-10

Phil. 3:17-4:7
Phil. 4:8-23
Col 1:1-20
Col. 1:21-2:5

"Rejoice in the Lord always: and again
I say, rejoice" (4:4).
Brother

Bill

Cook

and

brother

Graertie Pearson have recently returned
from a trip to Ghana. They have told us
about the joy among the saints there
despite a distinct lack of resources (to put
it mildly!). We love our African brothers
and sisters and thank God for their "joy-

REJOICING IN THE LORD

full" lives. We in the West have much to

There is much doom and gloom in
Britain today. In fact, a survey has just
been published in the U.K. which reveals
there is more pessimism around than
optimism. People are worried about job
insecurity, crime, public and personal
health, terrorism, corruption, cost of living,

learn from them. Perhaps they know the
chorus I used to sing in the Sunday

etc. There is a distinct lack of the "feel

good factor" throughout the country.
People say there is nothing to rejoice
about. But Paul wrote all these years ago:

School:

Joy, joy, my heart is full of joy;
Joy, joy, my heart is full of joy;
My Saviour dear is ever near
That's the reason why my heart
is full of joy.
The joy that Jesus brings is unique. It
is not of this world, but it is a fruit of His

Spirit (Gal. 5:22).
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THE DUTY OF RIGHT THINKING

Paul wrote: "Finally, brethren,
whatsoever things are true whatsoever

things are honest, whatsoever things are
just, whatsoever things are pure,
whatsoever
things
are
lovely,
whatsoever things are of good report: if
there be any virtue, if there be any
praise, think on these things" (4:8). W. J.
Dawson was moved to pen this on this
verse "The control of our thought is our
great prerogative. We are what we think,

and unless we think of noble things we
shall not be noble, and unless we have the

high thought we cannot live the high life."
He concluded his essay with these words:

"All change in life begins with change of
thought, of aim, of intention; and hence the

duty of right thinking as the primary
condition of all right living. Whatsoever
things are true, honest, just, pure, lovely,
and of good report, fix the mind on these
things."
Paul

wrote

to

the

Corinthians:

"Casting down imaginations and every
high thing that exalts itself against the
knowledge of God, and bringing into
captivity every thought to the obedience
of Christ" (2 Cor. 10:5). He fully realised
that there was a war on for the hearts and

minds of men and women. This war, of
course, is still taking place and all of us are
involved in it, whether we like it or not. I
like what Paul said to the Romans: "And
be not conformed to this world: but be

you transformed by the renewing of
your mind, that you may prove what is
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will
of God" (Romans 12:2).
THE COLOSSIAN LETTER

AUTHOR: The apostle Paul.
DATE: c.eO

PLACE: Rome, while Paul was a prisoner.
PURPOSE: "Two matters ... First, he was

writing to Philemon in Colossae sending
back his runaway, but now converted
slave, Onesimus (Phm. 7:21), He could

also take the opportunity of writing to the
whole of the Colossian Church. Secondly,
Epaphras had brought to Paul a report of
that Church, which included many
encouraging things (1:4-8), but apparently
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also disquieting news of the false teaching
that threatened to lead its members away
from the truth of Christ. This news pressed
the apostle to write as he did" (F. Foulkes).
COLOSSAE: was a city of Phrygia in the
Roman province of Asia. Like Hierapolis
and Laodicea, it was situated in the valley
of the River Lycus about one hundred
miles East of Ephesus. Herodotus, in the

fifth century B.C., spoke of it as "a great
city of Phiygia." Xenophon, at the
beginning of the following century,
described it as "a populous city, wealthy
and

large."

Later

it

diminished

in

importance with the growth of Hierapolis
and Laodicea. Strabo, at the beginning of
the Christian era, called it a small town.
The site is now deserted.

CHURCH ESTABLISHED: "Christianity
was introduced to the Lycus valley during
the years of Paul's Ephesian ministry
(cA.D. 52-55) . . . While this work was

directed by Paul, he was assisted by a
number of colleagues, and through their
activity churches were planted in some
areas of the province which Paul was
unable to visit personally. Among these
were the churches of Colossae, Laodicea

and Hierapolis, which appear to have been
planted by Paul's colleague Epaphras; this
may be inferred from Paul's reference to

him in Col. l:7f; 4:12f' (F.E Bruce).
THE SUPREMACY OF CHRIST
Someone once said:
"Jesus is not
valued at all until He is valued above all."

And, of course. He is above all. Paul in

this portion of Scripture (1:15-20) clearly
reveals the supremacy of Jesus the Christ.

It is worth reading again and again.
One of the most important writers of
the twentieth century, I think, is Henry M.
Morris, the Creation scientist. His defence

of Biblical Creationism over the last thirty
to forty years has been of great
encouragement to me. I shall never forget,
when I first read his book, (co-authored
with John C. Whitcomb Jr.) - The Genesis
Flood - the impact it made upon me. It
helped restore my confidence in the
Biblical record. I say all this because
Morris, in one of his most recent works, -
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The Biblical Basis for Modern Science highlights the creation by Christ and the
Christ of creation. He quotes verses 16 and
17 of chapter 1: "For by Him were all
things created, that are in heaven, and
that are in the earth, visible and
invisible, wliether they be thrones, or
dominions, or principalities, or powers,
all tilings were created by Him and for
Him: and He is before all things, and by
Him all things consist." He points out
that the latter words are similar to those of

Hebrews 1:3: "... who (Jesus) being the
brightness of His glory and the express
image of His person, and upholding all
things by the word of His power, when
He had by Himself purged our sins, sat
down on the right hand of God." Two
points I wish to make here. First,
"thrones, dominions, principalities and
powers" have to do with angels. The
terms are equivalent to "seraphim,
cherubim, archangels and angels."
Second, God created all things by the
power of His word and sustains all things
by the word of His power. To explain the
order in the universe man now speaks of
laws of nature. John R. W. Stott once

wrote: "So-called natural laws simply
describe a uniformity which scientists have
observed.

And Christians attribute this

Christ - a cause, he believed, was not only
worth living for, but also dying for. To him
it was a privilege to suffer for the Master
(1:24). Paul was going through a great
struggle for Christians he had never seen,
but whom he deeply loved (2:1).
Remember that, when he wrote this letter,

he was a prisoner in Rome awaiting
judgment and possible execution. It was
typical of this great apostle that he was
thinking of others ahead of himself.
Again, we used to sing in Sunday School:
"Jesus first, yourself last, and others in
between" Paul was worthy of conducting
our junior choir.
IAN S. DAVIDSON,
Motherwell.

TEST YOUR BIBLICAL

KNOWLEDGE

1. On which day was a Jewish boy
circumcised?

2. Who was the wife of Lappidoth?
3. With how many chariots did Pharaoh
pursue the Israelites after they left
Egypt?
4. Who was the third son of Adam and
Eve?

5. Who were Job's three friends?

6. At what age did Joshua die?

uniformity to the constancy of God."
Jesus is not only Creator, but "the
image of the invisible God, the firstborn
of every creature" (1:15). Jesus Himself

8. Where did Damaris become a believer?

once declared: "He who has seen Me has

10. How many people were killed when

seen the Father" (John 14:9). "The
firstborn of every creature" should be

the tower of Siloam fell on them?

read in conjunction with the words in verse
18, which explains this phrase: ".. . who
(Jesus) is the beginning (the source or
origin), "the firstborn from the dead."
Further, Jesus is "the Head of the body,
the Church..." (1:18). Think about it: to

destroy a body you have to destroy the
head. I thank God that I am a member of a

body that cannot be destroyed.
PAUL'S LABOUR FOR THE
CHURCH
To read verses 12:24 to 2:5 is to read

of a man totally dedicated to the cause of

7. Where was Paul's home town?

9. Who is the Lion of the tribe of Judah?

OBITUARY
Beaulah Road Kirkby in Ashfield: The
church here regret to announce the death
of our oldest member, Bro. Reginald
Bursnell on the 29th April, after a short
illness. Reg, as he was known, was a well
loved and respected member having
reached the age of 85 years.
Reg had been a staunch Christian for
70 years, reliable and dependable in
attendance, and in addition acted as church

auditor for many years. He had been a very
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good cricketer in his younger years, a fast
bowler in the style of Larwood and Voce
who lived in the same area of Nuncargate.
Reg will be much missed by us all and we
extend to his dear wife Betty our sincere
and deep condolences, may the Lord bless
and strengthen her at this time of deep
sadness. A fitting tribute was given in a
service at the Beulah Road chapjel
conducted by Bro, David Wilson who also
officiated at the Mansfield Crematorium.
T. WOODHOUSE (Sec)

(For your diary)
ANNUALSOCIAL

At Newtongrange, will,God willing,
take place on
SATURDAY, 12th OCTOBER, 1996
at 4.00 p.m.
(Details later)
EDITOR'S CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Please note that the editor's address is;

70 Avon Street, Motherwell,
Lanarkshire. MLl 3AB.

Telephone: (01698) 264064

Kirkcaldy: Thechange to theDirectory is;

CHANGE OF 'PHONE NUMBER

Sec. Alan Moyes

The new 'phone number of
Bill and Eleanor Pirie is

Con. Tom Steedman

(01542)834734

RUTH MOYES (Sec.)

Slamannan District: The Quarterly
Mutual Benefit Meeting took place on
Saturday, 8th June, 1996, at Haddington
Meeting House, when the subject for
discussion was "What is the meaning of

CHANGE OF SECRETARY

The new Secretaryat Newtongrange is:
David Ferguson,

2d Keir Hardie Drive, Mayfield,
Dalkeith, Midlothian.
Tel. 0131 6542012

the phrase "Baptised for the dead" in 1 Cor.
15:29?" The Chairman was Bro. J. R.

Gardiner and the Speakers were Bro Niall

Scobbie and Bro. Drew McGinn. Although
this was the first occasion of speaking at
Mutual Benefit Meetings for both our
young speakers, they both made a very
useful contribution to the understanding of
the subject. The discussion amongst the
audience thereafter brought out, as always,
much information and food for thought
and a very profitable and enjoyable time

was had by all. Our next such meeting
will, God willing, be held at Motherwell,
on 7th September, 1996. when the subject

will be "What is the Apocrypha? and why
are these books not in the Bible?" The
Chairman will be Bro. Ian Davidson and

OLD PUBLICATIONS RE-TYPESET
Printed copies, all in A4 size.

Price includesPost and Packing.
"Tallcs on the Tabernacle" by Walter
Crosthwaite. 1951. 17 pages

(£1.00).

"Sydney Blacic, Preacher and Social

Reformer" by T. J. Ainsworth. 19II. 54
pages, without photographs.
(£3.50).
"For

His

Name's

Salie"

Witness

Members against Militarism during 19141918 War. 1921. 56 pages, no pictures.
(£3.50).

Any of the books on IBM compatible
disk, DD (720 KB). Containingone or two
books, according to length, as requested.
Per disk.
(£1.00).
(It is inadvisable to send disks overseas

the Speakers will be John Colgan, Tranent

unfortunately, as some countries subject

and Bro. Graeme Pearson, Dunfermline.

the mail to x-rays which erase the work).
More titles in course of preparation.
Miss R. M. Payne, 1 Kennilworth Avene,
Reading. RG30 3DL.

Thanks are due to the sisters at Haddington
for the enjoyable refreshments.
HARRY McGINN (Sec.)
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GHANA APPEAL
I would like to start by sincerely
thanking our brethren who made the
journey of Graeme and myself to Ghana
possible. It was exremely profitable and I
pray that this work to extend the Lord's
Kingdom will continue for many years,
that the Church there will continue to grow
and our brethren helped and encouraged.

They certainly deserve it and the number
of congregations has increased from
eleven at the end of my previous visit to
forty one now. We have seen for ourselves
the dedication to, and love for, the Lord

among our Ghanaian
promotes this.

brethren which

While we were in Ghana we wimessed

a number of baptisms, including sb( in one
village, and I have since been told that
there have been a further sixteen baptisms
and two restorations. Before writing this
appeal, I've been reading some of the

"Graeme Pearson (Ghana Appeal)" and
send to Graeme Pearson, 13 Fairways,
Dunfermline.KY120DU.
Tel. 01383 728624.
BILL COOK.

SURE REFUGE

While a small steamboat was crossing
a stormy bay, the engine suddenly stopped,
and for a few minutes the situation was

one of real peril. One elderly woman
rushed to the captain anxiously asking if
there was any danger. "Madam," was the
uncompromising reply,"we must trust in
God." O, sir, wailed the enquirer, has it
come to that?"

A good many of us act as though we
felt like that in times of peril. We are
willing to trust in almost anything - except
God.

letters I've received since returning home
and it warms my heart to see the close love
our brethren there have for us. To quote
one sentence "May the brethren there
through you come to love us more in
Ghana." They certainly have a great love
for us, was evident from just being with
them and I, too, have a great love for them.
Let us continue together in the bond of
love that the

extension of the Lord's

Kingdom may continue.
Please make cheques

payable

to

•(t7:ei 35ini)8l -01
•(S:g uoriBi9A9^) snssf *6
•(t^£'33:Z,I siov) suaqiy 8
•(e:32 SJ3V) snsjBi 'l

(8:3 ssSpnf) on *9
•(irz

qof) JBiidoz pUB pcpna 'zBiidiia "S
•(g3;tr sissuao) ipss 'i?

•(9:i7l snpoxa) snjd 009 *£
•(l7:t7 saSpnf) qBJoqaa Z
'iVZl snDpiA9T) qiqgja *1
SHSMSNV
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Pleading for a complete return to Christianit}/
as it was in the beginning
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SAVOURING THE THINGS OF GOD
This week, in Saudi Arabia, a bomb, large enough to create a crater 35 feet deep, and to
be heard exploding from a distance 7 miles away, has just killed 19 Americans and seriously
injured a great many more. A week or two earlier, a massive bomb ripped through the city
centre of Manchester, England, miraculously not killing anyone but injuring hundreds and
doing damage estimated at hundreds of millions of pounds. Apparently the work of a
terrorist is never done and, sadly as we all know, this kind of thing goes on all the time. In
Palestine and elsewhere Jew and Arab shoot and shell one another on an ongoing basis. The
siege and shelling of Kabul has been going on for years now, and there are other 'holy wars'
here and there, and from time to time. Many of the bombing outrages may ostensibly be
politically motivated, but in reality they are caused by religious differences and are

perpetrated either in the name of God, or Allah. The I.R.A. have been blowing people up
since I was a wee boy, but deny that they are terrorists, choosing rather to be known as
"freedom fighters." Historically however, the 'great divide' in Ireland is not so much political
as religious and goes back as far as 'King Billy' (William of Orange). The polarisation in
Ireland between Catholic and Protestant is still, in many areas, deep and strong and never far
from the surface. Indeed, just a few days ago, riot police had to cope with serious scuffles
over freedom of passage for the Orange Parades in Ulster.
Muslim fundamentalists, pro-Iranian Hezbollahs, are engaged, it seems in a Holy War
(Jehad), and violence and murder are all pan and parcel of that policy. The Muslim religion
is said to be the fastest growing in the world and is. and always has been, committed to
gaining convens by force of arms. The animosity between Jew and Arab goes back, of
course, to Abraham. The I.R.A. have currently had the rare opportunity of declaring a cease
fire without 'losing face' but have declined to do so, and one can't help feeling that many of

that type actually enjoy the plotting and killing, and are very reluctant to give it up. This is
1996 and although we like to consider ourselves civilised and sophisticated, the truth is that,
as lias been said before, man is still not so very far removed from the 'cave man' image. One

often wonders if those who perpetrate these outrages of murder and carnage for religious
reasons, or in a 'Holy War" ever consider what God thinks of it all. Do those who stoop to
death and destruction in the name of God, or Allah, imagine that God looks down smilingly
upon such horror and bloodshed? 'Religion' it may be. but it certainly has nothing to do with

true Christianity. However, a warped sense of religious purpose, and a jaundiced conception
of "the will of God," is nothing new and can go back quite a long way.
HOLY WARS

The name of 'religion' has always been invoked for all kinds of death and destruction.
Back in 1095 the Crusades (Holy Wars) began and were waged in the name of God. On that
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date. Pope Urban II appealed to the chivaky of France and Europe to Hght in defence of the
Christian religion. He described the suffering of the pilgrims in the East at the hands of the
Seljuk IVrks, a vigorous and fanatical race which had taken Palestine from the Arabs and
had over-run Asia Minor. With great eloquence the Pope urged his audience to take up arms

in the defence ofChristendom. The response was imm^iate. On all sides shouts of"Deus de
volt" (it is God's will) were raised. "Rinics were torn up to make crosses and the Bishop of
Le Puy was first to kneel at the Pope's feet to receive the cross and make the 'Crusader's
Vows.' Some, of course, went to these subsequent wars for personal gain, but most (many
were poor peasants, women and children) went inspired with the ambition to free Jerusalem
(the Holy City) from the infidel. Over many, many years the slaughter on both sides was
enormous and these Crusades (Holy Wars) continued, incredibly, for over 400 years, both
sides completely convinced that they were doing "God's Will."
THE INQUISITIONS

Akin to the above was the role played by the Inquisition, not, this lime, to free the Holy
Land from the infidel, but to 'purify' the Church from heresy; the Church being the R.C.
Church. The official terminology for 'heretic' at that time included anyone who held a
religious opinion "opposed to established doctrine." In 1215 Pope Innocent III sent special
delegates to Provence (southern France) to enquire into heresy there, (the Waldenses started
about then) and by 1248 Innocent IV had established a full-scale Inquisition. These
Inquisitions spread to Italy, Portugal, Spain, Mexico, Peru, India and Germany, and indeed
wherever the R.C. Church prevailed. Again it is quite incredible to know that these
Inquisitions lasted 600 years and ended only a little over one hundred years ago in some
places.
The horrors of the Spanish Inquisition are well-known and this Inquisition reached its
height in the reign of King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella. These monarchs took the
oppominity of taking revenge on some of their political enemies as well as the heretics, and
so the Spanish Inquisition was particularly severe. The main aim was to get rid of the Jews
(The Marranos) and the Moors (Moriscos: converted Mohammedans). Their goods and
properties were confiscated and many were tortured, killed or deported into ghettos.
Arriving in a district, travelling Inquisitors would be joined by a local Bishop and a 30 days
"period of grace" announced, during which those in custody, and the suspected, could
confess their 'crimes.' When this period had expired, trials began and horrific torture was
applied to extract 'confessions.' Names of 'wimesses' were kept secret and so false charges
could be made and personal vendettas could be waged. At a grand public ceremonial called
Auto-da-fe (Act of Faith) the names of the guilty were announced and the punishments
(fines, imprisonment or death). Some Inquisitors General were highly infamous and greatly
feared. The first to condemn 'heretics' to be burned alive was Pietro de Verona. He was later

killed by the people of Como but notwithstanding, he was later canonised by the R.C.
Church and called "St. Peter The Martyr." Napoleon put a stop to these Inquisitions in 1810
but they revived and were finally ended by Maria Christina in 1834, The total number of
victims and total amount of pain and suffering can only be guessed at, but to take only the
short period between 1500-1525 over 349,000 Marranos were accused, 28,540 were
condemned and 12,000 of those burned at the stake. This was only a small fraction of the

victims in Spain but the same was going on in many other countries. It was all done in God's
name. It was all done to keep the 'Church' pure and was, therefore 'God's Will.' No doubt the
officiating priest, in the torture chambers, would not be unduly perturbed when his prayers
were drowned out by the screams of some poor wretch on the rack, or receiving the hot
irons: he was only doing "God's Will."
MEEK AND GENTLE

These references in no way exhaust the long catalogue of crimes against humanity
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where Gcxi's name is invoked to justify all forms of blood-letting and gross cruelty. If we
had time we could describe the terrible things done to the Scottish 'Covenanters,' and we
could quote the words of Oliver Cromwell after the Battle of Marston Moor (York) in July
1644 when he boasted. "We never charged but we routed the enemy, God made them as
stubble to our swords."

Can we imagine for a moment that all these thingsjust described, have any connection
whatsoever with the will of God? The poet Bums said, "Man's inhumanity to man makes
countless thousands mourn." Bums quite often gets a bad press but he knew where the fault
lay. It is man's inhumanity that is the root of all our troubles. Jesus did the 'will of the

Father' andnobody could havebeen more'humane' thanJesus. His teaching was, "love thy
neighbour" a sentiment with which the Jew must have been greatly familiar, for it was the
second greatest commandmentgiven in the law. Yes,there was bloodshed and 'Holy' wars in
the O.T. but God's Will,expressed through Christ, is that we should "do good" to those who

despise us and pray for thosewho despitefully use us. Yes, the O.T. mle was "Aneye for an
eye, and a tooth for a tooth" (a principle the Israelis exact upon the Arabs today, and viceversa) but Jesus said, "But I say unto you, love your enemies." The Jews have never been
able to accept such a thing - loving one's enemies. On the question of mortal combat, even

for a good cause, Jesus said, "My kingdom is not of this world, else would my disciples
fight" Jesus obviously, could have extricated Himself from His arrest and trial by resorting
to physical force but He rejected the idea totally. He came to do "God's Will" but that did not

include inflicting painand death upon His fellow-man. To Peter who sprang to his Master's
defence with a sword, Jesus said, "Put up thy sword; for those who live by the sword
shall die by the sword." Muslims intend, where necessary, to make converts at the pointof
a sword but this has nothing in common with the teachings of Christ.Jesus wins convertsby
the drawing-power of His love; not by the threatof the sword.Did not Paul say, (2 Cor. 10)
"For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh. For the weaponsof our
warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds."
Paul made these remarks to the Corinthians as he besought them "by the meekness and
gentlenessof Christ." Christ's life waspersonified by meekness andgentleness.
SAVOURING THE THINGS OF GOD

Some people have strange ideas about "God's will" and there is a common belief that
nearly everything that happens is "God's will." I once had neighbours (who considered
themselves strong Christians) who, if anyone in their household fell sick, would never
summon a doctor in the belief that if the illness proved fatal it must be God's will. It is also

quite common to hear people say, if, for instance, they failed to get a particular job they
sought, after interview, that it must have been God's will. If they got the job it was God's
will and if they failed to get the post it was also God's will, whereas the truth might have
been thatthey were notproperly qualified for thejob or hadnotsufficiently prepared for the
interview: i.e. God hadnothing whatever to do with it. It is also quitecommon for God to be
blamed for all kinds of natural disaster and for everyday catastrophes such as train crashes,
plane crashes, explosions down mines, drowning and road accidents involving small
children: i.e. if God does not personally intervene, such things must be God's will. Jesus,
Himself, believed in doctors and the seeking of medical aid, and certainly did not subscribe
to the fatalistic opinion diat everything that happened was God's will and could not be
influenced or altered.Jesus was "theGreat Physician."
Anyone who seriously wants to know "God's will" can find it only in the scriptures:
God's revealed word. "God's will" is now enshrined in the teaching of Christ and His
apostles. David, in his day, said "I delight to do THY WILL O God: yea Thy law is
within my heart." (Ps. 40:8). Thus David links God's will with the law as revealed, Paul
prayed that God would make the brethren "perfect in every good work to do HIS WILL
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working in you that which is well-pleasingin His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom
be glory for ever." (Heb. 13:21). Thus "God's will" includes "every good work" and "that
which is well pleasing to God," which rather precludes groups like the IJI.A. This is
reinforced by Christ's parable of the lostsheep and the fact that there is morerejoicing over
one lost sheep that is found than over 99 that never strayed. Jesus said, "Even so it is NOT
the will of your heavenly Father that one of these little ones should perish" (Matt.
18:14).

It seems inevitable that if we fail to study the N.T. to know what is, and what is not,

"God's will" we will end up with somebizarre ideason the subject.Beingearthlycreatures it
isn't easy for us to get on God's wavelength. Material concems, come more readily to our
minds than spiritual.Even the apostle Peter, after years in the presence of his Master, was
miles away from God's wavelengdi and had to be rebuked by Jesus because he "savoured
not the things that be of God, but of men." This could befall any of us. James and John,
likewise, seemed light-years away from the mind of God when they suggested to Jesus that
they should "bring down fire" and incinerate a small village in Samaria just because the
villagers seemed rather cold towards Jesus. "But He turned and rebuked them and said.

Ye know what manner of spirit ye are of. For the Son of Man is not come to destroy
men's lives but to save them." If members of 'the twelve'could seriouslymisread the mind
of God in this way, it behoves us lesser mortals to be closely guided by "God's will" as
revealed in His word. And all those engaged in "Holy Wars" should give great heed to the
words just quoted: i.e. "For the Son of Man is not come to destroy men's lives but to
save them."

MAKING OTHERS SUFFER IS NEVER GOD'S WILL

Peter envisages the situation where the disciples might suffer, as a result of "God's

will" but not that they should make others suffer a muchdifferentthing. He says,"Forit is
better, if the will of God be so, that ye sufferfor well doing, than for evil doing"and later in
the chapter (1 Peter 4) says, "But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as
an evil-doer, or as a busybody in other men's matters." And so a great mass of murder,
evil-doing, and meddling in other men's matters, goes on and masquerades as "God's will,"
when, so often,it is very far indeed from beinganything like the will of God. I thinka good
guide in the matter is to be found in Christ's words in Matt. 12:50 i.e. "For whosoever shall

do the will of My Father which is in heaven, the same is My brother, and sister, and

mother." By this criterion all those who do God's will should be obviously and clearly
identified as Christ's brother, sister and mother. Could we imagine that the sectarian murders

in Belfast are, individually, a brother of Jesus, or that the hijackers of aeroplanes who
frighten and shoot innocent passengers, are in any shape or form to be likened unto a brother

of Christ? The man who turned the thumb-screws or applied the blinding hot poker in the
Inquisitions: was he the brother of our gentle Lord: the Prince of Peace?
Yes,many may be very sincere, and genuinely believe that they do God's will and have a

clearconscience in the matter, but sinceritycan not make that whichis evil, good. I suppose
the apostle Paul was a classical case. He persecuted Christians with a fervent zeal, sending
men to prison and to death, and he said he did it in "in all good conscience" which no
doubt he did. His conscience, in this case, was unreliable because on many things he was
misinformed. Jesus wamed of this situation when He said, "These things I have spoken
unto you that ye should not be oflended. They shall put you out of the Synagogues: Yea
the time will come that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God's service. And
these things they will do unto you because they have not known the Father, nor Me."

(John 16:1-3) Thus, then, diose who kill others, and maltreat them, thinking that they do
God's service, merely illustrate the fact that, not only do they not do God's will, but they
"have not known God, nor Christ"
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The Psalmist prayed thus, "Teach me to do Thy will; for Thou art my God; Thy
spirit is good; lead me into the land of uprightness" (143:10).
God is good and upright. Man's inhumanity to man can never be "God's will."
EDITOR.

GLEANINGS
"Let her glean even among the sheaves."

Ruth 2:15

COUNTTEN

"Seeing then that these things cannot be spoken against, ye ought
to be quiet, and to do nothing rashly."

Acts 19:36

WISE WORDS

"Gentlemen, if you have no objection, we will consult a little with
the town clerk of Ephesus.''

Conon Mather

THE BIBLE SPEAKS

"As thy servant was busy here and there, he was gone."
"Study to be quiet, and to do your own business.''
"Be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath."
"Lead a quiet and peaceful life in all godlmess and honesty."
"Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established."
"In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness and in
confidence shall be your strength."
"When he giveth quietness, who then can make trouble."

1 Kings 20:40
1 Thess. 4:11
James 1:19
1 Tim. 2:2
Prov. 4:26
Isaiah 30:15
Job 34:29

WE QUOTE - J. H. JOWETT

"One of the gravest perils which beset our ministry is a restless scattering of energies
over an amazing multiplicity of interest, which leaves no margin of time or of strength for
receptive and absorbing communion with God.
We are tempted to be always on the run and to measure our fruitfulness by our pace and

the ground we cover in the course of a week!
We are not always doing the most
business when we seem to be the most busy. We may think we are truly busy when we are
really only restless."
BECAREFULL

"Keep the door of my lips"

Psalm 141:3

GLEANINGS

"Guard thou thy tongue from ceaseless words, "whatever else you do;
And ere you speak of anything, be sure you know it's true.
For oftentimes some little word, though said in fun and jest,
Will fill some tender, loving heart with dire unhappiness.
Alice M. Barr

"Speak gently! it is better by far to rule by love than fear.
Speak gently! let not harsh words mar the good we might do here."
D. Bates

"Never come to a hasty decision - wisely and slow; they stumble that run fast."
W.Riley

"Don't steal tomorrow out of God's hands. Give God time to speak to you
and reveal His will. He is never late; leam to wait."
C.G.
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TALES WORTH TELLING

An active woman had on her wall the text, "Be strong and work." She was smitten down
with sickness and was constantly worried by that word of exhortation, for she had no power
to rise and serve. A Christian friend turned the card and wrote, "Be still and know." It is well
for us to understand how a master hand directs. At one time it is "Come and rest"; at another
time it is "Go over to the other side."
SIMPLE SAYINGS

On a fishmonger's slab I once saw a nice salmon, uncut and unspoiled, looking really
superb. The price ticket was stuck in it, but some humourist had printed another label and
stuck that on too. It bore the words: "If only I had kept my mouth shut I wouldn't be here."
That simple saying was very true, but when I told my wife about it she thought it had
another value, she said, "I wish sometimes I could remember that, when I start to grumble
about something or someone with whom I feel annoyed or upset at the moment."
C. A. Joyce
Selected by Leonard Morgan

BAPTISM AND THE RESURRECTION (1 Cor. 15)
Some in the Corinthian congregation were obviously having doubts about the
resurrection of the dead. This whole chapter is devoted to that subject.
Paul has not changed the subject in verse 29 - he is speaking about the resurrection of
the dead. The reason he mentions the practice of baptising living people for those who have
passed away, is to show the inconsistency of those who; having been involved in this
practice before becoming Christians; were now questioning whether the dead were raised.
Pagan peoples and some Jewish sects practised a form of ceremonial washings for many
different reasons; and if Paul were alive today he might very well question those who
sprinkle infants (calling it baptism) and possibly might ask them what the infant believes and
what sin it had committed.

lingers Bible Dictionary has this to say under the heading of "baptisms": "baptism or
ceremonial purifications, were common among the Jews. Not only the priests and other
persons, but also clothing, utensils, and articles of furniture were thus ceremonially
cleansed."

Now the ceremonial "washings" that Unger places under the heading of "baptism" are;
according to the scriptures he quotes (Lev. 8:6 and Ex. 19:10-14 in the O.T. and Mark 7:3-4
as well as Heb. 9:10 in the N.T.) "ceremonial washings," and these (although done as a
ceremonial cleansing) could never be compared with the ONE baptism (by immersion)
referred to in Ephs. 4:5. As a matter of fact, when we look at 1st Peter 3:21 we can readily
see why this baptism by immersion was not to be considered as, or compared to, the
ceremonial washing that had previously been practised under the law.
The Pharisees believed in the resurrection of the dead, but the Sadducees did not, and

Paul used this very fact to extricate himself from a very threatening situation in Acts 23:6-8.
This belief by the Jewish sect of the Sadducees is the very reason for which Paul wrote that
which is contained in the 15th chapter of 1st Corinthians.
In passing we should note that we can apply the passage in 1st Peter 3:21 in another way
to-day: there are thousands of "good" people to-day who "put off the filth of the flesh" - they
stop lying, swearing, and they start praying to God and acknowledge Jesus Christ (they say,
"just let Jesus come into our heart"). They also do many works of benevolence - all of which
can be accomplished by simply reading the New Testament - but they can never have "the
answer of a good conscience towards God," because they have not obeyed that command
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which "now saves us" - the ONE baptism. Those who; in the O.T. obeyed the law regarding
ceremonial washings; arc in many respects similar to those who to-day obey that form of
Christianity which calls for a change of life-style, yet never believe that it is God's choice, or
will, and His power, that saves us through baptism.
We become alive in Jesus Christ through our faith and trust in Him which is
demonstrated by our obedience in being "buried with Him in baptism," - Col. 2:12. It is
only then that our life is secured and not by any of the changes in our life-style, which, being
motivated by our love of God and the sacrifice of His dear Son, automatically follow.
G. Sillman,
Box 327,
Chilliwack, B.C., Canada.

Conducted by
Alf Marsden

"Can sisters aslc questions and make comments in Bible Study Meetings?"
During my Service years I had some experience in negotiating minefields; the fact that I
am still here proves that I was fairly successful. Since taking over 'Question Box,' the
'minefields' have become inherent in some of the questions, and since I have never given
answers which people want to hear, I have, inevitably, pleased some and offended others.
This is another such question, and I shall have to tread very carefully.
HAS ANYTHING CHANGED?

Weil, there are some things which haven't changed. The immutability of God and His
counsel stand supreme. If God cannot change, and the words of scripture are 'God-breathed,'
then I think we must also conclude that God's revelation is of an unchanging nature, that is,
of course, if we correctly interpret the mind of God in the revelation He has left for us of
Himself. The truth of the principle of incorrect interpretation can be seen in the diversity of
'faiths' in the world today.
In view of the above, we can say that we have been blessed with a new relationship in
Christ. "For as many of you as have been baptised into Christ have put on Christ
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor

female; for ye are all one in Christ Jesus." Gal. 3:27,28. That is also a relationship which
cannot change so long as we are 'in Christ'. So in the spiritual nature of the Church, we all
become 'new creatures in Christ Jesus.' We must, however, realise that though we are 'a
new creation in Christ Jesus,' we still maintain our sexuality in the physical sense, i.e., man
and woman. As regards headship the order as laid down in 1 Cor. 11 is God, Christ, man,
woman. We shall need to return to this later.

There are some things, however, which have changed, the most important being the
changed roles of male and female in the secular society; we have almost reached the stage of
role-reversal. Women no longer see themselves as units for the mass-production of children.
Nor do they see themselves as head cook and crockery-washer in the home. Many women
now hold senior and executive positions in industry and commerce. Many men now find
themselves at home looking after the childrcn, preparing meals, etc., while the woman is out
working and acting as provider. But what has this got to do with the conduct of women in

the Church, some may ask. Well, when we ask such a question we are no doubt thinking that
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our sisters remain unaffected by what is happening around them. I am not too sure that this

is thecase. Dress fashions change, and our sisters respond. Thecapacity to be intellectually
competent, with its prospect of 'upward mobility' affects our sisters as it does others. We
could go on, but everyone realisesthat changeshave takenplace since the first centuryA.D.
So our sisters - and it is women we are talking about - are somewhatpolarised. On the
one hand they are being drawn to God and his requirements of them, and on the other hand,
they are inevitably influenced by the changes taking place around them. A situation which is
not easy to come to terms with, both for men and women. So what is the answer?
PAUL'S TEACHING

The teaching by Paul is plain and unambiguous. In 1 Cor. 14:34,35, we read, "Let your
women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but
they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law. And if they will learn
anything, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in
the church." The reader will remember that Paul, in chapter 11, had rebuked Christian
women for disorderly conduct with respect to dress. They were bringing shame on their
heads(the men),and also on die Church. Now it seems that the women are compounding the
offence by bringing shameful attitudes into the public worship of the Church. All this is in
addition to the gluttony being engaged in by some at the Lord's Table. There was much

wrongat Corinth, and their luxurious, licentious, and immoral lives gave rise and meaning
to a verb "to corinthianise."

The teaching found in 1 Tim. 2:11-15 is very similar, "Let the woman learn in silence
with all subjection. But 1 suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the
man, but to be in silence ...." To 'usurp authority' over the man means 'to dominate the
man.' Paul again refers to the Creation and the hierarchy that God established. Paul saw it as
reprehensible that the 'new creation' should bring shame upon Christ, and also, in the
Church, that the woman should bring shame upon the man. This teaching again refers to
public worship. As I have pointed out before, there is no question of inferiority; it is how
God has decreed it.

AN ANALYSIS

I think it is time now to analyse what we acmally do as Churches of Christ, against what
is said. The only Meeting of the saints which I can find in the N.T. is the one for the
Breaking of Bread. Not many Churches known to me confine themselves to that one
Meeting. So it seems to me that there is no scriptural authority as such for holding other
types of Meeting. However, we have taken the view that the teaching ministry of the Church
is implied in the Bible. Paul says, "1 suffer not a woman to teach," but it is also true that a
teaching ministry by women takes place in the Church, e.g., Sunday School Bible classes,
women's Meetings, special Ladies Days, etc. Dare I say that not many leaders know what is
taught at such Meetings? Not that I am casting aspersions on the motives of our dear sisters,
but you understand, of course, what I mean.

How has the above situation developed? Has authority been given by the various
Oversights? Have the Meetings just evolved over a period of time? Do women teach
children better than men? Whatever the reasons, a teaching role for women does exist. My
personal view is that I have never seen this to be disruptive, nor have I seen usurpation of
authority over men, particularly in the Breaking of Bread services. So 1 would endorse this
sort of teaching ministry; I believe our sisters are intelligent enough to know when they may
over-step the mark.
Part of Paul's instruction in 1 Cor. 14 has always caused me a little confusion, "And if
they will learn anything, let them ask their husbands at home." What about our
unmarried sisters? They have no husband at home to teach them.

So what about our question? In view of what we have said up to now, we need to
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consider this sensibly and lovingly. Our sisters don't have blocks of wood on their shoulders.

If the Bible is being studied, and they don't understand something, why should they not ask,
and even make a comment to illustrate their tack of understanding? Some of the Bible
Studies 1have 'endured'show a marked degree of mis-interpretation, so if our marriedsisters
wait until they get home to ask their husbands, they may get a greater degree of confusion

than theyhad in the Meeting. In orderto quell the fears of someof our brothers, perhaps if a
sister said, "Do you mind if I ask a question or make a comment?" That sort of attitude
cannot be classed as disorderly, nor is the sister being disobedient. If the presiding brother
said, "Yes, I do mind; you must keep silent," then that would be the end of the matter; not a

very sensible end, I might add, but an end. However, it would seem wrong to me to give
sisters authority to hold women's Meetings, and then deny them the right to ask a question in
a Bible Study Meeting, especially if they asked permission to speak. Now that is
inconsistent.

The Breaking of Bread Service, though, is another matter, not least because this was the

Service referred to by Paul when he gave his instructions. I have only ever heard one sister
behave in a disorderly manner at such a Service. She was dealt with summarily, and the
outburst was viewed so seriously that she had to apologise to the Church.
So I give my answer unhesitatingly, YES.
(Ail questions, please, to Alf Marsden, 20 Costessy way,
Winstanley, Wigan, WN3 6ES)

CATCHING UP WITH THE CO-OPERATION
CHURCHES
It seems that it has taken only about forty years or so for the Old Path Churches to catch

up with the "progressiveness" (or digressiveness) of the Co-operation Churches of Christ,
and one wonders who should get the credit for it.

In my June article, "By Public Demand," I mentioned that every disciple of Jesus is a
minister (or servant), and is also a priest unto God in the priesthood of all believers. I also
staled that it would be as scriptural to describe any one man in a congregation as "The
Priest" of that congregation, as it would to describe him as 'The Minister" of that

congregation. In the same month (on 1st June, 1996), by a complete coincidence, the Church
of Christ in St. John's Lane, Bedminster, Bristol, held a special "Service of Welcome" to
welcome the installation of "their New Minister," and many invitations were distributed to
publicise the service: brother Geoff Daniel being scheduled to give "the message of
welcome."

Obviously, many of the young brethren in this country can not be expected to be
surprised at the purpose of this meeting (i.e. "The Minister" being replaced), not having had
the teachingthat some of us had in our younger days, but one can't help wondering what our
elderly and contemporary brethren think of it, and what some of the previous members (now
deceased), at Bristol, would have thoughtof it. Well, they say we can't halt progress, but that
depends upon what we define as "progress" (a question briefly posed and answered in the
following anicle).

In 1952 (really not so long ago) when the Co-operation Churches of Christ (then
considered to be digressive) decided at their Annual Conference to call "the man who

occupied the pulpit" no longer "the evangelist" but "The Minister" it was considered a great
step forward by ihem, but not by all, and prompted what was perhaps one of the best articles
at that time (there were others) on "The Minister" issue. The article, written by brother
Albert Winstanley. was published in the April issue of the "Scripture Standard," 1953, and

122

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

his words are as true today as they were then.
I have, therefore, pleasure in reprinting Albert's article with the hope that it may be
helpful to all, but especially to some of our younger brothers and sisters.
Editor.

THE MINISTER
THE Christian Advocate of January 9th printed an article entitled, 'As Others See Us.'
The writer quoted at length impressions of a South African delegate to the last Annual
Conference of the Co-operation of Churches of Christ, held last August. Here is what Mr.
Holt (the visitor concerned) had to say about a particular conference resolution.
"Conservatism still delays the progress of our British brethren. It woi amusing to hear
them gravely deliberate, for the best part of a morning, whether they should now officially
dub the man who occupies the pulpit, "the minister." (Hitherto they have called him "the
Evangelist). . . I contributed a speech, urging them to take the brakes off the ministry and
to give the splendid body of preachers they have, the opportunity of leading them freely in
the work of the Church. . . Though not without misgiving on the part of a few. the brethren
passed a resolution to the effect that henceforth the preaching brother should be styled "the
minister." Slight as the matter may seem, it represented a step forward."
In the light of such events it is amazing that leading men in the Co-operation should
claim that they still advocate the restoration of New Testament Christianity. It is even more
surprising that anyone should think it possible to reform that human organisation from the
inside. Unquestionably there are those (and not a few) still identified with the Co-operation
who hope that the drift may be halted, and that a return to the old-time plea and position is
possible. But in the light of facts, any such hope appears to be completely unfounded. The
above is not by any means an isolated instance. It is but one of many, indicating a
progressive movement away from the original order and towards sectarianism. Indeed, the
best friends of the movement would find it impossible to show that it is other than a sect
among sects. One by one the fundamental principles of the restoration have been abandoned.
Instrumental music in worship is widespread. In some congregations the platform is often
placed at the disposal of sectarian preachers. The use of the term 'Reverend' is not unknown.
Some churches exercise little or no care to restrict the Lord's Supper to immersed believers.
It would be hard to find one good reason for the Co-operation's continued existence as a
separate religious body.
This article is not written in any spirit of carping criticism. It springs from a two-fold
conviction. First: that many fine people inside this body are wasting time and effort: trying
to reform it. We must bring home to them the seriousness of their position, and seek by

every legitimate means to piersuade them to make a stand for truth. Second: we ourselves
must maintain unbending vigilance. It is futile to imagine that the mere fact of withdrawal
from the Co-operation makes a Church a New Testament assembly - or places it beyond the
reach of sectarian influences. It as is easy to be sectarian outside the organisation as in it.
Our aim must surely be to show our erring brethren - and the world at large - an
unquestionably better way. How may we do this? In one way only; by reproducing the
pattern Church of the New Testament - by restoring the ancient order of things.
Relative to the statement quoted we ask a few questions. First:
WHAT IS TRUE PROGRESS?

It is asserted that progress among the churches concerned is held back by conservatism.
'Conservatism' evidently refers to the attitude of those who felt 'misgiving' at labelling a
preacher 'the minister.' Would to God there were much more such conservatism among those
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churches, but significantly the objectors were but 'a few.' The majority apparently, were
much more 'progressive' in their attitude: they passed a resolution which 'represented a step
forward.'

Behind all this is an utterly false conceptionof what true progress is. And it is one often

heard, even among faithful Churches of Christ. It is assumed that progress consists of adding
large numbers to the Churches. Whatever has popular appeal and is likely to attract the
crowd is 'progressive,' we are told. Anything, therefore, that is unpopular with the masses or emphasises the obvious difference between the Lord's Church and the sects - is

conservative, or old-fashioned. Again and again, the writer has met the charge that he and
his brethren are just that - old-fashioned and out-of-date. And why? Simply because we
insiston the full inspiration of the Scriptures, and urge an unqualified retum to the faith and
order of the New Testament. Well, we are on safe ground. The Word of God makes it plain
that true progress is spiritual progress. Given that, numerical increase will eventually come.
Denied it, no numerical growth is of any value at all. To abandon the Lord's system (of
ministry, worship or belief) for anyother is not progress at all. It is retrogression. In spiritual
things quality is ever more important than quantity - or, as someone has said, 'God counts

hearts not heads.' In a word, if we are ever to go forward we must go back - right back to
Jerusalem.
Next we ask:

WHAT ABOUT THE TITLE?

Dowe read anywhere in the New Testament of the word 'minister' being used as a title
forpreachers? To ask that question is to answer it. We do not. Certainly preachers arecalled
'ministers of the word' (Luke 1:2). We read also of 'mimisters of Christ' (1 Cor. 4:1) and
'ministers by whom ye believed' (1 Cor. 3:5). Of course, preachers are 'ministers.' But the
fundamental error involved in calling a preacher 'THE minister" is the baseless assumption
that preaching isTHE ONLY MINISTRY. Infact, it is but one ministry among many.
Ministry being (generally) service, everynecessary work done by all the members of the
Church is ministry. Every member, therefore, who is serving according to his individual
capacity is a 'minister* - a servant of the Lord. To label one man in a congregation "THE
minister' is not merely totally un-Scriptural, it is anti-Scriptural, in that it denies the divine
system of ministry. This is,that theChurch hasa ministering membership - every member is
a minister. Moreover, this anti-Scriptural practice is a slight on every member of the
congregation which advertises a man as 'THE minister.' It is, in fact, an assertion that he

alone is serving the Lord. The late David King well wrote: 'If the term ("minister") in
Church usage, were applied to all departments of service, and to all who serve, there could

be noobjection to its use. Let it bedeprived of its special parsonic application, and brought
back to its proper and original use, and there will be no need to set it aside' {British
Harbinger, 1870, p77). Finally we ask:
WHAT ABOUT THE OFFICE?

If the Word does not provide for this term being applied to a special class within the
Church - does it provide for the office occupied by such men? THE minister' where he

exists, is the man hired to do the preaching fora congregation. In many assemblies bearing
thename 'Churches of Christ', both at home andabroad, such a man 'fills thepulpit.' Most (if
not all) gospel proclamation is regarded as the prerogative of this special class. Often wellnigh all the exhortation at the Lord's Supper is limited to 'the minister,' too. Is this a New

Testament arrangement? Is it Scriptural for a Church to hand over the edifying of the
Church, or the public preaching of the gospel to any one man? The answer is emphatically:
NO! More will be said(D.V.) in a further article, but die following references prove beyond
question that neither teaching nor preaching are the special prerogative of a particular class
in the Church. Both(with certain limitations) ^e the responsibility of the whole Church - I
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Thess. 5:11; Ht. 1:9; Heb. 10:25; Acts 8:4; 1 Thess. 1:8; Rev. 22:17. Brother King well said:
•What is that office in the Church of Christ which entitles the person who fills it to be termed
THE MINISTER? The answer is short and simple. There is no such office; and therefore, no
such officer . . . there is no trace (in the N.T.) of a class of officers who are authorised
specially and exclusively to designate themselves ministers. In a word, that there is no more

authority for one man to be regarded as the one minister of a Church than there is for popes
and cardinals' (Ibid, pp.77-78).
Faithful Churches of Christ in Britain today stand not merely with David King and other
great restoration pioneers, but also with the inspired apostles of Christ in their opposition to
one man ministry.
Let us maintain this position faithfully. Let us uphold the divine system of ministry that
is our glorious heritage, unmoved by sectarian influences, from whatever quarter they come.
A. E. Winstanley.

background material for a special study

SCRIPTURE
READINGS

of the second and third letters of John. It

was the parish minister of Lesmahagow,
Scotland who advised me to contact

Sept. 1
Sept 8
Sept 15
Sept 22
Sept 29

Isaiah 1:10-20
Prov. 23:1 -20
Job 31:1-15
Ruth 1
Psalm 36

Col. 2:6-23
Col. 3:1-17
Col. 3:18 to 4:18
Philemon
1 John 1: to 2:6

LIFE IN CHRIST

Paul in chapter two is responding, I
think, to a mixture of Gnosticism and
Judaism.

In

Gnosticism

we

have

intellectual elitism; in Judaism we have

cold legalism. Both were a major
challenge for the early Christians. But Paul
knew that if the saints remained close to
Jesus then their faith

would overcome

anything. He wrote: "So then, just as you
received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue
to live in Him, strengthened in the faith
as you were taught, and overflowing
with thankfulness" (2:6, N.I.V.). Also,
"In Him you were also circumcised, in
the putting off of the sinful nature, not
with a circumcision done by the hands
of men but with the circumcision done

by Christ, having been buried with Him
in baptism and raised with Him through
your faith in the power of God, who
raised Him from the dead" (2:11-12,
N.I.V.).
I must admit that for many years I have

studied Gnosticism and Judaism. I got into
the former when I was preparing

Prof. R.

M.

University on

Wilson of St.

the

subject.

Andrews

I soon

discovered he was one of the world

experts on Gnosticism and a two-hour
discussion in his home, following
lengthy
correspondence,
proved

invaluable to my developing knowledge
of a complex philosophy.
Judaism, in its many forms, has
always deeply interested me. I like to
read
books
published
by
Jews
themselves. For example, I often refer to
Louis Jacobs' work What Does Judaism

Say About, . . ? which handles subjects
from Abortion to Zen. But I also like to

read Alexander Campbell on the Jewish
religion because his analysis is second to
none. He once wrote: "The Jews were

under a government of precepts - we
(Christians) are under a government of
principles." He also penned these most
helpful words: ". . . the design of the
Jewish religion and the design of the
Christian are not the same. The former

looked exclusively to the present world:
the latter primarily and almost
exclusively, looks to the next." By Jesus'
day Judaism had, of course, become

corrupted. Many were bogged down in
all sorts of petty rules and regulations (as
many orthodox Jews still are). What did
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Jesus do? "He forgave us all our sins,
having cancelled the written code, with
its regulations, that was against us and
that stood opposed to us; He took it
away, nailing it to the cross" (2:13,14.
N.I.v.). It is interesting to know about

COMMENTS: "In one thing this letter to
Philemon is unique. It is the only private
letter of Paul which we possess" (W.

Gnosticism and Judaism, but it is vital to
know Jesus, and Him crucified.

and tender illustration of Christian love.

Philemon (14), he felt it his duty to send
the slave back to his master" (Thompson
Chain Reference Bible).

Barclay). "This epistle gives us a masterful

For here we see how Paul takes the part of

HOLY LIVING

Chapter three is a wonderful chapter. It
was written by an inspired apostle and is

poor Onesimus and, to the best of his
ability, advocates his case with his master"

altogether inspirational. There is the
question: How should we then live? The

(Martin Luther). "From this epistle we
leam what sort of man the apostle was in
private life. He has here displayedqualities
which are in the highest estimation among

answer is clearly given in this section of
the Colossian letter. For example, Paul
exhorts: "Then put on the garments that
suit God's chosen people. His own. His
beloved:
compassion,
kindness,
humility, gentleness, patience. Be
forbearing with one another, and
forgiving, where any of you has cause
for complaint: you must forgive as the
Lord forgave you. To crown all, there
must be love, to bind all together and
complete the whole" (3:12-14, N.E.B.).
Every disciple's aim should be to put these
words of wisdom into practice.

The Christian religion is a practical
religion. It is not all talk and no action. Far

from it! It is living life to the full - the life
that comes from the Son of God. It is

walking in the footsteps of Jesus and going
about doing good as He went about doing
good. It is making a difference, which is
exactly what holiness is all about.
PHILEMON

RECIPIENT: Philemon, a Christian of
Colossae. He was the master of the slave
Onesimus. He and Paul were intimate
friends.

DATE: when Paul was a prisoner in Rome.
"Onesimus

LETTER OF COMMENDATION
To me, this is a letter of commendation.
I have often wondered how Philemon

received it. I am sure he did exactly as
Paul asked. How could he have done
otherwise!

Slavery is the background to this short
epistle. A study of Roman slavery would
help the reader appreciate it all the more.
We must remember that slavery was an
integral part of the ancient world. The
wholeof society was built on it. No people
in recorded history owned so many slaves
or relied as heavily upon slave labour as
the Romans. And slaves were not treated

as persons at all, but as things.
Consequently, they were brutally used and

abused. F.W. Farrer in his book The Early
Days of Christianity wrote: "At the lowest
extreme of the social scale were millions

AUTHOR: the apostle Paul.

BACKGROUND:

men..." (Adam Clarke).

was

a

of slaves, without family, without religion,
without possessions, who had no
recognised rights, and towards whom none

had any recognised duties, passing
normally from a childhood of degredation
to a manhood of hardship, and an old age

runaway slave of Philemon. It is implied

of

that he robbed his master and fled to Rome
(18), where he came under the influence of
the Paul and was converted. He became a

Christianity changed everything for both

unpitied

neglect,"

Think

of

how

said of the Philemon letter: "What this

devoted disciple of Christ (Colossians
4:9). Paul wanted to keep him in Rome as
a helper (13), but not having the consent of

epistle does is to bring us into an
atmosphere in which the institution of
slavery could only wilt and die."

master and slave. I like what Bruce once
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THE FmST LETTER OF JOHN

AUTHOR: the apostle John.
PLACE

and

DATE:

uncertain,

but

TEST YOUR BIBLICAL
KNOWLEDGE
1. What was the second beast Daniel saw

probably in Ephesus near the end of the
first century.

2. Who was sent to warn the Ninevites?

TO WHOM ADDRESSED: the Church at

3. Which is the longest book in the Old

laiige.

in his first vision?

Testament?

PURPOSE: "The apostle John, having
lived to see great corruptions, both in
doctrine and practice, introduced into the
Church, by many who professed
themselves the disciples of Christ,
employed the last years of his life in
opposing these corruptions. For he wrote

5. How many sisters did Joseph have?
6. How long did it take to build
Solomon's temple?
7. What was Anna's occupation?

his three epistles, to establish the truths
concerning the person and offices of

9. Who killed James, the brother of John?

Christ, and to condemn the errors then

prevailing contrary to these truths" (James
Macknight).

4. Who was Noah's father?

8. How old was Anna when she saw the

baby Jesus?

10. How many pigs drowned when Jesus
sent demons into them?

OBITUARY

KEYWORD: know.

Gnosticism was a major challenge to
the Christian religion in its early days.
Gnosticism comes from the Greek word

gnosis, which means knowledge. Gnostics
were, therefore, "the knowing ones." They
regarded themselves as an intellectual
elite, possessed of esoteric knowledge
given by divine illumination for them and
them alone. To the Gnostics, the "common

herd" did not count. They would always
remain
ignorant,
unteachable
and
unfortunate.e

Gnosticism was a complex philosophy.
One only needs to read Kurt Rudolph's
Gnosis to see that. John is undoubtedly
responding to Gnostic teaching in this first
epistle. Dear reader, every time you come
across the word know underline it, and you
will soon appreciate what John is
emphasising: that Christians are the real
"knowing ones." Their knowledge of God
is through Christ Jesus, who came in the
flesh (denied by all Gnostics) and who is
the true light of the world and the allsufficient sacrifice for the sins of all

mankind. Personally, I believe that the
apostle John was spared by almighty God
to meet the challenge of Gnosticism and to
deal it a crippling blow.

Kentish Town, London: It is with

great sadness that we report the passing of
our dear sister Daisy Norton, on May.
27th, 1996. Daisy attended our services
until
her
physical
condition
and
hospitalisation prevented her. We extend
our sympathies to her family and pray that
her example, and that of her son. Brother
Thomas Walton, will cause others to

consider their
own position
and
relationship with God. The funeral service
was carried out by Brother Derek Daniell.
Dorothy Proud (Sec.)
CHANGE OF SECRETARY

Please note the change of Secretary at
Buckle: W. Mair,
"Mamre,"

15 King Edward Terrace,
Portknockie,

Grampian. AB56 4NX.
Telephone: 01542 840944.
(Sorry I could not have this change in
the July issue as requested: I only received
it on 5th July, Ed.)
BIRTH

Ian S. Davidson,

Congratulations to Kim Kealey and
husband - a son Jake, on May 7th.

Motherwell.

D. Proud (Sec.)
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lives. A meeting hall is being urgently

COMING EVENTS

looked for, to move the brethren out of that

(For your diary)

danger. The meeting hall would have to be

ANNUALSOCIAL

rented for a fee, for which at least three

AtNewtongrange, will, God willing,
take place on

years advance paymentwould be required.
It is a worthy cause to support. The

SATURDAY, 12thOCTOBER, 1996

Committee selected to assist in local

at 4.00 p.m.
(Details later)

met twice between mid-April and June.

management of the funds in Ghana have

Far reaching decisions were taken on
ANNIVERSARY MEETING

125th Anniversary at Kentish Town
on SATURDAY. 12th OCTOBER, 1996
3.00 p.m. and 6.00 p.m.
Tea at 4.45 p.m.
Speaker Jon Glessinger

identifying areas of priority and concern.
High on our priority list now is how to get
the uncompleted five buildings (for
Church meetings) completed. These

In the month of March this year,
Ghanaian Brethren were privileged to

buildings started with donations from
Scripture Standard readers and have all
reached levels ready for roofing. Roofing
materials such as timber and roofing sheets
are in urgent need to provide urgent shelter
to some distressed congreations.
A case on hand is the forceful ejection

APPEAL FROM GHANA

receive brothers Graeme Pearson and Bill

of

Cook into their midst for one month's visit.

classrooms where they were meeting. The

The

brethren now meet in the block walls of

two came purposely to see for

themselves the extent to which the seven

year-old appeal they launched to assist
Churches in Ghana had gone, and to
discuss the future of the work with the
Ghanaian brethren. There is no doubt in

my mind that they were encouraged by the
growth of the Lord's Kingdom here. They
were able to report to many donors on 39
congregations they visited. The spiritual
joy we all shared was the continued
growth of the Church. The way forward is
to consolidate what has been achieved so

Petriansa

Church

from

school

the unroofed building to worship, however,
at the mercy of the weather. This is a
matter of great concern to us and I believe
to all readers. Many congregations are
facing similar problems. We really need
assistance for these projects. Encouraging
news of much joy to us the recent
discovery of two faithful congregations in
the Northern Region of the country. These
Churches at Navorongo and Yorogo with
membership over 60, were visited by
Brothers Fred Tamatey and David Arku-

far and continue to assist in the growth of
the Church. For this cause, we add our

Mensah. The news of an old Christian

voices

came to the committee at meeting
yesterday. The brother is over 60 years old

to the "Graeme Pearson Ghana

Appeal" to first express our appreciation to
all who have willingly supported the
"Kingdom Project" over the years. And
secondly, to let the report by the two
brothers on the Ghanaian situation as they
saw it renew your interest in assisting the
work. A faithful congregation at Agona
Nyakrom meets in a collapsing two storey
building. TTiis poses danger to members'

brother called Kwadwo Kumah, who is ill

and lives with his wife and a son in a

farmhouse. They can only be reached by
canoe over River Pra. The brother fell sick

recently with near paralysis. The old wife
also a Christian is now deaf in one ear. The

irony of it all is that the able-bodied son
who wins breads for the three has gone
blind.

So it

is

the

old

sister who is
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providing care for the two. The report
drew a lot of sympathy and concern. The
committee is working feverishly to get the
old man to hospital. By the time you read
this report he might be in hospital. I know
many who read this story will be moved
by the plight of this family and would like
to tell them "we love and care." All who

wish to help this needy family are
encouraged to do so now and give the sick
man a little comfort. My congregation
wrote expressing their thanks to all donors

as the musician, by his test fork, brings
himself up to the right pitch. Now every
day men need to have a sense of the
invisible God. A clear conception of the

perfect one produces a moral impression.
No nature is of such magnitude that it does
not need, every day, to be tuned, chorded,
borne up to the ideal of a pure and lofty
life. "The New Testament furnishes this

Cook.

"clear conception of the perfect One," this
"ideal of a pure and lofty life." If we would
keep up to tone spiritually we must
continually look to Jesus as there
portrayed. Paul says "But we all with open
face beholding as in a glass, the glory of

Wisdom Kobla Kpehor.
Cheques should be made payable to
Graeme Pearson (Ghana Appeal) and sent
to Graeme Pearson, 13 Fairways,

God, are changed into the same image
from glory, to glory, as by the spirit of the
Lord." (2 Cor. 3:18).
Henry Ward Beecher.

whose gifts reached them recently by the
hands of brothers Graeme Pearson and Bill

Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland, KY12 ODU.
Telephone: 01383 728624.

KEEPING UP TO TONE
"One day when I was with Mr. Hicks,

the painter, I saw on his table some high
coloured stones, and I asked him what they
were for. He said they were to keep his eye
up to tone. When he was working in
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pigments, insensibly his sense of colour

was weakened, and by having a pure
colour near him he brought it up again, just
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Pleadingfor a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning
Vol. 64 No. 10

OCTOBER, 1996

ALMOST - BUT NOT QUITE
During a conversation with a Scribe Jesus revealed that there are people in this worid
who are not far from the kingdom of heaven. The Scribe had asked a question hoping to
trap and discredit Jesus, but was so impressed with Christ's reply, that he was quick to admit
that he had been won over by the obvious wisdom of the answer. Jesus warmed to the

integrity of the man and said, "Thou art not far from the Kingdom of God." (Mark
12:32). The Scribe had been perceptive enough to recognise the truth when he saw it, and
honourable enough toadmit it.There ishope forallsuch; of entering theKingdom ofGod .
This remark of Jesus that the man was 'not far' from the kingdom indicates, of course,
that neither was theman in thekingdom. He was notfarfrom it but certainly not in it. This
suggests, surely, that there is a set demarcation line which must be crossed ere we can enter

God's kingdom. Jesus could just as easily have said, "Glad to see you in the Kingdom" but
He didn't. Clearly the Scribe had an attitude of mind necessary to entry, but had not yet
crossed the boundary line. Paulcould say to the Christians at Colosse that "they had been
delivered from the power of darkness and had been translated (transferred or
transported) into the Kingdom of God's dear Son."* (Col. l:13).They had crossed the
linefrom thecampof Satan intodie Kingdom of Christ. How far away was the Scribe? We
cannot tell but Jesus said he was 'Not far'.

There must be countless thousands of fine men and women who live and die in a state

similar to thatof the Scribe's: i.e. not far from, but not in, the kingdom of God. There must
be countless thousands of good people, who, with a little encouragement and knowledge,
would readily enter the Kingdom: but the problem seems to be in reaching them. It surely
must be a profitable exercise for us to identify and contemplate the reasons why men and
women shy away from crossing the direshold. Some, I suppose, feel that diey arc quite as
good (and in some cases much better) thanthe average church-goer and feel, therefore, that,
effectually, they are already in the kingdom. Some feel, nodoubt, that living the 'Christian'
life would be much too difficult and they hope to throw themselves upon God's mercy on

Judgement Day. Apart from those 'too good' and those 'too bad', there are those who, through
foolish pride, fear what family and friends might say. There arc those bewildered by the
many discordant voices of the religious worid, and not knowing what to believe, end up
suspicious of all sects and denominations. There are also those who are completely 'turned
off by religious division: and those completely indifferent toany suggestion that they ought
to change their present life-style. There may also be many who think that a 'decent' life is
equal to being in God's kingdom: and those who would enter but don't know how. In the

hope that this magazine may be read by someone described above (i.e. not far from the
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Kingdom) I offer the following remarks on the modus operandi of crossing the boundary
line into the Kingdom of God.
DESIRE

Firstly, a very strong desire to enter must be present. This may seem self-evident but if
such a desire is not present in some strength, all that follows will be flawed. The attitude of
the penitent must be, "Speak Lord, for thy servant heareth" and we must regard God as
the potter and we the clay. We must also be prepared to enter the kingdom on God's terms
and not seek to enter on our own conditions. These terms are set in concrete in the New

Testament and have been non-negotiable for the last 2,000 years. Christ is the appointed

Lawgiver and we must acknowledge Him in all things, with humility and great deference.
He who wishes to stipulate his own conditions of entry into the kingdom will never enter,
but manifests an attitude quite unlike the Scribe's, and distances himself from the possibility
of ever gaining admittance.
Likewise, the desire must be genuine and solely motivated by an eagerness to become a
servant of Christ. It is not unknown for some to 'join the church' to please parents, to appear

respectable to employers, or to reach some member of the opposite sex in the congregation.
It is also not unknown for some parents to threaten to drop beneficiaries from their last Will
and Testament, unless such beneficiaries become members of the Church.
FAITH

The rich usually have access to all the best things in life, but we can thank God that, in
this question, the abjectly poor have as ready access to the Kingdom as any others. All that
is required is a true and very strong belief in God. "He that cometh to God must believe
that He is, and that He is a revt^arder of them that diligently seek Him." (Heb. 11:6).
"Without faith it is Impossible to please God." The poor victims of the Slave Trade were

subjected to great poverty, and cruelty, in the cotton fields, yet God's praise was ever on
their lips and their faith in God was an inspiration to us all. Many Jews, of course, believed
in God but that was not enough. Jesus said, "Ye believe in God, believe also in Me." We
must not only believe in the only true and living God, but we must also confess that Christ is
His only Son and our Saviour. John 3:16 is a very well known passage of scripture but the
verses which follow are equally important, "For God sent not His Son into the world to
condemn the world: but that the world through Him might be saved. He that believeth
on Him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he
hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. (v. 17,18)
From this it surely follows that atheists and all sceptics, who remain in that condition,

have no prospects of entering the Kingdom. Active faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is
absolutely prerequisite. Indeed it is so vital that Jesus Himself said that those who do not
believe on the Son are condemned already: condemned even now, before the Judgement.
"Ye believe in God: believe also in Me."
REPENTANCE

To cross the borderline between the realms of Satan and the Kingdom of Christ requires,

quite obviously, that we leave our 'past' behind and mend our ways accordingly. We can't
expect to behave in the Kingdom of God as we did in the service of the devil. We cannot
serve God and Mammon. In short, we must revise our former life-style and repent of our
previous mode of conduct.

This is surely not a mystery, but plain common sense. A great deal has been written
about 'repentance' but perhaps the best and shortest definition of the term was given in
Christ's instructions to the woman taken in adultery, "Go and sin no more". John The

Baptist administered the "baptism of repentance" and those who thronged to receive his
baptism were required to confess their sins and to show some evidence of contrition. This
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did not deter the multitudes who were 'not far" from the Kingdom and they came in their
thousands: including the whole city of Jerusalem, Judea and the entire region round about
Jordan. Such was their consuming desire to enter the kingdom that they were more than
happy to hike the many miles to where John was, and then to search for him in the
wilderness. This illustrates, perhaps, the intensity of their desire to enter, and is worth
noting.

To those who enquired of John as to whatform their repentance should take (for they
already believed in God), and what would constitute evidence of such repentance, John
suggested that he who had two coats should give one to him who had none. Likewise he
who had surplus of bread should give to those who had none. The Publicans received the

charge that they should only exact the correct amount of taxation from the people. The
soldiers were instructed to do violence to no man; neitherto makeany false charges against
any.(Luke 3:10-14). Thus, those intent uponenteringthe kingdom had to change from being
selfish, and self-centred, to being liberal with belongings: sharing their bread and their
possessions. Those, like the Publicans, whose stock-in-trade was deceit and falsehood had to
revert to honesty and fair trading. And those, like the soldiers, who were men of violence,

had to espouse gentleness and fairness in all their dealings. There must be few indeed who
cannot see the sense in 'repentance'. The kingdom of God was no place for violence, cruelty,
robbery, villainy or roguery. All these things had to be left behind in the kingdom of
darkness. And Peter reminds us that we must not return to these things (2 Peter 2:22) as the
dog returns to its vomit,and the sow that was washed to its wallowing in the mire.
BAPTISM

Entry into the Kingdom is marked by a conscious act which declares to the world that

we have crossed the boundary-line: i.e. our immersion in the waters of baptism. It is not
only necessary that the future life-style must improve; but also that the sins of the former
mode of life be dealt with and erased. We have blotted our copy books and must start afresh
with a new page. We must wipe the slate clean and start afresh. Christ came not to call the

righteous but sinners to repentence. The blood of Christcan cleanse all types and forms of
sin, and a man cannot be too deeply-dyed in sin to enter the Kingdom. The dregs of
humanity entered (and still enter) the Kingdom and this included robbers, murderers,
thieves, prostitutes, homosexuals, liars and the like, and all had to be washed clean, to start

life afresh, as guiltless as new-bom babes. How can such a marvellous change be
accomplished? How can such a thing be possible?
It not only can be accomplished but is accomplished by the power of God, the blood of
Christ, and by the baptism of the penitent in the watery grave. Even Paul himself, as he

agonised over the enormity of his sins (especially against the Christians) was instructed by
Ananias to "Arise and be baptised, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the
Lord." (Acts 22:16). The apostle Peter called upon those who had murdered the Christ to
"Repent and be baptised every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission

of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." The abrogation of our sins, and
thegift of theSpirit, fall to us upon our willing submission to the holy ordinance of baptism.
This is the "newbirth"spoken of by Jesus when He said, "Ye must be born again. Except
a man be born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter the Kingdom of heaven." (John
3:5). Andso we must all be reborn in a spiritual sense: of water and the spirit. Paul reminded
the Christians at Corinth that evil men will not inherit the Kingdom of heaven and adds,
"And such were some of you; but ye are washed: but ye are sanctified: but ye are

justifiedin the name of the Lord Jesus," (I Cor. 6:9-11). And so, by the grace and power
of God, it is easily possible to wash away our sins, by baptism, no matter howdegenerate
and evil we may have become. Few can have been as wicked as the Christians at Corinth
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and yet Paul says that they had been washed clean; and had thereby been sanctified and
justified.
In effect, before we can enter the kingdom of God we must have a bath: not for the
cleansing of the physical body but the soul. Very few of the thousands who were baptised in
the Jordan came out of the water with clean bodies, for the river was muddy and dirty, but
their souls had been cleansed whiter than white, clean and bright, and they came forth as
innocent as the newly-born. Paul calls baptism "the bath of regeneration" and says in
Titus (3:5) "Not by the works of righteousness which we have done, but according to
His mercy God saved us, by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy
Spirit." "Washing" is from the Greek loutron, (^d occurs only twice in the N.T.) and
means "a laver or a bath." "Regeneration" also occurs only twice: (here in Matt 19:28) and is
from the Greek paligge which means "a recreation, rebirth or regeneration." Thus "the
washing of regeneration literally means "the bath of rebirth." This indeed how MacKnight
renders it and applies it to baptism (as indeed do all Bible scholars of any repute).
And so, in order to enter the Kingdom of God we must cancel out all our
unrighteousness of the past, and wash away our sins in the waters of holy baptism. We must
be immersed in the 'bath of regeneration' and be 'bom again' (of water and the Spirit) and
emerge from the watery grave to walk in newness of life, (see also Rom. 6). Sadly, this
wonderful and priceless offer, from a benevolent and gracious God goes largely unheeded,
and thousands upon thousands die in their sins.
ALMOST OR ALTOGETHER

Jesus commended the attinide of the Scribe and suggested that he was "Not far from the
kingdom." We don't know how far away he was but he was "not far." We hear no more
about the Scribe and so we don't know whether he entered the kingdom or not. It may well
. be that he died in a state of being "not far" from but not actually in, the Church. Tragically,
many fine people are in a similar situation: not far from, but not in, the Kingdom and who
die in that condition. That should worry us, Bengel says, "If thou art not far from the
Kingdom then enter it: otherwise it were better if thou wen afar off and I suppose this is
very true if we think about it. There is really no merit in being "not far" from the Kingdom if
we never enter it: we would be as well to be miles from it. In like manner, I suppose, when
Paul had preached the gospel to King Agrippa, the king said, "Almost thou persuadest me
to be a Christian." "Almost" is not good enough and, of course, avails nothing. Those who
are almost Christians will almost be saved and will almost go to heaven. As the hymnwriter
expressed it:-

"Almost persuaded" now to believe,
"Almost persuaded" Christ to, receive,
Almost, can not avail;

Almost, is but to fail;
Sad, Sad, the bitter wail,
"Almost" but lost.

Paul's reply to the king was "I would to God, that not only thou, but all that hear me
this day, were both almost and altogether such as I am..." Not almost as a Christian but
altogether one. This was Paul's wish and prayer. May God bless and help all those in the 'not
far* category to have the strength and wisdom to take that decisive step over the boundary
line; leave the service of Satan and be translated, or transported, into the Kingdom of God's
dear Son. "Seek and ye shall And," but we must seek.
EDITOR.
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GLEANINGS
"Let her glean even among the sheaves" Ruth 2:15
JESUS BIDS US SHINE
JESUS SAID

"Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it
giveth light unto all that are in the house.
Let your light so shine

"
Matthew 5:15,16

"Jesus bids us shine with a pure, clear light;
Like a little candle burning in the night.
In this world of darkness, so we must shine -

You in your small comer, and I in mine."
THE BIBLE SPEAKS

"Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning."

Luke 12:35

"Among whom ye shine as lights in the world"
Philippians 2:15
"But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed
into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the spirit of the Lord."
2 Corinthians 3:18

" The skin of his face shone:"

Exodus 34:30

" Hath shined in our hearts."

2 Corinthians 4:6

"Yeshine as lights in the world:"

Philippians 2:15

WHAT IT REFLECTS

"In looking into a mirror, one does not see the mirror, or think of it, but only of what it
reflects. For a mirror never calls attention to itself - except when there are flaws in it."
- Drummond
REFLECTORS

"Rejoicing in that fadeless light, reflectors we shall be;
While walking with Him we become like Him whose face we see."
WISE WORDS

Note the little word SO - "Let your light SO SHINE before men."

"I tried to be a sceptic when I was a young man," said Cecil,
"but my mother's life was too much for me."

"Walk as children of light."

Ephesians 5:8

"My brethren," said an old African preacher, "a good example is the tallest kind of
preaching."

"No man, when he hath lighted a candle, putteth it in a secret place, neither under a
Luke 11:33
bushel, but on a candlestick, that they which come in may see the light"

"O light of light"! within us dwell, through us Thy radiance pour. That word and life Thy
truths may tell, and praise Thee evermore."
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"By looking to Jesus, like Him thou shalt be;
Thy friends in thy conduct. His likeness shall see."
TALES WORTH TELLING

Biographers of Fenelon tell us that he lived in such intimate fellowship with God that his
face shone. Lord Peterborough,a sceptic, was obliged to spend a night with him in an inn. In
the morning he rushed away saying, "If I stay another night with that man, I shall be a
Christian in spite of myself." Someone else has said of him, "His manners were full of
grace; his voice of love, and his face full of glory."
C.G.
GLEANINGS

'It's worth living to know 'at you can 'elp a bit, and I'd sooner bum my candle nor save it,
and I only wish you'd put a match to yours. I'm capped you can't get out o' your doldrums,
but you never will while you take a pleasure in 'em. You can say as you like, but you'd be
fair mis'rable if you'd naught to grumble about. As for bearing it, you've got to bear it.
Whether you can or your can't, and if you was to think o' lightening some'dy else's load
i'stead of groaning 'em having so much to carry it 'ud seem you better."
W. Riley
May the brightness of Thy Glory
So shine forth that men may see
Not myself, but Jesus only.
Shining forth to them from me.
Jesus, source of Light Divine,
Shine within this heart of mine.

Tom Kemp
Selected by Leonard Morgan

THE BREADTH OF GOD'S LOVE
"Wide, wide as the ocean; high as the heavens above; deep, deep as the deepest sea - is
my Saviour's love!" So the children sing of a concept wonderful to realize: God's love for
you and me.
But while we rejoice in that love and depend upon that love, it is hard for us to realize its
breadth, its extent, to whom it applies. While we want it and need it, we have problems
recognising that some who seem especially "unworthy" have a right to it. They don't
"deserve" it, we think. After all, look at their evil, cruel, grossly immoral actions. How could
God have patience with them or consider forgiving them? Such was Jonah's problem.
JONAH'S PROBLEM

Jonah was a prophet to the northern kingdom of Israel during the reign of Jereboam II
(786-746 B.C.). He had likely become somewhat of a national hero through prophesying a
successful national expansion under Jereboam II (II Kings 14:25). What we know about him
indicates that he was a person of no little courage or determination.
Then came that distasteful command. "Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry
against it, for their wickedness has come up before me" (Jonah 1:2). Nineveh was the
capital city of Assyria, long a world-power and a definite threat to the very existence of
Israel. Indeed, it might be said that Assyria was a threat to all that was decent in the world.
"It's atrocities were proverbial, as the records and art left by its kings make quite clear . . .
Nineveh saw men and nations as tools to be exploited to gratify the lust of conquest and
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commercialism. Assyria existed to render no service to mankind" (Jack Lewis, The Minor

Prophets. 55). J.H. Morrison describes the Assyrian army as "a horde of indisciplined
savages whose chief delights were to plunder, ravish, and torture. With his own hands their
king would gouge out the eyes of noble captives, then perhaps flay them alive and peg them
to the ground to perish" (Quoted by Leslie Thomas "Nahum", The Old Testament Books
and Their Messages in the Christian Age, 430).
We can imagine what Jonah thought about the command to preach to Nineveh. Nineveh
deserved judgement, certainly, but they didn't deserve warning. They didn't deserve the
chance to know their fate and perhaps turn from it. Nineveh needed to be destroyed, not
preached to! Jonah shuddered at the thought that preaching might produce repentance and
that repentance might trigger the love and mercy of God. Imagine God deciding to have
mercy on this city!
So Jonah made his decision, hard as it was. In his heart, to preach to Nineveh would be
to be disloyal to his country and to his people. He decided that he could not do it. He would
turn from the will of God and abandon his work as a prophet, rather than aid this vicious
national enemy. Love for country, for family, would this time have to come before the
command of God!

As we picture Jonah heading for Joppa to board a ship, we should see him as heavy of
heart - a lost man in his own eyes. God has asked too much this time. He just could not go
that far! "His motive was not ignoble. Nevertheless, it shows how even the best of intentions
may stand in the way of complete obedience to the Lord. The trouble with Jonah was one
that affects many a Christian today; it was simply refusal to do the will of God for fear of
the consequences. How much better to follow God in everything, realizing that He knows
exactly what He is doing and that the consequences are well in His control. When God calls
us to a thing, worry over the outcome is one of the snares the adversary uses to keep us from
obeying".
THE HOUND OF HEAVEN

Jonah's decision is put into action as he boards a ship for Tarshish (usually identified as
in Spain). God said "Go east" but Jonah goes west! "Away from the presence of the

Lord" (1:3). Really? No, not really,and he knows it (1:9). But if he is to reject duty, to deny
the will of God, he must separate himself from the scene of responsibility, the place of duty.
That will mean separation from his homeland, his people, and from all those things that
remind him of God and of his work as a prophet. He can't really get away from God but he
can get away from all those things that remind him of God.

It is not unusual today to see a person attempt what Jonah attempted. When the will of
God is rejected, when obedience and service are turned from, there often follows a
separation from those things which remind of God, duty, service. This means an avoidance

of worship, the brethren, certain friends, perhaps even certain topics of conversation anything that reminds of the broken relationship with God.

But it does not work that well! "Jonah thought he was through with God . . . But God
was not through with Jonah." A person may diink that they can easily abandon God, but God

can in no wayeasily abandon any individual. The "Hound of Heaven" will pursueas long as
there is hope, as long as there is a conscience,as long as it is possible that one may be turned
back from self-will and self-condemnation to useful service.

There follows the storm at sea, the casting overboard, and the episode of the fish (1:42:10). Through it all Jonah knew who he was and what the problem was. "Tkke me up and
throw me into the sea ..(1:12). Why not? He was at fault, he deserved death. If God
wanted his death then God could have it. But God was not finished with Jonah: enter the

fish. Why the fish? To discipline Jonah.To prepare him to preach withpower. To picture, in
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the distant future, the resurrection of Jesus (Matthew 12:40).

And in the fish Jonah did remember where his hope lay and to whom he had obligation
(see 2:2 and 2:9). It is a shame that it sometimes takes a drastic event to shock us back into

recognition of the need for God - and even then reluctantly. Jonah is brought back to
obedience to God, but his heart is still not really in it!
SHOULD NOT I PITY NINEVEH?

Jonah preached, and his message though short and simple, was very clear. "Yet forty
days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!" (3:4). God knew Nineveh's idolatries, its pagan
vices, it cruelty and violence, and He was ready to judge it for such.
The response to Jonah's preaching is shocking: the people of this great evil city, from the
king down, responded by turning from evil and violence, with fasting and the wearing of
sackcloth, and with a plea to God for mercy! How do we account for this? Jesus said that

Jonah was "a sign to the men of Nineveh" (Luke 11:30). Does this mean his experience
with the fish was known? Did this convince men he was truly from God? It may be also that
Jonah preached with unusual power and conviction after God's discipline - "like a man
raised from the dead". It may also be tiiat God had prepared Nineveh for repentancewith a
severe plague (765 B.C.), a total eclipse of the sun (763) and another plague (759).
It was right that God's patience with immoral, idolatrous, violent Nineveh should have a

limit - and it was right that His judgement could be averted by repentance. God has no joy in
the condemnation of a people, He wants their salvation. The threat of judgement was
conditional and could be averted by repentance (Jeremiah 18:7-10).
Jonah's message would well fit our society. How much more patience will God have

with us? Are we more hardhearted than ancient Nineveh? Certainly we have an even
stronger motive for repentance (Matthew 12:41).
Jonah became very angry with God's display of mercy to this evil city (4:1-5). He had

been afraid of this all along! "Do you do well to be angry?" God gently uies to get him to
see his selfish hatred in all of its ugliness. It is obvious that Jonah had obeyed God only in
body, not in heart and spirit. Real joy and peace comes when we really and truly reconcile
ourselves to the will of God. Reluctant, grudging obedience is not enough. "O Love That
Wilt Not Let Me Go!" As Jonah sits in a booth under the hot sun and waits for the hoped-for
destruction of the city, God patiently tries again to get him to understand His love and mercy
(4;6-ll). A plant quickly grows up to provide welcome shade, only to be destroyed by a
worm. Then comes the sirocco, the scorching, east wind. And Jonah is so upset that he again
contemplates death. "Do you do well to be angry for the plant? ... You pity the plant,
for which you did not labour, nor did you make it grow, which came into being in a
night, and perished in a night. And should not I pity Nineveh, that great city... ?"
God used nature (the storm, the fish, the plant, the worm, the wind) to try to influence
Jonah, to make him think, but He would not force change in him. Any true change would
have to come from within Jonah. Jonah could love Israel (a nation far from righteous) could he not love other nations, too? Jonah could pity a plant - could he not pity people,
even 120,000 children? Jonah could patiently sit in the hot sun to wait for a city's destruction
- could he not exercise that patience to try to save the same city?
Behold, the breadth of God's great love to His selfish, reluctant, often disobedient people
- see Him seek to discipline and teach, always patient, persistent, hopeful. Behold, the
breadth of God's great love for a violent, godless, immoral people - see Him patiently
waiting, willing to receive and forgive. After all. He "desires all men to be saved and to
come to the knowledge of the truth" (1 Timothy 2:4). "Wide, wide as the ocean ..." Yes!
W.Hart
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Conducted by
Alf Marsden

"Are there 'big sins' and 'little sins'? The N.T. seemes to indicate that some sins are
worse than others. Jesus said, "It shall be more tolerable" for some than others on
Judgement Day. Would you comment, please?"
Anything which is 'tolerable' means that it has to be, or can be, endured. The mother

may say to the child, "I'm not going to tolerate this sort of behaviour any longer", meaning,
of course, that she isn't going to endure behaviour which she finds to be unsatisfactory. The
machine engineer, when producing components on his lathe, has to work to certain

'tolerances'. Thismeans that the piece of apparatus intowhich thecomponent will eventually
be fitted, will 'endure' a greater or lesser degree of accuracy; the drawing from which the
machinist works will determine what accuracy is necessary. Therefore, I believe wecansay
that if something is tolerable, then we mean that it may be difficult or painful, but it can be
endured. If, on the other hand,something is 'more tolerable' than something else, then in the
second instance the thing to be endured is more difficult and more painful than in the first
instance. I thinkwe may be able to proceed from this point.
ASSOCIATED WORDS

The Greek word for 'tolerable' is ANEKTOS, and this is akin to ANECHd which means

'to endure'. The use of this word in the N.T. is quite specific. Paul says to the Thessalonian
Christians, "We ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your patience and
faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure". 2 Thess. 1:4. In 2 Tim.

4:3. Paul speaks of the intolerance of those who will not heed the teaching, "For the time
will come when they will not endure sound doctrine".

Anotherassociated word is the word 'bear*, signifying to support or endure as a burden.
In Matt. 20 we have the account of the householder who hired labour for work in his

vineyard. When the time came for the payment of wages there was grumbling from those
who had worked all day because other late arrivals had been paid the same amount. In v12 it

issaid, "Theselast have wroughtbut one hour,and thou hast madethem equal unto us,
which have borne (endured) the burden and heat of the day". Now that we have looked
at some of the scriptural implications, we can perhapspresson.
THE CITIES OF THE PLAIN

The scriptures referred to in this question are to be found in Matt. 10:15;ll:20-24. Also
Luke 10:12,14.

We should notcompare ourcities with the cities of the days of Lot. In the Hebrew usage
any collection of permanent human habitations, whether few or many, comprised a 'city'.
Such cities were usually walled, andsometimes had a king. There were evidently five cities
on thePlain of Jordan, of which Sodom and Gomorrah were two. When Lotseparated from
Abraham, he chose Sodom for his residence, and even at that time there was much

wickedness inthe city. Both of these cities had kings, and were probably walled with a gate.
Gen. 19says that when thetwo angels came at eventide. Lotwas sat in the gate of Sodom.
At the gates of cities, businesswas usually transacted.

The record states that the wickedness of Sodom must have been extreme. Lot pleaded
with God to spare thecity, and God said that if butfive righteous people could befound then
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He would spare the city; but evidently not even five righteous people could be found. The
account in Gen. 19 states that when the two angels went in to lodge with Lot, the men of the
city gathered outside Lot's house and demanded that the two men be sent out to them. Lot
even offered his two daughters to them but that wasn't satisfactory. Consequently, the two
angels told Lot to gather his family and possessions and to flee the city. As they fled. Lot
begged that they would be allowed to go to another city on the Plain called Zoar; this was a
small city (Zoar means 'littleness'). His request was granted. When they arrived at Zoar, God
rained fire from Heaven and consumed the other cities of the Plain and the people who dwelt
therein. Such was the judgement of God against their wickedness. Could there be anything
greater than that punishment to endure in the days when Jesus taught?
WHAT DID JESUS MEAN?

Readers must keep the scriptures in Matt. 10 and Luke 10 before them as they study the
answer I shall give.
Matthew's account speaks about the Twelve being sent out. Luke, on the other hand,
speaks about the Twelve being sent out (ch.9), and the seventy-two being sent out (ch. 10). In
Mark 6:7-12 we have a significant difference in the account. Jesus sends out the Twelve, and
the scripture says that He "commanded them that they should take nothing for their
journey, save a staff only". He then tells them, "But be shod with sandals" vv 8,9. Matthew
and Luke records that Jesus said, "No staff, no shoes". I once heard someone say that the
staff and the shoes would be symbolic in reminding the Jews of the Passover. We read in Ex.
12:11, "thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and your
staff in your hand: and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the Lord's Passover". Would it be
wrong to suggest that Jesus saw His whole mission as a pilgrimage journey to Jerusalem for
Passover? Be that as it may, it is true that Jesus, in His denunciation of the people of His
day, is saying something fundamental. So why did Jesus speak as he did?
Let's pause for a moment and consider the advantages these people had to whom Jesus
was speaking. Down the ages the prophets had told about the coming Messiah; they had
even indicated that He would not be a warrior king. Then in due time the Messiah had come
among them, and even though He told them who He was, they didn't recognise Him; even
after the crucifixion and the resurrection some of His closest followers still doubted. Now

He was giving them, we might say, a final chance by sending the Twelve among them with
the Message: and Jesus doesn't mince His words here, "He that heareth you heareth me,
and he that despiseth you dispiseth me, and he that despiseth me, despiseth him that
sent me" Luke 10:16. To reject the Message was to despise the Heavenly Father.
The contrast that Jesus makes now seems to make some sense. On Sodom, and on Tyre
and Sidon (by-words for wickedness also), God has passed a summary judgment to death
without, so it seems, the people having any opportunity to repent. But the people to whom
Jesus was speaking were given every opportunity to repent, therefore, their culpability was
greater than those under the Old Covenant. The people had also seen the miracles which
had been done among them, and it seems quite clear that Jesus looked upon the miracles not
as a means of astonishing people, but He linked them firmly with repentance. "If the
mighty works had been done in l^re and Sidon which have been done In you, they had
a great while ago repented, sitting in sackcloth and ashes" Luke 10:13. The summary
judgment passed on Sodom was seen by Jesus to be more bearable than the judgment which
was to come; "Fear not them that kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but
rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell". Matt. 10:28.
A HNAL THOUGHT

I don't know what God had in mind for the souls of those summarily dealt with by him
under the Old Covenant; I may speculate, but I don't know what His ultimate plans are for
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such souls. There is one thing which is very clear; it must be far easier to die and enter
some sort of oblivion, than it is to die and enter eternal punishment; perhaps the words of the
Saviour indicate something like this. However, one thing is abundantly clear: people who
are unrepentant and consequently unsaved do know what will happen to their souls. This is
why the acceptance of the Gospel is so important, and the preaching of it, from our point of
view, so urgent. I believe that when God dealt with people as He did under the Old Covenant
His intention was to wipe wickedness off the face of the earth, and in this way to
demonstrate His utter abhorrence of wickedness and rebellion against His will.
As regards 'big sins' and 'little sins' I have never quite understood the distinction. If I
contravene God's law then I am guilty of sin. We Christians also ought to understand the
teaching of the Bible, "To him that knoweth to do good and doeth it not, to him it Is
sin". Personally, I know nothing of big sins or little sins; everything which goes against
God's revealed word is SIN, SIN, SIN.

(All questions, please, to Alf Marsden, 20 Costessey Way,
Winstanley, Wigan. WN3 6ES).

CROSSING OVER
Water has from the very beginning been used as one of the essential elements by which
God chooses to bring new life into being. (Gen. 1:1-9) It is also; by God's will, authority and
power; used in the process of wiping the slate clean and giving new life to a sinfully dead
person. When Jesus taught he taught with this same authority and power (Luke 4:32).
The foregoing may be an overly simple explanation of a much more intricate process by
which man may be reconciled to God (2nd Cor. 5:17-19), however water itself has been
used throughout all ages as a means (but not of course the only means) by which man can
demonstrate to both God and mankind his willingness to obey the explicit command of God
(Matt. 3:13-18). We see this in the account of Noah, who built the ark on the word and

instructions of God, trusting that a flood of water would come. All of which was done by
Noah while being surrounded by wicked people (Gen. 6:5).
It was not mere coincidence that Abraham gave birth, unwittingly, to a name for a new
nation and a name for die language that was choosen by God to record die events of the Old
Testament; for he, having submitted in blind faith to the guidance and protection of God
(Heb. 11:8) was led to cross over the Jordan river, whereby he, as well as his family and
offspring, were referred to as "Hebrew" - the stranger who "crossed over" the Jordan (Gen.
14:13) - {Hebrew is derived from a prime root "abar" pronounced "aw-bar", meaning to
"cross over" and involved in this is the word "eber" commonly used in Abraham's day

properly - "a region across"- on the opposite side (especially of the Jordan, usually meaning
the east) - Strong's Exhaustive Concordance,

Water was an essential element in the law given to the Levitical priesthood regarding
their ceremonial cleansing (Ex. 40:12).
Moving forward in the Old Testament we see that water once again plays a part in the
test of men's faiUi and trust in God. To obtain what was promised by God these men had to

trust, diat what he told them was true - cross over the Jordan and overcome your enemies by
force and by my power you will obtain the promised land. (Deut. 9:1-6)
There were those who where reluctant to obey the Lord. Being rich in cattle and diis
world's goods, they were quite comfortable to stay on the East side of the Jordan and
conversation that ensued between these people (the Reubenites and Gadites) and Moses is
recorded in Num. ch.32.

What has all of this got to do with us to-day and what lesson can we learn from it?
We must remember that the Old Testament is a record of real physical events and real
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people, who, being part of God's plan for instructing and demonstrating his trustworthiness
to all mankind, were in the main, used to portray the "pattern" or "copy", or "shadow" of the
Spiritual things that follow in this New Testament age in which we live (Heb. 9:23).
The initial reluctance of the Reubenites and the Gadites to cross over the Jordan and

enter into battle can be likened to those who to-day want the comfort of what this world's
good men's approval can afford, and reject the clear command of the Lord to "cross over"
(John 5:24).

This Spiritual "crossing over" entails the cleansing by water and the new birth obtained
by obedience to the very words of Jesus Christ himself (Mark 16:16 and Rom. 6:1-4).
Having obeyed we will find ourselves involved in the battle that is revealed in Ephs. 6:1018. When we obey and continue to open our eyes and see the Spirinial place to which we
have come, that promised land which we still only see by faith, we can take comfort in the
words recorded in Heb. 12:22-24.

G. Sillman,
Box 327,
Chilliwack, B.C.,
Canada. V2P6J4.
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1 John 5:6-21
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Deut. 13

2 John

TEST THE SPIRIT

"Beloved, believe not every spirit,
but try the spirits whether they are of
God: because many false prophets are
gone into the world" (4:1). Those of God
confessed that Jesus had come in the flesh;

those against God denied this fact (4:2-3).
John undoubtedly had the gnostics in mind
here. Their heretical teachings were a great
danger to the early Church and John was
vigorous in his opposition to them. One of
the sects of the gnostics was known as the
Docetists, who denied the humanity of
Christ, teaching that he was merely a
visionary being, a phantom, void of cor
poreal nature, and that He had not come in
the flesh. Perhaps John had them
especially in mind as he wrote the above
words.

One of the great statements of the
Bible is found in this section of the epistle:
.. greater is He who is in you, than he
who is in the world" (4:4). "He who is in

you" is, of course the Holy Spirit; "he

who is in the world" is the evil one, "the
prince of this world" (John 12:31) and
"the god of this world" (2 Corinthians
4:4). "In the strength, then, of 'the Spirit
whom God gave to us' (3:24) we are to

fight against the influence which per
meates that system of human society
which lies in spuitual darkness and is
organised, socially, intellectually and
morally, by the evil one and his hosts,
against God and His Christ" (W.E. Vine).
LOVE AND LIFE

John plainly tells us in this epistle that
"God is love" (4:8,16). Incidentally, this
is proof positive to me that there is more
than one personality of the Godhead or
Godhood. It is staggering to think that love
is the dynamic power behind the universe.
The universe had a beginning (Genesis
1:1), but God is eternal and He did not
become love, but IS love. This is His

essence. And that love is seen in perfection
in the person of Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus
said: "He who has seen me has seen the

Father" (John 14:9).
I like these words: "Herein is love,
not that we loved God, but that He loved
us, and sent His Son to be the propitia
tion for our sins. Beloved, if God so
loved us, we ought also to love one
another" (4:10-11). Jesus Himself once
said: "By this shall all men know that
you are my disciples, if you have love
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John further wrote: "And this is the

person and God would honour the gift by
granting life to the one so smitten".
A big question is: Does God still

record, that God has given to us eternal

directly visit sickness and death upon men

life, and this life is in his Son. He who
has the Son has life; and he who has not
the Son has not life" (5:11-12). I used to

and women who are guilty of kindred sins?

one to another" (John 13:35). In other
words, we must love as God loves.

think that eternal life was something I
received when I reached heaven. I was

Personally, I do not think so. I agree with
Ketcherside when he pointed out that "in
the primitive era of the community of the
called-out ones, a directness of dealing

mistaken. Eternal life is simply the life of

was essential. This directness is not now

God. One commentator has added: "It is

essential to the fulfilment of the divine

the abundant life, the divine life. It is as

purpose".

unending and undying as God is. The fact

SECOND EPISTLE OF JOHN

that it was manifested in such a manner as

AUTHOR: the apostle John
DATE: probably around the end of the 1st
century A.D.

to be susceptible to the sense is proof that
eternal life can dwell in men of flesh upon
earth. It is a relationship with the Divine
and one who has the Son dwelling in him
has eternal life". In the light of these

TO WHOM ADDRESSED: "... the elect

lady and her children . . ." (verse 1). A
number of commentators are of the view

words, the first few verses of this first

that "the elect lady" refers to a local

epistle should be read and re-read. They
point to Jesus, who is the Way, the Truth

church and "her children" to members of

and the LIFE.

always looked on 2 John as a letter sent to

A SIN UNTO DEATH

We read: "If any man see his brother
sin a sin which is not unto death, he

the congregation. Personally, I have
an individual.

PURPOSE:

"2

John

seems

to

reflect

something of the same false teaching that

shall ask, and he shall give him life for

lies behind 1 John. The letter then will be

them that sin not unto death. There is a

written to put its readers on their guard
against it. Clearly there was some danger

sin unto death: I do not say he shall
pray for it. All unrighteousness is sin:
and there is a sin not unto death" (1
John 5:16-17). This is a difficult passage
of scripture, which has received much
comment. Albert Barnes, for example,
regarded the "sin unto death" as the

that the false teachers would be welcomed

and thus the doctrines would spread"
(Leon Morris). The first epistle deals with
the general and the second and third with
the particular. Remember, we must always
understand the particular in the light of the

unpardonable sin. So did Philip Dod-

general.

dridge. But the great James Macknight
dissented from this interpretation. W. Carl

CONTENT: Opening Salutation (1-3);
Occasion of Rejoicing (4); Exhortation (511); Personal Notes (12); Final Greetings

Ketcherside once wrote this of him: "Dr.

Macknight held that in the early age of
Christianity, God punished some men for
their sins directly with physical disease or
infirmity, and in aggravated cases, with
death. His position was that if someone in
that age was possessed of the gift of heal
ing saw one smitten of God and could
determine that the punishment of death
was not assessed, he could pray for that

(13).
TNvo of John's favourite words in this

epistle are "truth" and "love". For exam
ple, he writes: "Grace be with you,
mercy, and peace, from God the Father,
and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son
of the Father in truth and love" (verse
3). The fellowship of the Church is created
by truth and exhibited in love. Our love
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grows soft if it is not strengthened by
truth; our truth grows hard if it is not
softened by love. We leam here that we

3. How long did the spies remain in
Canaan?

must love each other in the trudi and hold

4. How many sons did Gideon have?
5. How long did Manasseh reign?

to the truth in love. Someone once wrote:

6. What was Nimrod famous for?

"We do not love each other because we are

7. What garment was put on Jesus at His

temperamentally compatible or because
we are naturally drawn to one another, but

8. Where were the two men going when

trial?

because of the truth which we share . . .

Jesus met them after His resurrection?

We shall never increase the love which

9.. In the parable of the good Samaritan,
who was the second man to ignore the
injured victim?
10. In which city was Paul educated?

exists between us by diminishing the truth
we hold in common".

John also wrote: "For many deceivers
are entered into the world, who confess
not that Jesus Christ is come in the
flesh.

This

is

a

deceiver

and

an

antichrist" (verse 7). We are immediately
reminded of the words in his gospel
record: "In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God . . . And the Word was

made flesh and dwelt among us, (and we
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and
truth" (John 1:1,14). My brethren, the
incamation is not only an event in history,
but it is an abiding truth. Gnostics in deny
ing that Jesus came in the flesh were
denying the tmth. This placed them in
complete opposition to God; indeed it
made them God's enemies.
John

declared:

"Whosoever

trans

gresses, and abides not in the doctrine of
Christ, has not God. He that abides in
the doctrine of Christ, he has both the
Father and the Son" (verse 9). John's
words are clear: You cannot have God
without Christ!

Ian S. Davidson,
Motherwell.

TEST YOUR BIBLICAL
KNOWLEDGE

NEWS FROM THE
CHURCHES
Slamannan District: The Quarterly
Mutual Benefit Meeting took place on
Saturday, 7th September, at Motherwell,
when the subject under discussion was
"What is the Apocrypha - Why aren't these
books found in our Bibles"? The speakers
were Bro. John Colgan, Tranent, and Bro.
Graeme Pearson, Dunfermline. In the chair
at short notice was Bro. James R, Gard

iner. As usual the subject was very ably
dealt with by the two speakers and in the
hour's discussion which followed a great
many interesting points were raised.
Our next meeting, God willing, will be
on 7th December, at Tranent, when the

subject will be "How should we view the
practice of sisters serving at the Lord's
Table? By doing so, a sister would not be
teaching. Would she, therefore, violate
scripmres"? The speakers will be Bro.
John Kneller and Mark Plain, both of
Tranent, as will be chairman, Bro. John

Colgan. We look forward to another occa
sion of interest and fellowship together.
We thank the good sisters at Motherwell
for the excellent hospitality.
Harry McGinn. (Sec)

1. How many Pharaohs are mentioned in
the Bible - 4,8 or 12?
2. Who was the father of Joel and

Abijah?

Lucknow, India: We were pleased to
leam from Bro. Aziz Masih, Lucknow,

India, that his daughter Shireen, who had
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been seriously
Shireen is to
16th October
Lucknow. We

ill has made a full recovery.
marry Arun James on the
at the church building in
wish them every happiness
in their new life together, and pray that
they will find long faithful service to

Christ in His Church,

3.00 p.m. and 6.00 p.m.
Tea at 4.45 p.m.
Speaker: Jon Glessinger

GHANA APPEAL
We

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Brother David Chalmers has moved to:-

127 Riverside Place,
Ayr, KA8 OEB.

Telephone: 01292 266198

COMING EVENTS
(For your diary)
ANNUALSOCIAL

at Newtongrange, will, God willing,
take place on
SATURDAY, 12th OCTOBER, 1996

at 4.00 p.m.
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wish

to dedicate

this

month's

report to the plight of brethren in Odumasi
Church of Christ, and present this special
appeal on their behalf.
As mentioned in our recent reports, the
church at Odumasi worships in the blockwalls of their uncompleted meeting place
which is under construction. They used
palm branches (leaves) to shelter them
selves from the effect of the scorching sun.
However, this can't protect them against
the heavy rains this year. The church has
now been displaced and worships under
the open veranda of an office at the bene
volence of someone, possibly until the end
of the rains or the completion of the
roofing.
We see their plight as of special

The fomiat for the Social will be

concern for obvious reasons. You see,

slightly different this year. Our speakers

many churches and individual Christians
have already donated so much towards the
blockwork of that building. What is left

arc brothers Graeme Pearson and

Bill

Cook, who will give lessons on their
recent Ghanaian experience.
We will also be having community
singing and choir participation. The hymns
to be sung will be culled from the new
Favourite Hymns of the Church hymn

now is to put a roof over the blocks. May
we all not generously put our hand on deck
to "lift up" a roof over that structure in the
next months to give some comfort to those
unfortunate brethren? We know the will to

serve

book.

The timetable for the afternoon will be
as follows:

4.00 p.m. Tea
5.00 p.m. Community Singing
5.30 p.m. First Speaker
6.00 p.m. Interval

6.20 p.m. Community Singing
6.30 p.m. Second Speaker
7.00 p.m. Community Singing

the

Lord

in sacrificial

giving

abounds so much in our hearts.

Please make cheques payable to
Graeme Pearson (Ghana Appeal), and send
to G. Pearson, 13 Fairways, Dunfermline,
Fife, KYI2 ODU. Scotland. Tel: 01383
728624.

Wisdom Kpehor

7.15 p.m. Close/Refreshments
A warm welcome is extended to all.

ANNIVERSARY MEETING

125th Anniversary at Kentish Town
on SATURDAY, 12th OCTOBER, 1996

A MINUTE
Time is Money, or Is It?
Where did we get the idea that time is
money? Possibly from Benjamin Franklin,
but we didn't get it from the Bible. The
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Bible has a lot to say about the steward
ship of money, the danger of the love of
money and unfair practices connected with
money; false weights, usury, and holding
back wages from workers. But the Bible
does not say that time is money.
So what's the problem? Just this.
When we equate time and money we put a
price on time so that we feel obligated to
do cost accounting for how we spend our
time. I know people who "never take a
vacation". Time is too valuable, they say.
One

cannot

waste

it

on

vacations.

I

wonder, can we waste it on prayer, Bible
study, calling on the sick, climbing a
mountain to see the sunset, or helping a
neighbour kid fix his bike.
If I give dollar values to minutes,
hours and days, then I'll apply a standard
for evaluating life that pressures me and
distorts my vision and my priorities.

Time is not money. And money is not
time. No amount of money can buy off
death. Time comes in the same package for
all of us, twenty-four hours in each day for
each one of us; money isn't equal for us
all.

If I get hooked on converting time into
money, then I can't convert it into other

currencies: friendship, quietness, reading,
painting, appreciation, or prayer. When we
cross borders into other countries we con

vert our currencies. In the same way, when
we cross into areas of life not measured by
dollar values, our time is converted into

those currencies. We can't travel freely
into those lands with just money.
Time can converted into money. That's
true. But it's a very limited view of life
that sees money as the only currency con
version for time.

When a child asks some time from his

father and his father gives him some
money to go swimming, or to go to the
theatre, or to buy some skates, isn't he
giving a stone for bread and a scorpion for
the egg? (Luke 11:9-13). Can a pretty gift,
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converting time into money that he has no
time for her and the family she is left to
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REALLY BAD LANGUAGE
Badlanguage is well entrenched in society today and,more thanever, one hearsit in the
office (not only from the men but from the typists): in the factory, on the T.V. and even on
the radio, on public transport, and, sadly, even in school playgrounds. At one time,a
passenger using foul language on a bus could have been ejected but now the suggestion
would be laughed at. Also at one time, someone who had inadvertently taken the Lord's
name in vain, or used a profanity, might well have apologised for it, but again, that is very
unlikely today. In the Biblethere wasa crimeof blasphemy, and it carried the death penalty,
but onerarely hears the word mentioned today. Whatever happened to the sin of blasphemy?
Not all foul language is blasphemy, of course. It had to be bad language of a very speciHc
kind. The subject is certainly rarely mentioned today, even from the pulpits, and I suppose
that until Salmon Rushdie was sentenced to death for allegedly blaspheming the Islamic
religion, manymembers of the publichad never reallyheard of it.

"Blasphemy" comes from blapto - to injure: and pheme meaning speech: and means
"injurious speech" or defamation. It caninclude evil speech against anything or anyone, but
is usually restricted in application to deity. A broad definition would be, 'To speak of the
Supreme Being in terms of impious irreverence, to revile, to speak reproachfully of God, of
his titles, attributes, ordinances, word or works." Cruden defines it 'To revile or curse God,

or the king who was God's representative. It means intentional indignity offered to God or
sacred things".

From that definition we can see that God is subjected to blasphemy every day of the
week, but obviously it is a matter of degree. How culpable, vile, evil and irreverent must our

speech be to constitute blasphemy? In the O.T. (and indeed the early days of the N.T.)
blasphemy carried the death penalty andwas,therefore, regarded as one of the worstcrimes
possible. It should not beconfused with taking theLord's name in vain. Tocurseand swear,
and utter profanities, is not, it seems, necessarily blasphemy. In Ex. 20:7 we read, "Thou
shalt not take the name of the Lord in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that

taketh His name in vain," God said that He would not hold such a person guiltless, but that
seems a far cry from a death sentence. Nor should we confuse blasphemy with heresy
(although there may be elements in common) because evenin the N.T. Ae heretic is "after
the first and second admonition to be rejected" (Titus 3:10) and this, again, seems a long
way short of a death sentence. One also might imagine that when an atheist denies the
existence of God that that must surelyconstitute blasphemy, yet it seemsvery doubtful. The
Psalmist (14:1) remarks that "The fool hath said in his heart there is no God" and so
classifies the atheist as "a fool," and not a blasphemer and not worthy of instant death.
BLASPHEMY IN THE O.T.

Nothing beats an illustration or two, and perhaps wecan leam from one or twoexamples
in the O.T. just what kind of injurious speech against God, came to be regarded as
blasphemous.
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The very first mention we have of blasphemy (Lev. 24:10) involves the son of an

Israelitish woman (and an Egyptian father) who got into an angry dispute with an Israelite
and, it seems, came to blows. During the quarrel this man "Blasphemed the name of the
Lord and cursed" and was arrested and locked up. Moses didnotseem to know quite what
to do in thecircumstances, butGod interposed and instructed thatdiedeath penalty must be
implemented in any such case. From this we can assume, perhaps, that this was the first
instance of such a sin. God further commanded Moses that the whole congregation should
stone the man to death, adding, "Whosoever curseth his God shall bear his sin. And he
that blasphemeth the name of the Lord shall surely be put to death." This does not tell

us what the nameless man said but obviously it must have been very seriously evil and
mvolved cursing God. God must receive our respect, not to say, our reverence, and quite
often He does not receive it from us. To flick through the many references in the O.T. to

blasphemy makes usquickly aware that this sin was prominent in Israel amongst the many
others. God could say, "... and My name continually every day is blasphemed" (Isa.
52:5), and Isaiah also records, "Your iniquities, and the iniquities of your fathers
together, saith the Lord, which have burned incense upon the mountains, and
blasphemed Me upon the hills: therefore will I measure your former work into your
bosom." Idolatry, mentioned here, clearly involved blasphemy.

In 2 Kings (19:6-22) we have an instance which does throw some light upon the actual
nature of the blasphemy andthewords spoken. It alsoshows that blasphemy can be written
(as in a letter). This involved the siege of Jerusalem by Sennacherib, the King of Assyria.
Sennacherib had a vast army and those inside Jerusalem, King Hezekiah and the Israelites,
were very dismayed and fearful. Sennacherib taunted theIsraelites who stood upon thewalls

of the city and called upon them tosurrender. He recounts his previous victories over many
nations and attributes his success mainly to the superiority of his gods over allother gods. In
the process he belittled the God of the Israelites and called their faith, trust misplaced. He
called upon the Jews to abandon Hezekiah and save their own skins urging that they
"hearken not unto Hezekiahwhen he persuadeth you, saying.The Lord willdeliver us.

Where are the gods of Hamath, and of Arpad? where are the gods of Sepharvaim,
Hena, and Ivah? have they delivered Samaria out of my hand?" And thus Sennacherib
classified God widi all these heathen 'deites' and reviled Him. He also sent a letter in similar

terms. Hezekiah, having read the letter placed it upon the altar in the temple asking God to
read it: to open His eyes andears and note "the reproach" upon the living God. And so the

blasphemy by Sennecherib consisted of insults, accusations of impotency, contempt,
dismissal and general vilification of Godby voice andpen.
REFERENCES IN THE N.T.

We encounter references to blasphemy early on in the N.T. and these formed the

substance of a charge against Jesus. Luke describes the Lord's cure of the palsied man and
the wonderful initiative of die man's friends in removing tiles from off die roof in order to

reach Jesus. (Luke 5:19-24). Christ marvelled at their faith and cured die man: adding,
"Son,thysinsbeforgiven thee." The Scribes and the Pharisees immediately construed this
to be blasphemy and asked, "Whois this which speaketh blasphemies? Whocan forgive
sins but Godalone? Anodier similar and well-known instance, again involving Jesus, was
when Christ was being examined by Caiaphas, and the Sanhedrin, prior to the trial before
Pilate. In being adjured to say whether He was theChrist or not, Jesus replied, "Thou hast
said, nevertheless, I say unto you.Hereafter shall ye see the Son of Man sittingon the
right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven." "Then the High Priest rent
his clothes saying. He hath spoken blasphemy, what further need have we of witnesses?

Behold now ye have heard His blasphemy." (Matt. 26:65). These two examples
illustrate, perhaps, the kind of language which, to the Jews, would constitute blasphemy.
Jesus had claimed equality with God, and authority to forgive sins. I suppose die Jews
rightly regarded such claimsas blasphemous in the ordinary courseof events, but failed, of
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course, even with the evidence of the miracles before their very eyes, to recognise that Jesus
was the Messiah: that He was the Son of God and did have authority, and power, to forgive
sins.

On another occasion, when one of Christ's miracles could neither be ignored nor

gainsayed: (i.e.thecasting outof theevilspiritfrom themandumb andblind - Matt. 12:22)
the Pharisees grudgingly acknowledged the miracle but explained it away by claiming that
Jesus cast out devils only because he Himself, was in league with Beelzebub, the prince of
demons. This was, of course, a dreadful accusation and drew from the lips of Jesus the fact

thatit wasnotonlya most heinous blasphemy against Himself, but alsoa blasphemy against
the Holy Spirit. He also added that while it was possible to be forgiven by God for a
blasphemy, or sin, against himself, it was quite impossible to be forgiven for blasphemy

against the Holy Spirit: "No; neither in this world, and neither in the world to come."
Clearly it is just possible to blaspheme Christ today as ever it was, and recently we have
seen Him pilloried in films and accused of having been a homosexual etc., but it should
certainly exercise the human mind as to whether, at the same time the HolySpirit is also
being blasphemed, for such, there will never be forgiveness.
Stephen was also falsely charged with blasphemy by the synagogue of the Libertines,
Cyrenians, etc., who apprehended Stephen and placed him on trial facing the following

charge: "This man ceaseth not to spe^ blasphemous words against this holy place, and

the law: for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place,

and shall change the custom which Moses delivered us." (Acts 6:13). Once again we
notice the important ingredient in blasphemy: i.e. injurious speech ("we heard him say").
This defamatory speech is, apparently, similar to that wrung from early Christians by Paul
when he forced them to recant, when he was engaged in the persecution of the church. He

himself said, "And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled them to
blaspheme" (Acts 26:11). Whether Paul tortured his prisoners to force them to blaspheme,
we are not told, but it was something whichseemedto haunt him for a long time afterwards,
even though he was forgiven. Later in describing God's wonderful grace towards him, he
could say with regard to his former conduct, "who was before a blasphemer, and a
persecuter, and injurious: but I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in
unbelief." (1 Tim. 1:13).

Space restricts mention of many other references to blasphemy in the N.T. but before
leaving the theme it might surprise us to know that blasphemy was one of the sms the
Christians at Colosse were urged to put off. "Put ofif these," said Paul, "anger, wrath,
malice, blasphemy, and filthy communication out of your mouth" (Col. 3:8). Paul also
"delivered unto Satan" both Hymenaeus and Alexander "that they might learn not to
blaspheme." (1 Tim. 1:20).
SINCE N.T. TIMES

As we can imagine, great changes in men's attitudes to blasphemy have taken place
since N.T.times (notwitiistanding the Islamic death sentencefor those who "blaspheme' that
religion) and certainly Uiere seems to be no evidence of the apostles calling for any death
penalty, albeit they mention blasphemy many times. However, during the Middle Ages
Ecclasiastical Courts tried many blasphemycases and many a poor wretch was bumed at the

stake(justas many innocent people were bumedas witches). I believe the last burnings took
place in 1612. These Ecclesiastical Courts had to differentiate between heresy and

blasphemy, and anyone simply holding anunorthodox religious view could quite, essily have
it construed as blasphemy, and paythe consequences. After theStarChamber, and Court of
High Commission, the ordinary King's Bench tookoverand blasphemy wasanswerable at
Conunon Law. Numerous test cases since tiien have occurred and the Law has evolved into

what it is today. In the Taylor's case (1675) tiie offensive words were "the Protestant

Religion is a cheat" and this blasphemy was regarded as "a crime against the State, and tiie
Law" and "subversive to good government." Part of Taylor's punishment was to stand in a
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pillory in Westminster Palace with a placard on his head "for blasphemous words tending to
the siibversion of good government." In 1728 Lord Raymond said that judges would not
meddle with any difference of religious opinion but would only interfere "where the very
root of Christianity was struck at," and Lord Mansfield in a case in 1762 said, "The common
law of England knows no prosecution for mere opinions." Mr. Justice Erskine (Shore v.
Wilson 1842) ruled that "It is still blasphemy, punishable at common law, scoffingly or
irreverently to ridicule or impugn the doctrine of the Christian faith, yet any man may,
without subjecting himself to any penal consequences, soberly and reverently examine and
question the truth of those doctrines which have been essential to it." Lord Coleridge, in two
cases of alleged blasphemy declared "that it is no longer true to say that Christianity is part
of the law of the land, and if the decencies of controversy are observed, even the
fundamentals of religion may be attacked without a person being guilty of blasphemous
libel." He was followed by Judge J. Phillimore who said, in the Boulter case (1908). "A
man is free to speak and to teach what he pleases as to religious matters, though not as
morals, but if, for the sake of argument, he were to make a scurrilous attack on doctrines
which the majority of people hold to be true in a public place where passers-by may have
their ears offended, or where young persons may come, he certainly will himself liable to
the law of the blasphemous libel.
The House of Lords (in the Bowman v. Secular Soc. Ltd. 1917) said that "assuming the
objects of the defendants to involve a denial of Christianity, they were not criminal
inasmuch as the propagation of anti-Christian doctrines, apart from scurrility or profanity,
did not constitute the offence of blasphemy." These are just a selected handful of a great
many other legal pronouncements on the subject over many hundreds of years which show
the gradual change in attitude toward blasphemy, and how the common law perception of
what was once a heinous crime has been greatly modiHed. One wonders what would have to
be said, today, and how awful the words would have to be, to bring men before the courts on
a charge of blasphemy. In Scotland, the penalty for blasphemy was death, but by an Act of
1825 (amended in 1837) the penalty was changed to a fine, or imprisonment, or both.
A LESSON

How then can we make a brief summary of this subject? We have seen that blasphemy
was not unknown amongst the churches in N.T. times, that exhortations against it were
delivered and that Hymenaeus and Alexander were given to Satan that they might leam not
to do it. However, Paul's main prc-occupation with it seems to have been that the Church
can be, and often is, blasphemed because of our behaviour, and this surely is the lesson
which emerges.
We have, lately, seen how the indiscretions of a R.C. Bishop (in absconding with one
lady and being the literal father of the 15 year old son of another lady) have reflected very
badly upon the. R.C. Church, and Paul exhorts N.T. Christians to make sure that their
conduct never reflects badly on the Lord's Church i.e. in attracting ridicule and blasphemy;
and this is the kind of blasphemy most likely to be encountered today. For instance, Paul
calls upon those in the service of a master to honour such masters and do well, "that the
name of God and His doctrine be not blasphemed." (1 Tim. 6:1). Similarly he exhorted
the young women, "to be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good obedient to their
husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed." Paul probably remembered
Nathan's words to David, "Howbeit because of this thy deed thou hast given great
occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme." (2 Sam. 12:14). This was the
unexpected by-product of David's actions, and I suppose, at one time or another, our speech
or actions may have given great occasion for the enemies of Christ to blaspheme His name,
and cast a reproach upon His Church. This possibility is ever present, and something to keep
in mind.

This is language which is really bad.
EDITOR.
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GLEANINGS
"Let her glean even among the sheaves"

(Ruth 2:15)

UNSEARCHABLE RICHES
A TEXT

"Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given,
that I should preach among the Gentiles the misearchable riches of Christ;"
Ephesians 3:8
WHAT DOES IT MEAN ?

"The riches are "Unsearchable," Not traced out, untrackable, continually
finding, never exhausting, "beyond all knowledge and all thought."
PAUL SAID

"O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
how searchable are His judgements, and his ways past finding out!"
Romans 11:33

THE BIBLE SPEAKS

' 'The riches of His goodness.''
' 'Vessels of Mercy."
' 'According to the riches of His grace.''
' 'The exceeding riches of His grace."
"That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory."
"But my God shall supply all your need according to His
riches in glory by Christ Jesus,"
' 'Christ in you, the hope of glory.''

Romans 2:4
Romans 9:20-33

Ephesians 1:7
Ephesians 2:7
Ephesians 3:16
Philippians 4:19
Colossians 1:27

"Here, then, my brethren, are the "unsearchable riches" of Christ - riches of love,
riches of pardon, riches of comfort, riches of health, riches for restoring the sin-scorched
wastes of the soul, riches for transfiguring the sullenness of sorrow and pain, and riches for
healthily adjusting the perverted relationships of the home, the state and the race. These
riches are ours. Every soul is heir to the vast inhreritance! The riches are waiting for the
claimants!"

J. H. JOWETT.
WISE WORDS

"The flowers appear on the earth, and the time of the singing of birds is come!
Beautiful! and it is all mine and all yours. Over yonder is the sea - it is ours; this ringlet of
mighty hills - ours; these trees, these dales, apparelled in their spring attire - ours. The whole
of this magnificence - ours, because we have eyes to see it and souls to appreciate it and
minds to appropriate it.
We are partners not only in a worm-eaten stock of fancy rubbish, but in this! A Godgiven inheritance. Come up here to say your prayers, Jack, and to sing your Te Deum, as I
do."

ftomW.RILEY.
AVERSE

"Nor silver nor gold hath obtained my redemption.
No riches of earth could have saved my poor soul;
The blood of the Cross is my only foundation.
The death of my Saviour now maketh me whole."
ACHORUS

"I am redeemed, but not with silver,

I am bought, but not with gold;
Bought with a price - the blood of Jesus,
Precious price of love untold.".
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"The blood of Christ can wash out blasphemy, adultery, fornication, lying, slander,

perjury, theft, murder. Though thou hast raked in the very kernels of hell, yet if thou wilt
come to Christ and ask mercy He will absolve thee from all sin."
C. H. SPURGEON

SOMEONE HAS SAID

"Who chides the servant for taking away the first course at a feast, when the second
consists of far greater delicacies."
GLEANINGS

"In idlenessalone is there perpetualdespair."

CARLYLE

Let us then turn to 'the book' and search - find - explore.
Selected by LEONARD MORGAN

CHRISTIAN FREEDOM
This article concerns a perennial problem in the Christian life; the responsible use of of
Christian freedom. Certainly we do not wish to deny the biblical teaching on Christian
freedom. Instead, our interest is in promoting and cherishing it. However, we must

encourage a mature, spiritual and responsible practice of freedom. Otherwise, we devalue
the grace of God and make freedom a licensefor sin. The consequence of "cheap grace" is
personal bondage to sin. Frankly, many Christians are being enslaved again to those same
spiritual forces from which they were formerly delivered. Perhaps this discussion will
promotea critical and discerning re-examination of Christian freedom.
Jesus shares an abundant life with His disciples (John 10:10). This life is characterised

by "righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit" (Rom. 14:17). Moreover, it is a
life of freedom! In Christ, we are free from sin and death (Rom. 8:1-4), free from every

vestige of "legal righteousness" (Rom. 10:4; Gal. 5:1,2), even free to become children of
God (John 1:12,13; 1 John 3:1-3). A new life has been opened for us through the death and
resurrection of Jesus. This new life contains within itself unlimited possibilities. One may

experience an inner-transformation through the Holy Spirit into the imageof Christ (2 Cor.
3:17,18). The abundant life is "life on a higher plane."
THE CHALLENGE

The challenge, therefore is to leam to live as a free person in Christ. Those who strive
for political or moral freedom while remaining in the flesh find themselves enslaved to their
ownpassions and weaknesses. Butif Christ setsone free, he is truly free (John 8:36).
The apostles recognised the temptations inherent in Christian freedom. "Are we to
continue in sin that grace may abound?" Paul asked the Romans (6:1). He addressed the
Galatians on this same subject: "For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not
use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love be servants of one
another" (5:13). Paul recognised a continuing struggle in the Christian life between the
flesh and the Spirit (Gal. 5:17). Furthermore, he saw how the fleshly nature might possibly
use Christian freedom to renew its deadly work.

Peter likewise expressed concern over this same possibility: "Live as free men, yet
without using your freedom as a pretext for evil, but live as servants of God" (1 Peter
2:16). Both Paul and Peter echoed Jesus' teaching on moral or spiritual freedom. The Lord
had told a parable about a person who had demons exorcised from him only later to be
overcome by even more "evil spirits" (Luke 11:24-26). Eternal vigilance is the price of
freedom. Whenever one fails to sow to the Spirit, the flesh sows its own seed.

Consequently, it takes maturity to live as a free person. "Brethren, do not be children
in your thinking; be babes in evil, but in thinking be mature" (1 Cor. 14:20).This
admonition appliesto every Christian who is attempting to live the Christian life. We are to
be wise as serpents, although as innocent as doves (Matt. 10:16). Furthermore, we iure to
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develop a discerning spirit whereby we can distinguish between good and evil (Heb. 5:14).
Perhaps the old saying "practice makes perfect" is relevant to the preservation of freedom:
"Do not quench the Spirit, do not despise prophe^ing, but test everything; hold fast
what is good, abstain from every form of evil" (1 Thess. 5:19-22).
THE DANGERS

Admittedly, everyone perceives the threat to freedom from a different stance. Yet, we

each recognise the encroachment on our libertiesin the following areas:
Cheap grace. This is the temptation to use the grace of God as an excuse for our sins
rather than as the power to deliver us from them (Titus 2:11-14). We are never free to sin
(Rom. 6:1).

Moral compromises. It is tempting to allow the world to determine our values rather

than subjecting them to the Lordship of Christ. For instance, when we accepted temperance
rather than prohibition as the scriptural teaching regarding alcohol, many allowed
themselves to be squeezed into the world's mould in their use of it. We may or may not feel
the freedom to use "dinner wine" but we are not free to conform to the world (Rom. 12:1).
However, our moral compromises are not limited to alcohol. It is apparent in other areas of
morality too.

Pleasure syndrome. We are free to enjoy life, knowing that everything God created is
good. But we are not free to make pleasure the goal of our lives. The scriptures warn against
becoming "lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God" (2 Tim. 3:4). Yet many
congregations have virtually abandoned a ministry to their communities because their
members use all of their available time for their own interests rather than those of Jesus
Christ.

Apathy. We have been freed from an institutionalism that posits salvation in the Church.
We know that our salvation does not depend on being in the church building every time the
doors are opened, notwithstanding Hebrews 10:24,25. Sadly, however, many congregations
have stagnated into a "Sunday mornings only" fellowship. They have little or no interest in
being together on other occasions. The Church has become an organisation to support
financially but not a body in which to invest one's life and talents.
There is only one way to prevent our freedom firom degenerating into similar situations.
We must build our lives on Christ and learn to live out of His Spirit. Jesus said, "If you
continue in My word, you are truly My disciples, and you will know the truth, and the

truth will make you free" (John 8: 31,32). Paul expressed it this way: "If we live by the
Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit" (Gal. 5:25).
Historically, the Church has responded to abuses of freedom by imposing a form of
legalism on its members. Legalism is inadequate. Instead of preserving freedom, it imposes
its own form of bondage. It becomes as tyrannical as the abuses themselves. Paul warned
against using legalism to safeguard freedom: "These have indeed an appearance of
wisdom in promoting rigour of devotion and self-abasement and severity to the body,
but they are of no value in checking the indulgence of the flesh" (Col. 2:23). We should
not impose a cure that is as bad as the illness. Obviously legalism does not promote genuine
spirituality. Instead we must confront each other with the Lordship of Christ and help one
another walk in the Spirit.
FREE TO SERVE

Moreover, we must come to understand why Jesus set us free. Surely it was for our
personal spiritual enrichment! But it also goes deeper than our personal enjoyment. Jesus
freed us from sin and death that we might serve God! In other words, our freedom was not
given to promote our individuality or independence. We were freed so that "through love
we might be servants of one another" (Gal. 5:13).
Paul reflected his understanding of Christian freedom in I Corinthians 9:10-23 and
19:31-11:1. In the first passage, he explained how his freedom allowed him to serve others
by adapting himself to their culmral situation. Still, however, he recognised the Lordship of
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Christ in every circumstance. Moreover, he did not use his freedom for himself but for the

spiritual interestsof others. In fact, as he stated in the second passage, his freedom allowed
him to give up "rights" rather than to demand them. "So whether you eat or drink, or
whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. Give no offence to Jews or to Greeks or the

Church of God, just as I try to please all men in everything I do, not seeking my own
advantage, but that of many, that they may be saved. Be imitators of me, as I am of
Christ."

Paul shows us how to preserve and protect our freedom in Christ. If we use our freedom

for Christ and for others, we will not allow it to dissipate into a cheap platitude. It will
remain a liberating and fulfilling quality of life. It will open our lives to God where we shall
experience life abundantly.
J.A. RILEY.

BE IMPRESSED!
. . . And be responsible too! The Apostle John wants us to take notice of something
marvellous, let the wonder of it sink in. "Behold what manner of love the Father hath

bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of God" (John 3:1). We let

television impress us, our ears perk up to the incredible, newspapers are good at displaying
what catches the eye. So what's so impressive about a name: "children of God? It's
unpressive because it cost so much! Name changes cost And what a cost to make dead
human beings (Eph. 2:1) into living children of God!
Look at the quality of God's love in this. A love that puts His Son on the cross when
people couldn't have cared less. A love that killed Deity for the sake of humanity. God paid
gold to buy some clay! God paid the best to buy beings who didn't deserve the best. That's

impressive! Part of the wonderof beingcalled children of God lies in the fact that He keeps
right on calling us His children when we don't act like we are. There are days when I don't
act much like a grateful child of God, let alone one who's impressed! I treat my family
poorly, and that's shameful. I get depressed and low regardlessof all the blessings I possess
from God's grace; that's inconsistent. Some days I make a poor excuse for a child of God.
The wonder about it all is this: God keeps right on viewing me as His child always! Notice
"bestowed" in 1 John 3:1. This word means God gave it to us once, but it abides with us all
the time. Even on bad days.
Read on: "and such we are." It's not just an empty title, "children of God." Be
impressed with it because it is real. Real because real blood was shed to make us His
children. Real, because a real body rose.
BUT SOMETfflNG FRUSTRATES US

"For this cause the world knoweth us not, because it knew Him not" (1 John 3:16).
We know we are children of God but the world won't believe it. So we have a frustrating

identitycrisis.God says "andsuch you are," and the world says "no way!"
Why can't people understand who we are? Why don't more people know about the
Church of Christ? How come so many think we are some other religious group that we are
not? How frustrating it is to convince the worid of our identity, but the worid just won't
support our claims much. But really, it shouldn't surprise us when the worid won't recognise
us as God's adopted sons. They wouldn't accept the real Son either!
His friends said He was "beside Himself " (Mark 3:21). Religious people said He was
of the devil (Mark 3:22). They chose to spring a robber out of jail before they would let
Jesus out! The Lord didn't get much support from the world. He claimed to be God's Son,
yet He looked like any other man. We claim to be God's children, too, but we look like most
everyone else. If it wasn't easy for Christ to convince people of his identity, should we
expect so much better?
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Someday wewill be manifested and it will be made clearto all that weare thechildren
of God! (see 1 John 3:2).We are not now in full possession of whatGodwantsto give us as
His children. But neverAeless we are still children of God now. Regardless of the world's
attitude towards us we are still the children of God. He recognises us for what we are, and

diat's enough. The world willlater. Presently we'llbe able to convince some. Jesuswasonly
able to convince some. Later on everyone will recognise Him and us. "It is not yet made
manifest what we shall be. We know that, if he shall be manifested, we shall be like
Him: for we shall see Him even as he is."
WE SHALL BE LIKE HIM

We are going to be like Him. John lets us know quickly that at present we arejust as
much children of God as we will be at Christ's coming. It's just that later on we'll be in full

possession of things we can't fully comprehend at this time. We accept and anticipate those
future things by faith, yet it is notfor us to understand fully right now. What is thesituation?
We do know He's been glorified and that He has great honour. "God highly exaltedHim,
and gave Him the namewhich is above every name ..." as Paul described Him. We can
anticipate glory and honour too.
HERE COMES THE RESPONSIBILITY

"And everyone that hath this hopeset on him pwifieth himself, evenas He is pure"
(1 John 3:3). The blessing of being a child of God can beabused. The man who doesn't care

about purifying his life isinconsistent. Christ ispure. Our ultimate state will be pure. Infact,
God now chooses to view His children as pure because of the blood of Christ (Colossians
1:21,22). Working at purity, a life-long process, is consistent withthese facts.
Some make a mistake in thinking they are total failures when they err and can'tbe 100

percent pure. But ifwe could be 100 percent we wouldn't need Christ. The Lord's system of
faith makesroom for errors, but not a life of total irresponsibility. God just demandsthat we

beworking at purity. It isour work inlife to bring our lives more and more into conformity
with the way God has chosen to view us: "holy and without blemish before Him." Working
at this is responsible and consistent, and I believe we are happiest when we are consistent
with ourselves.

Be impressed with who we are: children of God. The world may not understand or
agree, but that was the fate ofJesus, too. Because ofthe blood ofChrist, believe diat you are
God'schild.Anticipate whatyou will be, and be responsible with it.
T. JOHNSON

Conducted by
Alf Marsden

"Was the Holy Spirit working againstHimself whenPaul in Acts 20:22 said he was
'going bound in the Spirit'to Jerusalem, and when those Christians in T^re
'through the Spirit' said he shouldn't go?"
This is not an easy question to answer (they never are) and any answer must have a

degree ofcomplexity. However, ofone thing we can be sure. The Holy Spirit isa Person of
the Godhead, therefore we would expect that there would be no confusion in the Godhead

regarding any aspect ofthe salvation ofsouls, orinany other matter ifitcomes tothat. The
Scripmres assert that the three Persons 'agree in one,' therefore there must be some other

explanation, and it is here that thecomplexity begins.
the OPERATION OF THE SPIRIT

Let us first consider a person to whom the Gospel is being preached. Such a person is

not yet the recipient ofthe in-dwelling Spirit, i.e., he has not yet repented, confessed Christ,
and been immersed in water. TheHoly Spirit then operates through theword, andsuch is the
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power of the Gospel message that the hearer's spirit is quickened, and he feels an inner
compulsion to obey; a dualism of the Holy Spirit and thehearer's spirit, if youwill.
This dualism is well attested to in Paul's letter to Rome. Speaking about our adoption

into the family of God after we have obeyed the Gospel he says, "The Spirit Himself
beareth witness with our spirit* that we are the children of God." 8:16. A point to
remember is that we cannot escape the consequences of our responses in our individual
spirits.
AUTOMATONS

If a person is defined as an 'automaton' it means that his actions are purely mechanical.

If we apply this to purChristian lives, bearing in mind that we have the in-dwelling Spirit,
dien we might be led to believe that the Spirit would operate through us without any
reference to our individual spirits. If that were the case, then the doors of Heaven might as
wellbe opened automatically for all of us, and the Judgment Seatof Christ would be a nonevent, because we know that the Holy Spirit would always act accordingly to the will of
God. Therefore, I must accept that there is an 'essential me,' and that this 'inner me' can and
willrespond to stimuli to which it is subjected; the responses will be eitherSpuit-orientated
or flesh-orientated. This will be an indicator of my spirituality.

The above reasoning, if true, leads me to a definite conclusion. Across the Christian
experience there must be a wide range of spirituality, and consequently we shall find
individual Christians at any point within that range. Some will be just embarking on the road
to Christian maturity; others will have reached a point where, for one reason or another, they

do not proceed from; some, however, will have progressed to full maturity in Christ. When
this happens, the actions of the 'inner me' of each individual Christian will be more or less
coincidental with the actions as would be produced by the in-dwelling Holy Spirit. I believe

realisation of this prompted Paul to say, "I am cniciOed with Christ: nevertheless I live;
yet not I but Christ liveth in me" Gal. 2:20.

The foregoing means that every Christian's 'essential I' is in control until his 'self is
completely subjugated and Christ is elevated to be the Lord of his life. It is in every
Christian'sindividualpower to 'quench the Spirit,' i.e., put out the fire. This means that the

'iimer me' has taken control again, and having quench^ the Spirit, has taken his eternal
destiny into his own hands. This can be done, and we know is done, because God has
alwaysgrantedus the free will to choose. Therefore, we see a law.The Spiritcan exert such
influence in my life as will make my spirit one with His; I shall then have an inner
compulsion to do God's will at all costs. Tliis would also restrain the 'inner me' from taking
over again from the Spirit, Paul, knowing the constant conflict between the Spirit and the

flesh, put it like this, "But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection; lest that
by any means, when I have preached to others, 1 myself should be castaway." (1 Cor.
9:27). He obviously subjugated his 'iimer me' and let the spirit take over.
I am sorry for having had to bring some psychology into the question, but it seemed the
best way to explain what I wanted to say.
SO WHAT'S THE ANSWER?

It seems to me that Paul's own spirit was being inwardly compelled to do God's will; his
spirit was Iwund' in this determination. He knew what awaited him because he said, "the
Holy Spirit witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me." Every
city and town that Paul went into were all giving the same warning, i.e., that prison and
persecution awaited him if he went up to Jerusalem.

So what weip the Christians at tJtc and Caesarea doing? Well, they were doing what all
other Christians had been doing, i.e., beseeching Paul not to go. We must realise here that
the HolySpiritis warning of whatwill happen; it is the Christians who are beseeching him
not to go. In 21:13 we see again the measure of Paul's determination, "Then Paul
answered, What mean ye to weep and to break mine heart? for I am ready not to be
bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus." It is here that
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we are brought face to face with what love for Christ means. Some have said that to love
the brethren is to love Christ; I would put it the other way round, "to love Christ is to love
the brethren." Christ must always predominate in all of our lives, but Paul also had great
love for his brethren, and there are echoes ofhis letter toPhilippi, "because I have you in

my heart; inasmuch as both mmy bonds, and in the defence and confirmation of the
gospel, ye all are partakers of my grace." (Phil. 1:7). Paul knew what he was doing when

he was determined to ignore the pleas of the brethren and go to Jerus^em. Later on in Phil.

1he says, "But I would ye should understand brethren, that the things which happen^

unto me have faUen outratherunto the furtherance ofthegospel; So that my bonds in
Christ are manifest inall the palace, and inallother places." The Gospel ofChrist was
alwaysparamount in his life.

One ofthe cardinal facts to emerge from this is that the will ofthe Lord will always be
done, even when itis difficult and dangerous. To their great credit the disciples at Caesarea

at length realised this, "And when he would not be persuaded, we ceased, saying. The
will ofthe Lord be done." I wonder ifPaul's determination was a striking example to the

early Church of what being achild of God really entailed. I am sure that the example was
notlostonthem, and I pray thatit will notbe loston us today.

(All questions, please, toAlf Marsden, 20Costessy Way,
Winstanley, Wigan. WN3 6ES).
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