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WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM HISTORY?
Nothing stands still for long and here we are, again, at the portals of another year.
I suppose that, at such times, we are inclined to reflect upon the passage of Time
itself, and the changes we see around us. In some respects we expect to see changes,
and indeed we sometimes htrpe to see changes. We would, for instance, like to see
better relationships between the nations, much better living conditions for the
Third-World countries; more food for the hungry and less bloodshed and violence. In
the religious context we would prefer to see a great spiritual awakening sweep the
land, and much more success in the preaching of the gospel. As time passes we would
also like to think that we, as individuals, would improve as Christians, actually
growing in grace and the knowledge of God. Yes, there are changes we would
welcome.

Some things ought not to alter, however, and the church is one of them. The

church should prosper and grow, but should never change; there is a difference
between growth and change. There should be a constancy and permanency about the
church with which man should never trifle. Amongst the sects and denominations
there is certainly a constant pressure for change and changes take place all the time.
With women elders and a female clergy we wonder, "What's next". We hear them say
that the church "must be brought up to date"; "it must be made relevant to our
modern society"; "outlived notions on the miracles, virgin birth and the resurrection
must be updated"; "restrictive rules on divorce etc. must be amended"; and even that
the hymns must be 'jazzed up' somewhat. Many of these changes are being
implemented and we occasionally see the new breed of 'trendy' vicars with the

lengthy hair (better fitted to 'relate' to the young) with the 'jeans' and a guitar always
within easy reach. We also see, in the case of churches which do not make the

changes fast enough, members being lost to the 'joyful' charismatic groups. Many of
these churches have a very lose and casual approach to God's inspired word, and so I
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suppose such changes are almost inevitable and certainly not surprising. Should we,
however, ever expect to hear a call for changes vrithin the church ofour Lord Jesus
Christ. Should we expect to see changes in churches of Christ in our lifetime? Would
we expect such a thing? If so, what changes; and whyl
Changes since A. Campbell's Day
It is true that when Luther, while studying his N.T., realised that the church of
which he was a member, bore little relationship to the one in the N.T., he had to
change, and had to try and reform his church. It is also true that Luther having gone
only so far along the road to N.T. concepts of the church, the men of the Restoration
Movement had to carry the change much farther. Since the time of Alexander
Campbell, and the other pioneers, it has been generally understood that churches

bearing an exact likeness to the church of the N.T. have emerged into the world once
again. If churches, matching the N.T. pattern, were brought into being in Britain and
the USA a hundred years, or sO; ago, what further need should there be for change?
Change can never be neutral - change is either for the better or the worse. What
possible justification can there be for change in the church of Jesus? The only
legitimate change is one which would take the church nearer to the N.T. pattern.
Brother Bei\jamin Franklin (Over a hundred years ago) describes how there were
brethren, even then, poised to bring down what Alexander Campbell had built up and
who were "determined to renounce, insidiously repudiate, and covertly sink all we
have done and are now doing." (Life Of B. Franklin p.358). The disruptive elements
mentioned by Franklin were very successful and today, in the USA, it would be
difficult to determine exactly how many different 'brands' of 'Church Of Christ' there
are, but they are 'legion'. And so there certainly have been vast changes in that country
since the Pioneers. In Britain we had only one 'brand' until around 1925 when bro.
Crosthwaite and others began to protest against digressive teaching which was

making its appearance amongst the churches, and was emanating from Overdale
College. Thereafter we had two 'brands' (whichincluded the 'Old Paths' movement,
formed to oppose modernism and 'an educated ministry'). Today, I do not know
exactly how many 'brands' of 'Church Of Christ' we have, in the U.K., but some
brethren seem to think that it might be four or five. It seems on that basis that, fifty
years hence, we shall begin to catch up with our American brethren, and will have a
great number of varieties. Surely U.K. brethren must be astounded at the changes
witnessed in the last fifty years or so? But what of the 'church of thefuture' - what will
it be like? What will it be like in Britain, when all the 'chickens come home to roost'.?
If the church is not supposed to change, we have certainly seen some very important
changes, in a very short space of time. We are not surprised at constant changes in the
denominational bodies but do we expect them in the church of our Lord and Saviour?
The Church, like the Bible, is Changeless
Once N. T. congregations are established in a locality there should be no need for
change. Indeed the inspu-ed writers on the N.T. were continually exhorting that the
church should remain stable and steadfast, and should resist all attempts to change
it, or divert it from the God-ordained course. Not only should the members remain
steadfast as individuals, but should remain united as a Church Did not Jesus,
Himself, pray that His church might "be one" (as close as He was to the Father, and
vice versa) and that there be no divisions among them. Those who respect that prayer
will actively promote unity, and will refuse to take any form of action which might set
at nought a brother, and cause division with the body of Christ. Even in N.T. times,
church members were susceptible to 'personality cults' and would rally round the
strong, or popular personality. Today I suppose some preachers still have their 'fan'
clubs. Paul condemned any such trend and (1 Cor. 1) asks, "Is Christ divided? was
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Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptised in the name of Paul? The great apostacy,
from which Luther managed to extricate himself hundreds of years later, had its
beginnings in these veiy early days of the church. As Paul warned the elders at
Ephesus, "after my departure shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing
the flock. Also, of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw
away disciples after them." (Acts 20:29). Christians must "all speak the same thing"
and be "perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgement". The
Kingdom of God is brought into being by "the incorruptible seed" of the kingdom (the
word of God). The word of God cannot be changed and neither can the church. The
church is as permanent a fixture, as is the word of God, and one may as well talk of
making 'changes' in the one as the other. If the church changes it is certainly not God's
doing. God placed the blueprint in our hands, two thousand years ago, and has
remained silent, since. Yet, if Jesus were to return to the world today, He would be
hard-pressed to find His church. Quite apart from the changes in the American
churches, subsequent to the times of Alexander Campbell, we have the experiences of
British Churches of Christ to ponder. In his marvellous history of British Churches of
Christ "Let Sects And Parties Fall" the author, brother David M. Thompson describes
the rise and fall of the churches. The first "Annual Conference" of the churches was

held in Ij347, chaired by A. Campbell (during his one and only visit to Britain), and at
that time there were about 80 congregations. By 1918 there were 208 prospering
congregations (16,500 members). Two years later came Overdale College, and four
years after that (in 1924) the first Conference of the 'Old Path' churches was held
when several congregations broke away from the original (Co-operation) Churches of
Christ. However the Co-operation churches continued their gradual slide into
denominationalism e.g. by entering the 'Ecumenical Movement'; affiliation to the
World Council of Churches, the Free Church Federal Council and the British Council
Of Churches. Of the 208 congregations in 1918, there were only 75 left in 1978. By this
time many of these congregations were very denominationally minded and, in 1980,
became part of the "United Reformed Church" - but some have remainedand describe
themselves as 'The Fellowship of Churches Of Christ". Thus, in the relatively short
period of 60 years, (1920 to 1980) we have witnessed the demise of 208 prospering
congregations, and the rise of a clergy, adopting the title 'Reverend.' Whether this was
due to the College, and 'liberal' teaching in the churches, is academic, but the result is
there for all to see, and vindicates the warnings of men like Walter Crosthwaite,
Walter Barker, and others, who saw not only the trend, but foresaw the outcome, and
formed the 'Old Path' movement. Will we leam anything from history? "Let Sects And
Parties Fall" is compelling reading, and I recommend it to all.
Is The 'Restoration' Spirit Dead?

The church is unique. Jesus not only built the church, but He is also the
impregnable rock upon which it stands. Jesus loved the church and gave himself for it.
The Lord adds to the church, such as are being saved, but there is no allowance for
any one who wants to modify the church. There is no substitute for the church and it
has no rival institutions. Any 'rival institutions' are man-made and have no sanction
from scripture. All plants which the Heavenly Father hath not planted will be rooted
up. There is only "One body" just as there is but one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one
baptism and one Father of all. Although God ushered the church into the world abnost
2,000 years ago it was designed to be timeless completely efficacious and the answer
to mans' every need. It was not something cobbled together by some committee of
men, but was shaped and conceived in the very vaults of heaven. Its position of
complete pre-eminance may be challenged but will never be shared by any other
system. It is completely universal in the sense that it is open equally to men of all
nations; to all colours of skin; to men and women of all walks of life and to all degrees
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of intellect. Within its bounds all members are completely equal, and unlike
communism, no man is 'more equal' than another. Heaven does not conceive of

anything better and has no plans for having it replaced. There will always be those, of
course, who, having entered the church, find it to small for men of their intellect, or
find it lacking in grandeur, and so they leave. Men are at liberty to leave it but no-one
is authorised to 'improve' it In eveiy century; in every country or clime; the church

should universally be the same. It should be the same in the MiddleAges as it is now,
and the same in Afiica as in China. History reveals, however, that like the kings of
Israel, the church has had fluctuating fortunes. It seems, that periods of apostacy are
brought to a halt by reformations and restorations, only to be followed by apostacy
again. The devilhas, of course, a vested interest in the matter, and is continually using
church members to bring about its downfall. We don't know too much about the

Middle Ages, but even in our own little centuiy we have all seen great changes. Most
of these changes have splintered the brotherhood, and divided the church, but were
originally made with the best of intentions. In the last hundred years, or less, such
issues as instrumental music; 'one-man ministry'; colleges; missionary societies;
Orphan Homes; 'neither invite -nordebar'; individual cups; head covering; imleavened
bread; bread breaking are all controversies which have wreaked great havock upon
the Lord's body and look very unlikely ever to be resolved. To the Pioneers the
criterion was "is it scriptural". Today the criterion seems to be "does it work", or "will

it bring people in". The early pioneers of the Restoration Movementswept everything
out the door if it could not be justified by God's word. A few years later men were
sneaOcing these things back in again. It was claimed that 'expediency' demanded all
these things. Instrumental music was required because it was pleasant to listen to and
was said to be a great help to the worship. Results (it was claimed) proved 'one-man
ministry* more effective. Hygiene was the justification for the introduction of

'individual cups' Orphan Homes, Colleges, Missionary Societies all had 'good reasons'
(indeed obvious reasons) why the church should take them all on board. (Similarly,
the sects and denominations could all come up with reasons, and expediencies, for
what they do, and the changes they make. After all, the denominational clergy are all
men highly trained, in Universities and Bible Colleges.)
The Next Fifty Years?

We should be careful about change, for changes not only affect us now but will
have an influence on generations still to come. For instance who in the British

churches, would have thought in 1920, when Overdale College came into being, that
within five years the views of the staff there would give grave cause for concern, and
bring about not only division in the church, but the birth of the 'Old Paths' movement

Again, who, in those churches in 1920 would have imagined, in their wildest dreiams,
that by the 1980's a large segment of the church would renounce the name 'church of
Christ' and would become members of 'The United Reformed Church". Those who

brought about this catastrophe doubtless were very nice men who did all, with the
best of motives and intentions. And so, perhaps we should ponder the question; what
will our churches, in fifty years, be like? Once we abandon the test, "Is it scriptural"
for the more popular one of "Does it work better" or "Will it bring quick results" we

shall be courting trouble and will have failed to learn fi-om history. If there's one thing
we learn from history, it is that we never leam. Man will never outgrow the church.
The next generation will still need the gospel and still need the church. God's word

does not change; man's nature does not change; the gospel does not change; types of
sin do not change; the church must not change. Those who would lead the quest for
'quick results' should, as should we all, ponder the 'results' already achieved. What
have been the results of these things mentioned earlier, (like Overdale College,
Instrumental music. Missionary Societies, individual containers etc. etc.) introduced
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with the very best of intentions. There may be those who think that the church would
make more progress if it more resembled the denominations around it. Such should
remember that those who have joined The United Reformed Church', have proved
that there is a much quicker way to disaster - that is, join the denominations.
We should change, and try to preach more. We should change, and try to pray
more. We should change, and try to give more. We should change, and try to do more.
Yes, we should change as individuals. But once we have a church in true conformity
with the word of God, we should resist all eforts to 'improve' it. Shall we learn from
history? What will our churches be like in fifty years?
EDITOR

A CHAT WITH AN OLD-PATHER
Tom Nisbet died, aged 89, on May 11, 1985 at Dunbar, Scotland. He was my
brother \n the Lord. He was also a very close friend I loved him dearly. I miss him
greatly.
Thefollowing interview was condiicted in his home at 61 Meetinghouse Drive,
T^anent, Scotland, on February 11, 1983. The object for publishing it is simple: to
reveal the life atid thinking of a man who had lived through an important period in
the history of the British churches of Christ
I pay tribute to Tom. He continuously helped, encouraged and guided vfve in all
my church work. His voice is now silent, but his influence remains strong. I look
forward to meeting him again in that "land that is fairer than day".

(Ian S. Davidson).
IAN: Now Tom, let's go right back to the beginning. Where and when were you bom?
TOM: I was born on the 25th day of April, 1896, in the little village called Meadowmill,
near Tranent, in East Lothian.
IAN: What about your parents?
TOM: Well, my father would only be eighteen when he married and my mother
twenty. Father was a coal miner and worked in the pits all his working days.
IAN: What family did they have altogether?
TOM: There were six, three boys and three girls. I was the eldest.
IAN: Would you say that you grew up in a poor family?
TOM: Aye, I would thiiUc that my parents were very poor in the early days of their
married life.

IAN: Where did you grow up?
TOM: Mostly Tranent; although for a period we were in the Borders. We lived at a
place called Acre Knowe just outside Hawick near Stobs station, the place that
ultimately became a territorial camp.

IAN: Did you go to school in Tranent?
TOM: I had schooling at a place called Cogsmill, about two or three miles from Acre
Knowe. Then I had some of my schooling in Spittal. However, most of my
IAN:
TOM:
IAN:
TOM:

schooling was in Tranent.
What sort of pupil were you?
A kind of dilatory one, I would think. Not very bright, no, not very bright.

What age were you when you left?
I left school at 14 years of age and went to work with my father down the pit at
the coalface - the Fleets pit, outside Tranent.
IAN: How did you like that?
TOM: I liked it because I wanted to be a miner. In fact, all my chums wanted to be
miners. The only thing that troubled me at the coalface was that I was bent all
the time. I was always glad to get out of what they called the 'roadhead', to get
my back straightened up.
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IAN: Do you remember what your first wage was?

TOM: Well, I don't know that; but later on I got half-a-crown a day.However, I wasn't
long in that job before the headmaster of the school sent for ray father and me
to come down to see him. I had grave misgivings about this proposed meeting
with the headmaster because I felt that he was wanting to take me out of the
pit, and I liked the job I was on. On the way down I said to my father: "Now, if it
is a clerk's job he is going to give me, I am not taking it." Lo and behold, when
we got down, it was a clerk's job and, of course, in those days you daren't say
"no" to the headmaster. So I had to go and work in the colliery office.
IAN: You were never back down the pit, were you?

TOM: Never back down the pit. I did clerking work from then on until the day I
retired. I was a wages' clerk for quite a number of years, on the pay books, and
it was during the 1926 General Strike when I was suspended from the colliery
office —, as everybody in Tranent knew, for political reasons. I was
unemployed for almost six months.

IAN: Did you get unemployraent benefit?

TOM: The Unemployment BenefitI got was 27/6d per week.From that, the first thing
to be taken was 12/6d per week for the rent of the house to make sure that we

•had a roof over our heads. Knowing it was because of political reasons I was
suspended at that time, I went in and joined the miners' Strike Committee. I

was put in charge of propaganda to go round the coalfields to keep the miners
solid with each other in unity. That's what I did during the whole of the strike,
until about two weeks before it finished, when I got a job with a building
contractor. I was with that building contractor until I retired in 1961.

IAN: Speaking of politics, you had taken an interest in politics prior to that, in your
formative years, — I think in the Independent Labour Party. Is that right?
TOM: That's right. It was the Independent Labour Party that I was interested in. I
don't know... When we are young we get queer ideas. I thought, haying heard
about Socialism, and having read about Socialism, and knowing some of the
leaders in the area where I lived, that Socialism was the nearest thing to
Christianity that I had discovered. Hence, I took an interest in it.

IAN: They taught you to speak in public, didn't they?
TOM: Yes,it was there that I learned to speak in public. Being in the I.L.P., I attended
the winter Labour college educational meetings and was taught public
speaking, and chairmanship, by Barbara Woodburn, an Edinburgh lady, and
wife of, I think, Arthur Woodburn who was at one time the Secretary of State
for Scotland. I also studied 'evolution', and the doctrine of Karl Marx, I don't
thmk that did me any harm. I think it was good for me because I then knew
these doctrines and could talk about them in later life.

IAN: What do you think of the Labour Party today?

TOM: The Socialism that I learned in my early days is nothing like what the Labour
Party teaches and preaches today. Nothing like it.
IAN:

How did you come in contact with the Church of Christ?

TOM: Of course, my father being a miner had to be drunk every Saturday night. He
always had to have his drink, and as a boy I used to be sent down to the
licensed grocer for this bottle of beer for him that he must get when he came
home from the pit Threepence we paid for it, if I remember, and then he had
the drink every Saturday night. It was after we flitted to Tranent fi-om

Meadowmill, about 1906, that there was a great religious revival going on in
Tranent with the Salvation Army, a group called the "Tramp Preachers" and the

Church of Christ. My father, curiously enough, got hold of, first of all, the
teaching of the "Tramp Preachers". Later, my mother became ftiendly with bro.
Jimmy Hoggan's wife. We happened to be living in a place called Park Road,
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opposite each other, and she had told herhusband. She said; "Jimmy, tryand
get intouch with Johnny Nisbet, that's Bessie's man." Well, hegot intouch with
my father and they used to sit on their hunkers at the end of the miners* row
discussing the Bible. I canremember it because I always happened to be with
my father when these things were taking place. Jimmy Hoggan made a great
impression upon him. Then he started going to their gospel meetings. He gave
up allidea of the"Tramp Preachers" bythattime and decided to be baptised.
Sothat wasmyfather's conversion, and it waslikecoming out of hell rightinto
heaven. I often say that people who have never lived in a home where strong

drink prevails, they just don't know whatit means when a person becomes a
Christian, the difference it makes in a house. The change was dramatic and it
was good for us.

(To be. continued)

GLEANINGS
"Let her glean even among the sheaves." Ruth 2:15
THE NATURE OF FAITH

"Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the proving of things not seen."
Hebrews 11:1

"These words constitute a declaration of the nature of faith. Faith is really the subject

of the whole letter;for its purposeunquestionably was to stablish and strengthen the

early Hebrew Christians, who felt thatthey hadlostso much as they hadturned from
the splendid ritual andceremony ofthe Hebrew faith to the simpler things that are in
Christ Jesus. This letter was written to save them from that form of lack of faith which

becomes apostacy. The history of thisworld's progress isthatofthe triumph of faith.
Faith is a paradox, something contrary to reason, andyet true. In my boyhood I have
loved horses. I still love them. The law of the road is a paradox, and I was taught in
rhyme:

"The law of the road is a paradox quite,

And that you may teU by my song.

If you go to the left, you are sure to go right;
And if you go right, you go wrong!"

Thatis a perfect paradox; apparentiy wrong, contrary to reason, andyettrue. Sofaith
is always a paradox. Faith sings in prison, and not when it gets out of prison. Oh, it
may sing when it gets out, but it antedates its escape bysinging in prison, as witness
Paul and Silas. Faith fights in chains. Paul said, "Remember mybonds." Faith works
andaccomplishes things without any of the toolsupon which men seemso largely to
depend."
Campbell Morgan
GOOD ADVICE

"Abraham Lincohi was once asked the secret of his extraordinary power of putting

things, and he answered: "I remember, when a child, I used to get irritated when
anybody talked to me in a way that I could not understand. I don'tthink I ever got
angiy at anything elsein my life. Butthat always disturbed my temper, andhas ever
since.I can remember going to mylittlebedroom, after hearing the neighbours talk of
an evening with my father, and spending no small part of the night walking up and
down, andtrying to make outwhatwasthe meaning oftheir, to me, darksayings. Soit
became a passion with me to put all I have to say into language that cannot be
misunderstood."
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LOVE

"He Who is love sets most store by love. Love that delights in Him; love that
communes with Him; love that is everseeking to bring Him its best and richest; love
that finds its heaven inHis pleasure, its hell inHis grief, itsallinHis service; love that

blesses Him with rendering joy for His great love; that rests triumphantly in His
presence, andwanders restlessly ifHe begone —this is to Him earth's richest gift."
Mark Guy Pearse
THE KEY TO SUCCESS

"Obedience is the key to success in the Christian life; disobedience to disaster.

Obedience recognizes the v^isdom and love of God, and acknowledges that His wii;
and ways are always best. Obedience pre-supposes the knowledge ofthe will ofGod,
and this comes, not through any neat little formula learned at a seminar, but through
much prayer and searching of the Word of God.This demands time — more time than

some ofusare willing toexpend on it".

H. G Mackay

THEN SHALL THE RIGHTEOUSNESS SHINE FORTH AS THE SUN Matt. 13:43
" "You don'tget much sunshine in here, do you?" commented a lady as she entered an

elevator at the back of a department store. "Only what you folks bring in, ma'am,"
answered theoperator; "some people carry enough sunshine with them to light others

up a bit". 1thought, "How few cairy enough extra sunshine with them to brighten
someone else's life!" May theLord help us to be"sunshine saints" until thatday when
the righteous shine forthin undimmed splendor."

C.G.

WE QUOTE - HORATIUS BONAR

"Oh, love of God, how strong andtrue. Eternal, and yet ever new; Uncomprehended
and unbought. Beyond all knowledge and all thought.

Oh, heavenly love, how precious still. In days of weariness and ill.
In nights of pain and helplessness, To hear, to comfort, and to bless!"
SELECTED BY LEONARD MORGAN

Conducted by

'TION box

Alf Marsden

We read in Heb. 1:1-2. "God, who at sundry times and in divers manners

spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days
spoken unto us by His Son". Could you please explain what is meant by the
phrase 'in divers manners'?"

Reading from the New International Version the phrase 'in divers manners' is

rendered 'in various ways', and this, 1think, gives a clearer meaning. Relative to the
complete statement from Heb.1.,there are one or two facts inherent in that statement
which we must accept.

In the first place, if God used prophets as the medium for His revelation, then

what emanated from the lips ofthe prophets must have been designated asprophecy,
that is a truism that hardly needs .stating. Secondly, if God spoke through the
prophets, then the prophecies must inevitably have been what God wanted said,
tjicrefore, the prophet through whom God spoke could not err even though he, the
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prophet, may not have realised the import of that which he prophecied (See 2 Peter
1:20-21.Also 1 Peter 1:10-12). Thirdly, if the above is true, then many of the prophecies
relating-to God's dealings with His people must have been fulfilled, and the remainder
must have culminated with the advent of the Messiah. He, the Christ of God, would
then continue the revelation of God to the world. This, in brief detail, seems to be
what the Writer of the Hebrew letter is saying to us.
There are those who argue that prophecies may only be interpreted in one way.
The argument goes something like this; if any prophecy is said to be literal, then aU
prophecies must be literally interpreted. If any prophecy is said to be figurative, then
all must be figuratively interpreted. But in his book 'Prophecy and Premillenialism',
J.D. Bales says, "Is this not an arbitrary and unfair approach which will cut one off
from the truth, not only in the Bible, but in every other book?" Indeed, we can
understand that this statement must be true, but in addition to this the Writer of the

Hebrew letter says quite catagorically that God spoke through the prophets 'in
various ways', so to all intents and purposes the matter should be settled; there are
more ways than one. We now need to enquire as to what those ways are.
Before we do this, it is as well to note that the phrase 'last days' does not refer to
the end of time but to the Christian or Gospel dispensation which, of course, is still
with us. God no longer speaks to iis through the prophets, but by His Son.
Literal Predictions

I think it is helpful to say what we mean by 'literal'; the Oxford Dictionary says,
'taking words in their usual or primary sense without mysticism, allegory, or
metaphor': thus, literal Israel means the nation of Israel, as literal Jerusalem means
the city of that name. What we can say, then, is that literal predictions ought to be
interpreted as descriptions of coming events.
Take, for instance, the words of Deuteronomy chapter 28. It is quite evident that
in the opening verses of that chapter God is indicating to His chosen people the
blessings which would accrue to them if they obeyed Him. Conversely, in verse 15 we
read, "However, if you do not obey the Lord your God and do not carefully follow all
his commands and decrees I am giving you today, all these curses will come upon you
and overtake you"; there then follows a catalogue of the curses. These curses indicate
literal catastrophes and should be inteipreted literally.
Similarly, we read in Isaiah chapter 13 a prophecy against Babylon which should
be interpreted literally. In verse 17 we read, "See, I will stir up against them the Medes,
who do not care for silver and have no delight in gold". Isaiah then goes on, "Babylon,
the jewel of kingdoms, the glory of the Babylonian pride, will be overthrown by God
like Sodom and Gomorrah" (vl9).
These, and others, are literal predictions as to what should happen, and did
happen, to these two great nations. It is the duty of the interpreter and expositor to
decide when a literal interpretation should be given.
Figurative Language

It is also true that some prophecies use figurative or symbolic language. Take for
instance, the heart. When the Word says that someone's heart was 'hardened' it does

not mean that the heart of a person literally takes on the quality of a stone; naturally
and normally the heart is always the fieshy organ it was and is. Hardness of the heart
is Afigurative expression. How could we literally interpret the words of Joel, "rend

your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the Lord your God" (Joel 2:13).
Furthermore, how would we deal with 'self-sacrifice' if we were to give 'sacrifice'
its literal meaning as applied to the Levitical priesthood? We are aware, as regards
this, that we are speaking metaphorically of the body of a believer, presented to God
as a living sacrifice. (See Rom. 12:1). We understand that when we speak of the death,
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burial, and resurrection of the believer, we are using figurative language which means
being dead to sin, immersed in water, and rising to walk in the new life.

Isaiah chapter 40 is a good example of prophecy in figurative or symbolic
language, (w 3-5). It must be quite obvious to the discerning reader that John the
Babtist did not go about making motorways and highways in the desert; no, he was
preparing mens' hearts and minds for the coming of Jesus. We could go on citing such
examples, but suffice it to say that prophecy was given using figurative or symbolic
language as well as literal.
Type and Antitype

This is another of the 'various ways* in which the prophets revealed God's will.
Type' in the Bible prefigures an event or person of a much later time which is referred
to as the 'antitype'. In the O.r. the type is referred to as the 'shadow' of the reality
which is to come. In col. 2:16-17, we read, "Therefore do not let anyone judge you by
what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or
a Sabbath day. These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality,
however, is found in Christ". (NJ.V.). Concerning the work of Christ we read, 'For
Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; he
entered into heaven itself, now to appear for us in God's presence" (Heb. 9:24. NJ.V.).

Perhaps the most crucial of these examples is that of King David being the O.T.
type and the Messiah, Jesus Christ, the N.T. antitype. It is crucial because it illustrates
the principle underlying the interpretation of the literal and non-literal. The prophecy
of Ezekiel (37:24-27; and 34:24-26) is taken by some to mean that literal Israel will
occupy again as a united nation the literal Promised Land, and that literal King David
will again sit on a literal throne on earth presiding over the nation. This is standard

pre-millenial teaching. However, if we examine carefully what Peter said on the Day
of Pentecost a different picture emerges (See Acts 2:25-36). If we paraphrase what
Peter said it goes something like this.
Let me talk to you about the patriarch David. He died, was buried, and his tomb is
with us to this day; David did not ascend to heaven. But David was a prophet and he
said Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will live in
hope, because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One
see corruption'. He spoke prophetically about the resurrection of Christ; God has
raised Him up and we are all witnesses of thatfact. David did not ascend into heaven

but he said, 'The Lord (God) said to my Lord (Christ) sit at my right hand until I make
your enemies a footstool for your feet'. Now I want all you Israelites to know that God

has made the Jesus whom you crucified both Lord and Christ. King David once
reigned, he died, he was buried, and he is in his tomb to this day. Jesus was crucified,
buried, and resurrected; He now sits on the throne in Heaven from whence He reigns
over His Kingdom, the church. David was the type; Jesus was the antitype.
Conclusion

Yes, God did speak many times and in various ways through the prophets.
Sometimes He spoke literally; at other times figuratively; and yet again by type and
antitype. It devolves on each one of us not to make just a cursory examination of
God's Word, but to look at it in such detail that we shall be able to differentiate
between the 'various ways' in which God reveals His Will?.

(AH questions, please, to AlfMarsden, 377 BiUinge Road, Hayfield, Wigan, Lanes.)
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CONGREGATIONAL
RESPONSIBILITIES TO ELDERS
A congregation which has good, qualified elders is a richly blessed congregation. With
this blessing, however, go responsibilities which the congregation sustains towards its
elders. What are those responsibilities?
1.
Financial assistance. If elders are devoting full time to the work of
overseeing, they should be financially supported by the congregation. The scriptures
say concerning elders:
Thou Shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the com. And, The labourer is

worthy of his reward". (1 Tim. 5:18).
These expressions are used in the scriptures to teach one's right to receive
support.

2.
Respect and appreciation. "And we beseech you, brethren, to know them
which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you; and to
esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake." (1 Thess. 5:12, 13).
A sincere expression of appreciation from some member of the congregation can
wonderfully lift elders' spirits as they grope with the problems and responsibilities
associated with their work.

3.

Co-operation of the congregation in any scriptural programme of work.

Christians are "to be ready to every good work" (Titus 3:1). Elders, therefore, in

planning a reasonable work, should never be forced to hesitate for fear that the
members might not respond. Good elders will arrange for Bible classes, missions,
training programmes, evangelistic efforts support of faithful preachers, necessary
discipline, and relief of needy saints, etc., and the members should join wholehearted
ly in the work, assuring the elders of their co-operation.
4.
Defense in the face of uigust criticism. Elders who do their work well are in
position to make enemies. Some people cannot accept rebuke, and when they are

rebuked, they respond with bitterness toward those who rebuke them. Elders, having
the responsibility of rebuking sinners, are therefore vulnerable to false accusations
from those who, upset over an elders's rebuke seek revenge. Timothy was instructed
by Paul,

"Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses."
(1 Tim. 5:19)
5.
Prayers in their behalf. "And when they had ordained them elders in every
church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom
they believed." (Acts 14:23).
The responsibilities of elders are great. They certainly need and deserve the
prayers of the church.

While elders have a right to expect the above things from the congregation, they
do not have the right to expect the congregation to uphold them in their sins.
Concerning elders Paul wrote,

"Them that sin rebuke before aU, that others also may fear." (1 Tim. 5:20).
Nor do elders have the right to expect the congregation to follow them into error.
Paul warned the Ephesian elders,

"Also of your oum selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw

away disciples qfter them." (Acts 20:30).
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Elders are not infallible, They, too, can sin and fall into error, and the
congregation mustbe prepared to recognise sin anderror when theyappear, that they
might not be influenced by their wayward elders.

When a congregation knows its responsibilities toward its elders, and seeks to
lulfill them, elders can do theirwork "with joy,andnotwith grief (Heb. 13:17). Good
sound elders — co-operating members — a strong church!
BILL HALL

"Emulations" - zelos - jealousy or e.'i\y.

SCRIPTURE

READINGS
2—Micah
9—^Hosea
16—Psalm
23—Psalm
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6
Gal. 5:7-26
8
Gal. 6
45
Hebrews 1:2-4
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This is the wrong desire to have what
someone else has.

"Wrath" - thumos - hot anger, passion.
It speaks of uncontrolled temper.

"Strife" - eritheia - self-seeking. The
word describes the man who wants

office, not from any motives of service,
but for what he can get out of it.

Hebrews 2:5-18

"Seditions - dichostasia - dissensions,
divisions.
The word literally means "a
FLESH AND SPIRIT
standing apart", that is, a state in which
The word flesh is used in various ways in all community, all fellowship, and all
the N.T. Scriptures. Here it refers to togetherness are gone.
"corrupt human nature, the dominate
"Heresies" - hairesis - party spirit,
element in unregenerate man", as W. E. party intrigues, factions, party quarrels.
Vine put it.
Some people are only interested in mak
In this passage, Paul contrasts "the ing pieces of the Church, not peace in the
works of the flesh" (5:19) with "the fruit Church.
of the Spirit" (5:22). An analysis of each
"Envyings" - phtkonos - feeling of
word could prove profitable.
displeasure produced by witnessing or
"Adultery" - moichos - denotes unlaw hearing of the advantage or prosperity of
ful sexual intercourse with the spouse of others. It is the quality of the embittered
another.

"Fornication" - pomeia - illicit sexual
intercourse.

mind.

"Murders" - phonos - signifies the

"Uncleanness" - akatharsia - moral
impurity.

destruction of human life.
"Drunkenness" - methe - intoxication.
We should note that the word "toxic"

"Lasciviousness" - aselgeia - excess,
absence or restraint, indecency, wanton

relates to poison.
"Revellings" - komos - unrestrained

ness. The idea is that of a man who is so

revelry, enjoyment that has degenerated

far gone in desire that he has ceased to
care what people say or think.

into licence.

"Idolatiy" - eidololatreia - the worship
of false gods. An idol is anything that gets

all these.

Now consider the complete contrast to

"Love" - agape - the greatest of all, for

between you and God.
God is love (1 Corinthians 13:13; 1 John
"Witchcraft" - pharmakeia - the use of 4:8). William Barclay put it this way:

drugs. Drug-taking is no new thing.
"Hatred" - echthra - enmity. Echthros
is the normal Greek word for an enemy.
This characteristic is the precise oppo
site of the Christian virtue of love for the
brethren and for all men.

"Love means unconquerable benevo
lence. It means that no matter what a

man may do to us by way of insult or
ii\jury or humiliation we will never seek

anything else but his highest good."
"Joy" - chara - a joy whose foundation

"Variance" - eris - strife, quarrelling, is God. The book of the New Testament
rivalry, contention, wrangling.

is a book of joy. Even at the time of
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Jesus's birtii, the angel of the Lord said to
the shepherds: "Fear not: for, behold, I
bring you good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people" (Luke 2:10).
"Peace" - eirene - "the peace which
passes all understanding" (Philippians
4:7). This is a positive word. It is much
more than the absence of trouble. Peace

is everything which makes for a man's
highest good. The Hebrew word is
Shalom.

"Longsuffering" - makrothumia - a

THE LETTER TO THE HEBREWS

WRITER - unknown. Paul, Barnabas,

Apollos, Aquila and Priscilla are just
some of the names commentators have

suggested. Origen once said: "Who wrote
the letter to the Hebrews only God
knows for certain". Alexander Campbell
was

more

definite

when

he

wrote:

"Although not having directly the author
ity of Paul's name, it proves itself to be
his work".

word that derives from two Greek words

TO WHOM WRITTEN? - Jewish Christ

makros, long and thumos, temper. It
describes someone who is long-tempered
as opposed to someone who is shorttempere(J. Chrysostom said that "it is the
grace of the man who could revenge

ians. It was penned to those who were
thoroughly familiar with the law given to
Israel and with the history of those who

himself and does not, the man who is
slow to wrath". The word is commonly

residents of Jerusalem. Certainly, those

used of God's attitude towards men.

Jesus.

"Gentleness" - chrestotes - goodness
which is kind. Indeed, the word is also
translated "kindness" in the Authorised

Version. R.C. Trench says that "it is a
beautiful word for the expression of a
beautiful grace".

lived under the law. These Hebrews

might well have been Palestinians and
addressed accepted the Lordship of

DATE - uncertain, but probably some
years prior to A.D. 70, when the Romans
destroyed Jerusalem and her temple.

WHY WRITTEN? 'These converts were

"Goodness" - agatkosune - the gener

ous goodness. This is the widest word for

goodness. It speaks of the generosity
which springs from the heart that is kind.
"Faith" - pistis - the characteristic of
the man who is reliable. It was commonly
used in secular Greek for "trustworthi
ness". It describes the man in whom

there is the unswerving and inflexible
fidelity of Jesus Christ.

"Meelmess" - prautes - strength under
control. The word describes the man who

gives to God perfect trust, pefect obedi
ence, and perfect submission. Meekness
does not mean weakness. An interesting
statement I once read in association with

this Greek word is: "always angry at the
right time and never angry at the wrong
time".

"Temperance" - egkrateia - selfcontrol, self-masteiy. One writer has
described it as "the victory over desire".
It is the spirit which has mastered its
desires and its love of pleasure.

in constant danger of relapsing into
Judaism, or at least of attaching too
much importance to ceremonial observ
ances. The chief doctrinal purpose of the
writer was to show the transcendent

glory of the Christian dispensation, as
compared with that of the Old Testa
ment" - Frank Charles Thompson.

KEY WORD - "better", which occurs
thirteen times in the letter. As each

chapter unfolds, we have revealed that
Jesus is better than angels; the message
of Christ is better than that conveyed by

angels under the first covenant; Christ is
better than Moses; Christians have a
better rest than that provided by Joshua
in Canaan; Christ has a better priesthood
than that under the law; Christians have
better promises than those given to
Israel; Christ is better than Aaron; Christ
ians have a better covenant; they have a
better sacrifice; a better hope; a better

system of faith; a better kingdom; and a
better altar.
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THE SUPERIORITY OF JESUS

The Jews had a great reverence for the
prophets and a great pre-occupation with
angels.

The

Hebrew

writer

reveals

Jesus's superiority over them. It is de
monstrated in seven declarations as to

His power.

1) The Son has been appointed heir of
all things.
2) The Son is the one by whom the
worlds were made.

3) The Son is the brightness of God's
glory.

4) The Son was the express image of

TRe Jewish ^stem had its high priest;
the Christian system has its high priest Jesus. "Therefore, in all things He had to
be made like His brethren, that He might
be a merciful and faithful high priest in
things pertaining to God, to make prop
itiation for the sins of the people" (2:17).
It was the high priest alone who was
permitted to enter the Holy of Holies to
make atonement for the people. This
took place once per year upon the tenth

day of the seventh month (Yom Kippur).
"But, Christ came as high priest of the
good things to come, with the greater and
more perfect tabernacle not made with

God.

5) The Son upholds all things by the
word of His power.

6) The Son purged our sins by Himself.
7) The Son sat down at the right hand
of the Mgjesty on high.
MAN

hands, that is not of His creation. Not

with the blood of goats and calves, but
with His own blood he entered the Most

Holy Place once for all, having obtained
eternal redemption..." (Hebrews9:11-12).
Remember,Jesus was a high priest, not
after the order of Aaron, but after the

Recently, I was an invited speaker to a
"Scottish Evening". I took the opportun
ity to inform the large gathering that I

order of Melchizedek (Hebrews 7:17).

was a creationist, not an evolutionist. I
accept the Biblical account that "God

NEWS FROM
THE CHURCHES

created man in his own image; in the
image of God he created him; male and

IAN S. DAVIDSON, Motherwell

female He created them" (Genesis 1:27).
Man indeed was invested with glory and

Kentish Town 114th anniversary of Hope
Chapel - built and occupied with hope,

honour not accorded to any other crea
ture. The Hebrew writer quotes Psalm 8

tinuining in hope of increase. We were

to emphasize the fact.

But sin marred the beauty and symmet
ry of man's character. As G.K. Chesterton

once said: "Whatever else man is, he is
not what he was meant to be". Thanks be

to Jesus, who came to put us right by His
own righteousness!
THE PREESniOOD

on

the

priesthood.

The

Israelites under the Old Covenant

constituted a kingdom with priests.
Spiritual Israel under the New Covenant

constitute a kingdom of priests. Peter

wrote: "You also, as living stones, are
being built up as a spiritual house, a holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ"
(1 Peter 2:5).

joined by friends from Brighton, Bristol,
Reading, TtunbridgeWells and Wembley,
making 50 in happy fellowship, some old
and new friends united in a desire to give
thanks for the past and to gain en
couragement for the future. A brief view

of origin and beginnings and review of
present work and worship was followed

by addresses afternoon and evening by

The book of Hebrews is really a
treatise

continued in hope and hoping and con-

Bro. Geoffrey Daniell on 'communica

tions', and a glance at William Tyndale
appealing to the prison governor for
comfort and help for work in translation,
compared so fitly with Paul's appeal to
Timothy (2 Tim. 4:13). Two heroic ser
vants of Jesus with the samie triumphant
sequel - sad though we may think it.
Brother Leonard Daniell chaired the

afternoon meeting and brother Quails the
evening, referring to the distribution of
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invitations to correspondence courses. chaired by John Kneller, and the subject
Brother Leonard Daniell served us in was "Does God hear the imsaved or

morning exhortation and gospel proc

Christians only". The speakers were Bro.

lamation on the Lord's Day with special John McLuckie, from Tranent, and J.R.
reference to the wonder of God's consid

eration for man, the crown of His creat

ing works and the wonder of His redeem
ing love in Jesus.
Refireshments were provided and so
cial intercourse er\joyed with loving re
membrances and mutual encouragement.
R.B.Scott

Woodhall visits Likasi, Zaire: Evangel
ists

of the

Church

of Christ

firom

KIPUSHI, UKASI, KOLWEZI and DILOLO
areas

of

ZAIRE'S

SHABA

Province

Gardiner from Haddington. Bro. McLuck
ie dealt very comprehensively with the
subject; defining the terms and showing
that God 'hears' everything but does not

hear it always with 'approval'. Bro. Gar
diner considered the question basically
unanswerable and really none of our
business, (see John 21:22"What is that to

thee"). During the hour's discussion a
great many interesting points were
raised. Cornelius and Paul (when Saul)

were considered by a few as 'special
cases'. Also if God hears not the prayers

gathered for a preachers' meeting at the
of the 'unsaved' will he hear their praise mud church building of the Church of
Christ in Lakasi. There were about twen

ty five evangelists and church leaders

present - some of whom had travelled
firom as far away as the Angolan border.
The key speaker at the preachers meet

ing was Chester Woodhall on such sub
jects as "Who are we? Why are we on the
earth? What is our destiny?" "Salvation"
and "The Bible our only Guide". A
Zambian-Zairean dispute did close the
fi-ontier for a while but Chester got

through for the meeting. He stayed in a
mud hut at Lakasi, bathed in water from
the stream and ate local delicacies such

then why hand them a hynm book? A
happy time of fellowship were enjoyed
and thanks is due to the sisters for the

lovelytea. The next meeting, God willing,
will be in March at Haddington, when the

question will be "What is the basis for us
rejecting "Open Communion". Speakers
Leslie Purcell, and Hugh Davidson: Chair
man Ian Davidson, all from Motherwell.
H. Davidson

Mayfield, Easthouses: The church at
Easthouses is delighted to welcome
brother Michael and sister Margaret Ball,
back into fellowship. May they grow in

as boiled goat. In the areas where these grace, as we help one another to become
evangelists preach there are thirty sbc more like unto Jesus our Lord.
congregations whom they serve and one
M. Finlay
thousand eight hundred and thirty two
Christians. No English was used - only
French and Swahili. Literature in French
and Swahili was requested.

Angela Woodhall

OBITUARY
Kirkcaldy, Fife: On 4ti\ November, sis

Meeting Changes, Church of Christ,

ter Rena Seath was taken to be with her

Stretford: The gospel meeting is now

Lord, in her 70th year. Although she
suffered a long, uncomfortable ilhiess,

being held in the Manchester YM.CA.
Study, (please use the Mount Street
Entrance) at 6.30 p.m. each Lord's Day.
The Breakinng of the Bread is still at 60
Kenwood Road, Stretford at 12.45 p.m.

we are thankful that she was in no pain.

Rena faithfully served her Lord for over

50 years, mainly as a worker behind the
scenes, but valuable to the progress of

Slamannan District: On Saturday, 7th

the church. We will miss her but we look
forward to our reunion with her and all

December, the Quarterly Mutual Benefit
Meeting was held in the Meeting-house of

who have gone before. Please pray for
her family, in Christ, and out of Christ

the Tranent church. The Meeting was

Robt. Hughes. Sec.

AAshurst. Sec.
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CHANGE OF SECRETAKY
Newtown, Wigan: The Secretary is now:-

Mayfield, Easthouses: We are deeply
shocked by the sudden death of our

ANDREW MARSDEN,
120 Hodges Street,

sister Betty Kerr. She was a very faithful

WIGAN, WN6 7JE

attender at all our services. On the

Tel No. 0942 - 493316
M. Mannion

Wednesday evening she felt too unwell to

attend our evening Bible Study, and by
the early hours of Thursday morning she
had passed from this scene of time and
had gone to be with her Lord. Our

sympathy goes out to her husband,
brother George, and his family at this
time of bereavement.

M. Finlay. Sec.

Kirkcaldy, Fife:
Lynn Best has
attended the meetings here over a period
of several months, and, after personal
Bible Studies desired to obey her Lord.
She was immersed on 13th November,
1985, for the remission of sins. May God
bless her as she begins her walk in Jesus
and may her influence extend to her

family that they, too, may desire to seek

NEW ADDRESS
Brother R. B. Scott's new address is:5B Bickerton Road,
Archway,
LONDON N19 5JU
Tel. No. 01 281 1458

THANKS

SisterMargaret Clifford, of Waliacestone,
wishes to express her grateful thanks to

all the visits, cards and floral gifts which
have helped her through her present
illness. They are all deeply appreciated
and she solicits your continued prayers.
(Sent in, on behalf of sister Margaret, by

Jesus.

Robt. Hughes. Sec.

Jimmy Grant.)
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BALAAM'S "DOCTRINE"
Last Sunday morning Ihc O.T. reading (as per Bro. R.IJ. Scott's excellent
Scripture Reading Cards) was Micah Chap. 6. This Chapter records God's
'controversy' with His people Israel, in which God asks the .lews to speak up, and
to give expression to all their complaints against Him - to 'testify against Him' if
they can. (iod reminds them of how He liberated them from their bondage in Egypt
and nurtured them into the greatest of nations. During this 'argument', (Jod also
reminds them (v.5) of what "Balak, king of Moab, consulted, and what Balaam, the
son of Beor, answered him (from Shittim to Gilgal) that ye may know the
rightcousne.ss of the Lord". This was, of course, a reference to Ihe fact that
whereas Balak had employed Balaam to curse [srael God had disallowed it and made
him bless Israel. Each time Balaam opened his mouth to curse Israel, he pronounced
a blessing upon them. I don't know how many readers, last Sunday, took the
trouble to research this interesting incident, and remind themselves of the
circumstances, but for those who did not have the time to hunt up the facts and
extract the lesson, I offer, herewith, my humble attempt at it.
The complete account is to be found in the book of Numbers, Chaps. 22-24,

and well worth another read. The whole event, and sequel (chap. 25) is so capable of
furnishing a valuable lesson, that reminders of the matter arc recorded in Deut.

(23:5); Joshua (13:22); Judges (11:25); Neh. (13:2) and, as above, Micah (6). It is also
thought worthy of mention in the N.T. (in 2 Peter 2:15; Jude 11; and in Rev. 2:14).
John, alone, (in Rev. 2:14) refers to the 'doctrine ofBalaam'' &x\6 gives us the clue to
the great distaste the Holy Spirit has for Balaam and the reason for the reminders
of the danger of his doctrine. Yet on the surface, as we read the narrative, in
Numbers, we could be excused for failing to detect this doctrine.
King Balak Hires Balaam

It seems that when the vast multitudes of the Israelites were brought out from
slavery in Egypt, through the Red Sea, having no country of their own, they had been
wandering through the wilderness of Sinai and had lately come north. They had
reached the land of Edom and now lingered just east of the Dead Sea, in the country of

Moab. They had wreaked great havock in Edom, on the Amorites, and the sight of
their frightening numbers filled Balak, king of Moab, with great terror and alarm. He
agreed with his allies, the Midianites, that it would be impossible to overcome such
armies with force of arms, and the only other possibility of getting rid of them would

be to bring the wrath of the gods upon them. Accordingly he had sent for Balaam, a
highly regarded professional "soothsayer". Not too much is known by us, about
Balaam except that he was the son of Beor, and came from a town called Pethor, on
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the banks of the Euphrates, in Mesopotamia (a long distance from Moab). We might
be wondering why God sliould even be likely to listen to such a one as Balaam, but it
seems that God was prepared to use Balaam for the outworking of His own purposes.
At that time, it should be remembered, that God not unusually revealed His will in
visions and dreams, and Balaam's birth and residence in Mesopotamia where the
remains of the Patriarchal Age still lingered, account for his knowledge (and his
apparent familiarity) with the true God.
Oi Balaam's arrival, Balak explained the problem annd his hope that, with
suitable monetary rewards, Balaam would curse the Israelites and get rid of them.
Balaam, not averse to rewards, explained that he would like to help but would have to
abide by God's instructions. On the first consultation, God forbade Balaam to go and

accordingly Balaam excused himself to Balak. (no sign, so far of any doctrine from
Balaam). Balak however was a great believer in ignoring initial failure, and so sent
better princes (and more of them) with the promise of better rewards lo Balaam.
Balaam's studied reply was that Balaam could not go, even if he was offered Balak's
fine palace and contents, but that he would consult God again. Balaam's integrity
seem^ a little shaky now, perhaps, and this second mquiry seems lo suggest that the
first one was not quite to his liking. (When men clearly understand (lod's will but want
to understand ft 'some other way\ that seems a bad sign). On the second consultation,
•however, Balaam gets the reply he is hoping for and is told that when, and if, Balak's
servants come for him he can go with them. In his unseemly haste Balaam, it appears,
•eould not wait for Balak's servants, but rises early in the morning, saddles his ass and
departs. This angered God and so God sent an angel to bar his progress. The ass saw
the angel, with drawn sword, and sensibly went out of its way to avoid confrontation.
Balaam, unaware of the angel, flogged the ass. This occurred three times, on the final
of which, the ass having no room for manoeuvre, could only flop to the ground and
take another beating. The ass, in a man's voice, pleaded with Balaam and protested at
the beatings. It seems that before Balaam had time to appreciate the novelty of an a.ss
speaking to him, the angel presents himself and assures Balaam that if the ass had not
taken evasive action on those three occasions he (the angel) would have slain Balaam
with his sword, but would have saved the ass. Thus as Peter says, (2 Peter 2:15)
"Balaam was rebuked for his iniquity, the dumb ass speaking with a man's voice,
forbade the madness of the prophet". (There still seems no sign of 'Balaam's
doctrine').
In due course, after joining Balak, Balaam ascends the 'high' places of Baal,
sacrificing rams and bullocks on seven altars, but each time he stood up to curse
Israel he ended up praising andd blessing them. To Balak's obvious chagrine and

anger, Bal^m could but protest "Must I not take heed and speak only that which the
Lord hath put in my mouth". Balak was nothing if not persistent however, and took
Balaam up into other 'high' places, witli other sacrifices and other altars, but the result
was always the same. After three serious attempts we read that they gave up (24:25)
"And Balaam rose up, and returned to his place; and Balak also went his way." (This is
not quite the last of the narrative, however, for we read (Josh. 13:22) that the Israelites
later slew Balaam.) In all this there seems nothing that one could posibly describe as
doctrine from Balaam, and indeed, apart from his indecent haste to acquire gain, it
seems that he kept fairly correctly within the general brief given by God's angel.
What Balaam Taught Balak.

What then was the reason for the warnings and remembrances of this incident
made, later, in the O. and N.T. and which drew such comments from Moses, Joshua,
Nehemiah, Micah, Peter, Jude and John? When I said, a few moments ago that Balak
and Balaam gave up and went home I was not quite accurate, for it seems that
although they went home they did not give up. I believe we can derive the answer
from the Chapter immediately following Balaam's departure (i.e. Chap. 25). We are
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BETTER THAN SACRIFICE
I suppose we all have a mental picture of God, just as we probably all have, like
Dante, our own ideas of heaven and hell. God is Spirit and so we may have difficulty
in picturing the invisible, but then again man is made 'in the image of God' and God
is represented in the'bible as having hands, eyes, ears etc. and thus our concept of
God may be an angelic version of 'Mr Universe'. Perhaps we still retain the picture

of God we had as children. The most interesting art comes from little c^dren,
and if we ask them to draw a picture of God we can be sure of some fascinating
results. Many parents, and grandparents, keep and cherish these little drawings as if
they were Rembrandts. Is God some austere figure, white and ancient (like Father
Time), thin and wizened, with scythe and hourglass, covered in cobwebs, perched on
some lofty throne among the clouds and sunbeams, looking down on the world with
a cold and unrelenting eagle eye.? Or is he more jovial, a jolly rotund figure (rather
like Santa Claus) laughing away all our indiscretions and turning a blind eye to all
our little foibles, a bit short-sighted and hard of hearing but easy to get along with.?
Obviously everybody will havp their own personal and unique mental picture of God
and there are not two likely to be the same. We can only guess at the picture of God
others have by the way they treat God and by the way they deal with His word.
Clearly there are many who regard God as old-fashioned, out of touch with reality,
pretty ignorant of the 'real world', certainly short-sighted and hard of hearing, fairly
out-of-date in the realms of scientific progress and out of His depth when it comes'to
dealing with diseases like cancer (and very 'recent' diseases like AIDS). Indeed many
of us treat God as if he was the village idiot, and we treat God's word as if it needed
constant revision and as if God's ill-advised instructions required our timely interven
tion and alteration. This is not new and the Jews did it all the time. Nehemiah summed

it up when he said that the people <*rebeUed against thee (God) and cast thy law behind
their backs, and slew thy prophets which testified against them, and wrought great
provocations.'* (9:26). Surely those 'great provocations' are nothing to the careless
and casualwayin whichwe treat God today. Do we regard Him as a rather incompetent

fool: do we treat Him as if He suffered from senile dementia? before we deny such
a heinous charge, we should think long and hard about it.
God's ways Versus Man's

It seems almost impossible for us to accept that God's ways, and God's thoughts
are light-years away from, and superior to, man's ways and thoughts, Isaiah describes
the disparityas being equal to the distance between heaven and earth (light-years, as
I say). Man forgets that God is the potter and man is but the clay. When man dies.
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in his frailty, he returns to thatfrom which hewas originally made - a fistful ofdust.

When we marvel atmans' great strides in scientific progress (and flights tothe moon)
we also remember that the collective efforts of all the world's scientists could not

make a small blade ofgrass letalone the complex eye ofa fly. Mans' ways, and mans'
thoughts must take subservience to God's, and the human mentality which produced
theTower ofBabel must besmothered. There aretwo or three examples intheO.T.,
conunonly cited, to which we ought to give attention, as illustrative of God superim
posingHis way upon the presumptious will of man.
(1) The First Case is recorded in Lev. 10. When God called Moses into the mountain
He delivered unto him the Law, commanded him to build the Tabernacle and

to introduce theceremonial worship. TheLevite priests were required, inter alia,
to offer incense at certain times and in a specific manner. In the process of time
these priests seemed to become careless, casual or indifferent in their ministrations

for Nadab and Abihu (sons of Aaron, no less) "took either of them his censer,
and put fire therein, and put incense thereon , and offered strange fire beforethe
Lord, which He commanded them not. And there went out fire from the Lord,
and devoured them, and they died before the Lord." We don't know why they
did it but they changed the divine order in only a slight degree (fire from an
alternative source - it didn't seem important) and presumably they meant no
harm. These were Aaron's own sons but Aaron remained silent when he heard

the comments of Moses, i.e. "This is that which the Lord spake, saying, I will
be sanctified in them that come nigh to me". Woe to those who tinker with God's

arrangements. Thinkof all'the strangefire' that isofferedto the Lord, thesedays.
(2) The Second Caseinvolved King Saulhimself. Saul, through the prophet Samuel,
was instructed, clearly, to punish the enemies of Israel: the Amalekites. God
said, *1 remember what Amalek did to Israel, how he laid wait for him in the

way, when he came up from Egypt. Nowgo and smite Amalekand utterly destroy
all that they have, and spare them not, but slay both man and woman, infant and

suckling, oxand sheep,camel and ass". (1 Sam. 15).Saul, withan armyof 210,000
men, and God's support, wagedwar and inflicted a great victoryupon the Amale
kites. God, however, wasdispleased with Saul and said to Samuel, "It repenteth
me that I have set up Saul to be king; for he hath turned back from following me
and hath not performed my commandments". When Saul later met Samuel he

was ebullient in victory and proudlydeclared to Samuel that he had "performed

God's commandment". "If thisis so", said Samuel, "Why do I hear the bleating
of sheep and the lowing of oxen" (God had instructed that all the animals were
to be destroyed). Saul admitted that he had preserved alive Agag the Amalekite
king, and brought back the best of the animals for a great sacrifice to God.
Notwithstanding the noble motive for preserving alive the animals, this was re
garded by God as a serious lapse and Samuel never again conversed with Saul,
and Saul's days as king were numbered. This incident drew from Samuel the
divine maxim that God prefers obedience to sacrifice, and 'to hearken' than the
fat of rams. Truly Saul's thoughts and ways, differed from God's.
(3)

The Third Case refers to the return to Jerusalem of the Ark of the Covenant.

This ark, that God had commanded Moses to build was essentially portable, to
be transported (rather like a sedan chair) by staves, but to be carried only by
the LevitePriests. God had warned that if anyotherstouched the ark theywould
surelydie. At one point in the verychequered history of the ark, it wascaptured
by the Philistines (to their regret) and when David became king he resolved to
have it returned to Jerusalem. Although God had decreed that the ark should

be transported only upon the shoulders of the Levites, David thought it a much
better idea to transport it on a vehicle; and thus made a very splendid new cart
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for the purpose. Uzzah and Ahio drove the cart, while David and the masses of

Israelites followed playing and singing "with ail their might". Notwithstanding
the singing and enthusiasm of .the occasion, when the cart wobbled and when

Uzzah touched the ark to steady it he was struck dead. ''And the anger of the
Lord was kindled against Uzzah, and God smote him there for his error; and

there he died by the ark of God". (2 Sam. 6:7). This not only displeased David
but frightened him so much that he left the ark there for three months before
bringing the Levites to move it successfully. Uzzah meant well but died, neverthe
less.

There are many other such incidents from the O.T. that could be cited as
illustrative of the fact that man's ways and thoughts are no substitutes for God's,
even although motivated by the best of intentions. Even Moses, himself, was not

allowed to see the promised land because he smote the rock instead of speaking
to it, as instructed.

Moses to Christ — A Drop In Standards?

These instances from the O.T., just quoted, conjure up a mental picture of God
as being resolute and unbending; of requiring implicit obedience to His instructions
- and surely this picture can not be considered inaccurate. Some would say, "Ah,
yes, that is the God of the O.T. but the God of the N.T. is much more relaxed and

easy-going". Is this so.? Some think that because gentle Jesus, meek and mild, changed
"an eye for an eye" to "love your enemies" etc. that God underwent a personality
change between the Old and New Testaments. Certainly the Law has gone and we
now have a much better covenant but does God leave us to do very much as we think
best.? Some say that the church is not really a completed entity, and God allows us
to experiment with this and that, to see what suits us best and particularly to see what
gets results.? Is this true.? Is it true that the N.T. is intentionally vague and that the
church is merely a speculative experiment and not a firm and final reality.? The death
of Ananias and Sapphira seems to have been just as sudden and punitive as the death
of Uzza, Nadab and Abihu ever were. Indeed it seems that Paul reckoned that an

even higher standard of obedience is required under the N.T. than was ever required
under the O.T. Paul refers to the fact that in the O.T. God "was not well pleased"
with many of the people "and overthrew them in the wilderness. Nowall these things
were our examples, to the intent that we should not lust after evil things as they also
lusted. Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them ...; neither let us commit fornica

tion, as isome of them committed and fell in one day 23,000; neither let us tempt Christ,
as some of them also tempted and were destroyed of the serpents:; neither

murmur ye, as some of them murmured and were destroyed of the destroyer. Now all
thesethings happenedunto them for ensamples;and theyare written for our admonition,
upon whom the ends of the world are come. Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth

take heed, lest he fall." (1 Cor. 10:5-11). Do these words support the view that God

has lowered the standards? In the letter to the Hebrews the writer constantly draws
comparisons and analogy between the Old covenant and the New. He says that we

should give earnest heed to the things we have heard, and not let them slip for just
as each disobedience and every transgression received a just recompense of reward
(in the O.T. economy) we shall likewise not escape if we neglect thisgreatsalvation.
(Heb. 2:1-3). Again he warned, "See that ye refuse not Hfan that speaketh. For if
they escapednot (and they didn't) whorefused to hear him that spake on earth (Moses)
much more shall we not escape if we turn away from Him that speaketh firom heaven."

(Heb. 12:25). I need hardly say that the writer's employment of the phrase'*mach
more", in that quotation, suggests a muchhigherstandard of obediencein N.T. times,
than that required under the Old.
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Obedience Still Better Than Sacrifice

If, therefore, our mental concept of God differs as between the Old and New

Testaments perhaps we should think again. Truly the Law has been replaced by Grace
but God remaineth the same, yesterday, today and for evermore. A lie is still a lie,
idolatry isstill idolatry; rebellion isstill rebellion; murmuring isstill murmuring, and
disobedience is still disobedience. Jewish ingenuity is well known for circumscribing
God's laws, and bysubstituting theTraditions OfTheElders for a "Thus sayeth the
Lord", andit may well be that even in thechurch such traditions will arise (oralready
have arisen) which are the outcome ofvarious experimentations of ourclergy. Some
day Jesus may again ask, "Why did you transgress the commandments of God with

your (church) traditions."? Is it not a fact thatall the issues which perplex and divide
the churchtoday: divorce and remarriage, the covering of the head, individual contain

ers on the Lord's Table; silence of women in the church; clergy and laity syndrome,
etc. etc. are of fairly recent origin and are symptomatic of a currently popular trend
to get rid of anything in the church which is considered irksome, or has been found
to be 'inconvenient'. Some are presently worried about the AIDS virus and see 'death

in the cup', just as in the O.T. men accused Elisha of putting 'death in the pot'. Do
we imply that Jesus was so backward that He did not know about microbes; or do we

suggest (which isworse) thatJesus consciously exposed usto death anddanger? Those
of the early church who were really in danger were those who were stoned to death,
slain, sawn asunder, tortured, scourged, afflicted and made destitute by a world quite
unworthy to receive them. (Heb. 11). Can we really imagine these early disciples
(running the gauntlet of torture and the gallows, and displaying a trust in Jesus that
snarling lions could not diminish) fretting about the dangers of sharing a drinking
vessel with their brethren.? Is it possible.? Whatever we do, let us steer clear of mans'

ways, and mans' thoughts, no matter how attractive they might seem, and seek to
know God's ways and God's thoughts. King Saul did not save the cattle and sheep
through personal greed, butwith thegood intention ofmaking sacrifice to God. Uzzah,
likewise, triedto save the ark of Godfrom damage. But, as Samuel said,"Obedience

is better than any sacrifice." Who, amongst us, seeks the 'distinction' of promoting
mans* ways and mans* thoughtsin the church of the Living God ?
Editor.

GLEANINGS
"Let her glean even among the sheaves." Ruth 2:15
GOD IS PURITY - GOD IS LOVE - GOD IS TRUTH - GOD IS INFINITE

"Let uslook into this word Love. Love to man may mean several things. It may
mean love to his person, which isvery different from himself - orit may mean simply
pity. Love to God can only mean one thing: God is a Character. To love God is to

love His character. For instance - God isPurity. And tobepure inthought and look;
to turn away firom unhallowed books and conversation, to abhor the moments in which

we have not been pure, isto love God. God isLove - and to love men till private
attachments have expanded into a philanthropy which embracesall —at last even the
evil and enemies, with compassion - that is to love God. God is Truth. To be true
- to hate every form of falsehood - to live a brave - true - real life - that is to

love God. God is Infinite —and to love the boundless, reaching on from grace to
grace, adding charity to faith, and rising upwards ever to see the Ideal still above us,
and to die with it unattained, aiming insatiably to be perfect even as the Father is
perfect - that is love to God. This Love is manifested in obedience - Love is the

life of which obedience is the form. "He that hath my commandments and keepeth
them, heit isthatioveth me .... He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings." Now
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here can be no mistake. Nothing can be Love to God which does not shape itself into
obedience."

F. W. Robertson
REMEMBERING

"Let us think about that great faculty - remembrance. Don't you young men
and women sometimes feel almost staggered when you think of that immense power
that God has put within you, that power that we call memory? It varies in degree;
but what a wonderful instrumentality it is! Dr. Weymouth reads the text like this; 'He
will bring to your memories all that I have said to you.' The Holy Spirit will be a
memory aid! Now you often see advertisements about memory aids. TTiere are won
derful people about who say they can make your memory so elastic and vital that it
will never forget anything. What miracles they perform! Here God the Holy Spirit
deals with our memory. What an almost startling power there is in memory! Our
memories vary. Some people have much longer memories than others; some have
much shorter memories; some have much dimmer memories, and others have more

vivid memories than others. But everybody has memory in some degree. What is
memory? It is the power by which we can recall experiences and impressions of the
past. Is it not wonderful that we should have such a faculty!"
Dinsdale Young
I GIVE IT UP

"I spend almost all my leisure time in watching the birds, an occupation which
is in itself a never-failing delight, and I puzzle myself with questions which no man
can answer, but which are imperatively asked all the same. Who guides these flocks
of tiny travellers, who have journeyed by trackless routes from distant lands hundreds
of miles away, depending only on the strength of their own wings, and the mysterious
vital power with which God has endowed them? How do they recognise the familiar
haunts of a year ago? How do they know that the woods in these northern regions
are ready for habitation? I give it up; but I love to see them approach from the distance
like a swiftly-moving cloud, and disappear into the haze again after circling over the
trees which surround the Hall; and I love to walk through the meadows and see how
my feathered brothers and sisters are making the most of the sunshine and the softened
soil."

W. Riley
SIMPLICITY IN PREACHING

"To attain simplicity in preaching is by no means an easy matter. No greater
mistake can be made than to suppose this. "To make hard things seem hard," To use
the substance of a saying of Archbishop Usher's, "is within the reach of all, but to

make hard things seem easy and intelligible is a height attained by very few speakers."
One of the wisest and best of the Puritans said two hundred years ago, "that the
greater part of preachers shoot over the heads of the people." This is true also in
1887! I fear a vast proportion of what we preach is not understood by our hearers any
more than if it were Greek. When people hear a simple sermon, or read a simple
tract, they are apt to say, "How true! How plain! How easy to understand!" and to
suppose that any one can write in that style ... In fact, to use very long words, to seem
very learned, to make people go away after a sermon saying, "How fine! How clever!
How grand!" all this is very easy work. But to write what will strike and stick, to
speak or to write that which at once pleases and is understood, and becomes assimilated

with a hearer's mind and a thing never forgotten —that, we may depend upon it, is
a very difficult thing and a very rare attainment."
J. C. Ryle
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A FATHER'S ADVICE

"My boy", said a father to his son, "treat everybody with politeness, even those
who are rude to you; for remember that you show courtesy to others, not because
they are gentlemen, but because you are one"
T.W.T

Selected by Leonard Morgan

LABOURERS IN THE VINEYARD
MATTHEW 21 verses 28 to 32

Whilst this parable had a striking lesson for the people of Christ's own day, it
also contains a valuable lesson for us to-day.

First of all, let us look at the lesson contained for the people who lived at the
time of Jesus, and then take a lesson for ourselves.

The two sons in the parable represent the priests, elders and scribes on the one
hand, and the publicans and sinners on the other. Both classes were bidden to work

in theLord's vineyard. Thepublicans and sinners had at first refused, buthad repented
at the preaching of John the Baptist. The other professed to obey but did not.
The design of the parable is to show that the publicans and harlots, whom they
so much despised, were morally superior to the questioners of Jesus.
Let us now apply the lesson to ourselves. Verse 28, "SON, GO WORK TO-DAY
IN MY VINEYARD."

As we examine this we see immediately that it divides itself into four parts.
1.
2.
3.
4.

SON
GO WORK
TO-DAY
VINEYARD

A
A
A
A

DIVINE RELATIONSHIP
DIVINE CALL
DIVINE TIME
DIVINE PLACE

A Divine Relationsliip

We are all aware that we have become the Children of God by faith in Christ
Jesus and by submission to His divine commands. Hence we are no longerour own.
Weare a purchased possession. Wewere not redeemed bycorruptible things assilver
andgold, butwith the precious Blood ofJesus. God isour Father. Through His Spirit
we are able to say "Abba Father."
We occupy a high position. "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bes
towed upon us, that we should be called the children of God. Therefore the worid

knoweth us not, because it knew Him not. Beloved, now are we the Children of God;

and it doth not y6t appearwhatweshall be; but weknow that, when He shall appear,
we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is." It is to us therefore, as His
children, that He addresses His command to "Go Work."
A Divine CaU

We are not called to fool about and have a good time, to fritter away our abilities
and talents. God's call is an urgent appeal for workers to go to work. The world is
badly in need of Jesus, Go Work. The Gospel is still God's Power unto salvation, but
it will not preach itself, Go Work. It requires everyone to pass on the message in
order that men may know about Jesus and how to become Christians, Go Work.

Jesus, Himself has given us the example. Ever ready to help others, to teach to
save some poor benighted soul from sin's darkness and despair. The apostles and
later, Paul, all followed their leader's example, ever toiling to convert men and women
to Christ Jesus their Lord. Let us joyfullytake every opportunity that presents itself,
nay more, let us make the opportunity to tell them of Jesus the Saviour who died.
When shsdl we work?
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A Divine Time

That is TO-DAY. Throughout God's Word we are reminded of the great TO
DAY. We hear again the clarion call of Joshua "Choose ye THIS DAY whom ye will
serve, as for Me and My house we will serve the Lord." The psalmist under inspiration
cries "To-day if ye will hear His Voice." Jesus prolongs the strain, "I must work the
works of Him that sent Me, while it is called to-day, the night cometh when no man
can work." Paul reminds us that "To-day is the day of salvation."

To-day, my brother, my sister, let this word ring in your ears. Yesterday is dead.
To-morrow may never be, ONLY TO-DAY IS OURS. Let us use our abilities and
talents that the souls of men and women may be rescued from darkness to light; from

the power of Satan to God. God is ever concerned with the day. Let us remember
alwaysthat there isa day appointed when weshallgiveaccountof what wedid to-day.
Where are we to work? There is
A Divine Place

It is in God's Vineyard. No longer is fleshy Israel the promised people of God.
No longer Palestine the vineyard. These were but types and shadows to bring us to
the substance. Believers in Christ, to-day are the true Israel, the Church is His vineyard
in which His children are to work. A vineyard speaks of fhiit, and God looks to it to
produce an abundance of fruit. Shall we be like Israel of old? God provided all that

could be desired for His people then. He looked for grapes and it brought forth wild
grapes.

What will the answer be that we shall give to this call.
"GO WORK TO-DAY IN MY VINEYARD."

Tom Kemp, Hindley

CORNERSTONE
(Hdping the Needy in St. Louis)

We had agreed not to open the Cornerstone the day following Christmas and
New Year although it was the date of our regular clothing give-away. But the nearer
the days came the more I felt impelled to go. It was a good thing I did. On both
occasions there were people waiting at the door. Some could not read the signs I had
posted. There were people coming all afternoon both days.
One was a woman with a 25 year-old-child who weighs only 35 pounds. The
mother wheels the child in a little pushcart. The mother whose husband died five
•years ago is cheerful, but the child neve;r speaks or alters her vacant expression. As
we talked I asked the mother how she kept her sanityy during the years when the
little girl was banging her head almost continuously as her only activity. The mother
said that she and the father adopted thei attitude that the little child had been given

them to test their love, faith and fortitude. They never allowed themselves to speak
sharply to her.
Then there was the woman whose house had burned to the ground. I had seen
her picture in the paper three weeks before, screaming and trying to rush back into

the fiery dwellingwith the firemen trying to restrain her. She is livingwith her grand
mother in a tiny cubicle with the children sleeping on the floor. I was glad we could
give her things she so desperately needed. We prayed together.
A man came in who was desperately in need of a pair of pants and a shirt. I
found him two of each. He looked so utterly bedraggled and cold I asked him to sit
down and warm. I talked to him about my faith in the Lord. I found out that he was
sleeping in an unheated room in a large old bam of a tenement. It is rat infested and

he said it was hard to sleep as the rats Iran across his bed in the dark. He has no
electric light and depends upon a kerosene lamp. A lot of time he just sits in the dark.
A good Pentecostal woman, who loves Nell, had brought us a pan of combread and
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some grape preserve. I gave the combread to our indigent friend and he left crying
as he went.

The next caller was a well-built man I had met several times. He was always
disappointed because he never could find trousers to fit him. This time he found three
pairs and asked if he might take them. I told him to do so. He asked me if there was
any way he could thank those who brought them. He confided in me that he could

not get his wife to come to the Cornerstone. She felt deeply ashamed and called it

begging. I told him about those ofyou who contributed clothing and otherthings and
how you were thrilled we were there so you could share. He has been out of work

almost a year and has tried everywhere without success. I told him I would pray for
him and I have done so.

There were four shy little Cuban and Mexican children with their mothers who

cannot speak English. They never take more than they can use and always with a

"Gracias, Senor." As they prepared to leave I followed my custom of giving each
child a lollipop. One after another they solemnly lined up to hug me. I gave each of
them, a squeeze and said "I love you;." They left with big smiles and black eyes
sparkling. It was worth starting the Corfierstone for the experience of bringing joy to
them. We had a family of young Venezuelans come in the following week.
A woman came in with a blackened eye and a dark circle under the other. She
had such a forlorn look that I asked hor what happened. She said her husband had
threatened her while intoxicated and wheji she called him a "drunken idiot" he knocked

her cold. She regained consciousness with the children screaming and crying. I asked
her if I might talk to her husband and she agreed to make arrangements if at all
possible. He had struck her often, one time breaking her arm.

I had intended to tell you how my life became entangled with Rich, who sleeps
in the back of a truck, and of John who sleeps under a porch. Both are veterans of

the Vietnam War and I was called upon to assist them both. It isgreat to talk to you.
My numberis4420 Jamieson 1-C, St. Louts Missouri 63109. The telephone is645-4158.
Carl Ketcherside

Conducted by

TIDN BoiTf

Aif Marsden

What would you say is the greatest hindrance to a full commitment of Christians to
their God and Christ?"

1 am well aware of the dangers inherent in generalisations, but my immediate
answer to the above question could be summed up in one word - possessions. Matthew
records that a rich young man came to Jesus and said to Him, "Good Master, what
good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life". Jesus replied that if the young
man would 'enter into life' then he would need to keep the commandments, to which
the young man replied, "All these things have I kept from my youth up: what lack I
yet"? Obviously, the phrase 'enter into life' which Jesus used did not signify full
attainment of God's blessings, nor did the keeping of the commandments signify full
commitment on the part of the young man, because Jesus said to him, "If thou wilt

be perfect (complete, lacking nothing), go and sell that thou hast, and give it to the
poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me". The same

scripture records with great sadness, "But when the young man heard that saying, he
went away sorrowful: for he had great possessions". (See Matt. 19: 16-22).
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When studying the subject of possessions it is not easy to be objective. There are
those who say that to have possessions is wrong in God's sight, but God does not say
that. Solomon was reputedly a very wise man and he said, "Lazy hands make a man
"poor, but diligent hands bring wealth" (Prov. 10:4). It is not the acquisition of wealth
by honest toil that God disapproves of, it is rather the unrighteous ways in which it
is used, and the soul-destroying potential of it. These two ideas are expressed quite
explicitly in Kingdom teaching. Paul wrote to the Church at Ephesus, "Let him that
stole, steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which
is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth" (Eph. 4:28). On the other
hand, Jesus said when explaining the Parable of the Sower, "He also that received
seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and

the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful" (Matt. 13:22).
As always, these statements are so simple and straightforward that no involved expla
nation is necessary by me.
I think at this point, and in order to get a true understanding of the teaching, we
should look at the pervasive force that possessions can have on the lives of individuals.
Security?

Sometimes we sit back in the little comer of this planet that we have chiselled
out for ourselves and say to ourselves, as we view our possessions, "I've done pretty
well for myself, and then we bask in the pleasant feeling that washes over us as we
contemplate our security. Perhaps we push the words of Jesus to the rich man out of
our minds, but they are surely pertinent to everyone, "Thou fool, this night thy soul
shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided"?
A person with an earth-bound vision may say, "Ah, but when I die, these things will
pass to my children". Would we want to perpetuate our own folly by passing on to
our children the'source of that folly in the attitude of mind which we would have
undoubtedly displayed as we contemplated our so-called security? It is small wonder
that we, living in an age when we have to install advanced security systems in order
to protect whatever possessions we may have, should come to rely so much on those
possessions. But perhaps we should rely more on what the Deuteronomists were
taught, "The eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms".
(Deut. 33:27). That is security indeed.
Surely, contentment is a state that the Christian should strive for. Paul wrote to
Timothy warning him about those perverse people who would not consent to the
wholesome doctrine of the Lord Jesus Christ and he referred to them as, "destitute

of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself. But godliness
with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain
we can carry nothing out. And having food and raiment let us be therewith content".
(1 Tim. 6:1-8). We pride ourselves on our great knowledge and our skills in theological
debate, but have we learned the right lessons? Can we say as the great Apostle did,
"Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am,
therewith to be content. I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound:
everywhere and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both

to abound and to sufferneed. I can do all things through Christwhich stren^heneth

me". (Phil. 4:11-13).
Confidence

We can place confidence in self, in men, or in God. If we place our confidence
in self or in men then, according to the Bible, our confidence is misplaced. We are
nearing the time of a General Election in this country and politicians will tell us that
they can bring in a state of Utopia; a heaven on earth, so to speak. Many will believe,
because their aspirations are earth-bound. Mark records that on one occasion, after
he had looked round about Him, Jesus said, "How hardly shall they that have riches
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enter into the kingdom of God". His discipleswere astonished, we are told, at these
words. But Jesus went on, "Children, how hard it is for them that trust in riches to

enter into the kingdom of God. It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God". Again, the scripture
records, the disciples were greatlyastonished and voiced the question, "Who then can
be saved? And Jesus looking upon them saith, 'With men it is impossible, but not
with God: for with God all things are possible' (See Mark 10: 23-27). So there we
have it. Why is it that men will follow the impossible dream when there is revealed
to them a God so powerful that with Him everything is possible. Oh, that we could
reach that pinnacle of confidence as expressed again by Paul, "For I am persuaded,
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord". (Rom.
8: 38,39).
Covetousness

There can be little doubt that the pursuit of possessions leads to the state of
covetousness, indeed, the Greek word PLEONEXIA is defined as 'the constant desire

to have more'. Mark records that on another occasion when the disciples were asking
for places of power and authority from Jesus that he turned to them and said, "Ye

know that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over
them; and their great ones exerciseauthority upon them. But so shall it not be among
you" (Mark11: Read from verse36 to verse45). The Lord knew that to covetpower
and authority would corrupt His Disciples, and it remainstrue today that the pursuit
of possessions in order to gain power and influenceis a corrupting influence,not only
to the individualbut also to others. It can be, and often is, very divisive to a community
of people. In contrast to this, the attitude of Christians should be as Paul indicated

when he wrote to Thessalonica, "For neither at any time used we flattering words, as
ye know, nor a cloak of covetousness; God is witness: Nor of men sought we glory,
neither of you, nor yet of others, when we might have been burdensome, as the
apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth her
children". (1 Thess. 2:5-7).
Peter also warns us about the unwholesome side of covetousness in respect of
false teachers. We can rest assured that they will always be with us, as we can be
assured of their inevitable fate; he says, "through covetousness shall they with feigned
words make merchandise of you: whose judgement now of a long time lingereth not,
and their damnation slumbereth not". (2 Pet. 2:1-3).
As regards gifts in the early Church, the Apostle says, "But covet earnestly the
best-gifts: and yet show I unto you a more excellent way". (1 Cor. 12:31). Surely this
'more excellent way' is what William Cowper meant in one of his Olney Hymns;
Why should I shrink at Thy command,
whose love forbids my fears?
Or tremble at the gracious hand.
That wipes away my tears?
No, rather let me freely yield
What most I prize to Thee;
Who never hast a good withheld.
Or wilt withhold from me.

Let us leave behind the discussions and arguments on the new theology and
liberalisation of the Church, and let us return to our Christian 'grass roots'. Let this
epitaph not be written on our tombs, 'He strove to possess all, and failed to possess

Christ, in Whom is aU'.
questions, please, to:
Alf Marsdcn, 20 Costessy Way, Winstanley, Wigan, Lanes. >^3 6ES.)
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Paul

entered

their

synagogue and for three sabbath days
"reasoned with them out of the scriptures,
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Isaiah 1
Isaiah40:I2-31
Jer. 4:1-18
Joshual

Acts 17:1-15
Acts 17:16-34
Acts 18:1-18
Actsl8:19tol9;10

PAUL AT THESSALONICA

Thessalonica was a city and seaport
of Macedonia (northern Greece). She was
once called TTierme because of her hot

springs, but Cassander, one of the succes
sors of Alexander the Great, took up re
sidence there and called the place after
his wife Thessalonike. She was a free city
(urbs libera), which meant a number of

opening and alleging, that Christ must
needs have suffered and risen again from
the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I

preach unto you, is the Christ" (17:2-3).
Some believed, and some believed not.

The unbelievers, with the aid of a gang
of idlers around city market place or
agora, fermented a riot. They accused the
believers of a serious charge: "These that
have turned the world upside down are
come hither also" (17:6). (The charge
must be set in the context of widespread
unrest in the Jewish communities through
out the Roman Empire.)

things including self government and free

What were the politarcbs to do in

dom from taxation. She was also a com

Greeks, Jews and Romans. Many of them

these circumstances? In the end they de
cided to make Jason and his companions
go bail for the missionaries' good be
haviour. Paul and Silas then reluctantly
left the city by night for Berea. But a con
gregation had been established in Thes
salonica. The two subsequent letters by

were retired soldiers.

Paul should be read with interest.

mercial city. The famous Via Egnatia, the
main artery through which life flowed
from Rome to the remote extremeties of

the Asian world, passed directly through
her centre. The inhabitants consisted of

Frank Charles Thompson in the Ar
chaeological Supplement of his Chain-Re
ference Bible has something important to
say about Thessalonica. "Luke tells us, in
the original Greek version of Acts 17:6,8,
that the magistrates or rulers of the city
were called politarchs. For many years
modern critical scholars pointed out that

PAUL AT ATHENS

No city in the Hellenic world could
match Athens. She was the capital city of
literature and art. She was also the centre

of philosophy, being the native city of Soc
rates and Plato and the adopted home of
Aristotle, Epicurus and Zeno. Paul, when
he came to Athens, encountered the fol

the term or title was not found in all Greek

lowers of Epicurus and Zeno. What were

literature, and therefore, Luke had made

their beliefs?.

a mistake in using it. Later, however, the
title was found inscribed on various ruins

in Thessalonica, the most prominent of
which was the arch of Vardar Gate, which

spanned the Ignation way, at the west en
trance of the city ... Paul and Luke cer
tainly passed through this gateway and
noted the inscription with interest. Thus,
Luke wrote quite correctly of the magis
trates - calling them by the title which
apparently was used only in that section
of the country." The inscription of the
arch is now housed in the British Museum

in London. I should know. I have been

photographed beside it.
There were Jews in Thessalonica, as

To the Epicureans, everything hap
pened by chance; death was the end of
all; the gods were remote from the world

and did not care; and pleasure (not just
fleshly pleasure) was the chief end of man.
To the Stoics, everything was God; every
thing that happened was the will of God
and, therefore, must be accepted without
resentment; and the world disintegrated
in a conflagration and started all over
again on the same cycle of events. (Read
the Roman Emperor Marcus Aurelius's
Meditations for further insights into Stoi
cism.)
These philosophers called Paul a bab
bler (Greek spermalogos, a picker of
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scraps) and a setter forth of strange gods of literature was cultivated there. Cicero
—Jesus and Anastasis (the Greek word called her "The Light of Greece". In the
for resurrection). He gave his defenceon neighbourhood of the city the Isthmian
Mar's Hill or Areopagus. There are ten Games were celebrated, which attracted
important points from his address.

1. The universe is not by chance but
design.

2. God is independent of man.
3. Man isr whollydependent upon God.
4.

All men are related.

5. God is involved in history.
6. There is a purpose to human exis
tence.

7. Ignorance of God is inexcusable.
8. Universal repentance is essential.
9. Universal judgment is inescapable.
10.

The resurrection of Jesus is the

greatest fact in history

What a message for ancient pagan
Athens! What a message for the modem
pagan world!
In response to Paul, some mocked of

the resurrection and others said they

so much attention and which drew so many
strangers from distant parts of the world.
To these Games Paul not infrequently re

fers, when recommending
energy and activity.

Christian

But there was an infamous side to

Corinth. It can be summed up in one word
— immorality. The town was dominated

by the Acrocorinthus, a steep, flat-topped
rock surmounted by an Acropolis, wWch
in ancient times contained, inter alia, a
temple of Aphrodite, goddess of love,
whose service gave rise to the city's notor
iety. In fact, to indulge in sexual licence
in that day was known as "to Corin-

thianize." One writer put it this way: "She
became the most gay, dissipated, corrupt
and ultimately the most effeminate and
feeble portion of Greece." F. F. Bruce

would hear him again on the matter. *has pointed out that "the temple of Ap
Worldly philosophy had done its job. The hrodite was staffed by a thousand female
wisdom of God was foolishness unto

slaves, who are said to have made the

them.

place a tourist attraction
This
background helps to explain the fre
quency of the admonitions against unchastity in Paul's Corinthian correspondence."
In Corinth, Paul found employment
with Aquila and Priscilla, husband and
wife and saints of God. They were all tentmakers. Paul spent eighteen months in
Corinth teaching the word of God (18:11).
Again, he met opposition from the Jews.

Dear reader, little has changed. I
think, for example, of the universities in
our land today. It was Charles Habib
Malik who, in his book A Christian

Critique of the University, wrote: "The
great universities of the Western World

raise fundamental questions from the
Christian Point of view. They are pretty
thoroughly secularised. The prevailing at
mosphere in them is not congenial to
Christian spiritual values." Yet it should
not be forgotten that all of them were
originally founded for the glory of God
and His Son Jesus Christ.
PAUL AT CORINTH

Corinth was, and is, a city of Greece
at the western end of the Isthmus between

central Greece and the Peloponnesus.
The original city was destroyed in 146
B.C. but rebuilt in 44 B.C. by Julius
Caesar. Augustus made it the capital of
the new province of Achaia. Corinth was
a flourishing centre for trade as well as

industry. She was also distinguished for
her refinement and learning. Every part

He declared unto them: "Your blood be

upon your own heads; I am clean (blame
less): from henceforth I will go unto the
Gentiles" (18:6). But how wonderful to
read: "And Crispus, the chief ruler of the
synagogue, believed on the Lord with all

Ms house; and many of the Corinthians
hearing, believed, and were baptized"
(18:8).
One Gallio, deputy (procunsul) of
Achaia, is mentioned during the troubles
in Corinth. He, in fact, was a brother of
Seneca, an outstanding Roman, Stoic
philosopher and, at this time, tutor to the
future Emperor Nero. Knowledge of such
things brings home forcibly to me the his-
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toricity and veracity of Luke's record.
THE HOLY SPIRIT

I have just delivered a series of talks
on the Holy Spirit. They were entitled:
The Holy Spirit, The Gift of the Holy
Spirit and The Gifts of the Holy Spirit.
The early verses of Acts 19 gave me hours
of study. There are many points which I
cannot now mention. Suffice to say that
Paul, as an apostle, had the power or au
thority to lay on hands and confer spiritual
gifts —giftsof the Spirit he himselfposses
sed. These included speaking with ton
gues (languages) and prophesying (forih-

the start of the second half of the evening,
we were all once again favoured by some
fine singing from the duet and the soloists.
Bro. Allan of North Berwick, also sang.
Soon it was time to introduce the second

speaker Bro. Wilson welcomed Bro. Pear
son and introduced him to the company.
Bro. Pearson spoke on "Abraham", and
again the company enjoyed another fine
time of study.
AH too soon, the end of the social drew

nigh. After some more singing from the
brethren Bro. Hughes closed the time of
study and fellowship with a few words of

telling the Word and fore-telling events).

prayer.

Such gifts were necessary for the establish
ing of Christ's community on earth.

A good day was had by all. Our thanks
go out to all who helped to make the day

Ian S. Davidson. Motherwell.

a success. To those unable to be with us

- we missed you! We know work, illness
and the like can hinder, nevertheless we

hope to see you the next time. (D.V.)
A. P. Sharp, Secretary.
On Saturday

Woodhall meets Zambian Cabinet Minis*

4th October last the Church at Newton-

Newtongrange, Scotland:

ter: The Woodhall family travelled to
Lusaka, Zambia's capital where Chester

grange met for a time of fellowship and
study. The occasion, our annual social. A
number of 85 were in attendance. Due to

our hall being vandalised by fire the meet
ing was held in another hall nearby.
At the hour of four, the meeting got off
to a rumbustious start with some grand
singing from the company gathered. This
was led as usual by Br. J. McCallum.
After prayer and thanksgiving we all sat
down to tea — a fine affair; ably served
by the ladies: so it's a word of thanks to
all of them. Before commencement of the

social proper Br. J. Wilson, Chairman of
the day, spoke a few words of welcome.

As usual part of the evening was taken
up by some fine singing . Sister Coventry
of Newtongrange sang two solos. Bro.
McCailum, likewise sang true to form. His
melodic strains filled the hall, then in

officiated as a Zambian Government re

gistered marriage officer at the wedding
of the daughter of a Zambian preacher,
Effie Daks, who married a Zambian army
captain. After the wedding the Zambian
contingent did a sword salute. Attending
the wedding were Zambia's minister of
legal affairs and his wife, Mr. & Mrs.

Chigaga. After the wedding ceremony,
the Woodhall and Chigaga families were
able to spend several hours together in
discussion. The church was a prominent
subject.
Chester Woodhall, P.O. Box 22297
Kitwe, Zambia.
Kentish-Town, London: Kentish-town
Anniversary. We held this yearly meeting

on Saturday, October 4th with a happy

Plain's message was well received and
gave much food for thought; after which,

gathering of brethren and sisters from far
and near.'Aylesbury, Brighton, Bristol,
Peterborough,
Tunbridge
Wells,
Wembley, Old Street and others. We
looked briefly at the past, reported on the
present and sought and intended further
service with the same object as did John
Black when in 1839 he spread the Lord's

time was called for a short interval. At

Table in his home in Clerkenwell. The

beautiful harmony Sisters F. Hughes and
J. Mould sang of their love of Jesus. The
Chairman

then

introduced

the

first

speaker of the day, Bro. M. Plain from
the Church that meets at Tranent. Bro.
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cause grew into a meeting house in Somers
Town, an area pulled down to allow the
Midland Railway to come to St. Pancras.
The same area is now being rebuilt to re
place the Railway with other purposes. In
1871 Hope Chapel was built with the same
purpose as the last place and has con

tinued with that purpose and with help of
such stalwarts as David King and R. K.
Francis. The other London churches have

gone U.R.C. or Baptist except Ilford in
the new "Fellowship". Hope Chapel
stands still for the "old paths" while at
present somewhat reduced numbers. We
had Brother John Hunt from Bristol

speaking on Saturday on "True Happi
ness" in scriptural instruction and life. He
also served the church on the Lord's Day,
with the theme "What must I do?". Satur

day afternoon provided time for social in
tercourse and refreshment. Thanks are

expressed to and for all who came and
provided encouragement and warm fel-

Correction is Needed in Every Home
Correction is a result of real love.

The Bible teaches this in Proverbs 13:24;
"He that spareth his rod hateth his son:
but he that loveth him chasteneth him be

times." Correction or discipline is to be
in every home. Self-discipline is needed
by the father if he is to be the head of the
house as God wants him to be. Fathers

can't expect the children to obey and be
good unless they correct themselves and
bring themselves into subjection and
obedience to Jesus too. Jesus says in Re
velation 3:19, "As many as I love, I rebuke
and chasten: be zealous therefore, and re
pent." This teaches us that to chasten is

to show forth love, in spite of what some
say about whipping a child. The Bible
teaches that we are to do it as parents
because we love our children and want
the best for them.

Let us look at some of the good re

accomplish our goals for this grejjt city
and also to develop the work amongst

sults if we do. Proverbs 19:18, "Chasten
thy son while there is hope, and let not
thy soul spare for his crying." Proverbs
22:15, "Foolishness is bound in the heart
of a child; but the rod of correction shall
drive it far from him." Proverbs 23:13,14,

muslims everywhere, we must raise the

"Withhold not correction from the child:

'owship.

R. B.Scott.

Stretford, Manchester: The Church at
Stretford, Manchester has decided that to

support necessary for Allan Ashurst to be

for if thou beatest him with the rod, he

able to devote himself to the work on a

shall not die. Thou shall beat him with

full time basis. All congregations will be
receiving a letter explaining our objectives
and our needs. Please give your consider
ation to assisting us in a vital work. Any

the rod, and shall deliver his soul from

enquiries should be directed to the trea
surer, Stretford Church of Christ, 60 Ken

hell." Proverbs 29:15,17, "The rod and
reproof give wisdom: but a child left to
himself bringeth his mother to shame.
Correct thy son, and he shall give thee
rest: yea, he shall give delight unto thy

wood Road, Stretford M32 8PT.

soul."

Arthur Barry, Evangelist.

The humorous definition of child

psychology is not true ... "The art of ap
plying a soft pedal instead of a hard pad
Kirkcatdy:

On

6th

August,

1986,

dle."

brother Bill Downie was called home after
a short illness. Bill had been a member

One of the presidents said, "Lazy pa
rents, baby-sitters and a shortage of

of the church here for 17 years and is sur
vived by his wife, son, daughter and their
families. Please pray for them. As a con
sequence of her father's death, his daugh
ter Elizabeth, realising her relationship
with God was not what it should be, has
asked to be restored to the fellowship of

switches have made the teacher's role a

the church.

Robert Hughes, Secretary.

hard one." We as parents have to face up
to our jobs of bringing up our children in
the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

Let us do our job instead of blaming
everyone else. Let us take this matter of
raising our children right as a matter of
great importance. Let us follow the Good
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Book and not just the books written by supporting, nine are already self-supporting, Paul organises some 22 other

man in his own wisdom.

Junior bit the meter man,
Junior kicked the cook,
Junior's anti-social now.
According to the book.

Junior smashed the clock and lamp.
Junior hacked the tree.
Destructive trends are treated

In chapters two and three.
Junior threw his milk at Mom.
Junior screamed for more.
Notes on self-assertiveness

preachers and evangelists to help within
these congregations.
The Church in Nellore oversees the
entire work within the district. In India
the Church has to work both with Social

needs and Spiritual needs of the people.
The Church in Nellore has an on-going
programme of medical care.
ANC Medical Clinic... was con

structed from some old brick bungalows

left bythe Britishmany yearsago. Money
was raised in India, Britain and USA, and

Are found in chapter four.

now they have been converted into a Med

Junior tossed his shoes and socks
Out into the rain.

ical Clinic. A staff of 2 doctors, 3 nurses
and other staff of 5 help run the clinic,

Negation, that is normalDisregard the stain.
Junior got in Granpa's room,
Tore up his fishing line.
That's to gain attentionSee page eighty-nine.
Granpa seized a slipper and

there is also a travelling clinic for people
in outer areas. Paul also helps organise
this effort too.

More than 50 people a day come to

the clinic for attention. People are given
jabs, medicine, tablets and first aid. Lack
of funds prevent more serious medical

Yanked Junior across his knee.

care from being carried out.
Orphanage ... has 15 children, but

Granpa hasn't read a book
Since eighteen ninety-three!

there is room for more funds permitting.
It only costs £5 per month to keep one

- Selected from Sword and Staff

AID TO INDIA

During last week word was received
of terrible floods in Andhra Pradesh and
some brethren involved. I have sent £150
to their assistance.

child at the orphanage.
SewingSchool... isprovided to teach
women and girlsto sew and repair clothes,
and to help them also make their own
clothes."

Miss Ruth Nisbet,

IF Station Court, Haddington,
East Lothian.

Last month we mentioned the recent

visit of bro. Paul Subhan, bro. Bhusanam
and bro. Tony Tyson and bro. Subhan's

NEW MAGAZINE

"Paul Subhan is one of the evangelists

Brother Ken Chumbley, Evangelist: from
Peterborough, writes to inform me that
he intends to start a new magazine at the
beginning of the year. He states that since
returning to Britain he has been shocked
to find that some, whom he had known

who works for the Lord in the district of
Nellore which is in the state of Andhra

standing where they once stood. Also

talk on the work in his part of India. Bro.
Tyson has kindly sent further information

re this work, of which the following is an
extract.

Pradesh, South India. Within his area are

some 45 congregations, of the Church of

Christ, some are small some large, some
meet in brick buildings, others in huts,
basically most congregations are poor, but
Paul tries to guide them into being self

and admired as 'Old Fathers' were not

there were some who had, indeed, em
braced false doctrine, and some who

should be raising their voices against false
teaching but were not doing so. He sees
little point in converting people from denominationalism and introducing them
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into

'Church

Of

Christ'

de-

nominationalism. He hopes he can, with
his new magazine, help to stem the drift
into apostacy and also put some sound
Bible teaching into the hands of the bret
hren. Serious readers of the "Scripture
Standard" will be aware that the editor

has been highlighting the above senti
ments in recent, and not so recent, edito
rials. Brother Chumbley's intentions seem

very commendable, i.e. to put 'sound
teaching' into the hands of all church
members. Nearly every brother in the

country claims to be giving 'sound teach
ing' and few would admit to giving 'un
sound teaching'. There never can be
enough 'sound teaching' however, and so
we wish our brother every success with
the endeavour. His aims are worthy and
most conmiendable - Time will tell how
successful. We wish him well.
Editor

NOTE FOR SECRETARIES

Will church secretaries, and those wish

ing to send material for inclusion in the
"S.S." please note that items should
reach me by the 14th (at latest) of any
month, in order for their appearance in
the following month's issue.
Thank you.
Editor.

BOOKS FOR SALE

Brother Paul Jones, lately one of our
evangelists and previous treasurer of the
"Scripture Standard" has written to inti
mate that he will require to dispose of
some of his books. Our brother is moving
into a smaller house and is having to dis
pose of some personal items, furniture
and books. He hopes to reduce his library

by about 300 (not all of them religious
books but 100 say). Some of the books
are unique, out of print and Paul would
preferabliy dispose of them all en bloc
and would accept £200 for them. If there
are no 'takers' for the whole library, then
brother Jones would sell them in smaller

groups or individually. Paul should be
contacted at his present address: 9 Bromford Hill, Handsworth Wood, BIRMIN
GHAM, B202TD. Tel. No. 0213561779.
THANKS

During my recent stay in hospital I often
thought of the hymn and did indeed
"count my many blessings, name them
one by one." This is truly so, and I would
like to thank all the brethren who en

quired after me. I am grateful for all the
cards and letters sent me. The visitors also

helped time to pass so quickly. I thank
the womens' meeting at Newtongrange,
the brethren, and all the sister churches
who have shown so much kindness, I am

happy to say that I am now home again
and I am able to meet with the church.

Again thank you all.
Sister S. MOAR, Newtongrange.
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ONE MAN AND fflS DOG
'*Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life (Rev. 2:10). This
was, and still is, the promise of Jesus to His disciples. If we are faithful untill death,
we will receive that crown of life. Jesus was referring, at the time, to many thousands
of His desciples who were being hounded by the authorities, and were being slain for
their claim to discipleship, but the promise also extends, nevertheless, to those who
will die peacefully, in old age.

I was driving along George IV Bridge, in Edinburgh, the other day, with two
of our grandchildren in the back of the car, and as we passed the small bronze statue
to " Greyfriars Bobby " there were large numbers of Japanese tourists, taking photo
graphs and chattering away. The grandchildren did not know the story of " Greyfriars
Bobby " and as I related it to them it occurred to me that it might also be of interest,
and profit, to most readers of the " Scripture Strandard," When I say that 'Bobby*
(Greyfriars Bobby) was a little shaggy dog (a Skye Terrier) you may be wondering
what relevance 'a shaggy dog story' has in the pages of a religious magazine. This is
quite a fair concern to have, and I can only reply that it has the same relevance as all
the other animals, birds, fish, insects, reptiles mentioned in the Bible. Over forty
different animals are referred to in the scriptures, to say nothing of the many birds,
insects, reptiles, etc. Many of them are mentioned for no other purpose than that we
should profit from some lesson to be derived from them. Dogs are mentioned, for
instance, with their disgusting tendency to return to their vomit ; pigs to wallowing
in the mire ; leopards who can't change their spots ; being wise as serpents ; harmless
as doves ; and so on. Jesus said " Consider the ravens " and grasp the lesson. Soloman
said " Go to the ant, thou sluggard, consider her ways and be wise." Indeed Soloman
was intrigued by four apparently weak and ineffectual creatures which were, in reality,
exceedingly strong and wise, viz.- the ant : the conies, the locusts, and the spider
(Prov. 30). He was also impressed (too wonderfully) with an eagle in flight, the lion,
the greyhound and the he-goat. Thus there are characteristics to be seen in the world
of animals, birds, and insects which give us instruction if we have the ability to recognise
the lesson. In view of all this I offer readers the account, the very true account, of
the remarkable fidelity of the little Skye terrier to its master. To those who don't care
about history, or those who do not like dogs I apologise in advance, and can only
hope that some readers may feel that the story was worth telling.

