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BE FRUITFUL AND MULTIPLY
'Profitability' was a dirty word amongst workers for a while, but now that the
'working classes' are, increasingly, having 'a piece of the action' in business, it is now
sensible to want profitability. 'Growth' and 'Increase' are also words which now arrest

close attention especially in the context of Shares and Unit Trusts. As long as our
gain is not another man's loss, it seems right and proper that there should be profit,
growth, prosperity and increase. After ail, no man can employ workers at a loss —
not for long anyway. Jesus, I believe, endorsed these words in His parables and
teachings, with the proviso that first things must come first. For instance, it would be
very unprofitable even if a man were to acquire the entire world, yet lose his own
soul. Jesus, it seems, can take no real pleasure in servants who are 'unprofitable', or
in disciples who do not 'grow', or in churches which can show no 'increase'. Indeed
at the Great Assize, when the real Profit and Lx)ss Accounts are examined Jesus says
(Matt. 25) that unprofitable servants will be consigned to outer darkness.
Early in the O.T. we read of husbandry geared to 'make increase',,of flocks and

harvests, and prosperity was usually a sign of God's approval and blessing. This is
hardlysurprisingwhen we considerthat God gave most thingsthe power of procreation
and self-multiplication, and indeed said "Be fruitful and multiply".
(Incredibly, some plants have three million seeds in each pod, and so a strong
capacity for 'increase' was in the mind of God). Natural laws obtain in the spiritual
world and so, when we come back to the N.T., we see that Jesus expects growth in
His kingdom in all ages (by means of the incorruptible seed of the gospel). Christ's
Kingdom was made to be self-perpetuating and His labourers in the vineyard (to
change the figure) are expected to sow the seed and to water. God will give the
increase. We might not fully understand this, but then Jesus suggests as much when
He says that "the Kingdom of God is as if a man should cast seed into the ground;
and should sleep, and rise night and day, and the seed should spring and grow up, he
knoweth not how ..."

And so while there may be an element of mystery as to how, and when, God
gives the increase, and how a small piece of leaven leaveneth a whole lump, yet
never-the-less Jesus looks for growth in His disciples (as individuals) and increase in
His church (as congregations).
THAT YE MAY GROW THEREBY

Consider how worried and heart-broken parents are over the stunted growth of
a child. If growth stops will it start again: or will the child be a dwarf.? These are
perfectly understandable worries and so we can appreciate the glad assurance given
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by Luke that Jesus, as a child, "increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour vdth
God and man". (Similarbulletinswere issued in the case of Samuel and John Baptist).
Physically, Jesus was a healthy specimen but He also grew in wisdom, and in favour
with God and man. These are all subjects of slow, but steady, growth and men do
not acquire wisdom overnight, or in the cradle.
I make these references to physical growth (and concern over lack of it) for a
purpose: because quite often in the N.T. Christ's disciples are referred to as 'new
bom babes', and concern expressed about their spiritual development.
Obviously Christ has no desire to have children spiritually crippled, any more
than normal parents would want their offspring to be physical pygmies. The apostle
Peter exhorts that we should strip away all malice, guile, hypocrisies, envies and evil
speakings and that, "as new-born babes desire the sincere (un-adulterated) milk of
the word that we may grow thereby". (I Peter 2:2). Only those who have closely
watched the fascinating business of feeding a hungry baby can appreciate the real
strength of this injunction. While the feeding-bottle is being prepared, and cooled,
baby becomes more and more fractious and when the bottle is brought within grasping
distance is grabbed and almost swallowed whole. They certainly 'desire* their food.
Can we say the same for the enthusiasm seen at Bible-studies.? Do we grab all
opportunities to be fed with the sincere milk of the word, or have we often to be
'force-fed' and, even then, has the milk got to be laced with something else.?
Paul, like Peter, uses this analogy when he remarks upon the fact that many

'new-bom babes' neglect the God-given diet and remain Lilliputian in terms ofspiritu^

growth. He complains (to the Hewbrew Christians) that there are many things he
would like to say about Christ (and some hard to be uttered) but he can't because
they are 'dull of hearing' (lack perception), "For", he says "when for the time ye

ou^t tobe teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles
of the oracles of God: and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong
meat. For everyone that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness for he is
a babe. But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by
reason of use have their senses excerised to discem both good and evil." And so Paul
agrees with Peter, that we should become as 'new-born babes' and desire the sincere
milk, but also insists that we should grow away from the 'bottle-fed' stage, and even
tually be able to tackle the 'strong meat' of the word. Having been taught we, in turn,
should become teachers. We should also become 'skilful* in our handling of the word
of righteousness.
Would Paul make the same criticism if he came amongst our churches today.?
Paul thanked God that the faith of the Thessalonians 'grew exceedingly* and their
love for each other 'abounded*, and so it was not all 'doom and gloom' by.any means.
Peter exhorts that we "grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour,

Jesus Christ." The aim is, it would seem, that by growing in grace and knowledge we
shall ever be in pursuit of perfection. "TTierefore," says Paul, "leaving behind the
principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection ...** and, of course,
perfection is an on-going quest. We have to work at it for it will not be thrust upon
us, and our efforts must continue "Until we all come (in the unity of the faith and of
the knowledge of the Son of God) unto a perfect man; unto the measure of the stature
of the fulness of Christ.** (Eph. 4:15). Christ's own perfection must be our aim.
IT GREW AND MULTIPLIED

Individuals must grow, and churches must increase and multiply. The Kingdom
has within itself the means of self-perpetuation, but the means must be employed.
The mustard seed, as Jesus pointed out, is indeed the smallest of seeds but grows into
a surprisingly large plant, outstripping all other herbs so that even birds might find
shelter in its branches. Likewise the K. of G. sprang from a humble beginning (a babe
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in a manger) but very soon acquired a prodigious size throughout the entire world.
We, living 2,000 years later, can see how relevant the analogy of the mustard seed
has been. Truly as Zechariah suggests, we must never despise the day of small things

(or small beginnings); great oaks from small acorns grow. Accordingly in Acts 16:5
we read that, only a few years after Pentecost, "So were the churches established in
the faith, and increased in number daily."

Having begun in Jerusalem the church might have co-existed, withall and sundry,
quite comfortably (keeping shop) for long enough but great persecution came. Acts
8 describes how Saul (later Paul) led a persecution so fierce that all the members of
the church (except the apostles) were obliged to flee from the city and were scattered
throughout all Judea and Samaria. Thus Saul, quite unwittingly, accomplished a pur
pose quite the very opposite of what he intended, and set in motion the rapid expansion
of Christ's kingdom throughout the then known world. Saul, instead of dousing the
flames had kicked the burning embers in all directions. However, we read that those
who were scattered abroad "WENT EVERYWHERE PREACHING THE WORD".

Surely this was:the secret of success in respect.of the early church. Had the members
kept silent, in case of further persecution, nothing would have happened, but they
went every-where preaching the word. Persecution, I suppose, firms up the resolve
of the truly faithful and puts to flight the frivolous. Later. (Acts 9:31) the churches
"had rest" and were edified and "were multiplied". Just as Israel "grew and multiplied"
in Egypt, so also in Christ's Kingdom "the word of God grew and multiplied" and
this phrase occurs several times in the Acts. Indeed it was at just such a time that we
read that "as the disciples multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecian (Chris

tians) against the Hebrew (Christians)". History shows, I think, that as the church
grows so does trouble within the church: and error grows just as fast as truth. Was
this what Paul meant when he warned the church, at Colosse, not to be beguiled by
those who intruded into questions beyond their ken, but that they should, (with proper
nourishment) thrive and increase, and "be increased with the increase of God".? Does
this presuppose that some 'increase' is not the increase of God, and that we should
closely scrutinise our claims of progress.?
Certainly the church at Laodicea grew but not on the proper level. It grew in
quantity not in quality: it increased 'in goods' and regarded itself as successful, pros
perous, and very well to do. Jesus described that church as "wretched, and poor, and

blind, and naked" and made the (very 'unChristian') comment that He would spue it
out of His mouth. (Rev. 3).
It seems almost impossible for men to take God at His word. Under the old

covenant The Jews had to adulterate the words of Jehovah, and by adding the 'traditions
of the elders' frustrated God's will. Men are no better under the new covenant and

many appendages have attached themselves to the word, and to the church, and we

worship in vain if we teach, as doctrine, the commandments of men. Any 'increase'
must be the 'increase of God".
CONCLUSION

It has been said that if we do not travel forward, we actually move backwards -

there is no standing still. This may, or may not, be true, but it is true that our one
consuming passion should be the prosperity and true progress of Christ's eternal
kingdom. We certainly expend much time and energy on our own personal material
increase: and on our own creature comforts.

In this week's issue of the "Christian Standard" (Ohio, USA) James D. Craig

explains 'the 75% rule', i.e. that church growth will rarely exceed 75% of the realistic
seating capacity of the meeting house. Critics of the 'rule' claim that the rule "cultivates
comfortable spectators instead of disciples" and is "Me-centred". Is it possible that
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after we are all comfortablysettled in our ways, in nice meeting-houses, we are loathe
to be disturbed.?

If so; perhaps we should ponder again what Jesus said about profltability,

with reference to His servants, and I suppose He was directing His remarks to those

of us who hope to do just enough to 'scrape through' into heaven. Jesus referring to
the wide gulf between master and servant, pointed out that no master is very likely
to actually thank his servants for their services. "So likewise ye, when ye have done

all those thinpcommanded you, say; We are unprofitable servants; for we have done

only that which it was our duty to do." (Luke 17:10). Jesus does not really need us
but we need Him. He owes us nothing and it is only by His Grace that He tolerates

us, and will save us. If we claim to be His servants we should reflect upon the kind
of service we give Him. Do we give the minimum service or hope to get away with
nothing much at all.? What would we do if we had a servant who was lazy, arrogant,
indifferent, unreliable, surly, unpunctual, disinterested, slovenly, disobedient, and
always complaining.? What would we do with such a one.? What then does Jesus
think of us as servants, and what should He do with us.?

Let us then, while opportunity lasts, seek growth and increase as individuals and
churches: and strive to be really profitable servants in the service of the Master. We
must try to add to our early faith.

"And besides this, giving all diligence, ADD to your faith virtue; and to virtue

knowledge; andto knowledge temperance; andto temperance patience; andto patience
Godliness; and to Godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness love. For
if these thingsbe in you, and abound, they make that you shall neither be barren nor
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Peter 1:5).
EDITOR.

GLEANINGS
"Let her glean even among the sheaves." Ruth 2:15
LOVING ALLEGIANCE
^Master!'

John XX 16

I think this is the veryepitome of love. Love understands love; it needs no talk.

Sunlight needs no paraphernalia of pipes, and wicks, and burners; it just shines out,
direct and immediate. And the dewdrop flashes it back in the same way. The sparkle
may be tiny, but it is true and immediate; it needs no vehicle.

'I have called thee bythy name.' Thatwas quite enough. The Powerful sunshine
of His love was focussed into that white beam of sevenfold light, and the whole soul
was concentrated into the responsive love-flash, 'Master!'

'

When that word has truly gone up from the soul to Christ, then we have felt what

we can never put into any other words. It is the single diamond of soul-expression,
and we have cast it at His feet for ever.

He accepts it; for how wonderfully sweetly falls His direct answer, 'Ye call Me

Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am.' Think ofthis seal ofapproval being
set upon the name we so love to give Him. 'Ye say well.'
He reserves it to Himself, for He says, 'One is your Master, even Christ.' It is

sacred to Him in all its depth of meaning. He has put His hand upon our offering,

claiming it as only His own; and now it can never be another's.
It includes the whole attitude of soul towards our beloved Lord.

1. Love - There is a great hush; we have not anywords at all. Wecannoteven

tell Him we love Him, because we are dazzled with a glimpse of His love, and

overwhelmed with our unworthiness of it. Our eyes fill, and our bosom heaves. The
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tide has risen too high for verbal prayer or praise; we have to be 'silent in love' the very silence being an echo of the eternal depth of calmnesss of the exceeding great
love in which He rests. There is only one word which does not jar with the still music
of such a moment, - 'Master!'

2. Adoration —For the breathing of the name is all we can do to express the
unexplainable recognition of His glory. Already He is 'admired in all them that believe'
with the admiration of astonishment. 'We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship

Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee for Thy great glory.' And yet we only
uttered the one word, 'Master!'

3. Allegiance - The true utterance of it is the very oath of allegiance. We
cannot, must not, dare not, will not, henceforth serve 'two masters,' nor the still more

subtle 'many masters.' The word has been breathed into His heart, and He will treasure
it there, and keep it for us. It has beensaid, and the sound-waves can never be recalled;
they will vibrate through the universe for ever. God grant that no traitorous whisper
may ever cross them!

4.

Confidence - We have found One whom we can trust implicitly, and rest

upon entirely. We have put our lives into His hand, y/e haveburned the bridgebehind
us, because we are quite sure He is the Captain of our salvation. We have entered
His service for ever. We have given our allegiance unreservedly, because we confide
in Him unreservedly. There is no question about it. 'I know whom I have believed,'
and therefore I say, 'Master!'

5.

Obedience - All a mockery without this! Not only our lips, but our lives

mustsay'Master!' And byHisowngracetheyshallsayit; the nameshallbe emblazoned
on every page of our lives. For Jesus Himself 'will make it plain' upon our tablets, so
'that he may run that readeth it.' This is the test, the fruit, the manifestation of love.
But oh, how sweet that we may fearlesslysay the word which pledges us to it, knowing
that the Master Himself will enable us to fill it up with the practical obedience which,

aboveall things, wewantso intensely to yield to Him! It is likethrowing our alpenstock
up to a higher ledge of rock, and then giving ourselves up to the strong arm of the
guide to draw us up after it.

Never shall be have to say, like the 'Amalekite's servant, 'My master left me!'

He is our good Master, our 'own Master,' and hewill reveal to His weak servants all
that He means in His own faithful endorsement of the name which His Spirit has
taught us to call Him.
*0 Master, at Thy feet

I bow in rapture sweet!
Before me, as in darkling glass.
Some glorious outlines pass
Of love, and truth, and holiness, and power;
I own them Thine O Christ, and bless Thee for this hour.

Frances Ridley Havergal.
Selected by Leonard Morgan.

fflSTORY OF CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN MALAWI

(Final Part — 1930 — Present)
On August 4th, 1931, Masangano, Khonde and Kaundo and their followers sepa
rated from Bro. Gray. (One account says Masangano had left Gray's work even earlier
over disagreements with his fellow leaders). There are probably elements of tmth in
both accounts. In any case, Bro. George Masangano and his followers formed the
"Church of God" and Frederick Khonde and Ronald Kaundo and their followers

formed the "African Church of Christ." The government required them to take .diffe-
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rent names to avoid confusion with the British Churches of Christ. (The British work
continues till the present, centered at Gowa Mission). Government records show that
the Church of God in 1932 had congregations registered in Zomba, Mulanjo and
Thyolo Districts. In 1940 Bro. Masangano was put out of the church for marrying
another wife in Mulanje after his first wife became mentally ill. After a time he
repented and was restored. In 1962, he led his congregations into unity with the
missionaries at Namikango Mission near Zomba. This mission had been established
by brethren in the Church of Christ in America in 1961. The churches again took the
name Church of Christ or "Mpingo wa Kristu" in the Chichewa langauge. Brother
Masangano died in May 1964. Soon after, one of the leaders who had been in Bro.
Masangano's work, Bro. R. B. J. K. Tambalah, separated from Namikango Mission
and resurrected the Church of God in George Masangano's old home village at Muima
near Jali in Zomba District. But most of the local churches that came with Bro.

Masangano to Namikango continued to work with the mission.
The group led by Bro. Frederick Khonde and Bro. Ronald Kaundo began using
the name "Attcan Church of Christ" in 1933. At the time of Bro. Khonde's death in

1935, the group had 2,000 members in the districts of Zomba, Mulanje, Ntcheu,

Chiradzulu and Lilongwe, according to reports made to the government. Bro. Kaundo
succeeded to the leadership of the church on Bro. Khonde's death, followed by Bro.
Tabbu Chisiyano. Since Bro. Chisiyano's death the work has been led by Brethren
Peaches Jana and Benson Tulisha. Their work is centered at Namiwawa in Zomba

District, not far from the Namiwawa Mission station of the British Churches of Christ.

In 1950 a missionary Bro. Phillips, from a branch of the Church of Christ in the U.S.A.
came and worked with these brethren until 1951. In 1979 the African Church of Christ

began to work in unity with the churches associated with Namikango Mission.
In 1935 or 1940 Bro. John Malembo, a leader in George Masangano's Church of
God, seceded from it and formed the "Sons of God" which still exist. Their teaching
is reportedly still the same as that in the Church of Christ. Some say Malembo left
Masangano because of Masangano's unlawful marriage.
Bro. Paul Nichols, a missionary from another branch of the Church of Christ in
America, came to Malawi in 1952 to visit the African Church of Christ. He failed to

agree with them and encouraged one of their school teachers, Bro. E. C. Severe, to
leave them and begin another mission. Brother Nichols only stayed in Nyasaland about
six months on this frist trip, but the mission was founded at Wendewende in Mulanje
District. Bro. Nichols came again along with Bro. Gayland Osbome about 1957 and
stayed till 1959. Bro. Severe continued to lead the work there after the departure of
the missionaries. In 1964 Brethren Jerry Cutter and James Orten (of the same church
group in America as Bro. Nichols) came to Malawi for six months and later that year
Bro. Cutter came again to live in Malawi. But he was unable to work with Bro. Severe
and separated from him, afterward working from the address of Box 573, Blantyre.
(Bro. Severe continued to lead the work at Wendewende. Formerly his church was
called the Faithful Church of Christ, but this was changed in 1958 to Church of Christ,
Wendewende Mission). In Blantyre Bro. Bennie Lee Cryer came in 1965 to aid Bro.
Cutter. Bro. Roy Lee Criswell replaced Bro. Cutter in 1967, working until 1969. Bro.
David Macey replaced Bro. Cryer in 1968 and worked in Malawi until 1969. Bro. Bill
H. Davies came into the work in 1973 and remains in it. Bro. Dennis Smith has worked

with Bro. Davies from 1978till now. These brethren work apart from other missionaries
of the Church of Christ in Malawi because of disagreement about the cup in the Lord's
Supper. They work with more than 400 local congregations.
In 1957 there came three missionaries of the Church of Christ in America who

built Lubagha Mission at Rumphi in the Northern Region. They were Brethren Andrew
Coiinally, James D. Judd and Doyle D. Gilliam. Bro. Connally left in 1960 and later
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worked in Tanzania. Others who have worked at Lubagha include Bro. Fred Liggin

(1960-63), Bro. Leon Clymore 1961-62). Bro. DougBaur (about the sametime), and
Bro. John Thiesen (1969-79). Through the work of these men and their Malawian
co-workers the Church of Christ has been established in almost every district of the

Northern Region. There is no missionary in the North at present (1979).
Although there were already a few local churches established by the African
Church of Christ in the Central Region, many of today's churches were established
by American missionaries and their Malawian fellow workers. The first missionary
from America to work in the Central Region was Bro. Doyle D. Gilliam, who came

from the Northern Region and worked in Lilongwe from 1958 to 1966. Bro. F. P.
Higginbotham arrived from America in 1962 and helped Bro. GUIiam until 1966. Now
all the preachers in the Central Region are Malawians and the Church of Christ is
found in every district. A church building was built in Lilongwe town in about 1960.
A Bibleschool wasopenedin about 1967 at Mponela and is operated by the Malawian
brethren.

From 1930 to 1960 many more smaller divisions appeared in the Churches of
Christ in the Southern Region. Some brethren in the Southern Region who had
separated from Masangano's Church of God began writing to American brethren
about 1955 pleading for missionaries to come. Bro. C. B. Head was sent and stayed
in Salisbury, Rhodesia 9 months during 1958 and 1959, visiting Malawi periodically.
He reported back to America on the need and the American brethren sent Brethren
Roland Hayes and G. B. Shelbume, III to open up Namikango Mission at Thondwe
near Zomba in 1961. Bro. Hayes worked at Namikangofrom 1961 through 1964,Bro.
Lendal Wilks from 1964 through 1972 and again from 1977 to the present, and Bro.
Jack Hutton from 1972 through 1977. The main work at Namikango is the four year
Bible school opened in 1961. The misssion operated Ntonda Primary School at Jali
and a maternity clinic at Namikango. In 1974 a church building was completed in
Zomba Town. Many Malawian brethren in fragmented divisions of the Church of
Christ have found unity again through association with the mission.

In Blantyre Bro. James D. Judd worked from 1963 through 1968. Doyle D.
Gilliam (1967-71). Others working as missionaries in Blantyre have been Bro. Leon
Clymore (1963-66 and 1971-72); Bro. Frank Alexander (1963-67); Bro. F. P. Higgin

botham (1967-73); Bro. Robert Compton (1967-69); and Bro. Jerry Smith (1967-68).
The churchbuilding near the Red Crossbuilding on MahatmaGhandi Road wasbuilt
in 1965. The church that meets there sent Bro. Daisi Banda Feliciano to Mozambique
as a missionary.

Beginning in about 1962 some began to translate the English name "Church of
Christ" into the Chichewa"MpingowasKristu." Both namesare used interchangeably.
The church is still growing and Malawian brethren have planted congregationseven

in Mozambique, Zambia, Rhodesia and South Africa. Though the church has its
weaknesses, there are good signs for the future. Only a few missionaries remain and
the church does not depend on missionaries as before. Little by little the congregations
are beginning to support their leadersfinancially in a small way, and to arrange their
own Bible studies and judge their own church cases. In 1979,the congregationsbegan
for the first time to provide all the food for the Bibleschools without help from the
mission. For several years Malawian teachers have been teaching along with the
missionaries in the Namikango Bible Schoolcourses, and now do more than half the
teaching. Unity among brethren is still growingthough it is lacking in some quarters.
Especially the churches need to learn to find unity because of the same Spirit, same
faith, and same Lord, not just because of asssociation with the same mission. May
God grant this.

P. O. Box 104,
G. B. Shelburne, Zomba, Malawi.
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THE UNION OF CHRISTIANS
In order to certain knowledge on the subject of the Union of C^stians, we ar^
dependent on the New Testament. Before Christ there could not be any Christians,
and consequently no union among Christians; therefore the Old Testament cannot
help us except by showing the harmony God desired among His ancient people, and
prophesying of the harmony that would exist in the kingdom then future. Anything
outside the Word of God, not having the stamp of Divine authority, is unsafe.
That there is disunion among the professed followers of Christ is a fact so self-evi-

dent that none, I presume, would contradict it. Such a state of things need not be
wondered at; it was predicted in the inspired Word. (I Tim. iv. 1-5; II Tim. iii. 1-9.)
The phrase which the Apostle John uses of Diotrephes —"who loveth to have
the pre-eminence among them" - indicates a spirit which has been the source of much
of the disunion that exists. (See Matt xx. 20-28; Gal. v. 25-26.)
1. Disunion is clearly shown to be contrary to the Divine will. In the memorable
teaching on the mount, Jesus not only showed that peace among Christians was
approved by Him, and pointed out the happiness of the peacemaker and his sonship
with God, but He also declared that reconciliation should be sought by those at
variance. (Matt. v. 23, 24; xviii. 15-17.)
Before leaving His Apostles, in order to return to the Father, Jesus prayed that
the Apostles might be one in the same way as He and the Father were one. But His
prayer went further, and included the oneness of all those who should afterwards

believe through the Apostles' word. The purpose of this oneness-union is that the
world may believe that Christ was sent by the Father. (John xvii.) In view of such a
prayer from the Christ Himself, there should be no talk of rivalry of religious sects
as a source of strength, or a stimulation to action; it hinders the object of the Lord
- the conversion of the world.

Again, the church is figuratively spoken of as a body, of which individual Christians

are members or parts, and Christ is the Head. (Rom. xii. 5; I Cor. xii. 12-31.)Nothing
could more clearly prove the unity that is designed in a church; as the members of
the body must work in harmony, or weakness will be the result, so it is in the church.
But although peace is so desirable among Christians, and should be so earnestly
sought by them, yet there are circumstances in which separation is the will of God.

(Rom. xvi. 17-20; I Cor. v. 9-13; II Cor. vi. 14-18.) Care must be taken that the
separation be not made on insufficient grounds, that is, where there is no difference
which affects a vital principle of Christianity. (Rom.xiv.) And the arms of love should
ever be open to forgive, and to receive again into fellowship, a brother when he
repents. (II Cor. ii. 5-11.)
2. How can a safe, scriptural union be promoted?
(a) It will be necessary to have a scriptural definition of what a Christian is.

There can be no step taken towards union among Christians till the distinguishing
marks of a Christianaccording to the Scriptures are known. Merelyclaiming the name
of Christ, or working in His name, will not suffice to gain the Lord's approvalas one
of His followers, but submission to His will is the test. (Matt. vii. 21-23; xii. 49-50.)
A willingness to sacrifice all, if need be, is necessary to discipleship. (Luke. xiv.26-33.)
Christians are scripturally defined as those who have believed, repented, and been
baptized into the name of the Father, Son. and Holy Spirit (Matt, xxviii. 19-20; Mark
xvi. 16; Acts ii. 37-47; xi, 26.) Such formed the Church of Christ.

(b) The authority and work of the Apostles must be recognised. Theyweresent
forth by Christ, even as the Father sent Him, and full authority and power was given
to them, under the guidance and direction of the Holy Spirit, to give the conditions
of pardon, to teach the duties of individual Christians, and legislate for churches.

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

137

(Matt, xviii. 18; John xx. 21-23; II Thess. Hi. 6.) Their authority is the same as the
inspired Word, and a recognition of that authority will lead to unity.
(c) The causes of disunion - party names, human ordinances, leaders, etc. ,must
be put away, and only that which is stamped with Divine authority - given by Christ
Jesus and His Apostles, must be taught and practised. (See I Cor. i. 10-17.)
(d) The meaning and New Testament usage of the word church must be recog
nised. The word ekklesia means a called-out assembly; that is, an assembly gathered
in one place, and not a number of assemblies regarded as one, and governed by a
synod or General Assembly. When it is understood that such is the meaning of the
word, and that it is only so used in the New Testament, then will each assembly of
believers, as a Churchof Christ, be independent of everyother assembly, and govern
itself under the guidance of the Word of God. As one body of which individual
Christians are members, and Christ the Head, and as a building in which individual
Christians arc living stones, there will be harmony in the working.
(e) Lastly, Paul has given a seven-fold basis of union in Eph. iv. 1-7. Let all
professed followers of Christ be united in the one body, be guided by the one Spirit,
rest in the one hope, submit to the one Lord, practise and contend for the one faith,
obey in the one baptism, acknowledge the one God and Father of all, and then will
they be united on a sound scriptural basis, and with one heart and one mind willstrive
together for the faith of the Gospel.
Albert Brown (1893).

Conducted by

BOX

Alf Marsden

I have received via theEditor a number ofquestions/comments relating tomy answers
in the March and June issues 198711 consider these to be of sufficient importance for
me to clarify further what I said on those occasions.

I would like to point out once again, as I have in the past, that my comments
are personal but based always on the Scriptures insofar as I understand them. My

views may not be the personal views of the Editor or the readers, but hegraciously
allows them to be printed, and you kindly read them and pass conunents on them,
andforthatI am extremely grateful. Youcanalways beassured ofmy open-mindedness
and willingness tolearn. Soletusdeal with thecomments relating totheMarch issue.
**In the March issue Bro. Marsden seemed to besaying it was 'extremely improb
able, if not impossible* for precisely similarteachingand practicein all Churches.Peter
exhorts "be ye of one mind" (I Peter 3:8). These exhortations are repeated several
times. Were the apostles expecting the impossible?."

Since I believe in theliteral inspiration of theScriptures it would be quite wrong
for me to say that the Apostles were expecting the impossible when they said 'be ye
ofone mind'. That being so, we must take the phrase tobeeither aspecific Apostolic
instruction for every Christian at all times and in all circumstances to think, say, and
do precisely the same things, or, thecontext will indicate to usthose things which call
for being 'of the same mind'. In either case, the determining mind mustbe the mind
of God as revealed in HisWord. As a concomitant to the above,wemustalsoconclude

that every time a Christian opens the Bible and interprets therefrom, that his interpre
tation of the text must not only be right, but that it must also coindde with the
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interpretations of thousands of Christians throughout the world who study the same
text. It must be either that, or we must have some prescribed Church of Christ Doctrine
hud down by some central body and believed and practised by every Church of Christ
in the world, and it doesn't need me to tell you that such a thing is anathema to
Churches of Christ. My own personal view is that the context will indicate to us the
things to which we can give 'one mind'.
LOOKING AT THE CONTEXT

The passage referred to reads, "Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion
one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous: not rendering evil for evil,
or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called,
that ye should inherit a blessing" (I Peter 3:8,9). Peter then goes on to speak about
the Christian "eschewing evil; doing good, seeking peace, and suffering for righteous
ness sake ". There is not a thought in the context which would indicate to me any
issue which could be described as contentious. Every Christian could be, and ought
to be, of 'one mind' on those Christian virtues which Peter mentions.

We can also look at Paul's teaching in his Philippian letter. In 1:27 we read,

"Only let your conversation (manner of life) be as it becometh the Gospel of Christ:
that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that
ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the Gospel". What is
Paul saying here? The Word 'conversation' in the A.V. literally means in the Greek
'citizen'. We must appreciate that as a Roman colony, Philippienjoyed Roman citizen
ship. There is no doubt that Paul valuedhis Roman citizenshipand he used it whenever
the occasion demanded, but when he was converted he found a greater citizenship in

a greater Kingdom. It is only natural, then, that he should exhort his fellow-Christians
to conduct their lives in such a way as befitted their citizenship of this greater Kingdom,
especially in the Gospel.

To continue with his teaching in Phil. 2:2 we read, "Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be
likeminded, having the same love, being of one acccord, of one mind". The literal
meaning here is that Paul will be overjoyed if they keep united in the spirit of Christ
and act in unison to preserve their unity in Christ. He goes on to say, "Let nothing
be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowlinesss of mind let each esteem other
better than themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but every man also

on the things of others. Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus" (2:
1-5). In what have the Philippian Christians to be of 'one accord, one mind'? In the
mind of Christ, flow was the mind of Christ expressed? In love, humility, and service

to all people. Why does he want them all to be united in the mind of Christ? So that
when the storms of doubt were raised, as we know they were, they would stand fast
in Christ and in the Gospel.
The student of Paul's letters will know that he was very much concerned with the

effect on new converts of the teaching of the Gnostics concerning the Person of Christ.

In chapters2 and 3 of his Philippian letter he setsforth the greatnessand the superiority
of Jesus; the saints at Philippi must have been thrilled with this picture of the Christ
of God, even as we are today. This must have been the prelude to his discourse in
the Colossian and Ephesian letters about the effects of Gnosticism. This is why he
wants the saints to be of 'one accord and one mind' so that they could withstand the
onslaught on their faith.
WE ARE ALL DIFFERENT

In the defence and confirmation of the Gospel, Churches of Christ stand second
to none. In matters of fact, and following Divine and Apostolic instructions regarding
the fundamentals of our faith, I believe there is a remarkable degree of unanimity;
the terms of man's salvation are clear and unambiguous. When we enter the realms
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of opinion it is a different matter. Do we seek out only the ones to have fellowship
with who happen to agree with our point of view at any particular time? (I am speaking
about our brethren in Christ, of course). We know that some are weak, some strong;
some are students of the Word, others aren't; some are easily led by strong per

sonalities, others are more discerning. In matters where opinions are expressed, it
seems to me that all these characteristics will be brought into play; it is inevitable
under such circumstances that errors of judgment on the Scriptures will be com
pounded. That is why I said, and still say, that it is highly improbable that we shall
all agree on all things all the time. The Apostles were not asking for the impossible,
they were teaching us the art of the possible, and in so doing I believe they. Were
leading us down the road to greater unity in Christ. Let us keep on striving to achieve
this unity in Him which He, and the Apostles, and we so urgently need.
(All questions, plea.se to:
Alf Marsden, 20 Costessy Way, Winstanley, Wigan, Lane. WN3 6ES)

"OUR MARRIAGE RELATIONSHIP TO CHRIST"
The Holy Spirit, through Paul says of the church, "I am jealous over you with
Godly Jealousy: for 1 have espoused you to one husband" (the reason?) "that I may
present you as a chaste virgin to Christ". (II Cor, 11:2).
We understand marriage in the social, physical, intellectual and emotional realm.
We see some happy marriages, some unhappy, some broken, some a tragic battleg
round. Yet even in this we know the ideal marriage... LOVING, STEADY, SUPPOR
TIVE, PERMANENT, DYNAMIC AND GROWING.

In the opening paragraph we read a Christian has a relationship to Christ that is
like marriage: close, pure, loving, lasting, cxciting, stimiilating and maturing. Yet,

even as Satan beguiled Eve, we can be corrupted and losethe purityof our relationship
to Christ. We have this one superior relationship that we can unintentionally or
deliberately lose. The "onenesss" is like that spoken about in Ephesians 4: 1-4.
In Romans 7: 3-4 the Holy Spirit confirms this marriage to Christ is so that we
may bring fruit to God. In human marriage it is imperative that the.wife givespre-emi
nence to her husband. Similarly, we Christians MUST give pre-eriiinence at all times,
under all circumstances, to Christ our Lord (Col. 1:16). We give to Him the honour
due to Him by worshipping, in giving (I Cor. 16: 1-2, II Cor. 9: 6-7) in singing His
praise (Col. 3: 16,17) in observing the Lord's supper (I Cor. 11:23, Luke 22:19) and
by contending for the faith, (Jude 3).

In human marriage respect is shown by treating one another with love and concern,
in functioning in proper roles and in submission. In Ephesians 5:22-32 God commands
man to love his wife and the wife to submit to the husband. If we can show respect
to our earthly companions, how much more is due to our Heavenly companion? The
marriage-supper of the Lamb (Rev. 19:7) is for those who are ready, pure, clean,
prepared and willing. The Church is made up of those who come to Christ on His
terms - and love, cherish, respect and honour Him (John 14:15).
These are the invited participants to the marriage-supper. As Christians we must
not compromise in our relationship (Gal. 1:6-9)so that we can be found ready (Matthew
25: 1-13). WE can show disrespect to our heavenly companion by staying away from

gatherings (Hebrews 10 24-25), by an unforgiving attitude (Eph. 4:32, Matt. 6:12) by
being lazy (I Cor. 3:9, Eph. 4:3, II Thess. 3:12) and by refusing to teach others (Matt.
28: 18-20). Departing from our marriage companion and relationship, (whether our
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earthly marriage or our heavenly one) is adultery. We DO not have the right to leave
Him. A Spiritual divorce from Christ will lead tocondemnation. We entered a life-time
contract at our immersion into Christ, and being espoused to Him we must remain
faithful unto death. And may our marriage to Him be a happy one.

Written by T. W. Hartle, (Evangelist)
11 Killamey Mansions, Gorge Road,
Oranjezicht, Cape Town 8001 R.S.A.
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The raising of Lazarus
Martha, Mary and Lazarus were a
close-knit family. Theylived inBethany,

Tim. 1:10). Dear reader, go back
meditate upon the words of this paragraph. They are, surely, beautiful.words,
i
a c \
a
c
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John tells us: When Jesus therefore
u /x* \
i
i
saw her (Mary) weepmg, and the Jews

also weeping which came with her. He
groaned in the spirit and was troubled"
(11:33), Also: "Jesus therefore again

which was not far from Jerusalem. Jesus

groaning in Himself cometh to the

knew them and loved them (11:5). The

grave" (11:38). Francis Schaeffer in his

death of Lazarus must have been a great
blow to the sisters.
Jesus arrived on the scene four days
after the burial. I understand the Jews

book The God Who Is There has something interesting to say about these passages: "As Jesus stood there. He not
only wept but He was angry. The

believed that decomposition of the body

Exegesis of the Greek of the passages is

began on the fourth day, thus Martha's

clear. Jesus, standing in front of the

comment: "Lord, by this time he stinketh" (11:39). The delay in Jesus' com-

ing, however, gave Him a great opportunity to show He was the true Son of
God (11: 15,42).

tombof Lazarus, was angry at deathand
at the abnormality of the world; the destruction and distress caused by sin."
"Lazarus, come forth!" was the cry.
Hecame forth, still bound hand and foot

Let us recall Martha's dialogue with

with the grave clothes. A miracle had

brotherwould not have died. But I know

even the Lord's enemies could deny it

Jesus. ""Lord, if you had been here, my

been performed and witnessed. Not

that even now God will give you what-

(11:47). But. in the end, they wanted

ever you ask.' Jesus said to her, 'Your

Jesus dead and Lazarus as well (11:53;

brother will rise again.' Martha
answered, i know he will rise again in
the resurrection at the last day', Jesus
said to her, 'I am the resurrection and
the life. He who believes in me will live,

12:10).
The Prophecy of Caiaphas
Joseph Caiaphas was the son-in-law
to Annas. He held the high priesthood
for eighteen years (A.D. 18-36). He is

even though he dies, and whoever lives

best known for the leading part he took

and believes in me will never die. Do

in the trial and condemnation of Jesus,

you believe this?' 'Yes. Lord.' she told

Caiaphas" prophecy of Jesus was

Him, i believe that you are the Christ.

true. However, some arc puzzled by the

the Son of God, who was to come into

instrument God used. Victor Budgen in

the world'" (11: 21-27, N.I.V.). The
wordsof Paulimmediately cometo mind

his bookTheCharismatics andtheWord
of God wrote: "Just as we took Balaam

here: "Jesus Christ, who hath abolished

to illustrate the fact that God could get

death, and hath brought life and immof-

the message right even though the in-
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strument was thoroughly evil, so we find
that in the New Testament there is an

even more glaring example of this
sovereign power of God. Caiaphas was
also a thoroughly evil man. As high
priest he was a cynical unbeliever, con
temptuous towards the hangers-on
around him and a determined opponent
of the Lord Jesus Christ, whose death

he desired above else. Hardly a likely
instrument for one of the greatest
prophecies in the Bible! God is never
frustrated -
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he was coming in peace. This action of
Jesus is a sign that he was not the warrior
figure men dreamed of, but the Prince
of Peace."

The people threw branches of palm
trees in the path of Jesus. This was the
way in which conquerors and princes
were often honoured in that day, Albert
Barnes has written that "the palm was
an emblem of joy and victory. It was
used by Roman soldiers, as well as the

Jews, as a symbol o'f peace."

He can use the most evil

instrument and deliver a perfect word."

Paradoxes
The late brother Tom Nisbet often

told me that the Bible was full of
Judas Iscariot

paradoxes. What is a paradox? On an

Here was a man near to Jesus and

index card on this word I have written:

yet so far from Him in Spirit. How tragic
to read of this chosen disciple: "He was
dishonest, and when he was in charge
of the purse he used to help himself from
the contents" (12:6, Phillips). He had a
love for money and it led, of course, to
far greater tragedy - the betrayal of his

"A statement seemingly self contradic
tory, though possibly well founded or
essentially true." Jesus said: "He that

Master. Paul later wrote: "For the love

of money is a root of all kinds of evil.
Some people, eager for money, have
wandered from the faith and pierced
themselves with many griefs" (I Timothy
6:10, N.I.V.).
Judas' concern for the poor was not
genuine. He only wanted to get his hands
on the money. Such dishonesty, selfish
ness and greed have, sadly, not been
unique to Judas in the history of man

loveth his life shall lose it; and he that

hateth his life in this world shall keep it
unto life eternal" (12:25). What a
paradox! Jesus also revealed that death
produces life and that service leads to
greatness. So it was with Jesus Himself.
Jesus and Satan

Jesus' arrest, trial and crucifixion
were now not far off. These were, there
fore, tense times for the Master. It was

surely only natural for Him to say:
"Father, save me from this hour ..."

(12:27). That he foresaw everything
must have made it all the more difficult.

But the Father spoke to him in His time

kind.

of need. It is to be noted that the voice

The Triumphal Entry
This was the subject of prophecy.
"Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion;
shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold,
thy King cometh unto thee: he is just,

of God came to Jesus at all the great
moments of His life. It came at His bap
tism (Mark 1:11) and it came on the
Mount of Transfiguration (Mark 9:7).

and having salvation; lowly, and riding

strength to face the ordeal of the cross.
Jesus said: "Now is the judgment of
this world: now shall the prince of this
world be cast out" (12:31). Albert
Barnes in considering this passage
wrote: "Now is approaching the decisive
scene, the eventual peripd - the crisis

upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of
an ass" (Zechariah 9:9). Note, He came
upon an ass. With us, the ass is lowly
and despised; but in the east it was a
noble animal. (See Judges 10:4; II
Samuel 17:23, II Samuel 19:26). William
Barclay has pointed out "If a king came
riding upon a horse then he was bent on
war; if he came riding upon an ass then

Now it had come to Him when he needed

- when it shall be determined who shall

rule this world. There has been a long
conflict between the powers of light and
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darkness - between God and the devil.

Satan has so effectually ruled that he
may be said to be the prince of this
world; but my approaching death will
destroy his kingdom, will break down
his power, and will be the means of set
ting up the kingdom of God over man."
Thanks be to God for the cross of Christ!

Allow me to emphasize that through
out the history of mankind satan did ev
erything to prevent the Messiah entering
the world. At times, he came very close
to achieving this objective. However, in
the fulness of time, the Messiah did
come and satan. of course, tried to de

stroy Him. He thought he had achieved
his goal, I am sure, when he put Jesus
on that tree on Golgotha. But God had
His own plans and purposes. The death
of His beloved Son was for the saving
of the world.

Jesus — The Light
Jesus is the Light of the World. In

the last publication of the magazine
Sound in Faith I wrote: "Jesus is the true

light. The Greek word for true is
alethinus,

which

means

'real'

or

'genuine' as opposed to that which is
substitute or counterfeit. Jesus is the real

light. As one writer has said: "Other
lights flicker and die, mislead and
seduce; He alone is the light which is
real and leads to reality"." Our task as
Christians is to hold up that light. "Let
your light so shine before men. that they
may see your good works, and glorify
your Father who is in heaven" (Matthew
5:16). So commanded Jesus. It is our
duty to obey.
Ian S. Davidson. Motherwell.

(Brother Ian welcomes correspondence
from anyone. He resides at 21 Glen
Lyon, St. Leonards. East Kilbride, Glas
gow G74 2JJ. Scotland)

One cool judgment is worth a thousand
hasty councils. The thing to do is to sup
ply light and not heat. President Woodrow Wilson, at the Peace Conference,
1919.

Manchester: "Brethren please rejoice
with us over the baptism into the Christ
of Mrs. Patricia Tan and Mr. Howard

Mitchell on Monday the 20th of July,
1987. Again we are grateful to the Gos
pel Hall Stretford for allowing us to use
their baptistry.
Sister Tan is the wife of Brother Jimmie Tan. Brother Mitchell came to know

of us through the lectures at the Univer
sity of Manchester Institute of Sience
and Technology on "Does God Exist".
We pray that their growth in Jesus will
continue to be blessed to God's glory.
We also thank God for the safe re

turn of our Brother Rahim Ullah from

Pakistan where he has been visiting his
relatives."

Would you also kindly ask the bret
hren through the Scripture Standard if
any of them could let me have a copy
of the late Brother Cummins of Kentish

Town's pamphlet entitled something
like "Hitherto, or our Journey to
Jerusalem". Which told of the start of

the Lord's Church in Australia by a small
group of believers dissatisfied with the
unscriptural teaching of the various de nominations, getting together to try to
worship according to the New Testa
ment pattern.
Allan Ashurst.

Baptism in Zambia's Northern Province
Kitwe, Zambia: Since the last report,
thirty two more folk in Zambia's North
ern Province have put on Christ in bap
tism. This is mainly the fruit of
evangelism in villages around MBALA.
close to Lake Tanganyika. Chester
Woodhall has been involved in develop
ing gospel preachers and encouraging
church planting in Zambia's Northern
Province — a new area for Churches of

Christ.

In evangelistic outreach along the
Zaire/Angola border there were 50 An
golans baptized into Christ - 4 - bap
tisms at Kandala and 9 baptisms at a
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further village. This is good spinoff from
the church work in Zaire! At a Bible

teaching meeting at TSHIBAMBA in
Zaire there were 227 participants.
Angela Woodhall,
Church of Christ,
P.O. Box 22297,
Kitwe, Zambia.

these we need a friend". We give thanks
for our Saviour and for all our friends.
Lizzie is now at home and we look for

ward to her making progress.
William Black,

Dalmellington.
ACCEPTABLE OFFERINGS
"She hath done what she could." Mark
xiv 8

COMING EVENTS

This was wonderful commendation

ANNIVERSARY MEETING

The church at Kentish Town, Lon

don, hope to hold their 116th Anniver

sary Meeting on 3rd October, 1987,'
when Bro. Geoffrey Daniell will be the
speaker. Brother James Sinclair serving
on Lord's Day. Visitors most welcome.
On behalf of the Church of Christ

Peterhead, we would appreciate it if
you could announce our forthcoming
YOUTH WEEKEND in October. The

date is the 2nd-4th October, 1987.

The speakers are Mike Jones fronr
the church at Morley and Mark Hill from
the church at Loughborough. The age
limit is 13 or young Christians. Accom
modation is on a first come first served

basis, all names and numbers should bt

submitted

by

the

20th

Sep-

tember.Names should be sent to the ad

dress below or telephone (0779) 77496.
Margaret Ann Cowie,
26 Henderson Park,
Richmond Gardens,
Peterhead AB4 6WR.
ANNUAL SOCIAL

The church at Newtongrange, God
willing, hope to hold their ANNUAL
SOCIAL on Saturday 17th October at
their Meeting-house, at 4 p.m. Chair
man James Morris. Speakers: Joe Currie
(Newtongrange) David Scott (Tranent)
-
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All welcome.

to come fi-om the lips of the Christ. Mary
could not have done better than this if

she had been a thousand times as gifted.

We get two lessons. One is that all Christ
wants is what we have ability and oppor
tunity to do. He asks no impossibilities.

The poorest things, the smallest offer
ings. are acceptable if they are really our
best in the circumstances.

A child in a mission school offered

her teacher a handful of weeds and gras
ses, wilted and soiled at that, which she

called a bouquet. Did the tqacher refuse
the gift, and criticise the poor withered
weeds? No; she accepted them with as
sincere gratitude and as many thanks as

if some wealthy friend had offered her
an elegant bouquet of flowers. The child
did what she could; and the teacher look

ing behind the gift saw the love in the
little heart, and that transfigured her
poor gift. So it is that Christ accepts our
poorest work or our homeliest offering
if it is our best.

But the lesson has another side.

"She did what she could." It is this, then,

that pleases Christ. Are we doing what
we could do? Do we always bring to him
our very best gifts? Do we never put him
off with the faded flowers, keeping the

fresh and fragrant ones for ourselves?
Do we do for him our very best work?
Are we faithful? If we are only doing
half what we might, we cannot take the

THANKS

comfort of this commendation. The

Lizzie and I would like to say a big
'Thank-you', with all our love to the
brotherhood, for the many 'get-well'
cards, telephone calls, visits and gifts re
ceived during Lizzie's stay in hospital.
As the hymn-writer says, "In times like

widow's mites were very acceptable
coming from her, because they were all
she had; but they would not have elicited
any such commendation if one of the
rich men had given them. A little child's
ministry is very beautiful for a child, but
it would not be as fitting in the father

these we need a Saviour, In times like
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or mother. We must really do the very
best we can if we would have this com
mendation.

From: 'Come Ye Apart' by J. R. Miller.

"SEEK YE FIRST . .

In order to achieve the real peace
passing understanding, we must develop
a proper perspective. Difficult though it
may be to realise, God's kingdom and
God's righteousnessare to be givenpre

must fall into the proper perspective and
develop an awareness of the importance
of spiritual matters. Remember; God's
kingdom and God's righteousness de
mand first place in our lives. And re
member also that the only promise we
have of attaining all else comes after we

have put God's business in its proper
place. To reach this point, we must
"walk by faith and not by sight" (2 Cor.
Selected.

rogative over everything else. Jesus said

that all else would fall in its place when
these two things are given first place

(Mqtt. 6:33).
Sometimes our willing spirits havetrouble with the willing flesh. Fre
quently, like Paul, we have to buffet our

body to keep it under subjection. Why?
Because all in us that is flesh argues veh
emently that God's kingdom and God's
righteousness are not the most impor
tant things. Our very reason seems to
say that material things must come first.
We cannot see how the more intangible,
spiritual things deserve first place; nor
can we realise that when they are given
first place the secondary things will also

Reconciliation

"Moreover, if thy brother trespass

against thee, go and tell him h!is fault
between thee and him alone" (Matt.
18:15).
This is a plain teaching rule, and a
command of Christ. That it is ignored
by many is evident. Almost all the divi
sion and discord in the church are the

result of ignorance. Nine-tenths of all
the shameful reflection on the church

would never be if this rule given by
Christ were strictly adhered to. And to
refuse to observe shows malice in the

heart. Many do not want these things
settled in Christ's way.

be ours.

This is where we have a need for

faith. Only by faith can we reach to the
spiritual achievement to see how things

It was love, not the nails, that held Christ
fast to the cross.
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Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning.
VOL. 55 No. 10

OCTOBER, 1987

THAT THE WORLD MAY BELIEVE
Prompted by brother Woodcock's recent letter (published August issue) I have
been thinking about this question of Unity, and apparently, many others have been
doing the same. It is always worthwhile to regularly re-examine our positionon any,
and every, issue. There are, I am told, over 300 (perhaps more) different religious
denominations in the world, and in one country several different 'brands' of 'Churches

of Christ'. This is a bleak picture indeed and must raise the question, "What caused,
such a situation to come about." It is surely a good approach to the consideration of

Unity to sit down and try to identify the causes of dis^onity (noting that a 'Divinity'
education is no defence against it, and that much of the deviation is perpetuated by
highly-educated theologians, and clergymen.) Why are there so many denominations
and what are the causes of division.? We can look at this in its broadest sense and

then narrow down the enquiry by looking at our own experience: i.e. of the British
churches of Christ. Was divisioncaused by Bro. W. Crosthwaite, and the others, when
they broke away from the Co-operation Churches and embarked on the road to the
'Old Paths'? Should they have remained where they were and tried to effect change
from within? Would that have been possible? Should Martin Luther have remained
in the R.C. Church? Bro. Woodcock mentions the instrument, and individual contain

ers, but only twenty-five years ago the 'Old Path' churcheswere badly divided by the
introduction of these containers (and the concept of a located ministry). Who did such

a thing and, why? At the time, strenuous efforts were made to prevent it. Indeed.
Bro. Albert Winstanley probably did more than anyone else in trying to avert this
catastrophe. He initiated a letter which pleaded with the two churches using the
containers to desist therefrom in the interests of unity. This letter was.signed by many

brethren from various churches (including Tunbridge Wells, Scholes, Wigan, Hindley,
London, Newtown Wigan, Blackburn, Haddington, Dalmellington, Goole, Ilkeston,

Tranent, Dewsbury, Heanor, Kirkby-in-Ashfield, Eastwood and Loughborough) but
it fell on deaf ears. Many of us still have copies of all the correspondence that passed,
and the events of the time are largely chronicled in the Bound Volumes of the "S.S."
around 1961. And so, to the question "How can division in the church happen", the
answer is, "It can happen very easily indeed". Similarly, it is now simply a question
of historical fact as to why, and by whom, the instrument was introduced, and the
divisive affect it has had in the U.S.A. upon the body of Christ. I daresay, men being
men, there are numerous other issues in the pipeline, which in the fulness of time will
become stumbling-blocks to the brethren. And so we need not puzzle at such things
happening: but we should seek to profit by asking WHY they happen. Is it a selfish

spirit within us (Rom. 8:13) or just a genuine, but misguided, desire to enhance the
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way, the end^TCsuit can^be

•••l

'-- •A.tACKOE.EOVE^

and diviapn. j ^

.

.. . Was therea lackofbrotherly love onthepartofthefew who insisted onimporting

the;5^nti^ers.^ Irbm^ly i
ch^ged at^e time, and even today, that the many
wh0jrefuse toiiselthe container^manifest a serious lack ofbirotherly love. (Brp, Aif
deak with this in: "Q\B.") If a brother seriously believes a certain practice h^s no
sanction from God can he be expected to partake in it.? Do we expect it? Can we
teach against it and practice it both at the same time? Brotherly love is not involved.
Jesus often castigated certain types of people but it would be wrong to say that Jesus
did not love all men. If we were to see a man beating his son we might conclude that
'love' was missing: but a father beats his son precisely because of his love for his boy.
Likewise, God chastens those whom He loves. Parents with a son who is into the drug

scehe are unlikely to join their son in drug-taking but this is not becausethey dp not
love their son. Those who have no wish to worship God with an instrument, or
individual containeis, are very unlikely to join those who do so: but love has little to
do with it. There is a conscientious objection to the practice: not the people. In Thomas
Campbell's 'Declaration and Address' one of the stipulations was that "Nothing ought
to be received into the faith, or worship of the church, or be made a term of conununion
among Christians, that is not as old as the New Testament". There are some brethren
who really believe that an invention by a medically qualified clergyman, in 1893, is
not remotely as old as the N.T. and therefore has no place on Christ's table. 'Love'
for the brethren has nothing whatsoever to do with this conclusion. Few brethren are
likely to be found, on a Sunday morning, in the local R.C. Chapel, or Mormon
Temple, and love has nothing to do with Aat circumstance. If a brother genuinely
believes, as many do, that the instrument has no sanction in God's infallible word,
how can he be expected to use it? Love or fellowship has nothing to do with it: his
priority is to God's word. Some might pity his ignorance, or weakness, but they should
be slow to charge him with a lack of brotherly-love. Paul and Barnabas went separate
ways for a while: did Paul not love Barnabas?
UNITY IN DIVERSITY

There are many articles written on this theme and it seems to have become a
popular concept in recent years. Most of the writers of these articles seem to feel that
unity is well nigh an impossibility and that we shall have to settle for something less:,
and indeed some try to show that "diversity" is actually beneficial to the church.' It is
very true that we can not expect everyone to agree about everything, or anything, as
any business-meeting of the church will prove. We can hardly get agreement on the
colour of paint for the door of the meeting-house, and so, some ask, how can we hope
to achieve unanimity on doctrinal matters? 'Unity' and 'Diversity' are, of course,
partly contradictory terms and we would have to define them carefully. Some, by
unity, mean that we try to get along with one another despite our differences, and
indeed, most 'Unity' initiatives amongst the denominations require that they ignore,
or conceal, their differences. This is surely not unity in the sense that Jesus had in
mind. When the Pope talks about unity he means that wayward protestantism should
return to the R.C. fold. And so, everyone has their own idea of 'Unity' but surely
we must search'for the scriptural concept of it, and pursue that. Another catch-phrase
is that 'Unity is not Uniformity' and again this is true, but only partly true, and depends
upoii what we see as "unity" and "uniformity." Yes there is diversity amongst the
members of the church. Yes we all come from different backgrounds. Yes we all have
different occupations and differing outlooks on life: differing political persuasions.

Yes we have differences in I.Q. level, some are ready students, some are slow. Yes,
some have had different ethnic origins; and racial prejudices. Yes, some have had
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different upbringing and varying experiences. Yes, some come into the kingdom of
God late in life, and some early. Yes, some are aged and seem to fail to understand
'the young' and vice versa..Yes, some are well off, and some are exceedingly poor.
Some even have tuneful voices and some certainly not. Yes, some are married and
interested in the future of their children and some, perhaps, don't like noisy children.

Yes some are the 'outgoing fresh-air types' and some are the studious and sensitive
types. Some were bom with a generous spirit and bright personality, and some are
introspectiveand real 'worriers'. We could, I suppose, spend all day listingthe various
kinds of diversity (if this is what we mean by diversity) amongst members of the
church, but at the end of it all we might have the urge to say, "So what". Once we
become members of the Lord's church we must surely subbom any 'differences' we

have to conformity with the teachings of Jesus and His appointed apostles. The only
advantage of this 'Diversity' amongst the members is that all the multifarious talents
in the church can be brought together in the cause of Christ and in the wellbeingof
the congregation. The member who is a carpenter, or painter, can help maintain the
meeting-house, the member who is an accountant can look after the finances, and the
sisters can use fheir many special talents in looking after the needy and the sick. At
the end of the day, however, all our 'diversity': all our differences in background,
outlook and experience must be dissolved and our sole aim in life must be to discover
what Jesus requires us to be, and to do, and to be it and to do it. There could have
been no greater difference in background in N.T. times than the difference between
Jew and Gentile yet both were required to come together and forget those differences.
True, God was patient in the early years of the church with those who could not
entirely grasp this fact (even with Peter) but it came to pass nevertheless and now, in
Christ, there is no such things as Jew, or Gentile, neither bond nor free, male nor
female. The rich who came to Christ would have to be generous, the soldier who
came would have to consider whether he could take life; the African who came would

have to reconsider whether he could retain several wives; the cannibal would have to

giveup hispartiality to humanflesh;the alchoholic wouldhaveto giveup hisaddiction;
the atheist would have to change his ground and so we could go on. Any difference,
or 'Diversity' we might have, which is not in conformity with the teaching of the N.T.
would have to be abandoned: and all personal foibles and opinions subjugated to the
word of truth. We surely understand that, nothwithstanding our diversity, we must
all obey the laws of the country, and it's no excuse to say "I'm different." Paul would
be quite conversant with the fact that people were coming into the church from all
kinds of backgrounds and conditions but he does not seem to encourage them to
pursue their individuality but rather, he says, "Now I beseech you, brethren, by the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that we all speak the same thing, and that there be
no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind
and in the same judgement." (1 Cor. 1:10) Many articles have been written on this
passage and many have watered it down until it is fairly meaningless, but if words
have any meaning at all, unity, rather than diversity, would seem to be what the
apostle had in mind. I read, somewhere, that the church is to be a seamless robe, not
a coat of many colours.
THEY ALL MAY BE ONE

I agree with brother Woodcock that we are all different, but would add that we
must smother our differences in the interests of the church. Some, however, go as far

as to say that we can never have unity (and indeed produce scripture to prove it) and
point out that even Barton W. Stone looked upon unity merely as 'our polar star'. It
is suggested that just as it is desirable to convert every single person in the worW to
Christ,it isequally unlikely. Globalconversion istheoretically possible (and desirable)
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but extremely unlikely. Similarly it is claimed, church unity is possible and desirable,
but men being men, is extremely unlikely. To many, unity simply means general

agreement on the death, burialand resurrection of Christ: akd that allothersmatters
are open to personal preferences. Indeed, many teach that the above passage (1 Cor.
1:10) refers only to the basic doctrine concerning Christ's deity. There is, however,
surely one passage in the New Testament, spoken by Jesus, incapable of being watered
down, and that is Christ's prayer for unity in His church. If any prayer can be rightly
termed the "Lord's Prayer" surely this is it. Jesus prayed "Neither pray I for these
(the apostles) alone, but for them also which shall believe on Me through their word.
That they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in thee, that they also
may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent Me." This prayer
was made generally (and not in response to the correction of any particular false
doctrine) and calls for a very close and compact form of unity. How close? As close
as Father and Son - "As thou Father art in Me and I in Thee." This is the quality
of unity required and, by no stretch of the imagination could it be termed 'unity in
diversity'. There are those who would even try to dilute the meaning of this prayer
and who say that Jesus simply meant that we should be 'one in purpose* but not
necessarily one in any other sense. It surely must be a dangerous game to qualify the
words of Jesus in this way, for certainly Jesus could, Himself, have so qualified them
had He so desired. True, we shall never equally have the same degree of knowledge
of God's word (for some study more than others) but this fact does not militate against
unity: it just means that some brethren are more knowledgeable than others. The
unity for which Jesus prayed was not simply a general acknowledgement that Jesus
was the Christ, but was a unity THAT CAN BE SEEN by the world. "That the world
might believe that Thou hast sent Me." Could there possibly be a more vital reason
for real unity (not just a closing of the eyes to serious differences)? It is not enough
for the religious world to say that 'at heart' we believe fundamentally in the same
things. The world can easily see the paper over the cracks. On a Sunday, churchgoers
can readily be seen passing one another, as they go in all directions, to their various
places of worship. This has exactly the effect Jesus said it would have. Surely there
is no other source of skepticism so fruitful as sectarianism, and division amongst
Christians. Christians should seek unity for this very reason alone: that the world might
believe in the Son of God. Twenty-six years later, when we can calmly reflect upon
the division the 'Old Paths' churches have suffered, we can see how very destructive
it all has been and how completely unnecessary. Certainly nothing has been gained,
but who can estimate what has been lost; and who can foot the bill?

"Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity."
(Ps. 133:1).
EDITOR.

GLEANINGS
"Let her glean even among the sheaves." Ruth 2:15
PERFECTION IS A RELATIVE TERM

"Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect." Perfection
is a relative term. "A thing is perfect when it precisely and fullymeets what is reasonably
required and expected of it." The machine is perfect which, to the extent of its power,
does the work for which it was constructed. In like manner the Christian attains unto

perfection when his life measures up to the standard which is in Christ Jesus - when
he performs all that is reasonably required and expected of him."
H.G. Harward.
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MAN'S INHUMANITY TO MAN

"In times when vile men held the high places of the land, a roll of drums was
employed to drown the martyr's voice, lest the testimony of truth from the scaffold
should reach the ears of the people —an illustration of how men deal with conscience,
and seek to put to silence its truth-telling voice."
Amot.

CONSECRATION

"Consecration is not wrapping one's self in a holy web in the sanctuary, and then
coming forth after prayer and twilight meditation, and saying: "There, I am consec
rated." Consecration is taking all advantage of trust funds - as confidential debts
owed to God: it is simply dedicating one's life, in its whole flow, to God's service.
H. W. Beecher.

THE GOSPEL IS 60D*S EVANGEL

"The Gospel is God's Evangel. This is the inspired word itself, in English form.
It well deserves a place in our vocabulary, for several reasons. By its relation to angel,
messenger, it reminds us that it is a Message, and as the word angel in Scripture usage
is generally appropriated to denote a divine, a heavenly messenger, so is the word
Evangel generally taken to represent the divine Message from heaven, of which, by
anticipation, no human mind could have conceived. Moreover, he who gives himself
to the work of proclaiming this Evangel is an Evangelist, while they to whom it is
adequately made known are Evangelised, and all that relates to the Evangel is truly
Evangelical. Our more common English equivalents are Gospel, Good-News, GladTidings. But if we have supreme regard to the full meaning of the original Greek
word. Glad or Joyful Message is perhaps the most adequate designation that our
language will afford."
J. B. Rotherham.

THE MEANING OF CONVERSION

"'Convert' may be said to be a Latin word in English dress. Taking the root part
of the word, 'vert,' we note its meaning as 'turn.' In numerous words 'vert' may be
seen to have this meaning. To 'advert' is to 'turn to'; to 'revert,' to 'turn back'; to
'subvert,' to 'turn under,' i.e., upside down; to 'pervert,' to 'turn in a wrong direction.'
So in 'convert' there is the idea of 'turning.' TTie prefix 'con' denotes company, in
conjunction with, as in congregate, to gather together; and in connect, to tie or fasten
together. It is the same as co in co-operate, operating together, working harmoniously.
'Convert,' therefore, according to its component parts, indicates a turning in company
with some one, a turning to go along with another. But con is often intensive, as in
commotion. 'Convert' might hence mean a turning of a most complete or thorough
nature."

Alexander Brown.

CAN CHRIST BE RICH AND I POOR ?

"As I read I saw it all! 'If we believe not; He abideth faithful.' I looked to Jesus

and saw (and when I saw, oh, how the joy flowed!) that He had said: 'I will never
leave you'. 'Ah, there is rest,' I thought. 'I have striven in vain to rest in Him.T'll
strive no more^For has He not promised to abide with me - never to leave me, never
to fail me?' And, dearie. He never will. "But this was not all He showed me, nor one

half. As I thought of the Vine and the branches, what light the blessed Spirit poured
direct into my soul! How great seemed my mistake in having wished to get the sap,
the fulness out of Him. I saw not only that Jesus would never leave me, but that I
was a member of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. The Vine now I see is not
the root merely; but all - root, stem, branches, twigs, leaves, flowers, fruit; and Jesus
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is not only that: He is soil and sunshine, air and showers, and ten thousand times

more than we have ever dreamed, wished for, or needed. Oh, the joy of seeingthis
truth!"

Hudson Taylor.

(A letter to his Sister)
Selected by Leonard Morgan.

THE BASIS OF UNION
Writing on 'The Basis Of Union; (in the 'Scripture Standard' October, 1935),
brother Crosthwaite said, "More than a century ago our pioneers, with marvellous
clearness, marked out the ground on which Christian Union can be attained, and

nothing better has been or can be presented. But men arose claimingto be wiser than
the pioneers, and thinking the end could be obtained by more speedy methods, have
diverted the movementfrom its original purpose, caused division, and hindered prog
ress." He quoted instances of American movement in Britain which were failures.
Then he quotes Bro. James Anderson, in Conference Paper 1903, who said "Christ
ianity is a perfect, divine system, or it is a fraud".
If God has given it, it is worse than folly to try to improve upon it. All such
attempts have been failures, and must continue to be so till the end of time. When

the day comes that men will have so much faith in God that they will not dare to take
from it, or add to it, or in any way tamper with the Faith that was once and for all

delivered to the Saints, then the day of Lfnion is at hand. It is God's place to speak,
it is ours to do or die. When we leam this lesson, union will come naturally as any
effect comes from its cause. It is impossible that it can come in any other way, and
absurd to expect it. Union must be based upon truth, error or time-servingpolicy can
never bring it about.

C.H. Spurgeon once said at an Annual meeting of the British and Foreign Bible
Society:"When we shall all become reverent subjects of God, and obedient to God's will,

as we find it in the Scriptures, we shall all come close to one another. All attempts
to create unity apart from the truth must fall to the ground and let them."
Be not deceived, God is not mocked, for whatsoever a man soweth that shall he

also reap.
SPIRITUAL BASIS FOR CHRISTIAN UNION

(1) The need for Unity.
(2) God's desire for Unity.
The need for unity is because the Church will not exist without it.

(United we stand. Divided we fall.)
Man was perfect in the beginning, but because of Sin he lost that state of perfection,
"or unity". Because in unity is perfect Holiness. (Hence the need for unity).
When the Children ofIsrael were united in God and His ways, they were victorious.
When divided and against God they lost. God withdrew His presence from them.
"Hence the need and God's desire for unity".
PSALM 133:1.

"Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for Brethren to dwell together in Unity.*'
EPHESIANS 4:3.

"Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace."
VERSE 13
"Till we all come in the unity of the Faith, and of the knowledge of
the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness
of Christ."

Churches of Christ plead for the unity of all Christians by a restoration of Chris-
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tianity as revealed in the New Testament.
There are two parts to this plea:First there is a call to all who would follow the Lord Jesus to be united, and then

the wayin whichthis unity maybe achievedis indicated by a return to Christianity
of the New Testament.

Jesus prayed for His Disciples "That they all may be one."
TTie Churches of Christ seek to work for the fulfilment of this prayer of Jesus by

following the way that Jesus and His Apostles taught.
Since Jesus prayed that all His followers may be one, it is clearly the Lord's will
that His Church should be united. We can safely conclude that He has provided all
that is necessary to achieve that oneness.
A united Church is not an ideal which requires each Christian to be perfect before
it can be achieved. In the New Testament times was a oneness in the Church in spite

of very evident imperfections, so to-day the Unity of Christians is possible. So long

aswe live in this world there will be differences ofopinion amongst the followers of
Christ. But there is ample room for such differences, provided that all keep those
essentials which make for unity within the Church. The desired oneness can be as
much prejudiced by insisting on the acceptance of the opinions of men, as by departing
from essentials. Liberty and Loyalty are both needed. Liberty of opinion. Loyalty to
the principles of the Faith.
What are the essentials of unity:—

The Apostle Paul wrote to the Church at Ephesus about these essentials .saying:"There is one Body, and one Spirit even as ye are called in one Hope of your calling.
One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above
all, and through all, and in you all."
Unity comes because there is:One Body of which all are members.
One Spirit who dwells in all.
One Hope which all cherish.
One Lord whom all obey.
One Faith which all believe.

One Baptism which all have received.
One God who is Father of all.

Since the unity of Christians is to be obtained by a restoration of Christianity, as
revealed in the New Testament, the authority for the doctrine is to be found in the
New Testament itself. Only the teaching of Christ and His Apostles, as preserved for
us in the New Testament, is to be regarded as being the One Faith.
The Bible is accepted as the Word of God. By that is meant that God speaks to
us through the Bible, and that we can learn from the Bible what is the will of God
for us. The Bible must be studied with proper care and attention. Like every other
book, its true meaning is obtained when it is studied in the light of the circumstances
in which it was written.

Why is the name 'Churches of Christ* used?

The local Churches are called Churches of Christ in no superior sense, but simply
because this Scriptural name fittingly describes local congregations which endeavour
to work according to the will of Christ.
Party names have been deliberately discarded because it is only when sectarian
namc» and the sectarian spirits are set aside that the unity will be achieved for which
Jesus prayed.
David Chalmefs,

Dalmellington.
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HOW LONG WERE THE DAYS OF GENESIS?
The allegation is frequently made by thosewho affect to believe the evoiiitibnary
theories and the Genesis account of creatibn that the two may be harmonized with
the assumption that the "days" of the Mosaic record were, in reality, long geological

ages,and not ordinary daysof twenty-four hours. Liberaltheologians havelongadvo
cated this view; and, we have been saddened lately to note the disposition on the part
of some among us to give credence to this modernisticspeculation.
It is very true that the Hebrew yom, translated "day" has the sameambiguity as
our English wordday(the dayofadversity, the dayof prosperity, etc), andthe question
is not biie which may be settled either way by etymology. Other considerations how
ever, do settle the question and establish clearlythe fact that the "six days" of Gen.
1, were simply days, days of twenty-four hours each, days in the usual and ordinary
import of the term. Those who accept the premise that God did not need ages in
which to accomplish the workdesignated as having been done within that period are

under no necessity of assuming that long geological ages were involved, and the
following considerations requirethat the usual and ordinary meaning of the wordday
be assigned.

^e day-age theory is a consequence of the evolutionary theory. But for that
speculative view sucha hypothesis would neverhavebeen advanced. The theoryitself
is patently opposed to other affirmations of the sacred writings; why, then, should we
concede that there is merit to its imaginations in this area? Conservative
geologists(E.G., George McReady Price), have long since shown, in the most convinc
ing fashion, that the "onion skin" hypothesis and the geologic time-timebased thereon

are fanciful and false; we ought not, therefore, to givecredence to its suppositions in

an area where itis obviously in con^ct with inspiration. Itis not possible to force the

Mosaic account of creation into conformity with the evolutionary hypothesis. Life,
according to that theory, began in the water; life, according to the HolySpirit, began
on the land! Which shall we believe?

The "days"of Gen 1, are divided into lightand darkness,exactlyasischaracteristic
of the day known to us. "And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided
the light from the darkness. And God called the light Day, and the darkness Night.
And the evening and the morning were the first day." (Gen. 1: 4, 5.) This simpleand
sublime statement is decisive of the matter. Of what was the first day composed?
Evening and morning. Into what was it divided? Light and darkness. The Hebrew

text is even moreemphatic. The translation, "And the evening and the morning were
the first day," is, literally, "And evening was, and morning was, day one." The two
periods - evening and morning - made one day. The Jewish mode of reckoning the
day was from sunset to sunset; i.e. evening and morning, the two periods combining
to make one day. If to this the objection is offered that the sun did not shine on the
earth until the fourth day, it should be remembered that it is the function of the

heavenly bodies to mark the days, not make them! It is night when no moon appears;
and the day is the same whether the sun is seen or not.

Botany, the field of plant-life, came into existence on the third day. Those who
allege that the days of Gen. 1, may have been long geological ages, must accept the
absurd- hypothesis that plant^ife survived in periods of total darkness through half of
each geoligic age, running into millions of years! Jehovah finished his labours at the

6nd of the sixth (jay, and on the seventh rested. The narrative providesho basis for
the assumptionthat the day he rested differed in any fashion from those whichpreceded
it. It evidently was marked out and its length determined in the same manner as the
others. If it was not a day of twenty-four hours, it sustains no resemblance to the
sabbath which, was given to the Israelites. More-over, there is no indic£.tion that we

