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Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning.
MARCH 1983

VOL.5! N«i.3

IS ANYBODY THERE?
SOME months ago I watched, with great interest, a documentary programme on
T.V. which described mans' ongoing quest to establish whether there is any form
of life in outer space. Apparently, on every 'space-probe vehicle' sent out into

space there is fixed a metal plaque briefly describing the earth (and also including
a drawing of a man) so that should the plaque fall into the hands of any green
little extra-terrestrial creatures they may be interested enough to pay us a visit,

It also emerged from the programme that we continually project radio messages
out into space inviting a response, and that scientists are manning radio
telescopes24 hours per day, ofevery day, ofevery week, ofevery year, listening to
the constant crackle of the 'static' in the continuing hope of receiving some kind of

message, regardless of how faint or unintelligible. This field of interest has
existed for a long time, probably since radio waves were discovered, but is

heightened,these days,with everyallegedsighting ofU.F.O's. AsI watched those
men, purposefully huddled over their panels of instruments, and watched the
facial expressions of great concentration under the headphones, I thought of
mans' long obsessive desire for information and messages from sources outwith
himself.

For centuries man has been furiously digging to expose history or, better

still, to unearth evidence of events regarded as pre-historical. The spade has
indeed brought to light countless items of pottery, furniture, buildings,
monuments, and all kinds of other artifacts of bye-gone civilisations. Anything in
written form has been eagerly seized upon. Messages and statements from past
human cultures are of consuming interest to mankind today. Tomb of
Tutankhamen is just one example.
For centuries man has also contemplated the baffling mysteries of the

hieroglyphic picture-script of the ancient Egyptians, doubtless wondering about
the rare knowledge encapsulated in these writings. As we know however, man
had to wait a long time 'to crack the code' and it was not until one of Napoleon's
Officers found the 'Rosetta Stone' in the Nile delta that translations could ever

begin, (in the early part of the 19th Century). This stone gave the long awaited
'breakthrough' and must have caused high excitement amongst the scholars (and
also probably caused a certain Joseph Smith of Palmjo-a, U.S.A., to couch his
'Book of Mormon' in a language he styled 'Reformed Egyptian'}.

34

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

Similarly there are those who scour the tombs and caves of the world in the

search for primitive graffito. Cave drawings have of course become a study in
their own right by now, and such etchings (ofbison, cattle, horses, etc) of early
man are to be foimd in caverns in France, Spain, Italy, Australia, and elsewhere,
the Lascaux caves in Southern France being especially important. It seems that
we are extremely interested in those who wrote on walls before 'Kilroy' got there.

It might seem strange, but I am told that it is largely true, that the page in
the morning paper that many read first is the one containing the 'Horoscope For
The Day'. Newspaper horoscopes are, of course, of necessity, composed of vague
and usually fairly banal predictions which can mean anything or everything, and
are an insult to anyone of average intelligence. There are however professional
astrologists who make a goodliving by giving consultations to the gullible rich. It
is not new, of course, and was practised by the Babylonians, Assyrians, Greeks,
etc. when Priest, General, or Statesman would not make any move until he had
considered the position of the heavenly bodies, and talked things over with the
astrologer. The practice continues, I understand, and even Adolf Hitler was not

averse to giving some weight to such matters. Again the desire for a message is
behind the practice, as suggested by the derivation ofthe word 'Astrology' - 'Astro'
Greek for a star: and 'ology' from Greek 'logos' (speech). Thus those who consult
astrologers are looking a message from the disposition of the planets and stars at
any given time.

There are also those who look for information and messages from beyond the
tomb and resort to those who 'mutter and peep'. They want information or a
message, and so they resort to a clairvoyant, or medium, and try and contact 'the
other side'. The practice of spiritism is as old as astrology and was engaged in, as
we know, in Old Testament times, and was condemned as such by God (see 1 Sam.
28). It is, however, still widely practiced today and takes many forms. Relatives of
mine used to end most of their family-gatherings with a ouija board session, using
the time-honoured question, "Is anybody there?"
Is Anybody There?
Yes, yes, there is somebody there. It is a point of worthless information that
in the derivation of'Ouija' (Ouija Board) 'oui' is the French for 'yes'; and 'Ja' is, of
course, the German for 'Yes'. Strangely enough, then, the answer to the question

if "Yes, Yes". The simple truth is that God is everywhere. The Psalmist could say,
"Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I
ascend up into heaven, thou art there; if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art
there". The evidences of God are all around us, in nature; in the seasons; in the
world of insects, birds, beasts, reptiles; in the jungles; in the deserts; in the seas;
in weather phenomena; and in the skies. Again, the Psalmist cduld say, "The
heavens declare the glory of God: and the firmament showeth his handy-work.
Day unto day uttereth speech and night unto night sheweth knowledge".
Is anybody there? Isaiah says, "Have ye not known? Have ye not heard? Hath
it not been told you from the beginning? Have ye not understood from the
foundations of the earth? It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the
inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a
curtain, and spreadeth them but as a tent to dwell in.... Behold, the nations are as
a drop in a bucket, and are counted as the small dust of the balance: behold he
taketh up the isles as a very little thing. And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn,
nor the beasts thereof sufficient for a burnt offering.... He hath measured the
waters in the hollow of his hand, and meted out heaven with a span, and
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comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure; and weighed the mountains in
scales, and the hills in a balance." (Isaiah 40). "Is anybody there" Yes, I think we
can safely say, "Yes, Yes, there is, there is." He who made the heavens and the
earth is everwhere.

God Has Spoken

But man does not merely want an assurance that somebody is there, he wants
also a message. Here again God satisfies for, far from being mute (like the planets
seem to be) God has spoken. "God, who at sundry times and in divers mannars
spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days
spoken unto us by His Son..." - so says the opening words of the epistle to the
Hebrews. In past ages Grod spoke to the world through His prophets, but in these
latter days has spoken unto us by His Son. Man slew the prophets and also slew
God's Son but God's message remains intact, and the years can not dim its power
or affect its relevance. When God speaks man must listen. They say that man
cannot see because of the various 'blinkers' he wears, and perhaps neither can he
hear because of the headphones he wears - listening to instructions from other

sources. Why should we worry too much about messages from outer space when
God who made the space has spoken? Nor did (jod's message come as a faint
crackle on a 'headset' but God's Son brought it personally - He brought the

message, lived the message; explained the message and finally died for the
message. Why should we bother to consult the astrologer and worry about the
conflux of planets when He who 'stretched out the heavens as a curtain' has spoken
to us, and spoken to us for the last time? Should we not be more concerned with
what God is saying to us than with the twelve houses of the Zodiac? When the
Jews and Greeks of Ephesus heard the evil spirits acknowledge Jesus and Paul
"Fear fell on them all, and the ngmie of the Lord Jesus was magnified. And many
that believed came, and confessed, £ind shewed their deeds. Many of them which
used curious arts brought their books together, and burned them before all men:

and they counted the price of them, and found it 50,000 pieces of silver." Pity that
all those who engage in curious arts today would not do the same thing. Simon
The Sorcerer also recognised the real thing when he saw it. And why should we be
anxious for messages from the past when God hath spoken 'in th^e last days?' And
why should we be anxious to get messages from beyond the tomb when we
remember that (Jod's Messenger actually came back from the dead? Isaiah had 'a
message' for those who consult the clairvoyants - he said, "And when they shall
say unto you. Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that
peep and mutter: should not a people seek unto their God? for the living to the
dead? To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it

is because there is no light in them." (Isaiah 8:19). Thus we can be sure that
messages from whatever source; whether from 'outer-space', or from the past, or
from the stars, or from the 'other side' can never be as important as the message
from God the Creator, in these latter days, through His Son. The Jews were so

incensed at God's good tidings that they 'stopped their ears' and murdered
Stephen the bringer of the message. Paul predicted to Timothy that men would
heap to themselves teachers of their own, having itching ears "And they shall
turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables" (II Tim. 4:4).
May our ears ever be free of the worldly wax which deafens.
Perhaps it is God who should be asking "Is anybody there?" He asks, "Who
will go for Me - Who will work today in My vineyards - Who will follow Me - Who
will put their trust in Me - Who will do My bidding - Who will worship Me - Who
will obey Me". He waits for the loud burst of mans' acclamation. He awaits our
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ready answers - "Here am I, Lord, Send me, Send me." But in the ear-shattering
silence which follows, God gently asks again, "Is anybody there?" God has been
asking this question from the dawn of time, from the time, in fact, that He had to
search for Adam and ask "Where art thou".

When God speaks do we really listen? When God asks - do we ever answer?
"Where art thou?" Is anybody there?
EDITOR

WE NEED HANDS
EVERY day, in various walks of life we see how hands play an important part.
Hospitals and 'old-age' homes could not exist unless hands were there. When we
consider life within the walls of hospitals we think of the hands of the nurses and
doctors, HANDS are indeed important!

Let us consider this matter from a Spiritual aspect, suggesting first of all
CLOSED HANDS. These depict selfishness, anger, temper, and vile-ness. They
even express covetousness and self-centredness. A closed hand is a very poor
exhibit of willingness to attend to the sick, the needy, and the distressed. "He that
giveth to the poor shall not lack" (Proverbs 28:27). "Withold not good from them
to whom it is due, when it is in the power of thine hand to do it" (Proverbs 3:27).
(jrod shares His mercy and love, (both material and Spiritual) with ALL who are
prepared to love, fear and obey HIM. "To him that knoweth to do good and doeth it
not, to him it is sin". (James 4:17). God does not expect us to live our lives with
CLOSED HANDS; they must be WILLING hands.

There is also a WITHERED hand (Mark 3:1-2). This type of hand depicts
helplessness, uselessness, and inability to do anjrthing. Figuratively, withered
hands are those which have become unable to do anything pertaining to the
Lord's church. YOU, dear Christian, once saw the need of a Saviour when you
were lost in sin, and now God wants you to prove your ap^eciation. You have
hands to do it; pray that they may not be withered hands. Such hands are of no
use to Grod and Christ. There is much for you to do.
Then there are CLEAN HANDS, as is conveyed by Psalm 24:3-4 "Who shall
ascend into the hill of the Lord? or who shall stand in His Holy place? He that
hath clean hands and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul in vanity, nor
sworn deceitfully". (See also Job 19:9, and Isaiah 1:16 & 52:11). Clean hands
exhibit a clean and exemplary life, a life of integrity.
A City that is set on a hill cannot be hidden, but is there for all the world to
see. The best expression of the gospel message is YOUR life, and mine. Clean
hands are willing, working, open hands, doing that which is honest, pure, just and
true, and ever ready to obey the Master's will. Are we as Christians fulfilling our
obligation to worship, to continue stedfastly, to lay by in store upon the first day
of the week as God has prospered us? Are we willing to lift the weak and the
fallen, ever conscious that "we who are strong" are also subject to life's limitations
and allurements? Clean hands never allow adversity, discouragement,
persecution distress to discourage them, but exclaim with our beloved Paul "For
to me to live is Christ and to die is gain" (Phillipians 1:21). If we are in Christ, HE
and HE alone will have the pre-eminence in our lives at all times and under all
circumstances.
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Finally, let us consider and conclude with the most important: the
INCOMPARABLE HANDS. These are the untiring hands of Jesus our Saviour,

the pierced hands that suffered on the cross of Calvary. Long before Christ's
judgement in Pilat's hall, those hands showed sympathy and love for the blind,
the sick, the deaf, the maimed and the dead. Those hands were never, in any
fashion, withered or closed hands, they were kept busy by an inward love and
compassion for all.

Many of us so often fail miserably to "follow in His steps". Jesus proved His
identity to Thomas when he said; "Behold my hands". Yes, these were the hands
by which Jesus hung suspended on that cruel tree, when He gave testimony in
these words: "Father, I have glorified thee on the earth, now I have finished the

work thou gavest me to do" (John 17:4). Those pierced hands will be a living
witness in the DAY OF ACCOUNTABILITY. Those of us who have been aware of

our obligations to Him may hang our heads in shame, but then it will be too late.
We must have hands busy in God's service.

Will your song be: "Must I go empty handed, thus my dear Redeemer meet,
not one day of service give HIM, lay no trophy at His feet?" Dear friend would you
like to meet Jesus that way? Won't you place your hand in that nail-pierced hand
which at this moment knocks at the door of your heart? "If any man will open the

door I will come in and sup with him and he with me". "If any man will hear my
voice" (Revelation 3:20).

In hearing His voice through His written word, we are called upon to believe
in Him, and "Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God" (Romans
10:17). We must also repent of our sins (Acts 17:30) "Confess Christ with our
mouth" (Romans 10:9,10), and be "baptized into Christ for the remission of our
sins" (Acts 2:38). Then we can "Arise to walk in newness of life" (Romans 6:4).

Yes, newness of life means to have willing hands, not withered, closed,or unclean
hands.

Perhaps we can see how important hands are, not only in the natural life, but
more especially in the Spiritual life. Christ requires clean hands and busy hands.
Only then can we sing:

"Triumphant through grace I shall someday stand.
With Jesus at home on the golden strand.
His face in its beauty at last to see,
MY HANDS IN HIS HANDS, THAT WERE PIERCED FOR ME".
Thomas W, Hartle

11 Killamey Mansions, CJorge Road, Oranjezicht, Cape Town,8001 Republic S.A.

GLEANINGS
**Let her glean even among the sheaves." Ruth 2:15
THE EYES OF THE LORD

"The Lord seeth not as man seeth." I Samuel 16:7

"And how does the holy Lord look on things? Have we any guidance as to what it
is that distinguishes His sight from that of the children of men? Yes, certain hints
have been given to us about the character of His discernment. Here is one. "Man
looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart." The
Lord's eyes survey the secrets of the inner life. That great truth has frequently

been taught as though it were only a fearful thing and clothed in unrelieved
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gloom. We have thought of those searching eyes as the eyes of a policeman and
not the eyes of a lover. We have regarded them as intent on looking for imlovely
things and not for things that are lovely. They are eyes of suspicion rather than of
trust. They are dross-finders rather than gold-finders. And so the great truth has
been perverted. Certainly there are aspects of the truth which ought to move us to
serious disquietude. But there are other aspects which should inspire us with joy.
The Lord looks upon the heart and He sees the hidden fault. But he also sees the
precious things which He puts among His jewels. A poor widow drops a coin into
the treasury and human observers see only a mite. But the Lord looks upon the
heart, and He sees untold millions in the gift. All the movements of the soul are
known unto Him. He sees the desire that has never yet found fulfilment. He sees
the hidden heartache which never hangs a black fiag out of the window. He sees
the prayer before it had uttered itself in words. He sees the love which has no
adequate means of expression. The Lord sits over against the heart, and He
knows every silent, stealthy thing that moves across its floors. He knew what was
in man."

J.H.JOWETT

Quotes - from Lincoln

"I believe, that I shall never be old enough to speak without embarrassment when
I have nothing to say."
" 'A house divided against itself cannot stand.' I believe this government cannot
endure, permanently, half slave and half fi-ee."
Humanity Implies a Body and a Soul

"Accordingly, in the life of Christ we find two distant classes of feeling. When He
hungered in the wilderness - when He thirsted on the cross - when He was weary
by the well at Sychar, - He experienced sensations which belong to the bodily
department of human nature. But when out of twelve He selected one to be His

bosom friend:- when He looked round upon the crowd in anger:- when the tears
streamed down His cheeks at Bethany:- and when He recoiled from the thought of
approaching dissolution:- these - grief, fi-iendship, fear, -were not the sensations
of the body, much less were they the attributes of Godhead. They were the
giffections of an acutely sensitive human soul, alive to all the tenderness, and
hopes, and anguish with which human life is filled, qualifying Him to be tempted
in all points like as we are."
F. W. Robertson
The Toiling Slave
"Paul, a servant (doulos) of Jesus Christ." (Romans 1:1).
"It is not suggested that the title "slave of Jesus Christ" may be used without
qualification to describe the Christian's relationship to his Lord; in'His service
there is nothing that corresponds to the compulsion of the lash, in His army there
are no pressed men, all are volunteers (Psalm 110:3). The word "slave" has been
degraded by its use, and we cannot now employ it without thinking of "Man's
inhumanity to man". But ever3rthing depends upon the character of the Master
whom we serve; Ruskin says, "To yield reverance to another, to hold ourselves
and our lives at his disposal is not slavery; often it is the noblest state in which a
man can live in this world;" certainly it is not slavery when we know that the

sceptre of despotic rule is in the hands once pierced for us, and that "the thorncrowned brow now wears that crown ofpower"."
J. G. Tasker
There Was A Day When I Died
"There was a day when I died, utterly died, died to George Muller, his opinions,
preferences, tastes, and will - died to the world, its approval or censure - died to
the approval or blame even of my brethren and friends - and since then I have
studied only to show myselfapproved unto God".
George Muller
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The Key To The Life Of Blessedness
"The Christian life, when it is being lived at its best, is essentially a life of
obedience. "Blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it". Blessedness,
you see, consists in hearing God's word and, when you hear it, obeying.
Obedience, then, is the key to the life of blessedness."
Kenneth Prior
Selected by Leonard Morgan

Conducted by

'Tion box

Alf Marsden

"Jesus and one of the thieves went to Paradise (Luke 23:43). What do we
know of Paradise?"

The word 'paradise' has been borrowed by Hebrew and Greek from the old
Persian, where it signified a royal pleasure-park, enclosed by walls and liberally
planted with trees. It was also well stocked with game. The gardens of Babylonian
houses, unlike ours, were also planted with trees, and not with flowers and
vegetables. So we leam at the outset that in its original usage 'paradise' referred
to a place on earth.
The Earthly Paradise
This is referred to in English as the 'Garden of Eden' (Gen. 2:8). This Garden,
similarly planted with trees, like the gardens of the Babylonian houses, had been
planted by Yahveh Elohim 'eastward' in the land of Eden, and Adam, the first
man, had to tend it and to keep trespassers out (Gen. 2:8-15).

There has been great controversy as to where the Garden of Eden was
situated. It has been placed by different people in Armenia, in the region of
Damascus, in Southern Arabia, India, among other places, but detailed study by
scholars of Cuneiform inscriptions have settled it, in their own minds anyway, in
Babylonia. It seems that the early dwellers of Babylonia referred to that region as
'Edin', which literally means 'the plain'. It is said that the tides flowed up the
mouths of the Tigris and Euphrates and other rivers, and so inundated the plain
with water, hence its fertility; not unnaturally these waterings were known as
'inundations' (This would explain the 'mist' of Gen. 2:6). Further interesting data
could be uncovered relative to this, but for our purposes for now, suffice it to say
that the word 'paradise' has been used to describe an earthly region, and that this
region is known as the 'Garden of Eden'. (The reader may wish to explore the use
of the word 'garden' in the O.T. in the following scriptures, Eccl.2:5; S. of Sol. 4:13;
Isa. 1:30; Jer. 29:5; Ezek. 31:8-9.)
The N.T. Paradise

I suppose the statement most remembered in this context is that made by one
of the malefactors crucified with Jesus and as recorded by Luke. You will recall, of
course, that John makes no mention of the ones crucified with Jesus, and
Matthew and Mark both record that the thieves reviled the Lord, as did some of
the people and the Jewish rulers. Nevertheless, Luke does record a dialogue
which reads like this, "Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.
And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee. Today shalt thou be with me in

40

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

paradise" (Luke 23:39-43). Therefore, taking the words quite literally, we notice
the following facts; (i) the thief would go to paradise, (ii) it would be on the day of
the crucifixion, and (iii) Jesus would be with him. We now need to look for
scriptural evidence as to where Jesus went, because where Jesus went is referred
to as paradise, and this is the subject of our question.
Where did Jesus go?
In order to be truly objective we must bring into view all the events and facts
as we know them. In the first place it is quite evident that after the crucifixion the
body of Jesus was placed in the tomb. The length of time that His body was in the
tomb seems to be governed by His words as recorded by Matthew, "For as Jonas
was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be
three days and three nights in the heart of the earth" (Matt. 12:40).

As regards the soul of Jesus, we have to look at Acts of Apostles. In his speech
on the Day of Pentecost, Peter quotes freely from David the Patriarch, "Therefore
being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn an oath to him, that of the fruit
of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne; he
seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in
hell (Hades), neither his flesh did see corruption" (Acts 2:30,31). Hades literally
signifies 'the all-receiving*; it is generally looked upon as the region of the
departed lost, but up to the time of the Ascension of Christ it seemed to include
the souls of the blessed dead. So we are now able to state two points quite clearly,
(i) the soul of Jesus was not left in Hades, and (ii) His body was not to see
corruption. It seems to me that whatever else Jesus may have divested Himself of
when He lefl heaven. He did not divest Himself of His Divine nature; He was Son
of God and Son of man. If we hold, as I do, that the spiritual life, emanating from
the life-source of the Eternal Spirit, is indestructible, then at the death of Jesus
that part of Him must have returned to the Father.
When we consider the resurrection of Jesus we are thinking of a unique
event. He was the first-born from among the dead, i.e., He lived never to die again.
So we cannot press too closely the similarity between Christ and ourselves.
Evidently, the resurrection of Jesus, and His appearances subsequently, were in
order to work out the determinate counsel of (jod.
The Heavens

We must now turn our attention to the Ascension of Christ. The writer to the

Hebrews says, "Seeing then that we have a great high priest that is passed
through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our professi6n" (Heb.
4:14). The same writer says, "He was made higher than the heavens" (7:26). Paul
says, "He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens,
that he might fill all things" (Eph. 4:10). So here we have a word picture of Jesus
ascending through the heavens and according to Paul ascending to a place far
above all heavens. These aerial heavens are the ones mentioned in Acts of

Apostles, "Nevertheless he left not himself without witness, in that he did good,
and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food
and gladness" (Acts 14:17). These, I believe, are the heavens mentioned in Heb.
1:10,11, where the writer says, "And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the
foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine hands: They shall

perish; but thou remainest; and they shall wax old as doth a garment". Taking up
this theme Peter tells us, "But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the

night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the
elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are
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therein shall be burned up" (2 Peter 3:10). These are not the heavens to which
Jesus ascended. These are the aerial heavens.

The heaven to which Jesus ascendedis the uncreated, eternal sphere of God's
abode. Because it is God's eternal abode, it follows that it cannot suffer the same

fate as the heavens in the Peter passage. This is the place where Jesus came from,
and to which He has returned, and from whence He ministers for the saints. We
must not be confused by the gradation of heaven in some of the Rabbinical

teaching. Some held that there were two heavens, some three, some seven. We are
not to suppose that Paul is giving credence to the Rabbinical teaching when he
gives (his experience in being caught up to the third heaven (2 Cor. 12). In this
passage the word 'third' is used as an adjective and is descriptive, not nominative,

of the heaven to which he refers. What Paul means is that he was caught up seized by force, literally - into the highest heaven that he could envisage, i.e., the
dwelling place of God. It is interesting to note, and very specific to our question,
that he refers to this place as paradise (v4).

What do we know of paradise? Well all the evidence seems to suggest that it
is the eternal dwelling place of God. It is heaven 'itself. It is Abraham's Bosom. It
is the place from which the light shone on Paul on the Damascus road. It will be

the home of the saints in glory. It will excel every brilliant descriptive phrase
used of it in Revelation. There we shall be enfolded in the everlasting arms.
(All questions, please, to AlfMarsden, 377 Billinge Road, Hayfield, Wigan.)

TREASURERS REPORT 1983
THERE are a number of points I would like to draw your attention to in this
year's report.

First ofallI have simplified thebalance sheet by incorporaJ;ing thepetty cash
into the main balance sheet. Petty cash covered the postage and stationery
expenses incurred in posting out the 'Standard' and was shown in a separate
balance in previous years.

I am pleased to report that no change in subscription rates is planned for
1983. This is not due to any improvement in our financial position but an
awareness that every increase reduces circulation. Obviously we shall need extra
income in this coming year to pay our bills and hope to achieve this by increasing
our circulation. As an incentive to encourage new readers we are offering any
additional copies to last year's order at half-price. We hope you will assist us in
this endeavour by encouraging a friend to subscribe through you. A larger
circulation will help us reduce the cost to all readers. We send approximately 30
copies each month to brethren in third world countries free ofcharge. Perhaps you
would like to 'adopt' one of these subscriptions for a year.

I would like to say a word of special thanks to all those brethren who already
give generously to help keep the 'Standard' in print. We were greatly helped last
year by the Legacy of £345.19p from the Samuel Woods Trust shown in the
balance sheet and a once-only gift of £150.00.

Finally, please make cheques payable to the 'Scripture Standard'. Cheques
from overseas subscribers in their own currency are quite acceptable and readily
converted to sterling by the bank.

Thank you for your continued support.
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EXPENDITURE

INCOME

Bank Bal. b/f
Cash in hand

£ 424.56
£ 198.50

Subscriptions

£1871.60

Gifts
Bank Interest

£ 372.09

Legacy

£ 345.19

£

£ 623.06

Printers

£2269.06

Postage
Stationery

£

£ 413.29

2.91

£2685.26

Balance Dep A/C£ 312.81

40.67

£2629.55

Balance Cur A/C£ 153.08
Cash in Hand
£ 101.46 £ 567.35
£3252.61

£3252.61

Treasurer J. K. Kneller
Auditor J. McLuckie

SCRIPTURE
READINGS

The Parable of the Good Samaritan

We should carefully note the context

of the parable. It was given by Jesus in
answer to the lawyer's question: "And
who is my neighbour?" Immediately

prior to this, the lawyer had been

APRIL 1983

3—Isaiah 23
10—Deut. 6:1-15
17—1 Sam. 28:5-25

Luke 10:1-24
Luke 10:25-42
Luke 11:1-26

commended for his understanding of

24—2 Chron. 24:15-25

Luke 11:27-54

all your heart (affection), with all your

the essence of the law. He had said:

"You shall love the Lord your God with
soul (emotion), with all your strength,
and with all your mind (intellect); and

THE SEVENTY

your neighbour as yourself (See

THERE are so many important points
to be noted from this passage. Here are
some:

Deuteronomy

6:8,9

and

Leviticus

19:18).

1) The Lord appointed these seventy

The force of this particular parable is
lost if we do not appreciate the hatred

(verse 1).

that then existed between the Jews and

2) He sent them ahead of Him (verse 1)
3) They faced dangers (verse 3).

the

4) They were to travel light (verse 4).
5)-53iey had to concentrate fully on

were a mixture of Jew and Gentile

their work (verse 4).

6) They were to be satisified with the
hospitality given (verse 7).
7) They were to heal the sick in the
cities that received them (verse 9).

8) "The Kingdom of (Jod" was to be
their message (verse 9).
9) Where the message was not re

ceived, a warning of divine judge
ment was to be uttered (verse 10 f).

10) They had full authority from God
(verse 16).

11) They had to rejoice above all in the
fact that their names were written
in heaven (verse 20).

12) The disciples were an honest and
humble group (verse 21).

Samaritans.

E.

M.

Zerr,

for

example, has written: "The Samaritans
blood, the origin of which is recorded in
2 Kings 17:24-33. The Jews had no
dealings with them (John 4:9), and
thought that very little good ever came
from them". We should note from verse

37 that this lawyer could not even

bring himself to say "the Samaritan!"
That compassion shown by the
Samaritan was a practical one. And
what Jesus said to the lawyer, he says
to us — "Go YOU and do the same".

Martha and Mary

Martha and Mary were sisters who
lived in Bethany. Their brother was
Lazarus whom Jesus raised from the
dead (John 11). Jesus loved them

deeply. Martha on this visit of Jesus
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rushed and fussed and cooked. Because
of the excessive concern for the

said: "But when you pray, do not use
vain repetitions as the heathen do: for

practical details of the meal and her
impatience with her sister, she was
gently rebuked by the Master. Mary, in

they think that they will be heard for
their many words. Therefore do not be
like them: for your father knows the

contrast, understood and had chosen on

things you have need of before you ask
him" (Matthew 6:6,7). But that is just
what "The Lord's Prayer" has become a vain repetition. Surely it was given to
the disciples not as a prayer for endless
recital but as a pattern for their

this occasion the most important thing.
PRAYER

The h)rmn writer, James Mont
gomery, wrote:

Prayer is the soul's sincere desire,
Uttered or unexpressed.
The motion of a hidden fire
That trembles in the breast.

Prayer is the Christian's vital breath
The Christian's native air.
His watchword at the gates of death;
He enters heaven with prayer.

It was Alexander Campbell who said:
"Concerning prayer and praise, we
cannot imagine a religion without
them". Thomas Hartwell Home has

prayers. And it is a pattern which is
very simple but very comprehensive.

Jesus went on to speak of the need of
persistence in prayer. How can we
forget his words! "Ask, and it shall be
given you; Seek, and you shall find;

iiTnock and it shall be opened unto you".
These letters spell ASK.
Beelzebub

This is a
BEELZEBUB

title of the Devil.
or BAAL-ZEBUB or

stated : "Prayer is the voice of faith".

BEELZEBUL was
originally a
Philistine deity (2 Kings 1). The name

And another commentator once wrote:

means "lord of flies".

"Prayer is the true thermometer of the
spiritual life".
We can leam from the Jews on this

subject.

In

reading

a

I must point out again that there is
one devil but many demons. The term
"devils" should not be in the scriptures.

Jewish

The accusation that Jesus cast out

newspaper, I discovered from an
interesting article that the Hebrew
word for prayer, TEFILA, is derived

demons by the chief of the demons was
a preposterous one. In fact, it was more

from HITPALLEL, to examine or judge
oneself. The English word implies
entreating the Almighty, from the
Latin PRECARIA, to beg (similar to
the German GEBET). Judaism thus

teaches that prayer is a means of
reaching greater heights, a way of
judging oneself in the light of lofty
truths and ideals.

"Lord, teach us to pray, as John also
taught his disciples". So asked one of
Jesus' disciples who must have been
moved at the sight of the Master in
prayer. Jesus' response was to voice
what is commonly called "The Lord's

Prayer" - known by heart to many I am
sure. In the parallel passage in
Matthew, Jesus prior to the prayer

than that, it was a blasphemous one. It
was blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.
In the parallel passage in Mark we
have these words. " 'Verily I (Jesus) say
unto you (the scribes), All sins will be

forgiven the sons of men, and whatso
ever blasphemies they may utter; but
he who blasphemes against the Holy
Spirit never has forgiveness but is
subject to eternal condemnation' —
BECA USE THEY SAID, 'HE HAS AN
UNCLEAN SPIRIT " (Mark 3:28-30).
W. Carl Ketcherside in his book
HEAVEN HELP US deals well with

this subject. He writes: "Without
speaking it is impossible to commit the
sin of blasphemy. Blasphemy is a sin of
the tongue and not merely of the

heart.... To blaspheme is to speak
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injuriously of that which is high or Solomon and yet the Jews were not
holy.... What is the unforgiveable sin? impressed by one greater than
According to the context, it is Solomon.
accrediting to Satan the power by Woe to the Pharisees and Lawyers
which Jesus performed His wonderful
The Pharisees were condemned by
works. It is saying that Jesus possessed Jesus because they concentrated on
an evil spirit rather than the Holy two things - externals and details.
Spirit.... Why is there no forgiveness William Barclay has said: "So long as
for this malign act? The simplest the externals of religion were carried
answer is that God has placed it
outside the pale of divine forgiveness.

out that was all that mattered. Their

hearts might be as black as hell; they

It is beyond the limit set for grace. It is
the one crime against the divine
Majesty that is outside the circle. This

might be utterly lacking in charity and

that would willingly see the world of
mankind destroyed to justify its own
cruelty
and
gratify
its
own

hands and the giving tithes with

even in justice; but as long as they
went through the correct motions at
does not exhaust the subject, however. the correct time they considered
The kind of heart that would engage in themselves good in the eyes of God....
such reprehensible conduct will not Compared ith love and kindness,
repent. It is the heart of stone or flint justice and generosity, the washing of

inhumanity".

mathematical

accuracy

were

unimportant details".

Jesus said of the people in his day:
"This is an evil generation". They were
sign-seekers and wanted some special

The Legalists were no different.
They claimed to be experts in the Law
but did not keep it themselves; they
professed to have an admiration for
prophets but persecuted them; they

miraculous demonstration to attest the

declared a love of truth but obscured

message of Jesus. A sign would be
given - the sign of Jonah the prophet.

God's revelation and kept men out of
His kingdom. They were hypocrites.

The risen Jonah was a sign unto the
Ninevites, and the risen Jesus would
be a sign unto His generation.

They professed to be something they
knew they were not. Woe to them

Matthew 12:40 reads: "For as Jonah

IAN DAVIDSON, Motherwell

A Greater than Jonah and Solomon

was three days and three nights in the
belly of the great fish, so will the son of
man be three days and three nights in
the heart of the earth".

When you have some time, dear
reader, please read the Old Testament
accounts of Jonah and Solomon. You

will profit by it. Then consider the
Master's words: "And indeed a greater
than Solomon is here.... a greater than
Jonah is here". Jesus' generation
would be condemned by the Ninevites
and the Queen of the South (Sheba).

indeed and all like them!

BELIEF : (7)
WE have examined the possibility of
keeping or obeying God's words as
revealed in the Scriptures (Hebrews 1:
1-2). We have discovered that we can

reasonably be expected to do so. The
question is where to begin^ and will
this lead to sanctification of the Spirit

and thereby the salvation of the soul,
which is what came to the Thessalonian believers? These are the third

and fourth of the questions we set out

Why? because the men of Nineveh to ginswer when we started our
responded to the preaching of Jonah, investigations.
and yet the Jews failed to respond to
the preaching of Jesus; the Queen of The Beginning of the Christian Life
The only way to discover this is to see
Sheba made great efforts to hear
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how

the

Thessalonians

began

to

believe the truth, which led to their

sanctification and so to their being
chosen

by

God

to

be

saved

(2

Thessalonians 2:13). This is revealed

indirectly by Paul's first letter to the
Thessalonians (1:1). We purposely say
"indirectly" since Paul in his letters

does not in so many words explain
what the beginnings of belief are.
This is not so strange, since those he
addressed
had
already
become
Christians, so his remarks take this for
granted. The same thing would happen
if we were to write, say, to a brother-inlaw. We would not say, "Dear brotherin-law who became so by marrying our
dear sister before witnesses, etc., etc.!"
The very use of the words 'Tarother-inlaw" reveals the means by which he
became such a relative of ours.

So with Thessalonians, Paul ad
dressed his letter to "the church of the
Thessalonians".
Now
this
word
"church" is from the Greek word

ekklesia, which means "chosen". It was
translated by the word "church"
because King James, on the trans

lation of the Bible into English,
insisted that this term be used among
others. This was a pity, to say the least,
since it has hindered many from
rightly understanding the word
"belief. Belief involves not the mere

formal acceptance of statements, but a
true appreciation of their real
meaning. The Thessalonians then had

already been chosen by God! Why? Was
it not because they had already received
the gospel and obeyed it?
Obeying the Gospel
It is clear from 1 Thessaloniahs 1:5

that it was the gospel that Paul had
preached to them and which led to
their becoming the ekklesia or chosen
of God. Paul wrote, "For you
yourselves,
brethren,
know
our
entrance in unto you, that it was not in
vain, but even after that we had

suffered before and were shamefully
treated at Philippi, we were bold in our
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God to speak unto you the gospel of
God..." (1 Thessalonians 2:1-2).
So we see that it was as a result of

preaching the gospel to them, and their
acceptance of it, that Paul was able to
call them the "ekklesia" or "chosen" of

God. That it was God's good news, not
man's, is clearly shown by the words:
"But as we were allowed of God to be

put in trust with the gospel, even so we
speak; not as pleasing men, but God,
which trieth our hearts" (verse 4).
Verse 13 makes this even clearer: "For
this cause we thank (Jod without

ceasing, because, when ye received the
word of (jod which ye heard of us, ye
received it not as the word of men, but
as it is in truth, the word ofGod, which
effectually worketh also in you that
believe" (see Article 1).
Notice also that the use of the word

"brethren" indirectly shows that they
had entered into a relationship,
consequent upon the preaching of the

gospel. Could not this relationship be
connected to the relationship with
Christ and God referred to in our last
article?

Note also the authorship of the
gospel or good news. It was the gospel
of God. It is also called "the gospel of
Christ" (2 Thessalonians 1:8). It was

the same gospel, spoken through the
Christ, who came to do his Father's will

(John 5:30; 6:38), and to speak what his
Father had taught him (John 8:28).
What was this Gospel?
It is natural to enquire what was this
gospel (or good news), preached by Paul
and the other apostles, obedience to
which brings the promise of salvation.

Surely it involved belief, as we saw
in previous articles—belief in a risen

Christ. This is clearly shown by the
words, "For if we believe that Jesus

died and rose again..." (1 Thessa
lonians 4:14). Could anything be
clearer than that this is the good news,
and the main object of the Christian
belief? Not only that, but the words
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that follow (verses 14-18) give the
answer to our fourth question: "What is

"Count your many blessings, name

the salvation to which Paul refers?"
More about this and other soul-

Count your many blessings, see

searching questions in our next article.
In the meantime, here are some more
Exercises in Belief

Matthew 24:31; 36-44; 1 Peter 3:18-22;
1 Thessalonians 5:9-10; 2 Thes-

them one by one,
what God hath done!"

Let us unite to thank God for the

innumerable gifts of His love, for the
small and the great, the earthly and
the spiritual. Let us pray for an ever-

grateful soul.

-Selected.

salonians 1:7-10; 2:8-14.
W. BROWN

(To be continued)

AM I TRULY GRATEFUL?
Bible Thought: "Let the peace of Christ
rule in your hearts to the which also ye
were called in one body; and be ye
thankful!" (Col. 3:15).

He couldn't speak before a crowd;
He couldn't teach a class;

But when he came to Sunday school.
He brought the folks en masse.
He couldn't sing to save his life;
In public he couldn't pray,
But always his 'jalopy' was
Just crammed on each Lord's Day.

And though he could not sing nor teach

How pitiful the sight of a leper with
his body slowly decaying. But how
much more pitiful the spectacle of the
ungrateful soul. Is not this story a

Nor could he lead in prayer;
He listened well, he had a smile.
And he was always there
with all the others whom he brought

tremendous challenge to all of us?

Along from near and far.
And God's work prospered greatly
Through that consecrated car.

Then, ask yourself the question, "Am I
truly grateful?"
"Am I truly grateful for eyes to see

Can this be said of your car, or mine?

and ears to hear?" - RememlDer Helen

Keller, who could neither see nor hear!

THE CHURCH AND IT'S

"Am I truly grateful for hands to
work with?" - On my desk there is a

calendar with pictures painted by
artists who have no hands! They work

MISSION
"He that winneth souls is wise"
(Prov. 11:30)

"Am I truly grateful for my legs that

WE plead for the original apostolic
gospel and its positive institutions. If
the great apostles Peter and Paul - the

will take me wherever I want to go?" -

former to the Jews and the latter to the

Think of the cripples that cannot walk

(jentiles - announced the true gospel of

for seemingly endless years.

the grace of God, shall we hesitate a

with feet or mouth.

"Am I truly grateful for my daily
bread?" - There are many millions of

hungry people in our world!

moment on the propriety ^and the

necessity, divinely imposed upon us, of
preaching the same gospel which they
preached, and in advocating the same

"Am I truly grateful for the night's

institutions which they established,

rest?" - Consider the men and women
who are unable to sleep for many

direction of the Holy Spirit? Can we

nights!

Questions without end. Who can look
into the mirror of God's Word without

blushing? How much do we just take
for granted?

under the plenary inspiration and

improve upon their institutions and
enactments?

What

means

that

singular

imperative
enunciated
by
the
evangelical prophet Isaiah (Isa. 8),
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"Bind up the testimony, seal the law
among my disciples?" What were its

antecedents Hearken! The prophet had
just foretold. He, the subject of this
oracle, viz.: "The desire of all nations,"
was coming to be a sanctuary; but not a
sanctuary alone, but for a stone of

stumbling and a rock of offence (as at
this day) to both the houses of Israel for a gin and for a snare to the

Or pelt him with words or stones.
Unless you are sure, yea doubly sure.
That you have no sins or your own.
For you know, perhaps, if Satan's voice
Should whisper as softly to you

As it did to him, whenhe went astray,
'Twould cause you to falter too.

inhabitants of Jerusalem.

NEWS FROM
THE CHURCHES

The Church, therefore, of right is,
and ought to be, a great missionary
society. Her parish is the whole earth,
from sea to sea, and from the
Euphrates to the last domicile of man.
ALEXANDER CAMPBELL (ex
tract) of speech to the American

Christian Missionary Society,
Cincinnati, 1860).

"THE thoughtless are rarely wordless."
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CHANGE OF PREMISES
THE church at Haddington have had to
vacate the Town House for February
and March (due to renovations), and
during that period will be meeting at
the rear of The Com Exchange,
Haddington (a stone's throw from the
Town House).

Ruth Nisbet, Sec.

"COMMON sense is the most
uncommon thing in the world".

Zaire: We visited Zaire (formerly the

FAULT FINDING

Congo) in January 1983. There are now
some 300-plus congregations trying to

PRAY don't find fault with the man

Who limps or stumbles along the
road.

Unless you have worn the shoes he
wears

Or struggled beneath his load.

be churches of Christ. The work-load of
teaching the way of the Lord more

perfectly is phenomenal. Really, we
could benefitfrom another missionary,
to help out, who is an experienced Bible
teacher.

Chester Woodhall

There may be tacks in his shoes that

Box 22297,
Kitwe, Zambia.

hurt

Though hidden away from view,
And the burden he bears, placed on you
now.

Might cause you to stumble too.
Don't sneer at the man who is down

today,
Unless you have felt the blow
That caused his fall, or felt the shame
That only the fallen know.

You may be strong, but still the blows
That were his, if dealt to you
In the self-same way at the self-same
time

Might cause you to stagger too.
Don't, be too harsh with the man who
sins

II

OBITUARY

III

Kirkcaldy: On 17th Januaiy, 1983,
our beloved sister Peggy Darroch
(Watters) went to be with her Lord.
During her lifetime she was a tireless

worker, helpingand teachingpeople in
a loving Christian manner. Despite
health problems in her last 15years, or
so, she laboured on as best she could

and has earned her rest. Although we
will miss her we know that she will
receive the reward of the faithful.
Robt. Hughes
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THANKS
Sister Betty Gardiner of 82-lMaai

Street, Pathhead, would like tji,ajik
all those who sent kind letters, carifs,
and made telephone enquiries, during
her recent spell in hospital, and since.

ANNIVERSARY MEETING

AJtol^'spCIAL

The TraStent ^ur(^ intend holding
their AiSal mciaL God willing, on
19th MA^H ^4 if;m. in the Dining
Hall of']^M?e^^f*rimary School.

Speal^& oi^^his-occasion will be
Ian Davlfe^n,^otl6rwell, and John
DodsleyriMi3y=fras

Come and join us for a time of rich
The church at Brighton intend holding fellowship.
(God willing) their Anniversary

Meeting at Brighton on 9th April,
1983, at 6.30 p.m. Tea is at 5 p.m. No WAR MAKES SIN APPEAR
RIGHT

other details.

PEOPLE accept the theory that "all
things are fair in love and war," Every
ANNUAL SOCIAL
advantage is taken in war to whip the
God willing, the Annual Social of the enemy. All kinds of deception are
church at Buckie will take place in the practised; anything to put the enemy
off guard.

meeting-place on;
JUNE 4th at 3 p.m.

Is this what the Lord wants His

Chairman — W. Strachan

children to do? If so, what is the good of
listening to what the New Testament

Speaker — A. Marsden (Wigan)
All Welcome

says? In time of peace we would not
dare to do what is done in war. Sin is

THE WORTH OF A SOUL sin, whether in war or in peace.
H. M. Phillips
GO and try to save a soul and you will
see how well it is worth saving, how

capable of the most complete salvation.
Not by pondering about it nor by
talking of it, but by saving it you learn

its pi%i6usness.
—
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Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning.
VOL.51 No.7

JULY 1983

THE LOST BOOK
THE Church Of Scotland have just recently concluded another General Assembly
in Edinburgh. The Panel On Doctrine have, in their Report on Baptism, rejected
the concept of'second Baptism' and reaffirmed the Kirk's belief in infant baptism.
This Report was triggered by the fact that last year the Assembly had heard of the
'second baptism' of one of their clergymen in Caithness (Rev. Ronald Riach) who,
after studying the New Testament on baptism, got a local elder to immerse him in
the sea. The Kirk has dubbed Mr Riach as a 'heretic' but stopped short of having
him excommunicated. This is what the Kirk does to people who study their New
Testaments and who try and follow what they read there. There is, however,
concern in the ranks of the Church Of Scotland over a drop in membership last
year of 20,000 and this has prompted a small group of the clergy to plead for 'old-

time evangelism' and to leave aside their constant pre-occupation with p^olitics
and nuclear weapons. In all the deliberations of the 'Kirk' the scriptures are
rarely mentioned and seldom invoked as being authoritative in matters of
controversy. Brethren lay great store by 'Christian Colleges and religious
seminaries yet the several hundred clergymen who attend the Assembly, and who
place scant store on the New Testament, are not poorly educated 'laymen' but
highly educated theologians - products of the most 'scholarly' Bible Colleges in
the country, including New College, Edinburgh. These are the very men who
nullify the influence of the very book they are pledged to uphold. These are the
very men who have watered down the gospel message and who have, by casting
doubts upon the reliability of the Bible, have damaged its integrity and rendered
it a lost book.

Publishers keep telling us that the Bible is perennially the 'Best Seller'
amongst books but, given the sad moral state of the world, one has to wonder
what becomes of all the bibles. Satan certainly seems to have been most

successful at smothering the effect God intended the Bible to have. I suppose that
in almost every home there is a copy of the Holy Bible but perhaps it is kept
mainly as a 'good luck' charm and rarely read. Some are to be seen on sideboards
perhaps with a pot-plant on top, and some are mostly unseen, tucked away with
some old faded photographs in the bottom of a drawer. The average working man
jumps out of bed in the morning, gulps down his breakfast and is so busy with
life's whirl that when he returns in the evening he flops into an easy-chair to
watch the offerings on his T. V. set; eventually dragging himselfoff to bed - only to
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repeat the process the following day. His bible gathers dust sind Satan rejoices.
The Bible is therefore, effectively lost to the world for an unread bible is equal to
no bible at all. But God's Word has been lost before - recall, for instance, the case
of Josiah.
Josiah

Josiah's right to God's 'Hall of Fame' is truely undeniable. His wonderful
works are described in 11Kings 22 & 23 but presaged by a spectacular prophecy in
1 Kings 13. Crowned king at the tender age of eight years (in troublous times) he
began, after becoming 16 years, a far-reaching purge of all the idolatrous
wickedness in the country and a complete national religious reformation. He

pulled down the graven images and altars of Baal, destroyed the groves, and put
many of the pagan priests to the sword, burning their very bones, and literally
grinding their altars to powder. Amongst the people of God idoltry had become
rife and well entrenched, even within the temple. Having accomplished this
purge he turned his attention to the restoration of the temple itself and it was
while the rebuilding work was going on that a book was found amongst the rubble
and dust. Closer examination of the volume revealed that it was a copy of God's
law to Israel and Josiah was so anguished when he-had read its contents that he
rent his clothes and commanded a public reading of the book to his entire nation.
He realised how far God's people had strayed from the standards set in the book
and sought counsel with Hulda the prophetess "..For great is the wrath of the
Lord that is kindled against us, because our Fathers have not hearkened unto the
words of this book, to do according unto all that which is written concerning us."
When Josiah made a public reading of the book to the entire nation, "... all the
people stood to the covenant." Josiah's restoration movement, based on the
contents of this book of the law, was an unqualified success for we read, "And all
his days the people departed not from following the Lord". And so Josiah, while
refurbishing the temple, found an old scroll with which he was able to reform a
nation.

How Lost?

"But", someone says, "the bible cannot be lost if there are millions ofcopies in
the world". This rather like the words of the little boy who, while looking over the
side of the ship, asked his Father, "Is a thing lost ifI know where it is?" His father
replied, "No, of course not" to which the little boy responded, 'Then your watch
isn't lost because I know where it is". "And where is it?" asked the anxious father.

"Down there on the bottom of the sea" replied the little fcoy. Childish humour no
doubt, but it is still true that many things are lost albeit we know where they are.
The Bible certainly falls into this category. The scriptures can be lost:-

(1) By Neglect: Obviously Josiah's father and grandfather had neglected to read
their personal cppy of God's word; probably far too busy with the afTairs of
state. In the hurly-burly of these present times many days can pass between
readings of the scriptures and man must really 'make time' and set it part,
inviolate, each day, for Bible reading. "Give attention to reading" says Paul.
(2) By Misunderstanding: We must 'rightly divide' the word of truth. Many of us
read the scriptures regularly but misunderstand them. Some read the Old
Testament believing that its statutes and laws are binding on us today. Jesus
said to some, "Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures". The Bible is lost to those
who misunderstand the scriptures. Some things we shall never fully
understand but we must learn to rightly handle the Word of God.

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

99

(3) BySubstitution: Jesusoften charged theJewish lawyers ofHis day ofhaving
nullified God's law by supplanting it with the traditions of the elders. God's

word was made of none effect because they overlaid it with their own,
grievous, commandments (over 300 such commandments). In our own day
there are those who have replaced the Bible with other books which better suit

their particular purpose; e.g. 'New World' translation of J.W.'s; the Book of
Mormon; the Apocrypha etc. etc. To all such, the Bible is a lost book.

(4) ByMutilation: InJer. 36we read that when Jehudi read God's will (through
Jeremiah) to King Jehoiakim he only got as far as three or four pages when
the king snatched the book, cut it up with a penknife and threw it into the fire

in the hearth. There are many modem Jehoiakim's amongst us today who
mutilate (Jod's word bycutting outthe unpopular parts. When Stephen spoke
God's truth totheJews theystuck theirfingers intheirearsandgnashed upon
him with their teeth. Man is basically unchanged, albeit a little more subtle in
his response to God's truth, but still closes his ears to unpalatable facts in the
scriptures andstill weilds the scissors ofprejudice andignorance. 2,000 years
ago God closed the Book and to it nothing can be added or taken away.
(5) By Misrepresentation: Who can calculate the damage done to God's word
over the years by Higher Criticism? Who can possible estimate the damage
caused by the clergy and theologians who have cast doubts upon the veracity
of the bible by their basic refusal to accept its infallibility and Divine
inspiration? They have castdoubts upon such matters as Adam and Eve; the

Garden ofEden; theflood; thecrossing ofthe Red Sea; theswallowing ofJonah

by the great fish; the virgin birth of Christ; the miracles of Jesus and the

resurrection. How can the common people be expected to exhibit, §imple
acceptance ofthe authenticity ofthe Bible when the highly educated clergy
are very reluctant to do so? The force of God's word has been completely
quenched by such mischievous expressions of doubt, and once again Satan
rejoices.
Continual Restoration

These are but a few ofthe more obvious causes ofthe Bible being a lost book
today, butofcourse there are many others. Ifhistory tells us anything it tells us
thatrestoration must be a continual process. Just as weeds grow in the best-kept
gardens and barnacles collect on the bottoms of the best boats, so does rubbish
collect in the attics of even the best homes. Every so often a 'Spring clean' is
required. Every generation needs a Josiah - one who will tear down the graven
images and altars to Baalerected byprevious generations. Each generation must
be prepared to critically examine the spiritual legacy left by the previous
generation and be prepared to amputate anything not in harmony with God's

word. Just as Noah's Ark would collect a few barnacles the church is likely to
collect a few malpractices and we must be clever enough to recognise them and
honest enough to remove them. Brethren talk about the 'Restoration Movement'

in the past tense as if it was a 'one-ofF historical moment ofa century ago, but
surely it should be a continuous process - surely a question of constant
introspection and examination. This svirely is to be preferred to the philosophy
which takes pride and pleasure in the claim that 'Churches Of Christ are the
fastest growing denomination in the country.' Most denominations can claim
large numbers. Indeed the Church Of the Scotland loses more members in one

year(20,000 last year) than we shall ever have in many decades to come. They
lose them because they have lost their way and lost The Book.
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Surely it would be tragically sad if we too lost our way, and lost touch with
the claim of the Restoration Movement that "We speak only where the Bible
speaks andare silentwhere the Bible issilent." It is a noble claim butobviously a
difficult one for men to stick to. Will churches of Christ ever lose touch with the

claim and become just another denomination - or has it happened already?
History shows that it was not the 'rank-and-file' members of the Church Of

Scotland who led it so far astray from God's Book, but it was the highly trained
professional clergy; products of colleges and theological seminaries - elite men
committed and paid to upholdGod's truth. "If you can't beat them, join them" is a

popular philosophy which abounds today and it certainly makes for a quiet and
comfortable existence, but surely the spirit ofyoung Josiah is not entirelydeadin
the church? Is it?
EDITOR

IN THE TIME OF TROUBLE
"FOR in the time of trouble He shall hide me." Psalm 27:5.

Allexperience trouble ofsome sort or another. Some people are called upon to
endure morethan others. Tosome, molehills are mountains; to others,mountains
are molehills. It depends entirely upon the frame of mind we are in.

The waters oftrouble had passedoverthe Psalmist; oneday shallow, another
day very deep, yet through them he had learned God's care and benefits. "God is
our refuge and strength, a very present help in touble," he declares. "In the time
of trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion; in the secret of His tabernacle shall

He hide me; He shall set me upon a rock". Jesus came to share our troubles,
temptations, afflictionsand woes, enduring upon the crossthe greatest trial ofall.
His resurrection from the dead declares His victory over them all. Because He
overcame we also shall overcome through active faith in Him.

"God is our refuge and our strength,
A present help is He;
To share our troubles He endured

The cross of Calvary."

God promises strength in the time oftrouble. Note, weare notexempted from
trouble, but we have onewith us whose strength willnot only helpus to endure,
but also toovercome ourtroubles. How wretched is the one who hasnone to help,
to confide in, to trust. How happy the child of God who has been promised
strength for the time of adversity, of sickness, grief, pain and death. Paul affirms

"My Gk)d shall supplyall your needsthrough Hisrichesin glory, byChristJesus."
What a wonderful example Jesus is to us. He did not give in when trouble
came, but committed Himself to the task His father had given Him to perform,
and received from God the Father strength, and glory and honour. Jesus
conquered Satan, and in Him we shall achieve our victory.
"His perfect strength He will supply
To meet my every need.
E'en though temptation I endure
The victory's His indeed."

How often the happenings of our daily lives cause us to doubt. To ask the
inevitable question "Why". Should we really claim immunity from all the woes of
life simply because we are God's children? Is it not because we are His that Satan
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hurls his fiery dart at us. David knew this. He was the Lord's anointed, and yet
was constantly in fear of his life from Saul. Over and over again his confidence in

God shines through. "God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in
trouble; Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the
mountains be carried into the midst of the sea." The things of earth may be
shaken and removed, but the things of God cannot. "He is my fortress, I fly to Him
and I am safe. He is my rock; with Him as my foundation I cannot be moved. If
this was the confidence of one who lived in a world of promise, what should be our
state when God has visited us in the person ofJesus Christ His Son? The things of
earth may perplex, disturb and annoy us, cause us grief, anxiety and distress, but
active faith in Jesus through the application of His word will help us to overcome
and strengthen our resolve to serve Him in sincerity and truth.
"The earth may move, the mountains shake,
Yet I will faithful be;
For He's my fortress and my rock.
And He will watch O'er me."

What then should be our objective? To allow the abiding spirit of Jesus to
reign in our hearts, to govern, control and sustain us through all the changing
scenes of life. To look no longer upon the visible things of earth which one day will
pass away with a great noise; but upon the unseen things of God, for these work

out for us a far more exceeding weight of glory, for these are the lasting things.
Let us rejoice in the day of trouble, that we have an ever present Saviour to
help us in the hour of need. One who has by Himself been tested and tried in all
points, like we are, and yet has successfully overcome all trials, troubles and
temptations, and is thus able to help, strengthen, encourage and support those
who put their trust in Him.
"So on I'll go till life shall end
Depending on His grace;
Troubles may come and cares arise
But I shall see His face."

"In time of trouble He will be

Close by my side to encourage me.
Whether my troubles be large or small,
He'll stay with me through them all."
TOM KEMP, Wigan

GLEANINGS

"Let her glean even among the sheaves." Ruth 2:15
BELIEVE ALL THE BIBLE!

"President Garfield visited the Metropolitan Tabernacle with great interest in
1867, and the Journal published after his death says - "C.H.Spurgeon evidently
proceeded upon the assumption that the Bible ... All the Bible ... in its very words
and phrases is the Word of God, and that a microscopic examination of it will
reveal ever opening beauties and blessings."
TAKING THE BIBLE APART!

"In conversation with a deacon of a coloured church, a friend asked him if he liked

the new pastor. He said, "Not berry much." And being asked the reason why,
replied, "Well, I'll tell yer how it is. He's de best man I ebber seed to take de Bible
apart, but he dunno how to put it togedder again."
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WHAT, THEN, IS CHRISTIANITY?

"We admit that, as popularly used, the word "Christianity" often includes more in
many directions, and sometimes less in other directions, than is authorised by
Christ. Amid this varied mixture commonly called Christianity, we would lay

down the discriminating principle, "What Christ taught, instituted, or
authorised, can be learned from the New Testament, and from no other source;
hence of all that mass teaching, and of institutions, which disfigure Christendom
today, we distinguish as Christianity strictly so called that which is sanctioned by
the New Testament."

L.O.
OUR TASK

"Let us then return to the good old way, abandon every humanism, and with all
our powers struggle for the restoration of original Christianity, the only efficient
instnmaentality for the thorough civilisation of our now but partially civilised
race. Let all who would become philanthropists indeed, determine to restore

original Christianity, to walk in the good old paths, and consent only to call that
system Christian which bears the stamp ofChrist's own authority."
D.K.
FAITH

"If we could know everything as certainly as we know how many fingers we have,
or that two and two make four, there would be no need for faith. Life would tick on

as regularly - and as drearily - as a clock which never needed winding. But life is
not like that. Every day men and women do many things without knowing with
certainty what will be the result of doing those things because they have faith in
somebody or something. Let us take an example. When you board a train to make
a journey, you do not know that you will arrive safely at your destination. You
know that there are such things as railway accidents, but this does not stop you
fi'om travelling by train. Why doesn't it? Because you have faith in the
platelayers, signalmen, engine-drivers and others; you believe that they are
competent to do their respective jobs, and more than that, you trust them, you
rely on them. Faith means both of these things - beliefand trust. The railways are
only one example. Every day we have faith in bridges, tunnels, bus drivers, our
fellow workers and in many, many other persons and things. Indeed, so vitally
important is faith in our every day life, that if everybody ceased to have faith in
everything, human activity would come to a standstill. Faith is just as important
in our religious life. One inspired writer has said that "without faith it is
impossible to please God." (Hebrews 11:6). Faith in God, like all other faith means
belief and trust. We must believe that there is a God, and we must trust Him

absolutely."

T.M.
FEEDING HIS FLOCK

"I will fed my flock." - Ezekiel 34:15

"We need to be fed. Even when we are bom again we are only babes in Christ. We

have got quality of life; we lack quantity, the forceful, irresistible, abundant life
which filled to the full the channels of the Christ. How are we going to gain the

abundance? It is largely a matter of diet. "I will feed My flock.' We are to be fed
into maturity by the bread of life. But how various are the forms of bread which
the gracious Providence employs! He suits the bread to the precise condition of
our needs. 'Thou givest them their meat in due season;' Yes, 'in due season; at the
right time the right kind of bread. The Lord's feeding of His children is tenderly
discriminating, and to bring us to maturity He uses very varied breads.
J.H.Jowett.

Selected by LEONARD MORGAN.
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Conducted by
Alf Mai-sden

"How can God be three in one?"

I must confess that I do not know how God can be three in one. Similarly, I do not

know how the Holy Spirit can in-dwell millions of Christians at one and the same
time. But I do know that God in His nature can be Omnipotent, Omnipresent, and
Omniscient, and it is from this standpoint that we must proceed so that we can

trace the manifestations of God as His Word reveals them.
Necessity for Explanation

The controversy over the nature of the Godhead has raged from the first
century A.D. even to now, so we need to be very careful of what we say, and this
necessitates saying only those things for which there is Scriptural warrant, and
which do not rely on speculation or spiritualisation, i.e., let us stick to the facts as
they are presented to us.
There seems to be no doubt at all that before the Incarnation of the Lord there

was a strong monotheistic inheritance which had been carried over from the Old
Testament; this is embodied in the Credo given in Deuteronomy, Hear, O Israel;
The Lord our God is one Lord" (Deut, 6:4). After the Incarnation of Christ, and

with the advent of the Holy Spirit, there was a necessity for a radically changed

viewpoint. Many ofthe Jews, ofcourse,were still rootedfirmlyin the traditions of
their Old Testament Fathers, and could not accept Jesus as Messiah. But to,the
Greco-Roman world explanations of otherwise incomprehensible phenomena (to
them) had to be given, and we are indebted to the Apostles Paul and John for

precisestatements concerning what we knowtodayas the teaching relating to the
Godhead; some would refer to this as the Doctrine of the Trinity, but there is no

Scriptural warrant for this term which is a purely theological term, and is not
found anywhere in the Bible. The name 'Trinity' is applied to the peculiarly
Christian idea of the Godhead, in which, within the unity of the Godhead, three
distinct 'persons' are identified.
Modalism

This doctrine, taught by some in the early days of Christianity, needs a little

explanation so that we knowwhat it means. Maybe somepeople still subscribeto
it today.

Modalism represents the Father, Son and Holy Spirit as three modes of the
self-disclosure of God. They are not as distinct within the being of God. Therefore,
this doctrine teaches that God came to earth merely in a different mode; i.e., in a
different manner or fashion when He came as Christ and as the Holy Spirit. Now

you will understand that this doctrine precludes the idea ofJesus being the Only
Begotten Son, and denies the distinct Personality of the HolySpirit. So Modalism
does not offer an adequate explanation of what the Apostles term tliC Godhead,
indeed, the Council of Nicea (325 A.D.) stated what was to become a crucial
formula, i.e., the Son is "of the same essence as the Father", but the statement
said little about the Holy Spirit.
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The Divine Unity

When we speak about the Divine Unity weare not referring to mere temporal
manifestations or modes, nor are we thinking in terms of three Gods (Tritheism);
the Bible nowhere teaches this. As a matter of fact, Paul says in his first letter to

Corinth, "As concerning therefore the eating of those things that are offered in
sacrifice to idols, we know that the idol is nothing in the world, and that there is
none other God but one. For though there be that are called gods, whether in
heaven or in earth (as there be gods many, and lords many), But to us there is but
one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus,

by whom are all things, and we by him" (1 Cor. 8:4-6). Similarly James, "Thou
believest that there is one God; thou doest well, the devils also believe, and
tremble" (James 2:19). In view of these two statements, we cannot look upon

Jesus as a 'person' with a separate independent existance, but we see Him in the
Divine essence of the Godhood, the essential Personality of God Himself; in Him,

says Paul, "dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily" (Col. 2:9).
The phrase 'the fulness of God' is an interesting one. The Bible asserts quite
definitely that there is One God, so whatever is in the Divine nature of the One
Godmust also be present in what comprises the Godhead. Nowwe know that Paul
has stated that in Jesus all the 'fulness' of the Godhead dwelt bodily, i.e.,

corporeally,which according to the word used in Col. 2:9 means tangibly, visibly,
physically. Furthermore, in his Ephesian letter Paul states, "And to know the
love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the
fulness of God" (Eph 3:19). Therefore, to be filled with Christ means to be filled
with the fulness of God. Christ dwells in our hearts by faith; the Holy Spirit takes

up residence in our lives when we become God'schildren; God is our Father, and
underneath are the Everlasting arms. When we know Christ, we know God in the
completeness of His Being, for, says Paul, "it pleased the Father that in Him
should all fulness dwell" (Col. 1:19).

If the foregoing is true, which it undoubtedly is, then we ought to be able to
find the perfect co-ordination of the Godhead relative to the most important
aspect of Divine Revelation, i.e. Salvation, and indeed we do. In what the Church
knows as the Great Commission we have Christ saying to His Apostles, "All

power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye, therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you:
and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world" (Matt. 28:18-20).
Also, in invoking a Benediction on the saints at Corinth, Paul says, "The grace of
the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
be with you all. Amen" (2 Cor. 13:14).
The Only Begotten Son

What sort of glory did John and his fellow-Apostles see when they say Jesus?
John says, "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld
his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth"
(John 1:14 A.V.) The Englishman's Greek New Testament renders part of that
verse as 'a glory as of an only begotten with a Father'. The Greek word PARA,
which means 'with' or 'from', indicates that John is not making earthly

comparisons but stating the unique, eternal relationship which the Son had with
the Father before the foundation of the world. There are some people who think

that Jesus was merely a man who became the Son of God at His Incarnation.
Nothing, according to the Word, could be further from the truth. John goes on,
"No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom
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of the Father, he hath declared Him" (1:18). This expresses the eternal and
essential relationship which Jesus had in the Godhead with His Father. Surely
we do a grave injustice to the Lord when we lookupon Him as a subordinated and

down-graded Christ of God. God sent no angel to this earth, but His Only
Begotten Son in Whom resided all the fulness of the Godhead.
The Holy Spirit

The Personality of the Holy Spirit is testified to by John also. In John 14:26
we read, "But the Comforter, which is the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send

in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you". It is interesting to note the
interplay of essentiality in the Godhead by what Jesus said, "But when the

Comforter is come, whom I will send untoyou from the Father,even the Spirit of
truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify ofme"(15:26). Spiritual
fulness satisfiesour deepest needs. Thefulness of(jodis as much applicable to the
Holy Spirit as it is to Christ. He will see to it that we get all we need for the true
consumation of our new life in Christ Jesus, as Paul put it, "For this cause we

also, since the day we heard it, donot cease to pray foryou, and to desire that ye
might be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual
understanding" (Col. 1:9).

Yes, the Holy Spirit fills this part of the work of the (jodhead in teaching,
guiding, spiritually motivating, and leading us into wisdom and spiritual
understanding.
Summary
What, then, have we learned? Well, we know that there is One (Jod and not

three. Wealsoknow that the Son and the HolySpirit are not merely modes ofthe
self-disclosure of God, but that even in the One God they have distinct
Personalities and are of the essential Personality of God Himself. We know that

the Godhead expresses the Eternal WillofGod Himself, and that through and by
the Son and the Holy Spirit we know (lod in the completeness of His Being. We
know that all of this is for our Salvation and eternal well-being. And wonder of
wonders, we know that the child of God becomes a partaker of the Divine Nature.
Is there more that we need?

(Allquestions, please toAlfMarsden,377BillingeRoad, Hayfield, Wigan, Lanes.)

STRENGTH UNDER PERFECT
CONTROL
Opposite St. Giles in Edinburgh's famous Royal Mile are the City Chambers. The
building was originally erected in 1753 as the Royal Exchange, the architect
being John Fergus, working to the design of the celebrated John Adam. In the
centre of the piazza, is the statue of Alexander taming his horse, Bucephalus, by

Sir John Steell. It is ^ magnificient piece of sculpture.
Andrew R. Burn in his book "ALEXANDER THE GREAT AND THE

MIDDLE EAST" touches upon this famous taming episode. Alexander was in his
boyhood. The colt was certainly a fine looking creature, but very nervous and
unmanageable, and not worth the sale price of thirteen talents (then seventy
eight thousand day wages) as far as Alexander's father Philip was concerned. The
young Alexander, however, thought differently, and asked to prove his point.
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Burn narrates: "Alexander went quietly out to the horse, took hold of his
bridle-rein and turned his face towards the sun.... Alexander stood for a few

moments stroking and patting him.... he moved from the horse's head to his neck;

patted him on the shoulder, rested his hand there and witha springwassuddenly
seated astride him. Still in no hurry, he sat there for a few moments, gently,

feeling his mouth, and then, with a word and a pressure of his heel, set him in
motion. Bucaphalus went offheadlong, with the tremendous acceleration that his
owner had promised,leaving Philip standing in anxious silence, while Alexander
and the horse disappeared over the plain in a cloudofdust.... Once Alexander had
gone a few hundred yards, the battle was won. The horse, with the freshness
taken out of him, revealed himself as the fine, sensitive animal which had been
promised, and which Alexander was to love for many years. It was not many
minutes before Alexander, laughing and proud, came back at a more moderate

pace,the horse, nowapparently a reformed character, answering willingly to the
rein."

Bucephalus had been tamed - a dramatic change indeed. The ancient Greeks
had a word for this. To them, a horse which was once wild but which had become
obedient to bit and to the bridle was PRAUS. In English, PRAUS is MEEK - so
translated, three times, in fact, in the New Testament Scriptures.

There is a great lesson here. A lot of people today equate meekness with
weakness. They could not be more wrong. Yes, there is a gentleness in PRAUS,
but behind the gentleness there is the strength of steel. And the supreme
characteristic of the man who is PRAUS is that he is the man who is under perfect

control. William Barclay has said; "It is not a spineless gentleness, a sentimental
fondness, a passive quietism. It is a strength under control. Numbers 12:3tells us
that Moses was the 'meekest' man upon the earth, but the same Moses was a man
who could act with decision and blaze with anger when the occasion arose."

But there is something important to add. No man can attain such perfect
control by himself and his own efforts. The man who is PRAUS is not the man
who is perfectly SELF-controlled, he is the man who is perfectly GOD-controlled.
That strength, indeed that perfect mastery, is given by God alone.
The next time you see a horse, dear reader, think of that incident with
Alexander and Bucephalus, think of the strength under control, and think of
meekness. Reflect too on these passages:

"Blessed are the MEEK; for they shall inherit the earth" (Matthew 5:5).

"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, MEEKNESS, temperance: against such there is no law" (Galatians 5:2223).

"Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness,
humbleness of mind, MEEKNESS, long-suffering, bearing with one another, and
forgiving one another...." (Colossians 3:12-13).
IAN DAVIDSON, Motherwell.

MISCELLANY
for

Spurgeon tells of a poor old woman

righteouensss, but to those who hunger

whom one of the church members

and thirst for it and would sell all to

gain it (as the famishing would sell all

visited to bring a little financial help.
He got no answer, however, when he

other things for bread) that the
promise is made, "They shall be filled."

back door, but all was still.

IT is not to those

who

wish

knocked at the door. He went to the
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would answer their own question.

SCRIPTURE
READINGS

Remember, John had declared that
he was the fore-runner of the Messiah.

"I indeed baptize you with water unto
repentance, but He that is coming after

AUGUST 1983
7—Ezek. 24:6-27
Luke 19:28-48
14—Zech. 9
Luke 20:1-26
21—Psa.llO & 111
Luke 20:27-47

.28—Ezra. 6:1-19

Luke 21:1-19

THE ENTRY OF THE KING

THE entry of Jesus into Jerusalem was
indeed a dramatic one. There could be

no mistaking its meaning — the
Messiah, God's Anointed King had
come. Zechariah the prophet in the 5th
century B.C. had declared: "Rejoice
greatly, 0 daughter of Zion; shout, O
daughter of Jelrisalem: behold, your
King is coming to you; he is just and
having salvation, lowly and riding on
an ass, a colt the foal of an ass."

(Zechariah 9:9). The prophecy was now
being fulfilled.
Why did Jesus ride on an ass and not
on a horse? The answer is very simple.

Only in war did kings ride upon a
horse; when they came in peace they
rode upon an ass. Jesus came as a King
of peace and love.
Luke tells us that many spread their
garments in the way of the colt.
Matthew, Mark and John reveal that

the branches of palm trees were also
cast down. "This was a common way of
testifying joyful and triumphant
feeling", says Albert Barnes.
John

said of this

incident:

"His

disciples did not understand these
things at first; but when Jesus was
glorified, then they remembered that
these things were written about Him
and that they had done these things to
Him."

By What Authority?
To those chief priests, scribes and
elders
who
questioned
Jesus's
authority, Jesus responded by putting
a simple question to them: "The
baptism ofJohn, was it from heaven, or
of men?" Their answer to this question

me is mightier than I, whose sandals I

am not worthy to carry: He will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit and fire"
(Matthew

3:11).

If

these

men

acknowledged that John's authority
was divine then it followed that they
had also to agree that Jesus was the
Messiah, because John had said so. But

if they denied it, they were in real
trouble with the people. In the end,
they refused to answer, because they
refused to face the truth. William
Barclay has written: "To face the truth
may confront a man with a sore and

difficult situation; but to refuse to face

it confronts him with a tangle out of
which there is no escape. The
emissaries of the Pharisees refused to

face the truth, and they had to with
draw finstrated and discredited with
the crowd."

The Parable of the Wicked Tenants

At the conclusion of this parable, the
chief priests and the scribes sought to
lay hands on Jesus because they knew
He had spoken it against them. Once
again, the truth hurt.

A passage to read in the light of this
parable is Isaiah 5:1-7. There, the
vineyard is clearly defined as the house
of Israel. Here, the vineyard is also the
nation of Israel. The tenants are the

rulers.
prophets

The
who

messengers ^re
were

all

the

rejected,

persecuted and killed (Luke 13:34).
The beloved son is Jesus Himself. And

the condemnation is that "the kingdom
of God will be taken from you and
given to a nation bearing the fruits of
it" (Matthew 21:43).

An important point to note in this
passage is the fact that the hearers
condemned themselves out of their own

mouths. Verse 16 is their own reply. A
study of Matthew's record will confirm
this.
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The quotation about the stone which
the builders rejected comes from Psalm
118:22,23. R.C. Trench wrote of this
subject: "The reason why Jesus leaves
for a moment the image of the
vineyard, is because of its inadequacy
to set forth one important part of truth,
that the malice of the Pharisees should

not defeat the purpose of God, — that
the son should yet be Heir". This stone
is clearly identified by Peter as Jesus
(Acts 4:10-12 and 1 Peter 2).
Caesar and God

Jesus, when he lived on earth, lived
in enemy-occupied territory. Palestine
was part of that vast Roman empire
which, by Jesus's day, had conquered
most of the then-known world. At the

summit of the empire stood the
emporor or Caesar. And with the
Caesar was a Cult of the Caesar, a

The Saducees' Question
The Saducees were a Jewish group

quite different fi-om the Pharisees. For
example, unlike the Pharisees they did
not believe in the resurrection fom the

dead or in angels and spirits. The
question they put to Jesus pertained to
levirate marriage (Deuteronomy 25).
This, they thought, showed the
ridiculousness

it?" "Caesar's". In the ancient world

the sign of kingship was the issue of
currency. If a man had the right to put
his image and superscription on a coin
then he had acquired the right to
impose taxation. Jesus was saying
here: "If you accept Caesar's currency
and use it, you are bound to accept
Caesar's right to impose taxes"; "but",
he added, "pay to the emperor what
belongs to the emperor, and pay to God
what belongs to God". In other words,
fear God, and honour the king (1 Peter
2:17).

in

the

incident recorded in the Torah or
Pentateuch. There was a reason for

this. The Saducees stressed only the
law of Moses in the Old Testament and
set no store on the other books. Jesus

met them on their own ground.
Destruction of the Temple
and Jerusalem

The parellel passages to this one are
found in Matthew 24 and Mark 13 and

should also be carefully studied. At a

recent Mutual Benefit meeting of the
Slamannan

Should you pay tax to Caesar, was
then one of the burning questions.
Jesus's enemies put it to Him thinking
it would impale him on the horns of a
dilemma.
His
response
was
unexpected.
He
called
for
a
DENARIUS. One was produced.
"Whose image and superscription is on

belief

Notice that Jesus, in his exchange
with the Saducees, referred to an

Titles he claimed were "Lord", "Son of

then with the Christians.

a

present one.

religious system in which the Roman
emperor was worshipped as a God.
God", "King", "Saviour of the World"
and "High Priest". Inevitably, all this
brought a clash, first with the Jews,

of

ressurection of a body. Jesus's response
showed something else — that "that
world" is very much different fom the

District

Churches

the

subject — "Matthew 24 — Does It Tell
Us About the Destruction of Jerusalem
or the End of the World?" —

was

discussed. It proved most interesting.
A key verse, I think, in this chapter
of

Luke

is

verse

32.

It

reads:

"Assuredly, I (Jesus) say to you
(disciples),
this
generation
(the
generation of that day) will by no
means pass away till all things are
fulfilled (all things previously stated."
Flavious Josephus (born 37/38 A.D.)
was

a

Jewish

corroborated

many

historian

of

who

Jesus's

statements recorded here. It should be

noted that Josephus was present at the
siege of Jerusalem in A.D. 70, and in
fact he acted as interpreter for Titus
the leader of the Romans. For example,
Jesus said: "As for these things which
you see, the days will come in which
not one stone shall be left upon another
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that shall not be thrown down" (verse from them, and do not understand that
6). Joseplius wrote: "....Caesar gave He has come to bring them the most
orders that they should now demolish precious of all gifts and blessings.
the entire city and temple" (Wars ofthe
Jews, book 7). Is it any wonder that
Jesus in knowing all this wept over the
city?

IAN DAVIDSON, Motherwell

REBUKE A WISE MAN

BELIEF : (11)
OUR Lord's final instruction was that
"repentance and remission of sins

should be preached in his name . . .

Proverbs 9:8-9 reads: "Reprove not a beginning at Jerusalem" (Luke 24:47).
scorner, lest he hate thee; rebuke a
wise man, and he will love thee. Give

We have seen that repentance arises
out of a deep sense of guilt for sin. This

instruction to a wise man, and he will in turn gives rise to a feeling of deep
yet be wiser; teach a just man and he sorrow and a desire to undo any wrong
will increase in learning." Although which has been done. All this, however,
this inspired advice is directed to the does not constitute repentance, though
rebuker, it sets forth how one may here we are getting very near to it. It

determine the character of the person

would be more accurate to describe

who is rebuked. One who hates his
rebuker is a scornful rather than a wise

such emotions as remorse, or

man. All who are rebuked classify
themselves by their attitude toward
the one who has rebuked them,

Christians need to leam to accept
and use criticism (rebuke) properly.
Each rebuke should be carefully
evaluated for its worth. Upon
determining the validity of a rebuke,
the one rebuker should make cor

rection, and he should lovehis thought
ful critic. Wemust not be soproud as to
reject, without consideration, all
censure. Our prayer should be: Help
others to care enough to rebuke us, and
help us to be wise enough to love them
because they care. With this attitude,
we can help each other to be better
Christians.

the half-way stage
towards repentance. There is still

something missing before we reach
true repentance (or change of mind).

Many only reach this half-way stage,
simply because they do not know what
other steps they can take to ease their

guilty conscience. One might go on for
years in such a position.
It is true that the memory of one's
guilt can be pushed aside, even for

years; but every now and then guilt
rears its head as a grim reminder. It
points an accusing finger, and seems to
say:"Thou art the man!"

Nathan, God's prophet, hurled this
accusation at David (2 Samuel 12:7).
David had ordered the commander of
his army to put Uriah into the forfefront

of the battle, so causing his death. He

When he saw the old lady again in wanted Uriah's wife for himself. This
the church meeting, he asked her, was murder for lust, and it would be
'Where were you when I called on you? difficult to conceive a more heinous sin.
I came to bring you a gift, but you Yet David was (Sod's chosen servant,
weren't at home.' 'Oh, was that you? I and out of his loins was to come the
thought it was the landlord to collect
the rent.'

Saviour of the world (Matthew 1:6;
22:42).

The deceitfulness of sin

That story is in 2 Samuel 11-12.

So men think that when the gospel David's remorse was later expressed in
comes God wants to collect something Psalm 51: "For I acknowledge my
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transgressions, and my sin is ever
before me. Against thee, thee only have

prophet ofthe highest, for thou shalt go

I sinned and done this evil in thy sight.

his ways: to give knowledge of

Purge me with hyssop and I shall be
clean; wash me and I shall be whiter

remission of their sins" (Matthew 1:76-

than snow."

77). Nor did Paul when he said, "For all

before the face of the Lord to prepare

salvation unto his people by the

confession to God. As a punishment his

have sinned and come short of the glory
of God (Romans 3:23). See his list of

child died. Moreover, God warned him
that the sword would not depart fom

sins in Romans 2, and compare it with
James 1:13-16. James 4:17 is as good a

his house. This was later fulfilled in
the death of his eldest son Amnon at
the hand of his half-brother Absalom.

definition as any: "to him that knoweth
to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is

Thus David lamented in his abject

Absalom himself rebelled against his
father David, and was ultimately put
to fight and killed.
How great a deceiver is sin! How it
allures its victims with its imaginary

pleasures, but how bitter and tragic the
results when it has run its course. "Oh

my son, Absalom, my son! Would God I
had died for thee, oh Absalom, my son,

my son!" So wept David.

Sin.

The tragic results of sin
Even if we had no definition of sin we

would know it by its tragic results.
This we shall discuss in our next

article. We hope also to show what is
the object of repentance which leads to
remission of sins. We must also bear in

mind the final purpose of these studies:
to discover what sanctiflcation of the

spirit really means.

What is sin?

Sin is no respecter of persons. It
affects the highest and the lowest. How
true John's words, "If we say we have
no sin, we deceive ourselves and the

Exercises in belief

Psalm 51; Matthew 3:1-6; Luke 18:914; Romans 4:7-8; 5:6-10; 6; James 4.
W. BROWN
To be continued

truth is not in us" (1 John 1:8).

The above question probes the depth
of all human actions. Considering the

DEEDS OF COVENANT

varying degrees and tjrpes of sin, a
detailed definition would provide many
answers. Apart from the particular
sins specified in the Bible, sin is
referred to in very general terms as if

The following letter received re: the

those addressed well knew what it

Covenant in giving, may I present a

meant, without being told in so many
words. Is not this also true for us?

Is a definition required?

As responsible adults, do we need to
be told when we do wrong? Do we need
to be told what these wrongs are? Don't
we know when we have sinned —

above:-

Dear Bro. Editor,
As
one
who

has

encouraged the use

of Deeds

actively

of

different point of view to, and
specifically answer the points raised in,
the report of the Slamannan District
Mutual Benefit Meeting in the April
issue of the "S.S."

I do not believe that giving under
covenant is improper or that it should

without consulting a dictionary? When
John says "If we say we have no sin we

be disallowed in our congregations. To

deceive ourselves . . h e does not need

(1) Confidentiality in Giving

to tell us of what particular sins his
hearers were guilty. Nor did Zacharias
when he said of John the Baptist,
"Thou, child, shalt be called the

deal with the three points raised:-

There is no reason why giving need not
remain confidential between the giver

and (ood. Although the covenanted
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amounts will be known to at least one

NEWS FROM
THE CHURCHES

person in the congregation (other than
the giver), the covenanted amount
need not be the total of what the

covenanter gives. e.g. a person may
covenant £1 per week and yet give £5
per week into the treasury. Only the
covenanter knows if that is the case,
and
hence
confidentiality
is
maintained. Personally, I have always
suggested that the covenanted amount

should not be a personstotal giving.
(2)Giving must be on the first day of
the week.

Longshoot, Wigan: We have recently
concluded a Mission at which brother

Michael Gaimt was the speaker. The
time proved to be a great time of
encouragement to the congregation at
Longshoot, and also to these from
neighbouring congregations. We are
thankful to the brethren in the area

who came along to share in the
fellowship with us, and we praise God

This principle need in no way be for the blessing we all received.

contravened. Covenant giving need not
be an annual event. The Deed can be

Our special thanks to Michael who

preached the word with power and

drawn up to specify that the giving will conviction, and we pray that the seed
be weekly (each Lord's Day). I accept sown will ultimately bear fruit. We are
that the actual repayment is made pleased to report that during the
annually but then so is Bank interest mission Dawn Seddon expressed her
on church accounts etc.

desire to become a Christian and was

(3) Money must not be given by the

baptised at the concluding meeting.
D.MELLING, Sec.

'world'.

This clearly does not occur in covenant
giving. The repa3rment to the church is
made from money which has been
earned by the individual covenanter

and paid over to the government in
taxation (a non-taxpayer cannot enter
a Covenant). Therefore it is not the
world's money but a re-allocation of the

individual Christian's money which he
has earned.

I .realise that many other points will

Kirkcaldy, Scotland: We are again
happy to report the addition of two

more precious souls to the Lord's Pody

in Kirkcaldy. On Lord's day 29th May,
Maim Campbell and Graeme Tullis
(Son of sister Rena Tullis) confessed

Jesus as Lord and were baptised for the
remission of their sins. May God be
with them and bless them on their
journey heavenwards.
Robert Hughes Sec.

have been raised in the discussion of

this topic. In making this response it is
not my
intention
to
provoke
controversy but to help those who give

by this means, not to feel that they are
giving improperly. I would close by
making the following point:- surely it

is more acceptable that tj^he money we

Kirkcaldy, Scotland: It is with regret
that the elders have found it necessary
to remove brother Tom Moffat from

fellowship from the congregation.
Should
Tom
approach
sister
congregations with a view to placing

pay in tax should be given back to the

membership with them, we recommend
that that congregation should contact

church for use in the Lord's work than
for some of the un-Christian activities

accepting him as a brother in Christ.

in which all governments indulge.
Robert Marsden,

387 Poolstock Lane, Marus Bridge,
Wigan, Lanes.

the

elders

in

Kirkcaldy

before

We solicit your prayers for Tom that he
may come to realize his position and
make his peace with God.
Robert Hughes Sec.
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Money continues to come into our
fund, some in quite small amounts, but
It will be of interest to the readers of we are delighted to receive all

AID TO INDIA

the 'Scripture Standard', who have donations, no matter how small, and
contributed to the assistance of look forward to your continued support.
brethren in India, to know that we There is no 'National Health Scheme'

have received replies fiom nearly all in India to provide artificial limbs or
those to whom we have sent help, sickness pay - indeed there are precious
expressing their great gratitude to us. few hospitals and doctors. A little can
Brother Chukka Isaac has been most go a long way in India.
helpful in this regard. Is it not a Miss Ruth Nisbet, IF Station Court,
wonderful privilege to be able to help, Haddington, East Lothian, Scotland.
even in a small way, the 'have not'
brethren in India?

We have also sent oflf £25 to brother

Aziz Masih to help him in his present
illness. He was an inspector on the

railway but imable to work recently.

CHANGE OF SECRETARY

The church meets in his house. We also Mayfield, Easthouses, Scotland:
hope to send a few £'s to help buy The Secretary of the church is now
artificial

limbs for an imfortimate brother Morris Finlay, 14 Ninth Street,

(Methodist) boy who had both legs Newtongrange, Midlothian, Scotland.
severed on a railway line. Some of Telephone No. 031 663 3841
these

'Methodists'

meet

with

the

church of Christ for Bible Study and
immerse adult believers.
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Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it toas in the beginning.
DECEMBER 1983

VOL.51 No.12

AT EASE IN ZION
WHEN I was a small boy the Salvation Army used to come to our Street on a

Sunday morning and bang on their drum and rattle their tambourines. Their
goings-on provoked a rare comment on religion from my father, who was seldom
in a place of worship, and his comment was 'Religion is all right, if it is kept in its
place.")My mother shared this view and reckoned that religion taken tooseriously
would eventually result in a visit to the mad-house. Indeed there were in the
village at that time a few who were reckoned to have 'gone crazy with religion'
and a few who tagged on to 'Gospel Halls', and the Salvation Army, who were
almost certifiable. I remember the late brother Crosthwaite saying that many of

his relatives predicted his coming insanity if he piersisted (as a young man) in
stud3dng the Bible as intensely as was his practice. As we know he died in his
eighties and was anything but addled when he died. I supposethe accusation is as
old as the hills because Festus, when Paul was defending himself before Agrippa,

interrupted Paul's wonderful discourse and said, with a loud voice,"Paul, thou art
beside thyself; much learning doth make thee mad." (Acts 26:24). In Glasgow a
few weeks ago the Queen opened the newly built Gallery (costing some £20

Million) to hpuse the vast collection of priceless art treasures gathered in the
lifetime of Sir William Burrel. This Glasgow millionaire lived a spartan life that

he might dedicate all his time and money to his obsession of collecting art
treasures from all over the globe. At the end he gave his collection to a reluctant
Glasgow Town Council who could not find a building large enough to display it thus having to build this specially large museum. No-one suggested that this man
should have his head examined, or that he must be mad - everyone understood
that-this was his life's endeavour; it was his meat and drink; his monomania. He

was not insane - he was just fully monopolised by his sole interest in life. His zeal
could well be copied by disciples ofJesus. His single-mindedness ofpurpose could,

with profit, be copied by all of us. "Religion is all right, if it is kept in its place" —
but where is its placel Exactly what place should Christ have in our lives? Second
place; or no place at all? What place does Christ have in my life; or in your life?
Have we ZEAL for (Jod?
ZEAL

. Probably nothing is more lacking in the churches today than zeal. The word
'zeal' means unflagging and uncompromising enthusiasm; ardour reaching
boiling-point; burning energy and enterprise. Consequently it should consvime us
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(eat us up) i.e. "The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up". This is a quotation
from Psalm 69:9 which came to the minds of .the disciples when they saw Jesus
make a scourge of small cords and drive everyone out of the temple. Jesus had
seen, with great disgust, the temple packed-with jostling market traders, cattle,
oxen, sheep, doves and changers of money. As He overthrew the tables and poured
out the money of the changers. He cried, "Take these things hence: make not My
Father's house an house of merchandise, and his disciples remembered that it was
written. The zeal of thine house hath eaten Me up." Does the zeal of the Lord's
house have any affect upon us? Are we consumed with zeal for Christ's kingdom?
From the above quotation we can see that zeal, includes by definition, "an anxiety

for God's honour^'; the kind of concern and anxiety exhibited by Jehu (11 Kings
10:16) and Phinehas (Numbers 25:11-13). Indeed God made a special covenant of
peace, and everlasting priesthood, with Phinehas "because he was zealous for his
God." Satan in his subtlety convinces us that 'we should keep religion in its place'
and not think too much; and not pray too much; and not preach too much; and not
study too much; and not give too much and not do too much.
True Zeal and Misguided Zeal

The apostle Paul expressed great pleasure in the zeal which manifested itself
in some of the Corinthian Christians and urged that, in their zeal for spiritual

gifts, they should, "Seek that ye may excell to the edifying of the church". Zeal
must have a true motive (i.e. to the upbuilding of the church. 1 Cor. 14:2). He also
taught two things to the Galatian Christians about zeal (1) "It is good to be
zealously affected always in a good thing" and (2) "Not only when I am present
with you". (Gal 4:17). Some show a surprising zeal in the presence of some special
visitor to the congregation, and lapse into inactivity again when the visitor goes
away. Notice that Paul recommends zeal in the pursuit of only a good thing. He,
more than any other, knew what it was like to have a misguided form of zeal, and
all his remaining life he counted himself as 'chief of sinners' because he
persecuted the church of (Jod. Paul had a great zeal for God, but atone time it was
gravely misguided. (Gal. 1:13, 14). James and John expressed their misguided
zeal when they asked Jesus if they should bring fire down from heaven to
consume the Samaritan villagers; on account of the indifference shown by the
Samaritans to the preaching. Jesus rebuked such zeal "for the Son of Man is not
come to destroy men's lives but to save them". Similarly, the apostle Peter
exhibited great zeal when he drew a sword and smote off the ear of the High
Priest's servant but, again, Christ rebuked this form of violent enthusiasm. In
Rom. 10:2 Paul declared "Brethren, my heart's desire for Israel is, that they
might be saved. For I bear them record that they have a zeal for God, but not
according to knowledge." The Jews had a zeal for CJod, but an imperfect
knowledge. These cases illustrate that zeal can be misguided through imperfect
xmderstanding; it can be misdirected zeal: and can be an unwise form of zeal.
Indeed nothing can be worse than zeal without knowledge except, perhaps, to
have knowledge without zeal. We are so often warned against "zeal without
knowledge" - is it not ime to warn against knowledge without zeal?
The Laodicean Church

When John, in the Revelation, wrote to the seven churches of Asia he could

summon no words of commendation for the church at Laodicea^ only words of
condemnation. What was their condemnation? They were lukewarm; neither cold

nor hot. They were not absolutely cold, mark you; but neither were they hot. All
zeal in the church had evaporated. What had Jesus to say to such a church "I

know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot; I would that thou wert cold or
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hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee
out of my mouth". Are there any congregations like this today? Many
congregations are, perhaps, just 'keeping house' for the Lord. Many have just
enough energy to make the wheels go round - 'ticking over' so to speak, but not
likely to go anywhere. Give a congregation, of fifty members, three himdred and
sixty-five days in the year to prosecute the Lord's business, surrounded by a large
population from which recruits for the Kingdom of God can be found, and what
could the Lord rightfully expect? It has been said that some congregations are like
the old Mississipi River Steamboats which had small boilers but large whistles
and each time the whistle was blown the boat had to stop until' it could get up
steam again. What was Jesus' instructions to the Laodicean church, "Be zealous
therefore, and repent." Jesus demanded repentance in the form of ZEAL. Real
zeal. Where do we get zeal, we might wonder? How do we get zeal, we might
ponder? If zeal is the opposite to lethargy, (and it is), then clearly zeal will come to
us only when he have shaken ourselves from slumber. Some find it difficult to
awake from natural repose, and so no doubt many will fail to stir from spiritual
slumber. Our adour for God must be allowed to grow until it reaches boilingpoint. There is obviously no possible substitute for zeal. If it is not there, nothing
else will do. Often we talk about when we shall evangelise, where we shall
evangelise, how we might evangelise but that is as far as it goes. Have churches

become 'talking-shops' rather than hives of activity. Some churches try all
manner of gimmicks to get the church's work done, (even bringing in business
consultants to try and run the church like a Limited Company) but at the end of
the day nothing can be a substitute for true zeal in the heart of each member;
nothing can replace 'fire in the belly' of every child of (jod. Imagine a locomotive
sidetracked for years in a shunting yard, and the speculation of some on how to
get it going. Someone suggests removing all the grime from it, and giving it a new
coat of paint. Another adds the suggestion that all the brasswork should be
polished up. Another suggests that someone go round it with an oilcan. Another
suggests that if all the weeds were removed from the track the train might go.
Another suggests that the answer is to get a handsome young driver, with smart
suit, and stick him in the cabin (pulpit?) and then the train would get places. A
passing railway-porter stops when he sees the small crowd fusing around the
train. On being asked for his opinion, the old railwa3rmari replied, "Why don't you
light a fire in the boiler, and get up steam." And that, brethren, is precisely what
is needed in the churches today. We can talk until the cows come home aboutmodern ills in the world, about changes in socio-economic patterns, about
competition from T.V. etc. etc. but what is needed is for every church member to
stir from lethargy, and replace sleep with burning energy and enterprise for God.
Churches lacking zeal and failing to evangelise their neighbourhood will almost
assuredly go into extinction. We must have an urgent concern for the thousands
of soultf.going to a Christless grave every day in the year.
There is no substitutie for zeal. Nothing less will do. The country is full of
secular unemplojrment but should there be any such thing in the churches? Can
any of us afford to be 'redundancies' in the church of the Lord Jesus Christ? We
have been saved to serve.

Jesus had the answer to those who think that there is plenty of time, "Say not
ye, there are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? Behold, I say unto you.
Lift up your eyes and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest."
(John 4:35).

EDITOR
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DILIGENTLY SEEK HIM
JESUS of Nazareth once said to His disciple Thomas: "I am the Way, the Truth,
and the Life: no man comes unto the Father, but by me" (John 14:6),
There are but two ways in life: one, the way of God; the other, the way of
Satan. Jesus commanded: "Enter through the narrow gate: for wide is the gate
and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and many are they that enter in
thereby. But strait is the gate and narrow is the way which leads unto life, and
few there be that find it." (Matthew 7:13-14). Notice that, the narrow way - the
way of God - has to be found. The Hebrew writer said: "Without faith it is
impossible to please God: for he that comes to God must believe that He is, and
that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him" (Hebrews 11:6),
Truth in the final analysis is not prepositional but personal. Jesus of
Nazareth is absolute truth. Before Pontius Pilate Jesus declared: "Everyone who
is of the truth hears my voice". Pilate said unto Him: "What is tnith?" and did not
wait for an answer. The tragedy is that the Truth had been standing right in front
of him. Truth to the ancient Greeks was synonymous with "reality". Here is the
problem with the world: the vast majority is not =i tune with reality; it is not in
harmony with Jesus the Christ the Son of the Living God. In Him are found peace,
true joy and true love. Life is a union. Death is a separation. James once wrote:
"For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith wi^hout works is dead also"
(James 2:26). The Bible teaches that a person can be aiive in this world and yet
dead at the same time - spiritually dead or separated from Almighty God. "But
she that lives in pleasure is dead while she lives" (1 Timothy 5:6). "Jesus came
that everyone might have life, and have it more abundantly" (John 10:10). He
came to unite the sinner with God. His own resurrection firom the dead made it

possible. Jesus is alive! Life is in Jesus.

Ian S. Davidson, Motherwell

GLEANINGS

WE QUOTE—PETER MACKENZIE
GRUMBLING

"Grumblers are a very numerous class, as plentiful as the fi-ogs in the plague of
Egjrpt. There are two classes of troubles we should never grumble about - those we
cannot help, and those we can help. If we can alter a thing, our business is not to
grumble, but to remedy it; if we cannot alter, then what is the good of gnunbling
about it? Gnmibling isolates a man. It makes him a mere cjrpher in society. It is a
mark that shows he is disjointed and out of order. It is no use making a burden
heavier by useless complaints. Members of families should avoid grumbling.
Husbands of families should study each other's weaknesses, and never quarrel
about a last word. They should deal with irritating topics as skaters do with
dangerous spots on the ice, marking them off, and going very delicately over thin

places. You will be as welcome as the flowers in May if you are always pleasant
and cheerful. Life is too short to waste any part of it in croaking and melancholy,
and all Christians should obey the Divine command, "Rejoice always, and again I
say. Rejoice"."
WITH WHOM WE HAVE TO DO

"Him with whom we have to do." Hebrews 4:13. These words seem to meet

every sort of need of comfort. If it is perplexity, or oppressive puzzle what to do,
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when we cannot see through things; - or if it is being unable to explain yourselfto
others, and trials or complications arising out of this: just fall back upon "Him
with whom we have to do," to whose eyes all things are naked and opened. He is

yourguide, - why need you puzzle? Heis yourshield, - why need you try sohardor
wishso muchto explain and vindicateyourself? If it is senseofsin which does not
let you be comfortable, turn at once to "Him with whom you have to do."
Remember, it is not with Satan that you have to do, nor with your accusing
conscience, but with Jesus. He will deal with all the rest; you only have to deal
with Him. And He is your great High Priest. He has made full Atonement for you;

forthe verysins that are weighing on younow. The blood ofthat Atonement, His
own precious blood, cleanseth us from all sin. Cleanseth whom? People that have
not sinned? People that don't want to be cleansed? Thank God for the word
"cleanseth us," us who have sinned and who want to be cleansed. And youhave to
do with Him who shed it for your cleansing, who His own self bare your sins in His

own body onthe tree."

F-R- Havergal.

THE PERFECT LIFE

"Christ is the inspiration of this life. The great apostle wrote: "For me to live
is Christ." "I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ
liveth in me." "I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ,

and him crucified." "I count everything but loss for the excellency of the

knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord." These and kindred passages make clear to
us Paul's consciousness of the Saviour's nearness to himself, his sense of the

Christ - power over his own life. Was there a problem to solve? - then Jesus was
the solution. Was there weakness in himself?-then Jesus was the strength. Every
difficulty was surmounted, every obstacleovercome, every burden lightened, and
every mission performed, by the inspiration ofthat presencethat dwelt in him. In
the closingverses of the 8th of Romans the apostle stands as it were on some high
mountainpeak, and as his eye sweeps the horizon he sees all his enemies
encompassing him- death, life, angels, principalities, powers, things present,
things to come, height, depth, or any other creation.Then with a shout of victory
he cries: "I am persuaded that none of these things shall be able to separate us
from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus". One writer very beautifully

expresses this thought ofChrist's power in the lifeofthe believer: "Forme to live
is Christ - not a set of rules, but a life principle within me; not the conditioning of

my days by time-table maxims and rules, but the ever present Christ, stretching
to the farthest territory ofmy being, and by his presence there ordering all my life
within the bounds of his own sacred will."

H.G. Harward

YOU ARE SLIGHTED?

"You are slighted, ignored, brushed aside. Or your employer, or employee,

does not show youproperconsideration. Or yourneighbour does not treat you with
the respect which is due to your position, your abilities, your character. You
feel it very much, in fact you are quite upset about it. Why?Is it becauseyou came
to minister and were deprived of the privilege? No, not that at all. It is because
your feelings, your rights, your gifts, your position, your dignity, your importance
were not recognised. YOU were not ministered unto. And you came to be
ministered unto. Hence the storm!"

J-H. Horsburgh
Selected by LEONARD MORGAN
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Conducted by

'TIOM box

Alf JlarsdcD

"Would you please explain the meaning of the words 'apprehended' and
'attain', as used by the Apostle Paul in the context of Philippians 3:11
onwards."

This is a question which illustrates quite well the wisdom and precision of the
Holy Spirit in indicating through Paul the progression of the Christian
experience, and also the perception of fundamental truths. Too often we are all
guilty of too cursory an examination of the text with the result that the initial

interpretation which invades the mind, and which is usually based rightly or
wrongly on past understanding, is the interpretation which we accept without

further investigation, In this way error, or a less enlightened understanding, is
compounded. It is sad to relate that this very point was a source of great
disappointmentto the Lord Himselfin His dealings with the people of the nation
into which He was born and who should have understood better, and His own
disciples who seemed not to have understood the nature c His mission until after

His resurrection. However, we are indebted to the Apostle, especially in his
Philippian letter, for revealing to us how he felt about his Lord, and this we shall
study in some greater depth.
To Apprehend

The verb 'to apprehend' means 'to lay hold of; the further idea is 'to lay hold
so as to possess as one's own'; 'to appropriate'. The Greek word used is

KATALAMBANO. It is this idea of laying hold of'to possess as one's own' which
seems to dominate the mind of Paul. He says, in the latter part of verse 12 "but I
follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which I am apprehended of Christ
Jesus" Paul would never forget how the Lord had appropriated him on the

Damascus road; how he had heard the voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why
persecutest thou me?" How he asked for identification and was told, "I am Jesus

whomthou persecutest"; and how his response had been completeand immediate,
"Lord, what wilt thou have me to do"? He knew that the Lord had laid hold on him

and possessed him for Himself, and when he was told to go into the city he went,
and did there precisely as instructed. Furthermore, we know from the text in Acts
9 that when Ananias advanced valid reasons against the choice of the Lord he was

told peremptorily, "Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my
name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel {vl5). Paul wanted

with all his heart to possess Christ as his own, in the same way that Christ
possessed him. As a student of the O.T. scriptures he would no doubt recall how
Israel had covenanted with God, "And they entered into a covenant to seek the
Lord God of their fathers with all their heart and with all their soul. And all

Judah rejoiced at the oath: for they had sworn with all their heart, and sought
him with their whole desire; and he was found of them: and the Lord gave the rest
round about" (2 Chron. 15:12-15).

I think that we can now see a little more clearly what Paul meant when he
said, "If that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ
Jesus." His whole spiritual desire was to possess the Lord as completely as the
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Lord had possessed him. This is why I personally like the word 'appropriate'. It
doesn't really matter how clever we are with words, how we think we understand
the Bible, how good our sermons are, or how well loved we think we are among
the brethren; unless we have appropriated the Lord as Paul wanted to
appropriate Him, then the rest is of little value. Sometimes people misunderstand

when we say that once Christ is personally appropriated in the sense in which
Pasul desired^ then it doesn't really matter how many of the brethren defect; the
possession of Christ would be all in all to those who possessed Him. One of the
saddest commentaries, and one of the most astounding, on the appropriation of
Christ is found in Romans 9:30-34 where Paul there says, "What shall we say
then? That the Gentiles, which followed not after righteousness, have attained
(KATALAMABANO, appropriated) to righteousness, even the righteousness
which is of faith. But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, hath
not attained (appropriated) to the law of righteousness. Wherefore? Because they
sought it not by faith...)". Oh, how many Christians have pierced themselves
through with many sorrows because they have appropriated their own desires,
rather than the treasure of Heaven, the Risen Christ.

The words of Paul in Phil 3:13 are interesting. "Brethren, I count not myself
to have apprehended". He hadn't yet reached the summit of his great spiritual
desire (perhaps like many of us). "But one thing (I do), forgetting those things
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus". I have
placed 'I do' in brackets because there is no verb in the Greek, but that doesn't
really matter because the single-minded concentration of Paul is urging him to
reach forward all the time and with all his energy to the upward call of God in
Christ Jesus. Ever3rthing in the past has been banished ft-om his mind. His
spiritual desire is for that place in Heaven so that he can ever be with his Lord.
Would that every time we quote Paul we should remember his great spiritual
desire, and appropriate Jesus to ourselves, i.e., to ever be possessed of the Lord,
and ever long to be where He is.
To Attain

The original word KATANTAO signifies to reach, to arrive at. So what Paul
is saying in Phil. 3:11-12 is "If by any means I might attain (reach, arrive at) the
resurrection of the dead. Not as though I had already attained, either were
already perfect". At this point we need to exercise a little care in the
interpretation. The context illustrates quite vividly the overriding passion of
Paul; he wanted to know all about Jesus; to know Him, and the power of His
resurrection, the fellowship of His suffering, conformity to His death, everything.
From among all these paramount aims he says, "if by any means I might attain
(reach) unto the resurrection of (from among) the dead". Paul here is not referring

to thegeneral resurrection norls he denying it, but he is testifying to the fact that
the power of the Gospel has brought him out from among the dead (in sin) and
that now he is striving in his present life for complete identification with Christ
in His Resurrection. In verse 12, the word 'attained' has not the same meaning as
in vll. The original word in vl2 is LAMBANO which means 'obtained'. So the
first part of vl2 would read, "Not as though I had already attained (obtained),
either were already perfect." Paul was humble enough to know that all of his
previous experiences, even being taken hold of by Christ on the Damascus road,
had not suddenly made him absolutely Christlike. He knew that the goal was still
before him, not behind him; he also knew quite well that to achieve
Christlikeness he had to work at his salvation with fear and trembling (Phil.
2:12-13). What a Church there would be here on earth if all of the saints were
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striving toward the upward call of God in Christ Jesus, and in so doing ultimately
reaching through the new life complete identification with the Risen Christ. I am
sure that this is how both Christ and Paul envisaged the Church for which Christ
died.

There is just one further verse to consider in the context. We read in vl6,
"Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule,
let us mind the same thing". Bagster's Englishman's Greek New Testament gives
'rule' as KANONI which denotes a straight rod as used for measuring; a

measuring instrument. The metaphorical use of the word js illustrated both in
Phil. 3:16, and Galatians 6:16. In the Galatian passage the word is governed by
what is said in vvl4,15, which read, "But God forbid that I should glory, save in
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I
unto the world. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything, nor
uncircumcision, but a new creature. And as many as walk according to this rule,
etc". So what Paul is saying in Phil. 3:16 can be paraphrased like this, 'look, we
have reached a certain stage in our Christian lives, having come so far, let us go
on in the same path'. This is a much-needed lesson for us all, especially the
innovators. Sometimes Christians tend to grow weary at the so-called monotony
and routine of the Christian life, but Paul says to us all, 'press on;respond to the
upward call; work; endure; make your calling and eiuction sure; above all, keep on
the same road you have travelled on up to now.'

In conclusion, I must say that this study has greatly encouraged me
personally. I pray that it will do the same for you.
(All questions please to AlfMarsden, 377 Billinge Road, Highfield, Wigan, Lanes)
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enslaved - accept the Prophet or suffer.
Unlike the previous wars the trees and
other-vegetation were not to be hurt.
Torture was practised. There was a

limit for the leading Caliph changed
the policy to agreement and peace and
ruled from Bagdad. The dates indicate
150 years from AD632 to 782 - five

months are that number of days. The
Eastern Empire was weakened but not
destroyed and was the seat of the

Greek Orthodox Church nurturing
much learning in the capital city.
Trumpet 6 The Turks from Central

Asia established an empire from the
Caspian sea to Indian ocean converted
to Mohammedanism, and in 1057
advanced westwards into the middle

east, besieged Constantinople in 1453.
They

meantime

overran

the

Mediterraen countries in a long

Trumpet 3 Attila the Hun with his

campaign of unrestrained violence and

warriors from Central Asia attacked

cruelty, including especially cruel

Rome from the north and Rome was
sacked again. The conflict seems to
have been upon the rivers and Attila

enmity and violence against Christians.
The period involved is 396 years which
can be indicated by an hour, a day, a

subsequently founded the Hungarian

month and a year (9:15).

nation on the Danube. (AD440)

Trumpet 4 The fourth invasion and

defeat of Rome came through Odoacer
who with his armies attacked Rome

and sacked the city in AD476, which
marked

the

end

of

its

western

dominion. Authority thence fell into

religious hands, the Popes. They
claimed power over the remaining
national sections. Professing Christian
Emperors continued to rule the eastern

empire fom Constantinople for many

We have depended much on the work

ofothers. History by a sceptic, (Gibbon)
has been used, and our personal
knowledge of it is minimal. However
we trust our readers will give humble
effort as we have to consider that what
is difficult to imderstand is well worth

most careful and very open-minded
consideration. One very short portion
could well occupy study for a long time.
We approach. REVELATION
profound respect.

with

centuries - until 1453. The three woes

indicate attacks upon that remaining
empire. We summarise again.
Trumpet 5 Armies of horsemen from
Arabia, pictured as locusts. Mahomet

claimed to be a prophet from God, and
his
fanatical;^- followers
overran
Palestine, Asia Minor and attacked
Constantinople, went westwards into
Spain through North Africa. This was

a most savage religious war against

"The Little Book"

The mighty angel of superb appeeirance holds a LITTLE book OPEN in his
hands. His mission is world-wide — sea

and land — universal. The apostle is to
eat it and thus to become full of it so as

to give out its message. Does he not do
so by writing what we have here? but
what the seven thunders said is not for

us.(Deut^9:29).
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IN order to conform to the Lord's com

that they all may be one, as thou
Father art in me and I in thee, that
they also may be one in us, that the
world may believe that thou hast sent

mission to the apostles (Luke 24:47),

me."

BELIEF : (16)
The Gospel

preaching

the

gospel

must

be

equivalent to preaching repentance
and remission of sins. Are there other

passages which help us to understand
what this entailed, without destroying

the

fundamental

requirement

of

Acts 2:38

"Repent and be baptised every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and we shall receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit."

repentance and remission of sins in

Acts 3:19

Jesus' name? Are there passages which
help us to understand the relation of
obedience to the gospel message?

"Repent ye therefore, and turn
again, that your sins may be blotted

Various Forms

It should be realised that our Lord's

final commission, as related by the four
gospel writers, was given in four
different forms. This does not mean

that each states different instructions.

It simply means that the same thing
was expressed in different ways, all
meaning the same thing. This is only
true if varying forms of expression do
not contradict or violate the basic

meaning of the words. What are the
various forms of the last commission

given by our Lord to his apostles?
Matthew 28:19-20

"Go ye therefore, and teach all
nations; baptising them into the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the

Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all things whatsoever I
have
commanded you".
Mark 16:15-16

"Go ye into all the world and preach
the gospel to every creature. He that
believeth and is baptised shall be
saved."
John 17:17-21

"Sanctify them through thy truth,
thy word is truth. As' thou hast sent me
into the world, so have I also sent them
into the world; and for their sakes I
sanctify (hagiazo) myself, that they
also may be sanctified (hegiasmenoi)

through the truth. Neither pray I for
these alone, but for them also which
shall believe on me through their word,

out..."

Here, in these passages, is the most
important message ever given by God
to mankind, through His Son. What is
involved in these Scriptures, in the
light of
belief,
godly
sorrow,
repentance,
obedience,
baptism,
remission of sins, sanctification and
the salvation of the soul? See our next
article.
Exercises in Belief

Deuteronomy 18:18-19; Hebrews 1:1-2,
2:1-3, 2:9-13; Mark 1:15; Acts 15:7; 1
Corinthians 1:2,-15:1-4; 2 Timothy 2:8.
W. BROWN

(To be continued)

JESUS' ENDORSEMENT
OF THE OLD TESTAMENT
THE history of the earthly ministry of
Christ testifies that he endorsed the

Old Testament Scriptures. He even
endorsed the threefold division of the

Old Testament-the law, the prophets,
and the Psalms. "These are the words

which I spake unto you, while I was yet
with you, that all things must be
fulfilled, which were written in the law
of Moses, and in the prophets, and in
the psalms, concerning me" (Luke
24:44). Hence, Christ endorsed the
Pentateuch and the history of the Old
Testament; he gave full endorsement
to the prophets; he frequently said
concerning the prophecies that they
"must needs be fulfilled". This could

not be truthfully said if the Old

