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" AHAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR READERS §
1asked the New Year for some motto sweet -

Some rule of life with which to guide myfeet :
I asked and paused; he answered sweet and low,

"God's Will to know".

"Will knowledge, then suffice, New Year?" I cried;
And ere the question into silence died,

g^

The answer came; "Nay, but remember, too,

"God's Will to do".

^
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THE SANDS OF TIME
Another Year is Dawning,
Dear Master let it be

In working or in waiting ,
Another Year with Thee.

It is difficult, I suppose, totake the old Calendar offthe wall, and replace it with
a new one, without reflecting upon the passage of time. This is particularly true as

we get older and as time becomes more precious. Surely we are thankful, and may
even marvel, that we have been spared to see another new year. Poets have waxed

lyrical about "The March of Time" (as have hymn writers), but, more importantly,

the Bible has much to say about thisseasonal subject.

In the first place, we are the creatures oftime (some might even say, the slaves
oftime) and in the context ofEternity, the human life-span (of three-score years and
ten) is exceedingly brief. The Bible describes our lives as "a tale that is told" (Ps.
90:9) and sometimes it is a very short tale indeed (as is the case of these poor little

infants in the Third World who, annually, die in their thousands from malnutrition).

Job confirmed this view when he said, "My days are swifter thana weaver's shutUe .

..." (7:6) and the Psalmist said, "Behold, thou hast made my days as a handbreadth,
and^ mine age is nothing before Thee; verily every man at his best state is altogether
vanity." (39:5). Coming closer into the N.T. times, James rightly remarks that we
know not what the morrow shall bring 'tor what is our life? It is even a vapour, that
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appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away." (4:14). If life is so brief (and it

is) we are right to ponder the passage of time and recognise that it, like our health,
is one of our most precious possessions. If we could all start life afresh, we would all
doubtless spend our time more wisely, especially the years we seem to have frittered
away in our youth. Someone has said that "Youth is wasted on the young" and no
doubt we have all contributed to the basic accuracy of that observation. Since life is
so short. Time is something we can't afford to ignore.
Solomonsaid that, "A wise man's heart discemeth the time: both time and judge
ment." because to "every purpose" there is a prescribed time C«for every purpose
under heaven"). He kindly enumerated a few. There is, apparently, "A time to be
born, and a time to die: a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted:
a time to kill, and a time to heal: a time to break down, and a time to build up: a time
to weep, and a time to laugh, a time to mourn, and a time to dance: a time to cast
away stones, and a time to gather stones together: a time to embrace, and a time to

refrain from embracing: a time to get, and a time to lose: a time to keep, and a time
to cast away: a time to rend, and a time to sew: a time to keep silence, and a time to
speak: a time to love,and a time to hate: a time of war, and a time of peace" (Ecc. 3).

Other Bible writers talk of 'troublous times"; of "ancient times"; of '^perilous
times"; of times of refreshing": of "times of restitution"; of "times of ignorance" (that
God winked at), and of "times of rejoicing". As the hymnwriter says, "The sands of
Time are sinking" and a few moments rumination on the fact are always 'timely' and
profitable.
ALL THE TIME THERE IS

At one time, in nearly every home, there used to be at least one clock with an

exceedingly loud tick, which also used to announce each passing hour with a musical
chime, thus making us all very conscious of the relentless and inexorable march of

time, but now with all the silent battery clocks time slips past us on tiptoe leaving us
largely unaware of its swift departure. Only the necessity of changing the Calendar,
nowadays, reminds us that it is later than we think and that time is of the essence.

Given that we sleep for a third of our lives, and go to places of employ for a third of
our lives, how do we spend the remaining third? This is a good question, I suppose,
at the beginning of another new year. How do we spend our time, and how much of
it is used in the Lord's Service?

We often complain about not having enough time, yet surely we have never had
so much time: and in fact we have all the time there is. When we look around at all

the gadgetry in the kitchen, and around the home generally, we can readily see that
we have infmitely much more spare time available to us than in any other age. Our
forefathers had to go to draw water at the well, chop wood to light a fire in the oven
to bake the day's bread, wash clothes at the river-bank, etc., and a great many other
arduous and time-consuming tasks. A switch on the gas Hre now gives us heat, another
switch on the washing machine takes care of the clothes and we can cook a whole
meal in minutes on the 'micro-wave'. Surely we have never had more spare time than
we have now: but how do we utilise it? When the typewriter was invented: (a machine
destined to save hours of tedious scribbling with a quill pen), one of the manufacturers
adopted as their sales slogan, "To Save Time Lengthens Life". While this slogan was,
of course, true and false at the same time, it never-the-less highlighted the great value
and spread of time-saving machinery, a process which has made incredible strides
since the Industrial Revolution and has been the means of the men of today having
'early retiral' and wondering how they are going to occupy themselves with all the
time at their disposal. Indeed there are now classes giving instruction to those who
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have so much time on their hands that they don't know how to use it: a circumstance

which surely would have astounded all those who slaved from dawn to dusk in the
'Satanic Mills' of the last century.
THE TRUE PURPOSE OF TIME

And so, nothing can be more obvious than that we now have much more spare
time at our command: but how has this affected our lives? Clearly our life-style has

changed out of all recognition and there is now such a rush and bustle about modem

living that doctors' waiting-rooms are full ofpatients' suffering from the stresses of
present-day living; and someeven wish for a return to the 'good old days' with a very
muchslowerpace of life. In some homes, family membersrarely have time for conver

sation; some children exist on 'junk' foods and live separate lives in their own rooms
watching their own personal T.V. sets. Any chance conversation usually concerns
some T.V. programme. Thus much time saved by time-saving gadgetry is frittered
away watching the 'one-eyed monster'! Certainlyit is extremely tempting,after a hard
day at the office or other workplace, to come home to an evening in the easy-chair
watching T.V.

Plainly we must keep abreast with what is happening in the world, and many
T.V. programmes can help us to do this, but we must also be aware that we could
easily spendour whole life-time (assomedo) watching the 'box'. Thisisa realdanger.
To the business-man "Time is Money". What then, is time to the disciple of

Christ? Time, to him, is opportunity. The alarming increase in suicides is explained
by the fact that 'modern living' is seen, increasingly to be futile. If we were to think
deeplyenoughabout the matter we might,perhaps, agree that there is a certainfutility
about Time, and indeed about life itself, unless we consider these things tn the context

of God*s eternal purposes. Taken on their own (Time and Life), there is an apparent
futility to them. Without God, life, indeed seems pointless and aimless. The true

purpose of Time is, therefore, that we might engage in the outworkings of God. The
year just gone has proved that man never basically changes: his conditions might
improve but he doesn't. Crime-rates of all kindshave never been higher: more people
than ever die of starvation in a world of plenty (with 'butter mountains' and 'grain
mountains'); murder and violence abounds;'Amnesty' tell us that torture and barbaric
treatment of political prisoners has never been worse, etc., etc. and we are again on
the brink of a dreadful war. No: man does not change: he merely becomes more

sophisticated in the realms of evil. The only hope for man is in the person of Christ
and in the preaching of His gospel. The real purpose of time is, therefore, that it.is
'A Day of Grace" to the worid: that men might 'set their house in order'. God's
goodness, forebearance and long-suffering with man is designed to steer him in the
right direction, for man is "God's offspring". Paul could say to the disciplesat Rome,
"Or despiseth thou the riches of His goodness, forebearance and long-suffering; not
knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance'*. (Rom. 2:4). When
Christ returns Time will be no more, but why does Jesus tarry? Has He forgotten or
lost interest? 'The Lord is not slack concerning His promise (to return), as some men

count slackness, but is longsufifering to u^ard, not willing that any should perish, but
that all should come to repentance.** (2 Peter 3;9). This, then, is the true purfrase of
Time: that all should have the opportunity to come to repentance. Time, is God's day
of grace to the world.
IMPORTANCE OF TIME

Time can be regarded in three ways, or has, as it were, three dimensions; Past,
Present and Future. The Past is as water under the bridge and there is not much we
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can do about it. It has some value, however, in the sense that we can profit by
experience and not repeat the mistakes of the past. Notwithstanding, all around us,

in politics and even in the Church, we can see men busily engaged in repeating some
of thecatastrophes of history. TheNew Testament does notrecommend thatwe spend
too much time commiserating and fretting about our past failures but rather that we
get on with the present. Indeed, Paul claimed that.. thisonethingI do, forgetting
those things which are behind, and reachingforth unto those things which are before,
I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calluig ofGod in Christ Jesus** (Phil.

3:13). The apostle was not, it seems, too preoccupied with remorse for a past, which
at other times made him regard himself as 'chief of sinners', but relished future
opportunities of making up for lost time in the work of the Lord. Time is indeed

precious. Occasionally doctors have the awesome task of telling a patient that they
have only a very short period to live. We would all dread such newsbut must, at some

time or other, have wondered how we would spend our remaining days in such cir
cumstances. Such a situation would certainly concentrate the mind and,ifwehadonly
six months to live, our real prioritieswould truly come to the surface. We wouldcount

as precious each fleeting second, andcertainly give to time its true and proper value.
Such a thingactually befell King Hezekiah (2 Kings 20). The prophet Isaiah was sent
to King Hezekiah to give him the news that his illness was terminal and that he should

usethe remaining moments to 'Set hishouse inorder**. Thisnews certainly concentrated
the mind of the king and hisweepings andprayers moved God to give him a reprieve
of 15 years. Thus Hezekiah was thereafter living on borrowed time, and doubtless

had a completely different attitude to time, and an entirely new set of priorities.
We are all living on borrowed time. This, I believe, is to what Paul refers when

he exhorts the Ephesian Christians to REDEEMTHE TIME. He says, "Seethenthat
ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days
are evil.** (Eph. 5:16). The word here rendered "redeeming" meansto buy back from
the power of another, and in the present context means to recover or rescue our time

from idleness or waste. '^Because thedays areevil" signifies thatthere are,andalways
will be, allurements and temptations in the world encouraging us to squander our
time. As Jesus remarked, **The fields are white unto harvest, but the labourers be

few.** There is so much to be done and so few to do it that time is at a premium. The
Church is small numerically (even minute) and 'all hands are required on deck'. The
shortage of labourers is a problem twice compounded when they are not to be found
in the Helds but in halls of amusement, revelry, snoozing or just watching T.V. The
same apostle gave a similar exhortation to the church in Rome when he insisted that

"It was HIGHTIME to awakeout of sleep** for "the nightwasfar spent, and the day
was at hand.**, (Rom. 13:11). Yes, it is later than we think. The past is gone: the
future, for us, might not arrive; all that we have is NOW: now is the time to put our
weight behindalleffortsinthe preaching ofthegospel andinthe progressof theChurch.
God will judge every man's work, or absence of it. Perhaps that is why Peter
advises us "to pass tlie time of our sojourning here with fear knowingthat the Father,
without respect of persmis, Ju^eth according to every man's wturk.** Let us resolve
that in 1991, if we should be spared to see it, we shall endeavour to accomplish much

more for the Lord thanwedidiii the yearjustgone. That we shall endeavour to give
Time its true value, as those bent on redeemii^ the time, and that we shall find work
to do in the harvest fields to the saving of souls. **So teach us, Lwd, to number our
days that we may anily oar iiearts onto wisdom.** (Ps. 90:12).
EDITOR.
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GLEANINGS
"Let her glean even among the sheaves." Ruth 2:15
"As thy days, so shall thy strength be." (Deut. 33:25)
GOD*S GRACE IS UNFAILING

"Gods grace is unfailing, draw from that supply.
Be daily encouraged by power from on high;
Wherever He sendeth, thou surely shalt see

As the day may demand, so shall thy strength be."
SUFFICIENT UNTO THE DAY

"The promise given to one of the tribes was, 'As thy days, so shall thy strength
be.' Strength was not promised in advance, — enough for all thy life, or even for a
year, or for a month, — but the promise was, that for each day, when it came with
its own needs, duties, battles, and griefs, enough strength would be given. As the
burden increased, more strength would be imparted. As the night grew darker, the
lamps would shine out more brightly. The important thought here is, that strength is
not emptied into our hearts in bulk — a supply for years to come— but it is kept in
reserve, and given day by day, just as the day's needs required."
J. R. Miller.
SOMEONE HAS SAID

"The background of every day is grace, and the more tremendous the day the
more abounding is the grace. And therefore we can interpret our difficulties as the
index of our resources. Our mission betokens our capital in the bank, and we can
draw upon "the unsearchable riches" to the last demand of our need. 'As thy days,
so shall thy strength be."'
J. H. Jowett.
BY FAITH

"We do not know from day to day. What troubles may assail.

But no misfortune great or small, Can over faith prevail."

F.B.

THE MORNING LIGHT

"I wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait, and in his word do I hope. My soul waiteth
for the Lord more than they that watch for the morning: I say, more than they that
watch for the morning." (Psalm 130:5,6)

"The morning light is often waited for with intense longing. By the sailors in a
shipwrecked vessel; by a night-time traveller in a dangerous country; by an army that
finds itself surrounded by an enemy. The morning light willshow what hope of escape
there may be. The morning light may bring life and liberty. In the same way, the

saints of God, living in the darkness of this world, have longed for the light of His
countenance more than watchmen for the morning. They have said, more than watch

men for the morning, my soul waits for the Lord. Can we say that too? Our waiting
on God can have no higher goal than simply having His light shine on us, and in us,
and through us, all day long."
Andrew Murray
THE BIBLE SPEAKS

♦That which they have need of. . . let it be ^ven them day by day."

(Ezra. 6:9)

"For at that time day by day, there came to David to help him, until it was a great
host of God."
(1 Chron. 12:22)

"Who then iswilling to consecratehisservicethisday unto the Lord?"

(1 Chron. 29:5)

"For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. I had rather be a doorkeeper in

the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness."
"Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and for ever."

(Psalm 84:10)
(Hebrews 13:8)
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SO TEACH US

"So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom."
(Psalm 90:12)

"Destiny is being created by the choice you are making now. We act as though

moments came to us to be smiled or sobbed away, as the case may be, and then to

be done with for ever. It is not so. Montgomery sang truly when he sang:'Tis a mistake: time flies not.

He only hovers on the wing:
Once bom, the moment dies not,

Tis an immortal thing.
Campbell Morgan
FRANCES RIDLEY HAVERGAL

"As thy days thy strength shall be !"
This should be enough for thee;
He who knows thy frame will spare
Burdens more than thou canst bear.

When thy days are veiled in night,
Christ shall give thee heavenly light;
Seem they wearisome and long.
Yet in Him thou shalt be strong.
MORE WISE WORDS FROM W. RILEY

"We spent our day in thegreat alfresco palace of Nature, amid pictures of God's
painting, and returned at night, tired in body, but with heart and soul and brain
refreshed by unseen dews of heaven's own distilling." . . .

"Why should I grudge Nature's silent children their hour of rest ? The morning

will come when they will again fling aside the garb of night and deck themselves in
purple."
THE GIFT OF A DAY

"Each morning God puts a sheaf of blessed possibilities into our hands saying,
*TTiere, my child, these are foryou, ifyou will.' Each morning we rise to a clean sheet
on which we may write what we please. We have the chance to learn, the chance to

be kind, the chance to work, the chance to pray. This morning it was a blank cheque
we got, valid for just as much as we would hke to take."
Arcibald Alexander

Selected by Leonard Morgan

PEACE, PEACE WHEN THERE IS NO PEACE
One could not read the Bile much less study it, without reaching the conclusion
thattheBible teaches thatpeace iscertainly something to bedesired.There aremany,
many passages, which have reference to the subject of peace. Paul calls the gospel
"the gospel of peace" (Rom. 10:15): he exhorts Christians to <Yollow afterthe things
which makefor peace/* (Rom. 14:19): and he states God is the "Godofpeace."(Rom.
15:33). Isaiah calls Jesus the "Prince of Peace." (Isa. 9:6).
Do these passages and other passages which speak of the value of peace, teach
that peace should be sought and obtained regardless of the price? Does the Bible
teach that the child of God should be interested in peace to the extent that he should
sacrifice the truth just to say that peace prevails? Do the Scriptures teach that the
faithful child of God, in the name of peace, should idly stand by and remain silent

when error is being promoted and taught? TTie answer to each of these questions is
a resounding NO ! !
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But there are those among us today seekingto lead the church into apostasy and

doing so in the name of peace. There are those attempting to restructure the church
under the guise of love. There are thosestriving to compromise with error under the
cloak of unity. And ifwedo not ariseandexpose thesefalse teacherswhoare speaking
perverse things to draw away disciples after them, then the churchas you and I know
it, that blood bought institution for which the Lord died, will be led into apostasy.
Certainly all who love God love peace. Paul states in Romans 12:18, "If it be
possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men." But brethren it is not
always possible to be at peace with all men while doing the will of God. Thisis what
our Lord meant when He said, "Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I

came not to send peace but a sword" (Matt. 10:34).
When one reads the book of Acts, he can easily see that it was not possible for

the apostles and early Christians to "live peaceably withall men" while doing the will
of God. In Acts 4, Peter and John were threatened and commanded "not to speak at

all nor teach in the name of Jesus." Did Peter and John acquiesce that peace could

prevail? No! They said they could not but speak the things which we have seen and
heard. Then they went back and prayed that the Lord would "Grant unto thy servants
that with all boldness they may speak thy word." Does this sound like compromise
for the sake of so-called unity and peace? In Acts 5, the apostles were imprisoned,

beaten, let go and commanded "that theyshouldnot speak in the name of Jesus." Did
they consent to this command in the name of peace? No, but "they departed from the
presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for
his name. And daily in the temple and in every house, they ceased not to teach and
preach Jesus Christ." (Acts 5:41,42).

In Acts 7 Stephen was stoned to death as a result of his faithful stand for the
truth and the denunciation of error. Does this sound like compromise for alleged

unity? Does this sound like peace at any price? Or does this sound like a faithful child
of God denouncing and exposing error? In Acts 8, the church was scattered abroad
throughout the regionsof Judea and Samaria becauseof persecution. Is this an example
of obtaining peace at any price? Friends, our Lord himselfwas not at peace with those
who were opposed to the truth. Why was he crucified? Because of sacrifice and
compromise in the name of peace, or preaching the truth.
These examples show that it is not always possible to be at peace with all men
while standing for the truth. When one preaches the truth and stands firmly for that
which is right, he will be brought into conflict with those who are in error.
Brethren, God needs men today like those Christians of the first century. Men

who will stand up and face the enemy that truth, rather than peace may prevail. God
needs men who are interested in peace but not peace at the sacrifice and compromise
of truth. James said, "the wisdom that is from above is first pure then peaceable"

(James 3:17) Note the order: first pure then peaceable. Anyone who sacrifices the
purity of the truth for peace is not following James' inspired instruction.The Lord
needs men who will boldly declare that his church is not a denomination, and who

will fight that she may never become one. The Lord needs preachers and elders who
will stand againstfalse doctrine, exposing and rebuking those whoteach it.The church
needs preachers, elders, and faithfulChristianswhowill stand up and battle liberalism.
Too many desire peace with all, rather than rebuking and exposing false doctrine.
Men who are false teachers will make havoc of the church if we do not wage a battle

against them. Evil triumphs when good men do nothing. Those who support false
teachers are guiltyof bidding God speed and should be marked and avoided (2 John
9-11).
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Yes, peace is to be desired, and unity is to be wanted. But not the peace and
unity that is sought and obtained at the compromise and sacrifice of truth. That is not

the peace and true unity of the gospel. True peace and unity will prevail when we
unite upon the truth, God's Word. Anything less is not peace not unity, but com
promise and apostasy.

We have too many today who are crying, "Peace, peace when there is no peace."
(Jer. 6:14).
John G. Priola

KEEP WATCH WITH ME (Matt 26:36-46)
Let us go to Gethsamane to learn a lesson from our Master.

Arriving at thegardenJesusleaves 8disciples to watch, probably against premature
surprise. Then, taking with him Peter, James and John, he enters within and bids

them to 'tarry here, and watch with Me." Then, goes furtheron, and prays, "Father
if it l>e possible, let this cup pass from Me, nevertheless, not as I will, but as Thou

wilt." Jesus is feeling already the burden of the cross. The betrayal, the trial, the
mocking, the scourging, the cursed tree, and all besides which our thoughts cannot
reach. So he prays to the Father. Arising, He comes to the disciples, and finds them
sleeping. He says to Peter "O could you not watch with Meonehour. Watch and pray
that ye enter not into temptation."A second time Jesus goes and prays, and a second
time finds them sleeping.
Here, I must pause, for time and space will not allow me to cover the whole

incident. The lesson we must learn is here contained "Keep Watch with Me."
"Keep watch with Me, it is the Saviour speaking
Keep watch with Me, until the night be o'er.
O! Let Me not return and find you sleeping,
Keep watch with Me, and trust Me, evermore."

Jesus invites us to Watch with Him. How lovingly He calls us. So Great a Master

and yet He desires our companionship. Without Him we are prone to err, to be
defeated in times of temptation, to fall into Sin. In the hour of trial, let us follow His
example. Let us through Him, take it to the Lord in prayer.
"Keep watch with Me, O blessed invitation,
From one o*er all, the King of kings, and Lord of lords.
Let not the foe, overtake you in your weakness;
His hand In yours will perfect strength afford."

Verse38 of our reading records the feelings of Jesus, He says, "My soulisexceeding

sorrowful, even unto death." The weight of the world's sin is bearing heavily upon
Him. This burden he would take to the tree of Calvary; He staggered under the load
of the tree itself, so much so that Simon the Cyrenian was compelled to bear the
weight. See Luke 23:26 which has the suggestion, the foot of the cross was laid on
Simon, to bear it following Jesus. Our sins were the greater load. "All our sins He
carried. All our griefs. He bore." What He endured no tongue can tell, to save our
souls from death and hell. Because He endured suffering of so great a degree. He is
able to help us when we suffer.

In the hour of sorrow, grief and tears. He alone is the great comforter and restorer
of the soul, but we must continue our watch with Him.

"Keep watch with Me, when hearts are filled with sadness,
When eyes are filled with tears, and cares abide,
I am the only one can bring you gladness.
And by My Grace you will be satisfied."
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Watching through the hours of darkness, until the dawn of the New Day, Jesus
has inspired us with new hopes and aspirations of a better life to come, in which all
our former enemies are destroyed. Sickness, disease, Sin and death are no more. All
our trials will be over in a purer world, where righteousness reigns supreme, and we
will need to Watch no more.

"Keep watch with Me, the morning light is breaking,
To herald the approach of God*s New Day.
Your watch will soon be o'er, and rest afforded.
In that fair place where you need watch no more."
Tom Kemp, Hindley, Wigan.

Conducted by
Alf Marsden

BOX
**What does the apostle Paul mean in 1 Cor. 7:14 when he speaks about the unbelieving
husband or wife being consecrated by their believing partners? If the children of such
marriages are 'not unclean but holy% does this mean that they are saved?*'

The letters that Paul wrote to the saints at Corinth contain answers to problems
which were posed to him. The Apostle evidently wrote three letters to Corinth, two
of which we have in the N.T. as 1st and 2nd Corinthians. However, in 1 Cor. 5:9

after he had passed his judgement on the so-called incestuous brother, he says, "I
wrote to you in my letter not to associate with immoral men," and this seems to suggest
that a letter had gone to the saints at Corinth before the one which we call 1st
Corinthians; sadly, this letter seems to have been lost to us. I mention this because

that letter, like 1st Cor. 7, seemsto havebeen concernedwith matters of relationships
and morality, and it is this with which we are concerned in the question.
A further important point has to be made. You will read commentators who will

say that the Apostle spoke or wrote by 'command' or by what they call 'permission',
implying that the latter constitutes his own advice on the statements concerned, and

could easily lead people to assume that such comments would be 'uninspired' and
therefore could be laid aside. This is not true. When Paul wrote to Timothy, "All
scripture is inspired by God" (2 Tim. 3:16) it is a mistake to think that he is referring
solely to the O.T. scriptures. What Paul means when he says in 1 Cor. 7:12, 'To the
rest I say, not the Lord," is that he cannot refer to any extant direct command on the

subjectfrom the Lx)rd, but his, Paul's, comments are certainly as inspired as any other
words in the Bible. Nothing in God's Word can be laid aside. In order to glean the
truth from this important area of the scripture, I believe we shall have to comment
on three fundamental relationships which are contained in this chapter of the 1st
Corinthian letter. Unlike the Apostle, my words are not inspired, therefore you will
haveto studywhat I say in order to see if they are a true reflection of what the Apostle
is teaching us.
MARRIAGE

Paul's remarks about the relationship in marriage are definitive and have divine
sanction, 'To the married I give charge, not I but the Lord, That the wife should not
separate from her husband (but if she does, let her remain single or else be reconciled

to her husband) — and that the husband should not divorce his wife" (1 Cor. 7:10).
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If this scripture speaks anything, it speaks about the indissolubihty of the marriage
bond, and it accords well with the words of Jesus as recorded in Matthew 19:1-12.
Marriage, among other things, is about responsibility. The man or woman renounces
the right to do as he or she pleases; there is now a partner to consider. Each partner
has the power either to ennoble the marriage, or to pervert and abuse it. We ask

ourselves in these days where Paul's exalted view of marriage has gone which he
expressed so gloriously in his letter to Ephesus, ^'Husbands, love your wives, as Christ
loved the church and gave himself up for her"; also **As the church is subject to Christ
so let wives also be subject in everything to their husbands" (Eph. 5:21-33). Unfortu
nately, marriage is now viewed as only one sexual relationship among many, and the
view is now prevailing in many denominational churches that the leaders of such
churches should look sympathetically upon sexual relationships outside the marriage
bond. It now seems that leaders no longer have the will to lead, but are swept along
by the tide of social opinion. Consequently, we have witnessed, and still witness, the
deliberate dilution of the sanctity of the married state. One can only conclude that
all this is for selfish ends; it certainly has nothing to do with God's Will, and one day
the people who are responsible for it will answer to God.
THE IMPACT OF GOSPEL

The Apostle Paul was confronted with problems at Corinth (and other places)
which the Lord had not previously commented on, hence he had no direct command
of the Lord to refer to. A problem such as the desertion of an unbelieving partner
was a case not contemplated in the Lord's words as recorded in Matt. 5:32; and 19:9.
We need, therefore, to examine the text quite closely because the problem referred
to in the question follows on logically from Paul's comments on marriage in the first
few verses of the 7th chapter.
In the first part of 1 Cor. 7:14, Paul says, 'Tor the unbelieving husband is sanctified
by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband." What Paul does
not mean is that the unbelieving partner in each case is saved by the faith of the
believing partner. The faith of the one person cannot be transferred to another person;
this would make a non-sense of the Gospel call for each individual to have faith in
Christ. No; what is meant here is that if the unbelieving partner agrees to remain,

then the marriage is holy, and consequently divorce need not ensue (perhaps this
should indicate to us how much God, Christ, and the inspired writers, abhor divorce).
It is important for us to understand why this should be so, and Paul goes on to explain.
In the second part of vl4 Paul goes on, "else were your children unclean; but now
they are holy". Now we can see the reason for the statement in the first part of the
verse. If the relationship in the marriage is declared holy, then any children of the
marriage must of necessity be holy (legitimate). The questioner asks, "does this mean
that they are saved"? It is at this point that we must be as precise as we can. When
Jesus gave the Great commission He said, *<He that believeth, and is baptised, shall
be saved".The Bible asserts personal accountability with regard to sin, but it is patently
obvious that a child of tender age has neither the ability nor the capacity to believe,
nor would such a child be capable of sinning, therefore we must conclude that it could
not be held accountable for something which it could not do. It is extremely difficult
to understand why partners in a legitimate marriage rush to have their child 'sprinkled'
(so-called baptism) because this would imply that the child was not 'holy', as Paul
teaches in the passage under consideration. There will come a time, of course, when
every person will reach the time of accountability, when there will be the consciousness
of sin; then each person will need to become obedient to the Gospel, and will con
sequently need to believe, repent, confess Christ as God's Son, and be baptised
(immersed in water). That willbe a personal decision, based on response to the Gospel.
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There is, however, a school of thought of which we must beware. It is argued by
some that if the child is 'clean' then it is 'a child of God'. They cite what they call the
Baptismal question, and their argument is that a person is not made a child of God
by being baptised, but that infant baptism affirms that which has already taken place,
i.e., that Paul affirms in 1 Cor. 7:14 that children are 'clean' and therefore children

of God. They say that as Cornelius received the Holy Spirit and was then baptised,
.so children are received by adoption into the Christian family and are then to be
baptised (sprinkled) as a sign of this. A close examination of the scriptures will refute
this argument, and 1 Cor. 7:14 throws no light whatsoever on the question of infant
baptism.
THE PROBLEM OF EXISTING RELATIONSHIPS

Paul goes on to extend his teaching to include the relationships which people had
before they were called to God through the Gospel. In verse 20 he says,"Let every
man abide in the same calling wherein he was called" .This refers to when he was
called by God and saved, whether he was in servitude to someone as a slave, whether

he was Jew or Gentile, or whatever. The circumcised person was not to become
uncircumciscd, and vice versa; as a matter of fact Paul illustrates quite vividly his
estimation of the worth of circumcision, "Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision
is nothing, but the keepingof the commandments of God" (vl9). The relationship with
God is paramount, and the keeping of the commandments of God by the one who
has been saved is vital. "Art thou called being a servant? Care not for it: but if thou
mayest be made free, use it rather" (v21). The Lord's salvation makes the freeman a

slave of Christ; it also makes the slave the Lord's freeman. The important thing to
remember for those who have been called through the Gospel, whether bond or free
when called, is that they are both the slaves of Christ. However, regarding slavery,
Paul shows his mind, "Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servant of men" (v23).
With regard to this part of the text, there is one particular danger which we must
beware of today. There are those who will say and teach that if they are called by the
Gospel when they are members of a denominational church, that they should remain
in that denominational group, even though they understand that the group to which
they belong did not teach them the whole Gospel truth, e.g., immersion in water
(baptism) for the remission of sins, and not holding a Communion Service every first
day of the week. There is, in my opinion, certainly no mandate for this in the verses
we have just considered.
We can well understand, when confronted with problems such as the ones we

have looked at briefly, what the Apostle meant when he said that he had 'the care of
all the churches', but for 'the joy that was set before him' he endured it all. He was
truly 'Christ's man', and we are fortunate in that we have his inspirational wisdom to
guide us.

(All enquiries please to Alf Marsden, 50 Costessy Way,
Winstanley, Wigan. WN3 6ES).

HEAD COVERING AND THE HAIR
I refer to the article "Head Covering and the Hair" by brother John Wood in

the November issue of the Scripture Standard. I respect the scriptural learning which
brotherJohn has acquired and have benefited from it personally.
However, I would like to point out some wording in the article which may inad
vertantly give a wrong impression.

The phrase at the end of the introductory paragraph "apparently it did not suit

the author's purpose to mention thata man must be veiled when praying or prophesy
ing" may be taken to mean that the speaker was manipulating the Scriptures to suita
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theory. From listening to the lecture and discussions with the speaker I do not believe
this to be the case. He accepted the invitation to attend at great personal inconvenience
when not in the best of health and deserves courtesy and credit for doing so. It is up
to us to respectfully examine everything from Scriptures, as did the Bereans.
Brother John infers the speaker's reasoning to mean that if a man cuts as much
as half an inch off his hair he is uncovered and could thus engage in prayer. When
he put this to the speaker during ensuing discussion he was told that a man should
not have long hair.
I disagree with brother John's understanding of 1 Corinthians 11:4. This im
mediately follows Paul's statement in verse 3 that 'the head of every man is Christ;
and the head of the woman is the man: and the head of Christ is

The woman

praying or prophesying with an uncovered head therefore dishonours her head, namely
the man. llie man similarly behaving with a covered head similarly dishonours his
head, namely Christ. The final statement of verse 3 tells us that the head of the Son
is the Father. The prophet Isaiah describes him as the Father's servant (Isaiah
42:1;52:13). In his beautiful prayer to the Father near the end of his earthly ministry
Jesus said *1 have glorified thee on earth having accomplished the work thou hast given
me to do." (John 17:4), and the writer to the Hebrews tells us that 'though he was a
Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered" (Hebrews 5:8). In
Phillipians 2:8 we are told that Jesus Christ '^became obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross." The Scriptures show us that in the relationship between the Father
and the Son, the Son is in loving subjection to the father. I cannot understand brother
John's statement to the contrary.
1 look forward to reading the continuation of brother John's article.
Bill Cook,
22 The Beeches,
Woodside,
Glenrothes. KY SEA.

(The above item was received too late for inclusion in last month's issue.
All, and any material for publication should reach the Editor
prior to the 15th of any month.
Thank you.
Ed.)

QUESTION BOX 2
Dear Bro. Editor,

I have always appreciated Bro. Marsden's column and I think he made some
pertinent, penetrating and telling points on who officiates at public events such as
weddings, funerals and baptisms. It does matter, as he rightly suggests, but I wonder
if his questioner was more concerned over the validity of the ceremony in God's eyes.
Some Christians are genuinely concerned that, if the person performing the cere
mony is not a Biblical Christian — as we understand the term — is the ceremony
valid in God's eyes? Are we scripturally baptised if we understand fully what we are
doing, but the one baptising us does not — or later proves to have been a false
believer? Is our marriage sacred before God, and our vows binding, if a non-Christian

performs the ceremony? That seems to me to be the point behind the question and I
do not believe Alf directed his attentions to it.

Everything Alf said, I would fully endorse and we would be very foolish to ignore
his advice; however, I feel he would conclude, as I do, that any such ceremony has
perfect validity before God no matter what the spiritual state of the one performing
it might be. It is the attitude and understanding of the candidate which validates the
baptism, all marriage vows, irrespective of their context, are binding on us in God's
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eyes, and the final destination of the soul does not depend at all on who dispatches
the body.
Yours in Christ,

Graham A. Fisher,
36 Hallville Road,

Mossley Hill,
Liverpool. L18 OHRT.
(One or two other readers have expressed similar feelings: i.e. a very good answer
but not addressing the validity of these things. Perhaps Alf will have another look at
it when he has the time.
Ed.)

love covers a multitude of sins; for it is
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Psa.51;

Luke 7:36-50

of God (1 John 4:7). The common as
sumption was, and is, that a prostitute's
profession of selling sex debars her in
the end from any experience of genuine

Feb. 17

Isa.55:

Luke8:l-21

human love and alienates her from the

Feb. 24

Psa. 107:23-43

Luke 8:22-39

love of God. But our Lord did not regard
sexual sin as worse than any other sins:
and, if sin excludes us from God's mercy,
what hope have we? The woman's lavish
expression of love was clear proof that
she had found favour with God; for if
hatred indicates a sinful, unforgiving
heart, love is the expression of a soul to
that extent forgiven."

A SINFUL WOMAN FORGIVEN

Luke's gospel has been described by
some as the Gospel of Women. We must
remember that in Palestine at that time

the place of women was very low. For
example, in the Jewish morning prayer
a man thanked God that He had not

made him "a Gentile, a slave or a

woman." But Luke gives a very special
place to women.
This particular woman had lived a
sinful life, but on hearing that Jesus was
in town came and annointed him with

perfume from an alabaster jar. She shed
many tears and her humility in the pre
sence of the Master and her love for

Him was evident for all to see (7:38).
However, Simon, the Pharisee, was dis
pleased with her presence. He said to
himself: '*This man, if he were a prophet,
would have known who and what manner
of woman this is that touches him: for

she is a sinner'* (7:39). Jesus then had
to teach him a powerful lesson by way
of the parable of the creditors and the
debtors. Edward A. Armstrong has writ
ten: "The depth of Lord's insight was
manifested by His words: 'Her great love
proves that her many sins are forgiven'.
Here lies the point of the whole story —

THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER
One of the late W. Carl Ketcher-

side's books is entitled The Parable of
Telstar and Other Talks.

He wrote:

"Have you ever thought of the kind of
talk which Jesus might deliver today if
invited to be a guest speaker at a weekly
luncheon meeting of the Rotary Club?
In all probability he would sprinkle his
address with parables for the record says
of his messages to those of his day,
'Whithout a parable spake he not unto

them*. But what kind of parables would
he now use to illustrate the kingdom of
heaven? Certainly, if a parable is effec>
tive only when drawn from contempor
ary life, he would not talk about
shepherds, flocks and folds. . We are
left to wonder what he would talk about.

However, on this occasion Jesus

drew upon a very common sight in the
countryside — a sower sowing seed. The
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seed fell on four different kinds of soil

because once again they would be "deli

and only the good soil yielded a crop a

vered into chams of darkness to be re

hundred times more than was sown

served unto judgement" (2 Peter 2:4).
So they "besought Jesus that he would

(8:8). Later the meaning of the parable
was given by Jesus (8:11-15). His words
have proved true and prophetic. I am
sure, like you, dear reader, names come
to mind when you read: **Those along

suffer them to enter into the swine"

(8:32), which was allowed. The result
was that *the herd ran violently down a
steep place into the lake and were

the path are the ones who hear and then
the devO comes and takes away the word

choked" (8:33). Not only that, but the

(of God) from their hearts, so that they

measure of health (8:35). Later on he
just could not help himself from telling
others of the great things Jesus had done
unto him (8:39). If only all Christians

may not believe and be saved. Those on
the rock are the ones who receive the

word with joy when they hear it, but they
have no root. They l>elieve for a while,
but in the time of testing they fall away.
The seed that fell among thorns stands
for those who hear, but as they go their
way they are choked by life's worries,
riches and pleasures and they do not ma
ture. But the seed on good soil stands for
those with a noble and good heart, who
hear the word, retain it, and by persev

ering produceacrop" (8:12-15, N.I.V.).
A DEMONIAC HEALED

Demon-possession is a perplexing
subject to many people. There is no
doubt that demons were a reality in
Jesus' day. What were the demons? I
believe that they were fallen angels re
leased temporarily from Tartarus (2
Peter 2:4) to be a part of the great show
down between the forces of God and
the forces of satan while Jesus walked
this earth.

Demons dwelt in the bodies of

human beings and this particular man
whom Jesus encountered had been pos
sessed of them for a "long time" (8:27).
His name was Legion **because many de
mons were entered into hhn*' (8:30).
(Please note that the word devils is an
incorrect translation of the Greek term.

There were many demons, but only one
devil, who is the master of them all.)
Jesus had authority over the demons and

they knew it. On this occasion they did
not want to "go out into the deep (Greek
abnssos, hence our English word abyss)"

possessed man was restored to a full

everywhere would emulate his zeal and
enthusiasm.

JAIRUS' DAUGHTER RAISED

Physical death is the consequence of
the fall of our first parents. The scripture
says: "And it is appointed unto men once
to die, but after this the judgement..."

(Hebrews 9:27). Some die early and
some die in middle age. Some see three
score and ten before passing on and a
very few receive that famous telegram

from the Queen before they have "shuf
fled off this mortal coil," as Shakespeare
described death. In the final analysis,
life and death are in the hands of God.

One of the proofs that Jesus was the
Messiah the Son of the living God was
His having the power to raise the dead.
A good example of this is seen in the
case of Jairus' only daughter (8:4142;49-56). Jesus restored her to life by
simply taking her by the hand and say
ing: "Maid, arise" (8:54). No wonder
the parents were astonished (8:56). One
wonders for how long they managed to
contain themselves from telling others
what was done (8:56).
THE WOMAN WHO TOUCHED
CHRIST'S GARMENT

The miraculous healing of this
woman is found in all three of the synop
tic gospels (Matthew 9:20-22; Mark
5:25-34; Luke 8:43-48). Luke a doctor,
tells us: " . . . who had spent all her
living upon phy^ans, neither could be
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healed of any . .
(8:43). It was only
when she came to the Great Physician

fermline. The chairman was Bro. Ian

that

hours discussion by the audience re
vealed much more to the subject than
first thought and much food for thought
was provided. The next such meeting
will be held, God Willing, on 2nd March,
1991, at Dennyloanhead, when the sub

"she

was

healed

immediately"

(8:47). What led to her cure? Jesus said:
"Your faith has made you whole; go in
peace" (8:48).
We read of the term "virtue" in this

passage (8:46). It Is a translation of the
Greek word Dunamis and means power

(hence, incidently, our English word
dynamite). Jesus, of course, still has he
aling power today. John wrote;
. .
and the blood of Jesus cleanses us from

all sin" (1 John 1:7). Dear reader, are
you washed in the blood of the true
Lamb of God? Are your garments spot
less and white as snow? If not, believe
in Him and obey Him today.
Ian. S. Davidson,
Motherwell.

Davidson, Motherwell. As usual the free

ject will be "In what way were the Apos
tles of Jesus special, and why are there
none today"? The speakers will be Bro.
Jack Nisbet, Haddington, and Bro,
David Chalmers, Dalmellington. The
chairman will be John Wilson, Newtongrange.

Harry McGinn (Sec.)
Hindley: It is with joy in our hearts that
we report the union with Christ Jesus of
two young people; the children of Bro.
and Sister Marsden, who live near
Bamber Bridge. They have recently

been attending the Gospel Meeting, and
also a Bible Study meeting held in the
home of Bro. and Sister John Morgan.
Motherwell: The church here is de

David and Gemma were immersed on

lighted to report an addition to our mem
bership in the person of Mary McGhee,
who was baptised on November 10th,
1990. Mary is to marry our Brother Ian
S. Davidson on January, 19th, and news
of their engagement and forthcoming
wedding has been warmly received by

Lord's Day evening Nov. 20th after
making the good confession. Their in
tention is to meet with us along with
their parents.
We give praise to God and thank
Him for all His wondrous blessings. We
press onwards in the full assurance of
faith, that we shall reap if we faint not.

brethren near and far. We extend our

love and best wishes to them and pray
that they will be an "Aquila and Pris-

Tom Kemp

cilla" for the Lord.

Slamannan District: The Quarterly
Mutual Benefit Meeting took place on
December 1st at New Cumnock when a

goodly number assembled to discuss that
day's question, viz. "John 17: Unity:
Why has this not been achieved among

PERSISTENCE
Nothing in the world can take the place of
persistence.
Talent will not, for there is nothing so
common as the successful man with talent.

the churches? Can it ever be achieved?

Genius will not, for unrewarded genius is
almost a proverb.
Education alone will not, for the world is full

After an excellent tea the two speakers

of educated derelicts.

opened up the subject by their introduc
tory remarks: James Moncrieff, Haddington, and Graeme Pearson, Dun-

omnipotent.

Persistence and determination alone, are

Calvin Coolidge (1872 1933)
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OBITUARY
Kirkcaldy : It is with great sadness that
we record the decease of our sister,

Christine Tobin, who passed on to her
reward on 20th November, 1990, aged
64 years.

Christine became a Christian during
our Autumn Mission in 1983. Although
several people were baptised at that
time, Christine was the only one who
has remained faithful. One of the things
to give her great pleasure was her habit
of giving small gifts to the children of
members. She will also be greatly missed
for her input at our Wednesday evening
Bible Qass.

This month I wish to appeal once
again for money for building materials
to enable our brethren to complete the
work that we helped them start.
I have produced some micro photo
copies (A4) of the plans received from
Koforidua if anyone wishes a copy.
If anyone would like to assist in this
appeal please send cheques to the ad
dress below, made out to "Graeme Pear

son (Ghana Appeal)."
May I express my thanks to everyone
who has supported this Appeal in 1990.
With the intended long stay visit of
brother Bill Cook in 1991 to Ghana I

hope to give the Brotherhood a better
feedback on the work in Ghana than I
have been able to do in 1990.

G. Pearson,

Sister Ruth Moyes.

13 Fairways,
Dunfermline,

GHANA APPEAL

Fife. KY12 ODU.

To date (10/12/90) £17,476.77 has

Tel.: (0383)728624.

been collected for the work in Ghana.

In the past month I have received
information from Ghana concerning the
building programme. Money that has al
ready been sent for this particular need
has been used up and I have received
from Koforidua a copy of the plans and
photographs of the work already started.
The foundations are laid and the con
crete blocks have been laid to nine in

ches above ground level, where the
money ran out.

PHONE NUMBER

Joe Malcolm's new 'phone number is :
0324 714150.

If silence be good for wise men, how
much better must it be for fools.

People will overlook you being poor, but
they will never forgive you for being
poor and dirty.
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THE WEIGHTIER MATTERS
Those of us using the Scripture Reading Cards, of recommended Bible readings
for Sunday worship, will know that we have reached the 6th Chapter of Luke's gospel:
the early verses of which deal with one of the many occasions on which Jesus, and
His disciples, were accused of Sabbath-breaking: a serious charge attracting the deathpenalty. Luke describes how Jesus, and the disciples, while walking through the corn
fields; being hungry, plucked some ears of corn, rubbed them in their hands and ate
the grains. Certain of the Pharisees (some always seemed to be around) demanded
to know from Jesus why he allowed His disciples to "do that which was unlawful on
the sabbath day." This, of course, was not the first, or last, time when Jesus was
challenged upon His apparently 'casual' attitude to the sabbath but it gave Him the
opportunity of an instructive and illuminating reply. The sabbath was, of course, one
of the 'ten commandments' and its violation was a very serious matter: indeed in Num.
15 we read of a man being put to death solely for gathering sticks on that day. God,
through Moses, had said, "Ye shall keep the sabbath therefore for it is holy unto you:
every one that deflieth it shall surely be put to death, for whosoever doeth any work
therein, that soul shall be cut off from among his people. Six days may work be done;
but in the seventh is the sabbath of rest, holy to the Lord; whosoever doeth any work
on the sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death." (Ex. 31:14, 15). From this we

see that the prohibition was against any form of work, and the seventh day was
described as the "sabbath of rest." Thus it was not so much a day of worship, but of rest,
involving every form of life; even animals. Everybody (amongst the Jews that is, from
Moses onwards) was to be allowed to have complete cessation from their burdens
and labours every one day in seven, and this included family members, man-servants,
maid-servants, visiting strangers and even beasts of burden such as an ox and ass
(Duet. 5:14). Presumably God deemed that His people would profit greatly, certainly

physically, and perhaps psychologically, from one complete day of rest every week.
Physical rest was not the only object of the sabbath, of course, for it was a sign between
God and the Jews and had other significance.

Those of us brought up in the countryside have, at one time or another, especially
as children, walked through the corn-fields, like those disciples, winnowing the ears
of corn in our hands, blowing away the husks and eating the grains (usually with a
tummy-ache to follow). An eye had always to be kept open in case we would be

chased by the farmer for purloining his property: after all, to take a turnip from a turnip
field has quite often led to a charge of theft. On this basis, I used to wonder why the
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Pharisees, obviously keen to bring Christ into disrepute, did not accuse Him of taking
the farmer's property without permission, i.e. of theft. However I have since learned
that (in Deut. 23:24) there is a stipulation that the passer-by can enter a neighbour's
vineyard and "eat his fill" of the grapes available, provided that he does not put any
into a vessel and take them away: and likewise, a passer-by can enter a neighbour's
corn-field and "pluck the ears with his hand," provided that he never applies a sickle
to the standing com and takes any away. Thus what Jesus and the disciples did was
quite legitimate and offended the Pharisees only insofar as they considered it "work"
and a violation of the sabbath rules.
"WORK" DIFFICULT TO DEFINE

Those who draft Acts of Parliament and Statutory Instruments know very well
how essential it is to choose words carefully, and how necessary (yet difficult) it is to
define their words fully and accurately. This they must do not only to make themselves
clearly understood, but also to forestall the clever lawyers who are in the business of
finding loopholes in legislation. All that the Mosiac law said was that the people must
not carry out any "work" on the "sabbath of rest," and so it would be left to Moses
to make decisions on a myriad of questions which would arise amongst the people as

to what, exactly, constituted "work." Indeed, when the man (previously mentioned)
was found gathering sticks on the sabbath, the people brought him to Moses and
Aaron because they were in doubt on the matter. It seems also that Moses was not
too sure either, for he put the man in custody until it was decided what should be
done in this case, and whether the sabbath had been broken. Only a few sabbath
ground-rules are mentioned in the O.T. — i.e. no fires could be kindled; food had
to be prepared the day previously and nothing could be bought or sold. We can well
imagine the controversial discussions and wrangling amongst the Jews as to whether
this or that activity came within the prohibition, and referral to higher authority for
decisions. Even today some Jews have very strict ideas on the subject and would not,
on the sabbath, as much as switch a light on, or off, as this would constitute 'work.'
The Rabbis, whose duty it was to read and interpret the Mosiac Law, added to
it until their traditions (The Traditions Of The Elders) became an intolerable burden.
As to the definition of 'work' the Rabbis had 39 basic classifications, but also a great
many sub-classifications with confusing results, some even comical if it were not so
serious. Tying and untying knots were prohibited and led to a formal definition of
'knots' being produced. A camel-driver's knot or a boatman's knot might not be made
unless it could be done with one hand. A woman was not allowed to look in a mirror

in case she might see a grey hair and be tempted to pluck it out: an action which
would be classified by the Rabbis as "reaping" and reaping was certainly prohibited
on the sabbath. Aiid so the Pharisees did not object to Jesus, disciples taking ears of com,
but to rubbing them in their hands. This, to them, would consfitute reaping or winnow
ing. Johnson, in his People's New Testament says (Quote) "The Traditions Of The
Elders had laid down thirty-nine principal prohibitions which were ascribed to the
authority of The Great Synagogue and which were called Abnoth (main rules) from
which stemmed a vast number of Toldoth (derivative rules). For instance, reaping and

threshing were forbidden by the Abnoth and by the Toldoth. It was asserted that
plucking ears of corn was a kind of reaping, and rubbing them was a kind of threshing.
The vitality of these artificial notions among the Jews is extraordinary. Arbarbanel
relates that when, in 1492, the Jews were expelled from Spain, and were forbidden
to enter the city of Fez lest they should cause a famine, they lived on grass: yet even
in this state 'they religously avoided the violation of the sabbath caused through plucking
the grass with their hands'. To avoid this they took the much more laborious method
of grovelling on their knees, and cropping the grass with their teeth. To give one
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further example of the foolishness of their sabbath requirements, they said that if a
Jew put out a lamp from fear (fear of the Gentiles, or of robbers, or on account of
an evil spirit) he is guiltless: but if it is to save oil, he is guilty." (Unquote).
CHRIST'S ATTITUDE TO SABBATH

Jesus was certainly no iconoclast and indeed stated that He came not to destroy
the Mosaic Law but to fulfil. Accordingly, until the law was abrogated on Christ's
cross. He kept the law and observed the sabbath. Luke says that
His custom was'*
Jesus entered the synagogue on the sabbath day (Luke 4:16). However, although
Jesus kept the sabbath day. His whole approach to it differed, as we can imagine,
from the Jews in general and from the Pharisees in particular. When challenged on
this occasion over the matter of eating the ears of com, He gave a crushing reply by
asking those doctors of the law if, in their regular studies of the law, they had never
read what David did, when he and his company were hungry. He reminds them that
on account of hunger, David did a most unlawful thing, by entering into the tabernacle
and taking the twelve loaves from the Holy Place and eating them, sharing them with
his companions. David did not deem it necessary to die of starvation when bread was
available: albeit sacrilegiously obtained. Necessity had, apparently, a much higher
claim than ceremonial, and if David could eat the shewbread because he was hungry,
surely Christ's disciples could eat a few ears of corn on the same principle. Furthermore,
Jesus asked those Pharisees if they had never read in the law how that the Priests, by
virtue of the very nature of their duties, broke the sabbath continually, yet were
deemed to be blameless (Matt. 12:5). Jesus also postulated, in this context, the dilemma
of the Rabbi who, required by the law to circumcise a child on the eighth day, finds
that that eighth day falls on the sabbath. Is he to break the law by not circumcising

the child the eighth day? or is he to violate the sabbath by doing so? In practice, the
child was circumcised and the sabbath broken: thus demonstrating that ordinary com
mon sense was not entirely redundant even when dealing with the ordinances and
commandments of God.

Yes, until it was abolished, the sabbath had to be observed but certainly not in
the miserable and ridiculous way required by the Scribes and Pharisees. Christ's
revulsion at the burdensome traditions applied to the sabbath, and foisted upon the
people by the religious leaders, is very evident: and their thinly veiled hypocrisy
angered Him. They would pull their cow out of a pit on the sabbath but objected to
Him healing a cripple on the same day. Such was the spiritual condition of the Jews
at that time, and their stunted perception of the sabbath. Jesus reminded them that
the sabbath had been made for man (for his well-being): man had not been made for
the sabbath. Evidently this fact had been lost sight of. The sabbath was sacrosanct
but common humanity took precedence. Standing there in the corn-field Jesus con
cluded His rebuff of the Pharisees by quoting to them the words of God through
Hosea (6:6) "For I desired mercy, and not sacrlfiee'% and telling them that the Jews
had never understood the meaning of that statement, for if they had they would not
have condemned the guiltless. (Matt.12:7). This scripture was evidently regarded by
Jesus as a very important lesson to learn, for He quoted it more than once (see Matt.
9:13). One wonders if, today, we are any nearer to knowing what God meant by these
words?
THE WEIGHTIER MATTERS

You may be asking about the relevance of all this and wondering what it has to
do with 20th Century Christians? On the face of it, the Pharisees must often have
wondered why Jesus was mainly hostile towards them. After all, they were an elite
religiousgroup who, at a time of open religiouslaxityamongfellowJews, had separated
and dedicated themselves to pursue a purification of Jewish religious life, and to seek
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a revival and strict observance of God's ordinances, as originally intended. (Sounds
like the aims of our Restoration Movement)! They also insisted upon an unadulterated
Jewish ceremonial and devoted every waking hour to a study of God's word, its

interpretation and exposition. Doubtless they expected that Jesus would commend
them for all that. They also prayed more vehemently than average; washed (ritually)
oftener; fasted oftener and longer and were the one sect which actively sought prose
lytes, or converts, to the Jewish faith. They were meticulous, even fanatical, in their
exacting observance of the law, and would readily have died for their faith. All this
would be regarded as extremely commendable in church members today, were they
to match such high standards; yet Jesus denounced and castigated the Pharisees.
Why did Jesus upbraid them? Was it just because they were hypocritical? Yes,
they made long prayers at street corners to be seen of men; they gave alms ostentati
ously; they revelled in greetings in the market-place; they disfigured their faces while
fasting, to exaggerate the pain etc. but then surely there's a bit of hypocrisy in all of
us; we all like the plaudits of men; and we all employ double standards: we all demand
a higher standard in others than we look for in ourselves. No; there was, perhaps,
much more to it than hypocrisy: spirital blindness was also involved, for they had
never understood, (as Jesus said) the words of Hosea 6:6 "I will have mercy and not
sacrifice". In their quest for ceremonial accuracy, and their splitting-of-hairs over
correct procedure, they had forgotten completely what their religion was all about.
Their faith had been reduced to meetings, the observance of rules and small details,
and was in reality an empty shell. Jesus said to them, "Ye pay tithes of mint, anise
and cummin (even the smallest tithes) and yet ye have omitted the weightier matters

of the law, Judgement, Mercy and Faith.'* (Matt. 23:23). They were punctilious in the
smallest tithe yet had lost touch with the weightier matters. It's possible to be so

pre-occupied with the letter that we lose the spirit. Jesus taught that true godliness
consisted not in form but in substance; not in show but in heart: not in details but in

the great rules of Life; not in strictures on others but in love and understanding.
Certainly we must study God's word, and take every word of it very seriously indeed,
(so did the Pharisees), but when we apply our knowledge of His word we must do it
with humility, humanity, patience, mercy, understanding, compassion and with a little
bit of common-sense. Wise as serpents yet harmless as doves.
Editor.

GLEANINGS
"Let her glean even among the sheaves." Ruth 2:15
THE GOD OF PATIENCE

"For whatsoever things .s were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we
through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.
Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be likemlnded one toward another
according to Christ Jesus:
That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ.**

(Romans 15:4—16)
ROBERT MOFFAT

"F.S. Amot, the African pioneer missioner, asked the veteran African worker,
Moffat, what was the first requisite for work abroad. He replied, "The first is patience,
the second is patience, the third is patience.*' "Ye have need of patience."
(Hebrews 10:36).
JESUS SAID

"In your patience possess ye your souls."

(Luke 21:19).
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A CHORUS

"Jesus, my Saviour, In my behaviour, Help me to be like Thee; Harmless and
holy, Lx)ving and lowly. Patient and pure like Thee."
THE BIBLE SPEAKS

"And not only so, but we gloi7 in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation
worketh patience;

And patience, hope."

(Rom. 5:3,4).

"My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations: Knowing this,
that the trying of your faith worketh patience:

"But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting
nothing."
James 1:2-4

"Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses,
let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run
with patience the race that is set before us."
(Hebrews 12:1).
WORKING AND WAITING

"We have need of patience. We should learn to wait as well as labour, to listen
as well as speak, to rest as well as toil. There are moments and hours in life when the
supreme duty is to do nothing, to stand quiet and patient, waiting trustfully for God
to work, or for the time to come when we can act. Immeasurable harm has been done
oftimes by impatience which could not stand and wait."
J.R. Miller.

MORE WISE WORDS FROM W. RILEY

"You mun treat her, sir, as you mean to treat your garden—^tum t' wilderness
into a rose-plot, That'll take time an' patience, an' all."
"I've known dark days afore, but none as dark as these. All t' same, I've no

patience wi' them 'at won't light their bits o' candle but sits moping and crying like
childer 'at's no more sense."

"I said I would gamble on you. Jack," he said, 'but what I am really doing is
something different. This is an investment — an investment in a life. In the best of
all law-books — a Book that I am fond of reading and that I find very helpful — there

is a story of a man who scattered seed over the ground. Some fell on thorns, some
on the trodden path, but some into good soil which brought the man an excellent
return on his investment. I must wait and see what 1 get out of this. Good-bye."
SEEK PEACE

"Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it." Psalm 34:14.
"The Lord Jesus could be moved with compassionate concern for the multitudes;
He could sigh over the sufferings of the afflicted; He could weep at the grave of
Lazarus; He could marvel at Men's unbelief; He could thunder forth His anger at
the hypocrisy of the Scribes and Pharisees;
He could be "troubled" in prospect of His agony; He could suffer as no other;
yet this is the One Who none the less gives to us the most wonderful picture of peace
we could ever find or desire, and Who says to us: "Peace I leave with you; My peace
I give unto you; not as the world giveth give l unto you. Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid ..."

"Fundamentally, peace is a matter not of our emotions but of our convictions.
In these days opinions have taken the place of convictions; that is why there is so
little peace and so much restlessness. A man holds his own opinions, and changes
them as he will; but a man's convictions hold him. A man will argue for his opinions:
he will die for his convictions, as Sir Robert Anderson said: "Opinions are our own

y
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and should not be too firmlyheld. Truth is Divine, and isworth livingand dyingfor."
J. Sidlow Baxter.

Selected by Leonard Morgan.

IF YOU HAVE SINNED
R.H. Boll
It is a serious thing, and not to be regarded lightly. My first word, like John's,
would be, *These things I write unto you that ye may not sin." But that is not the last
word, thank God; for John goes on to say,
any man sin, we have an Advocate with
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteons; and he is the propitiation for our sins ..." (1
John 2:1-2).
There is a difference in sins. The Bible speaks of great sins a man may commit,
which implies that some other sins are of a minor character. But we are not always
able to estimate the relative gravity of our offences. Some sins may seem small to us
because they are common and habitual; in God's sight they are great. In any case the

least sin isnotsmall inGod's sight; and ifuniforgiven would make salvation impossible.
And there are great sins. 'There is a sin unto death/* John says. **AI1 unrighteousness
is sin. And there is a sin not unto death" (1 John 5:16,17). Of this we shall have
something to say further on.
Say, then, that you have sinned — perhaps a great sin: what now will you do?
It is a critical time. You may take a wrong step and go down into indifference and
fatal, final hardening. Or you may be forgiven and humbly rejoice in His mercy and
His forgiving love. It depends on the attitude you take, and what you do about it.
First of all the facts must be faced. Do not minimize your guilt. Do not put yourself
off with excuses. When you deal with God you must above all things be honest. You
must come as you are, without pretence or any attempt at concealment. There is
nothing hid from His sight, and '*all things are naked and laid open before the eyes of
him with whom we have to do.*' Now, «*if we confess our sins", says John again, **he
is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness"

(1 John 1:9). Will you believe that? 'I acknowledged my sin unto thee," said David,
"and mine iniquity did I not hide. I said I will confess my transgressions unto Jehovah;
and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin** (Ps. 32:5).
"Is it enough," you may ask, "to confess my sin unto God?" Yes for forgiveness

it is. For sin is always and primarily against God (Ps. 51:4), But if God's honour, or
the demands of righteousness, calls for confession before men or to men, granting
you are sincere in the matter, you will not fail to make things right in this regard. If
your sin was a public one you must confess it publicly. If by your sin someone was
injured and by your confession the wrong can be righted, you must confess it to the
parties concerned. If it was between you and God alone, to Him alone you need
confess—though even it is good and helpful to confess to faithful brethren also (James
5:16).
The Basts Of Righteousness

You may have noticed the recurrence of the word "righteous," in the passages
above quoted. **He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins.** And, **we have an
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous." So David also: 'Deliver me
from bloodguiltiness O God of my salvation, and my tongue shall sing aloud of thy
righteousness" (where we might have expected the word "mercy"). Or, again, when
pleading for forgiveness, *1n thy faithfulness answer me, and in righteousness" (Ps.
51:14; 143:1-2). Now righteousness means justice; and is it justice we want? God
forbid. Yet God is just and cannot be otherwise. Where then does His righteousness
come in, in forgiving the sinner? John tells us: "We have an Advocate with the Father,

Sv
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Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the propitiation (the atoning sacrifice) for our sins
. . God gave His Ail, His Best, when He gave His Son to die for our sins. And He
did it that He "might be just and the justifier of him that hath faith in Jesus" Rom.
3:26). Now He can forgive righteously.
'That He Might Be Feared"
'There is forgiveness with thee that thou mayest be feared," said the psalmist.
The forgiveness of God fills with a holy fear. All through the Old Testament God
inculcated the lesson that sin is a terrible thing, and it calls for blood, and that only
the death of the poor victim at the altar could avail to meet its guilt. But those Old
Testament sacrifices did only foreshadow the real truth: 'for it is impossible that the
blood of bulls and goats should take away sins." It required a truer sacrifice — the
blood of One who was the dearest, the purest, the most precious and beloved, the
Son of His love, and His awful death upon the cross, to lift that debt. 'He is the
propitiation for our sins."

"My sins, my sins, my Saviour, — Their guilt I never knew
Till with thee in the desert — I near thy passion drew;

Till with thee in the garden — I heard thy pleading prayer.
And saw the blood-drops falling, — That told thy sorrow there."
Now come, my brother, and gladly receive that forgiveness which was there
bought for thee — rejoice and be glad — but rejoice with trembling. It is free, no
fee, to you — free yet not cheap. "There is forgiveness with thee that thou mayest be
feared" (Ps. 130:4)
Cast Not Away Your Boldness

But to go back to our first question — you have sinned. Now one great danger
is that you may get discouraged and think there is no use of starting over. "No use"
is the devil's word. When you hear that, or it is suggested to your mind he is behind
it. God says there is use. "Cast not away therefore your boldness which hath great
recompense of reward." Whatever may have happened — cast not away your boldness
(Heb. 3:6,14). We are not left without hope and without help. John says, "If any man
sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, and he is the
propitiation for our sins."

"Five bleeding wounds he bears — Received on Calvary,
They pour effectual prayers — Before that throne for me:
Forgive him, O forgive the cry, — Nor let that ransomed sinner die."
"Having then a great high priest, who hath passed through the heavens, Jesus the
Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we have not a high priest that cannot
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but one that hath been in all points
tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore draw near with boldness unto
thy throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and may find grace to help us in time
of need." (Heb. 4:14-16).
Doubts and Fears

It seems hard for us small minded mortals to believe in the free, whole-hearted

disinterested love of God, and His full and free forgiveness. We feel there must be
some sort of hitch in it — it can't be jusf so good and free as that. And often after
we have penitently sought the Lord's forgiveness, we still carry the load of guilt around
with us, and with a haunting fear. Perhaps we didn't fulfil all the "conditions?" Our
repentance was not perfect? Or maybe we were not sincere enough? And so on. Often
the preacher adds to these doubts and fears. Anxious to uphold the high standards,
he represents salvation as if it were placed on top of a greased pole, and exhorts his

hearers to climb for it. That makes unhappy Christian lives. Moreover it is impossible
to live right with a bad unsatisfied conscience. The forgiveness of sins is the very
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foundation of the Chrtistian life. We can have it by faith, and faith takes the Lord at
His word. "But I have sinned but asked for forgiveness so often I fear the Lord doesn't
think I mean it," says one. A man once remarked that the passage that tells us to
forgive seventy times seven (Matt. 18:22) is the hardest in the Bible. "I think it is the
sweetest in the Bible," another answered. "How can you say that?" replied the first
man. "Well do you think the Lord wants us to be better than He is? If He tells me
to forgive seventy times seven, will not He do so too? I can go to Him time and time
again, and He will forgive me again." That is not the best way, but it is even so; and
we sometimes need that encouragement. However He not only forgives, but is able
also "to break the power of cancelled sin, and set the prisoner free." '*Unto him that
loveth us and loosed us from our sins by bis blood. . . (Revelation 1:5).
R.H.B. (Adapted).

Conducted by
Alf Marsden

"What is the correct meaning of

. sin lieth at the door . . . . Gen. 4:7"
The brother who sent this question refers to two further scriptures. One he calls
the 'keystone scripture', and that is Gen. 3:15, which says, "And I will put emnity
between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." This, of course, is God speaking to the serpent,
whom we identify as Satan. The generally accepted interpretation of this scripture is
that the seed of the woman (identified in 'the fulness of time' as Christ Himself),
would deal a mortal blow to Satan (i.e. destroy his ultimate power over God's creation),
and that in the process of so doing, Christ would suffer a non-mortal blow (i.e.. His
physical body would suffer the pangs of death, but the glorious power of God would
ensure that death could not hold His Christ, and that He would rise triumphant over
sin and death); hence, the use of the phrase 'keystone scripture'.
The other scripture referred to by our brother is 2 Cor. 5:21 which reads, "For
he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him." This, of course, refers to Christ being sacrificed for sin.
Our brother thus refers to Christ as the 'sin offering', and wonders if *sin offering* is
meant in Gen. 4:7, part of which is quoted in the question. This really seems to be
the basis of the question.
SETTING THE SCENE

Gen. 4 tells of the birth of Cain to Adam and Eve. We also leam that another

child is born to them and he was called Abel. The brothers had different occupations;
Cain was a tiller of the ground, and Abel was a shepherd. In the process of time each
of them offered the fruits of their labours; Cain brought the fruits of the ground that
he had tilled, and Abel brought an animal of the firstlings of his flock. Abel's offering
was acceptable to God, and Cain's offering was unacceptable. Thus runs the narrative.
It is at this point that the further reasoning becomes a little speculative.
THE REASONING

There are those who argue — and with some justification — that because Abel's
offering was accepted then God must have given prior instruction as to what He
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wanted, but there is no textual confirmation of that; at least, I don't know of any.
What we can say, however, is that the conduct of Adam and Eve was unrighteous.
Why? Because they failed to live up to the standard of righteousness, i.e., they
disobeyed God's explicit instruction not to eat of the fruit of the tree of knowledge
of good and evil; instead, they listened to the lies of Satan and did eat. I find it rather
significant that when Jesus scathingly denounced the scribes and Pharisees (see Matt.
23), that during the denunciation He said "That upon you may come all the righteous
etc." (v. 35). It seems
blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel
to me that if Jesus could refer to Abel as 'righteous', then that righteousness could
only have been achieved by Abel doing God's Will, no matter how that Will might
have been communicated in the first instance. The supreme righteousness of God is
seen in His justice and mercy, and it would have been against the nature of God to
have told Abel what He wanted, and to have left Cain in the dark; even sinful man

would find it difficult to condemn someone who didn't know what was expected of him!
There is, however, another angle to this problem. To paraphrase the text in Gen.
4, God said to Cain, "Why are you sulking because your offering was unacceptable?
If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you don't do well, then sin lies at
the door" This might lead us to believe that the phrase 'if you do well' referred to
the respective lives lived by Cain and Abel up to that point in time, and that the
individual offerings had nothing to do with the outcome. I feel that this view, however,
only serves to reinforce the previous argument. If 'doing well' implies living an accept
able and righteous life before God, then there would seem to be the strong probability
that some guidance would have been given by God. If that is so, then Abel would
have 'done well' in responding positively to the guidance of God, and Cain would
have 'not done well' in following his own inclinations, or should we say, the promptings
of Satan.

Gen. 4:7 demands a little further exploration. The R.S.V. reads "If you do well,
will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is couching at the door; its
desire is for you, but you must master it." The verb 'to couch' means to adopt a
position of waking rest (like an animal) ready to spring and attack when the opportunity
presents itself.' In Rom. 5 Paul says ". . . by one man sin entered into the world, and
death by sin . . . . Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses even over them
that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression." (w. 12-14). So if

death is the result of sin, and death reigned from Adam to Moses, then sin must have
reigned from Adam to Moses and would therefore have covered the period of time
prior to the recorded incident in Gen. 4:7. I think we can safely conclude that God
would have warned us against sin, and furthermore, I would not dismiss the thought
that Adam and Eve, the parents of Cain and Abel, would have taught their children
about the dire consequences which sin had wrought against them when they had
succumbed to the temptation of Satan and had disobeyed the warnings of God. There
fore, my conclusion at this point would be that Abel's offering constituted a 'sin
offering' (in line with God's later directives), and that Cain's offering, as such, could
not therefore have satisfied the requirements of God. Perhaps some comment on the
nature of sin would help us, and in a discussion of this I would like to include the 2
Cor. 5:21 passage.
THE NATURE OF SIN

There is no simple definition of sin. The only adequate way to describe it is to
refer it, as the Bible does, to the Will or the Law of God which it contravenes. In 1
John 3:4 we read, "Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the

transgression of the law." Paul also says, "I had not known sin, but by the law"
(Rom. 7:7). He then goes on to argue the usefulness of the law, "... the law is holy,
and the commandment holy, and just, and good . . . that sin by the commandment

26

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

might becomeexceedingsinfuF' (It is helpful to read and study the whole of Rom. 7).

The mistake some people make is in looking at the law as imperfect (it is true,
of course, that the law could not save; it was, argues Paul, our schoolmaster to bring
us to Christ), nevertheless, it was the expressed will of the living God; it was God
speaking to man, and as such was not an abstract idea. The Psalmist confirms that
sin is not defection against an abstract idea; he says, "Against Thee,"Thee only, have
I sinned" (Ps. 51:4), and, of course, he means God.
The modern idea that sin constitutes a 'misdemeanour' against human nature and
social conscience is not biblical; it includes offences against persons, of course, but if
God has said specifically, '^hou shalt not steal", or 'thou shalt not kill", then if offences
like that are committed against the person, there is no way of escaping the fact that
it is sin against God, and the sooner mankind realises that, the better. The awful price
that had to be paid to alleviate the guilt of sin should make us analyse our every
thought and action. God gave mankind the final exposure of sin when Jesus, His Son,
had to die on the cross.

In Cor. 5:21 Paul uses these words, "For our sake he made him (Jesus) to be sin
who knew no sin, so that in him (Jesus) we might become the righteousness of God."
Paul here makes the definitive claim that Jesus did not commit sin. S. Bagsters
Eng.Gk.N.T. omits the words 'to be' and reads, "For him, who knew not sin he made
for us sin", in other words, God 'treated as sin' the One "who knew no sin", and

realising this we can perhaps understand that awful cry of Jesus from the cross, "My
God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me", but we cannot probe too deeply the agony
of the Godhead in the resolution of sin. The Hebrew writer has well said, "How much
more shall the blood of Christ, who through the Eternal Spirit, offered himself without

spot to God . . . . etc." Jesus was truly 'the sin offering'; not only did He fill the
priestly function of 'offering'. He Himself was the offering, and as the Writer says,
"For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified" (Heb. 10:14).
CONCLUSION

So what is the sum of the teaching? My own conclusion is that the offering made
by Abel was a 'sin offering* and pointed to the great 'sin offering' of Christ Himself.
I would like to conclude with two more statements from the Hebrew letter which

perhaps shed a little more light on the subject. In Heb. 11:4 we read, "By faith Abel
offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness
that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh."
Yes, the 'righteous' Abel speaks to us today and encourages us to live acceptably
before God. In Heb. 12:2 we are advised to 'look unto Jesus the author and Hnisher

of our faith; who for the Joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God." Yes, He is an example
to each one, but we are not made acceptable to God by an example, great though it
was; we are saved by a 'sin offering*, and what a sin offering! The Son of God Himself,
and to cap it all. He still makes intercessions for those who will be obedient to Him
through the Gospel. Hallelujah, what a Saviour!

(All questions, please, to Alf Marsden, 20 Costessy Way,
Winstanley, Wigan. WN3 6ES.)

A PLEA FROM THE HEART
All night they come — 365 nights a year — ambulances and police cars, and out
stagger (if they're lucky) the drunks, men gasping for breath, kids 'high' on drugs,
seeing weird and terrifying scenes, battered wives and little ones, the overdoses, frantic

relatives, lives ruined by rape and abortions, over-worked policemen, beautiful girls
scarred for life because someone smashed a glass and crushed it into the nearest face.
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Road traffic-accident victims, young and old folks — bruised and bleeding after being
mugged. Aids sufferers staring death in the face—a heart-breaking stream of suffering.
Inside casualty the nurses face violence, verbal aggression, mindless laughter and
taunts, stupid answers to important questions.
Exhausted doctors see the 'regulars' yet again — and send them to a short stay

ward, smelling of alcohol, vomit and dirty clothes. Into bed they fall, to sleep off the
effects of the 'night out' to wake to another day—smoking, drinking, stealing, begging.
The injured go to wards where the nurses will try to ease the pain — or to theatre
where the repair work begins. Some go to the mortuary.
Brethren, do you think this is an exaggeration of how this permissive society
suffers? In twenty years of night nursing at a city hospital I've seen thousands of
patients — many dying horrible deaths from cirrhosis of the liver, lung cancer, drug
abuse. Aids, V.D., assaults and many diseases. I don't think any words can describe
the real thing — it is no exaggeration.
ALCOHOLISM

You may wonder why I am writing this. I have been horrified, saddened and
extremely worried to hear that some Christians are smoking and drinking in their own

homes. Is it right to bring poison — which alcohol certainly is — (how often we see
young men die after a 'celebration') within easy reach of our children and young
members of the church and to give them the impression that it's harmless? Would
you ask a teenager to inject with heroin to see if he would become an addict? or
suggest a glue-sniffing session, or an experiment with 'crack', because you might have
a fantastic 'trip?' Of course you wouldn't! Alcohol causes more misery than drugs,
glue and all the other addictions put together.
Our families visit each other and maybe your child will be offered a drink. How
tragic if he or she becomes an alcoholic. No one knows until the first drink or the first
cigarette whether they will be able to control the craving. It only takes one drink to
start a life-time's agony. Please teach your families from the earliest days, both by
words and example, that cigarettes, alcohol and drugs, are dangerous and painful.
TRAGIC RESULTS

On Monday I came home to find my daughter Carole and my very close friend
in tears. Why? Because on Saturday evening my friend's youngest son, a fine, handsome,
strong, clever 26 year-old man had gone to his home, written two notes, then committed
suicide. His shattered dad found him dead. Dead, because for ten dreadful years he
was an aggressive lonely alcoholic — drinking fifteen pints of strong beer some nights.
His wife had said that day that they couldn't live together anymore. Their beautiful
baby was going out of his life, and the future without them was unbearable.
Brethren, please don't be guilty of causing any little ones to stumble. Our loving
heavenly Father has given us advice which save us from the misery of abuse if we
take it. Please read Prov. 20:1; Prov. 23:20-21; Prov. 23:29-35; Prov. 26:9; Prov. 31:4-7.

Surely we're the people who should be trying to denounce the vicious teaching
in magazines, on television and in the newspapers that bad things are good and that
we are the losers by not trying them out. How clever the devil is.
We have the true vine — with the promises of love, joy and peace — harmony
and happy family life and all the blessings we can think of. Let us enjoy and treasure
these, and pray for the millions who suffer because they haven't been loved and taught
that life can be full with Jesus, and care for those we know who need us desperately.

May our homes always be a safe haven and a place where hope can replace despair.
For Jesus' sake and in His love.
Gretchen Ashurst.

Sretford, Manchester, U.K.
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God is a vitally important subject to all
students of the Bible. The best material

Mar. 3
Mar. 10
Mar.l7
Mar.24

Isa.38:
Ex. 16:9-36
Ex. 33:17to34:9
Num. 11:16-29

Luke 8:40-56
Luke 9:1-17
Luke9:18-36
Luke9:37-50

MaT.31

2Kingsl:

Luke9:51-62

THE VALUE OF ONE SOUL

Jesus said: "If any man will come
after me, let him deny himself and take

up his cross daily and follow me. For
whosoever will save his life shall lose it:
but whosoever will lose his life for my

sake, the same shall save it. For what is
a man advantaged, if be gain the whole
world and lose himself, or be cast away?
For whosoever shall be ashamed of me

and of my words, of him shall the Son
of man be ashamed, when he shall come

in His own glory and in His Father's and

of the holy angels" (9:23-26).
Why was man created? In Revelation
4:11 we read: 'Thou art worthy, O Lord,

to receive glory and honour and power:
for thou hast created all things and for

thy pleasure they are and were created."
In essence, how does man please God?
The Hebrew writer declared: "But with

out faith it is impossible to please Him:
for he who comes to God must believe

that He is, and that He is a rewarder of
those who diligently seek Him" (11:6).
Faith in God, of course, means faith in
His Son. To believe God is to believe
Jesus and to believe Jesus is to believe

God (John 12:44). In the final analysis,
Christian faith is a personal faith in the
Master. Yes, it can be said : "Jesus died
for all mankind": but it can also be said:
"Jesus died for me." The death of Jesus

of Nazareth on Calvary's tree for the
guilty sinner, established forever the
worth of every human being before God.
THE KINGDOM OF GOD

Jesus said: "But I tell you of a truth,
there be some standing here, who shall

not taste of death, till they see the King

dom of God" (9:27). The Kingdom of

I have read on it is by Alexander
Campbell in his great volume THE
CHRISTIAN SYSTEM. For example
he wrote: "We must understand the

type, or we cannot understand the an
titype. We must understand that which
is natural before we can understand that

which is spiritual. What then are the es
sential elements of a kingdom as existing
among men? They are five, viz.: King,
Constitution, Subjects, Laws and Territ
ory." He then went on in his essay to
discuss the spiritual kingdom's name,
constitution, the king, the subjects, the
laws, the territory, manners and cus
toms, induction into the kingdom of
heaven, the coming of the kingdom, the
ascension of the Messiah, the coronation

of the Messiah and the present administ
ration of the kingdom. He pin-pointed
the day of Pentecost (Acts 2) as the com
mencement of the reign of heaven in the
person of the Messiah, the Son of God
and the anointed Monarch of the uni

verse. "Under Him His people, saved
from their sins, have received a kingdom
which cannot be shaken or removed."

Daniel, the prophet, wrote of this
kingdom six hundred years before it was
established. "And in the days of these
kings shall the God of heaven set up a
kingdom, which shall never be de
stroyed: and the kingdom shall not be
left to other people, but it shall break in
pieces and consume all these kingdoms
and it shall stand forever" (2:44).

Earthly kingdoms come and go, but
God's kingdom goes on forever. What
a privilege it is to be a citizen of God's
eternal kingdom! What innumerable
blessings are enjoyed within it!
THE TRANSFIGURATION

The transfiguration took place on a
mountain (9:28). Both Matthew and
Mark call it a high mountain (Matthew
17:1; Mark 9:2). Some commentators
have speculated that the mountain in
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question was Mount Hermon, which is

and John wanted the Samaritans of the

9,400 feet above sea-level and sited in
northern Israel, fourteen miles from

village destroyed because of their
bigotry and racial prejuduce. The apos
tles recalled the action of Elijah against
Ahaziah's messengers (2 Kings 1). But

Caesarea Philippi (modem Banias).
Last summer I visited this area and

found it most impressive.
William Barclay has written: "The
significant feature of the transfiguration
story is the way in which its every detail
either links Jesus with the greatness of
the past or nerves Him for the challenge
of the future. In Jewish history the
mountain tops were always close to God.
It was on Mount Sinai that Moses re

Jesus would have none of it. He rebuked

James and John by saying: "You know
not what manner of spirit you are oP
(9:55). Adam Clarke has commented:
"Jesus is saying, you do not consider that
the present is a dispensation of infinite
mercy and love; and that the design of
God is not to destroy sinners, but to give
them space to repent, that he may save

them unto etem^ life. And you do not

ceived the Law from God (Exodus
31:18); and it was on Mount Horeb that
Elijah had had his revelation of the God

consider that the zeal which you feel
springs from an evil principle, being
more concerned for your own honour

who was not in the wind, and not in the

than for the honour of God."

earthquake, but in the still small voice
(1 Kings 19:8-12). The very act of going
up into Mount Hermon was that act of
drawing near to God."
It was Moses and Elijah who ap
peared to Jesus. These were the two sup
reme figures of the Jewish religion.
Moses was the supreme law-giver and
Elijah the supreme prophet. But we

Jesus' standards are the complete op
posite of the world's standards. Hatred

read: ''And there came a voice out of the

cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son:
hear Him" (9:35).

The apostle Peter who never forgot this
"mountain-top" experience, later wrote

"For we have not fc^owed cunningly de

is of the world: love is of the Master.

This love (Greek agape) extends even
to the Christian's enemies. Jesus taught:
"Love your enemies, bless them that
curse you, do good to them that hate you,
and pray for them who despitefiilly use
you and persecute you; that you may be
the children ofyour Fatter who is heaven

. .

(Matthew 5:44-45). Our Lord, of

course, fulfilled these words in His life.
There is this to note about Jesus: He has

never asked His disciples to do anything
that He Himself was not willing to do.
IAN S. DAVIDSON
Motherwell

vised fables, when we made known
unto you the power and coming of our

Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewit
nesses of His Majesty. For he received
from God the Father honour and glory,
when there came such a voice to Hbn

from the excellent glory, "This is my be
loved Son, in whom I am well pleased.*'
And this voice which came from heaven

we heard, when we were with Him in the

holy mount'* (2 Peter 1:16-18).
TO SAVE, NOT TO DESTROY
Jesus said: "For the Son of man is

not come to destroy men's lives, but to

save them" (9:56). The context of his
words should be carefully noted. James

REBUILD
Over a period of years a clear
comprehensive understanding of the
identity of the New Testament church
became settled in the minds of God

fearing people.
(1) They
rejected totally all
creedbooks as divisive, foreign to New
Testament teaching. Their plea was "No
book but the Bible, no creed but the
Christ."

(2) They accepted God's Word as
their only rule of faith and practice. If
a practice was not authorised in express
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terms or approved precedent from the
New Testament, it was rejected.
(3) They respected what the Book
said, or allowed, but respected equally
divine silence. On the lips of the
movement were the watchwords, "We

speak where the Bible speaks, we are
silent where the Bible is silent."

(4) Avoiding

denominational

errors, the restorationists insisted on
calling "Bible thin^ by Bible names."

They rejected all human names. They
refused denominational distinctions or

appellations as partisan and divisive,

liiey would be called only Christians.
(5) These godly people preached a
respect for divine ordinances. They
found

the

New Testament

revealed

baptism was only for believers — not
infants (Mark 16:16). They learned that
it was by immersion only, never
sprinkling or pouring (Rom. 6:3-4). Of
the Communion Service, they taught
and practiced keeping the "ordinances
as delivered" (1 Cor. 11:2) — just as
they were kept in New Testament times.
(6) They recognised the local church
as autonomous — independent and selfgoverning. They rejected legislative
councils and conventions, allowing no
such

to

rule

them.

Elders

of

a

congregation acted as shepherds of the
flock, not lords. All Christians were

subject to the teaching of the New
Testament.

Such

was

the

bent

of

these

restoration
pioneers.
The
most
outstanding characteristic of
this
movement in its inception was the
reverential respect for Divine authority
revealed in the New Testament. "Back

to the Bible," was more than a slogan.

Slamannan District: The Annual New

Year's Day Social look place at
Slamannan in wintry conditions, icy
pavements, and later, flooded roads.
Sadly, due to the weather and illness the
seats of some 'regulars' were empty and
their presence greatly missed. However
those present spent a very pleasant New
Year's Day in fellowship, singing hymns
and listening to the speakers. Bro. D.
Chalmers expressed our opening prayer,
Bro. John McCallum led the singing, and
Bro. I. Davidson took the closing
prayer. The church at Slamannan
provided really excellent catering (the
pies were great), and the spiritual food
from the three speakers, on three
differing themes was highly profitable
and well received. The speakers were
Jack Nisbet, Haddington; Joe Currie,
Newtongrange, and Graeme Pearson,
Dunfermline. Harry McGinn was in the
Chair. During the Social we had a poem
from sister Mrs. M. Scobie; and solos

from sister Mrs. M. Wilson, Harry
McGinn and Peter Sneddon. The good
wishes of the assembly were expressed
by the Chairman to Bro. Ian Davidson
and sister Mary McGhee on the occasion
of their forth-coming marriage on 19th
January. A final cup of tea before
parting was greatly appreciated, and a
good time was had by all.
Harry McGinn (Sec.)

(Sent in by E. Breakell, Hindley,
from 'Tlie Light.'

Manchester: We want you to share a
young lady's joy in coming out of
darkness into Jesus' most glorious light.
Having come to know and love the

It is not by seasons of mystical meditation
and rapturous experience that we learn
to abide in Christ; it is by feeding upon
His written Word, and looking to the
Holy Spirit to implant it in our hearts and
to make a living thing within us.

for a long time, asked for baptism, but
the people she approached were too
afraid. In her part of the world, Muslim
fanatics kill the preacher as well as the

It was the life of the movement.

Lord Jesus Christ, Miss Saeeda Khatoon

convert. So coming on a visit to this

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

country, she pursued her desire despite
the danger that could ensue, and was
baptised in Wigan on Sunday the 16th
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relieve some of the suffering and misery
for a few. We can let them know that

they are not forgotten, and we do care.
Donations should be made out to:-

of December, 1990.

Please pray for her faith to be strong,
and for her safety.
We have decided to ask the Home

Office for indefinite stay, members of

Graeme Pearson (Ghana Appeal)
13 Fairways
Dunfermline
Fife KY12 ODU

Tel. (0383) 728624

the church have undertaken to look after
her.

We are grateful to the church at
Longshoot Scholes for preparing the
baptistery and providing hospitality.
On behalf of the church at Stretford.
Allan Ashurst

GHANA APPEAL
MEDICAL AID

It has been many months since I last
appealed for money for Medical Aid for
our brethren in Ghana.
There have been a few reasons which

have prevented Bro. Bill Cook from
leaving Scotland to spend up to a year
in Ghana. As I write this appeal, the
expected departure is planned for the
first week in February, God willing.
Bill intends to set up an account in
Ghana when he arrives and I will

transfer all the funds in the present
account to Ghana

At this moment there is £170 laid

aside for Medical Aid. This will not go
very far, therefore, it would be good to
boost this amount and transfer it to
Ghana where Bill can distribute it as he
sees fit as he travels around the various

congregations.
It was always my intention, to give
a monthly report in the Scripture
Standard, but through lack of feedback,
this fell by the wayside. Once Bill gets
settled in Kumasi, I am confident that I

will be
supplied with
enough
information to give a monthly report in
the Scripture Standard.
If anyone would care to help
replenish the MEDICAL FUND, please
contact me. I am aware that there are
Brethren with illnesses that we cannot

realistically cure, but we can at least

JACOB'S QUESTION
Jacob said to his sons, "Why do ye

look one upon another?" He asked this
because each son was waiting for the
others to do their duty. And all this time
their wives and children were suffering
a severe shortage of food. The buckpassing stopped when all the brothers
who were old enough went as a group
to Egypt to buy food.
There is entirely too much of this
attitude in the Lord's body today: "Here
am I, Lord; send him." We fit too well
for comfort in that fable about the little

red hen: for every job that needs doing
there are many who answer, "Not I!"

Who will set up home Bible studies?
Who will look after the elderly and shutins? Who will welcome newcomers to
town? Who will restore the fallen? Who

will sit up with the sick? Who will
comfort the bereaved? Who will give
sacrificially?
Who
will
worship
faithfully?
"Not I," says the buck-passer. "Let
someone else do that." And all the time

there are souls in grave need —
suffering, drifting towards disaster,
dying without Christ. We can get our
work done only when we all rise up and
move forward together. "Why do ye look
one upon another?"
P. Hardcastle

GENTLEMEN, give me a nation not
spending its earning for drink, and I will
take care of the Exchequer.
W. E. Gladstone.
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THE ART OF LISTENING
LISTENING is considered the essential factor in face-to-face communication. To

appreciate the full meaning of this statement, the following analogy will help:
When we "tune in" a certain radio station, we at the same time, "tune out" other

stations. If the station drifts, we try to focus it again for better reception. We are not
satisfied with anything less. The human mind operates very much on the same order.
When we speak to someone, the listener may or may not have anything on his mind.
To listen well, he must clear his "mental decks"; he will then be "in tune" with the

person who is speaking.

It is quite true that on subjects in which we have a deep interest, and in which
we are personally involved, it is difficult not to be in a listening mood. However, we
assume that a student has a lot to gain even from material with which he is only
vaguely familiar.
To help the student get the most from listening, the following guideposts are
offered:

1.

Listen actively — not passively.

2.

Train yourself to get the main idea meaning from material spoken.

3.

Exclude from your thinking while listening, interfering thoughts and feelings.

4.

Make the speaker realise you are with him while he speaks.

5. Have an open mind on what the speaker has to say.
6 Allow the speaker to finish before asking questions.
7.

Check yourself to see if you "drift" while supposedly listening.

8.

Remember that there is no limit on improvement in listening habits.

9.

Make it your business that once you decide to listen, this will serve as
motivation for further listening.

10.

Don't be annoyed by a poor speaker, he still may have something important
to say.
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CREEDS AND CONFESSIONS
After many years of debate the Church of Scotland has, at last, published its
draft Statement of Faith, in which it proposes to up-date its official Creed. Apparently
the Church of Scotland feels that it is time to re-affirm its religious convictions and
message, in a way, "faithful to its historic traditions" but, at the same time, more
easily understood by this present generation. They recognise that the task is consider
able because of godless conditions outwith their church: disunity and controversy
within their church. The difficulty lies in trying to produce a statement which will be
popularly received and will not ruffle too many feathers. This is, to them, a current
necessity both for clergy and laity. It is also hoped that the up-dated Creed will give
potential members (as well as existing members) a quick assessment (in this busy
world) of what the Church of Scotland believes and stands for. At the moment the
Church seems to lean heavily upon the Westminster Confession but does not regard
it as sacrosanct: and many other Presbyterian communities have already ammcnded it.

It seems that the 'up-%ating' process has not been easy and, as we can imagine,
many obstacles have been encountered. For instance, it has obviously been difficult
to produce a Creed, the Articles of which will be profound enough to please the clergy
and the theologians, yet simple enough to be easily comprehended by the average
church member. Again, in view of the partisan elements within the Church it has,
understandably, been difficult to produce a document readily acceptable to all, and
one which does not appear to be biased or a reflection of sectional interests. In view
of the ecumenical climate of recent times, the draughtsmen of the up-date have had
to try to express formal doctrines in very temperate language, with an eye to 'Christian
Unity' and better relations with other faiths. One added problem has clearly been the
need to produce a Creed which would take account of controversy within the Church
on doctrinal matters, such as the virgin birth, original sin, trinity, actual bodily resur
rection etc., and also take cognizance of the fact that some of the clergy and members
do not believe certain parts of the Bible.
The Panel of Doctrine of the C. of S. have been labouring for four years on their
Creed, trying to string together just 24 extremely short Clauses (for Creeds, by their
very nature, have to be short), and clearly they have not satisfied everyone. Even
now the Creed is still in Draft and discussions are continuing: after all this up-dated
Confession of Faith will have to stand alongside, if not usurp, the Westminster Con
fession, and be acceptable to all the vested interests. This historic venture by the C.
of S. is surely of great interest to us because it throws some light upon the perccived
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nature and relevance of religious creeds, and exercises our minds upon the subject. 1
can't remember ever having read any articles on Creeds and certainly I have never
seen one. I suppose there may be other readers in the same boat, and offer these
following few remarks.
VERY BRIEF HISTORY OF CREEDS AND CONFESSIONS

Some obvious questions present themselves, e.g., When and Why did Creeds
begin, and what utility do they serve: what sustains them? One would have imagined
that this subject would have been fairly simple and straightforward; but not so. It is
surprisingly complex and a matter upon which many books have been written: with
research ongoing. "Creed" comes from the Latin credo and means "I believe." The
purpose of a religious Creed was, and is, to express in a few words the body of doctrine
believed by a particular church, and what the members would be prepared to swear
to, or avow. Creeds have existed for a very long time and go back historically almost
to the early church: but not quite. They certainly did not exist in the times of the
apostles. It seems that Creeds started off as baptismal confessions, i.e. formulae spoken
by the recipients of baptism, or responses to questions put to the baptismal candidates.
Later, by a process of evolution, these confessions were enlarged and enhanced to
become Creeds used in the liturgy (ritual) and theology of the main churches. The
oldest Creed is believed to be that of the Roman Church written in Greek around

250 AD (and later translated into Latin). Since the famous Creed produced at the
Council Of Nicaea (Ad. 325) Creeds have served as formulae for dogma, and for the
dogmatic decisions of ecclesiastical councils. In the Middle Ages, in Spain and Gaul,
Creeds began to be ceremoniously recited in Sunday worship (much like, I suppose,
the way in which the 'Lord's Prayer' is intoned in some places of worship today). For
the benefit of those of us who have never seen a Creed, the following is the very
earliest, that of the Roman Church. It runs thus:—

I believe in God, the Father, the Almighty;
And in Jesus Christ His only begotten Son, our Lord;
Who was bom of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary;
Who was crucified under Pontius Pilate, and was buried,

on the third day rose from the dead, ascended into the
heavens, is seated at the right hand of the Father,
whence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
And in the Holy Ghost, the holy Church, the forgiveness
of sins: the resurrection of the flesh.

Of all the multitudes of Creeds written subsequently to the one above, most have
been basically similar; some have been slightly longer; some have incorporated particu
lar points of doctrine (and even the one proposed by the C. of S., though longer, is
not so greatly different). The Nicaean Creed (325 AD) already mentioned, which
followed on the heels of the one above was also similar, but, after much debate and

controversy, was allowed by Constantine to incorporate Clauses to refute the doctrine
of Arianism (i.e. that Christ was only a created being) which was rife at the time. All
Latin Creeds of the west, from Africa, Spain, Gaul, Britain and Germany were derived
from the Creed (above) of the Roman Church, with minor alterations.
Middle Ages And The Reformation

There was no diminishing of interest in Creeds in the run-up to the Middle Ages
or thereafter and during that time the Apostles Creed (Apostolicum) had become the
most important descendant of the original Roman Church Creed. It began around the
7th Century in Gaul and spread to Spain, Ireland and Germany. The Apostles Creed
(a misnomer) was widely used by Roman Catholic Churches and non-Catholic churches
alike, and it stressed the Trinitarian nature of God. Not only in the western world
did Creeds subsist but in the east as well, with a Creed in Egypt as early as 370 AD.
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Some Creeds incorporated Clauses on baptism and the nature of the resurrection, i.e.
"With what body do they come?", which wasat that time a common preoccupation.
In 1563the great and fundamental Creed of the Church of England was produced.
It had begun as the 10 Articles compiled by 'Henry VIII in 1563 but eventually
stretched to The 39 Articles when confirmed by Queen Elizabeth. Many other denomi
nations, including Methodist communities, have adopted, and sometimes adapted, the
39 Articles. John Knox, about the same time, composed and produced the first truly
Scottish Confession of Faith in 1560, which was legalised by the Scottish Parliament
and embraced by the General Assembly of the C. of S. It had 25 extensive clauses
mainly Calvinistic in character. A second one was produced in 1581 but neither

became the permanent Confession of the Scottish Church: the permanent Confession
was produced a few years later in 1647, and was The Westminster Confession. The
Westminster Confession extended its influence to most Presbyterians in the U.K.,
Canada and America, and to some Congregational Communities. As we can imagine
the Reformation caused all kinds of hectic religious activity and some of the Clauses
in most Creeds underwent radical transformation. Strong words were said about the

Papacy, and the Pope being the anti-Christ. Luther produced his own Creed, stringing
together a small number of Articles, and the Lutheran Church produced The Augsburg
Confession in 1530. Calvin also produced his own version of a Confession of Faith.
Much more use was made of CATECHISMS at this time. Catechisms differed from

Creeds in that they were not statements capable of recitation, but rather were inter
rogative: with question and answer; designed to educate the masses. Luther's Larger
Catechism was produced in 1529 and a Geneva Catechism was compiled by Calvin in
1545. Most Catechisms stressed man's duty to give glory to God. The R.C. Church
had always had Catechisms but intensified their use to counter the Reformation. These
Catechisms in no wise interfered in any way with Churches in the production and use
of their Creeds but were really just a small addition to fierce evangelical spirit and

activity during and after the Reformation: a time indeed when interest in the wording
of Creeds became even more vital and intense.

It is evident, even from these sparse comments that Creeds have had, and have
maintained a firm, and even a vital place in the life and worship of most religious
communities since 325 AD, and that is a very lone time indeed.
No Creed But Christ

And so: where does all this take us? How would we reply to those who ask us

why the Churches of Christ have never had a formal Creed or Confession of Faith?
Why do we not have a Creed? Should we have one? What purpose does it serve?
What advantage has accrued to those who have one? Very little, it seems. Perhaps,
at one time. Creeds may have had some slight relevance, i.e. amongst the illiterate,
in that although they could not read the scriptures, they could perhaps recite their
Creed, parrot-fashion, and thus identify with some common belief. However most of
the world's population can now read, and can, therefore, read the scriptures for
themselves; if they have a mind to. Other than that there would seem to be no good
reason for having a Creed, but lots of reasons for not having one.
Reasons given to justify a Creed, given by members of the C. of S. (in their
proposed up-date of their Creed) are rather thin on the ground, but consist mainly in
the assertion that the Bible, taken alone, is subject to misinterpretation. One wonders
how a Creed can be of any help in this. It is also claimed that a Creed not only provides
a yardstick with which to measure candidates for the ministry, but also allows members
(and potential members) to know what the C. of S. stands for. But surely the N.T.
itself is quite capable of telling men and women what the Church stands for: and surely
Creeds are just as liable to misinterpretation as is the Bible. Creeds, at best, are
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man-made and as such are fallible. The Scriptures, by contrast, are infallible and the

only safe guide. Creeds need to be up-dated: the Scriptures never change. History
shows how Creeds have been used as a vehicle for publicising some new doctrine, or
some new slant on an old doctrine, whereas the Scriptures contain all doctrine and
the only doctrines. Again Creeds, at best, have no binding authority (or any authority
at all) and 'Conscience Clauses' exist in some Creeds (e.g. The Westminster Confes
sion) whereby the clergy are not obliged to agree with everything contained therein.
Some Creeds can also be subscribed to publicly but rejected by the members, privately.
From the foregoing it seems clear that Creeds are not unscriptural, but unprofitable
and often absurd.

Creeds are also divisive. Since 1927, and even before, a search has continued to

find a single unifying Creed, to which all Christians could subscribe, but little progress
has been made. Each religious community seems to prefer to hang on to their own
particular tailor-made Creed in preference to all others, and this maintains a partisan
atmosphere. Creeds identify, define and perpetuate religious differences and preserve
sectarian boundaries. Among the more evangelical denominations members need only
accept their Creed insofar as they consider it sciptural. Again, what good is that?
In viewof allthis, surelyit isquite fair to saythat Creedsare man-madeand fallible;
unauthorised by scripture; unnecessary because of easy access to the scripturesthem
selves; temporary and in continual need of repair and revision; open to misinterpreta
tion and misunderstanding; can be accepted or rejected by members and therefore
serve no useful function; are divisive and preserve sectarian boundaries. Consequently:

why would we want to have anything to do with Creeds? Prior to 325 AD the Bible
was the only Creed: why not use the same today. Paul said, "All scripture is given by
the inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished
unto all good works." (2 Tim. 3:16). Who could want more than that?
I suppose the slogansof the Restoration pioneers stillapply today: e.g. "No Creed
but Christ: No Book but the Bible". Benjamin Franklin is credited with saying that
any Creed containing less than the Bible contains too little: any Creed containing
more than the Bible contains too much; any Creed which differs from the Bible is
objectionable, and any Creed which contains the same as the Bible is superfluous:
because we already have the Bible. Perhaps this sums the matter up perfectly. "The
holy scriptures are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus," (2 Tim. 3:15).
EDITOR.

GLEANINGS
"Let her glean even among the sheaves." Ruth 2:15
"THERE IS SOMETHING MORE"

"The Bible asserts from end to end of it that there is a respect of far greater

importance in which we are nearly all blind, namely, to the fact that there is really
far more in life than we can see or handle or measure. There is a spiritual realm beyond
and around the visible, and not a great many have eyes for that. The Bible does not

seek to prove that. It simply states that it is so. It takes it magnificently for granted.
And now and then it lets us see what happens when men make the discovery that
they are living in an unseen spiritual environment. Jacob, for example, at Bethel,
made that discovery;learned in his dream that even from where he lay there stretched
a ladder up to heaven. Elisha's servant at Dothan, mortallyafraid of the encompassing
hostsof Syria, becamea new man when hiseyes were reallyopened and he saw round
about him armies that were mightier still, the chariotry of Heaven."
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"MAN LFVETH NOT BY BREAD ALONE"

"Over against our buying and selling and our immersion in the affairs of this
world, this witness stands declaring, "There is something more." Across the world's
self-satisfaction, its love of comfort and its scramble for wealth, it writes with a calm

assurance, "Man liveth not by bread alone." And the only person whom Jesus ever
called a fool was a man who thought he could."
"AT OUR BETHELS AND OUR DOTHANS"

"Speaking about Ruskin, A. C. Benson says that he saw the light ON things so
clearly that he did not see the hidden light that falls THROUGH them. But does not
the light ON things blind, and, for a while, content us all? Then why bother about
the unseen and spiritual at all, some one says? Because, my brother, we cannot help
ourselves. As well tell the plant in a cellar not to bother for the light of the sun.
We were made for it. That is the fact. The trouble began far back when God created
man "in His own image." And in spite of ourselves, our instincts come out sometime
or other and set us groping for God. Materialism would long ago have become the
universal creed, as it is the most obvious one, but for the fact that it goes all to pieces
at our Bethels and our Dothans."
Archibald Alexander.

LESSONS FROM JACOB AND ELISHA

"Behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and
behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it."
(Genesis 28:12).
"Behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha."

(2 Kings 6:17)
JESUS SAID: MUCH MORE

"Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to-morrow
is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?"
(Matthew 6:30)
"If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much
more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?"
(Matthew 7:11)
"Consider the ravens: for they neither sow nor reap; which neither have storehouse
nor barn; and God feedeth them: how much more are ye better than the fowls?"
(Luke 12:24)
THE BIBLE SPEAKS — MUCH MORE

"Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath
through him."
(Romans 5:9)
"For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son,
much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life."
(Romans 5:10)

"But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offenceof one many
be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man,
Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many."
(Romans 5:15)

"For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive
abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus
Christ."

(Romans 5:17)
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MORE WISE WORDS FROM W. RILEY

•Tou put a thinglikea littleonionintodirt," Millie wenton in the sameruminating
tone, "and after a bit there comes a lovely yellow daffodil. And you put some peas
into the dirt, and after a bit they growinto bushes, and youget hundreds and hundreds
of peas. I think dirt is the most wonderful thing there is ... "
HOW MUCH MORE !

**If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts, how much more shall your
Father, which is in heaven." If these things pervade the common home life. If affection
sometimes denies, and if affection sometimes restrains, and sometimesexpresses itself
in severity, "how much more" will the all-wise affection be constrained to act in

apparent antagonism to our own blind and petty desires. Our Father will give "good
things." I may ask for freedom; He may increase the restraints. I may ask for the
sweet, and the response may be found in intensified bitterness. I may ask for fish,
and there may come an apparent scorpion. But the antagonism is apparent. The thing
that comes is "good*" **Thou art good, and doeth good." "It is good for me that I have
been afflicted." "He satisfieth our mouth with good things."
J. H. Jowett.

Selected by Leonard Morgan.

"CHRIST, OUR ADVOCATE"
(1 John 1:8-2:2)

In John's day false teachers known as Gnostics were troubling the Churches of
Christ, Gnostics derived their name from gnosis the Greek word for knowledge. They
taught that they had superior knowledge to that of other Christians due to a special
enlightenment which they had experienced. Further, under the influence of Eastern
religions, they considered all matter evil. Only the spirit was regarded as good. Since
the human body is material. Gnostics reasoned, it is evil. It therefore mattered little
what one did with his body. He could commit all manner of immorality with it and
yet maintain purity of spirit. The logical consequence of such reasoning was the denial
of sin or the possibility of a Christian commiting sin and a rejection of the need for
the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ. In the passage under consideration and its broader
context, the aged apostle John refutes this erroneous and deadly heresy.
The spiritual posterity of Gnostics can be found today in groups such as Christian
Scientists who deny the reality of sin, and certain Holiness groups who affirm that
Christians are incapable of sinning. It is also found in some Calvinistic groups who,
in order to bolster their doctrine of "once saved, always saved," affirm that whatever
a saved person does with his body does not affect his spirit at all. He can, if once
saved, actually engage in acts of immorality and never lose his salvation.
Denial of Sin

Some were saying that they had no sin (1:8). Sin here is spoken of in an abstract
sense, not in the sense of specific acts committed in violation of God's will. John said
that two consequences stem from such a denial of sin: 1) "We deceive ourselves", and
2) "The truth is not in us." It is sad for a person to be deceived by others but sadder
still that one would deceive himself. Those who say they have no sin actually fly in
the face of the facts to the contrary. They have persuaded themselves that they are
sinless. For one to lie to himself is for him to be utterly devoid of the truth.
Confession of Sin

One must acknowledge that he is a sinner and confess his sins, specific acts of
disobedience, to the Lx)rd (1:9). The pioneer preachers used to emphasize that God
has two laws of pardon, one for the alien sinner which requires faith, repentance,
confession of Christ, and baptism in order to the remission of sins, and one for those
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who have obeyed the gospel thereby being added by the Lord to his Church but who
have wandered back into sin. This "second law of pardon" requires repentance and
confession in order to receive God's forgiveness (Acts 8:12, 13; 18-24). If an erring
Christian in penitence conies to God confessing his sins, he has the assurance that the
same blood of Jesus which washed his sins away in baptism will now cleanse his sins
committed as a Christian.

To deny that one has sinned is to call God a liar, for God in his word has warned
numerous times that a child of his can sin and fall from grace (1:10). Please note the
following passages which clearly teach the possibility of apostasy (1 Cor. 10:12; Gal.
5:4; 1 Tim. 1:19,20; Heb. 6:4-6; 2 Pet. 2:20-22).
Christ, Our Sinless Advocate

John, the aged apostle, writes to Christians, his beloved children in the faith, and
pleads that they keep themselves from sin, yet knowing the frailty of human nature,
he is aware of the possibility that they can and may sin (2:1). In that case he points
them to our Advocate, Jesus Christ. An advocate is a lawyer who represents one on
trial in a court of law, He stands before the judge to plead his client's case. Jesus, not
Mary, not any human being, be he called pope, priest, preacher, or president, stands
between God and the Christian. Jesus is our Mediator (1 Tim. 2:5). He is our High
Priest (Heb. 4:15). He is Deity, yet has lived as a man and understands man's weak
nesses and temptations.He ever liveth to make intercession for them*'(Heb. 7:25).
Not only is Christ our Advocate, he is also the propitiation for our sins (2:2). To
propitiate means "to appease, to render favourable." By his atoning death, Jesus has
taken away our sins, thus removing the barrier to fellowship with God. Jesus died not
only for Christians but for the sins of the whole world. However, the benefits of this
salvation are available only to'those who comply with the conditions which he himself
has laid down (John 8:24; Luke 13:3; Matt. 10:32; Mark 16:16).
In the Church of the third and fourth centuries there arose a false teaching based
on a misunderstanding of the purpose of baptism. Because baptism is for the remission
of sins, some taught that if a Christian sinned following baptism, there was no more
forgiveness for him. It is said that it was for this reason that the Emperor Constantine
put off his baptism until the day before his death. Somehow believers in that time
had missed the wonderful teaching of First John in this passage and did not avail
themselves of the "second law of pardon."
As Christians, we are privileged indeed to have continual access to the cleansing
blood of Jesus knowing that we can approach our Advocate and High Priest and find
grace to help in time of need!
R. Rutherford.

Conducted by
Alf Marsden

"I am not sure how the Holy Spirit works in my life. Does it take over my life and lead
me in the right way in spite of myself, or is there something expected of me? Could
you please help?"

This question was asked of me by a young Christian after one of our mid-week
meetings. There had been some discussion during the meeting about the Holy Spirit,
but what had been said seemed quite confusing to me, let alone to someone young
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in the faith. As a matter of fact, I personally am amazed at the paucity of teaching
given in the Church concerning the subject of the Holy Spirit, so if the few comments
I can make will lead to better understanding in some minds about this vitally
important subject, then I am willing to take up the question and see where it leads us.
The Godhead

The 'Godhead' is a perfectly scriptural expression. In Colossians 2:9 Paul says,
•Tor in him (Christ) dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily" (A. V.). The N.I. V.
renders this, "For in Christ all the fuhiess of the Deity lives in bodily form". The R.S. V.
states, "For in him the whole fulness of deity dwells bodily". J.B. Phillips renders this
verse, "Yet it is in him that God gives a full and complete expression of himself in
bodily form". Therefore, I believe we can safely conclude that God and His Christ

(Jesus) would be essential components of the Godhead. But that is not all. It is a well
known fact that the Spirit of God was active operationally in O.T. times, for Peter
says, "For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit". Furthermore, when Jesus gave what
we call The Great Commission to His disciples, He said, '*Go ye therefore, and teach
all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spuit" (Matt. 28:19). So it seems that the Holy Spirit is conjoined with the Father
and the Son in the Godhead. We now need to ask briefly if these 'components' of the
Godhead have personality in their own right.
The nature of God was revealed by Jesus to the Samaritan woman during His
discourse with her at the Well of Sychar, when He said, "God is Spirit (not 'a' spirit,

as in A.v.): and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth" (John
4:24). Therefore, if God was to be known to created man in the flesh, and if He had
to deal with the guilt of sin in the flesh, then it seems reasonable to assume that He
would need to manifest Himself in the flesh: this, of course, He accomplished in Christ
Jesus, His Son. It is interesting to note what Paul says in his Philippian letter about
Jesus, "Who, being in the form (morphen) of God .... took upon him the form of a
servant (morphen doulou)" (Phil. 2:6,7). It is important to note that the construction
of the words in this section of the scripture would indicate 'an eternal existence in the
form of God, and a becoming, in time, in the likeness of flesh' (form of a servant).
The eternal existence in the 'form' of God was real, and the temporary existence in
the 'form' of a servant (flesh) was equally real; this was no 'phantom' humanity as
the Gnostics claimed. We are now led to the inescapable conclusion that Jesus was
a Person in the 'form' of God eternally (no matter what we may conceive that 'form'
to be), and that even though Spirit, God has 'form', and is therefore also a Person.
But what about the Holy Spirit?

There is a feeling abroad among many Christians that the Holy Spirit is some
kind of impersonal force, the origin of which they do not understand. TTiis feeling is
perhaps bolstered by the wordsin Rom.8:16 as recorded in the A.V., where it is said,
"The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God".
Now even though the words in the original text would appear to be in the neuter
gender, I believe these should be contrasted with the words used by Jesus and as
recorded in John 16:13. Jesus is speaking to His Disciples, later to be His Apostles,
and He says, "Howbeit when he, the Spirit of Truth, is come, he will guide you into
all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he
speak: and he will shew you things to come". Nowhere, you will notice, the reference
by James to the Holy Spirit is in the masculine gender; it is a grave error, I believe,
to refer to the Holy Spirit as 'it*; He is a Person of the Godhead, as are God and
Jesus. It is necessary to understand the importance of this so that we should fully
realise the grandeur of God's scheme of redemption and final consummation. I think
I should also mention that we should not be led astray into the avenues of trinitarian
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teaching; we mention God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit as they appear before us in
the pages of God's word.
The Function of the Holy Spirit

The Scheme of Redemption, if we can use the phrase, belongs to God; it was in
His determinate counsel and foreknowledge. The 'executive arms', if you will, of

God's plan are Jesus Christ and the HolySpirit. Jesus is the Redeemer, and the Holy
Spirit is the Sustainer of the new life in Christ. It is important for the Christian to
understand that his salvation rests not just on obedience to textual exactness and
ethical directives — vitally important though these are — but more essentially on an
intimate relationship with the Godhead; we have, as Peter says, 'become partakers
of the Divine nature' (2 Pet. 1:4). It is this fact which marks out the Christian as a

'child of God' as distinct from the mass of God's created children. It is the Holy Spirit
which makes the 'child of adoption' cry, "Abba, Father".
The Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke) tell us little more about the Holy
Scriptures than we can read in the O.T. scriptures; it is to John's Gospel to which we
must turn in order to learn more. Space does not allow me to quote the scriptures
verbatim, so the reader will have to look them up. God was to send the Holy Spirit
in the name of Christ (14:26,15:26). Here again we see the intimacyof the (Godhead).
Jesus had to leave the earth in order for this to happen (16:7). Jesus said that the
Holy Spirit would be given to those who believed on Him, but would only be given
after He, Jesus, was glorified (7:37-39). When the Holy Spirit came. He came to
reprove the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgement to come (16:8-11). He
was to guide the Apostles into all truth, and was given miraculously to them on the
Day of Pentecost (Read Acts 2). Peter then preached the inspired Gospel message,
and told his listeners precisely what they had to do in order to be saved (Acts 2:37-40).
During that message, Peter confirmed that those who obeyed should receive the 'gift'
of the Holy Spirit (This was not a promise of any miraculous endowments, such as
given to the Apostles. This pertained to the gracious indwelling of the Spirit, as a
comforter). Thus we reach the crucial point of the operation of the Holy Spirit in the
life of the Christian, and hence in the life of the Church.
He In Us

Many Christians are confused by the Holy Spirit being able to indwell individuals

in any part of the world at the same time. The fact is, we are too accustomed to space
and time. I suppose its like the old psychological question, "How many fairies can
dance on a pin-head"? The answer given being an infinite number, because a fairy
doesn't occupy space. Seeing that we are partakers of the Divine nature, it would
seem to be no difficult matter for the Holy Spirit to bear witness with our individual
spirits that we are the children of God in the saved sense; as a matter of fact, Paul

asserts this in Rom. 8:16. But there must be an understandable way of doing this. If
the Holy Spirit operates through the word of God, which He does, and if the word
is a true revelation of God, which it is, then our conscious understanding will tell our
spirits whether or not we have complied with the Divine requirements, and as these
requirements are what the Holy Spirit expressly teaches through the word, then we
know if we are following the Spirit's promptings. This is why the Bible is so important
to the Christian and should never denigrated.
According to Paul, the chief manifestation of the work of the Holy Spirit in the
life of the Christian lies in the life of faith and love, which is the supreme life of the
Christian. The fruits of that Spirit-led life are "love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentle
ness, goodness, faith, meekness, etc," and these qualities should be common to all
Christians, because if they are Spirit-led they will also be word-led, if I can coin that

word. The body is also sanctified by the Holy Spirit because we are taught that the
body is the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 3:16). This is why I personally cannot
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accept, as some Christians seem to do, that because we are 'in the flesh' that we must
inevitably go on sinning; I find this to be degrading to our 'Divine Guest' who is
seeking, through the word, to drive us ever upward to our Father. Christians today
do not need the 'extraordinary powers' that many claim, such as speaking in tongues
and healing; we have seen too often that such 'powers' would only tend to glorify
individuals, when, in fact, the praise and the glory belong to God. He has used what
'extraordinary power' was needed in the establishment of the Church; such power will
not be repeated.
What a joy it is to know that the Holy Spirit guides us and assists us in the 'upward
call' by our Father through Christ, His Son. But the effort must come from us. God
has never forced anyone into anything: He needs a positive response to His call. The
comfort, joy, peace. He affords. He has revealed to us in His word, and He has also
revealed that the resources of Heaven are at the disposal of the faithful Christian.
Just reflect on it for a moment. The grace and mercy of the Father in making possible
our salvation; the love and sacrifice of Jesus in dying for us; the comfort and guidance
of the Holy Spirit in His attempts to mould and hone our lives to perfection. Such
blessings!
But can we throw these blessings away? We certainly can. We can, by our obstinate

and impenitent hearts and minds, grieve and quench the Holy Spirit. (See Eph.
4:30-32). There are grave consequences for us if this happens. We can even go so far
as to quench the Holy Spirit. This is tantamount to 'putting out the fire'. What cold
and helpless Christians we would then be. God has given us eternal life through His
Eternal Spirit. What sane Christian would want to return to the weak and beggarly
elements from which he was saved?

Dear Reader, the indwelling Holy Spirit can enrich and ennoble your life. You,
by your perversity and carelessness, can make all the grace, love and sacrifice of none
effect in your own life. As always, the choice is ours.
(All questions, please, to Alf Marsden,
20 Costessy Way, Winstanley, Wigan, WN3 6ES)
WHAT IS THAT TO US?
Matt. 27:4

*'What is that to us?'* These words were spoken by the enemies of Jesus to Judas,
the betrayer of our Lord. The traitorous disciple had betrayed his Lord, but, "when
he saw he was condemned, repented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of
silver to the chief priests and elders, saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the
innocent blood.*' Surely the chief priests and elders would be willing to release Jesus
when they would hear the confession of sin on the part of the traitor ! They were the
religious leaders of the Jews. They were religious but they were not righteous. What
did they care if Jesus was innocent? What did they care for the penitent traitor? What
did they care for Jesus the Saviour or for Judas the sinner? "What is that to us? See
thou to that." Their indifference to the plea of the penitent Judas was as heartless and
cruel as their determination to destroy Jesus.
The same spirit of indifference that was manifested by the enemies of Jesus is
being manifested by the world and by many members of the Church. Many members
of the Body of Christ are indifferent and negligent, and seem to have but little interest
in the Lord's work."What is that to us?" This seems to be the attitude that many
members manifest in regard to the work and to the welfare of the church. Many "are
at ease in Zion" and are not concerned about their own salvation or the salvation of

others. What is that to us whether the church prospers or perishes? If souls are saved
or lost, what is that to us? If wicked men would try to destroy the church, what is
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that to us? Many members are so indifferent that they would not utter a protest against
the introduction of innovations and unscriptural practices that would corrupt the
church. The same spirit of indifference that crucified Christ would crucify the church,
if it were not for the faithful few in every congregation that bear the burdens and
shoulder the responsibilities that every Christian should share.
Many members of the body of Christ are sleeping the sleep of indifference. It is
"high time to wake out of sleep" (Rom. 13:11). llie condemnation of the negligent
and indifferent is certain and could be nearer than we suppose. Too many are at
ease in Zion and have put far away the evil day. Such unconcern may cause the seat
of violence to come near. (Amos 6:1-3). Our indifference is the devil's delight. We
serve Satan best when we think or say, "What is that to us?"
Cain was of that wicked one and slew his brother. He seemed unconcerned about

his crime. God said, "Where is Abel thy brother?" Cain's reply was of one indiffer
ence : "Am I my brother's keeper?" His attitude toward the righteous son of Adam
was the same as that of the chief priests and elders toward the righteous Son of God.
Both he and they shed innocent blood and said, "What is that to us?" Cain could not

free himself of the responsibility for the safety of his brother by manifesting a spirit
of indifference. The unconcern of the chief priests did not diminish the guilt of the
men that clamoured for the life's blood of the Son of God. Many of the followers of
the Christ have become imitators of the murderer Cain by their indifference to the
welfare of their brethren in Christ "Am I my brother's keeper?" "What is that to us?"
"Why should I care?" These are the answers of the indifferent and unconcerned when
faced with the responsibilities and duties of the Christian life. Many members are
honourable enough not to offer excuses for their indifference. Indifference on the part
of a Christian is inexcusable.

The Church at Laodicea was condemned for its lukewarm condition. That church

did not care enough to realise its own wretched condition. It was indifferent, ignorant
and independent. Its indifference was a disgrace. There are many congregations of
the Church that are no better than Laodicea. The Lord will not hold the negligent

guiltless. The Lord has no use for a lifeless congregation or a luke-warm Christian.
Some day we must all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. There we shall
be judged for what we have done and for What we have failed to do.
Geo. W. Butterfield.

SINGING
Eph. 5:19«20. "Speaking to yourselves in Psalms and Hymns, and Spiritual Songs,
singing and making melody in your hearts to the Lord; Giving thanks always for all
things unto God and the Father, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ." (Col. 3:16-17).
"Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing
in Psalms and Hymns and Spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the
Lord." And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God and the Father by Him. (Matt. 26:30). "And after they had sung
a hymn they went out into the mount of Olives." (Acts 16:25). "And at midnight Paul
and Silas prayed and sang praises to God: and the prisoners heard them."

It is apparent from the example of Jesus and his followers, and the Early Church,
that to sing was an important part of worship. In fact, by so doing, God is praised
and His followers are taught and admonished. Do we fiilly realise this implication of
God's Word? In singing and making melody in our hearts to the Lord, while the lips
offer the fruit of singing, the heart must also supply the melody by an upliftment to
God. Too much singing can be of the lips alone. As of prayer, so also of song. "I
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often say my prayers but do I really pray; do the wishes of my heart go with the words
I say." This must also apply to our singing.
Many great thoughts of God's Word are expressed in our hymns. Praise and
prayer and thanks for blessings received. Many of the Psalms have been translated
into Metric Versions which we call hymns; e.g. Psalms 23; 38; 46;84. "Spiritual Songs"
are those that stir our emotions in order that we may exalt the Lord our God.
Let us remember that the words are more important than the music which, in
itself, is speechless so far as words are concerned. God has so arranged it that our
vocal chords are capable of making both words amd music at one and the same time,
so, wherever we are, we can sing to His Praise and Glory. There is always a danger
of making more of the tune than what we are saying in Song.
May we always remember that God is Worthy of our praise and thanksgiving and
endeavour to do it in the most worthy manner. We no longer have need of animal
blood Sacrifices, Jesus has made atonement once and for all by His own most precious
blood, giving us access to God through His most precious name, and as we are
instructed (in Heb. 13: 15-16) "By Him therefore let us ofTer the sacrifice of PRAISE
to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name. But to do
good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God Is well pleased."
Tom Kemp, Hindley, Wigan.
of the term 'Church' in these statements,

Apr. 7
Apr. 14
Apr. 21
Apr. 28

Isa.23:
Deut. 6:1-15
1Sam.28:5-25
2Chron. 24:15-25

Luke 10:1-24
Luke 10:2542
Luke 11:1-26
Luke11:27-54

THE SEVENTY

We read: "After these things the
Lord appointed other seventy also and
sent them two and two before his face

into every city and place, whither he him
self would come" (10:1). Why seventy?

but he certainly made valid points).
The seventy, of necessity, had to
travel light and to rely in many ways on
the providencc of God. Their task was
to spread the news of the coming king
dom of God. Verses 10 and 11 are in

teresting: "But Into whatsoever city you
enter and they receive you not, go your
ways out into the streets of the same, and
say, even the very dust of your city, which
cleaves on us, we do wipe off against you

Lord formed everything in His Church

. . . " Shaking off dust was an ancient
custom and used to indicate disapproval
of a place.

on the mode! of the Jewish Church: and

THE PARABLE OF THE GOOD

Adam Clarke has written: "Our blessed

why? because it was the pattern shown
by God Himself, the Divine form, which
pointed out the heavenly substance
which now began to be established in its
place. As he before had chosen twelve
apostles, in refemce to the twelve patriachs, who were the chiefs of the twelve
tribes, and the heads of the Jewish

SAMARITAN

There was tremendous hostility bet
ween Jews and Samaritans in Jesus' day
(John 4:9). In fact, the hatred was so
great that the Jews would not travel
through the land of the Samaritans, but
always took a longer route. When the
Master had that famous conversation
with the Samaritan woman at Jacob's

Church, he now publicly appointed se
venty others as Moses did the seventy

well (John 4:4-30), she was quite as

elders whom he associated with himself

tonished that Jesus showed interest in

to assist him In the government of the
people — Exodus 18:19; 24:1-9." (I
would, of course, question Clarke's use

her. Later the apostles were equally as
tonished. It is interesting to note that
the lawyer when asked who 'Vas
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neighbour unto him that fell among

thieves?'* (11:36) could not bring himself
to mention the name Samaritan.

One thing the parable teaches is that
"help must be practical and not consist
merely of feeling sorry", as one com
mentator has pointed out. Compassion,
to be real, must issue in deeds. The spirit
of Jesus is the spirit of helpfuhiess, hum
ble service, kindness, sympathy, selfsacrifice and love. This spirit was seen
in the good Samaritan. Brothers and sis
ters in the Lord, resolve to be like him

and not like the priest or the Levite.
THE LORD'S PRAYER

This prayer (11:2-4) is familiar to all.
Personally, I used to recite it each morn
ing at assembly at my old secondary

A GREATER THAN JONAH AND
SOLOMON

Jonah was an outstanding prophet.
God sent him to the pagan city of
Nineveh (capital of Assyria) to preach
repentance unto them. They responded
to his message, which was clearly con
firmed by Jesus Himself. The Lord said:
**The men of Nineveh shall rise up in
judgment with this generation and shall
condemn it: for they repented at the
preaching of Jonah; and, behold, a gre
ater than Jonah is here" (11:32). E. M.
Zerr commented: "The point of this
verse is one about responsibility based
on opportunity."
Solomon was the son of David and

successor to him as king of Israel. He is

school in East Kilbride. I doubt if I and

one of the wisest men who ever lived.

my fellow pupils ever gave much thought
to the meaning of the words. William
Barclay once wrote a book on the Lord's
Prayer and commented in it: "What
Jesus was doing was that He was giving
His disciples a pattern of prayer far more

The queen of Sheba (the queen of the
south) once came to visit and question
him because of his reputation. The scrip
ture reveals: "And she said to the king,
it was a true report that I heard in mine
own land of your acts and your wisdom.

than a form of words which they were
to do no more than repeat, like children

came, and mine eyes had seen it: and,

Howbeit I believed not the words, till I

reciting a lesson." He went on to write:

behold, that half was not told me! Your

"In the Lord's Prayer Jesus says to us:
When you Pray.
Remember that God is your Father
and King and that, therefore, you go to

wisdom and prosperity exceeds the fame
which I heard. Happy are your men,

One in whom Love and Power are

equally combined.
When you Pray:
Do not hesitate to tell God about

happy are these your servants, who
stand continually before you, and that
hear your wisdom. (1 Kings 10:6-8).
Jesus said: 'The queen of the south
shall rise up in the judgement with the
men of this generation and condemn

your daily needs.

them: for she came from the utmost parts

When you pray:
Do not shrink from telling God about
your mistakes.
When you pray:

of the earth to hear the wisdom of Sol

Never forget to place the unknown
future and all its perils in the hands of

omon's wisdom excelled the wisdom of

God."

all the wisdomof Egypt." (1 Kings4:30).

omon: and, behold, a greater than Sol

omon is here." (11:31). Think of that in
the light of this statement: "And Sol
all the children of the East country and

The disciples of Jesus should pray

because Jesus Himself prayed. In kct.

SIX WOES

He prayed in the mornings, He prayed

We have recorded for us six woes by

in the evenings and sometimes He even

Jesus in this portion of Scripture (11:3754). The woes were against the Pharisees
and the so-called experts in the law. The

prayed all night (Luke 6:12). If Jesus
needed to approach His Father that
often then how much more are we in

need of daily prayer and supplication?

Master condemned them for their obses
sion with externals and details while
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their hearts were far removed from God.

They thought true religion consisted of
going through the correct motions at the
correct time while love, goodness, jus
tice and generosity were realities to be
ignored. As one writer has said: "No
man is a Christian when he meticulously
observes the conventions of religion and
forgets the realities."

Frank Charles Thompson in his
Chain Reference Bible has headings on
this section of Scripture such as Cere
monialism, Hypocrisy, Pride, Ambition,
Corruption, Neglect of Duty, Legalism,
Inconsistency, Sanctimony, Stumblingblocks and False Teachers. These well

sum up the matter.
Ian S. Davidson, Motherwell.

TREASURER'S REPORT
Another year's publishing has been successfully completed.
We have had a small increase in circulation due mainly to brethren sponsoring
copies to Africa. We are glad of this support and hope it will encourage our brethren
there. We would equally like to see more copies taken within the U.K.
I would like to record my thanks for the assistance given by a number of brethren.
Bro. Jimmy Sinclair assists greatly with the laborious task of wrapping, stamping and
posting the magazine each month. Bro, Jack Nisbet very generously gives me access
to his home computer each month to print the address labels - a great boon compared
to typingthem out each time. Bro. Joe Currie audits the books and appends his name

to this report. My thanks to these brethren and their wives for all their help.
You will notice in the Balance Sheet the large element of gifts we receive and
whichenables us to keep our subscription rate at £6.00.1 am conscious of the pressures
on our finances and it may become necessary to increase our rates for 1992.

One last thing. Let me remind you to check the expiry date given on the top line
of your address label. This will be in the form of month and year, e.g. DEC. 90 means
you have paid up to December, 1990 and your subscription is due fromJanuary, 1991.
It really does save a lot of time and effort makinglistsup for renewal, preparingand
remembering to enclose reminders if you will renew your subscription promptly.
I hope you enjoy your Scripture Standard through 1991 and that it leads you to
a deeper appreciation of God's word.
BALANCE SHEET 1990
INCOME

EXPENDITURE

Bank Current A/c

£206.38

Bank Deposit A/c

63.32

Subscriptions
Gifts
Bank Interest

£269.70
2182.27
1656.76
78.58

Printing (12 issues)
Reading Cards
Postages

£3404.70
42.00
470.66

Bank Current A/c

Bank Deposit A/c

£4187.31

£3917.36
151.55
118.40
£4187.31

J. K. KNELLER, Treasurer.

I have examined the books, receipts, etc. and find them to be correct and in good order.
J. H. Currie, (Auditor), 11th February, 1991.
Christ is not valued at all, unless valued above all.

Even the devil can quote scripture.
Horse sense is something which prevents horses betting on men.
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NEWS FROM THE
CHURCHES
Kirkcaldy: On the 27th January, 1991,
Anine McDonald, was baptised into
Christ. Many of the Sunday School chil
dren came to the Sunday morning Ser

In view of the above circumstances

this month's appeal will be for a general
fund to be held until Bill has established

priorities.

Cheques should be made out to
"Graeme Pearson (Ghana Appeal)" and
sent to G. Pearson, 13 Fairways,
Dunfermline, Fife. KY12 ODU.

vice to watch.

Anine has been coming to the
Ladies' Qass for some time, and after

NIGERIAN APPEAL

much study, decided to give her life to
Christ. We give thanks to God for her

who

decision.

correspondence courses, tracts and

Ruth Moyes (Sec.).

On behalfofall the i^ople in Nigeria
have

received

Bibles,

literature including the many who are

sendingthe Scripture Standard, I would
like to thank everyone who contributed.
We are now beginning to receive
COMING EVENTS

confirmation that the first ones have
arrived.

Tranent Social

To be held on Saturday, 16th March, at
4.00 p.m. in the Loch Centre.

Speakers: John Morgan, Hindley.
Bill Mair, Buckie.

The processof sendingout Biblesis
continuing, some second-hand ones
mixed with new so that more can be sent.

As we are still receiving requests

every week, we would be grateful for
anyfurtherdonationsto thiswork.Some
just need one Bible,suchasone old man

All Welcome

Kirkcaldy Social

Saturday, 6th April, at 3.30 p.m.
Speaker: Joe Nisbet
August Mission (Kirkcaldy)
12th-16th: Holiday Bible School.
14th-18th: Mission with M. Gaunt as

Speaker.

who can't read the print in an ordinary

Bible and has requested a large print
one, but others need many more. To
give you a couple of examples, there is
one congregation that has grown from
3 to 28 in the space of six months, many
of whom don't have Bibles. Another has

written to say that they are 50-100 short.
Another thing still being asked for is
literature such as, the life of Jesus, helps

GHANA REPORT

By the time you read this report,

in preparing sermons, or anything

brother Bill Cook should, God willing,
be in Ghana. Bill is booked to fly out

written on the Bible. If you have any
books or booklets, no longer needed,
the smaller the better because of postage
costs, we could put them to good use.

on 17th February from London. When
Bill arrives in Ghana he will set up a
bank account and the funds here will be

transferred and distributed as directed,

For

those

in

Scotland

to

save

postage, if you would like to pass any

e.g. medical, building, eyecare, gospel

books on to the church at Motherwell,

work, etc.

our sister Nancy Wardrop willhold them

After Bill has got settled and found
accommodation and furniture he will be

able

to

start

visiting the

various

congregations and it is hoped his first
report will be in the April issue of the
Scripture Standard.

there for collection by us.

Margery Purcell,
3 Dale Avenue,
Bramhall,

Stockport, Cheshire. SK7 2JP.
Tel. 061 439 1758.
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*Tr'S O.K. SON"

When caught for speeding one day, Johnny sawhisdad give the policeman a $5.00
bill with his driver's licence, "It's O.K. son," the father said as they drove away,
"everyone does it."

V^en Johnny was eight years old, he watched his Uncle George fudge on his

income tax return, "It's O.K.," the uncle said, "everyone does it."
On his first trip to the theatre at the age of nine, the seats were all sold out until
mother produced a crisp new ten dollar bill and gave it to the usher. "It's O.K. son,"
she said "everyone does it."

When Johnny was twelve he broke his glasses through carelessness, and his Aunt
Florence persuaded the insurance company the glasses were stolen and collected
$17.00. "It's O.K. son," she said "everyone does it."

On the football team at 15,the coach showed Johnny how to block the opponent
and grabthe shirtillegally at the sametime. "It's O.K. lad," the coach said,"everyone
does it."

When Johnny was 16 he took his first summerjob at the market. His assignment
was to put the over-ripeor half-rottentomatoes at the bottom of the basket and good
ones on top. "It's O.K. lad," the manager said "everyone does it."
When Johnny was 19 he was approached by an upper class-mate who offered the

final test answers for ten bucks. "It's O.K." he said "everyone does it."
Johnny was caught and sent home in disgrace, "How in the world could you do
this to your mother and me?" the father said. "You couldn't have gotten these ideas
fi-om home." The aunt and uncle were likewise indignant; "If there is anything the
adult world can't stand, it's guys who cheat."

Many a Johnny is wandering around in this world waiting for someone to come up
andsaythat oldfamiliar lineone more time... "It's O.K. Johnny,everyonedoesit."
QUIPS AND QUOTES

Some people have family reasons for not fighting the devil.
A sickly saint often makes a healthy hypocrite.

About the worstthingabout beinga "Yesman"isthat he will be told "No" at the judgment
A stitch in time also saves thread and unnecessary embarrassment.
The way a man lives, not the way a man dies, makes dying hard or easy.
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Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning.
APRIL, 1991

Vol. 59 No. 4

NONE GOOD BUT GOD
The other evening at our congregational Discussion Group a sister raised an
interesting question regarding the accuracy, or suitability, of a term quite commonly
heard, viz. "A Good Christian". She wanted to know if this description was relevant
or valid, and, if so, would the corollary of this be that there were also "Bad Christians".
And would it not follow that if a person was a "bad Christian" -e or she would not
in fact be a Christian at all? It is certainly true that we hear this kind of expression
quite often, i.e. that so-and-so is "a very good Christian", or that such-and such an
action was "not very Christian", or that so-and-so was far from showing "a Christian
attitude" etc.

Before we begin to think in terms of "Good Christians" and "Bad Christians"
we have surely got to understand what we mean by the word, and what constitutes a
Christian. "Christian" is a designation that I, personally, don't like very much, and
obviously it means all things to all men: excellently illustrated by the fact that Britain
is quite often referred to as "a Christian country". Even in the religious world the
word is much over-worked and has no certain meaning. Quite often the term is a
blanket description for nice and compassionate people, especially if they are engaged
in charitable endeavours. Even some of the men and women of the entertainment

industry ('Pop Stars') who perhaps make no claim whatsoever to being even slightly
religious, are described as fine Christian people, because they have collected vast sums
for charitable projects in the Third World. By and large, people do not become
Christians because they do good works: rather the reverse. Indeed some of the greatest
philanthropists who ever lived were completely atheistic.
SPARSE MENTION IN N.T.

And so, even in the religious world, this word "Christian" gets bandied about:
Christian Church, Christian Brethren, Christian Ideal, Christian Ethic, Christian Prin

ciples, etc. etc. In view of all this, it seems incredible that the Early Church managed
quite well without the term "Christian" for some fourteen years, and when the appelation was coined it certainly does not seem to have been produced by the apostles
or the church members themselves. Originally it was applied to church members by
people outwith the church, and was probably intended to be rather derogatory. Pre
viously to the word being invented the church members used to describe themselves
as disciples, saints and brethren, and, of course, they continued to do so even after
the word 'Christian' appeared. We read (in Acts 11:26) that Barnabas was making so
many converts at Antioch that he asked Paul to come and help him, and together for
a whole year, they taught much people and greatly multiplied the church. It was at
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this point in time, (about 44 AD) that we read that "the disciples were called Christians
first in Antioch." Prof. William Barclay, says, on this verse, (Quote) "The word
Christian began by being a nick-name. The people of Antioch were famous for their
facility in fmding jesting nicknames. The termination (-iani) means belonging to the
party of. For instance, Caesariani means belonging to Caesar's party. Christians means
'These Christ-folk'. It was a half-mocking, half-jesting, wholly contemptuous
nickname. But the Christians took that nickname and mtde it a name which all the
world was to come to know" (Unquote). J. W. McGarvey (Notes on Acts) disagrees
that it was ever a nick name because he thought there was nothing very belittling
about it, but adds (Quote) "True, in the only later occurrences of it in the N.T., it

appears as a name by which the disciples were called by others, rather than that by
which they called themselves but it is only natural that in the epistles which are all
addressed to Christians, other and more intimate titles should usually be employed."

(Unquote). As Brother McGarvey truly says in that short quote, the epistles were all
addressed to "Christians" but is it not incredible that the term is never used? Paul in

all his many epistles to a great host of brethren never ever employed the word 'Chris
tian'. Indeed the term appears only three times in the entire N.T. once as mentioned
above: once where King Agrippa said to Paul "Almost thou persuadest me to be a
Christian" (Acts 26:28); and once where the apostle Peter said that if anyone was to
suffer "as a Christian" he need not be ashamed (1 Peter 4:6). If the designation

"Christian" was originated by the apostles, or by the church, for general application
to church members it surely must be amazing that the word never appears in the entire

N.T. (apart from those three special instances just mentioned). In the BibleCommen
tary (by Jamieson, Fausset & Brown) we read (Quote) "This name originated not
within, but without, the church; not with their Jewish enemies by whom they were

styled "Nazarenes" and "Galileans" (Ch. 24:5) but with the heathen in Antioch, and
(as the form of the word shows), with the Romans, not the Greeks there (Olshausen).
It was not, at first, used in a good sense (as Chap. 26:28 & 1 Peter 4:16 show), though
hardly framed out of contempt (as De Wette, Baumgarten etc.) but as it was a noble
testimony to the light in which the church regarded Christ; honouring Him as their
Lord and Saviour, dwellingcontinually upon His name, and glorying in it — so it was
felt to be too apposite and beautiful to be allowed to die." (Unquote).
Without wishing to labour the point, it does seem most odd that, if 'Christian'
wasa namegiven bythe church to themselves, or one generally approved of by the
apostles, it is conspicuous by its absence from the pages of the N.T. Paul never wrote
"to the Christians at Corinth, Ephesus or Galatia, etc." but always "to the saints in
Christ and faithful brethren", or, sometimes, "to them sanctified in Christ, called to

be saints". He had unlimited opportunities to speak of the 'Christians' around him,
but never used the word, even once; and, after all, he was at Antioch when the term

was coined, and his epistles ranged in origin from 7-25 years thereafter. Jude wrote

(some25yearsthereafter) "to them that are sanctified" and likewise nevermentioned
the word. John wrote (some50yearsthereafter) "to mylittlechildren"or "my beloved"
and never mentions 'Christians'. James didn't write "to all the Christians scattered
abroad" but "to his brethren" in the twelve tribes scattered abroad: and he too, never

used the word 'Christian'. Peter, who used the word once (in the context already

mentioned) didn't write "to all the 'Christians' scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia,
etc" but to "the elect" and "to those who have obtained like faith". Thus we see

Peter's limit to his use of the term, (and his second epistle wassome 23 years thereafter).
Although nothing conclusive is claimed for this apparent oddity, it does seem to
indicate that the term 'Christian' was not very common currency in the vocabulary of
the apostles and Early Church.
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Subject to the above proviso, I now use the term in describing the definition of
a 'Christian'. The reUgious world would, of course, give us a hundred conflicting
answers to the question "What is a Christian" but the best place (indeed the only
place) for a sure definition is the N.T. In the Acts of the Apostles we have a great
wealth of information as to how men and women, from all walks of life, Jews, Gentiles

and Samaritans, converted to Christ and became members of His Church. Initially,

on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:41) around 3,000 were immersed and became the
nucleus of the Church in Jerusalem. The apostle Peter had preached to great throngs
in the city, (showing who Christ really was and how He had fulfilled all Messianic
prophecy in the O.T.). Peter spoke so forcefully that many were convicted and called
out "What shall we do." Peter's reply, given then and still applicable today, was
"Repent and be baptised (immersed) every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit'*. (Acts 2:37). 3,000
obeyed. All subsequent conversions (and many are recorded in the Acts) followed
precisely the same form, i.e. men having heard the true gospel; and having become
convicted of their sins; decided to amend their careless ways by their repentance.
They also publicly expressed their belief in Christ and started their new life in Christ
with 'a clean slate' i.e. by washing away their sins in the waters of baptism. Even in
the conversion of the apostle Paul himself, there was no deviation from this procedure,
and in consequence of his repentance he was counselled by Ananias to "arise, and be
baptised, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord." (Acts 22:16).
Those, and only those, who opted to be "born again" in this way were added to the
Church and entered the brotherhood of Christ: becoming ^Christians'. However, many
refused the opportunity, as many still do today. Indeed, as we have seen. King Agrippa's reaction to the preaching of Paul was, "ALMOST thou persuadest me to be a
Christian", thus exercising his option not to be a Christian. Millions since are in the
same position, almost persuaded, but lost.
ADD TO YOUR FAITH

The question with which we started off was, of course, whether there were "good"
Christians and "bad" Christians. The N.T. certainly talks about good seed, good
tidings, good measure, good gifts etc. but never good Christians, or good churches,
for that matter. Presumably no person, or no church, is wholly good or bad, but
somewhere-in-between. We all have our strengths and weaknesses; we are all partly
wise and partly foolish; partly generous and partly mean; partly enthusiastic and partly
indifferent; partly militant and partly disinterested partly dependable and partly erratic,
etc. Even Paul refers to the continual warfare within himself, that when he intended

to do good he found himself doing the opposite. (Rom. 8:18). In the letters to the
seven churches (Rev. 2 & 3) we see that the churches were, like people, and like the
curate's egg (good only in parts). They were partly hot and partly cold: partly this
and partly that: for some things, highly commended, for others, roundly condemned.
None were described as good or bad, but all were advised and exhorted to become
BETTER. In any case, Jesus Himself refused to be called 'good' and when the young
rich ruler addressed Him as "Good Master" Jesus rejected the description and said,
'There is none good but One, and that is God." (Matt. 19:17).
What becomes of Christians after conversion depends upon a whole mixture of
circumstances. Firstly, it is not unknown for people to convert to please parents, to
impress their boss; to seek to marry a church member or even to get a food parcel,
etc., and so they may be 'still born', and not re-bom. Some babes in Christ die early
from malnutrition, or lack of help and encouragement - never receiving sincere milk
much less strong meat. Some converted on a wave of emotion during a highly charged
'Campaign' and have cooled somewhat, for some churches make regular and rapid
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conversions but lose members just as fast and remain the same size (like a bath with
running taps but the plug hole open). Some have come from a 'Christian' background
and are buttressed around with advice and support, while others have come from a
really rough environment and have brought with them habits and prejudices. Some
have tangled marital ties; some rescued from alcoholism, prostitution, drug-abuse and
homosexuality. Surely much depends upon the point from which we start. Even the
twelve, specially chosen by Jesus and who actually lived with Him for some years,
observed all His miracles and heard all His words; were not wholly good: for one
betrayed Him, one denied Him; all were upbraided for their unbelief and eventually
all forsook Him and fled.

And so it would seem not so much a matter of good, or bad Christians, but of
BETTER Christians. Christ is the model: He set the very high standard to be attained,
and that does not leave much room for any complacency. Paul never described himself
as a good Christian, but "as chief of sinners" and was concerned that having preached
to others he, himself, might be castaway. There is always room for improvement and
growth. "GROW in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ."

(2 Peter 3:18). "And besides this, ADD to your faith" says Peter; "add such things as,
virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness and love."
"For if these things be in you and abound" ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful
in the knowledge of our Lx)rd Jesus Christ. (2 Peter 1:5). We will never be 'good' but
we can all try to be better.
EDITOR.

GLEANINGS
"Let her glean even among the sheaves." Ruth 2:15
I FOLLOW AFTER

"Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect; but I follow
after."

(Philippians 3:12)
WE QUOTE — L. EDWARDS

"I would have my Saviour with me. For I dare not walk alone;
I would feel His presence near me. And His arm around me thrown.
Then my soul shall fear no ill. While He leads me where He will;
I will go without a murmur, And His footsteps follow still."
RECOGNIZE YOUR IMPERFECTIOINS

"Recognize your imperfections." We will be of little use for God or man if we
go through life on the tiptoes of a fancied superiority. Paul did not do that. He was
intensely practical. "Not as though I had already attained or were already perfect.
Better by far to stand foursquare on the firm ground of experience, recognizing that
while much ground has been gained, much remains to be captured."
A. Soutter.
A MAN'S BEST DESIRES

"A man's best desires are always the index and measure of his possibilities; and
the most difficult duty that a man is capable of doing is the duty that above all he
should do."

Charles H. Brent.

THAT HE MAY DO IT THROUGH YOU

"Cease trying to work for God and begin allowing God to do His work in you
so that He may do it through you."
K.C.
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MORE THAN CONQUERORS

"We cannot rise triumphant over any trial until we see the victory beyond. Nothing
more commends the glorious Captain of our Salvation to the admiration and imitation
of every suffering soldier in life's battle, than the victoriousness of His Spirit. He is
the triumphant Christ, and He is leading us on to be more than conquerors through
Him that loved us."

A. B. Simpson.
GOD'S RICH PROVISION

"There is no possible gift or grace in which we are deficient that is not stored in

Christ, in whom the fulness of God abides. Did we but understand this, surely not a
moment would elapse without our availing ourselves of God's rich provision."
F. B. Meyer.
BE CAREFUL

"Too much taken up with our work, we may forget our Master; it is possible to
have the hands full and the heart empty."
Adolphe Monord.
MORE WISE WORDS FROM W. RILEY

"We are all workmen, each after his kind, servants of one master; and if God gives
grace to use our opportunities as we ought, we may all enter, even now, into the joy
of the Lord."

"Ineffective depression is a kind of idleness, and I will kill it with industry."
"I can understand that none of these things satisfies in itself, and that you may
have 'all things and abound,' and yet crave something you cannot work for and earn."
ACTS AND FACTS

ADOLPH SAPHIR, the eminent Hebrew Christian teacher, said: "If I were to

live my life over again I would spend less time in service and more time in prayer."
"Pray without ceasing." (1 Thess. 5:17). "In everything by prayer." (Phil. 4:6).
Selected by Leonard Morgan.

A CREED THAT NEEDS NO REVISION
Several major denominations have revised, even re-written their creeds in recent

years. Other groups are considering the same. The most notable of these projects has
involved the revision of the historic Westminster ConfessionofFaith of the Presbyterian
Church. The original document, being thoroughly Calvinistic and conservative, has
grown distasteful to the modern leaders of that church. We who are New Testament

Christians should thank God that we have a creed that needs no revision. It is just as
relevant and truthful today as it was when issued by the holy apostles and prophets
in the first century. Of course, I speak of the New Covenant of Jesus Christ, which
is the final and complete revelation from God to man, and the only rule of faith and
practice for the church of Christ.
L

Our Creed can never be revised.

Our Creed was written by an all-wise God. He, only was able to produce a
document that would be suited for every man in every generation. Since its author is
God, no man, nor group of men, is qualified to lift the pen to change a single point
of its teaching. No spiritual question can arise that this heavenly document does not
speak to. Hear Paul : "Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for teaching,
for re-proof, for correction, for instruction which is in righteousness: that the man of
God may be complete, furnished completely, unto every good work" (2 Tim. 3:16,17).
It was not the genius of the scripture writer that made our creed so excellent. Rather,
David said: "The Spirit of Jehovah spake by me, and his work was upon my tongue"
(2 Sam. 23:2).
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2. Our creed was "once for all delivered unto the saints*' (Jude 3). That is, it was

final and complete. Mormons, Adventists and others believe inacontinuing revelation,
but true followers of Jesus accept their New Testament as God's last word to man,

thatwill stand unto Judgment Day. Some might argue that this leaves us disadvantaged,
but the writers of our creed were guided into "allthe truth" bythe Holy Spirit of God
(John 16:13). If we have in their writings all ofthe truth, what else could be given us
by some so-called modem-day "revelation."
3. Our creed was sealed and dedicated by the blood of Jesus. When the Saviour
instituted the communion supper, "he took a cup, and gave thanks, and gave to them

saying. Drink ye all ofit; for this ismy blood ofthe covenant..." (Matt. 26:27). He
likely alludes to that time in the past when Moses sprinkled the book ofthe law with
the blood of calves andgoats, water, scarlet wool andhyssop saying, "This istheblood
of the covenant which God commanded to you-ward" (Heb. 9:19,20). So Jesus' blood,
which flowed from his wounds on Calvary, sealed our creed. Can this be said of any

other religious document in Christendom, however ancient and honoured? No one
would dare make such a claim for their creed, discipline or manual.

4. Our creed will stand forever. After giving his great prophecy of the judgment
of Jerusalem, the Lord sealed it with this solemn declaration: "Heavenand earth shall

pass away, but my words shall not pass away" (Matt. 24:35). Not only is this true of
that one prophecy, but of every word Jesus wrote and commissioned his apostles to
write. Such a creed stands no revision.

5. Our creedistruth. It istotallytruthful,i.e., it admitsof no error or short-coming.

Also it is the sum total of spiritual truth. Jesus in his prayer to the Fathersaid: "Thy
word is truth" (John 17:17). It is true because it honours God and the Son as they
should be honoured. It gives a true picture of man; made in the image of God, but
a convicted sinner (Rom. 3:23). It gives us the true way of salvation through faithful
obedience to Christ (Gal. 3:26,27). All the creeds of men make it a special point of

emphasis to deny baptism its proper role in salvation. Our creed says: "baptism doth
also now save us" (1 Peter 3:21). The world must learn that only truth can make us
free (John 8:32).
6. Our creed is universal. It is suitable for all men in every society. There is but

one faith (Eph. 4:5). Jesus charged his apostles to preachhis gospel to everycreature
in all of the world (Mark 16:15). The needs of the aborigine in Australia and the

sophisticated Bostonian are all fully met in the will ofJesus. With all the progress of
technology, theneeds ofman arestill thesame aswhen thescriptures were written.
Our creedaloneismutually acceptable to everybeliever. Members of anydenomi
nation on earth can and will accept the scriptures as a standardof authority. But this
cannot be said about any other creed ever written.

7. Our creed would bring the "ecumenical unity" men are seeking for, if they

would lay aside all others and follow this creed exclusively. We know that this was
the prayer of Jesus (John 17:20,21). The great mystery is why religious men have
failed to see this. Or havetheyrefused to accept it, preferring their own schemes and
plans?

Can you visualise a great gathering of religious leaders from the many different
denominations? The agenda calls for a forum to find an acceptable basfs for unity.
The Methodist would rise and suggest that his Discipline would surely be a fine basis
for a unitedstance. But immediately the Baptist would object. Would not his Manual
be better? Besides there are points in the Methodist creed that are at variance with
thescripture. On and on it would go, for no sectarian would give uphis creed for the
creed of another sect. All feel that theirs is best. But could not a Christian stand and
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plead with all to accept his creed, theNew Testament ofJesus? Who would object to
it? Upon what grounds would he object? Already it is held inhonour by all represen
tatives. Why have men not recognised and followed this simple, workable course?
Ashley Johnson presents a fine illustration of this lesson in his book The Great Con
troversy.

8. Ourcreed isa living message. It never grows obsolete. Hebrews 4:12 says, "The
word of God is livingand active ..." Any book that man writes is dated. It will soon

be out-dated. Not so our creed. If any of today's intelligentsia thinks that scriptures
are out of touch with modern man, then let him write a better book that does as fine
a job in meeting our needs.

9. This creed is the sole standard by which we will be judged (John 12:48). It is
God's message of salvation to lost men (James 1:21). To reject the creed of Christ is
to reject the Author and the Father that sent Him (John 13:20).

Do we truly appreciate our creed which needs no revision? Are we telling the
world of its virtues and blessings?
J. Waddey.

FORGIVE

It sometimes seems thatoneofthemost difficult abilities for Christians to acquire
is that offorgiving brethren who have offended them. Atthesame time, itisabsolutely
essential that we must develop this ability if we are to be accounted as righteous in
the eyes of our heavenly Father. Jesus does not even encourage us to ask God for
forgiveness of our own sins while we are holding grudges against others.
It is highly significant that he included this principle, in the sample prayer that
he gave tohis disciples in response totheir request that he teach them topray. "Forgive
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors" (Matt. 6:12). That he was using the word
"debts" primarily of unpaid spiritual or moral obligations is clearfrom the comment
with which he immediately followed the prayer. "Forifye forgive men their trespasses
(sideslips, lapses or deviations, i.e., (unintentional) errors or (wilful) transgressions.
— Strong), your heavenly Father will also forgive you: but if ye forgive not men their
trespasses, neitherwill your Father forgive your trespasses" (vv. 14,15). Thiscontains

no loophole or escape clause. Only those who forgive will be forgiven. No alternate
route to forgiveness is acceptable.

In Mark 11:25,26 wefindthe thoughtexpressedin the formof a positivecommand,
followed with a warning of what will happen if we ignore the command. "When ye
stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in

heaven may forgive you your trespasses. But if ye do not forgive, neither will your
Father which is heaven forgive your trespasses."

Nothing in the Scriptures suggest that our spiritual obligation to forgive those
who offend us has any relationship to whether or not they deserve to be forgiven.
Neither is there a limit placed on the number of times that the Lordexpects to forgive
them. When Peter indirectly suggested that he thought that it would be going to a
generous extreme to forgive the same person seven times, Jesus replied, "I say not
unto thee, Until seven times; but Until seventy times seven" (Matt. 18:22).
Are you expecting to be saved without having forgiven those that you feel have
trespassed against you? As a precaution, it may be wise to make a long, thoughtful
and prayerful appraisal of your attitude toward them.

The ApostleJames pointedout an obvious but often ignoredtruth whenhe wrote,

"My belov^ brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow tospeak, slow to wrath:
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for the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God" (James 1:19,20). Wrath

and forgiveness are not compatible. They simply cannot dwell in the same heart at
the same time. It is impossible for them to agree on a course of action. Wrath says
of its object: "Hurt, punish, humiliate, destroy!" Forgiveness says of the forgiven:
"Comfort, strengthen, guide, save!"

Applying a pseudoscriptural euphemism to our angerinno way lessens itscapacity
to bringabout evilresults.Much that paradesunderthe nameof'^righteous indignation"
is only old-fashioned anger trying to make itself seem respectable in the Christian
church. Indeed it is extremely difficult to find the term "righteous indignation" any
where in the Bible. The indignation of God is several times mentioned, and we know
that he is always righteous in his ways. Unhappily the same cannot be said of the
indignation of men. Indeed when the word is used in connection with the emotions
of men, it is accompanied by evil companions. "Unto them that are contentious and
do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, tribulation
and anguish upon every soul of man that doeth evil" (Rom.2:8). Indignation, wrath,
anger, or vindictive acts never work the righteousness of God.
"Be ye angry, and sin not; let not the sun go down upon your wrath: neither give
place to the devil" (Eph. 4:26,27).
"If you are angry, do not let anger lead you into sin; do not let sunset find you
still nursing it; leave no loophole for the devil" (N.E.B.)

"Nevergoto bed angry —Don't give thedevil that sortoffoothold" Eph. 4:26,27.
(Phillips Translation) .
J. Phillips.

FRIENDLY OBSTACLES
For every hill I've had to climb,
For every stone that bruised my foot,
For all the blood and sweat and grime,
For blinding storm and burning heat,

My heart sings but a grateful" song —
These were the things that made me strong.
For all the heartaches and the tears.

For all the anguish and the pain.
For gloomy days and fruitless years.
And for the hopes that lived in vain,
I do give thanks, for now I know,
These were the things that helped me grow.
Tis not the softer things of life.
Which stimulates man's will to strive.

But bleak adversity and strife
Do most to keep man's will alive.
O'er rose-strewn paths the weaklings creep.
But brave hearts dare to climb the steep.
Author Unknown.

In the Old Testament it was God for His people. That was wonderful. In the Gospels,
it was Emmanuel, God with His people. But in the Acts of the Apostles and in the

Epistles it is best of all, God in His people. God the Father for His people; God the
Son with His people; and God the Holy Spirit in His people. What an amazing truth!
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Conducted by

'Tion box

Alf Marsden

"Ever since I was converted I have tried to live the Christian life to the best of my

ability, but I am always conscious of my failings in this respect. My question is this:
'Do you believe it is possible to live up to the high standard that the Bible sets*?"

Dear questioner. 1 believe this to be a cry from the heart, and one which could
be echocd by many of us. Having said that, however, I must add that if the Bible is
God's Word to us, and if it contains, as we believe, God's definitive statements

regarding salvation and Christian living, then it would have been very remiss of Him
to have set standards which He knew could not be achieved by human beings. In
defence of our God and His Christ I believe that has to be said. I wonder, though,

how the questioner has arrived at the point signified by the question. Is it because of
a close perusal and study of the text of the Bible; is it because of observation of the
lives of fellow-Christians; is it because of teaching given both in the Church, and the
related literature of the Church; or is it a combination of these plus something else.
I think we shall have to look at these points in some detail in order to ascertain
whether or not the question ought to have been asked at all.
A STUDY OF THE TEXT

A study of the Bible can reap many blessings and, dependent on our response
to its demands, can also present some pitfalls; but the pitfalls will be of our own

making. If, for example, our study leads us to believe that we have achieved everything
thai God wants us to achieve, and that consequently we are the complete Christian,
then we shall have fostered ourselves the sins of arrogance, pride, and self-sufficiency,
and this will be reflected in our dealings and our debates with other people; the end
result will be the degeneration of the Christian ethic. If, on the other hand, our study
leads us to believe that God's requirements of us are unachieveable, then we shall
have fostered ourselves the seeds of doubt and despair, and the end result will be the
same as in the previous example. Either way, we shall have failed God because our
Christian minds will have failed to develop a biblical perspective which will strike a
balance between untempered arrogance and dark despair. TTie exhortation which says,
"Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividingthe word of truth" (2Tim.2:15) has not been met in the casesmentioned.
So how do we get this biblical balance?
It is a well-known fact that a Christian is a 'servant of God and Christ'; even the

apostles classed themselves as such. A Bible student will not have travelled very far
in his study before he realises with startling clarity that he is called upon to 'serve'.
We must serve, but it must be equally evident that there must be varying limits as to
what we can achieve individually. The old saying, "They also serve who only stand
and waif" is very true, and Paul makes this same point in 1 Thess. 1:9,10. All people
are different, and this applies to Christians as well. We are different in stature, intel
ligence, capability, potential, and so we could go on, and it would be unreasonable
to expect that every Christian could achieve everything set out in God's Word. The
saint who looks and waits with eager anticipation for the return of his Lord has his
place with the one who busies himself round the church building; the saint who offers
food, drink, and shelter in the name of the Lord to some needy soul has his place
with the one who bestows great financial benefits to the church; the saint who struggles
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Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning.
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THE LAND OF PROMISE
In last month's article 1 mentioned the Christadelphians and also the modern
doctrine of Pre-millenialism. Belief in the coming'Millenium' is not confined to Chris

tadelphians, but, of course, is a widely held beliefthroughout many religious denomi
nations. Before leaving the subject (Pre-millenialism) it maybe beneficial to comment
upon what amounts to perhaps the most basic reasonbehind the doctrine: (certainly
the one most offered in justification for tlie alleged "millenial' reign of Christ) i.e.
that thepromises made to Abraham were never received personally byhim. The theory
in essence means that, since God had never refused to honour a promise, Abraham
will have to be brought back from the dead, some time in the future, and be given
the 'promised land'. As we can imagine, there are many versions and variations of
the premillenial theme, but essentially it is asserted that Christ will return prior(pre-)
to the 'millenium' (1,000 years)and will reign overthe earth for 1,000 yearson David's
old ivory throne. Associated with this idea is the conviction that all Jews will return

to Palestine and be restored to their ancient heritage. This grand doctrine of 'The
Thousand Years Reign' is based upon a tiny fragment of a verse at Rev. 20:4 which,

in fact, does not say that Christ will reign for 1,000 years but says, rather, that ••the
souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus" would live and reignfor a
thousand years (with Christ). This is, of course radically different from saying that

Christ's reign would belimited to 1,000 years: afterall,Jesus has already been reigning
over His kingdom for nearly 2,000 years and will continue so to reign until his foes
are all put under His feet. (1 Cor. 15:25). In any case, Rev. 20:4applies onlyto those
••beheaded" for the witness of Christ" and such must be very limited in number.

With regard to the ideas that all Jews will eventually return to Palestine (assuming
that there will be room for the teeming millions of them), it is usually found that the
O.T. prophecies advanced to justify this theory, have alreadybeen fulfilled, and were,
in any case, prophesying the return of the Jews to Palestine after their captivities: not
at the millenium. Pre-millenialists have a habit of selecting O.T. prophecies and
applying them to the future, when, in fact.they have already been fulfilled. The N.T.
writers, such as Peter and Paul provide the best commentaries on O.T. prophecy and

they never envisaged a return ofJews to Canaan^but spoke always interms of Christ's
kingdom being entirely spiritual: destined forheaven, notPalestine. We should always
keep in mind that most O.T. prophets wrote either before, or during, the Captivities
of Israel and Judah, in Syria or Babylon, and although they predicted the return of
a remnant of Jews to their homeland: these predictions came to pass under Ezra and

Nehemiah about 450 BC: after which nothing was ever said about Jews gathering in
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Jerusalem. Indeed during the following 400 years (between the Old and New Testa
ments) God said nothing at all: not a word.
What Was Promised?

In dealing with the claim that Abraham never personally received the land prom
ised by God, we would, first of all, be best to look at exactly what was promised to
Abraham. The first mention of Abraham is in Gen. 11:27, and his death is recorded

in Gen. 25. Between those two events, God made the same promise to Abraham
about six or seven times (which was not often, over a lifespan of 175 years). Space
precludes a verbatim quote of all the references but those that follow will suffice.
God instructed Abraham to leave his ancestral home in Ur of the Chaldeas, and

to move to a land that God would show him, with the accompanying promise, "I will
make thee a great nation, and will bless thee and make thy name great, and thou shalt
be a blessing. And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse them that curse thee;

and ui thee shall ail families of the earth be blessed." (Gen. 12:2). When Abraham
reached this land (Canaan), after a long journey, God said, "Unto thy seed will I give
this land." (Gen. 12:7). It is important to notice that the 'promised land' is to be given
to Abraham's SEED, or progeny. In due course and years later, when Abraham and
Lot separated, Abraham moved again to Canaan and God said, "Lift up your eyes
and look northward, southward, eastward and westward. For all the land which thou

seest to thee will I give it, and to thy seed forever. And I will make thy seed as the dust
of the earth. Arise walk through the land and in the length of it, and in the breadth
of it, for I will give it unto thee." '(Gen 13:12). Still later, after Abraham had rescued

Lot from captivity and paid tithes to Melchizedek God made a covenant with Abraham,
saying, "UNTO THY SEED have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the
great river, the river Euphrates, the Kenites and the Kenizzites, and the Kadmonites,
and the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Rephaims. And the Amorites, and the

Canaanites, and the Girgashites, and the Jebusites." (Gen 15:18). Again we notice

that the promise was to Abraham's SEED (his offspring) and we notice also that
'promised land' was larger than just Canaan. Much later, after Abraham's preparedness
to offer up his only son Isaac, God declared, "By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord,
for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thine only son. That in
blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of
heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea-shore; and thy seed shall possess the
gate of his enemies, and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because
thou hast obeyed my voice." (Gen. 22:16).

Finally, when Abraham was sending his servant on a quest to find a suitable wife
for his son Isaac, he said, '^e Lord God which took me from my father's house, and
from the land of my kindred, and which spake unto me, and that sware unto me,
saying, UNTO THY SEED will I gave this land: he shall send His angel before thee
and thou shalt take a wife unto my son from thence." (Gen. 24:7).

It seems that, even in Abraham's own understanding of the promise, the land

was to be given to his descendants: his seed. Obviously if the promise had materialised
in Abraham's time, there would be no cause to reiterate it to his sons, but it was
transferred to Isaac. God said to Isaac, "I will bless thee, for unto thee and THY

SEED, I will give all these countries and I will perform the oath which I sware unto
Abraham thy father." Thus, the fulfilment of the promise to Abraham was yet future,

even in Isaac's day. (Gen, 26:2). Likewise the promise was still something in the future
in Jacob's day (son of Isaac) for much later God transferred the same promise to

Jacob, i.e. that his seed would be as numerous as the stars of heaven, that he would
enlarge his borders in every direction and that the land he lay upon would be given
to HIS SEED (Gen. 28:13).
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From all this we can surely see that although the promise was made originally to
Abraham (and in turn, personally to Isaac and Jacob) its fulfilment wasever intended
to be enjoyed by Abraham's offspring, well down the corridors of time.
SEVERAL PROMISES INVOLVED

Clearly, more than one promise was involved: there were several: viz. (1) God
would make Abraham a great nation; (2) God would bless those that blessed Abraham
and cursed those that cursed him; (3) and was promised; the 'Promised Land'; (4)
Abraham's descendants would be numberless: as the stars of heaven, and (5) in
Abraham would all the nations of the earth be blessed.

Promise No. 1 was certainly fulfilled for Abraham was father, not only of the
Jews, but a large number of other races, including the Arabs. The Bible also shows
that promise No. 2 was fulfilled and that those who blessed Abraham were blessed
of God, and vice versa. Promise No. 4 was also fulfilled for we read (after Israel's

4(K) years slavery in Egypt) in Deut . 10:22, "Thy fathers went down into Egypt with
three score and ten persons: and now the Lord thy God hath made thee as the stars of
heaven for multitude/' Promise No. 5 is commented upon by Paul (in Gal. 3:8,16)
and is fulfilled in Christ and the gospel. This leaves Promise No. 3 (the land-promise)
and is, of course, the point at issue. Has the land-promise been fulfilled to Abraham
and his seed: or is it awaiting the 'millenium'?
THE PROMISE FULFILLED

As previously mentioned, the best commentators on O.T. prophecy are the N.T.
prophets and writers. Stephen (in Acts 7) gives us a wonderful 'potted' history of the
Jews (well worth another read) and at v,17 seems to indicate that the original promise
given to Abraham was always futuristic and destined for his seed after their rescue
from bondage in Egypt, for he says, "BUT WHEN THE TIME OF THE PROMISE
DREW NIGH which God had sworn to Abraham, the people grew and multiplied in

Egypt." I'm sure we prefer the word of Stephen to that of any other pre-millenialist,

and here Stephen says that the time of fulfilment of the promise made to Abraham
was when the Israelites were multiplying in Egypt. It also follows that if the promise
drew nigh at that time, it cannot draw nigh at the alleged millenium. Indeed, after

escaping from Egypt under Moses, the land-promise wasreiterated to Israel (the seed
of Abraham) but was by this time conditional upon their loyalty and fidelity to God.
God said, "For if ye shall diligently keep all those commandments which I command
you to do them, to love the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways, and to cleave
unto him. Then will the Lord drive out all these nations from before you, and ye shall

possess greater and mightier nations than yourselves. Every place whereon the soles of
your feet shall tread shall be yours, from the wilderness and Lebanon, from the river,
the river Euphrates, even unto the uttermost sea." (Deut. 11:24). We forget, I suppose,
that all the many powerful nations already occupying the 'promised land' had to be
dispossessed and driven out. This was to be contingent upon Israel's love and allegiance
to God. Did it come to oass?

Joshua sums up the conquest by saying, "And the Lord gave unto Israel ALL
THE LAND which He sware unto their fathers, AND THEY POSSESSED it and dwelt

therein, and the Lord gave them rest round about, according to all that He sware unto
their fathers: and there stood not a man of all their enemies before them: the Lord

delivered all their enemies into their hand. There failed not ought of any good thing

which the Lord had spoken unto the house of Israel; ALL CAME TO PASS." (Joshua
21:43). Christadelphians and others may claim that the promise to Abraham has still
to be fulfilled but this passage contradicts them all. Joshua says that God gave to
Israel ALL THE LAND that was promised to Abraham; and they not only dwelt in
it but possessed it. Respecting the promise; all came to pass. This is confirmed in 1
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Kings 4:21, where we read,"And Solomon reigned over all kingdoms, from the river
unto the land of the Philistines, and unto the border of Egypt: they brought presents
and served Solomon all the days of his life."
In Nehemiah (9:7,8) the Levites, in praising God, said, "Thou art the Lord, the
God who didst choose Abraham . . . and foundest his heart faithful before Thee, and

madest a covenant with him, to give him the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the

Amorites, the Perizzites, and the Jebusites, and the Girgashites, to^ve it I say TO HIS
SEED and HAST PERFORMED THY WORDS, for Thou art righteous." And so the
Levites were also convinced that the land-promise to Abraham had been fulfilled.

Indeed, the Levites go on to be more specific about the fulfilment, and to describe
how Israel ultimately proved to be disloyal to God and lost in idolatry. "Their children
also multiplied Thou as the stars of heaven, and BROUGHTEST THEM INTO THE
LAND, concerning which Thou had promised to their fathers, that they should go in
to possess it. So the children went in AND POSSESSED THE LAND and Thou subdued
before them the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, and gavest them into their
hands, with their kings and the people of the land, that they might do with them as
they would ... Nevertheless they were disobedient, and rebelled against Thee, and cast
Thy law behind their backs, and slew Thy prophets which testified against them, to
turn them to Thee, and they wrought great provocations. Therefore Thou delivered

them into the hands of their enemies ..." Israel certainly received all the land promised
to Abraham, but eventually lost it again.
Conclusion

Space has more than gone and allows only a quick summing-up. Obviously some
promises made to Abraham could not materialise in his actual life-time: e.g. it took
centuries for his descendants to multiply as the stars of heaven, and the land-promise
was evidently also destined for the Israelites (his seed) much later in time. Abraham
had vast numbers of other seed, not only through Ishmael, but through Zimran,
Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, Shuah, and others, but the 'the promise' came only
through his son Isaac. As we have seen, Abraham's own perception of the promise
was that it would not come to him personally but to his descendants. And so, Abraham
received the promise in that his seed received it, just as Isaac and Jacob received the
same promise in that their seed received it. If the promise was received in O.T. times
by Israel, there will be no need of a 'millenium', or for bringing back Abraham to
receive something already received.
Sadly, Israel having received the land forfeited it again by their habitual indiffer
ence and disobedience, and, having lost it, were taken into captivity. Is there a lesson
here for us? We also have received 'a promise' of everlasting life; but it is a promise
easily capable of forfeiture. As Paul says, "Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being
left us (of entering into his rest) any ofus should seem to come short of it." (Heb .4:1).
EDITOR.

GLEANINGS
"Let her glean even among the sheaves." Ruth 2:15
Who are the Great?

"It is not improbable that the noblest human beings are to be found in the least
favoured conditions of society, among those whose names are never uttered beyond
the narrow circle in which they toil and suffer, who have but "two mites" to give

away, who have perhaps not even that, but who "desire to be fed with the crumbs
which fall from the rich man's table;" for in this class may be found those who have

withstood the severest temptations, who have practised the most arduous duties, who
have confided in God under the heaviest trials, who have been most wronged and
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have forgiven most; and these are the great, the exalted. It matters nothing what the
particular duties are to which the individual is calljed —how minute or obscure in their
outward form. Greatness, in God's sight, lies not in the extent of the sphere that is
filled, or of the effect which is produced, but altbgether in the power of virtue in the

soul, in the energy with which God's will is chdsen, with which trial is borne, and
goodness loved and pursued. - Channing.
Art thou religious?

"Religion does not consist entirely in praying and worshipping God; the holy man
takes religion into all his concerns. Godliness will make good husbands and wives;
good parents and children; good masters and mistresses; good tradesmen, good ser
vants, and good subjects. It does this to the astonishment of all who deserve it; and
this is the best way people can take to promote thp gospel, and make their neighbours
like it. Thus the believer becomes a practical preacher, "holding forth the word of
life". Our light must shine before men; and thein, they seeing our good works will
glorify our Father who is in heaven.
Knowledge

Lord Bacon, on the design of knowledge, says: "He who seeks knowledge truly,

does not seek a couch wherein to rest a languid |Spirit; nor a terrace, for a valuable
mind and wandering feet to walk up and down yvith a fair prospect: nor a fort and
commanding ground, for strife and contention; nor a shop for self-interest; but a rich

storehou.se, for the glory of the Creator, and the,relief of man."
Christian integrUy

"The gospel requires of all who profess it, perfect integrity; not only the not lying
to one another in word, but in deed also; not only the shunning of all evil, but of the
appearance of evil also. Christians are denominated the children of the day and of
the light. "Let us who are of the day," says the Apostle, "be sober: for we are not of
the night or of darkness." They are called children of the day, because they have
professed to believe in an everywhere present and all wise God. They profess to
believe in the perfection of his moral character, as holy, just, and good: and in their
responsibility to his judgment seat. Because God is everywhere and sees and knows
all things - because he is true and requires truth, and will bring every work into
judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good or whether it be evil - and all

Christians have professed to believe this - it is r^uired and expected of them to live
and act uprightly. As the darkness and the light — day and night - are both alike to

God, they arc alike, too, to all children of God. They are true —they are honest
before God and their fellow creatures. They will not do in the dark or in secret, what
they would not do openly in the light of day. Or if any do, or would do this, they
walk not, or would not walk uprightly, according to the truth of the gospel."
A fragment
"In God's Word we behold the excellency of His character; we learn His laws
and our duty. In worship we pay homage to God. In almsgiving we pay Him tribute.

In the Breaking of Bread we confess Christ before the world, profess to live in Him,
and for Him; and to look for His coming in glory. In prayer we acknowledge His

providence; "and praise is our rent to the great ^ord from whom we hold our all."
Selected by Leonard Morgan from The Gospel Banner and Biblical Treasury;
containing the writings of Alexander Campbell and Coadjutors in America and Great

Britain. 1849.

i

ANCHOR OF THE SOUL
What a delightful theme this is to meditate upon, particularly so when we read
this passage in the Hebrew letter chapter 6 verses 19-20; "Which hope we have as an
anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which entereth into that within the
vail; whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest forever.
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after the order of Melchisedec."

Every sailing vessel carries an anchor which is useful for stopping the course or
fixing a vessel at sea. In the above passage hope is likened to such an anchor keeping
the soul steady in the sea of life. We remember this when we sing that grand chorus "We have an anchor that keeps the soul
steadfast and sure while the billows roll.

Fastened to the rock which cannot move,

Grounded firm and deep in the Saviour's Love."
Drifting
Sometimes an anchor may lose its hold; then the vessel will drift and be imperilled.
We are reminded (in Hebrews 2:1) **To give the more earnest heed to the things which
we have heard, lest at any time we should drift away from them." When the ship is
drifting, if the anchor is dropped anew, the ship is stayed.
When the soul loses its hold on Jesus, it is driven and tossed hither and thither,
"carried about by every wind and doctrine," by the storms and tempests of life, amid
the rock of pride and the quicksand of error. TTien the only remedy is repentance and
faith in Jesus' pardoning grace and love, and casting the anchor anew. If the Christian

firmly casts his anchor, he will weather every storm and tempest and at last sail joyfully
into the heavenly harbour.
Lifers Ups and Downs
Let us remember that even a boat at anchor is not free from motion, even if the

sea be calm. A sudden swell and the vessel will roll; sometimes causing alarm amongst

the passengers. So are all believers, though secure in Jesus, yet jostled by the rolling
billows of adversity. They may be troubled on every side, yet not distressed, have
fightings within and fears without, yet still enabled by His grace to 'fight the good
fight of faith, and to lay hold on eternal life." The cable of faith, to which the anchor
of hope is fastened, is stronger than all human hopes and trust; and keep the soul
secure amid all perils, even in death.
I remember reading somewhere a wonderful illustration of this passage we are
meditating upon. The following is a rough paraphrase of it.
"In years gone by when a ship was trying to enter harbour, being buffeted by
heavy seas, the captain would order out the longboat carrying the ship's anchor, and
the seamen would work hard to get into the harbour. When they were able to do this,
they would drop the anchor within the harbour and signal to the ship. The captain
would then order his crew to pull on the windlass and the ship would gradually be

pulled unto the harbour and to safety." Jesus has entered into Heaven's harbour and
has dropped there the anchor of hope attached to which is the cable of faith. We must
all pull on the cable but, one day, these earthly vessels of ours will, we pray, reach
that safe anchorage in the heavens. May God, by His grace, help us all to get there.
Hope's anchor, holding in the stormy strife;
Is stronger as the days go by:
We feel the throbbings of immortal life
Grow stronger as the days go by."
Tom Kemp, Hindley.

GIVE AN ANSWER
1 Peter 3:15 "But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to
give an answer to everyone that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you, with
meekness and of fear:"

A well known sect informs us that God has made a mistake in John 1:1, the

Gospel written by the apostle. The correct rendering seemingly should be "a God" in
the third phiase of the verse. As they deny the Deity of Christ Jesus, this rendering
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makes Jesus a lesser God, not Jehovah God, thus robbing Jesus of his Deity, in spite
of the inspired words of the prophets.

(a)
Isaiah 9:6 "Therefore the Lord (Jehovah) himself shall give you a sign;
Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel" (lit.
God or Jehovah with us, since Jehovah is the only God).

(b)
Isaiah 9:6 "For unto us a child is born, and unto us a son is given; and
the government shall be upon his shoulders; and his nameshall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace."
(c)
Micah 5:2 "But thou Bethlehem Ephratah, thou be little among the
thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in
Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting."
Isaiah 44:6... "I am the first and I am the last, and beside me there is no God."

Isaiah 48:12 God says "I am he; I am the first, I also am the last."
Rev. 1:17 "Jesus says ... Fear not; I am the first and the last."

Throughout the entire content of Inspired Scripture the fact of Christ's identity
is clearly taught. He is revealed as Jehovah God in human form.
1 John 5:7 "For there are three that bear record in Heaven, the Father, the Word

and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one."

The Deity of Christ is the answer to the sect, for if the Triune Godhead is a
reality which it is if Jesus and Jehovah are "One" and the "Same", then the whole
framework of the cult collapses into a heap of shattered disconnected doctrine, incap
able of even a semblance of congruity. The Deity of Christ is the cornerstone of
Christianity.

Surely we must be very careful to take heed of God's command in Proverb's
30:5,6 "Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.
Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar."

In addition to the proof of the HolyScriptures of the Deityof ChristJesus, notice
must be given to the grammatical construction of the verse John 1:1 to reveal the
error of the sects rendering.

The subject of the Sentence is WORD (Logos), the Verb WAS. There can be
no direct object following WAS since according to grammatical usage, intransitive
verbs take no objects but take instead predicate nominatives which refer back to the
subject, in this case, WORD (Logos). It is therefore easy to see that no article is
needed for THEOS (God) and to translate it "a" God is both incorrect grammar and

poor Greek since THEOS is the predicate nominative of WAS in the third sentence
clause of the verse, and must refer back to the subject, WORD (Logos).
Christ then, if he is the WORD made flesh John 1:14, can be no one else except
God, unless the Greek text, and consequently God's word be denied.
Sister Bethia Davidson.

Conducted by

TION

Alf Marsden

"How do you interpret 2 Tim. 2:15 which says "Study to show thyself approved unto
God, etc." Is this an instruction for all Christians, or is it aimed specifically at evangelists,
preachers, and teachers?"

This is an interesting question, and also a very important one. To answer it, we
must look briefly as to why 1st and 2nd Timothy were written. This is explained by
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Paul in 1 Timothy 3:14,15, ''These things write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee
shortly. But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how to behave thyself in the house
of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth."

Let me set the background as to "these things" which Paul wants to pass on to
Timothy. Paul has gone into Macedonia and left Timothy in charge of the work at
Ephesus; one might say that the saints at Ephesus were in Timothy's 'pastoral' care

(see 1 Tim. 1:3). It seems quite obvious that Timothy was in a position of authority

He had been subject to "the laying on of the hands of the presbytery" (1 Tim. 4:14
see also 2 Tim. 1:6); he was charged by Paul to maintain the purity of the faith and
the doctrine; to command and exhort; to commit to faithful men the things he had
learned from Paul; to put the saints 'in remembrance' of the teaching; to look for
men qualified to lead; to preach the word; to do the work of an evangelist; and to
keep that which had been committed to his trust, (the reader will have to read both
letters to get the full import of these 'charges', but I think you will agree that they
are quite formidable). It is among these 'charges* that the further charge 'to study'
appears, so in the context I think we have to say that in the first instance this is an
instruction from the Apostle to a 'gifted' (in all senses of the word), well-trusted,
faithful, fellow-saint and colleague in missionarywork. Even so, Paul finds it necessary
to remind Timothy of his Christian family background, and on two occasions to exhort
him to "stir up the gift" which is in him, i.e., "strike up the light", and "re-kindle the
fire." This is a salutory lesson we all need whenever we begin to feel complacent about
things.
Study

It is thought by many that this word is explained solely by definitions which can
be found in our dictionaries, e.g., "the acquiringof information especiallyfrom books";
"to devote time and thought to understanding (subject, facts, etc)". Of course, these
are laudable objectives, and it is true to say that much information has been gleaned
from books, and many facts have been established based on information gained from
books. Consequently, some preachers and teachers have approached the Bible in the
same way as they would a text-book on any specific subject; the end result has been
that they have developed textual excellence, and have gained much information and
gathered many facts; unfortunately it is quite possible that they may not have gained
much else. The Bible is not a book whose main aim is to support social and psychological
concepts; nor is its main use as a textbook to sustain religious argument. The Bible
is a collection of books unified with a central message, and that message indicates God
as Creator and Sustainer of the universe, and His Christ - one born into the world
as Jesus of Nazareth -

as God's Son and Saviour of the world. It calls for belief and

faith in them, and even though the Christian ethic which it contains will bring about
improved social conditions, the central message is that without acceptance of God
and His Christ there can be no salvation for mankind.

So what does the word "study" mean in the context of 2 Tim. 2:15? The Greek
word is SPOUDAZO and is defined as, "to hasten to do a thing, to exert oneself,
endeavour, give diligence" (W.E. VINE). But we, brethren, being taken from you for
a short time in presence, not in heart, endeavoured the more abundantly to see your
face with great desire." So a more correct rendering of our question passage would
be, "Endeavour, strive diligently, to present thyself approved unto God, a workman
that needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright the word of truth." I rather like the
rendering of this verse in the Jerusalem Bible, "Do all you can to present yourself in
front of God as a man who has no cause to be ashamed of his life's work and has kept
a straight course with the message of the truth." Statements like this, of course, imply
a correct knowledge of the truth, because if we are "to cut it straight", then we must
know the truth ourselves, and we must also have the "work" skill to convince the
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hearer and reader. So our "approval before God" is conditional on (1) the extent of
our diligence and endeavour, (2) the spiritual refining of our work, (3) how "rightly"
we handle His message. I believe this is why Paul impresses on Timothy, "don't be
ashamed of the message", and "re-light the flame and keep it burning bright" and
again "guard with your life that which has been committed to you, and pass it on to
faithful men". This, then, was Paul's counsel to Timothy, but how do we view it today?
WHO IS MEANT ?

Well certainly evangelists, preachers and teachers will fall into the category of
those who have to 'handle aright' the word of God; theirs is a great responsibility,
which should not be entered into lightly. The amount of preaching and teaching done
in the Church should make for the best informed groups of Christians anywhere in

the country, but after some 40 years in the Church I ask myselfthe question, "Where
has all the teaching led us?" Are church members really better informed. Are the
teachers, ostensibly teaching from the One Book, really speaking with one voice on
the subject matter therein, or have the hearers become so meeting-hardened that they
no longer have the will to act as the Bereans of old, and are quite content to be
spoon-fed? What I am saying, of course, is that weall - evangelist,preachers, teachers,
saints in general - should be following the counselgiven by Paul to Timothy in 2 Tim.
2:15. We all need approval of God in the ultimate. If the Bible is for all which it is,
then all need to handle it aright. If the ones who teach handle it aright in their ministry,
then all can agree; if not, then the Book which is open to all can be used as a monitor
of the truth, and as a corrective of error. We have to ask, why some scriptural exegesis
is 'crooked' and not 'cut straightSOME OBSERVATIONS

Take, for example, Church Government. I looked at the C.W. Directory of
Churches the other day, and of eighty-three (83) churches listed in the British Isles
and Eire onlySix (6) had forms of scriptural government (Eldersand Deacons). What
is the problem ? Is the teaching obscure, or has it been presented in the wrong way.
Or has it been presented at all. The teacher may have handled the word aright;
responsibility would then devolve on the hearer to agree and to help implement the
true teaching, i.e., by preparing and presentinghimselfin order to fulfil the scripture.
Does "the flame burn bright" in all our hearts, or are we quite content to let others
carry the torch ?

What about the vexed problem of head covering? There seems to be a degree of
inconsistency here. If"handling the wordaright" means that wecometo the conclusion
that either way is acceptable, then we should be courageous enough to say that this
is what the word indicates. It does not help me personally when sisters who normally
do not cover their heads in the home congregations, come to Longshoot and covertheir

heads. The simple fact is they are pleasing us, but what about pleasing God? Surely
if it is right in one place to worship God with head uncovered, then it must be right
in another place geographically distant. There should be no hiding behind congrega
tional autonomy.

Relative to our teaching. 1 strongly believe that we should scrutinise source
information from commentaries before we present it as authentic scriptural exegesis.
To take the word of a Bible commentator and present it almost in its entirety to our

congregations is not good enough. Also, I find it particularly offensive to quote a
commentator whosupportsour ownview and to leavethe samecommentatorunquoted
when he may oppose our view. Let's be honest, if we can't interpret a portion of
scripture in a way which is consistent with the rest of the word, then it is better to
acknowledge that fact, rather than to take the words of someone else and teach them
as truth, when the writer may not himself have arrived at the truth as we would teach
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it. Where are our own Bible commentators? Haven't we anything to say which will
help and encourage our brethren? If an employer asked a Christian employee for a
detailed report on some particular activity, then he would get it 'forthwith'. If the
editor of one of our magazines asks for written contributions to the magazine from
the brethren, he is usually met with studied indifference. Do our Father and Jesus
mean so little to us that we don't want to tell of their love? We don't always have to
be contentious.

I have made these observations - and there are more that could be made - to

illustrate the point Paul was making to Timothy. We all need to 'stir-up' the 'flame'

in us, i.e. the Holy Spirit. We should not be ashamed of testifying to our faith even
though scepticism seems to reign supreme. The Bible is the revealed will of God
concerning the salvation of His Creation. It is the most important document anyone
can ever possess. This is why Paul exhorted Timothy to 'guard the deposit' and that
is why we are exhorted to do the same. The teacher has a special responsibility to see
that he "handles it aright". All of us have a responsibility to see that we do, that is
why we are to 'endeavour' with 'diligence' to understand its message and to guard its
truth. After all, it is the pillar and ground of the truth. May we all be able to do this.
(All questions, please, to Alf Marsden, 20 Costessy Way,
Winstanley, Wigan. WN3 6ES.)

FORGIVENESS
Dear Editor,

As author of the article on "Forgiveness" in the May issue, I must beg space to
answer the question on this subject.
The article was prompted by that appearing in the April issue under the heading
"Forgive", in which the context of the matter is defined as, ". . . that of forgiving
BRETHREN who have offended . .

Matt. 6:14,15 is cited as evidence that one is

BOUND to forgive EVERY trespass regardless of any other circumstance. Quote:
"This contains no loopholes, or escape clause. No alternative to forgiving is accepta
ble". I think that argument has been adequately dealt with.
I take exception, however, to the statement that my article, ". . . SUGGESTS
that we can ONLY forgive those who are repentant". I would point out that, "trans
gressions which are too great to be overlooked" are mentioned. The point obviously
being that while the vast majority of offences can (and are) ignored for the sake of .
. . "keeping the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace," one is not under necessity
to forgive regardless of other considerations. What was the Lord's object in giving us
the Law of Offences?

One must be naive indeed to suppose that all offences are of the same magnitude.
No rational person would put the Law of Offences into operation for every single
offence. On the other hand, no offender can lawfully be evicted from an assembly
for PERSONAL offences until the Law has run its course. "Father, forgive them, for
they know not what they do". Had the full consequences of the guilt for the crucifixion
of Christ been held against the Jews, none of them could ever have had any hope of
the salvation for which Jesus died.

It has to be noted that Peter's Pentecostal sermon still holds the same people to
be GUILTY of their crime. (Acts 2:36. See also Acts 7:52). Without REPENTANCE
there was still no hope of forgiveness. Acts 2:38.
John M. Wood,
19 Venturefair Avenue,
Dunfermline, Fife. KY12 OPF.
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and the conversion of the Gentiles. He
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Psalm41

Luke 21:1-19
Luke21:l-19
Luke21:20-38
Luke 22:1-23
Luke22:l-23
Luke22:24-38
Luke 22:24-38
Luke 22:29-53
Luke22:29-53

DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM

James Macknight was an outstanding
expositor of the Scriptures.
Macknight's analysis of Luke 21 is
different to most, as he strongly believed
that it dealt exclusively with the destruc
tion of Jerusalem. Personally, I concur
with his interpretation. Please note these
verses, for example: "And when you
shall see Jerusalem compassed with ar
mies, then know that the desolation is

nigh (21:20). "Verily I say unto. This
generation shall not pass away, till all be
fuiniled". (21:32).
Verse 27, admittedly, requires spe
cial care. It says, "And then shall they
see the Son of man coming in a cloud
with power and great glory*'. In reading
it some immediately think of the second
coming. But this verse, like every other,
should not be wrested from its context.

One of Macknight's explanations of
Luke 21:27 reads "This figurative ex
pression, in several other passages of
Scripture, signifies God's interposing
evidently and irrefutably, to execute
vengeance on a wicked generation and to
assert His own government over the
world. (See 2 Samuel 22:10-11; Psalm
97:2; Isaiah 19:1)" Another one reads:
"Nevertheless, by the coming of the Son
of man in the clouds, Daniel (7:13)
meant His interposing for the erection
of His kingdom and for the destruction
of His enemies, particularly the unbe
lieving Jews: and by a kingdom over all
nations He meant a spiritual kingdom,
a new dispensation of religion, the gos
pel, which should comprehend the
whole world within its pale. Therefore,
to show the disciples that they had mis
taken the prophecy, which referred
wholly to the destruction of Jerusalem

adopted it into his prediction of these
events and thereby settled its true mean
ing."
We might also find difficulty with
verse 31: "So likewise you, when you see
these things come to pass, know you that
the kingdom of God is nigh at hand**.
After all, surely the kingdom was estab
lished on the day of Pentecost (Acts ch.
2)? Indeed it was, but Albert Barnes, I
think, gave us the sense of Jesus' words
when he wrote: ". .. from that time God

will signally build up His kingdom. It
shall be fully established when the
Jewish policy shall come to an end; when
the temple shall be destroyed and the
Jews scattered abroad. Then the power
of the Jews shall be at an end; they shall
no longer be able to persecute you, and
you shall be completely delivered from
ail these trials and calamities in Judea."
THE PASSOVER

The origin of the Passover (Hebrew:
Pesach) is found in Exodus 12:1-14. It
was, and is, one of the great feasts of
the Jewish calendar. The Passover, of
course, commemorated the 'passing
over', or the sparing, of the first-born
of the Israelites when the Lord "smote

the land of Egypt" on the eve of the
Exodus (Nisan 14). The Jews had
marked their door posts with the blood
of a lamb to signify they were the chil
dren of God.

Jesus said to His apostles; "With de
sire I have desired to eat this Passover

with you before I suffer: for I say unto
you, I will not any more eat thereof, until
it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God"

(22:15-16). I never read these words, but
I think of the late brother Tom Miller

of Kilbimie congregation in Ayrshire.
He often repeated them at the Lord's
table and, as he did so, I often felt that

he had just returned from the scene and
was simply relating the experience. I do
not think I have heard anyone who read
the Scriptures as he did. He made quite
an impact on me as a young Christian
and was such a great disciple that one
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day I should like to tell you something
about him and, his beautiful and moving
poems.
THE LORD'S SUPPER

The Lord's Supper is the greatest of
memorials. It was Jesus Himself who
conmianded: *This do in remembrance

cups: etc. I can hear someone ask: "How
could something so simple as the Lord's
Supper turn out to be so complex and
divisive?" Dear reader, I leave you to
try to answer that one as best you can.
Certainly it is safe to say that the faults
lie with man and not with God.

of Me" (22:19; 1 Corinthians 11:24-25).
Alexander Campbell wrote, in The

Christian System **Upon the loaf and
upon the cup of the Lord, in letters which
speak not to the eye, but to the heart of
every disdple, is inscribed, 'When this
you see remember me*. Indeed, the Lord
says to eadi disdple, when he puts the
symbols into his hand. 'This is my body
iNToken for you. This is my blood shed

for you.*... In receiving it the disciple
says, 'Lord, I believe it. My life from
thy suffering: my joy from thy sorrows:

and my hope of^ory everlasting from
thy humiliation and abasement even to
death'. Each disciple, in handing the
symbols to his fellow disciple, says, in
effect' You my brother, once an alien,
are now a citizen of heaven: once a

stranger now brought home to the Fam
ily of God. You have owned my Lord
as your Lord, my people as your people.
Under Jesus the Messiah we are one.

Mutually embraced in the everlasting
arms, I embrace you in mine: thy sor
rows shall be my sorrows, and thy joys
my joys.' Joint debtors to the favour of

BETRAYAL

Jesus was betrayed by one of His own
- Judas Iscariot, whose name will al

ways be associated with infamy of the
worst kind. What got into Judas to make
him carry out such a dastardly deed?
The answer is very simple - Satan (22:3)
Judas allowed himself to be used as an
instrument of the evil one. The love of

money was a huge weakness in his
character and Satan, as ever, exploited
it to the full. I always remember a bank

ing lecturer once telling our class:
"Never forget lads, money is the great
motivator." How right he was! and Judas
was an example he could have used.
Some people think that the betrayal
of Jesus was all pre-ordained by God
and that, therefore Judas was not wholly

responsible for his actions. Personally,
I do not believe that for one moment.

God, of course, foreknew what would

happen, but He most certainly did not
Pre-ordain it. Judas' subsequent suicide,
I believe is one proof of this.
Ian S. Davidson, Motherwell.

God and the love of Jesus, we shall

jointly suffer with Him, that we may
reign with him.'"
One of the great tragedies in history,
I think, is the division of the church of

Christ over the various aspects of the

Lord's Supper. The thing that should
most unite us has been the thing that
has most divided us. The Devil must

GHANA REPORT

On Sunday, 7th July, 1991 Brother
Bill Cook telephoned to say that he had
been granted permission to stay in
Ghana for another three months. He
also informed me that the New Testa
ment churches of Christ had been issued

laugh up his diabolical sleeve at the
whole sorry state. We are divided over

with a provisional certificate of registra
tion which grants the same privileges as

whether it should be leavened or un
leavened bread: whether it should be
fermented
or
unfermented
wine:

full registration.

whether a piece should be broken from
the loaf or whether it should be broken

in pieces: whether there should be one
cup on the table or a multiplicity of

In the six-minute call he was able to
inform me that the Brother in Accra who
suffered from cancer had died and was

buried on Saturday, 6th July. There was

another baptism in Nobowam and in
Kumasi.
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This month I would like to share with

you a part of the joy that I receive in
the Ghana Appeal, through the com
mendable efforts of Brother Bill Cook,

by {Hinting a paragraph of his 30di letter
to me... "I've just returned from Aflao,
Koforidua and Huhunya and met the
most remarkable man I've had the plea
sure of meeting. His name is Kwabla
Amesinu, In other parts of Ghana old
ancestral worship of idols has died out,
but it is still practised here in Aflao and
round about it, often with great dedica
tion, and brother Amesinu inherited the
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him. Abraham said that when he ques
tioned him and they talked he realized
his understanding of the Bible teaching,
and asked who had taught him. He was
amazed when he answered that nobody
had taught him - he had just carefully
read his Bible. He stayed the night at
Abraham's home and later Abraham

and Kwao Dautey went down for a long
weekend to teach and encourage them.
By this time our brother had converted
another man, but on our visit last
weekend we learned that the other
man's in-laws had said that if he did not

position of fetish priest from his father.

give up Christianity at the expense of

He also became a member of the Roman

idol worship then they would t^e their

Catholic Church - they and other de
nominations accept them as members
even although they continue in idol
worship. I saw some of the stone idols.
The Churches of Christ are the only ones
to insist on them abandoning idol wor
ship, and so do not get so many mem

daughter back - so once again he (Kw
abla) was alone, the man gave up Christ
to keep his wife. Kwabla's wife left him
when he gave up idols and he has two
or three sons with him (I'm not sure how
many). He has suffered abuse for his
faith, and one old woman, who is a fetish

apprentices, although he has not had

priest (or priestess?) spoke to him very
angrily while we were there.
I left Kumasi on Thursday, stayed
overnight in Koforidua and left for Aflao
fairly early on Friday, arriving at the

much formal education and cannot read

town where he has his worship, a few

bers, whereas the attendance at the

Catholic Church is large.
Brother Amesinu is a carpenter to
trade, with his own business and four

or write in English, but can in his own
language.

miles outside Aflao about one o'clock.

He saw from his Bible that Roman

I waited with the luggage while Ab
raham went to see him and they both

Catholic teaching was wrong, and then

arrived about an hour later and we went

examined Jehovah's Witnesses, until he

on to his house (which he built himself
on land he inherited from his father).
He also built a meeting place on another
piece of land his father had left him, but
it is well out of the way and would be
difficult for me to find again.
He arranged for a number of people
to call at his home the next day - a
Roman Catholic, a Presbyterian, and
others including one fetish priest - there

disagreed with their teaching as well.
So he just read his own Bible, in his
own language with no help from anyone,
and came to the complete understanding
of the Gospel, including baptism for the
remission of sins, even to the correct

observance of the Lord's Supper using
one cup. He talked with the 'many cups'
people in Aflao, but disagreed with them
on the cup, and asked them if they could

would be about half a dozen there. I

tell him if one cup was practised any

spoke with Abraham interpreting (Ab

where else in Ghana. They told him yes, there is a man called Abraham
Mante in Koforidua teaching and prac
tising it and told him how to reach him
So he went there one day (100 miles)

the only ones who speak the language
for this area, and because of his sight,
David cannot go) I think the meeting

and arrived at Abraham's home at about

and ate coconuts. Our Brother also

four o'clock, asking if he could speak to

bought some food from the wayside mar-

raham and David are, as far as I know,

lasted three hours, after which we drank
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kets.

for Gospel Work. Please send cheques

We learned on Sunday that a young
man from the Presbyterian church said
to Amesinu on Saturday evening, that he

made out to "Graeme Pearson Ghana

understood what I've said, and wanted

to be baptised. Brother Amesinu ques
tioned him and spoke with him for a
while to make sure that he understood

and knew what he was doing, and then

baptised him. I believe that there is
another young man who came as a bap
tised

Christian

from

another

Appeal" and send to, Graeme Pearson,
13 Fairways, Dunfermline, Fife. KY12
ODU. Tel. (0383) 728624. (P.S. thanks
to the anonymous donor who sent me a
£100 note for the fund, just received i.e.
on 10/7/91. This has receipt number 233,
and will be used for Bibles as requested.
Thanks also for the uplifting letter).

area.

Another girl in her late teens was also
interested (she was not at the Saturday
meeting - she came to it but, when
Amesinu asked her to go for another
chair, she did not come back. He said
her grandmother would have given her
some job to do). She came to the Sunday
worship and explained to Kwao Dautey
later that she believed, but she stays with
her grandmother who keeps her and
sends her to school and looks after her

and that if she was baptised she might

be put out of the house, and would have
nowhere to go, as well as not getting
any more schooling.
On 8th July, 1991 £2510.00 was

Kirkcaldy: It is with sadness that we
report the passing of Brother Alex.
Lowrie, who died, very suddenly, while
at work. He was sixty years old and is
survived by his wife Betty, and
daughters Fiona and Eileen. Alex was

a quiet family man. The funeral was at
Kirkcaldy Crematorium conducted by
Brother Robert
Hughes.
Please
remember the Lowrie family in your
prayers.

Ruth Moyes (Sec.).

transferred to Ghana. £270 was for Med

ical Aid and the remainder for Gospel
Work. This left £102.69 in the Ghana

Account. Two weeks prior to this 200
sets of Bible Correspondence Courses
and 3 complete sets of E. M. Zerr com
mentaries were dispat''^»pd to Ghana.

This Appeal has now been running for
exactly two years and has received 232
donations

which

have

totalled

£21,792.40.

The Brethren in Ghana are deeply
grateful for these gifts and there is a
hunger in Ghana for the Word of God.

Hindley, Wigan: Sister Madge Hart fell
asleep in Jesus after an operation in
hospital, on Wednesday, June 5th. The
funeral service took place on Friday,
14th at the meeting house when a good
number were present to bid our sister
farewell, and to pay tribute to her fathful
service to the Lord whom she loved so
well.

Her

association

with

the

church

in your prayers and especially the tre

reaches f'ar back to her early years in
Wigan. Coming to Hindley she has been
constant: always meeting at the Lord's

mendous work of Brother Bill Cook who

Table. We bear our brother Tom and

supports himself from his pension. (I
only mention this to dispel any doubts
about the Appeal, the policy has not
changed, 100% of gifts received go to,
Ghana). Anyone wishing to help this ap

his family of children; grand children
and Great-grand children, (who are a
source of joy and help to him), before
our Father's throne, praying that all
comfort may be his portion, and theirs

peal in any way please contact me. This

also, at this time of loss.

Please remember our Brethren in Ghana

month's appeal will be as last months.

Tom Kemp.
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COMING EVENTS
The church at Mothenvell intends

holding (D.V.) Special Meetings in
August. Details are as follows
Place: Meeting-house, Motherwell
Dates: Saturday, August, 24 & 31

Time Both at 6.30 p.m.
Subject: Wealth, Money, Riches
Poverty, etc.
Speaker: Bro. Ian. S. Davidson.
These meetings are for eager
students of the word of God as Ian, a

banker by profession, will concentrate
over the two nights on simply what the
Bible has to say on the subject.
W. Purcell, Secretary.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
In last months intimation of Bro.

David Chalmers' change of address, his
Telephone
Number
was
given
incorrectly. It should have been 0292

2^356. Hopefully David will receive
your calls now.
R. B. SCOTT - A Tribute in Letters
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Readings. He compiled the Annual
Reading Cards and wrote the relative
monthly article on the New Testament
passages. Many saints owe a great debt
for his sterling work.
In 1982 I began to share his work
load principally to ease some of the bur
dens resulting from the serious illness of
Sister Scott. In consequence, we began
a correspondence which lasted to within
a few days of his death. I thought it a
good idea to seek to make available a
number of his letters to me in the 1980's,

which clearly show his remarkable
energy, his deep faith and his continuous
concern for the work of the Lord. Of

course, Hope Chapel, Kentish Town,
London was always close to his heart,
but he had a great love for all saints
everywhere and the letters reveal a man
of universal kindness, goodness and

compassion. He has gone, but his influ
ence remains strong. I pray that all read
ers everywhere willcatch from these let
ters even a glimpseof R.B. Scott's Chris
tian character. Personally, it was a joy
and a privilege to know him, and I look
forward to meeting him again in the

Brother R. B. Scott died at the age
of ninety-three on the 23rd June, 1988.
He had been a Christian for seventy-six
years. In the Scripture Standard tribute

glory world.
To obtain copies of the letters,

to him it was said: "He was one of the

2JJ. This is a free offer.

last of a special breed; a rare species —
a true *01d Pather', the Ukes of whom

many of us are unlikely to see again."
For forty-three years brother Scott
was involved in the Standard's Scripture

please write to me at 21 Glen Lyon, St.
Leonards, East Kilbride, Glasgow. G74

(I express my sincere thanks to sister
Dorothy Proud (Brother Scott's daugh
ter) for preparing these letters for gen
eral issue).
Ian S. Davidson, Motherwell.

HAPPINESS
Happiness is a difficult thing to define. The pleasant smile, the cheerful song, the
hilarious fun all indicate a presence of happiness. But is it real?
The smile may hide a secret sorrow, the song may be there to drown misery that
fills the heart. The fun may be no more than a counterfeit of genuine joy.
It has been said that the majority of fun-giving clowns of circus life, are indeed
sad men at heart.

However all the attributes of happiness are a good thing in themselves. After all
who would counterfeit such a thing, if it be of no value. The Scriptures tell us that
we should not seek happiness where it cannot be found: i.e. the world.
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Ask a rich man, if it is in material riches; the politician if it be in politics; the
student, if it be in learning; the worldly man, if it be in his wisdom. If all be honest,
they will reply that there is nothing completely satisfying in these things. You will
remember that the wise king Solomon wrote, of man in his unregenerate state, that :
"All things are full of labour; man cannot utter it, the eye is not satisfied by seeing,
nor the ear filled with hearing, Eccl. 1:8.
It must be noted God did not create man to be unhappy. Adam and Eve were
made without sin, in God's image. Perfectly happy in intimate fellowship, that is, until
they fell into the trap set for them by Satan, who, it seems, envied them the condition
of innocence, from which he had fallen.

Misery, unhappiness stems from sin. Sin creates misery, unhappiness in all its
associations. But praise the Lord, God, as we know, has made a way back to himself
through Jesus Christ.
Without close friendship with God, real happiness cannot be found.The great
Augustine said that man is restless, and can find no rest until he finds God. How true
this statement is. Jesus made the way back to God for sinners, in living for them;
dying for them; and rising again from the dead for them. Jesus made the statement
regarding the way. "I am the way the truth and the life, no man cometh unto the
father but by me," (John 14:6). Jesus is the secret of happiness.
The depth of happiness we experience is related to the closeness of walk we have

in Christ Jesus. The closer we are the happier we shall be. It then depends on the
individuals experience in Christ. It is God's wish that all should be happy. How happy
are you? Are we missing out, if so, a closer walk with Jesus is the answer.
Perhaps we have only enough religion to make us miserable.
Andrew P. Sharpe, Newtongrange.

QUOTEABLE QUOTES
"When I think of him who forsook the Palace of the Universe, and the glory of
His Father's Court, and condescended to be born of a woman and to live in an

unfiiendly world, and to be treated a thousand times worse than I have ever been,

to save us from our sins, I think but little of all I have done, or can do, to republish
His salvation, and to call sinners to reformation and to build up the cause of Life, of
ancient Christianity."
Alexander Campbell.
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