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Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning.
JANUARY, 1992

Vol. 60 No. 1

A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR READERS

"

THE MERCIES OF GOD RECALLED AND TRUST EXPRESSED

"But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope; the steadfast love of the
Lord never ceases. His mercies never come to an end; they are new every
morning; great is Thy faithfulness. 'The LORD is my portion' says my soul,
'therefore I will hope in Him'." (Lamentations 3:21-24).
GOD BLESS THY COMING YEAR:

THY COMING IN, THY GOING OUT,
THY REST, THY TRAVELLING ABOUT,
THE ROUGH, THE SMOOTH,
THE BRIGHT, THE DEAR:

☆

GOD BLESS THY YEAR.

NOTHING IS FOREVER
Nothing remains the same. Another year has gone and again we have witnessed
great change. Surely, by far, the most momentous and exciting event of the past year
has been the complete demise of Communism. What could have been more dramatic
or amazing? Not so very long ago we were all in the dark, depressing shadow of the

'Cold War' with the Soviet Bloc, and greatly perturbed at the ominous but rapid
spread of Communism throughout the Third World and the 'Banana Republics'. It
thrives in Africa, Asia, South America, especially Cuba, etc., right up, indeed, to the
very doorsteps of the White House itself in Washington. Astonishingly, these 'reds
under the beds' days have suddenly gone, and Communism, as a political system, has
been roundly condemned as an utter failure, not by its enemies, but by the Russian
leadership, in Moscow, its very birthplace. Anybody ten or twenty years ago, who
would have predicted that the U.S.S.R. by 1991 would have completely dismantled
itself, would have been regarded as a lunatic. But, there it is, the regime has gone.
Why should 1 mention this? Because it proves that nothing is forever, and that the
apparently impossible can often comc to pass, Mountains can be removed. God is in
His heavens.

The many countries recently espousing Communism have now been left out on
a limb, with a great mass of political egg on their faces, and highly embarrassed. This
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week, in Britain, sees the printing, after many years, of the very last issue of "Marxism
Today" and British Communists are, understandably, keeping a low profile and trying
to disappear into the woodwork. And so, another political system (which, like the
poll tax, looks feasible on paper but fails miserably in practice) has been tried and
tested and found wanting, as has its leaders. For the fine Russian people life under
the Czars was no picnic, but 'liberation' under Lenin, Stalin and company, has proved
to be just another form misery, penury and tyranny. It used to be suggested that
Communism was based upon Christianity, in that all were to be regarded as equal,
and entitled to share 'communally' in life's benefits. It is true that, in Christ's eyes,
all men are equal but this is clearly not the philosophy which has lately prevailed in
the U.S.S.R., where some are very much 'more equal' than others, and where bribery
and corruption in most transactions are the norm. Unhappiness, imprisonment, torture,
and violent death has, for the past 75 years, been the portion of Russians and East

Europeans, under Communism; (Stalin, himself, is reckoned to have murdered oveiji'^N^
twenty-five million Russians) and so if the fruit of the system is anything to go by, it
can hardly lay any claim to have been based upon Christianity, or the teachings of
Christ.
AN OPEN DOOR

It's an ill wind that blows nobody any good, and the political changes in Russia
and Eastern Europe, have now opened up great opportunities for preaching the gospel
in those countries and offering to the people a new and better way of life; and a new
and better leader — The Prince of Peace. There is obviously a great opening now for
taking the gospel into those fresh fields: but only if we are in a position to take up
the challenge.
Many of the denominational bodies are already making arrangements to enter
these countries and to compete with the R.C. Church and the Russian Orthodox
Church. This makes us ask ourselves: how capable are we of participating in this
wonderful chance of taking the Truth to the teeming millions over there?
Meanwhile on the domestic scene, the Church of England have just this week
been voting on the question of whether women should enter their priesthood. While
the Church of Scotland welcomes women into its 'ministry' and 'eldership' the C. of
E. are still wrestling with the issue and seem likely to divide asunder in the matter.
Although the Bishops, Clergy and Laymen of the London diocese of the C. of E.
have, a few days ago voted against the ordination of women, the battle seems far
from over. Interestingly enough the Presbyterian Church of Australia have, after 17
years of women being ordained into their ministry, just decided to end the practice.
Readers may be wondering why this topic is worthy of the mention. I mention it
because it seems only a matter of time before the 'Churches of Christ' will be debating
the issue: indeed some may be doing so already: not perhaps on this island, but the
question will come here eventually. In some of the mainstream Churches of Christ
magazines, one becomes increasingly aware that more and more articles are appearing
on subjects with this issue thinly disguised but at the core. "Women's role in the
Church" is now a subject with deeper ramifications than it used to have; and subjects
like "Women's value in the Ministry" are more common. Just this month in one such
magazine one writer said that, by virtue of men and women being equal in the Church,
it seemed unreasonable that women should not take part in the 'ministering' and that
indeed some congregations already employ female full-time Education Ministers." I
suppose that it would only take one or two 'big' preachers to come down in favour
of women in the pulpits and the floodgates would open. Incidentally in this month's
"Life and Work" (magazine of the C. of Scot.) one writer describes a new problem
arising from women in the 'eldership'. Apparently male elders are now being outnum-
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bercd by the appointment of more women 'elders' and, feeling intimidated and gen
erally unhappy about the situation, are giving up and leaving: soon all the 'elders'
may be female.
THE CHURCH DOES NOT EVOLVE - IT WAS CREATED

If we were sufficiently versed in ecclesiastical history, I suppose we could all look
back down over the centuries and see how the religious world has evolved into what
it is today. We would be able to see how Paul's warning to the elders at Ephesus (that
''Grievous wolves would enter the Church, not sparing the flock" Acts 20:29)
materialised, and the Early Church sank into apostasy. We would see the emergence
of the R.C. Church with its papacy, priesthood, rites, music, superstitions and how
N.T. baptism was substituted by the sprinkling of babies and invalids. We would,
inter-alia, note the founding of the C. of E. by Henry 8th and later the Reformation
and rise of Protestant denominations. And so, by living in these latter times, we have
/^\the distinct advantage of being able to look back and see how, and when, and by
whom the Church built by Jesus was changed: indeed battered out of all recognition,
by well-intended attempts to improve it. We can do exactly the same thing with regard
to the history of Churches of Christ and, looking back, see when, how and by whom
changes have been introduced. Fortunately we have the divine blue-print for Christ's
church in the N.T. and can always refer to the original when trying to identify changes
and departures. Change in any congregation's belief and practice is only permissable
if the end result will be a church much nearer to the N.T. pattern: this is the only
justification for change. Unfortunately some of the changes which have taken place
within the N.T. churches have, as with the denominations, been as a result of congre
gational fads and fancies: and not to get the church closer to the original.
It seems amazing that the members of the C. of E. voting last week (on the
woman in the priesthood issue) did not seem to wonder, or to ask themselves, why
their church should now (1991) be asked to decide an issue unmentioned since the
16th Century. Obviously the aim is not to bring the C. of E. closer to the N.T. but
to satisfy a fairly recent trend or fashion. Many of those who want women ordained
are determined to have it done, whether it divides the Church or not. Most would

consider this behaviour deplorable but members of Churches of Christ in this country
have seen this attitude before, and if anybody should ever attempt to write a history
of the "Old Path" churches it will be interesting to see how they will deal with the
introduction of 'individual containers' into this island, in 1960, and the division caused.
When these vessels were introduced, and by whom , is well established, but any late

historian will find it very difficult, even now, to really establish why. Certainly congre
gational size could not have been the reason: the 'hygiene' suggestion has always been
vigorously denied, and nobody at the time ever tried to claim that it was to get back
more closely to the N.T. Scriptures. There seems to be a tendency amongst us that
when denominational bodies introduce additions into the worship, we call them 'inno
vations': but when Churches of Christ do it, we call them 'expedients'. The main
concern of the 'Pioneers' was "is it scriptural": whereas today, with all the pressures
and competition for numbers, the question is "Will it bring them in".

Another disturbing trend is that, given a choice between something that is scrip
tural and something that is not scriptural but will "get results", many members might
vote for the latter.

THE CHURCH, LIKE THE BIBLE, IS CHANGELESS

Once N. T. congregations are established in a locality there should be no need for
change. Indeed the inspired writers on the N.T. were continually exhorting that the
church should remain stable and steadfast, and should resist all attempts to change it,
or divert it from the God-ordained course. Not only should the members remain
steadfast as individuals, but should remain united as a church. Did not Jesus himself.
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pray that His Church might "be one" (as close as he was to the Father, and vice-vcrsa)
and that there be no divisions among them. Those who respect that prayer will actively
promote unity, and will refuse to take any form of action which might set at nought
a brother, and cause division with the body of Christ. Even in N.T. times, church
members were susceptible to 'personality cults' and would rally round the strong, or

popular personality. Today I suppose some preachers still have their 'fan' clubs. Paul
condemned any such trend and in 1 Cor. 1 asks "Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified
for you? or were you baptised in the name of Paul? The great apostasy, from which
Luther managed to extricate himself hundreds of years later, had its beginnings in
these very early days of the Church. As Paul warned the elders at Ephesus, "Also of
your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after
them." (Acts 20:29). Christians must "all speak the same thing" and be "perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in the same judgement." The Kingdom of God

is brought into being by "the incorruptible seed" of the Kingdom (the word of God)./*^
The word of God cannot be changed and neither can the Church. The Church is as
permanent a fixture, as the word of God, and one may as well talk of making 'changes'
in the one as the other. If the Church changes it is certainly not God's doing. God
placed the blueprint in our hands, two thousand years ago, and has remained silent,
since. Yet, if Jesus were to return to the world today. He would be hard pressed to

fmd His church.

MEMBERS MUST CHANGE

With sometimes very little to show for our preaching efforts: with increased

pressures to enlarge our numbers and faced with the apparent success of some of the
denominational bodies, we are always open to the temptation to set aside our 'Old
Paths' and 'Back to the Bible' attitude and to exchange it for a much more accommodat
ing stance more in conformity with the expectations of the present religious scene.
Some succumb to the temptation. Surely the early apostles were exposed to exactly
similar temptations and could easily have made life much easier for themselves by
making a few concessions here and there to the various factions of their day. However,
as we can see from the divine record, the apostles were not in the business of seeking
to pander to the religious whims and fancies of their day, or even to court a little
popularity as fine, sensible Christian gentlemen, but were completely uncompromising.
How could they compromise or make allowances? Were they not engaged in giving
to the world God's eternal word: the incorruptible seed of the gospel? They had no
authority to change it then; much less have men that authority today. Nothing is
forever? Yes, some things are, God Himself is changeless. He said "1 am the Lord,
I change not" (Mai. 3:6), and so we have the grand assurance that we shall not wake

up some morning and hnd that God has gone over into the other camp, or due to
some capric ious quirk has changed the rules. Similarly, Jesus "is the same yesterday,
and today, and for ever" (Heb. 13:8). Likewise God's word is indestructible, outlasting
even the world itself, for Jesus said, "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My words
shall not pass away," and the apostle Peter said,"The word of the Lord endureth for
ever. Andthisistheword which by the gospel is preached unto you." (1 Peter 1:25).
And so, while the Church (with its Title Deeds enshrined in the eternal word of
God) is not something that man can change, even slightly, its individual membership
is exhorted and expected to change. As individual members of the Lord's body we
are urged to mend our words and ways; to enhancc our lifestyle and be better people.
We should change - and try to love more. We should change and try to preach more;
to pray more; to give more; to do more; in short, to become more like unto Jesus,
the Author and the Finisher of our faith. Modifications can not be made to God's

institutions; but there is no limit to the alterations, for the better, we can make in

ourselves. Nothing, for long, remains the same in a restless and uncertain world, and
changes are inevitable, good or bad. May it be that in 1992, whatever the change in
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our fortunes, in health or wealth, we shall, with God's help, surmount the bad and

use wisely the good, growing in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour.
(And may we in 1992 apply our minds, energies and prayers to find ways and means
oftaking thegladtidings ofthegospel to the multitudes behind theold'Iron Curtain').
EDITOR.

GLEANINGS
"Let her glean even among the sheaves." (Ruth 2:15)
CALLED OUT

"Ye are an elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own
possession, that ye mayshowforth the excellencies ofHimwhocalledyouout ofdarkness
into His marvellous light." (1 Peter 2:9 R.V.)
A BUILDING OF LIVING STONES

"The Church is a building, the Savior says so; it is a building that has all the
faculties of a human being. This is corroborated by Peter, to whom the Saviour made
first use of the term, when he writes: 'Ye also, as living stones, are built up a spiritual

house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices,acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ.' (1 Peter 2:5).

A building is madefor habitation,and thisis exactly in accord withPaul'steaching
on the same subject when, in writing to the church at Ephesus, he says: 'So, then, ye
are no more strangers and sojourners, but ye are fellow-citizens with the saints, and
of the household of God, being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Christ Jesus himself being the chief comer stone: in whom each several building, fltly
framed together, groweth into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom ye also are builded
together for a habitation of God in the Spirit.'
A TEMPLE OF THE LIVING GOD

"The Church, then is a spiritual building made of living stones, and the living
stones are the people - men and women, youths and maidens - who have heard the
call of the Lord to 'Come ye out from among them and be ye separated and touch no

unclean thing and I will receive you' Listen to the Apostolic injunction in 2 Cor.
6:14-16: 'Be not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath
righteousness with iniquity? or what communion hath light with darkness? And what
concord hath Christ with Belial? or what portion hath a believer with an unbeliever?
And what agreement hath a temple of God with idols? for we are a temple of the living
God: even as God said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them, and I will be their God

'

^ and they shall bemy people.'"
F. C. Day.
THE TRANSFIGURED CHURCH

"Now, how stands it with the Church? Does she seem fitted to strike, and arrest,
and silence, and allure the careless or suspicious multitudes? What is there unique

and amazing about her? Her Lord has promised her a Marvellousdistinctiveness. She
is to be "a glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing"! "A
glorious Church": shining amid all the surrounding twilights with a radiance of a
splendid noon! "Not having spot": no defect, no blemish, no impaired function, no
diseased limb! "Or wrinkle": there shall be no sign of age about her, or any waste;
she shall never become an anachronism; she shall always be as young as the present

age, ever distinguished by her youthful brow, and by her fresh and almost boisterous
optimism."
"OR WRINKLE, OR ANY SUCH THING!"

Mark the final, holy swaggerof it, as though by a contemptuous wave of the hand
the Apostle indicates the entire rout of the unclean pests that invade and attack an
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apostate Church. "Or any such thing"! Are these great words of promise in any high
degree descriptive of our own Church? Is this our distinctiveness? "Not having spot*':
have we no withered hands, no halt, no blind, no lame, no lepers? "Or wrinkle": are
we really distinguished by the invincible and contagious energies of perpetual youth?
does not the holding up of this great ideal throw our basal defects into dark and ugly
relief?

"IS EXCEEDINGLY LIKE THE WORLD."

The pity of it all is just this, that the Church, with all its loud and exuberant
professions, is exceedingly like "the world". There is no clean, clear line of separation.
In place of the promised glories we have a tolerable and unexciting dimness; in place
of superlative whiteness we have and uninteresting grey; and in place of the spirit of
an aggressive youthfulness we have a loitering and time-serving expediency. There
would be no difficulty, if only we had seized upon the fulness of our resources, and

had become clothed with the riches of our promised inheritance, in men being able/^^^
to distinguish, in any general company, the representatives of the Church of the living
God".

J. H. Jowett.
THE GOOD WAY

"Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths,

wherein is the goodway, and walk therein, and yeshall find rest for your souls". Jer .6:16.
"First of all, you have in this text excellent general advice. Jeremiah says to you,
'^tand, and see, and ask." I take these words to be a call to thought and consideration.
They are as though the prophet said, "Stop and think. Stand still, pause, and reflect.
Look within, behind, and before. Do nothing rashly. What are you doing? Where are

you going? What will be the end and consequence of your present line of action?Stop
and think."

Now to set men thinking is one great object which every teacher of religion should
always keep before him. Serious thought, in short, is one of the first steps towards
heaven. "I thought on my ways," says the Psalmist, "and turned my feet unto Thy
testimonies" (Ps. 119:59).
"CAME TO HIMSELF'

The prodigal son in the parable "came to himselP* before he came to his father.
He began to consider quietly the folly and uselessness of his conduct, and then, and
not till then, he returned home, saying, "Father, I have sinned" (Luke 15:18). Want
of thought is, in truth, the simple cause why many make shipwreck for ever.
There are but few, I suspect, who deliberately and calmly choose evil, refuse
good, turn their back on God, and resolve to serve sin as sin. The most part are what
they are because they began their present course without thought. They would not
take the trouble to look forward and consider the consequence of their conduct."
THE CHURCH

"Today as we look at her, we are conscious of much weakness, and certainly
often-times of a lack of beauty. We need to be reminded that our eyes are often fixed
upon the scaffolding that surrounds the building, rather than the building itself.
Nevertheless we all see something of the glory of the Church in its individual members.
How many we have known, true Christly souls, who so share His life that His beauty.
His compassion, and His tenderness are all manifested through them. The time will
come when He will present His Church to God, a glorious thing, not having spot or
wrinkle, or any such thing. It was in view of this, undoubtedly, Paul urged those to
whom he wrote in his Corinthian letter, <*to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond
of Peace," where the word "keep" means to observe, or keep in view; referring to the
fact that the hour will come when "we all attain unto unity of the faith, and of the

stature of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a full grown man, unto the measure
of the fulness of Christ."

LEONARD MORGAN.
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LIFE OF CHRIST (4)
In this article on the Life of Christ we shall look at the temptation of Jesus which

took place immediately after He was baptized by John the Baptist.
THE DEVIL

Before we begin, since the subject includes the devil, let us clear up a few misun
derstandings concerning him.
The devil we are discussing, who tempted Jesus after His baptism, is the dee-ab-olos. Dee-ab-ol-os should only be applied to Satan as a proper name. I am pointing this
out for a reason. The word da-hee-mon-ee-on which should be translated, demons is

(quite often) translated as devil in the Authorized Version and this has led to much
confusion on this subject.

^,11,.

79 times theword demon has been incorrectly translated asdevil, intheAuthorized
^Version. In fact you may find my next statement hard to believe, but you won't even,
find the word demon in the Authorized Version.

There is only one devil but there are many demons. The word devil should only
be applied to Satan.
After God publicly acknowledged Jesus as His Son, Satan began his work by
tempting Jesus.
Jesus was subjected to temptation according to the will of God for He was led by
the Spirit.

Jesus was led up from the River Jordan to the nearby mountainous range. Tradition
locates the place as a rugged, desolate region between Jerusalem and Jericho, about
four miles from the river Jordan and 20 miles from Jerusalem.

Jesus was not driven against His own will but voluntarily yielded to the powerful
influence of the Spirit, as the Spirit led Him to do the Will of God. In order to be
the Saviour of tempted mankind, it was necessary that He Himself should be tempted,
*in all points as we are, yet without sin." (Heb. 4 v 15).
The devil, Satan, the god of this world, is always singular never plural. The term
devil is never used in the Bible to signify an evil spirit and it is never used to personify
the evil in man or in the world.

The devil is represented in the New Testament as an adversary of human souls
endeavouring, by various snares, to take us captive, suggesting evil thoughts to our
minds or erasing good impressions which we once had, or putting hindrances in the
way of good works, or inspiring persecutors of the faithful and, one thing is sure, he
and his followers will be finally cast into torment.
From the letter of Jude we learn that the devil is a created being of higher order
than man who has fallen from his first estate.

We are not informed why Jesus fasted for 40 days and 40 nights. He did not fast
in the ecclesiastical sense of that word, but in the strictest meaning of abstaining from
all food whatsoever. Luke records that He did eat nothing in those days. (Luke 4 v. 2).
Moses and Elijah fasted the same length of time. Moses represented the law, and
Elijah represented the prophets.
Before we can appreciate the temptation Jesus endured, we must set a standard
by which we can judge temptation.
All temptation results from the excitement of some lust or desire. That is clearly
taught in James 1:14. The more intense the desire, the greater the temptation. Human
experience also teaches that the more cunningly we can disguise a sinful act, the more
easily we are induced to commit it. Therefore, if there is a desire and the circumstances
are such that we could disguise the act without anyone knowing what we intend to
do, then we have the recipe for the strongest temptation.
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THE nRST OF THE THREE TEMPTATIONS OF JESUS

"The tempter came and challenged Him, If you are God's Son, command those
rocks to become bread."

Here we find Jesus at the end of a 40 day fast. The tempter came at a very weak
moment for Jesus; obviously His body would be desiring food. Note also the carefully
chosen words of the tempter - "If thou be the Son of God". He well knew who Jesus
was but is trying to excite a desire for Jesus to prove who He was; to dispel the doubt
implied in those words.
Satan was challenging Jesus to prove His claim by doing a miracle. Since Jesus
was the Son of God it would, of course, have been easy for Him to command the
stones to become bread.

This first temptation appears to be twofold in its nature. Jesus is tempted to satisfy
His hunger, and also to prove Himself to be the Son of God. Jesus replied, "It is

written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from God's/^^
mouth."

Jesus is ready with the Word of God to answer this temptation and quotes from
Deut. 8:3.

It is significant that the first words of Jesus recorded after His baptism are a
declaration of the authority of the Scriptures.
Jesus made the Word of God His rule of authority. Our Lord met every temptation

by a quotation of Scripture. The Israelites had lived by the Word of God when they
ate manna in the wilderness, which was produced by His Word.
There are other things which sustain life other than bread; bread sustains the
physical body, but it cannot sustain the spiritual part of man's nature.
The quotation Jesus used was originally applied to the Israelites when they had
bitterly complained of hunger in the wilderness, even they were taught that there is
something more to true living than sustaining the physical part of man.
In sending the manna to the hungry Israelites God taught them that the true
bread was the bread from Heaven.
THE SECOND TEMPTATION

The devil then took Jesus into Jerusalem to the Temple, to a high point. The
south-east corner of the Temple overlooks the Valley of Kedron and, according to
Josephus, the wall at that point was 600ft high. This could be an exaggeration but
today the foundations of this part of the wall are 90 feet below the present ground level.
'*The devil then took Him into the holy city, and placed Him on the summit of the
Temple, and said, If you are God's Son, throw yourself down, for it is written, He will
command His angels concerning you, and they will catch you in their hands so that
you will not strike your foot against a stone." (Matt. 4:5).
Jesus had responded to the first temptation by expressing great faith in God and

His Word. Satan now goes to the other extreme by attempting to get Jesus to actually

throw Himselfoff the Temple walland depend on God to save Him. Satan even quotes
Scripture(from Psalm91v 11in the Septuagintform) but he perverts the meaningof it.
Psalm 91 V 11 was written to encourage faith. The devil plainly infers that this
is a promise made to all pious men, and must apply all the more forcibly to Jesus if
He is the Son of God.

The application he made was false. There is a general watch and care of God
over His people, but He has not promised to protect His people from danger while
they violate His Will. God has not promised to give any extraordinary protection to
those who trust Him. Man must comply with the Will of God and trust in the ordinary
means that God has provided for his well-being.
It is easy to imagine Jesus on that wall-head, gazing down into the valley below
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from such a dizzy height; the idea of a fall and it consquences would instinctively
possess Him.

Satan, at precisely the right time, says, "Jump, God protects His own, it will
show how completely you trust in Him, everything is in your favour unless, of course,
you fear personal injury."
But Jesus answered, "Again it is written, 'You shall not make trial of the Lord
your God.' "

This quotation of Jesus was from Deut. 6:13 and does not contradict the quotation

of Satan, for all Scriptures harmonise. It is not pleasing to God to quote one Scripture
while trying to pervert the meaning of another.
This quotation Jesus used, clarified the one given by the devil. What Jesus was
saying was this:"Yes, it is true, Satan, those words you quote are written, and they are applicable

/^to me and to good men and they will be fulfilled at the proper time. But to throw
oneself into unnecessary danger in order to "tempt" or test God would be a sin, and
especially when it was done at the command of the devil."
THE HNAL TEMPTATION; ON THE MOUNTAIN

"Further, the devil took Him to the top of a very high mountain and showed Him
all the world's kingdoms and their glory and said, I will give you all these things if you
will fall down and worship me."
A panorama of the kingdoms of this world were shown to Christ and Satan
promised to give Christ all the glory of these kingdoms.

This is the most diabolical of all suggestions which were made by Satan. The
Creator of the heavens and the earth does not need to bow down to Satan. If Jesus

had done this he would have acknowledged a falsehood, for the devil was not supreme,
neither washe sovereign;he only had suchpowersas had been granted to himby God.
For success here, Satan is depending solely on the intensity of the desire which
he expected to excite.

Here Satan is offering Jesus the easy road. Fall down and worship Satan and
these Kingdoms are yours. On the other hand, if you carry out the will of God, you
must be crucified upon the cross.
Jesus at once repelled Satan with righteous indignation as the ARCH-ENEMY of
the Father. The devil had thrown off his mask and appeared to Christ in his real
character, so Jesus treats him accordingly.
"Get thee hence" in the original text means "Get out of my sight" Satan. This is
the first recorded exclamation of Jesus.

Jesus goes on to say, "For it is written, You shall worship the Lord your God,
and you shall serve ONLY Him!"

Leo Boles informs us that Jesus put emphasis on the word ONLY when he said,
"and you shall serve ONLY Him,"
TTiere is ONLY one God to be worshipped.

The devil is called SATAN here, because in this temptation he displayed his real
character as the ENEMY of God, for he tried to take the worship and service of
God's Son, and use them for his own diabolical ends.

In revealing himself as the enemy of God, he also reveals himself as the adversary
of Jesus.

Satan, having failed in his mission, left the Lord for a season and "the angels
came and ministered to Him."

Jesus had triumphed. Later He taught through James, "resist the devil, and he
will flee from you." (James 4:7).
Graeme Pearson,
Dunfermline.
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WINDOWS
Let us see what lessons we can learn from just three Bible Windows
A WINDOW FOR LIGHT (Genesis 6 verse 16)

In the days of Noah when God saw that the wickedness of man was great upon
the earth: that the imagination of man's heart was evil continually; He decided to
thoroughly cleanse the earth with a mighty flood. Only Noah found grace in the eyes
of the Lord, He was commanded to build an ark by which he and his family should
be saved. It was not left with Noah to plan this, God gave him all the instructions
necessary. (Read Genesis 6: 13-22).
God provided for a light from above, a window.
Today we rejoice that God has provided Jesus, our ark to preserve us from the
flood of spiritual death. He is the LIGHT OF THE WORLD. Through the window
of His WORLD has come the LIGHT from above that we may learn the way of
salvation, and by walking therein may have eternal life.
A WINDOW FOR SALVATION (Joshua 2 verse 18)
When Joshua became the leader, in the stead of Moses, it became his task to

lead the people into the promised land. Reaching Jericho, he sent two spies to view
the land, and they lodged in the house of Rahab, a harlot. The King of Jericho learned
of this and sent word to Rahab to deliver these men as prisoners. She told them they
had left but did not know where they had gone. If they went quickly they might catch
them. This was untrue, for she had hidden them under flax in the roof.

After the pursuers had gone, she came to the spies and pleaded with them on
behalf of herself and her household that her kindness might be rewarded with the
salvation of their lives. She requested a token that this would be so. The spies gave
to her a scarlet cord by which they were to be let down, and told her to bind it in
the window, and to bring all her kindred into the house, and to remain there. If they
did not do so they would die. This she did, and they alone survived when the city was
destroyed. This symbol of the scarlet cord is a reminder to us of Jesus' precious blood,
which, when applied to us will save us from the consequences of sin.
A WINDOW FOR BLESSING (Malachi 3:10)

After we have read through the history recorded for us of God's dealing with His
people, we come to the final book of the Old Covenant, where Jehovah upbraids
them for unbelief and unfaithfulness, and yet still continues to promise them blessings
if they will repent and keep His commandments. He repeats His promise of the coming
of a Redeemer who will turn their hearts from sin unto righteousness. He will open —

the windows ofheaven and pour out ablessing, so great that itwould overwhelm them. ^ ^
Today we can share in the richness of this blessing, God's greatest gift of His
only begotten Son, "that whosoever belleveth in Him, should not perish but have
Everlasting Life " (John 3:16).
Through trust and obedience to Jesus we can walk in LIGHT that cannot fade,
and have Joy unspeakable and full of Glory that cannot pass away.
Tom Kemp,
Hindley,
Wigan,

Without me Ye Can Do Nothing (John 15:5)

Abide in Me. The measure of our practical obedience to this word of our Lord
will be the measure of our strength: His strength clothing us. We have fully adequate
resources for Christian living, for holiness, for effective power in this day and gener
ation. Shame on us if we are not making that evident.
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Conducted by
Alf Marsden

"After reading your answer in the November issue of the S.S., I have another question
for you. If Jesus was the long-expected Messiah, why is there so little mention of this
fact in the New Testament?"

At the outset, in answer to this question, I might also add that in the so-called
Messianic Prophecies in the Old Testament, there is no direct use of the word Messiah.

/^^The problem for the people in the days of the ministry of Jesus was the cardinal one
of identification of the Messiah, and it was in the resolution of this problem that the
Jewish leaders and the people got it so hopelessly wrong. Two of the most revealing
scriptures are to be found in John 5:39 where Jesus says to the Jews, "Search the
scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of

me"; and in Luke 24:25, 26 when Jesus, after His resurrection, spoke with the two
on the road to Emmaus and said, "O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the
prophets have spoken: Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter

into his glory"? So Jesus Himself asserted quite forcefully that His identification from
the O.T. scriptures was not only possible, but ought actually to have been recognised
by anyone who had searched properly. We need to examine this important point in
a little more detail.

THE PROBLEM FOR THE JEWS

Students of the behavioural sciences will know that human behaviour is governed
to a marked degree by 'expectation* and 'realisation*. Expectation itself can be either
modified or exacerbated by the conditions and circumstances in which one finds oneself;
while realisation, if it does not meet expectations, will many times give rise to attitudes
which may be unhelpful and unwholesome.
The history of God's chosen people illustrates the above points quite vividly. The
nation had been divided into the Northern and Southern kingdoms. The people had
suffered much under their own leaders, and at the hands of the oppressive nations
around them. It never seemed to enter their minds that the trials and tribulations

'^^we^e as a result of their own perfidy and lack of allegiance to God. The culmination
of all their problems came during the inter-testamental period when Selucid troops
under Antiochus Epiphanes (who claimed to be an incarnation of Zeus) suspended
the Temple sacrifices, ordered the destruction of the Scriptures, discontinued circum
cision, Sabbath observance, and the food laws. Many Jews welcomed death rather
than this sort of defilement, and it is probable that the conditions described in Heb.
11 pertain to this period. This led directly to the Wars of the Maccabees, and perhaps
the greatest moment for the Jews came under the leadership of Judas Maccabaeus
who purified the Temple area and restored the Temple sacrifices and worship. It was
in 63 B.C. that the Roman general Pompey entered Jerusalem, and Judas became a
Roman protectorate. However, there was always behind the minds of the Jews that
the Messiah, the Lord's Anointed, the Leader Prince, would emerge in due time. But
what was their expectation of His leadership, and would the realisation be too bitter
to swallow.
THE EXPECTATION

In view of what 1 have said up to this point, we can well understand how high
the expectations of the Jews were that some mighty Messiah would come along and
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relieve them of the thraldom of Rome. John seems to bear this out when he recounts

the miracle of the feeding of the five thousand; he records the people who saw the
miracle as saying, *This is of a truth that prophet that should come into the world"
(John 6:14). The record then goes on, ''When Jesus therefore perceived that they would
come and talce him by force, to make him a king, he departed again into a mountain
himself alone'' (v.15). This is probably why Jesus never referred to Himself as the
Messiah. We can see, therefore, what the expectations of the people were; the great

miracle-worker would surely be able to use His power to restore the destiny of the
nation.

Another view of expectation is to be found in the discourse of Jesus with the two
on the road to Emmaus. Cleopas and his companion asserted to the culpability of the
chief priests and rulers, "And how the chief priests and rulers delivered him to be
condemned to death, and have crucified him" (Luke 24:20). To show their expectation,

they then went on, "But we trusted that it had been he which should have redeeme^^^s^
Israel" (v, 21). They had the Messianic hope alright, but it would seem to me thai
the redemption which they spoke of was not the redemption associated with the
Gospel, i.e., it was not spiritual; they were looking for the redemption of Israel as a
nation. That it was non-spiritual seems to be borne out by the discourse Jesus had
with Nicodemus. It is patently obvious that Nicodemus did not understand the nature
of the new creation in Christ Jesus, "How can a man be borne when he is old? can he

enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born?" (John 3:4).
There is also a rather startling aspect of John the Baptist given to us in the Gospel

of John. The Baptist, in prison, heard the things that Jesus was teaching and doing,
and sent two of his disciples with a message to Jesus, saying, "Art thou He that should

come (the Messiah, presumably), or do we look for another" (Matt. 11:1-6). Jesus sent
them back saying "Go and shew John those things which ye do hear and see". He even
added what seemed to be a gentle rebuke to John, "And blessed is he, whosoever shall
not be offended in me". This illustrates how deep the Messianic expectations were,
but the 'yes' answer to the Baptist's question also shows Jesus confessing openly His
claims to Messiahship.
THE REALISATION

How many times have you heard people after returning from some event say,
"Well, that wasn't a bit like I expected it to be; the realisation had not come up to
the expectation. Imagine a man travelling home from work in the evening and expecting
a meal of roast beef, roasted potatoes, and all the trimmings, and he finds on the

table when he gets home, a pot of jam and some bread; he is likely to feel a littl?^\
peeved. Consider, then, in the days of Jesus, how the Jews must have felt when the
realisation dawned on them that the One whom John the Baptist had marked out for
them as from God, was preaching a message of 'love your enemies, do good to them
that despitefully use you; if your enemy strike you on one cheek, turn the other also'.
What sort of talk was that, when the nation was a Protectorate of Rome? Can love

and peace change the world, or is it those who have might on their side who ultimately
prevail? The rulers and the people thought they knew the answer to that one, and so
they turned on Jesus as an imposter. This man was no Messiah. He was no Anointed
Leader from God. Away with Him, and let us see if we can identify the true Messiah.
Ah, but they forgot that Jesus was the Christ of God. Many people refer to Jesus
Christ today and they think that 'Christ' is the surname of Jesus. The 'Christ' is the
Messiah, the Lord's Anointed, and it took a loose Samaritan woman to spell this out
when she talked with Jesus. John records that the woman said to Jesus, "I know that
Messias cometh, which is called Christ: when he is come, he will tell us all things".

Jesus declared Himself again, "I that speak unto thee am He" (John 4:25,26). We also
read in John 1:40,41 that Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, found Simon and said to
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him, '*We have found the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the Christ'*.

In view of the above, what I have to say to our questioner is that even though
the precise word 'Messiah' (or Messias) is not often used, there are many prophecies
in the O.T. which relate to God's Anointed coming into the world, and the N.T.
identifies Him as Jesus, the Christ of God, and I hardly need add that the N.T. is
replete with information and teaching concerning Him. Yes, Messiah has been man

ifested, and His manifestation procured salvation for all who will accept and obey
Him. Those who look for a future manifestation of the Messiah will, I fear, look in
vain. God's Anointed One has been to this earth. He will come again, but the next
time He comes it will be in His Glory. Even so. Lord; come quickly.
(All questions, please, to Alf Marsden, 20 Costessy Way,
Winstanley, Wigan, WN3 6ES)

CHRIST YES -

PAUL NO!

The well known writer C.S. Lewis has made a statement to the effect that there

is always the danger of spendingso much time studying or quoting Paul that we may
lose sight of the Christ of the Gospels.

I strongly disagree with this concept! How can there ever be any danger of losing
sight of Christ and the Gospels when we study the rest of the New Testamnet? The
message of Peter, Paul, James, John and the other writers of the New Testament is

the fullness of the Holy Spirit's revelation of Christ and his works. It is the "all truth"

into which Jesus promised that his apostles would be guided by the Holy Spirit(John
16:13). The Epistles and the Book of Revelation trancend the Gospel account in
much the same way that the Gospels transcend the old Testament picture of Christ.
Luke makes it very clear that when he writes in Acts that it is the continuation

of the work begun by Jesus. His account of establishingof the Church, the conversion
of sinners and the expansion of the Kingdom of Christ is in perfect accord with the
eternal plan of God. Luke's Gospel and the book of Acts form one complete unit in
two volumes.

Paul likewise emphasized the same truth when he pointed out that he was led
into knowledge of the Lord by the revelation of the Lord himself and not by the other
apostles (Gal. 1:15-20). He declared again and again that his life and work is a
continuation of the life and work of Jesus (Gal. 2:20; Phil. 1:21). In fact, Paul wrote
that those who would change or pervert the gospel message stand condemned (Gal.

'

^

John also gives us further words and teaching from Christ which are not found

elsewhere in the Bible. One cannot read Revelation and miss sight of Christ!
There is a greater danger in all extremes - either in magnifying or minimizing
any portion of the New Testament to the exclusion of the rest. We need to see what

the Lord said in Revelation 22:18,19 about taking away from his message!
We need to ask some pertinent questions about motives when we encounter "off
the wall" statements like this one by Mr. Lewis. Why did he make a statement like
this? Is it a try to establish the modernistic teaching that Paul's theology is different

from Christ's? Is it to try to get away from the apostolic teaching? Is it to call into
question the authenticity of Paul, Peter, James and other New Testament writers? Is

it a try to establish some sort of distinction between the religion of Jesus and the

religion about Jesus? Is it to cast doubts about Paul's inspiration and life? Is it to say
that the words of Christ can only be found by searching themout from amidspurious
interpolations? Why?

Such statements as Mr. Lewis' are unbiblical, unscholarly and certainly a little
unnerving to thoseof us whohavereallyput our trust andconfidence in the inspiration

and authority of the New Testament.

,

g Lewis
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not have been Herod's temple in
Jerusalem bccause it had been destroyed
Feb.2
Feb. 9
Feb. 16
Feb.23

Jeremiah 15:10-21
Z€chaTiah4
Micah4
Daniel7:l-12

Revelation 10
Revelation 11:1-18
Rev. 11:19 - 12:17
Revelationl3

THE LITTLE OPEN BOOK
The Bible was a closed book for cen

turies. Throughout the period known as
the Dark Ages the word of God had
been kept from the people. The Refor
mation changed all that and we have
men such as John Wycliffe, Martin
Luther, William Tyndale, etc. to thank
for translating the Scriptures into the
vernacular of the people. And we must
not forget that this outstanding work was
achieved under great persecution. These
men were regarded as heretics by many
in their day, but now, of course, they
are heroes. Brother Graeme Pearson in
his notes on Revelation has commented:
"The book had been closed. The Bible

had been kept from the people. Many
people during the Dark Ages were
burned at the stake for no other reason

than that they had a Bible in their house.
The book was sealed up in dead lan
guages and it was impossible for it to be
read in the native tongue of any Euro

pean people. Here the angel comes with
an open book signifying that God's
Word was to be given back to the people.
The Reformation had begun much ear
lier with Wyckliffe and Huss, but it was
fully inaugurated in the sixteenth cen
tury."
I thank God often that today I can
study His Revelation in the English lan
guage. I also thank Him for all the efforts
that are being made to translate the
Bible into all the languages of the world
(a mammoth task!). Recently, I posted
five Bibles in the Telugu language to a
brother in India and it made me think

just how far things have come since the
work of the early reformers.
The Two Witnesses

The apostle John was given the task
of measuring the Temple {11:1). It could

by the Romans nearly thirty years be
fore. Therefore, the temple he had to
measure with God's measuring rod was
the spiritual temple (1 Corinthians
3:16,17). The outer court was not mea
sured. B.W. Johnson has written: "The

connection shows that the court of the

Gentiles, which surrounded the temple
on all sides, is meant. This was typical
of the world, and the fact that it is not
measured, shows that the world, and
those who follow the world, whether sin-^

ners or professing Christians, do noi
come up with the divine standard. This
outer court is said to be given to the
Gentiles and it is added that they shall
tread the Holy City underfoot for fortytwo months. The Holy City is a type of
Church and this language implies its
oppression for a period of twelve
hundred and sixty days, or years."
The two witnesses (11:3) represent
the two testaments of God. They man
ifested great power and this is confirmed
by the Hebrew writer's statement that
'*the word of God is quick (alive) and
powerful (energetic) and sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing even to
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit,
and is a discerner (critic) of the thoughts
and intents of the heart" (4:12). (Sec also

1 Kings 17:1; Exodus (7:20).) The men
tioning of the two olive trees and the
two lampstands reminds us of statements*
made in Zechariah chapter 4.
We read: "And when they (the two
witnesses) shall have finished their tes-

timony, the beast that ascends out of the
bottomless pit shall make war against
them and shall overcome them and kill

them" (11:7). This was to last a period
of three and a half days, or three and
half years (11:9,11). This period refers
to the

French

Revolution when the

French Rationalists attempted to de
stroy the Bible. Voltaire was at the foref
ront of the effort. Later the British and

Foreign Bible Society bought his house
and used it as a supply centre in the
distribution of Bibles throughout the
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world. Of course, God's word could not

be killed off, for it is eternal (Isaiah 40:8;
Matthew 24:35; 1 Peter 1:25).
The Woman And The Dragon
The woman (12:1), I believe, repre
sents the people of God. The sun, I
suggest, is a symbol of the gospel, the
moon a symbol of the Jewish system and
the twelve stars a representation of the
twelve apostles of Jesus. The apostles of

Christ, of course, have a unique position
in the Christian system (Matthew 19:28;
Luke 22:30; Revelation 21:14).
The great red dragon (12:3) depicts
>atan (12:9). He is also called the "old
serpent" (12:9), "the devil" (12:9), and
"the accuser" (12:10).
The *'manchild" (12:5) brought forth
is not Jesus, but is a symbol of the in
crease of God's people, which Satan can
not stand and will do all in his power to
prevent. The **man child*' is *to rule all
nations with a rod of iron" (12:5). In
Revelation 2:26,27 we read: "And he

who overcomes and keeps my work unto
the end, to him will I give power over
the nations: and he shall rule them with
rod of iron..."

Revelation

12:6 reads:

'*And the

woman fled into the wilderness, where
she has a place prepared of God, that
they should feed her a thousand two
hundred and sixty days." Ezekiel once
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the death".

The Two Beasts

We read: "And I stood upon the sand
of the seas and saw a beast rise up out
of the sea, having seven heads and ten
horns, and upon his horns ten crowns
and upon his heads the name of blas

phemy" (13:1). Chapter 17 gives us the
meaning: "And here is the mind which
has wisdom. The seven heads are seven
mountains on which the woman sits...

And the ten horns which you saw are ten
kings, who have received no kingdom as
yet; but receive power as kings one hour
with the beast" (9,12). The first beast
represents the Roman Empire, and the
second Holy Roman Empire. All the
characteristics of the former were seen

in the latter (13:12). In fact, the Pope
adopted titles of the Emperor himself for example, Pontifex Maximus, which
means "Chief Bridge-Builder".
It is difficult for us today to ap
preciate the power both the Roman Em
pire and the Holy Roman Empire had
over people. One commentator has writ
ten: "The Pope claimed the right to
make and unmake kings; all crowns were
placed upon royal heads by his own
hands or by those of his bishops; rulers
were dethroned, subjects incited to re
bellion, provinces taken from one ruler
and bestowed upon another, and all the

wrote through the spirit: "I have ap

rulers of the Catholic world made to

pointed you each day for a year" (4:6).

swear obedience to the Pope as their
liege lord... At least three councils are

/^^o one thousand two hundred and sixty
Jays is one thousand two hundred and

named, those of Tours, of Constance

and the Lateran, which have expressly

sixty years, or times, time and half a
time (12:14), or forty-two months
(11:2). This is the period known as the
Dark Ages when the word of God was
kept from the people. Please note, how
ever, that the church over these long
years did not go out of existence, but
was nourished by God (12:14).

The number six hundred and sixty
six has caused much discussion (13:18).
In the Greek it spells out "Lateinos" the reputed founder of the Latin Race.
Rome is the ancient capital of the Latins.

The war between Satan and the

The Romans were a Latin race and

people of God was similar to that which

spoke the Latin language. The Catholic
Church is continually officially called the

had taken place in heaven (12:7). I like
verse 11: "And they overcame him by
the blood of the Lamb (Jesus' part) and
by the word oftheir testimony (the saint's
part); and they loved not their lives unto

forbidden

business

intercourse

with

heretics."

Latin Church.

Ian S. Davidson,
Motherwell.
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GHANA REPORT

There is more good news from Ghana
this month from Bill Cook. On November

17th, 1991 a new congregation was estab
lished about ten miles south of Kumasi in

a village called Pekye (pronounced
Pechee). There are two villages side by
side named Pekye No. 1 and Pekye No.
2. Tliere arc six members and on their

second Lord's day they had seven visitors
and three children attend iheir meeting.
Bill, from the Ghana funds, has given
them money for a plot of ground, a table

will lake (along with any additional gifts
received) to Ghana when she goes out to
be married to Brother Martin Price.
Brother Bill Cook should be back on 21st

January, 1992. Before he returns he will
arrange the Bank Account that we pre
sently use in Kumasi to be accessed via
the signature of three faithful Brothers,
for the continuing of the work.
To date £26,571.Olp has been col
lected for Ghana. As we begin a New
Year may I sincerely thank everyone who
has contributed to this appeal, for your

and two tablecovers. One of the members

love and concern for our Brethren in

is a carpcntcr and intends to build a

Ghana. Please continue to support th
work which has begun. The three areai,
of need arc - Gospel Work, Medical Aid
and Building Fund. Please send crossed
cheques to Graeme Pearson (Ghana Ap
peal), 13 Fairways, Dunfermlinc, Fife.
KY12 ODU. Tel: (0383) 728624.

wooden frame with a roof to start with.
The walls doors and windows will come

later when funds are available. They have
experienced some local opposition al
ready which resulted in a meeting not
being held because no-one will rent out
rooms with light for an evening scrvice in
Kumasi to the Church of Christ. Bill in

tends to overcome this problem before he
leaves by buying a small generator. In
Nobewan the congregation grew when a
man aged 6() years was baptised. I re
ceived a report from three brothers in
Odumasi which ran into three pages of
foolscap. I noted that four members in
Odumasi. three in Nobewan and some
non-members have received Medical Aid

P.S. Latest news via Express Aeorogramnie from Bill Cook. Pekye member
ship ai 10. Plot of ground purchased.
Timber frame partly built but they have
run out of money to complete the basic
strucUire. Bill Cooks funds have run out.
In the article above, £300 of the £480 has
been allocated to other needs, (Gospel,
Medical eft Eyecare). Building funds arc
required.

in the past month. The Bible Correspon
dence courses have been well received.

Last minute news by telephone from

In the past month £431.14p was paid from
the fund for Bible Correspondence

Ghana. 9th December, I99L Bill has in

Courses. £100 was sent to Ghana and as

formed me that another congregation has
been established in DENU (four miles west

I write this report there is £480.16p in the

of Aflao) with a membership offive. They^

Bank Account which Sister Ann Cook

are described by Bill as very enthusiastn.
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Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning.
NOVEMBER, 1992

Vol. 60 No. 11

THE ALPHA AND OMEGA AGAIN
In the June issue, in an article entitled "The Alpha and Omega" I offered a few

thoughts on the deity of Christ and the Godhead: placing Christ on an equality with
God. This view is, of course, like much else in the Bible, subject to challenge and
indeed was denied as far back in history as 320 AD, by Arius and his disciples. As a
result of the article I have received a letter from a good brother in India informing
me that some members of the sect known as "Jehovah's Witnesses" (J.W.'s) have

been attending his Bible Study Meeting and have been claiming that Christ was never
co-equal with God but clearly shown in the N.T.to be much inferior to God. Individual
members of the J.W.'s are, of course, not allowed any independency of thought on

scriptural matters but simply repeat the doctrines into which they have been brain
washed by the teachings prepared for them in their magazines from Brooklyn, USA.
This, however, is no reason for not considering what they say and measuring it against
the things revealed in God's word. I know also from years of experience in discussion
with J.W.'s, that nothing I say is likely to have the slightest effect, but I will say it,
nevertheless. We should not be too surprised that J.W.'s do not accept the deity of
Christ, in view of the fact that they accept very little of what is plainly taught in
scripture: e.g. they deny the bodily resurrection of Christ: they deny man has a soul:
they teach Christ was but one of God's creatures: they deny that heaven will be open
to all faithful Christians, and also deny the possibility of hell: they deny that the earth
will be destroyed and teach that Christ's return to the earth occurred in 1914, to
mention but a few of their variances with scripture. It is not surprising, therefore, that

they describe the "Trinity: as a doctrine from Satan."
HUMAN REASON & LOGIC

When confronted with the question of the deity of Christ, J.W.'s say, in their
literature, (Quote): "To hold that Jehovah God the Father, and Christ the Son, are
co-eternal is to fly in the face of reason . . . The advocates of the Trinity admit that
it is not a subject of reason or logic and so they resort to terming it 'a mystery'. But
the Bible contains no divine mysteries. It contains sacred secrets . . . there is a vast
difference between a secrct and a mystery. A secret is merely that which has not been
made known, but a mystery is that which cannot be understood." (Unquote). J.W.'s
justify their claim that everything to be believed must "be reasonable" on the basis
of Isa.l:18 where God said, "Come now, let us reason together, saith the Lord . .
As this tenet of 'reason' is basic to what J.W.'s find believable and thus acceptable
in God's word, we should, I think, first of all, consider it on its merits.
When God (through Isaiah) said to man, "Come let us reason together" it was
(as we shall see if we finish the quotation) in the context of God asking man to mend
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his ways, and, in return, receive the forgiveness of God. God said, "Come now, and
let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as
white as snow;though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.*' This is a far cry
from God suggesting that God and man are equals in any sense whatsoever, and that
man could renege on any suggestion of God that "flew in the face of reason". When
God said, "Let us reason together" he was not suggesting that man would, or could,
find a reason for all that God' says or does, or that man could, even in a very tiny
degree, plumb the depths of God's mind or actions. Indeed God has, elsewhere,
assured man that "My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways,
saith the Lord, for as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher
than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts." (It was the same Isaiah who
said this: 55:9). In other words, God's thoughts and ways are light-years away from
man: and the very wisest of men have little chance of plumbing the depths or scaling
the heights of God's thoughts or ways. And Paul could say, "O the depth of the riches
both of the wisdom and the knowledge of God. How unsearchable are His judgements,

and His ways past finding out. For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who
hath been His counsellor? or who hath first given to Him, and it shall be recompensed

unto Him again? For of Him, and through Him, and to Him are all things, to whom

be gloryfor ever." (Rom.11:34). Just because God said, at a certain point in history
to the Jews, "Let us reason together", it does not follow that we will find 'reasons'
for all that God has said and done. J.W.'s say that they can't believe things like the

deity of Christ because 'reason' rebels (human reason, that is) against its acceptance.
Anything "which flies in the face of reason" they can't accept: yet there are countless
things in the Bible for which God has never given a reason.
REASON VERSUS FAITH

Certainly, as human beings, we must use our powers of reasoning in the under
standingof God's word: indeed we use our reasoning faculties every day in all walks
of life. However, many things in the scriptures confound human reason, and we must
believe and accept them solely on the basis of faith. Most ordinary,people (not just
J.W.'s) say that the idea of life after death is not 'reasonable' to believe, and so they

reject the idea. Equally they say that 'it flies in the face of all reason' to suppose that
a dead man could come to life again and rise from his tomb; and so the N.T. teaching
on the resurrection is denied and rejected. When reason is impossible FAITH comes

into play. It flew in the face of reason that Abraham (at the age of 100 years and him
as good as dead) and Sarah (long past child-bearing age) could ever, as Gpd had
promised, have a child, much less a progeny as numberless as the sand of the sea. It
was so 'unreasonable' that it was a matter for mirth and levity: but, by faith Abraham

never doubted it. The concept of 'reason' is virtually irrevelant when we are dealing
with God, for God has given us no reasons for a host of things: like Satan; sin; blood
sacrifices; human emotion; sleep; pain; ageing; life; death etc. etc., many of which
appear unreasonable to us.
As Walter Martin remarks in his hookThe Kingdom Of The Cults, the term
"reason" (and all its derivatives) is used some 88 times in the Bible but only once in
reference to man; (i.e. in the portion already quoted Isa.l:18 "Come let us reason

together, saith the Lord.") and even that quotation can never lead us to suppose that
we shall always find a reason for God's words and ways. Many of God's ways are
clothed in mystery, so much so that even the hymnwriter discovered that God moves
in mysterious ways His wonders to perform. How unsearchable are His judgements,
and His ways past finding out. One of the greatest mysteries in the Bible is with
reference to the incarnation (taking of bodily form) of Jesus: and, in consequence,

His deity. Paul says, "And without controversy GREAT IS THE MYSTERY of godli
ness, God (He who; RV) was manifest in the fiesh . . ." (1 Tim.3:16). J.W.'s maysay
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that there are no mysteries in the Biblebut Paul and John mention several, including
this 'great' mystery regarding God being born of a woman, in the likeness of men.
The first part of the mystery is that "God" was manifest (seen visibly) in the flesh.
The RV and RSV state that the oldest MSS render for^"G<Ki" in this passage "He"

or "He who" but this does not materially alter the weight of the verse for, if Christ
had not been immeasurably superhumanthere waslittle point in the apostlementioning

that "He" (God) was "manifestin the flesh." Had a man been manifested in the flesh
Paul's statement would have been a nonsense. Had an angel been manifested in the
flesh it would have been of some interest but nothing new. But when Paul says that
God was manifested in the flesh, then that was, without controversy 'mind-blowing'

and certainlyworthyof being referred to as a 'great mystery'. E. M. Zerr sayson this
passage (referring to the word"God"), "We should bear in mind that the word 'God'
is a family name, and that each member of the Deity or Godhead is entitled to the
name. Hence the present passage means 'God, the Son' for it was He who was on
the earth in the flesh."

^

MYSTERIES OR SECRETS?

In order to destroy this great element of mysterysurrounding Christ's incarnation,
J.W.'s have chosen to try and deny that there are such things as mysteries in the Bible
and, as we saw in the quotation from their literature, reduce them all to 'sacred
secrets'. If this were true (that there were no mysteries in the Bible) then why should
the sacred writers refer to "mysteries" at all; and why do it 24 times? The Greek word
for 'mystery' is Musterion (a completely different word than that used for 'secret')
and means "that which is known to the initiated." Sometimes mysteries and secrets

may come into close proximity but they are really quite separate. Nicodemus was a
"secret" disciple but surely this was no 'mystery', whereas Paul said that Christ's
incarnation was "a great mystery". How Christianscould be members of Christ's body,
flesh and bone; or man and woman be one flesh; was baffling to Paul and he said this
was "A great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the Church". (Eph.5:32).
The Jews were completely baffled as to how David's 'Lord' could also be his 'son'
(and this mystery was only solved by Christ's teaching about His pre-existence: because
Christ was David's Lord and also David's Son. Matt.22:45). Yes, there were and are

many mysteries in God's word. If we don't find anything mysterious about God it
must mean that we know as much as He does.
CHRIST'S KENOSIS

The brother in India mentions two passages of scripture in particular, which J.W.'s
have presented to him as proof that Christ was not equal with God but inferior to
Him. The first is Mark 3:32 where Jesus said, concerning the end of the world, "But
of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither
the Son, but the Father." This, it is claimed, shows Christ's inferiority; being ignorant
of something known only to God. The other passage is in 1 Cor.l5:28, "For He (God)
hath put all things under His (Jesus) feet. But when He sayeth all things are put under
Him it is manifest that He (God) is excepted which did put all things under Him. And
when all things shall be subdued unto Him, then shall the Son also Himself be subject
unto Him that put all things under Him, that God may all in all." Again it is claimed
that this shows that Christ is subject to God and thus inferior.
These verses certainly indicate that Christ was subject to God the Father, and
there are many more such. Jesus said, "I do always My Father's will," and "My Father
is greater than I." God was the sender: Christ was the sent. In the matter of the
headcovering in worship Paul said that the head of every man is Christ, and the head
of woman is man, and "the head of Christ is God." Many other such passages to like

effect could be quoted. After stressing Paul's words that Christ's incarnation was a
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mystery, I am not likely to try to explain it, but would suggest that we closely examine
Phil. 2:5-11 where Paul describes Christ's kenosis, or demotion of Himself from God-

hood to manhood. He says, "Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus.
Who being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God. But made
Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant and was made in
the likeness of men. And being found in fashion as a man He humbled Himself and
became obedient unto death, even-the death of the cross." This passage clearly states
Christ's equality with God, but also His kenosis, or the divesting of Himself of power
and status; accepting subjugation to God the Father, as a puny man. Jesus did not
count it 'robbery' to claim equality with God, but evidently J.W.'s do. The word

"equal" (equal with God) is the Greek word Isos which Young defines as "equal to;
the same as", and which Vine defines as "the same in number, size and quality."
Thayer defines it as "Equal in quality as in quantity; to claim for oneself the nature,
rank and authority which belong to God." Paul's declaration here that Jesus prior to
His incarnation was co/equal with God is supported by the fact that in John 5:18 "the
Jews sought the more to kill Him" for breaking the sabbath and for "making Himself
equal with God." Although truly God, Jesus became truly man, and subjected Himself,

quite voluntarily, to all the weaknesses and frailties of humanity. This is difficult to
imagine; and how Jesus could be truly God and truly man, both at the same time, is
part of the mystery. A footnote in the RSV on Phil.2:5 says, "Kenosis' is the theological
name often used in connection with Christ's incarnation, and means He 'emptied
Himself, or 'stripped Himself, or 'divested Himself of His divine powers and preroga
tives as God the Son, when He assumed the limitations of becoming a true human
being. It was a voluntary, self-imposed limitation. Christ in human form was both
God and man — two very distinct natures united in one person. Yet scripture does
not make clear the full implication of the Kenosis. There are aspects of mystery
connected with it which the minds of finite men are not able to fathom." There

certainly were many contrasts, and apparent contradictions, in Christ's life which we,
with our limited understanding may fail to comprehend. Jesus could walk on water
yet get 'tired' on a journey; He could read men's thoughts yet often 'marvelled' at
man's disbelief; He could feed 5,000 yet had to send his disciples out to buy victuals:
He made the worlds yet had nowhere to lay his head; He could raise the dead yet
sweated (as great drops of blood) at the prospect of His own demise:and readers will
think of many other similar puzzling incongruities. Jesus had to be protected by flight
as a vulnerable babe, and had to grow and learn like the rest. "He increased in wisdom
and stature, and in favour with God and man." (Luke 2:50). Surely in the context of
Christ's humanity we can understand 1 Cor. 15:28; that Christ needed God to put all

things under His feet, and that God the Father is the exception when all things are
made subject to Christ. Surely we understand that in 'divesting Himself Christ limited
Himself in knowledge and power. Jesus predicted the fall of Jerusalem, and the end
of the world, and stated that, even as He spoke, the day and hour of the latter event
was within the ken of the Father only. In view of Phil. 2:25, Christ's drastic kenosis,
that should not surprise or perplex us a great deal. I'm sure Jesus has that information
now.

CONCLUSION

Space has more than gone but a few final remarks. Clearly, while Christ was in
the body, He was subservient to God, and even prayed to God the Father. Nevertheless,
as we have just seen from Phil. 2:6, Christ was co-equal with God, a fact that cannot
be gainsayed, even by J.W.'s. There are many confirmations of this. John (1:1) said,

"Inthe b^inning was the Word, and the Word was with God and was God." Again

this means co-equality with the Father. Paul said, 'in Him (Christ) dwelleth all the

fulness ofthe G<^head, bodily." (Col.2:9). Isaiah described the Messiah to come as,
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"Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of peace."

and these are, of course, powerful terms; especially "the Mighty God", and the "ever
lasting Father". Christ is also described as (Rev.1:8) "the Alpha and Omega, the
beginningand the ending, which is, and whichwas, and whichis to come, the Almighty."
What more can be said? We either accept these statements or reject them. If we can't
understand that Christ's temporary demotion, from true God to true man, has its

mysterious aspects, then not much can be done. The deep things of an infinite God
do not always conform to human (finite) reason or logic, and quite often genuine
Bible students are mystified. Indeed much in scripture "flies in the face of reason"
and that's why we walk by FAITH and not by sight, and "have great confidence
towards God."
EDITOR

GLEANINGS
"Let her glean even among the sheaves." Ruth 2:15
CALLED OUT

"Ye are an elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own
possession, that ye may show forth the excellencies of Him who called you out of darkness
into His marvellous light." 1 Peter 2:9 (RV).
I COULD NOT DO WITHOUT THEE

"I could not do without Thee,
O Saviour of the lost!

Whose precious blood redeemed me
At such tremendous cost.

Thy righteousness, Thy pardon.
Thy precious blood must be
My only hope and comfort.
My glory and my plea!"
WE QUOTE G. H. HOLMES
Growth In Grace

"But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ"
(2 Peter 3:18).
"Grace is the all-important and absorbing theme of the New Testament Scriptures.
As employed by the sacred writers the word is suggestive of God, and of things divine.
Truly there is music in the word grace, and the great and heavenly truths that revolve
around, and are associated with it, bring much happiness and blessedness into the life
of the Christian. The primary meaning of grace is favour; it is therefore expressiveof

goodwill, of kindly consideration and love, which is absolutely unmerited and unde
served. Jesus Christ, God's unspeakable gift to the world, is the full expression of His
favour to mankind. Jesus came full of grace and truth, and so the favour of God that
bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men. It is by this favour of God that we are
saved and constituted His,children. As Christians we are under the reign of grace or
favour.

Grace To Help In Time Of Need

Sometimes the word grace as used in the Scriptures signifies the divine help and
presence vouchsafed to the believer. In Heb. 4:16, the apostle exhorts to draw near
with boldness unto the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and find grace to
help us in time of need. Paul was comforted with these words, "My grace shall be
sufficient for thee." But here the apostle Peter's exhortation seems to suggest another
thought. "Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ."
Divine Gracefulness

It is said of Jesus that He advanced in wisdom and stature, and in favour with
God and man. His life was adorned and made beautiful with a divine gracefulness.
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His manner was elegant, dignified, refined, and graceful. His whole life was really an
exhibition of virtues and excellences, which go to make up true character. Now, the
thought conveyed by growing in grace is that we should grow up into Christ, and that
Christ should be formed in us. It is a growing into religion, and religion into us. It is
Spiritual culture and refinement, the inculcation of divine principles into the life,
which will render the character both noble and beautiful.

A Complete Consecration To Him

It is the progress of the soul. It is the placing of ourselves in the Gospel mould,
which yields nothing but Christians. No counterfeits, only that which is characterised
by genuineness and reality. To grow in the favour of God means the development of
a character that is noble, pure, and exalted, and a complete consecration to Him.
This high life is only attainable by a growth, and so we are exhorted to grow in
grace. The life of the Christian is clearly set forth in the Scriptures, as one of progres
sion. It is a life that should be a gradual unfolding and development into Christian
manhood. Onward and upward is the divinely appointed pathway of the Christian.
There is no such thing as remainingstationaryin the Spirituallife;it iseither progression
or retrogression, and as soon as we cease to go forward we at once begin to recede,
and consequently drift into indifference and degeneracy.
The Growth In The Divine Life

The growth in the divine life has no limitation; it is a life process, commencing
with the new birth, and should continue until the close of life's mission. This new life

is the work of grace begun in the soul, and its nature is well defined by the inspired
penmen. It should be a lifefull of goodness, an exemplification of virtues and graces,
the reflex of the great Light of Life. As Christ is the effulgence of God's glory, the
express image of His Person, so the disciples of Jesusought to be a re-production of
the Christ life. Christ was the incarnation of all goodness. From every point of view

we see in Him perfection. His was a life without blemish, pure and spotless — a life
which demonstrated all the principles of truth, and ethics which He taught.
The Standard and Ideal Of All Christians

This great and perfectlifeis the pattern for all succeeding ages, the standard and
ideal of all Christians. Has not Jesus proved it to be gloriouslypossible to live a good,

a holy, and an exalted life, under adverse conditions? He wentthrough life'swarfare,
waging many conflicts with the evil one, without a single defeat, and cameout of the
battle unscathed. This perfect example should give inspiration and encouragement to
all His followers; and surely with such a model before us we can follow in His steps,

catch up His Spirit, and grow into His likeness. Just as nature responds to the warm
and genial rays of the sun, and bedecks herself with exquisite beauty, so Christians
under the life-giving influences of the great Sun of Righteousness will blossom into
all the beauty of holiness.
The Development Of A Christ-Like Character

This is what really takes place when growth in grace is in progress. The Apostle
Paul (Ephes. 4:15) exhorts the brethren to grow up in all things into Him, which is
the head, even Christ. The growing into Christ is therefore the development of a
Christ-like character, the moulding of the life according to His teaching, allowing the
divine nature to become dominant in the life. Growth in the grace of the Lord Jesus

is really a state most blessed and desirable. But it must be remembered that Spiritual
life is not self-originated; the new life in the soul is begotten by the Holy Spirit,
through the Gospel.
Into A New Relationship To God

Hence the Apostle Peter (1 Peter 1:23) speaks of "being begotten again, not of
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, through the Word of God, which liveth and
abideth.'* The hearing and accepting of the Gospel brings the believer into a new
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relationship to God. All who are begotten by the Gospel and are born of water and
of the Spirit are introduced into the Kindom of Grace, and are described as babes in
Christ, and, placed under proper conditions, are capableof developing into manhood
in Christian life."

Bible Advocate, June 5th, 1903.

Selected by Leonard Morgan.

THE RICH — (James 5:1-6)
In James 5:1, the writer says, **Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your

miseries that shall come upon you.** If those addressed had learned their lesson of old
time, these verses would never have been penned. James appears to be talking about

rich, unbelieving Jews. Their fathers before them were guilty of some of the same
sins. ''Hear this, O ye that swallowup the needy, even to make the poor of the land to
fail. Saying, when willthe new moon be gone, that we may sell com? and the sabbath,
that we may set forth wheat, making the ephah small, and the shekelgreat,and falsifying
the balances by deceit? That we may buy the poor for silver, and the needy for a pair
of shoes; yea, and sell the refuse of the wheat**? (Amos8:4,5,6). Look at the problems
that existed then and you can see the same in the day of James. They took advantage
of the needy and made the land of the poor not to produce as it normally would.
They were interested in cheating with the weights of all that they sold. They made
the ephah small, the money great, and the weighing devices wrong. When the land
of the poor would not produce as it should, the rich could go in and buy them and
their land for a pittance. They would have the needy ready to be bought for the price
of a pair of shoes and would sell chaff for wheat.
The problem was greater, if possible, when Micah wrote. He told of judges or
'The heads thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof teach for hire, and the

prophets thereof divine for money . . .** (Micah 3:11). All of these things were done
for the love of money and the things that it could buy. Malachi, the last Old Testament
Minor Prophet wrote, "Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say,
wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse; for
ye have robbed me, even this whole nation** (Malachi 3:8,9).
Jesus taught much regarding this same problem. One occasion was the Sermon
on the Mount. He said, "Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth
and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where
thieves do not break through nor steal** (Matt. 6:19,20). The rich farmer had the same

problem that is spoken of in our text. His ground produced an abundance, and he
thought that the thing to do was to tear down his old bams and build newer ones so
he could store up all that he had produced. He would then say to his soul that it had

plenty and had enough laid up for several years to come (cf. Luke 12:16-20). The
Lord had other plans for him and said, "So is he that layeth up treasure for himself,
and is not rich toward God**(Luke 12:21). This farmer's soul was required of him that
night.
Judas also put material things before godliness. He sold the Lord for thirty pieces
of silver. Ananias and Sapphira had this same disposition toward wealth. They lied
about their possessions and died the same day. With these illustrations in mind, we
are ready to go back to our text to understand it better.
The prophets and Christ had taught great lessons on the evils of the love of
money. But, the people of our text had not learned those lessons. So the very thing
that they had striven for, riches, were now corrupted and, one of the signs of wealth,
their costly garments, was now motheaten. Isn't this exactly the teaching of both the
Old and New Testaments? Look back at the statements of Christ in Matthew 6 and
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hear him say again, .. where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt..(v. 19). Look
at what the moths had done in James 5 verse 2. Don't stop there but rather go on to
James 5 verse 3, and you will see that their money, gold and silver, was "cankered,"
and was also rusty. The rich farmer of Luke 12 had to give an account that night, and
in James 3, the people are told that they had, "heaped treasure together for the last
days."
THERE IS A JUDGMENT

What awaited them also awaits us . . . namely, the judgment. Finally, there is
the payday for all such actions taken by them and us. Can't you see now the scales
that weighed the ephah and made it short; the scales that caused the shekel to be
greater; the deceit of the balances that were used; the poor that were lined up who
had been bought for silver; the needy who had been bought for a pair of shoes; and
the judges, priests, and prophets who had great desire for reward? See the picture?
Beside them are those of James' day. Rust was a witness against them. The field
workers who were underpaid, or not paid at all, cried out against them as witnesses.
They are reminded of all the pleasure that they had lived in on this earth. Their hearts
had been nourished as if there had been a great slaughter. They had killed the just,
but there was the payday for the rich. They would now receive their just reward.
Money did not make them wrong, but the improper use of wealth did corrupt them.
Attitude regarding possessions is very important in this lesson. We must be rich toward
God and our fellowman who is needy, poor, and distressed. Surely none of us would
want this list of witnesses lined up against us.
H. D. Davidson.

Conducted by

'Tion box

.4lf Marsden

"I don't understand what Paul means in 2 Cor. 5:21. What does it mean 'to be made
sin'?"

This is another question which was put to me after a recent study session. Whenever
I teach, I always encourage those who listen to look beyond the text to what is portrayed
by the text; by doing this I have to suffer from sclf-inflicted wounds whenever passages
of ^cripture become difficult. This is one of those difficult passages which I personally
have wrestled with over the years. I am not sure that I fully understand it yet, but I
can at least say where my thoughts have led me.
Whenever we comment on any part of the Scriptures, whatever we say must not
be in conflict with what I term 'the unity of revelation' of the Scriptures as a whole.
Therefore, as we study this question, we should keep in mind certain biblical state
ments. The first one concerns Jesus during one of His many discourses with the Jews.
The Jews took up stones to stone Him because He said, "I and my Father are One"
(John 10:30). This statement I take to be crucial to our understanding of His true
nature. Another is found in 1 John 5:7, "For there are three that bear record in
Heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit: and these three are one". This

statement, I believe, is crucial to our understanding of the Godhead. So according to
these statements we can say that God and Jesus were and are One; and that God,
Jesus, and the Holy Spirit are One in heaven. From this I reason that no matter where
and in what form these three Deities subsist in time, space, and location, then the
essential Oneness cannot be destroyed, nor can any word or act attributed to any one
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of them be disagreeable to the united revelation and witness which they would seek
to portray. I think we can now proceed.
The Problem of Sin

If we advance the argument that 'God is Good', then we are saying that He is
all Goodness and that no part of His nature can be evil: that being so, we can also
advance the further argument ( with absolute justification) that God did not create
evil, nor can He condone it. If a Divine Creator issues Divine laws, and those laws

are transgressed by some of His Creation, then such conscious transgression is desig
nated as sin against those who perpetrate it; the overt acts of transgression are acts
of rebellion against just laws given by a just God: in effect and in fact they constitute
rebellion against the Creator Himself. The clay does not have power over the potter,
nor do the created have power over the Creator. A just God can do no other than
punish the transgressor: He cannot allow the transgression to 'slip by', otherwise it
would have been pointless to have issued the instructions in the first place, and future
generations could have had no confldence in a God who changes His mind and neglects
the administration of justice.
Referring the above to the situation in the Garden of Eden, we can understand
that Adam and Eve, the progenitors of the human race, had to be punished for their
transgression against God's instructions. The penalty for their sin affected the whole
of the human race, for as Paul argues, "Therefore as by the offence of one, judgment
came upon all men to condemnation" (Rom.5:18a). Sin and its terminal consequence,
death, passed to all men, and it has been borne throughout future generations, even
to the present day. A loving and merciful God, however, provided a way of atonement
for His people in O.T. times, and that way we must now consider.
Ritualistic Sacrifice

In the first few chapters of the Book of Leviticus we read of God's instructions
to the nation of Israel concerning the offerings they should bring for the alleviation
of sin. Apart from the cereal offering, all the other offerings involve flesh and blood
sacrifice of animals. The worshipper brought his animal before the altar, placed his
hand(s) on its head, and then killed it. The priest then took the blood, sprinkled it
around the altar, and then arranged for the disposal of the residue of flesh. The laying
on of the hand symbolised the identification of the offeror with the victim; the sinful
offerer with the innocent victim. The shedding and sprinkling of the blood symbolised
the 'covering' of the offerer's sin; the innocent victim (the animal) stood 'in the place
of the iniquitous offerer. A life was given and a life was spared. Blood, however,
had to be shed and sprinkled, for, as the Hebrew Writer says, "Almost all things are
by the law purged with blood: and without shedding of blood is no remission" (Heb.9:22;
but read the whole of chapters 9 and 10).
We must understand, though, that under the O.T. system sins could not be taken
away; an animal sacrifice would not suffice for human beings, for as the Writer says,
"For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats should take away sins" (10-4).
So another way had to be found, but this way would involve and require the shedding
of human blood from a physical,body of flesh in order to remove the sin of humankind.
This is where Jesus, the Christ of God, comes into the picture.
The Cross Of Christ

It is here that the poetry of some of our much-loved hymns tends to obscure the
reality of the sacrifice. We sometimes sing a hymn which says that Jesus 'interposed
His precious blood', and another which says, "So out of pity Jesus said, He'd bear
the punishment instead." I believe it is not helpful for us to consider Jesus as intervening

between God and man, and seeming to induce God into giving a salvation which He
was unwilling to give; nor is it helpful for us to consider God as singling out Jesus for
a punishment which He (Jesus) was unwilling to offer. No, I believe it is most helpful

170

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

for us to see God and His Christ in complete unison concerning our salvation. When
we read that *God gave His Son,* we also read that that the Son ^offered Himself: if
the cup of bitterness was given by God for Jesus to drink of, then in the Garden of
Gethsemane Jesus accepted it willingly. And isn't this consistent with what Jesus said

to the Jews, *1 and my Father are One"? If there was, and is, no unity of purpose
between God and His Christ, then surely there can be no unity in the Godhead, and
if that is so, then Christians at best have been the victims of a grim joke, or at worst
the victims of inexplicable caprice on the part of God. But even a cursory examination
of the Scriptures will convince us that God and Christ acted in complete harmony in
procuring our salvation and future spiritual well-being. The Scriptures teach us that
Christ **was slain firom the foundation of the world"; are we now to conclude that our

salvation depends on the whim of a capricious God and an indeterminate Christ? In
no way!
The Sin-Bearer

A few lines in another of our hymns read like this, "And was there then no other
way for God to take? I cannot say." Could God have reconciled us without the sacrifice
of Christ in the flesh? A belief in the omnipotent power of God must make us answer
in the affirmative. But, you see, the substance of the New Covenant in Christ had to
be consistent with the shadows as depicted in the Old Covenant; a detailed consider
ation of the 53rd chapter of Isaiah will bear this out. So Jesus had to *bear in His own
body our sins on the tree' (1 Pet.2:24).
In 2 Cor.5:19 Paul says that, "God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them." A dictionary definition of the word

'imputation' mightgive us a wrongidea for it is said, 'to ascribe another's righteousness
or guilt to a person'. Imputation does not mean that you can transfer sin to another
person, i.e., Christ, so as to make that person sinful; in the same way you cannot
transfer the righteousness to another, i.e., God's righteousness, so that a person can
become as righteous as God is. If God was in Christ, as Their Oneness demands that
we think of them, then we can no more ascribe sin to Christ than we can to God. If
Christ bore our sins on the tree, and Christ and God are One, then there is a sense
in which God Himself bore our sins also. What Jesus did was to accept the liability

for the sin of mankind, and consequent upon that, to also accept the penalty for sin.
He became the scapegoat of O.T. depiction. You remember that two animals were
involved; one which was sacrificed so that the blood could be shed, and the other

which took away the burden of sin to a far off place. Christ accomplished both these
functions in a perfect sacrifice of Himself. Never let it be said, or thought, that He
who was without sin, was made sin. The righteousness which Christ won for us was

a right standing before God, not a transfer of His own righteousness to us. His blood
availed for us; He stood instead of us, not because He was made like us in sin. I trust

these few thoughts will have a little merit in helping us to understand the mystery of
salvation a little better. For the sake of Him who died for us.

(All questions, please, to Alf Marsden, 20 Costessy Way,
Winstanley, Wigan, WN3 6ES.)

THE DENOMINATIONS
7.—THE BAPTIST CHURCHES

The beginnings of the Baptist Churches go back to 1525, when Hubmaier and
Denck started the Anabaptist cause in Germany. They rejected infant, baptism, and
set up free self-governing congregations having the Bible as their law. They were
ascetic in tendency rather than puritan, and eventually developed an apocalyptic
outlook which was politically left-wing. They advocated community of goods and
finally community of wives. This led to the fierce persecution and massacre (between
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1533-35) in the province of Munster. The best that was in the Anabaptist movement
passed into the Mennonite Churches of Holland. Mennonites exist to this day, espe
ciallyin U.S.A. and Canada. They reject infant Baptismand are strict pacifists. English
reformers who fled the country during the reign of Mary came in contact with Anabap
tists and learnt something of their objection to infant Baptism.
Spreading Throughout The World

But the real beginnings of the English movement must be traced to John Smyth,
a Cambridge man and a Minister of the Church of England, who in 1606joined himself
to the Separatist Church at Gainsborough along with Thomas Helwys. This Church
emigrated to Amsterdam, and it was there in 1609 that Smythcame to the conclusion
that infant Baptism was no Baptism at all. He baptized himself and then baptized his
friend Helwys and others. In 1612Helwys brought this Church to London and estab

lished the first Baptist Church on En^ish soil in Spitalfields. Helwys soon found

himself in Newgate prison for circulating a book called The Mistery of Iniquity, which
is one of the earliest tracts advocating religious toleration, a principle to which Baptists

have been faithful throughout their history. Perhaps no community has so emphasised
the principle of religious and political liberty. So began the struggle which was to
spread the Baptist cause throughout the world. It was in 1630 that Roger Williams
left England for America, where in Rhode Island he set up the first modern State in
which the principle of complete tolerance in religious matters prevailed. In 1639 he
established the first Baptist Church on American soil. In the eighteenth century an
indigenous Baptist movement arose in Scotland out of the Glasite Churches, led by
Archibald MacLean, giving rise to the Scotch Baptist Churches, a community which
exists now only in a few Churches in Lancashireand North Wales. IndigenousBaptist
Churches have also arisen in Russia, Sweden, Poland, Latvia and other European
countries. Most of these Churches are now joined together loosely in the Baptist
World Alliance, which has no legislative functions and meets every five years.
Differences of Emphasis
It must not be supposed that all Baptist Churches were alike in every detail of

practice or belief. The principle of congregational independency, held more strongly
in some areas than in Congregational Chdrches, allowed for much diversity. They
were alike in rejecting infant baptism, but,at first affusion was still the mode of Baptism.
It was only gradually that all Baptist Churches came to practice immersion in the
seventeenth century. From the first almost, they were divided theologically between
Calvinism and Arminianism, and thus came to be known as either 'particular' or

'general' Baptist Churches. At the present time in this country there are small groups
of Baptist Churches which are not in the Baptist Union, such as the Strict Baptists or
Particular Baptists, the Scotch Baptists, and the International Old Baptist Union. The
latter body practise 'the laying on of hands' after Baptism. In America during the
Civil War, the Baptist Churches were divided between North and South, and sUll are.
Formerly in America all Baptist Churches were close communion and close member
ship. Those of the South still are. Amongst Northern Baptists there are many open
communion Churches and some open membership. In this country, within the Baptist
Union, there are both close membership Churches and close communion Churches.
The whole of the Welsh Baptist Churches are both close membership and close com
munion, as are many of the Baptist Churches in Scotland.
Organisation and Practice
Perhaps no Churches so stress the priesthood of believers as Baptist Churches,
and consequently there is no religious act which a layman may perform as well as a
Minister if called on by the church to do so. The principle of Congregational indepen
dency is also strongly held. Churches in this country are federated in the Baptist
Union, which has no legislative functions over the individual Churches. More recently
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Superintendents have been appointed over areas, but neither have these any power
to intervene in local Church matters. Their functions are purely advisory. In Great
Britain churches in the Baptist Union reported (1962) a membership of 313,885. The
membership of the World Baptist Alliance at the same date was 24,309,538.
In the seventh century most Baptist Churches appear to have celebrated the
Lord's Supper every Lord's Day. Most Baptist Churchesin this country cclebrateonce
a month, though there are many which celebrate every Sunday either after the morning
or evening service. All are strongly evangelical, and perhaps for that reason have not
developed the strong interest in the doctrine of Baptism which characterises Churches
of Christ, fearing to make Baptism an effectualsacrament; but amongst Baptist scholars
and Ministers there is a growingjnterest in these matters. It would indeed be difficult
to distinguish the doctrine of Baptism as advocated by such scholars as the late Dr.
Wheeler Robinson and Dr. Underwood from that taught by Churches of Christ.
Likewise there is a growing feeling towards making the Lord's Supper the centre of
Christian worship.
W. Robinson.
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It 'S interesting that Joseph and the
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"He was a

oftheevent(ll:l)andMatthewreferred
directly to it (2:15). Later the family re
turned to "the holy land" and settled in

Nazareth, which was also the subject of
prophecy (Jeremiah 23:5; 33:15;
Zechariah 3:8; 6:12). Remember, the
word"Nazarene" comes from the Hebrew netser and means "Branch".
JOHN THE BAPTIST

-John the Baptist is one of the great
characters of the gospel records. The

man of infinite audacity and
and resource. .

apostle John wrote of him: "There was

. His aim was to combine Judaism and

^

Hellenism and to have
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behind him
him aa
strong arm
arm of
of Rome. . . He
He attempted
to ride two horses and failed with both.
both.
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of that Light" (John 1:6-8). Alexander
Campbell once said of Him: "Now the
Pharisees placed the highest degree of
sanctity, just in such a demeanour, dress
and manner of life, as John the Baptist

The devil did everything to prevent
the Messiah entering the world, but
when He came he tried to tempt Him
and destroy Him. Satan's bait in the

assumed. Thus he dressed himself to the

temptation of Jesus was the same as that

taste of those who could give the most
influence to his message. Hence we find
that so soon as his preaching, dress, food

used against Eve — appeals to the lust
of the flesh, the lust of the eye and the
pride of life (1 John 2:16). Jesus over
came him by reference to Scripture.

and manner of life, were known, the

Jews in Jerusalem deputed very honour
able characters, both Priests and Le-

vites. to wait upon him to hear his tes
timony and to report it in the metropolis.
Thus the testimony of John in favour of
the Messiah was favourably announced
through Judea and to the nation. In all
respects the testimony of the harbinger
wonderfully accords with that of the tes
timony of the twelve original heralds,
both in its general character and accom
paniments."
John's message was clear. He taught
his hearers to share their food and

clothes with those in greater need than
themselves; he forbade tax-collectors to
exact the little extra for themselves; he
told soldiers to be content with their ra

tions and pay and not to extort money
from civilians by violence or by threats
of denunciation. F. F. Bruce has com

mented: "Those who confessed their sins

and received John's baptism in token of
their repentance were required to 'bear
fruits that befit repentance' (Luke 3:8),
to live lives which accorded with the 'way
of righteousness' inculcated by John

(Matt.21:32). . . This way of righteous
ness did not differ essentially from that
on which the earlier prophets insisted —
to do justice, to love kindness and to
walk humbly with God."
The climax of John's ministry was his
baptism of Jesus (Matt. 3:13-17). The
event marked the beginning of Jesus'
public ministry. Jesus undoubtedly rec
ognised John as a prophet and acknow
ledged his baptismal ministry as the
work of God.

THE TEMPTATION OF CHRIST

Three times He said: "It is written"

(4:6,7,10), which shows how important
it is to have knowledge of the word of
"God. This is why some saints are a
pushover for the evil one because they
are simply ignorant of what is written.
The Hebrew writer said of Jesus:

"For we have not a high priest which
cannot be touched with the feeling ofour
infirmities; but vvos in all points tempted
like as we are, yet without sin" (4:15).
Robert Milligan wrote: "He feels for us;
because, in the days of His flesh. He
was constantly tempted as we are. While
treating of this subject, we should never
forget that Christ was a man like ourse
lves. He had every faculty, every power
and susceptibility that we have."
THE BEATITUDES

The so-called Sermon on the Mount

by Jesus has been described as the es
sence of His teaching. The Beatitudes
have been described as the essence of

the Sermon. So we can say that in the
Beatitudes we have the essence of the

essence of the Christian way of life.
The word "blessed" is from the
Greek word makarios and is best trans
lated "O the bliss!" The characteristic
of the word is that it describes a bliss

which belongs only to God. As William
Barclay has written: "If this Christian
bliss is the bliss of the blessedness of

God, we will not be surprised to find
that it completely reverses the world's

standards. 6 the bliss ofthe poor! Othe
bliss of the sorrowful! O the bliss of the

hungry and thirsty! O the bliss of the
persecuted! These are startling con
tradictions of the world's standards;

these are sayings which no ntan could
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hear for the first time without a shock
of amazement."

The word that is used for "poor"

(5:3) in the Greek is ptochos, which de
scribes a man who is completely desti
tute. In such a state ("poor in spirit")
he can be moved to put his whole trust

has a lot to do with harmony or right

relationships in every sphere of life.
Jesus also spoke of "those who are
persecuted for righteousness sake"
(5:10). As He suffered at the hands of
enemies, so his disciples would suffer.
Ian S. Davidson,
Motherwell.

in God.

"Mourn" (5:4) is from the Greek
verb klaiein and is one of the strongest

words for mourning in the Greek lan

guage. It describes the sorrow which is
sues in tears. In other words, it speaks
of a sorrow which is poignant, piercing
and intense. A man who feels that way
about his sinfulness will be ready to
come to God for comfort.

The Greek word for "meek" (5:5) is

Newtongrange: Our Annual Social was
held in the Meeting Place on Saturday,
10th October, 1992. Bro. James Sinclair
opened the meeting in prayer and
thanksgiving.
The

chairman

was

Bro.

Robert

praus. It is a word that speaks of strength

Hunter and the speakers were Bro. John

under control and was used, for exam

Kneller, Tranent, and Harry McGinn
from New Cumnock. They both gave

ple, to describe a horse subject to the
bit. One writer has commented: "In its
Godward look it describes the man who

gives to God perfect trust and perfect
obedience." Meekness should never be

equated with weakness.
Those "who hunger and thirst after
righteousness" (5:6) are those who
hunger and thirst for all of righteousness
because that is what is meant in the orig
inal Greek. "Righteousness" is dikaiosune and speaks of a right relation
ship with God.
"Mercy" (5:7) is the word eleos and
is the opposite of seJf-centredness. W.
E. Vine defines it as "the outward man

ifestation of pity. It assumes need on the
part of him who receives it and resources
adequate to meet the need on the part
of him shows it."

"Pure in heart" (5:8) is a beautiful
phrase. The word "pure" is katrharos
and speaks of something which is abso
lutely pure. As one writer put it: "The
beatitude describes the bliss of the heart

whose thoughts, motives, desires are
completely unmixed, genuine and sin
cere."

"Peacemakers" (5:9) are those who
are breakers-down of barriers. (Note
Jesus did not speak of peace-lovers, but

peace-makers.) "Peace" is eirene and

excellent

addresses

which

left

the

gathering with much food for thought.
During the Social solos were sung by
sister May Wilson, Slamannan, and Bro.
Harry McGinn: and enjoyed by
everyone. Bro. David Chalmers, New
Cumnock closed the meeting with
prayer and benediction.
The church at Newtongrange was
most appreciative of all the churches
who notified them of the numbers likely
to be attending so that catering arrange
ments were greatly simplified. A grand
time of fellowship was enjoyed by all.
Joe Currie, Sec./Treas.
Kentish Town, London: The church here

is very pleased to report the baptism of
Ray Doyle on September 20th. Ray has
been studying the scriptures and attend
ing our meetings for the past few
months. We pray that we will all be bles
sed by his decision in our desire to follow
our Lord more perfectly, and that Ray
will become a great asset to our Lord in
His church.

Mrs. Dorothy Proud, Sec.
Hindley: We are delighted to report the
immersion into Christ of Sister Joan

Thompson,

and

Sister

Betty
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Wolstenholm,on 13th September, 1992.
Our two Sisters have been under the
conviction of sin for some time, and we

EVANGELIST TRUST FUND

(Former Committee)
This notice is to inform brethren that

the Trust Fund has now been wound up,

rejoice with them in their newness of
life. We pray that God will bless them

and no further contributions can be re

both.

ceived.

John Morgan.

We wish to thank all brethren who

have, in the past, supported this branch
of the Lord's work.

Hindley: It is with sorrow that we record
the passing of our dear Bro. James
Matthew, and his dear wife, Sister Alice
on 5th and 3rd September, respectively.
James had, for a great number of years,
suffered from a lung complaint which
kept him housebound; although during
the summer months, whenever possible,

he came to the gospel meetings. If not
with us in the flesh he was with us in the

spirit. On the eve of his death he told
the writer that two people had laid down
their lives for him; the Lord Jesus and
his own wife.

Sister Alice devoted her life to the

care of her husband, daughter Dorothy

and two adopted sons. She was a giver
of her time; visiting, years ago, hospitals
and the workhouse taking food and

spiritual help to the inmates. She spent
her life witnessing for her Lord.
They were both lovers of God's
Word and Missionary work, particularly
the project in Ghana, giving freely to it,
often anonymously. They were also
great intercessors in prayers: indeed
they were beautiful Christians and
brightened our lives. The wonderful as
surance we have is that they are now

clothed in the righteousness of Christ
and one day we will meet them again.
Hindley: On the 23rd September, 1992,
the writer was asked to take the funeral

service of Mr. Richard James, aged 87

years,whoattended our gospel meetings
and enjoyed singing with us. We express
our love to his widow, Jane and family
and would point the familyto the Father
of all mercies, and the God of all com
fort.

John Morgan.

On behalf of the Trust Fund,
Len Daniell, Tom Woodhouse.
GHANA APPEAL

In the past month we have sent
£2,000 to Ghana from the Appeal funds,
£1,000 to Angu to complete their meet
ing place, £800 to Odumasi for their
meeting place, £100 for Bibles £100 for
a megaphone to preach the Word.
The Brethren continue to send their

grateful thanks for the money received
to date. There are so many projects that
we could easily become involved in, but
I think we should continue to complete
the existing Meeting places before we
consider any new work. I would there
fore ask anyone or church, to continue
helping in the completion of buildings

partly built. Donations should be made
out to: Graeme Pearson (Ghana Ap
peal) and sent to 13 Fairways, Dunfermline, Fife. KY12 ODU.

Thank you, 1MB for your cheque
dated 29th September, 1992, it was allo
cated receipt No. 378 and was sent to
Angu as part of the money sent on 8th
October for their roof.

"ALMOST, OR ALTOGETHER"

As the peerless apostle Paul pled his
cause before Herod Agrippa II in Acts
26, he took advantage of the occasion

to preach Christ unto the ones at that
gathering. Festus doggedly dodged the
emphasis of Paul's sermon by accusing
him of insanity. The immoral Bernice
complacently and indifferently sat
through the tiring speech. Agrippa,
however, seemed to be of a different
disposition; he was gracious and courte
ous to this man of God and listened with

interest to his lesson. Yet, at the conclu
sion of the sermon he could only muster

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

176

these words; "Almost thou persuadest
me to be a Christian." To that Paul re

torted: "I would to God that not only
thou, but also all that hear me this day,
were both almost, and altogether such

as I am, except these bonds."
Modern Applications
Many are like Festus in trying to dis
credit either the gospel or the man who
preaches it. SuCh a rationalization, of
course, does not change the Truth. To
shout such prejudicial statements as —
"You're narrow-minded" or "You need

to have more love" or "That's just what

But today many are still trying to
soothe their conscience by almost being
Christians. Untold thousands are lost

because they keep waiting and being al
most persuaded. This devilish deception
is not uncommon in our day and time.
How many hundreds or thousands have
heard the Gospel preached with a reali
zation of their needs, but have not

obeyed? How many "Agrippa's" do we
have who are almost persuaded? Friend;
do not let the angel of death arrive and
find you almost a Christian. Be a child
of God today!
From The Truth.

your little group teaches" does not alter
what God has said about any matter.

GOING HOME

"You're narrow-minded" or "You need

to have more love" or "That's just what

your little group teaches" does not alter
what God has said about any matter.

Folks in the religious world need to
realize that when God has spoken, it
does Uttle good to discredit the mes
senger of His Word, for It shall abide

One day, I'm going to leave this place.
And go across the sea,
Where Jesus, with His smiling face,
Is waiting now, for me.

for ever.

He'll take my hand, and walk with me
Across the shining sand.
And gently lead me, all the way
Into His golden land.

Others imitate the unconcern of Bernice. This attitude is a foolish one in

My loved ones, there, I'll meet once

view of eternity and the judgment to
come. "It is appointed unto man once
to die, but after this the judgment." This
writer has actually heard people say: "I
don't need all that religious stuff." How

pathetic it is to realizethat manywill be
lost because they have failed to manifest
a concern for things of a spiritual nature.

And hand in hand we'll stroll
For ever, on that lovely shore,
OUR songs of praise will roll.

[more

Sadness and pain, no more I'll know.
My heart will be at peace,
And with a wondrous joy will glow —
When my spirit finds release!
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TRYING TO PLEASE
Events in the House of Commons this week have again demonstrated, if we did

not already know it, that most politicians are like chameleons and change political
colour to suit their surroundings, at any given time. Because the Maastricht issue
seemed a good opportunity to bring the present government down, or at least gravely
injure it, we had the bizarre spectacle of many M.P.'s in the Commons voting com
pletely contrary to their previously stated 'principles'. Those in favour of Maastricht
voted against it: and many who hate it voted for it: all in the name of political
expediency. The 'principles' of most M.P.'s appear to be extremely elastic and most
accommodating. Politicians realise, of course, that they must weigh each word and
vote most carefully, for what will please some of their constituents will just as surely
displease others. Perhaps it is unfair to single out politicians for such notice, for, after
all, we are all inclined to be circumspect in what we say and do, and to further our
own self-interest. Before moving on to discuss what we are all prepared to say, and
do, to be well-pleasing to our friends and neighbours, it is difficult to resist a comment
on the other great and controversial vote of this week; i.e. the vote of the General
Synod of the Church of England on the acceptance, or otherwise, of women into their
priesthood. Dr. Josef Goebbels, the cunning propagandist employed by Hitler during
the second world war, used to say that if the lie is big enough, and told often enough,
eventually the gullible public will accept it. At one time women priests in the Church
of England would have been unthinkable but over the years the matter has been
widely publicised and every time a vote is taken on it the gap narrows. The C. of E.
do not have the 'whips' the House of Commons can bring to bear, but apparently
have their own methods of narrowing the vote (any priest not in favour of women
priests would be unlikely ever to be a Bishop); and there is much 'lobbying' in the
vestries, with 'strong personalities' winning others over to their side. It is thought that
the C. of E. is now 'ready' for women priests.
It is well known that this issue will split the C. of E. asunder (vast though it is)
and indeed has already done so, but this grave consequence has not deterred those
who are highly intent on having women priests: and their view is that if splitting the
church is the price to be paid for 'progress', then it must be paid. These dreadful
sentiments seem to have a familiar ring to them. I have never been able to understand

how something scripturally untenable or, (in the case of the C. of E.) 'theologically'
untenable can, after the passage of a few years with a bit of 'lobbying' here and there,

become scripturally acceptable. Churches of Christ are no exception to this phenome
non, and only a hundred years ago, or so, in the USA, many things (like the instrument,
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the clergysystem, individualcontainers, theologicalseminaries, sisters in worshipwith
headsuncovered, etc.) weregenerally regardedascompletely untenableon a scriptural
basis, but a few years later were in popular use. Only fifty years ago in Britain, if
anyone had suggested putting individual containers on the Lord's Table, or sisters in
worship without some form of head-covering, there would have been gasps of disbelief
and outrage, even from some of those who now happily use and advocate these things.
Both in the USA and Britain the price (in terms of division) has been paid and the
innovators have got their way. Fifty years ago the Church of Christ was not 'ready'
for these things: now it apparently is. These remarks, though true, will not go down
very well with some: but surely we are quite 'Pharisaical' when we berate the 'denomi
nations' but are not prepared to notice that 'Churches of Christ' can do the same
things when they want to; and if led by the appropriate people. Those pushing
change in the C. of E. will eventually get their way, if not this time, then the next;
and division will be a seemingly easy price to pay. Dr. Goebbels wasn't far wrong in
his assessment of the weakness, gullibility, and even the whimsicality of the human
species. (In order to avoid unnecesssary correspondence please let me say that I am
not in favour of male 'priests', let alone female). However, back to the subject.
Efforts to Please

Most things we say, or do, in this life please some, but displease others. This
is true for all of us, not just politicians. Indeed a great deal of our time is spent trying
to please. Shopkeepers and businessmen are in constant competition trying to please
customers and at one time 'The customer was always right.' As employees, we try
and please our employers, as husbands we try and please our wives and as parents
we try and please our children. There are some who are difficult to please and there
are some we have given up trying to please and don't care whether we please them
or not. How good are we at trying to please the Lord? The Apostle Paul expresses a
truism (in 1st Cor. 7:32-33) when he says, "He that is unmarried careth for the things
that belong to the 'Lord, how he may please the Lord. But he that is married careth

for the things that are of the world, how he may please his wife." Nothwithstanding
that a lot of wives would care to challenge the latter part of the quotation, the statement
is generally true. The bachelor evangelist can go anywhere at a moment's notice to
preach the word and is completely unfettered by the responsilities of parenthood and
so has a distinct advantage in the Lord's work over the married disciple. However I
only men:ion the quotation of Paul, at this time, to illustrate that, as far as Paul is
concerned, the main object and consideration in life should be Ho care for the things
of the Lord' and how 'we may please the Lord.'
Sometimes, to please God we must say something which will displease people,
even our friends and thus sometimes we remain silent. In Matt. 21:27 we read that

the Chief Priests and Elders refused to answer a question from Jesus because they
feared the people. The apostles and early disciples had no such reservations and
received many floggings and spent many days in jails bccause what they said displeased
their religious fellow-men. The early evangelists were not usually thinking of what
their next hotel would be like; more often wondering how bad the next prison would
be. Paul's attitude is summed up in Gal. 1:10 when he asks, "For do I now persuade
men, or God? or do I seek to please men, for if I pleased men I should not be the
servant of Christ. But I certify you brethren that the gospel which was preached of me
is not after man. For neither received I it of man, neither was I taught it but by the
revelation of Jesus Christ." Paul could have pleased a lot of men by altering, adapting
and tailoring the message, but this was certainly far from his intention. On the other
hand, Paul did not consciously set out to be offensive to his fellow-man but tried, as

far as possible, to live peaceably with all men.
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Pleasing for Profit

There are some who make studied efforts to please, entirely for their own profit

and self-interest. Again this is not confined to politicians or shop-keepers, but affects
all of us and is often referred to as 'being diplomatic'.

There were, of course, even in N.T. times those who sought to please men for

their own profit. Herod, for instance vexed the Church because he discovered that
this pleased the Jews. In Acts 12:1 we read, "Now about that time Herod the king
stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the Church, and killed James the brother

of John with the sword. And, because he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded

further to take Peter also." Similarly, we read that Paul was left bound because Felix
saw that it would please the Jews (Acts 24:27). In turn, in Acts 25:9 we are informed,
"But Festus willing to do the Jews a pleasure answered Paul and said, Wilt thou go to
Jerusalem and there be judged of these things beforeme." It is also significant to read
in John 12 that, "Among the Chief Rulers also many believed on him: but because of
the Pharisees they did not confess Him lest they be put out of the synagogue. For they
loved the praise of men more than the praise of God." Oftentimes since, there must
have been multitudes who likewise have smothered their belief in Christ in case they

displeased their friends and wereput out of, not the synagogue, but the clubor clique,
or gang, or circle.

Paul knew of the profit motive in pleasing others, and exhorted the Corinthians,
"Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the Church of God:

Even as I pleaseall men in all things, NOT SEEKING MINE OWN PROFIT, but the
profit of many, that they may be saved." (1 Cor. 10:32). It may seem a contradiction
that Paul says here that he tried to 'please all men' whereas in Gal. 1:10 (previously

quoted) he says that if he tried to please men he would not be the servant of Christ,
but, of course, we understand him to mean that although he would not alter his
doctrine or preaching to please men, he would try to please men in every other
legitimate way, giving no unnecessary offence, always with an eye to "the profit of
many: that they might be saved."

Last Sunday, from the congregational Scripture Reading Card, we read from
Rom. 15, the first three verses of which say, "We then that are strong, ought to bear
the infirmities of the weak, AND NOT TO PLEASE OURSELVES. Let every one
PLEASE HIS NEIGHBOURfor his goodto edification. FOR EVENCHRIST PLEASED
NOT HIMSELF but, as it is written. The reproaches of them that reproached Thee fell

on Me." This is heady stuff indeed: that we should all subjugate our own self-interest
and seek to promote the profit of our neighbours. The aim, however, is their good,
their edification and their ultimate salvation. And what a transformation it would

make to a wicked world if this directive was widely implemented. Christ is again the

Great Exemplar. We might claim that we can "please ourselves" in what we do, but
Jesus "pleased not Himself and we are to follow that example: albeit a hard act to
follow.

Pleasing God

So far we have been speaking of things likely to please neighbours, relatives,
friends, and even ourselves, but what about things pleasing to God?
The writer to the Hebrews tells us that no one can ever be pleasing to God unless

they begin on the proper footing. He says, "But without FAITH it is impossible to
please God: for he that cometh to Godmustbelieve that Heis, and that He isa rewarder
of them that diligently seek Him." (Heb. 11:16). And so, for MEN IN GENERAL to
be well-pleasing to God, they must have faith in God (and all that entails) and they
must believe that God IS, and that God will reward such as DILIGENTLY SEEK

Him. Paul says that it is impossible to please God unless all these ingredients are
present. That is his message to the world at large.
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If we areCHILDREN Paul says to us, "Children, obey your parents inall things
for this is well-pleasing unto the Lord". We don't have to be sociologists, or
criminologists, to know that much of the unrest and heart-break in society today is
dueto thebreakdown offamily relationships andlack ofparental control over children.
The fault does not always lie with the children, of course, and elswhere Paul warns
parents not to vex their children.

If we are EMPLOYEES Paul instructs us thus, "Servants, be obedient to them

that are your masters, according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in smgle-ness
of heart, as unto Christ. Notwitheye-service, as men-pleasers, but as servantsofChrist
do the will of God from the heart". (Eph. 6:5).

To THE DISCIPLES IN GENERAL the writer to the Hebrews said, "But to do
good and to communicate forget not:for with such sacrifices God is well-pleased". With
what is God well-pleased? With those amongst Christ's followers, who DO GOOD

and who are GENEROUS with their money and possessions. We can have every
confidence that all the good and kindactions, of compassion and benevolence, do not

go unnoticed by God. A few verses further on in this wonderful closing chapter of
Hebrews, the writer expresses the hope that "The God of peace that brought again
from the dead our Lord Jesus, that Great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood
ofthe everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do His will, working
In you THAT WHICH IS WELL PLEASING in His sight, through Jesus Christ: to

whom be glory for ever and ever" (Heb. 13:16,20). "Every good work" in "the doing
of His will" would take a long time to describe or catalogue, were that possible, but

here again we have God's assurance that every act ofworship or praise, and every
kind charitable action is ofsuch consequence toGod that it pleases Him greatly. God

sees the virtues as well as the vices. When Paul, in his need, received succour from

the Christians in Philippi, he described it as "an odour of a sweet smell, a sacriHce
acceptable, well-pleasing to God". (Phil. 4:18).

Conclusion

In brieflysumming up, we note Paul's viewof the difference between the married

man, and the unmarried; the former caring "for the things that belong to the Lord"
and "how he may please the Lord": whereas the latter gets involved in the pressures
of life, "the things of the world" and "how he may please his wife". Paul refused to

please men inmatters doctrinal, or in the adulteration ofhis gospel, but went togreat
lengths to please men in every other way, not in any way to profit Paul, butto profit
others, in that they might be saved. Paul also taught that, in the Church, men should

not seek to pursue their own self-interests (as some do even to the dividing of the
Church) but should ever endeavour to please and accommodate his neighbour for his
good andedification. William Barclay says ofthis passage (Rom. 15:1) "The fellowship
of Christians should be marked by consideration of its members for each other. But

it must be noted that this consideration must not degenerate into an easy-going,
sentimental pliable laxity. It must always be designed for the other person's good,
and for his upbuilding in the faith".

Last, but most certainly not least, we must also seek to please God, through faith
and every good work, to do His will. We are informed that "By faith Enoch was
translated that he should not see death; and was not found because God has translated

him; for before his translation he had this testimony, THAT HE PLEASED GOD".

(Heb. 11:5). TTiis marvellous testimony is one to which we can all aspire and can in

due time, share with Enoch the heavenly accolade: "we pleased God".

EDITOR.
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GLEANINGS
"Let her glean even among the sheaves." Ruth 2:15
CALLED OUT

"Ye are an elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own
possession, that ye may show forth the excellencies of Him who called you out of darkness
into His marvellous light." 1 Peter 2:9 (RV).
I COULD NOT DO WITHOUT THEE
"I could not do without Thee!

I cannot stand alone,

I have no strength or goodness,
No wisdom of my own.
But Thou, beloved Saviour,
Art all in all to me;

And weakness will be power,
If leaning hard on Thee."
WE QUOTE G. H. HOLMES
Spiritual Growth

"That there are conditions and laws to be obeyed in order to the advancement
of the soul is obvious. Just as the growth of the natural babe is subject to the laws of
nature, so there are parallel laws in the Spiritual world which must be obeyed in order
to the growth of the Christian. The principle, which is the root of all Spiritual growth,
the foundation of the building of Christian character, is faith in God; a firm unwavering

faith in His precepts and promises. To speak of growth, or to offer suggestions without
taking cognizance of this root principle, is to speak of growth without root, of a
building without foundation. Faith is the principle of the Kingdom by which we approp
riate Spiritual blessings. God's institutions, or ordinances, are means of grace to us;
but they are nothing and meaningless, and cannot be enjoyed without faith.
Christian Growth

The apostle Peter, who exhorts us to grow in grace, also shows us that faith is
the source from which all virtues and graces must be supplied (2 Peter 1:5 to 8). In
your faith supply virtue; and in your virtue knowledge; and in your knowledge temper

ance; and in your temperance patience; and in your patience Godliness; and in your
Godliness love of the brethren; and in your love of the brethren, love; where these
things abound we have fruitful Christians, and Christian growth is in exact proportion,
as these things are exemplified in the life.
Christian Character

Again, a growing faith uplifts the soul, takes to the mountain tops, and widens
our spiritual outlook; it helps us to a fuller apprehension of things divine, and blends
the life with God. Having faith as the foundation of the building of Christian character,
the root of Spiritual growth, what are the means of grace that willsustain and strengthen
this life, in order to the promotion of growth!
Spiritual Food
First, the soul needs constant nourishment; it must be fed with wholesome food.

This condition is just as essential to the growth and progress of the soul as food is to
the development of the body, and the unfolding of natural powers. The statement
made by Jesus when tempted to convert stones into bread is significant. "Man shall
not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God".
The life, here referred to, is the life of the soul which, to be sustained, must be fed
upon Spiritual food, viz., "The Word of God". Peter exhorts the brethren thus: (1
Peter 2:2): "As newborn babes long for the Spiritual milk, which is without guile, that
ye may grow thereby unto salvation". The word of God, then, affords food for the
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soul, upon which it can thrive and grow and become vigorous.
Spiritual Invalids

But this is not unconditional; the Scriptures must be read before the strength to
be derived therefrom can be appropriated. A closed and unread Bible means a dwarfed
soul. Here, one fears, is the secret of so many Spiritual invalids, so much half-heartcdness, so many weak Christians. It is a moral impossibility to grow spiritually strong
without attendance to means that conduce to growth and strength; just as well might
we think of a child becoming healthy and strong without suitable food. But all food
taken into the system must be assimilated in order to give strength and energy. What
ever food is taken and not digested is positively injurious.
Spiritual Vitality
Just so in relation to the Word, our Spiritual food; it is not necessarily the quantity
we read or pass over with a cursory glance, not reading of consecutive chapters, or
books of the Bible, that yields strength to the soul, but it is that which is mentally
digested which is conducive to growth and Spiritual vitality. God's Holy Word, then,
to supply the much needed strength of the soul, must be approached and read prayer
fully, reverently, and thoughtfully. We ought, like David, to meditate upon the word
day and night, or use a well-known phrase, to read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest
the great truths of the Bible.

Spiritual Strength
It is by thus pondering over the word, and going below the surface that its
jewels of truth are disclosed to the mind. Spiritual strength received, and growth in
the divine life sustained. Of such a one David says: "He shall be like a tree planted
by rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season: his leaf also shall not
wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper". The Bible should be so read that its

living truths and principles, with its exceeding great and precious promises, should be
incorporated into our moral nature, and so impress our whole life. All books that are
read meditatively cannot fail to have some influence upon us, and are, therefore, a
great and potent force in moulding and shaping character.
Spiritual Realm

This being so, how necessary that our literature should be pure, having a high
tone of morality, and suggestive of good and noble thoughts, and so calculated to
expand, enlarge, and exalt the mind. The light impure literature, which is so widely
circulated around us, reveals baneful effects upon the moral and religious life; and so
should be avoided by all Christians. It is indeed poisonous to the soul; the mind that
feeds upon such food cannot fail to be influences for evil in some degree. To feed the
body with unwholesome food would be to invite sickness and premature decay; and
this same principle is applicable to the Spiritual realm. To grow spiritually, the mind
must be exercised upon that which is Spiritual and eschew all that which is in any way
immoral.

Our Growth in Grace

The character is fashioned according to the thought, for thought is the foundation
of character, so that life is but the expression of the thought. Jesus said:"Out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh".

To encourage and foster thoughts that are immoral and unholy will warp the
mind and render it impure; consequently the fountain of thought being polluted the
life and character willbe proportionately corrupt and unholy. It is important, therefore,
to guard the mind against evil by keeping it exercised in that which is good; to feed
upon the living bread, and to drink deeply from the spring of living water. These
means will certainly conduce to our growth in grace, and will surely impair the taste
for worldliness. Yea, to such a soul the things of the world will become repellant.
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"Bible Advocate" 1903.

Selected by Leonard Morgan.

HIDING FROM GOD
Can a man hide himself in secret? That was the great question the prophet

Jeremiah placed before the Israelite nation. They had, time and again, amid great
blessings from God, displeased and disobeyed God, thinking they could hide from
Him, but God declared "Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him*'
(Jeremiah 23:24).

Let us look at a few examples in the Old and New Testaments and then apply
the lesson. Adam tried without success to hide himself from God. After he realised

he had sinned, God called to him (in Genesis 3:9)."Adam, where art thou?" Adam
replied "I was afraid because I was naked, and hid myself, then Adam, like so many
men today, including professed Christians, tried to camouflage his sin by blaming Eve.
Eve, in turn, attempted without success to blame the serpent. It was entirely their
own individual responsibility and guilt for going against God's will. Oh! that we as
Christians could imitate the humble spirit of David, who (in Psalm 139:23) admitted
is unworthiness before God. This followed an acknowledgement of God's goodness
and intimate acquaintance with the creation. David's daily witness of God's goodness,
and action convinced him to understand. He also admitted that even if he tried to

hide himself from God, such would be impossible (V 6). Jonah, likewise, tried to
conceal himself from God but we know the sequel.

David spoke also of his birth and claimed that: the mere thought of it was very
precious to him (Psalm 139:14-18). Thus when Davidappealed to God, and admitted
his unworthiness, no doubt pride was absent. We see an attitude of sincere humility
when he said (V 23) "Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me; and know my
thoughts; and see if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting".
Who of us, in our day and time, would be so bold and courageous as to ask God to
search , and try, and know us? Are we willing to call upon God, to give Him the
opportunity to search our hearts and know our thoughts, and to face the matter
fearlessly? Bear in mind that the Creator, the God who heard and saw the disobedient
acts of ancient Israel and others through the ages, the God who heard the sincerely
admitted unworthiness of David, is the same God we will answer to. He said through

the apostle Paul, "He that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is in the mind of the
Spirit (Romans 8:27).
We must serve with reverence and Godly fear, in an acceptable manner, because
"our God is a consuming fire" (See Hebrews 12:28). It is no wonder that Jeremiah

the Prophet could claim with confidence and surety "Can any man hide himself in
secret places that I shall not see him?" It is further written, "Neither is there any
creature that is not manifest (known) in His sight.... with whom all of us ... . shall

have to give an account" (See Romans 14:12, 2nd Cor. 5:10).
Or are we like Peter who tried vainly to hide his identity as being one of the

disciples of Jesus by saying "I know not the man (Matt. 26:69-74). Are we like his
disciples in general, who hid their true identity and forsook Jesus by fleeing from the
arrest scene? are we like Judas who hid his tenuous love for the Master by selling

Him for thirty pieces of silver. (Matt. 26:46-49).
We can behave as they did by exchanging the things of Christ for the temporary
things of the world. Are we like Ananias and Sapphira, of unquestioned prosperity
yet who both agreed to lie to God, and the Holy Spirit i.e. to hide something from
God. This was a vain attempt resulting in utter tragedy (see Acts 5:1-10).
Maybe as Christians we too could be imitators of these weak persons. We may
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think we hide our capabilities, talents, and blessings for God and man. We may be
successful in hiding from man, but from God we cannot. Whether our talent is preach
ing, singing or visiting, or writing, etc. God still expects such a person to make full
use of the abilities given to spread the borders of the Kingdom. Souls are perishing
and destined to a Christless Eternity if we fail in teaching them of Christ. It is the
obligation and responsibility of all who name the name of Christ to be ''steadfast
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord" (1st Cor. 15:58).

We have all been put in trust with the gospel and are obligated to proclaim it.
May we be like David of old (who had much in his life that he would have wished
to conceal) and so live that we might invite God to "Search me, O God, and know
my heart: try me and know my thoughts, and see if there be any wicked way in me:

and lead me in the way everlasting". Each day this should be our ardent prayer.
Certainly we can never conceal our lives from God.

T. W. Hartle (Evangelist).
Cape Town, R.S.A.

CHRISTIANS AND THE CHURCH
I have often heard sermons about the Church and about its characteristics and I

am becoming convinced that even though we speak in harmony with the scriptures
concerning these common beliefs amongus, we are still missing something. Even our
most well-intentioned sermons leave the impression that we are comparing scriptural
points with other churches. We have allowed ourselves to fall into a trap which is a
product of our society. Everyone has "his own church" and everyone is proud of the
strongpointsabout "hischurch". But misses the point. God did not design the Church
for it to compare itself to denominations. The Church itself is not to be a denomination.

But this is the impression people get of us! It does not matter what we say it is. It is
what people think about which produces their reaction. They see us simply as another
religious organisation with several peculiarities coupled with what they perceive, at
least in some places, as an arrogant spirit.
What is the remedy for these perceptions? I suggest that the problem of the
Church being thought of as just another denomination will not be solved until there

is a movement back to more individual spirituality as opposed to organisational identity.
Most people, for example, do very little positive work for Christ unless it is assigned
by a church committee. We wait upon the organisation to act. But God saved me —
not the organisation. God saved my brother — not the organisation. My brother and
I are the Church. The Church works when he and I live as Christians.

We must understand that when people view the organisation they are not going
to be impressed. Oh, it may be active, or dead, or in-between, but in any case it will
not matter to them because they see religious organisations everywhere. Even the
moonies are super-organised.

What will impress people? Simply Christians who live as neighbours and co-work
ers who kindly, gently, and patiently sow the good news. Was this not how early
Christianity spread? Maybe our "restoration" restored too much. We have tried to
compete with denominations in our buildings, in our staffs, in our organisation, and
we cannot do it. We are outnumbered, outfinanced, and "out-experted". We must
promote a restoration of Christianity to be centred on the individual. The urgency of
this "neo-restoration" is real because people in our society are not going to be attracted
to what they see as just another church. They will be attracted to Christ in us.
P. Black.
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FAITH AND KNOWLEDGE
The Hebrew writer tells us very simply what faith is. In Hebrews 11:1 we read.
"Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen". The
word "substance" here means foundation, so faith is the foundation of all our hopes.
The word "evidence" here means the matter supporting the argument or simply tes
timony. The word faith means more than just a strong belief: it implies knowledge.
In verse three of this passage, we read that 'Hiirough faith we understand ..." so
the evidence convicts us, through knowledge, "of things not seen".
The main elements of faith in its relation to the invisible God are distinct from

faith in man. They are a firm conviction, producing a full acknowledgement (which
is to admit as true: to recognise the authority and/or claims of) of God's revelation
or truth. The object of Abraham's faith was not God's promise (Gen. 17), that was
only the occasion of its performance; his faith rested on the knowledge of God and
that he was able to do that which he said he would do (Rom. 4:17,20,21) Abraham
"staggered not" or didn't waver in the least in his faith concerning the promise of
God, but was firm and absolute in that faith, and because he did not stagger, it was

imputed to Abraham for righteousness (v22). In verses 23 and 24, we read that this
was not written only for Abraham's sake but as an encouragement for us today, to
the intent that we believe on God who raised up His Son, the great Seed that was
promised to Abraham.
As evidenced by Abraham and elsewhere in the Scriptures, we can see that faith
is more than just a blind leap in the dark. We can know that God is and that he will
do what he says he will do.

In Job 19:25, we can see that Job's faith led him to say, "I know that my Redeemer
liveth". Paul said in 2 Timothy 1:22, "I know whom I have believed". We sing songs
in praise to God with words very similar to these. Do we have the faith that will let
us truly say that we know God is?
J. B. Hill.

Conducted by
Alf Marsden

BOX
"Can you please tell me something about Hell? I do not often hear any preaching or
teaching about this subject"?
It seems to become unfashionable to make mention of Hell in lessons and sermons;

perhaps this is because so much was made of the subject in the early years of this
century: one could almost smell the brimstone when preachers of that era were in full
flow. We now seem more concerned with social and philisophical problems, which,
of course, is quite good, but nevertheless teaching about Hell should not be neglected
because there are dire warnings in the Bible about the necessity for people not to be

found there eventually. Perhaps it is because Hell is depicted as being so vile that we
turn to talking about Heaven instead, and so the warnings are not heeded by people
who should understand what Hell is like.

It is interesting to note that many people when questioned seem to have the idea

that Hell and Heaven are not places as such; they seem to suggest that each person
makes up hisor her own personal Heaven or Hellwhile they are living here on earth.
I suppose their difficulty lies in the fact neither place can be located geographically
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on earth or astronomically in space. However, there are pointers in the legends and
myths of ancient Greece and Rome, but more importantly, so far as the Christian is
concerned, in the Biblical narrative.
Classical Mythology

Webster's New International Dictionary defines a myth as, "a story that is usually
of unknown origin and a least partially traditional, that ostensibly relates historical
events usually of such character as to serve to explain some practice, belief, institution,
or natural phenomenon, and that is especially associated with religious rites and
beliefs". It seems that the Greeks and Romans wanted to perpetuate the memory of
their heroes and their exploits by seeking to deify them, and so we have all their

mythological gods, but seemingly based on real ideas of real people who had existed,
even though the gods themselves were unreal. The sources I shall mention just briefly
are the writings of Homer, Plato and Vergil, and these only insofar as they commcnt
on the after-life. The writings pre-date Christianity, but it seems quite likely that they
would have influenced Greek and Roman culture and thought well into the Christian
era.

Homer's Odyssey tells the tale of Odysseus wandering about and trying to find
his way back to his home in Ithaca after the Trojan Wars. Book XI tells of his visit
to the underworld (Hades) to consult one Tiresias the seer, about his journey. They
sailed to 'the limits of the world' and in a place that had been indicated to him Odysseus
dug a pit with his sword 'a cubit in length and breadth'. He then made an offering to
the dead, and killed some sheep whose blood then went into the pit; only then was
he able to communicate with the dead, and only then after they (the dead) had drunk
of the blood. Then the spirits of the dead came out of Erebus (Hades) one by one
and Odysseus spoke with them. Then Achilles spoke with him, "How durst thou come
down to the house of Hades, where dwell the senseless dead, the phantoms of men
outworn"? Odysseus answered him, "Wherefore let not thy death be any grief to thee,
Achilles". To which came the reply, "Nay, speak not comfortably of death, oh great
Odysseus. Rather would I live on ground, with landless man who had no great liveli
hood, than bear sway among all the dead that be departed".
Homer's Hades, then, is a picture of spirits wandering around aimlessly, with no
joy and in eternal gloom. All end up in the same place, and there seems to be no
distinction between the great and the small.
Plato, in the last book of the Republic, talks about the myth of someone called
Er. Evidently this man died in battle with others but only his body remained uncorrupted and he came back from the dead to tell the tale. While dead, he went to a
place where he saw four openings; two went down into earth, and two went up into
the sky. Between these openings sat judges; the just they sent to the openings which
went into the sky, and the unjust were sent to the openings which went downwards.
He also saw souls coming up from the earth covered with dust and dirt, and others
coming down from the sky all pure and shining. They exchanged greetings and com
pared their experiences; the ones from below with weeping and wailing, and the ones
from above told of sights of indescribable beauty. The mythical Er then saw lots cast
before them and choices as to the next cycle mortal life had to be made. In the main,

he said, they made their choices on the basis of their experiences of their previous
lives. There were some so incurably wicked that they were hurled down into Tartarus,
the deep abyss.

Evidently Plato's philosophy is of the trans-migration of souls. But the emphasis
is on two places for the dead rather than one, with the addition of Tartarus for the
incuably evil.
Vergil's journey to the Underworld, as told in the Aeneid, speaks of souls being
transported across the dark and turbulent river Styx by Charon the ferryman. On the
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far shore they come to the fields of Mourning, and further along to where the road
divides; one path going to Tartarus, and the other to Elysian Fields. Sins commited
while on earth and for which punishment is due, movemen alongthe road to Tartams,
described as a most awful place, with flaming rocks and raging torrents. One punish
ment is to attempt to carry water in order to alleviate the heat, but the effort is in
vain because the buckets have no bottoms. The ones who travel the other road need

to have a period ofpurification because they arestained with this world's ills; something
like Purgatory, I suppose. They then move on pure to the Elysian Fields (Paradise,
no doubt).

This, then, is a very brief commenton these myths, but there are excellentbooks
in most Reference Libraries for anyone wanting to read more.
Biblical Teaching

In most places in the N.T. Hell should be more correctly rendered Hades; it
corresponds to Sheol in the O.T. W. E. Vine defines it as "the region of departed
spirits of the lost (but including the blessed dead in periods preceding the Ascension
of Christ)". In Matt. 5:22 and 18:8,9 the Greek word GEENA is used and represents
the Hebrew GE-Hinnom (the valley of Hinnom); this word is the one used by the
Lord Himself on most occasions. It seems to be the place of eternal punishment. See
Mark 9:43-47. It is known as GEHENNA.

Another scripture to look at is 2 Pet. 2:4. Samuel Bagster in his Englishman's
Greek N.T. renders this verse, "For if God the angels who sinned spared not, but

having castthem to the deepest abyssto chainsofdarknessdelivered themfor judgment
having been kept". This refers to the region of TARTARUS, the place of the 'deepest
abyss'. This seems to be the place referred to by the devil-possessed man to whom
Jesus spoke. See Luke 8:31. Bagster has this verse, "And he besought him that he
would not command them into the abyss to go away". This, of course, refers to the
devils that Jesus was going to cast out.

One of the most striking scriptures (to me anyway) is found in Luke 16:19-31.
Many refer to this as a parable, but I am not persuaded. In any case it would seem
to matter very little whether it is parabolic or not, the situation seems to be clear
enough. Two men die, one goes to Hades which is obviously a place of punishment
and torment;one goesto Abraham'sBosom, which isobviously a placeofPARADISE.
You will do doubt recall that Jesus said to the repentant thief "this day thou shalt be
with me in Paradise". Now when Peter spoke to the people on the first Pentecost he

spoke about the patriarch David and said, "He (David) seeing this before spake of the
resurrection of Christ that His soul was not left in Hell (Hades), neither his flesh did

see corruption". Acts2:31. If then, Jesus wentinto Hades when He died,then Paradise
must have been a region of Hades at that time. But Jesus wasresurrectedfrom among
the dead and subsequently ascended into Heaven to be at the right hand of God,
because Heaven is where God is. In Vergil's mythology, one had to journey through
Hades, as it were, in order to reach the ElysianFields which, I suppose, equates with
our Paradise. So we either accept that there is an intermediate region in Hades into
which those who die in Christ go, or we look upon Abraham's Bosom as Heaven to

which place those who die in Christ go. The only other explanation is that Paradise
is a separate place altogether where the dead in Christ go awaiting the Second Coming
of Christ. See John 14:1-4. A striking point from the Luke 16 narrative is that Paradise
could be seen from the placeof torment: I wonder if that ispart of the punishment.
Well, these are only a very few thoughts but I hope they will help a little. The

most important point to remember was made by the ijjrd Himself when He said to

His disciples, "And I say unto you my fiiends. Be not afraid of them that kill the body,
and after that have no more that they can do. But I forewarn you whom ye shall fear;
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Fear him, whichafter he hath killedhath powerto cast you into Hades, yea, I say unto
you, Fear him". Luke 12:4,5. But thinkingof things we can understand now, can you
imagine what it wouldbe like to be in a place wherethere wasno light,wheremurders,
muggings, robbery, rape, and all other evil actions were the order of the day and
every day. Where there was no love, compassion, understanding; where no child,
trustingly, puts its hand into yours. Where there was no laughter and one could not
feel the warmth of fellowship. That's HELL. And if that weren't enough, there's the
torment continually. Well might the rich man want Lazarus to go to earth and warn
his brothers.

(All questions to Alf Marsden, 20 Costessy Way,
Winstanley, Wigan. WN3 6ES.)

THE DENOMINATIONS
8.—THE METHODIST CHURCHES

John and Charles Wesley were brought up in the old High Church tradition by
theirfather in the rectory at Epworth. As undergraduates at Oxford they were prom
inent in the movement for more frequent celebration of the Lord's Supper and the
regulation of the devotional life, and received the nickname 'methodist'. But it was

on May 24th, 1738, that, in the room in Aldersgate, John Wesley *felt his heart
strangely warmed', and so began the great Evangelicalrevivalof which he, his brother
Charles, and their friend George Whitfield, were the leaders. From that day until his
death in 1791 he continued his amazing career of covering thousands of miles on

horseback andestablishing Methodist Societies inevery partofthecountry. He himself
translated not a few German hymns and wrote a few of his own, but the great hymn
writer of the movement was his erratic brother Charles, than whom there has been

no greater hymn writer. Within a couple of generations the whole face of England
had been changed. It is nowgenerally admittedby sound historians that the movement

saved England from the kind of bloody revolution which swept over France, and it
certainly saved religion in this country from the deathly apathy which gripped it at
the beginning of the eighteenth century. Wesley had no desire to separate from the
Church of his birth, nor did he regard himself as having done so. It was thestupidity
of the Bishops and clergy which drove the Methodist Societies outside the pale of the
established Church. Had wiser counsels prevailed, Methodism would have been a

movement within the Church of England. But, by the end of the century, Methodism
was established in almost every part of the country as a separate community.
Division

In the early years of the nineteenth century the Methodist Church suffered the

fate of others. There were serious splits. First, the Methodist New Connexion split
from the parent body. This was followed by the Bible Christians, mainly a Cornish
movement; the Free Methodist Church, mainly in Lancashire and the north; the

Independent Methodists,and the Wesleyan Reform Union. The Primitive Methodists,
who became strongin the industrial areas of the north, claimed not to be split but to
be in the true succession of the Wesleys, from whom the parent body(Wesleyan) had
departed. Early in the present century the Bible Christians, the methodist New Con
nexion and the Free Methodist Church unitedto form the UnitedMethodist Church,
and in 1932 all the mainMethodist bodies unitedin one Church, with the Independent
Methodists and the Wesleyan Reform Union left outside. The Methodist Church in

this country reported a membership (December 1961) of 723,529; ministers (with
supernumeraries) 4,517; local preachers, 22,304. World membership is 19 millions.
Government

In this country the Methodist Church has a presbyterian form of government; in
the U.S.A. an episcopal form, but without any theory of Apostlic Succession. In this
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country the Churches in each area comprise a circuit over which there is a Superinten
dent Minister. Circuits send delegates to the District Synod, and Synods send represen
tatives to Conference, which is the governing body of the Church. Conference meets
in two Sessions. The first is representative, consisting of an equal number of Ministers
and laymen. The second is ministerial. !n the U.S.A. much the same organisation
exists, cxcept that Bishops preside over Districts and there are six Regional Confer
ences, five on geographical lines and one to include the black members.
Doctrine
In the Deed of Union in 1932 Methodism is thus described: "The Methodist

Church claims and cherishes its place in the Holy Catholic Church, which is the Body
of Christ. It rejoices in the inheritance of the Apostolic Faith, and loyally accepts the
fundamental principles of the historic creeds and of the Protestant Reformation . . .
The doctrines of the Evangelical Faith, which Methodism has held from the beginning,
are based upon the Divine Revelation recorded in the Holy Scriptures. The Methodist
Church acknowledges this revelation as the supreme rule of faith and practice. These
evangelical doctrines to which the preachers of the Methodist Church, both Ministers
and Laymen, are pledged, are contained in Wesley's Notes on the New Testament
and the first four volumes of his sermons". Methodism is nothing if it is not evangelical.
Arminianism is its theology as opposed to Calvinistic doctrines of election. It has also
had from the beginning a definitely sacramental side, witnessed to in Charles Wesley's
hymns as well as in John Wesley's teaching, but lost sight of in the nineteenth century.
TTiere are welcome signs of the recovery of this element.
Worship
In worship many Methodist Churches are hardly distinguishable from the run of
Free Churches, except that there is often greater warmth and more fervent hymn

singing. But there are still some Churches which use the Anglican Prayer Book in one
service of the day, and in many Methodist Churches a modified form of the Anglican
Communion rite is in use. There is a Service Book and a Book of Discipline issued
by authority. In all Methodist Churches, so far as I know. Communion is received
kneeling. As in all Free Churches, however, preaching is something real, and the
Methodist Church gives a greater place to lay preaching than any other Church, nor
is the pulpit in the same Church occupied Sunday after Sunday by the same man. In
each Church Stewards take the place of Deacons in a Congregational Church. Ministers
are ordained at Conference by other Ministers, and infant Baptism is practised.
W. Robinson.
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THEOLDLAW&
THE OLD LAW & THE NEW
NEWTEACHING
TEACHING
Jesus taught: "You have heard that
it was said by them of old time. You shall
not commit adultery. But I say unto you
you
. . ." (5:27,28). "It has been said.
Whosoever shall put away his wife, let
him give her a writing of divorcement:

said by them of old time, You shall not
forswear yourself, but shall perform unto

the Lord your oaths: but I say unto you
..." (5:33,34). "Youhave heard that it
jias been said. An eye for and eye and a
tooth for a tooth: but I say unto you . .
(5:38,39). You have heard that it has

been said, You shall love thy neighbour
and hate your enemy. But I say unto you
. • ."(5:43,44). Of course, in each case
we should go on to study carefully
exactly what He said.
Jesus had also taught: "Think not I
am come to destroy the law, or the
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prophets: I am come not to destroy, but

to fulfil" (5:17). To me it is clear. Jesus'
teaching went far beyond the old law.
It revealed a higher standard. As one
writer has commented: "The Ten Com
mandments forbid murder: but the Ser

mon on the Mount goes further and for
bids anger. It says in effect that to be
angry with a man is just as bad as to
murder him. The Ten Commandments

forbid adultery: but the Sermon on the
Mount goes further and forbids even the
desire to commit adultery. It says in ef
fect that to have this kind of desire is as

the power and the glory, for ever.

Amen". Scholars have questioned the
authenticity of the whole of this doxology because many of the ancient manus
cripts omit it. (I leave it to the reader
to undertake his own research on the

matter as space precludes my making
detailed comments.)
This so-called Lord's Prayer is wellknown to most of us, I am sure, because

we had to recite it repeatedly at school.
Sadlyit became a vain repetition, exactly
what Jesus wanted us to avoid (6:7).
Nowadays, the prayer is seldom heard

bad as the thing itself. The difference is
very important. The Ten Command
ments are concerned only with a man's

or discussed in churches of Christ, which

outward actions; the Sermon on the

One thing that immediately strikes
me about this prayer is the absence of
I, me, my and mine. A lot of people
today have I-trouble, but they did not
get it from reading this prayer. I also
like the fact that the prayer begins with
God and, therefore gives Him His

Mount is concerned with his inmost feel

ings and desires. The Ten Command
ments would be satisfied if a

man

abstained from murder, however much
he wanted to kill someone else; and if

a man abstained from adultery, however
much he wanted to commit adultery.
The Sermon on the Mount lays it down
that what we want to do is quite as im

is a pity, I think, because there is so
much to learn from it.

proper place. The first three petitions
are for the hallowing of God's name,
the coming of God's kingdom and the

portant as what we do, even if we do

doing of God's will. Thereafter, the dis

not do it". But the question might be

ciples' needs and requests are dealt with.
Forgiveness is dependent upon our
forgiving those who have wronged us
(6:12). In other words, to be forgiven
we must be forgiving. William Barclay

asked: Why did God not introduce this

new teaching at the time He gave the
Law? The answer, in short, is that man

was not ready for it. He had to be pre
pared for it and the Law did just that. I
think there is a parallel between the
growth of mankind and the growth of
an individual. Ask yourself, what would
happen to a child if faced with a Higher
English paper in Primary School?
The Lord's Prayer

We read in Luke's gospel: "And it
came to pass, that, as He was praying in
a certain place, when He ceased, one of
the disciples said unto Him, Lord teach
us to pray, as John also taught his disci

ples. And He said unto them, when you
pray, say, Our Father . . ."(11:1,2). It
, of course, was the same prayer as re
corded by Matthew, except for the
words: "For thine is the kingdom and

has written: "The connection between

human and divine forgiveness is deeply
ingrained into New Testament thought.
The parable of the unforgiving debtor
clearly lays it down that an unforgiving
man can hope for no forgiveness (Matt.
18:23-35). As a man judges others, so
he will be judged himself and in matters
of mercy he will get what he gives (Matt.
7:1,2; Mark 4:24; Luke 6:37,38). It is
the merciful who will receive mercy
(Matt. 5:7). 'Judgement is without
mercy to one who has shown no mercy'
(James 2:13)."
Jesus said: "And lead us not into

temptation, but deliver us from evil"

(6:13). R. E. Nixon has written: "This
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seems to mean, 'Do not let us be put to
the ultimate test', with deliver us from
evil (not in Luke) an explanation of that.
Evil may mean the evil one. It is in the
final trial that men are particularly temp
ted to apostasy (cf. 24:9-13)."

them not, shall be likened unto a foolish
man, who built his house upon the sand
..
(7:24-27).

The hymn writer put it this way:
"On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand.

All other ground is sinking sand!"
Ian S. Davidson,

THE TWO WAYS

Motherwell.

Jesus spoke clearly of the two ways
(7:13-14). Let us ask the same questions
of each. What is it? It is the broad way.
Who are in it? Sinners in the sight of
God. Why is it broad? Not because it

was so designed by God, but simply be
cause the vast majority of mankind is
walking in it. Where does it lead? It leads
to destruction. Again, what is it? It is
the narrow way. Who are in it? Those
who are righteous in the sight of God.
Why is it narrow? Not because God so
designed it, but simply because the
minority of mankind is walking in it.

Kentish Town, London: We held our
Anniversary Meeting in the 3rd Oc
tober, 1992, when brother Ian David
son, Motherwell, was our speaker. We

Please note the narrow way has to
be found, no one is going to stumble

are very grateful to Ian for coming such
a long distance, and for the excellent
lesson he gave us. We were all very en
couraged and uplifted, and the time
spent together was most profitable, both
socially and spiritually. Thanks are also
due to all those who supported us at the
meetings, and those who did so in prayer

into it. This is what Isaiah meant when

but who were unable to be with us in

he wrote: "And a highway shall be there,
and a way, and it shall be called The way
of holiness: the unclean shall not pass
over it; but it shall be for those: the
wayfaring men, though fools, shall not

person.

Where does it lead? It leads unto life.

err therein" (35:9). Actually, the way is
a person. Jesus once declared: "I am the
way, the truth, and the life: no man
comes to the Father, but by me" (John
14:6). A careful study of the book The
Acts of the Apostles shows that the early
saints were known as The People of the
Way. Dear reader, in which way are you
walking? Are you with Satan on the
broad way, or with Jesus on the narrow
'^^y?
ROCK OR SAND
Everyone in this world is either
building his life on a foundation of sand

Sister Dorothy Proud (Sec.)
Kirkcaldy: Ruth and Reg Coles have re
turned from Papua New Guinea, and
are meeting with the church in
Kirkcaldy. They are staying with Ian and
Sheila Moyes, 9 Massareene Road,
Kirkcaldy, Fife. KY2 5RS. Tel.: 0592
268533, while they try to find a perma
nent place to live. I will pass on their
new address as soon as I have it. Please

keep them in your prayers.
Our Annual Social is scheduled for

17th April, 1993. God Willing.
Ruth Moyes (Sec.)
TIMES OF MEETINGS

The church at Mayfield(Easthouses)
wish to intimate a change in the times

or on a foundation of solid rock. Jesus
said: "Therefore, whosoever hears these

of meetings, and that during the winter

sayings of mine, and does them, I will

(provisionally) the Breaking of Bread

liken him unto a wise man, who built his

Meeting will now be at 11.00 a.m. and
the Gospel Meeting at 5.00 p.m.

house upon a rock . . . And every man
that hears these sayings of mine, and does

M. Finlay
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OBITUARY
Hindley, Wigan: We regret again to re
cord the passing of one our members:
Bro. Tom Hart, aged 88 years. On

Lord's Day 25th October, he was pre
sent at the Lord's Table, although very
poorly indeed, and died the following
Thursday. For a considerable while, his
daughter and son-in-law (Bro. and Sister
Farrow) have brought him in his chair
to the morning meeting. Tom has been
a wonderful example to us all: being of
a quiet and unassuming nature, and we
shall certainly miss him. It was said of
him (years ago) that he was one of the
best door-keepers we ever had. To Bro.
and Sister Farrow, and the family, we
extend our very deep and sincere sym
pathies, and pray that the "God of all
comfort" may be their stay. This writer
took the funeral service.

Leonard Morgan

wiUing, in sending out the messages in
your area.

The Printer is wiUing to print (for a
minimum of 250 copies)
"This Message is given with the
Compliments of The Church of Christ
Meeting at
"
and

"We Invite You to come to our

Gospel Meeting, Lord's Day
at

"

"A Warm Welcome Awaits You"

Ring Tel. No

250 copies £60; 500 copies £100;
1,000 copies £140

ZIMBABWE APPEAL
Gratitude and joy and relief will be

felt in Zimbabwe as the result of your
generosity and compassion in response
to the appeal to help the drought stric
ken Christians there. A total of
£2,550.00 has now been raised and sent

OPEN LETTER TO THE CHURCHES
Dear Brethren,

to brother H. F. Short to buy meali-meal
(food). The appeal is therefore closed.

I havehad oneof mysermons printed
and have ordered for myself 1,000

Thank you very much to all who gave

copies; and later, another 250. The

church in Argyle Street have placed an
order for 2,000.

The title of the message is:
The Love of Christ

(Eph. 3:19)

Copies of this message have been
sent out to the churches and individuals,
and I am inviting brethren to share, if

so freely. Fifteen mm. of rain had fallen
by the end of October; that will have

disappeared as it hit the ground, so the
position is very serious. Watch the news
and pray for rain.

God bless you in your effort to feed
the hungry.
Matt. 25:40.

Max Taylor.
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