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A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL
READERS
THE MERCIES OF GOD RECALLED AND TRUST EXPRESSED

"But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: the steadfast love of the Lord

never ceases, His mercies never come to an end: they are new every morning;
great is Thy faithfulness. 'The LORD is my portion' says my soul, 'therefore I
will hope in Him'." (Lamentations 3:21-24)

GOD BLESS THY YEAR:

THY COMING IN, THY GOING OUT,

THY REST, THY TRAVELLING ABOUT,
THE ROUGH, THE SMOOTH,
THE BRIGHT, THE DEAR:
GOD BLESS THY YEAR.

A GREATER THAN SOLOMON
Surely Solomon was one of the most outstanding and yet the most tragic of all the
characters in the whole of the Old Testament. He was the tenth son of David (the

second by Bathsheba) and the third king whoreigned for 40 years. He was a shining
type of Christ but everyday sensuality brought about his downfall. He began his life
with great advantages; he had undisputed possession of David's throne; had im
mense wealth left by David; divinely-given mental faculties; the love and high
aspirations of his subjects. Early in his reign he had a vision of Gibeon, in which the

Lord appeared unto him and invited him to ask for whatever he desired. Confessing
his weakness and ignorance he said, "Give thy servant an understanding heart"
Because of his wise and pious choice, God promised that he would not only have
wisdom but wealth and honour. In the fulfilment of God's promise Solomon's
wisdom excelled all the great men of his time as did his material prosperity. He
carried out the hopes of his deceased father David, consolidating the kingdom and
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engaging in many commercial ventures. As he increased in wealth,-fame and honour
the love of display and pomp grew upon him and he maintained a most luxurious

and extravagant householdbeyond the resourcesof his people.Exercisingthe power
of an oriental despot he gave Israel a glory, prestige and splendour unsurpassed in
the world's history but it seemedthat his rule was more for his personalaggrandise
ment than for the welfare of the people. Doubtless the artistic and literary gifts of
Solomon brought the masses great cultural benefits but the glory of Solomon also
broughtmany groansand tears.The greatwealthprovided by David forthe building
of the temple soondisappeared under Solomon's lavish tastes and the peoplehad to
bear heavy taxation and poverty for his magniHcent whims.
The early years of Solomon, like so many other great men, were very commend
able. He had Godly ambition and God-inspired wisdom as an evidence of it. His
sacrifices at Gibeon indicate that Solomon desired that religion be associated with

all external glory. Solomon's remarkable prayer of dedication also breathes piety
and delight in the full recognition of God. Alas Solomon came to the end of his days
minus popularity and piety. What a come-down for the world's first great naturalist
and writer of 3,000 proverbs and 1005 songs. This man of sagacity beyond compare

took his first downward step when, probably for political reasons, he went to Egypt

for his queen. Adaughter ofPharo^ sitting onDavid's throne must have shocked
God's elect in Israel. With this strange wife came also her strange Gods and a harem
of outlandish women. Solomon's wivesnumbered 700 and concubines300 and they
turned him to idolatry. To give a concession to his wives to worship their strange
godswas bad enoughbut to share in such sacrilegiousacts was surely a presagement
of his final downfall. The Book of Ecclesiastes surely describes his own dissatisfac

tion with life itself. All rivers ran into Solomon's sea; wisdomand knowledge; wine
and women; wealth and fame; music and song — but he discovered and described
how that all was vanity and vexation of spirit. Of Solomon's final end little is known.

Whether Solomon repented and returned to God was a subject warmly debated by
the early Fathers. Solomon's wisdom did not prevent his folly, or teach him selfcontrol, and his only legacy was a son completely lacking in understanding but
ample in foolishness.

Notwithstanding the sad end of Solomon there is no doubting whatever the fact
that his wise words and proverbs have been completely unrivalled by any man
(apart from Christ) in all time — and that even the best of the Greek philosophers
were no match whatever for Solomon. It was when Solomonwas at the height of his
powers that we read in 1 Kings 10 that "when the Queen of Sheba heard of the fame
of Solomon concerning the name of the Lord that she came to prove him with hard
questions." She travelled probably 1200 miles from south Arabia to see Solomon

and brought a vast train of camels loaded with spices, precious stones and very
much gold. Who knows what riddles and puzzles and difficult questions she put to
Solomon but he was able to explain and answer all that he was asked, so much so
that she was aghast at his wide knowledge and deep wisdom. When she saw
Solomon's house, and his ascent to the house, and the dress and conditions of even

his servants "there was no more spirit in her" and she made the following very
remarkable utterance, "It was a true report that I heard in mine own land of thy
acts and of thy wisdom. Howbeit I believed not the words until I came, and mine

eyes have seen it; and beholdthe half wasnot told me: thy wisdom and prosperity
exceedeth the fame which I heard. Happy are thy men, happy are these thy
servants, which stand continually before thee, and that hear thy wisdom. Blessed be
the Lord thy God which delighted in thee, to set thee on the throne of Israel: because

THE GCRIPTURE STANDARD

3

the Lord loved Israel for ever, therefore made he thee king, to do judgement and
justice." And so a heathen queen acknowledges the God of Israel as a result of
coming face to face with the wisdom and glory of Solomon.

Little wonder then, that Jesus said to the scribes and Pharisees that the Queen of
Sheba would be called as a witness against them on Judgement Day and would con
demn them because "she came from the utmost parts of the earth to hear the
wisdom of Solomon; and behold, a greater than Solomon is here." (Matt.l2:42).
Jesus, as He often does, confirms here the writings of the Old Testament and
acknowledges the prodigious wisdom of Solomon. Solomon was great but Jesus was
greater: Solomon was glorious but Jesus more glorious: Solomon was wise but Jesus
wiser. No man can stand any comparison with Jesus. Solomon built a stone temple
so magnificent that it became the focal point of Israel's worship of Jehovah — Jesus
built a Spiritual house of living stones. The church which Jesus built was such that
even the gates of hell would not prevail against it. Nothing remains of Solomon's
temple today but the church continues from age to age. Solomon was David's son —
Jesus was David's Lord. After reigning for forty years Solomon died and was buried
in the city of David his father — at Jesus's buri U place the angel said, "Why seek ye
the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen." In Luke 3 we read that by
the age of 12 years Jesus was already 'filled with wisdom' and the grace of God was
upon Him. At that tender age he astonished the doctors in Jerusalem with his
answers and understanding. Thereafter Jesus 'increased in wisdom, in stature and
in favour with God and man." Much later, when Jesus returned to His own neigh

bourhood He taught in the synagogues and astonished His hearers insomuch that
they said, "whence hath this man this wisdom and these mighty works." They were
offended thereby and this caused Jesus to voice the now well-known truth that a
prophet is not without honour save in his own country. Clearly in every way Jesus
was a greater than Solomon.
Certainly the Jews contemporary with Jesus noticed His wisdom but would not
acknowledge it — it merely provoked them to jealousy. Thus the Queen of Sheba (or
Queen of the South) will condemn those of that generation on Judgement Day. She
came up out of a dark heathen land, far removed from the oracles of God and on
hearing the wisdom of Solomon she praised God. The Jews sought only to denigrate
Jesus. The Queen of the South brought gifts and blessings to Solomon. The Jews
plotted Christ's death. The Queen of Sheba came to listen attentively to every word
from Solomon. The Jews mocked Jesus and accused him of being in league with the
devil. The Queen of Sheba came hundreds of miles to seek out Solomon, probably
without any invitation. The Jews treated Jesus, who was much greater than
Solomon, with disdain or with open hosfiUty, and, as we know, finally impaled Him
on the stake at Calvary.

Although this epithet of Jesus regarding the Queen of Sheba and the condemna
tion her example would bring to the Jews of that generation, it was primarily
directed to the Jews of that day, yet the warning is surely applicable to each and
every generation. Those who, in whatever generation, turn a deaf ear to the wisdom
of Jesus or who turn a blind eye to His claims upon them, will at the Great Assize
have to cope with this wonderful standard set by &e Queen of the South. Perhaps we
too, who have lived in this present generation, will on that same Day, be confronted
by witnesses against us consisting of those of other faiths and sects who have showed

more zeal for God, and more compassion for the under-privileged, then we have.
Editor
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"LET US NOT SLEEP"
As we enter into this year of our Lord 1982,howgratefully ought we to be that He
has preservedus unto this day, and it is with humble and grateful heart that I offer
the following words of encouragement and comfort. I base my article upon a text
taken from 1 Thess. 5 v6

.. let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be

sober."

It is a fact that the vast majority of men and women of today do not sleeptowards
the thingsof this world, and in this ageof high-pressure living, of intensecompeti
tion, most people are wide-enough awake for their own temporal interests, in fact it
has become very largelyan ageof self-interest. And so it is, partly throughour being

in the flesh, and partly through our beingin a sinful world, that weare all of us apt
to sleep concerning the interests of our souls. Nothing so concerns us as our eternal

destiny and yet, it would seem, that nothing solittle affects us. We work withgreat
zeal and interest for the present world and we play, we toy, with the life to come.
News of a disastrous fire at home or abroad can make a great sensation and our
thoughts and sympathies go out to those involved, but when told of the fire that shall

never be quenched, the Hgurative firies of hell and damnation, why, it is heard
almost without emotion. Then the discoveryof oil or goldwill affect the markets of

the world and cause a great furore, but when we speak of that wonderful city, the
beautiful new Jerusalem where, at leastfiguratively, the veiry streetsare ofgold, how
coldly men receive it and regard it as though it were some legendary fancy, and as if
only the things that are seen areworthy oftheirnotice, yetthe scriptures say that "it
is Ae things that are not seen that are eternal." Thus it is that we sleep when
heavenly things are put before us. Alas that it should be so. Even those who have

beenawakened by the Holy Spirit, by the Gospel which is the power of God unto
salvation, awakened unto the real life, and even those who are keen and

enthusiastic, their fervour is frequently cooled and they have periods of spiritual
slumber. Thus, how earnest, how diligent and watchful ought we to be, and yet how
much are we the reverse of all this. Even the great apostle Paul complained that
"when he would do good, evil was present with him." So it is with us that when we

would mountup to ourhighest efforts ourwings would seem to be clipped and ouref
forts are marredby a seeming lackofenthusiasm. It mighttherefore beprofitable to

say a little to you, and to myself, concerning the need to give ourselves a hearty
shake to awaken us from the slumber which me may have fallen into. I would
therefore take by way of illustration some of the others whose histories are recorded

in the scriptures, others who have slept to their injury, and perhaps we will take
them as warnings to ourselves and "let us not Sleep as do others."
Christ's Disciples

First, let us not sleep as did those disciples in the garden of Gethsemane, even
whilst their Lord and Master was agonising. Let us not be as those three who were
highly privileged and permitted to be sonearwhen Jesus poured out Hissoul to His
Fatherand when such was His agony ofsoul that Heis described as "sweating great

drops ofblood." He found them sleeping, andthough He awakened them, they slept
again and yet again. Gently Jesus rebuked them "What, couldye not watch with me

one hour?" and the scriptures tell us that they slept for sorrow. Perhaps Jesus will
make an excuse for useven as Hedidfor them when Hesaid"Thespirittrulyiswill
ing, but the flesh is weak." But better still let us endeavour not to need such an

apology by avoiding their fault. "Let us not sleep as do others." But, my dear
brethren, are not most of us sleeping as the apostles did? Consider the zeal with
which Jesus worked for the salvation of souls. He seemed never to rest. From the

beginning of His ministry He was continually toiling, labouring and denying
Himself. It was His meat and His drink to do the will of Him that sent Him. Even in
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His boyhood remember His answer to His seeking mother "Wist ye not that I must
be about my Father's business?"
There was no greater zeal than His. His zeal for His church had eaten Him up. He
was incessant in toil and suffering and He persevered until His work of salvation was

done. But what are we? When we are gathered on the first day of the week to
remember the death of our Lord, we see in the emblems on the table our Great Ex-

ampler before us in symbol, His body is broken. His blood is shed; also see Him in

the Garden of Gethsemane. His whole life is pictured in that agony in the garden and
on the Cross, for in one sense it was all an agony, it was all sweating, for did He not
purchase life for us in one sense it was all an agony, it was all sweating, for did He
not purchase life for us with the agony of His heart. My Saviour, your Saviour, as I
see Him throughout the whole of His ministry (which includes up to the present
moment), appears to me on His knees, pleading and before His God agonising, lay
ing out His life; and for what? For the sinful sons of men. But brethren, perhaps I
speak a little harshly when I say that the disciples asleep in Gethsemane are a fitting
symbol of our usual life. But as compared or should I say contrasted with our Lord
and Master, I fear it is so. Where is our compassion for men's souls? Do we ever feel
the weight of souls as we ought to feel it? Do we ever sweat or agonise knowing the
terrors of God that will come upon the disobedient? Do we ever dwell upon the pass
ing away of an immortal soul to the judgement bar of God. Or do we just say, as I
have so often heard said of one who has been suffering the pains of this life, and
passed on into the next, they say "It is a blessing he has gone to his rest"; and that is
regardless of whether they had been obedient to God's will or not. Why, the pains
and sufferings of this life are but nothing compared to the eternal sufferings of those
who have received, as their eternal sentence, the words of Jesus "Depart ye cursed
into everlasting fire in hell, prepared for the Devil and his angels."
Why, if these thoughts really burned into our minds, if they were so real to us as
they were to Jesus, could we sleep at nights? and might we even be willing to lay
down our lives, if by any means we might save some. Can't we see with the eye of
faith, even at this moment, Jesus pleading at the mercy seat in the words recorded in
Isiah 62V1 "For Zion's sake, I will not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem's sake I
will not rest," and yet, we who are nigh unto Him, and who have been commanded to
watch, lie asleep, with but little self-denying activity, and only an occasional prayer,
missing opportunities, and sometimes handling slovenly the opportunities we do

^

take up. Ohdear brethren, "Let us not sleepas do pthers."It is true that mostofthe

so called Christian churches today are to agreat extent asleep, but is this not all the
more reason that we should be awake, that we should arise and trim our lamps, and
go forth to meet the Bridegroom. Brethren, let us from this moment endeavour to
serve our Lord and Master more nearly to the example which He Himself has set us

in His life and death. Let us not sleep then, as did the disciples in Gethsemane.
Samson

I think now of Samson. That ancient hero, who whilst he slept lost his locks, lost

his strength, lost his liberty, lost his eyes,and ultimately lost his life. If we apply his
sleeping in respect to ourselves, is it not a sad picture of many professing Christians
today? Did wenot at one time have men of great stature, of great strength and zeal,
men who were "strong in the Lord and the power of His might." Did it not seem as if

God had singled out certain ones to be defenders of the faith? To fij^t the present
day Philistinies for the Israel of today.'Oiir Israel knew them for they were a tower of
strength, and our enemies knew them too. I think of such men as Alexwder

Cainpbell, of Jiames Anderson, of David King, of Walter Crosthwaite, and I ask
"where'ariB siich heroes today?"'Surbly, if we have' them, they are few and far
between, or perhaps th^y have^iie io sleep. Maiybethey think, and we think, we
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have much spiritual goods laid up for many years and are now taking a rest. I
suspect, brethren, that present-day affluence has contributed largely to this situa
tion. It is true for many of us that "we have never had it so good" in material things.
Alas, such carnal security is undoubtedly a present day Delilah. It gives us many a
dainl^ kiss and lulls us into a state of tranguility which we may even imagine to be
the peace of God, whereas,, the peace of Satanic enchantment is upon us, and I can
see in this the deadliest sort of peril. Satan and his minions never cease to seek op
portunities to devour us and by degrees Satan can steal away our spiritual strength,
but, brethren, or spiritual strength lies in our faith, the faith which is the same as of
old, the faith which was once and for all time delivered to the saint. So let our faith
be such that will not shrink or sleep though pressed by many a foe and let us be
warned by what happened to such as Samson.
The Tares and Wheat

And now I would change the picture again. The same subject but in another form.
I turn now to our Lord's parable concerning the tares and the wheat. Whilst men
slept the enemy came and sowed tares amongst the good wheat. To such as you I
need not go into a full explanation of the parable, but sufflce to say that when false
doctrines and wrongful practices creep into a church, the usual cause has been that
the church itself has been asleep. Those who ought to have been watchful have slept
and given the enemy ample opportunity of sowing his tares. Now I am not being
critical of any particular congregation because I know that up to the present you
have been watchful and carefol to contend earnestly for the truth, but I, like you,
need be reminded of the great necessity to be always on our guard, to be wide awake
to the wiles of Satan, who if he finds us sleeping, will destroy that which is dearest to
us above anything in this life, namely, the church of the living God. I would repeat
the warning that a church that does not carefully guard the truth as it is in Jesus,
will become an unsound church, and consequently a degenerate church which will
grieve the Holy Spirit and cause him to remove his power. When we live near to Jesus

when we uphold the truth in purity, when we become individually true and pure,
then our watchfulness is profitable, slothfulness is dangerous. Therefore brethren, I
again exhort "Let us not sleep as do others," lest in our case too, the enemy come and
spoil the harvest by sowing tares amongst the wheat.
The Foolish Virgins

Again I would change the picture. We are told that while the bridegroom tarried,
the virgins who had gone out to meet him slumbered and slept and when the cry was
heard "Behold the bridegroom cometh," they were all slumbering, both wise and
foolish. My dear brethren, you who have oil in your vessels with your lamps, sleep
not as do others lest that cry come upon you unawares. The second verse of the 5th
chapter of the Thess. letter tells us "that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in
the night." He may come in the heavens with exceeding great power even today or
He may yet tarry awhile, but suppose He were to come even now, and His holy
angels with Him, would you be ready? Let me press the question. The Lord may
suddenly come. Are you ready to go in with Him to the wedding feast? Happy are
those who live continually with Jesus, who have given themselves up to the power of

the indwelling Spirits Wise are those who always have an eye open to the coming
again of our Lord and may God grant us grace to be ready with our loinsgirt and our
lamps trimmed in the day of His appearing. But "Let us not sleep, as do others," let
us not sleep but rather "Be ye steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work
of the Lord."

Finally, 1 would say to anyone who has not as yet submitted themselves to the
Lord Jesus Christ and obeyed Him in being immersed into His name, I would
lovingly warn you that you are in the most dangerous sleep of all.
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How long have you listened to the appeal of Jesus and how long have you slept
without responding? I wouldgiveyou one last example. When we,my wife and I, liv

ed at Falkirk, the railway line ran at the bo^m of our garden. The trains,
thundered and clattered past, and as my wife must have her bedroom windowopen
at nights, the noise at first was very disturbing. But as the weeks and months went
by, we grewaccustomed to the noise and could eventually sleep through it all. Could
this be your experience with the word of God? Can you now go to sleep or shut out
the sound of that which hit you like a thunderbolt when you first heard it? Have you
become immune to the loving appeal of our Lord Jesus Christ who sacrificed
Himself on Calvary's cross that you might be saved from the terrifying conse
quences of your sins? Take heed of our warnings, awake from your sleep for it is the
sleep of death i.e. spiritual death, a sleep which you may not awake from until it is
too late: in the words of the poet:
Today a pardoning God
Will hear the suppliant pray;
Today a Saviour's cleansing blood
Will wash thy guilt away.
But, grace so dearly bought
If yet thoU wilt despise,
Thy fearful doom with vengeance fraught
Will fill thee with surprise.
Therefore may I exhort us all, "Let us not sleep as do others."
John McLuckie, Haddington.

GLEANINGS
"Let her glean even among the sheaves." Ruth 2:15.
He careth for me

"Casting all your care upon Him; for He careth for you." I Peter 6:7.
"It is a happy way of soothing sorrow when we can feel — "He careth for me."

Christian! do not dishonour your religion by always wearing a browof care; come,

cast your burden upon your Lord. You are sta^eringbeneath a weight which your
Father would not feel. What seems to you a crushing burden, woiildbe to Him but as

the smalldust ofthe balance. Nothing issosweetas to "Lie passive in God'shands,
And know no will but His."

0 child of suffering, be thou patient; God has not passed thee over in His

providence. He who is the feeder of sparrows, will also furnish you with what you
need. Sit not down in despair; hope on, hope ever. Take up the arms of faith against
a sea of troubjle, and your oppositionshall yet end your distresses. There is One who
careth for you.

C. H. Spurgeon.
"As I was—'SO will I be."

"As I was" — from everlasting,
God eternal, faithful, true,
Keeping covraant with thousands,
So will I be unto you.
God in Christ who changeth never,
Speaketh still to you, to me,
Yesterday, today, forever,

"Aslwas—sowilllbe." ^
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He set a seal upon them
"I believe that when Christ, before and after His Resurrection, treated the

Scriptures of the Old Testament as being of Divine authority, He set a seal upon
them which I dare not disregard, I believe that Christ was infdlible, and that when
criticism questions the accuracy of His attitude, it is wrong, whatever its conclusion
may be."
Campbell Morgan.
Two sides to the Gospel

"We cannot be filled until we are first empty. You cannot fill with new wine a
vessel which is partly filled already with old wine, until the old wine has been poured
out. This, then, is one of those statements which remind us that there has to be a

kind of emptying before there can be a filling. There are always two sides to the
gospel; there is a pulling down and a raising up. You remember the words of the
ancient Simeon concerning our Lord and Saviour when he held Him as an Infant in
his arms. He said, 'this child is set for the fall and rising again of many.' The fall
comes before the rising again. It is an essential part of the gospel that conviction
must always precede conversion; the gospel of Christ condemns before it releases."
D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones.
"Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel."

"So He was in Israel, and so He is still. There are schools and systems of in
terpretation of Scripture; there are schools and systems of philosophy; and of this
and that, in which this prophecy uttered by Simeon that day is still being fulfilled.
They rise, and they stand, and they fall, just as they receive or reject Immanuel. But
our question with this Scripture before us is not about schools and systems of
theology and philosophy, but about our own souls. Has Mary's Son, then; has God's
Son, been a stumbling stone to me? Or, has He been the one foundation laid in Zion
for me? Has He, to my everlasting salvation, and to His everlasting praise, lifted me
up from all my falls and made me to stand upon His righteousness as upon a rock?
Simeon himself had at one time stumbled and been broken on this child, and on His
too great name. But the steps of a good man are ordered of the Lord, and He
delighteth in his way. Though he fall he shall not be utterly cast down, for the Lord
upholdeth him with His hand. Now, unto Him that is able to keep you from falling,
and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy: to
the only wise God, our Saviour."
Alexander Whyte.

"Brightest and best of the sons of the morning,
Dawn on our darkness, and lend us Thine aid:
Star of the East, the horizon adorning.
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid."
H. Heber.

Selected by Leonard Morgan.

Conducted by
Alf Marsden

TIOHBOX
"In 1 COR. 7:17 Paul uses the expression, *And so ordain I in all
churches.' Could you please eicplain what he means; and also in other
places where he speaks about 'setting things in order'?"
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Some Christians seem io have strange ideas concerning the Verb "to ordain".
Perhaps this is because they have heard of, or seen, very grand ordination
ceremonies and have concluded that some form of mysticism surrounds such
ceremonies. In fact, the idea is perfectiy straightforward so far as the Bible is con
cerned, but there are several variations of application which we shall need to look at.
Authority

The phraseology used in 1 Cor. 7:17 suggests that Paul had the authority to
"ordain" and to "set in order", and this is quite true. Paul had seen the Lord, as he
explained to the Corinthian Christians, "Am I not an apostie? am I not free? have I

not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? are not ye my work in the Lord? (1 Cor. 9:1). It is
manifestly clear, however, that he had not the additional qualification as revealed in

Acts 1:22, namely, he had not "companied with" the original twelve, but it is very
clear that Paul was commissioned directly, by the Lord Himself, to be the Apostie to
the Gentiles. Concerning the resurrected Christ he said, "After that, he was seen of
James; then of all the aposties. And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born
out of due time. For I am the least of the apostles, that I am not meet to be called an
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what
I am" (Cor. 15:7-10).
So the authority which Paul had was Apostolic, and because of this he could claim
the privileges given to the other Apostles by Jesus, "Verily I say unto you. Whatso
ever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever ye shall loose
on earth shall be loosed in heaven" (Matt. 18:18).
'So Ordain I'

The word rendered "ordain" in 1 Cor. 7:17 is given by the Greek word

DIATASSO, and has the general meaningof "to arrange, to appoint, to prescribe".
The word is used in Acts 7:44, when Stephen said, "Our fethers had the tabernacle
of witness in the wilderness, as he had appointed, speaking unto Moses, that he
should make it according to the fashion that he had seen."

One must always view the Apostolic Writings relative to the times in which they
were written. The early Christians were bathed in the heady glow of the New Order

in Christ. The Lord would soon come again and they would all be transported to
Heaven, consequentiy, the old relationships, verities, and values could be

abandoned. It was against this background that Paul had to arrange, to order, to set
standards in the various local congregations, even though, it was thought, it might
only be for a short period of time.

Therefore, we can understand what he had to arrange in Corinth, for example.
Believing husbands were wanting to leave unbelieving wives, and vice versa; Paul
had to order them to stay together. Converted slaves were leaving their masters, and
Paul had to order them to stay with them, as a matter of fact he said, "Let every
man abide in the same calling wherein he was called" (1 Cor. 7:20). He exhorted Hie

unmarried to serve the Lord in the uninarried state, but he left the door open for
marriage if that was the desire. He made it dear that to obey God was of more value

than endless discussions on circumcision and uncircumci^n. He had 'to arrange
that everything should be done decently and in order; that there should be no defile

ment of the Lord's Table. He had to set in order and correct the tendency to
establish parties and factions within the Church. We can enter the very heart of this
great Apostle when, after recounting the many things he had suffered at the hands of
his tormentor^ he ended by saying, "Beside these things that are without that which
Cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches" (2 Cor. 11:28). Paul had the
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heart of the true shepherd; he didn't want to see the flock dispersed and facingthe

dangers from all directions. Furthermore, as the Apostle to the Gentiles he had
founded most of these churches. Therefore, he had to bring order out of a certain

degreeof chaos so that Christianity could survive in an alien world.
'The Present Distress'

Some have concluded that the arrangements which Paul made for the churches
wereonlyfor a limited period of time and thereforeare not bindingon us today, con
sequently, the "order" or the "prescription" can be changed to suit our needs. I
believe that because of this false idea we are now seeing religious groups" condoning

the possession by nations of nuclear weapons; accepting forms of doctrine on
baptism and leadership which are not consistent with Paul's arrangements; sur
rendering to the completely imscriptural campaign for the admission of women into
the so-called priesthood. But we understand, of course, that once the original is
thought of as being defective then error can only be compounded. If Paul's arrange
ments and appointments were only of a temporary nature, then wemight be excused
for asking ourselves "how temporary is temporary", and where do we look for

guidanceoncethe temporary period is over.Arewethen left to the capriciouswhims
of men who claim Divine guidance and Spirit motivation? No, we must look to the
Bible as the inspired Word of God and realise that only therein shall we find
guidance for all time.

"Distress" in 1 Cor. 7:26 has the meaning of "necessity", imposed either by exter
nal circumstances or internal pressure. As an example of external circumstances we
must realise that the first Christian communities were in an alien world and many
of them had needs which could only be met by the sacrifices of their brethren. As an

example of internal pressure we can quote Paul, "For though I preach the gospel, I
have nothing to glory of; for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I
preach not the gospel" (1 Cor. 9:16).
Is there anyone today who would be bold enough to say that distress is not everpresent. We know full well that necessity exists in many parts of the world and can
only be relieved by the care and concern of the brethren, or do we fondly imagine
that Christians exist only in the affluent Western societies? And when did the inter
nal pressure to preach the Gospel depart from the Church, and'by whose decree?
No, my dear feUow-christian and friend, the extent and the degree of the problem
may vary from age to age, but the fundamental resolution of those problems must be
by the Divine arrangements and appointments as revealed in the Word of God,
otherwise we are in deep trouble scripturally. We can see the evidence today of what
defection from that high standard has left us with, so we need to embrace the fact
that what God has 'ordained' by His appointed Messengers, and handed down to use
in His Word, is for the well-being of the Church for all time, and should be promoted
by His Church today whenever and wherever we can. May He grant us the fidelity
and courage to do this, for His Name's sake.
(All questions, please, to Alf Marsden, 377 Billinge Road, Highfield, Wigan.)

SCRIPTURE
READINGS
FEBRUARY 1982

7 Lev. 19,-18
1 Cor. 13
14 Neh. 8,5-19 ^ 1 Cor 14,1-20
21ISam. I0,1h16 I Cor 14,21-40

26PsaUriie

- i Cor16,1-19

Love, The Essential Ingredient

Recent articles in the Scripture
Standard makd comments on this

chaptier someWhat redundant.Cduntless
pens have written about it and praised
iti Yes, indeed! It certainly is one of the
miany great chapters of the Bible, arid
should ' be learned by heart'in two
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senses. I was one of the privileged boys
to be compelled to memorise many N.T.
passages of priceless worth, notably
Matthew chapters 5,6 and 7, but
strangely not this one. It has come later

into my understanding of Christian
behaviour. We cannot too often recall it.
The basic contradictions of natural
human inclinations in the "sermon on

the mount," repeated time and again in
the other N.T. writings, perhaps need

emphasising more than the Noughts
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Use of Spiritual Gifts

The distribution of miraculous gifts
was for the goodof the church that many
should have them, and desire them, sub
ject to their proper use to build up the
church. So limitation was essential, and
the public use of ecstatic expression in
the assembly could be worse than
useless. This could only be allowed if in
terpretation (also miraculous) was im
mediately available; Whereas at

about love which seem so obviously true.

Pentecost the gift enabled the message
of the gospel to be understood in foreign

That is, we can so eaily understand that
kindness is better than cruelty, but "tur
ning the other cheek" is just what we can
so easily understand that kindness is
better than cruelty, but "turning the
other cheek" is just what we will not do

languages, and Paul and others were

without conscious effort. This latter

reaction ought to develop in every
Christian so as to become as natural as

was the Saviour's prayer for forgiveness
for His tormentors. It is bound up
together with love. Love is a natural
himian instinct through ties of family,
national and even class, but unselfish
and universal application of it is what is
required of followers of HIM WHO

thus enabled to declare the truth with

out misunderstanding or prior
knowledge to foreign languages, other
utterances in foreign speech were not
necessarily for open expression
whatever the speaker might think.
Barclay wisely I think uses the word

"forthtelling" in place of "prophecy" as
it cannot mean simply telling the future
but stands for miraculous revelation and

ability to teach what could only be
revealed through divine inspiration. The
church was built upon the apostles and
prophets, and the latter must have been
numerous to cover the almost unnumer-

GAVE HIMSELF UP FOR US. Paul

able assemblies started in r^ons as far

points the lesson pltdnly when he writes
"peradventure for a good man someone
would even dare to die" (Rom.5,7). Our

away as India and Ireland. Until the
Scriptures were written and made avail

sentiments rule our behaviour often

rather than our love does, and demands
limits to love's exercise. When we read

again "as Moses lifted up the serpent in
the wilderness so MUST the Son of Man

able as widely, Christians must have
depended upon personal revelation. We
must consider the great task of copying
the original writings, and translating
them into the languages of that tune.
Many translations were made from

be," we see the supreme application of earliest times and this has enabled
God's love, the obligation of love scholars to make research for confirma
towards the unlovable, and then the tion of words and phrases differing from
willingness of the Son to fulfill it (Matt.
26,39; Mark 14,36; Luke 22,42). For

one another in the oldest manuscripts
and versions. The New Testament grew

whom was it exercised and with what

thus into the form and condition in

expectation of response? Was ever love

which we now enjoy it through the
arduous and painstaking labours of a

like this? Here is the offer of eternal

bliss in place of eternal ruin!
Nevertheless we have to recognise that
exercise of love is not always pleasant
because true love has to punish sin. Sin
brings harm. Love cannot do harm.

great many earnest and dedicated souls

whose pens of comparatively primitive
character copied and copied the pre
cious words of God. This work is still

gping on today as mqre dialects come to
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light and more lesscivilized folkneed to

brought eternal salvation to multiplied

study to show themselves approved unto
God and capable to continue the work of
proclaiming the good tidings worth more

thousands of believers. Their testimony
holds good through changed lives,
changed worldly standards, rise and fall
of kingdoms, civilising of peoples
wherever the holy influence of the life of
Jesus has gone. To us it seems strange

than life itself. Paul's emphasis upon

using plain speech applies to today's
preachers and teachers. Huuriied or
muddled efforts do no good. Too much
noise in worship is not helpful. Singing
for show cannot please God. Truth is
solemn not uproarious.
Gospel Truth The Substance

that some members of the Corinthian
church should doubt a resurrection.

There is immediate joy when fogiveness
of sins is assured but we do wonder how

suffering BELIEVERS could think that
satisfying without a future condition of
heavenly life as redeemed souls freed

news?" Paul tells us in brief in chapter

from life's penalty of death. Paul writes
accordingly that we should be pitied if

15. The vital truth is that Jesus is the

this were the end.

To the question "What is the good
Christ, the Son of the Living God, that
He was raised from the dead. It was

necessary that there should be
asbolutely reliable witnesses to this fact
because He ascended to heaven in the

same body in which He lived and died
and was buried. All Jerusalem knew

how He had lived, and all Jerusalem

knew the body left the tomb.
The alternative to these truths was

Unknown Tongues

Our readers will know that the worthy
translators of the Authorised Version

added the word "unknown" to help us
understand what was meant, and it is

obvious from the context that they were
right. If the "tongue" (language) had
been known the passage would be un-

that His disciples had stolen the body
while tiie guards slept on duty & but

explaihable. I have supposed generally

were not executed. Those who were

speaking is referred to in this chapter

closest to Him preached the facts so

fully and with such divine power that

(14 — and of course 12), but I now con
clude that newly born Christians out of

there could be no mistake. We have the

heathen wickedness were overcome to

four gospels testifying to the truth, and
in addition here in a letter written to a
new church in order to correct error and

such an extent with exuberant joy that
they burst into ecstatic utterances either
in a foreign language or meaningless

establish faith, we have a summary of

sounds. Either of these can fit into the

the appearances so many and various,

apostle's instructions. Both however,

and crowned as it were by the testimony

had to be indulged in privately unless
they could be interpreted into plain un
derstandable speech. Modem exhibition
of this human faculty are in line with

of a life changed from black to white by
a direct heavenly visitation. It is some
what like the present day testimony of
eighteen centuries of history added to

that it is a mistake to think that ecstatic

State exists only to prove the truth of the
Bible, manifesting the obstinate un

past and present heathen "oracles," and
seem to be of devilish rather than holy
origin. I am not justifying the A,V.
against later translators for truly

belief of the nation which rejectes its

translators do not interpret but those

promised Messiah. They were instru
mental in beginning the church which
accepted and upheld the claims of the
apostle and prophets, aiid in apite of
apostasy and ruinous division has

remarkably dedicated and honest men
under King James used itdics to in

the SACRED WRITINGS. The Jewish

dicate

their

"translation.''

departure

froifh
•

-

R.B; Scott
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Private Mail Bag,
Orouba Village,
Via Kira Airstrip,
Morobe Province,
Papua New Guinea.

Dear Brother Editor,
We have just recently received the

June issue of the Scripture Standard
and I feel that I must comment on the
subject of whether or not the Church

should be involved in giving help to
hospitals and I assume from the letters
already written that this would include
medical help as a whole.

Jesus knewthe value of healingmen's
bodies and teaching the Word at the
same time. He also illustrates very clear

ly in Mathew 25: 33-40 that he expects
us as Christians to be involved with
people's every need.
We read in James 2: 14-17 that faith
without works is dead. What kind of
work did James have in mind? The
same as'Jesus referred to in Mathew 25.
See also James 4: 17.

My husband Reg and I are known to

should I have done, refused to give
medical help and teach bible classes
only? or do what I believe God wanted
me to do and treat all of the sick who

came to me. To do this I needed supplies

and we weffe very grateful to the City
Beach congregation in Perth, W.A. who
send hundreds of dollars worth of
medicines for me to use. Since then we
have received fimds from Britain and
America. Should we have used this

money to buy bibles and teaching
materials. Were we wrong to buy
medical supplies. The Papua New

Guinea Government also supply many
of our needs but not all.

The reason I have been prompted
to send this letter is that this Saturday
afternoon, just two hours ago there was a
knock at the door and when I answered it

I found a father, mother, teenage son
and twelve year old boy there. The
younger had been hurt by a falling tree
and had a badly lacerated leg which re
quired 16 sutures. Should I have turned

these people away saying "Sorry I am
busy preparing for my teenage girls

many of the older brethren as we

class"? No! I invited them in and when I

worshipped with the Kentish Town con
gregation for many years in the late
1940'8, We have been missionaries in

had deemed and stitched the leg, Reg

Papua New Guinea for the past nine
years, the last seven of these have been

spent in a very remote moimtainous
area where there are no roads. For the
first two years we walked for two and a

^

13

and I talked to them about Jesus and
His saving grace. The suture material

and dressings, also the disposable
syringes and needleswereall donated by
my brethren.

We thank God for congregations
overseas whohave helped to support this

half days to get to this village from the

work of bringing the Good News to the

engineer organised the people to build

have four congregations widely scattered

nearest airstrip, but Reg being an Waria iVibe in his remote valley. We

an airstrip on the only available site on
top of a mountain five miles from our

village. This was done by voluntary
labour but the materials were paid for
with help from British, American and
Australian congregations. This was a
great help to our work and a boon to the
people who until then had been locked

in this valley. Was this wrong to use
church funds in this way?
I am a trained nurse and midwife and

when we came here there was absolutely
no medical help in an area of100square
miles and the nearest hospital is one
hundred miles away by air in Lae. What

with a total of 217 Christians of which

very few have fallen away. We have
several families where the grand
parents, parents and teenage children

are Christians. Weare now in the process
of building a more permanent church

building as all of our former buildings
were made of entirely bush materials

and the insects start eating it as soonas
it is erected, (our house is built the same
way) Reg is cutting timber in the bush
with the use of an Alaskan Mill attached

to a chain saw. Without the help of our
overseas brethren we could not do this.
Is this wrong?
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Reg and I believe that the Lord led us
to this place. We came without any
financial support at all and the Lord has
blessed us abundantly.
In His service,
RUTH COLES.

P.S. We have bought hundreds of New
Testaments in Melanesian Pidgin and
Guhu Samane. We are fortimate that
this is one of the few tribes who have had

the New Testament translated by S.LL.
into the tribal language. It took the
translators 19 years to do it.
VISIT TO INDIA

Dear Brethren,

My wife Gretchen and I are making
arrangements to go to India for the
months of January and February. We
should be flying out at the beginning of
January and returning at the end of
February.
We hope to visit the hospital in
Madras, where Carole hopes to work
and gain experience in tropical medicine

He wishes to take us to show us the
results of much of his labour in the west

Godavari district. Afterwards we hope to
spend most of February in the area
around Lucknow working with brother
Masih.

Please pray for us and for the
brethren we meet that the Lord will

bless our labours together and
strengthen us all.
ALLAN ASHURST.

WATCH YOUR TONGUE

IT is possibe to betray the cause of
Christ by talking too freely in public and
in private about congregations and in
dividuals. Those most interested in cor

recting the mistakes are not those who
talk most loudly about them. Be careful
not to say anything that would injure the
cause of give advantage to the enemy.
Gospel Advocate.

and then visit the home for the children

of lepers in Chittoor which is about fifty
miles from Madras, where Carole hopes
to eventually work with these children.

NEWS FROM
THE CHURCHES

Afterwards we intend to visit and

possibly work with several brethren with
whom we are in correspondence, work
ing froin the south up towards the north.
At Nellore there is Brother Paul Suban a

Manchester. Several weeks ago we

in conjunction with the brethren at
Hindley made arrangements for the
baptism of a Muslim family. When their

convert from the Muslim religion who
has been responsible for establishing
many new congregations. Then there are
the Churches and Homes in the region of
Rajahmundry and Kakinada where
much work is going on. Then further
north there is the work in Visakahapatnam where the family of Brother Isaac
Chukka are doing much work for the

Muslim friends learnt of their inten

Lord. Brother Isaac Chukka was for

them.

tions, they harrassed our friends to such
a degree that they called the baptism
off. However they maintained contact
with us and continued to learn about
Jesus so that their faith and love for

Jesus overcame their fear and they

decided to go ahead and be baptised
regardless of what might happen to

many years a qualified Lutheran pastor.

So it was our joy along with many

When he learnt the truth concerning
baptism he sacrificed his income, pen
sion and manse in order to go the way of
the Lord and has since with his family

brethren from the Wigan area to witness

suffered many hardships. Yet they still
persevere full of faith preaching the
word and strengthening those who are
converted who in turn preach to others.

the baptism of the father, Mohammed
Shaffi and his three teenage children,

Thomas, Julie and Sheila, on Saturday
the 21st of November at Longshoot
Church of Christ, Scholes, Wigan.

We are grateful to the brethren at
Scholes for their hospitality and to those
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brothers and sisters who took the trouble

to comealongand witness the baptism.
Thomas Shaffi is the childhood friend
of a Pakistani believer at whose house

for some time we have been having Bible
studies. This friend Jacob Masih,
though not yet baptised himself, has
with great zeal been showing his Muslim
acquaintances of whom there are many,

that Mohammed cannot be a prophet
and the Koran cannot be the word of
God. He then directs their attention to

Jesus and asks for my assistance. He
brought the Shaffi family to me to learn
more about Jesus and baptism. So often
are people brought to Jesus in ways that
we do not expect. It brings forceably to
my mind two passages of scripture one is
that the gospel is indeed the power of
God to salvation (Romans 1-16) and the
other is John Chapter 3 verse 8 which in
the revised ...version reads "The wind
bioweth where it listeth, and thou
hearest the voice thereof, but knowest
not whence it cometh, and wither it
goeth: so is every one that is born of the
Spirit."

ject and there followed the usual hours
general discussion from the hall. Such

was the interest engendered that some who
wanted to contribute had difficulty in
doing so before the time was up. As
usual, a whole lot more emerged from
the subject than was anticipated. God
willing, the next meeting will be held at
Wallacestone on 6th March when the

chairman will be brother Joe Malcolm;
the speakers will be Mark Plain (sen)
and Harry McGinn. The subject will be
/'The qualifications of elders and are

they responsible for discipline in the
church.'

H. Davidson.

Peterhead, Scotland. After a

period of illness, and a life of service,
brother Jim Buchan ended his

pilgrimage here and went home. He had
been a faithful soldier of the cross for

many years, and his loyalty to Jesus was
evident to all who knew him. His life was

The Muslim world is so full of

his testimoney to his trust in the Master,

bitterness intrigue and distrust that the
joy of those who are redeemed out of this
darkness and translated into the
kingdom of the sun of his love, is indeed

and although he is missed in the

tremendous.

rest to his soul.

Please rejoice with the Shaffi family
in their new found joy and pray for their
continued growth in Christ Jesus.
ALLAN ASHURST.

Slamannan District — On Saturday
5th December, another Mutual Benefit
Meeting was held, this time at
Motherwell. Brother Ian Davidson oc

assembly, we rejoice with great joy that
he is now 'at home' with the Lord — he
had walked in the 'Old Paths' and found
His dear wife, our sister Katie has

been a source of encouragement to us all
by her love and care of Jim during his il
lness, and even moreso by her gracious
life and examp' "' since Jim's death.

Jim graduate^ to glory on July 28th
and it was the writer's privilege to con

duct the funeral service. The meeting-

cupied the Chair and the two speakers

place was full to capacity as brethren in
Christ, and friends of the family, came
to pay their last respects to this great

were Jim Sinclair (sen.) and John

man of God.

Kneller (both speakers from Tranent).
The subject was an investigation into
whether someone coming to us from a

her family, to the God of all consolation.

denomination and claiming that they

We commend our sister Katie, and
We rejoice that though unseen, Jim is
not unknown, and we look forward to the

had been baptised for the remission of
sins would have to be immersed before

"Precious to the Lord, is the death of

entry to the church of Christ. The

one of his saints."

speakers dealt very ably with the sub

time when there will be no more parting.

M. Gaunt
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ASSISTANCE OFFERED

YOUTH AND THE CHURCH

Brother Kim Boland writes to me to say
that around March/April he is hoping to
have a week free and if he could be used

It is true that among many young peo
ple today there is a real groping after the
essential things of Christianity and a

in any way by any of the churches in this
area, they should contact him and
something could, perhaps, be worked
out. Any churches holding a Mission
may care to bear this in mind. Kim can
be contacted at 18 Logan Road,
Bishopston, Bristol. BS7.

form boy said to the writer: "Our church
is just a social club. 1 can go to one sort
of entertainment every night in the
week, but I don't think that's what the
church is for. There's nothing to
challenge us or call out the best in us."

Ed.

real scorn of the inessential. One sixth

(J. W. Harmer).

EDITOR'S ADDRESS
WISDOM LET LOOSE

Occasionally I get communications

scantily addressed — one recently being
addressed "Scripture Standard,
Pathhead." Such material usually

From various sources
♦♦♦Face the sun and the shadows fall
behind.

reaches me because we have an excellent

***A single fact is worth a shipload of

postal service in Britain but we should

argument.

not unnecessarily tax their ingenuity.

***An ounce of performance is worth a
ton of complaint.
♦♦♦If you don't appreciate yourself no
one will appreciate you.
***Pray for success certainly, but do not
fail to supplement your prayers by ef

Please address alU communications to

"James R. Gardiner, 87 Main Street,
Pathhead, Midlothian. EH 37. 5PT."
Ed.

forts to deserve it.

GET a new vision on the pattern of
God's plan. Pray that you may see
things as if were from His point of view.
God's love still stands when all other

things have fallen, and the victory of
Jesus Christ is the greatest reality.

THE Bible tells us to love our enemies

and to love our neighbours, they are
often the same people.

IT is more blessed to give than to
receive, but most of us are content to let
the other fellow have the greater bless
ing.
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Pleading jor a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning.
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ALMOST OR ALL TOGETHER
Some months ago I drew attention tothemarvellous speech oftheapostle Paul on
Mars Hill to the Greeks. On this occasion I would care to refer to the equally
wonderful defence speech made bythesame apostle toHerod Agrippa.
We may recall that when (in Acts 21) Paul arrived in Jerusalem the Jews set

about to kill him and he hadto berescued by the Roman soldiers (Palestine being
under Roman occupation at that time). He was tried by a Jewish Court (the
Sanhedrin) on various charges and as further attemptswere madeonhis life he was
taken into close arrestbythe Romans and was eventually brought before Felix, the
then Roman governor. We readin Acts 24 that "After certain days, when Felix came
withhis wife Drusilla,which wasa Jewess, he sent forPaul, and heard him concern

ing thefaith in Christ. And as he (Paul) reasoned ofrighteousness, temperance and
judgement to come, Felix tt^mbled andanswered. Go thy way for this time; when I
have a convenient season I will call for thee. He hoped also that money should have
been given him of Paul, that he might loose him; wherefore he sent for him the
oftener and communed with him. But after two years Porcius Festus came into
Felix' room, and Felix willing to show the Jews a pleasure, left Paul bound." For
security reasons Paul by this time had been removed from Jerusalem to Caesarea.

When Festus took over as governor from Felix the Jews doubtless thought that a
new broom would sweep clean andso renewed their charges against Paul. The High
Priest andchief Jews asked for a new trial at Jerusalem (they wanted him brought
back to Jerusalem so that they could ambushhim on the way) but Festus refused

and insisted thait the Jews come to Caesarea. The Trial took place eleven days later

and Festus suggested to Paulthat he returnto Jerusalem for another trial (this was
designed to make Festus popular with the Jews) but Paul refused and "appealed
unto Caesar". Paul's appeal to Caesar is very understandable for he had been in
custody for well over two years by now.

It was about thistimethat Festus hada visitor. King Agrippa, and hissister, Bernice, had come to congratulate Festus on his appointment as governor and during
their visit theconversation got around to the vexing case ofPaul. Agrippa, perhaps
from idle curiosity or for some ideaofan entertaining distraction, expressed a wish
to hearPaul speak for himself, and so it was arranged to publicly examine Paulthe
following day. Accordingly with great pomp and circumstance, Agrippa presided
over an auspicious and distinguished gathering consisting of Bernice, FeiStus, the

Chjef Captains andthe principal men ofthecity. Festus made a short introductory
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speech explaining that the hearing was to establish exactly what charges would be
laid against Paul when he would appear before Caesar. Agrippa then assumes con
trol of proceedings and invites Paul to defend himself.

Paul beginsby sayinghowhappy he is to present his case beforeKingAgrippafor
previously he had always been heard by Romans (unfamiliar with Jewish customs

and questions). Agrippa was a Jew, brought up in the Jewish faith, and knew all
about the Jews—an "expert" Paul calls him.
Paul's Pedigree

Paul then describes his manner of life from his youth up. He was no mysterious
stranger or passing rogue. He was of the strictest and straightest sect of the Jews — a

Pharisee. He had spent all his life in and around Jerusalem amonst his own people.
He was a knowledgeable and faultless Jew; a Pharisee of the Pharisees, taught by
Gamaliel himself, serving God day and night, as all Jews knew well and could not
deny. Amongst the Jews he was the creme de la creme.
Paul's Jewish Zeal

Paul is giving his "testimony," in the true sense of the word, and refers to the fact

that he wassuch a zealous Jewthat when Christiansappeared he regarded it as his
God-binding duty to put them down. To him Christianity wasin direct opposition to
God. "I verily thought with myself that I ought to do many things contrary to the
name of Jesus of Nazareth, whichthings I did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints
did I shut up in prison, having received authority from the Chief Priests; and when
they wereput to death I gavemy voice against them. And I punishedthem oftin the
synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme, and being exceedingly mad against
them I persecuted them even unto strange cities. Paul went on to relate that it was
while he was on his way to persecute Christians in a distant city (Damascus by
name) that a vast change took place in his life.
Paul's "Conversion"

Paul descrives how, after seeking warrant from the Chief Priests, he set off with

many horsemen, for the city of Damascus to search out and persecute any
Christians he might find there, and how on the journey he was struck down by a
light brighter than the sun, and how having fallen from his horse he heard the words
from heaven, "Saul, Saul, Why persecutest thou Me?" Paul continues to describe

howJesus made Himself known to Paul and commanded him to continue to the city
where he would receive further instructions. When he arose he was blind (requiring
to be led by the hand) and spent the next three days and nights in the city, in great
mental turmoil, and did neither eat nor drink. Amongst the fearful Christians at
Damascus was one Ananias who was instructed in a vision to go and restore Paul's

sight Ananias, having already heard of Paul's reputation was reluctant to go but,
having gone, found Paul praying and counselled him thus: "Why tarriest thou, arise,
and be baptised and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord." Paul had
thus been confronted by Jesus Himself, and had talked with Him, and would now be

a witness to the resurrection to all nations, Jews and Gentiles, "To open their eyes,
and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that
they might receive forgiveness of sins". "How" asks Paul, "could I gainsay God?"
"Whereupon, 0 King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision. But
showed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the
coasts of Judea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God,
and do works meet for repentance. For these causes the Jews caught me in the
temple and went about to kill me." At this juncture of the speech Festus shouted
with a loud voice, "Paul, thou art beside thyself, much learning hath made thee
mad," but Paul answered "I am not mad, most noble Festus, but speak forth the
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wordsof truth and soberness. For the kingknowethof these things,beforewhom also
I speak freely; for I am persuaded that noneof thesethingsare hidden from him; for

this thing was not done in a corner. King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I
know that thou believest. Then Agrippa said unto Paul, ALMOST THOU
PERSUADEST ME TO BE A CHRISTIAN."

Herod Agrippa II

Paul was,of course, quite accurate in sayingthat noneofthesethings werehidden
from King Agrippa or that King Agrippa doubted the Jewish prophets. His father
was the Herod who killed the apostle James and who imprisoned the apostle Peter
with a view to killing him and had pleased the Jews by trying to suppress
Christianity. Agrippa knew therefore, quite a bit about persecuting Christians. He
would be about 17 years of age when Herod, his father, was consumed with worms
(Acts12:23) while giving a great oration and assuming the roleofa god. Agrippa was
also nephew of the Herod who beheaded John the Baptist and mocked Jesus on the
day of His crucifixion. He was also the great-grandson of the Herod whoslewall the
infants in an attempt to kill Jesus when the wise men came to find him. Christ and

Christians were "household words" to Agrippa and he was their arch-enemy, yet
Paul had come closeto bringinghim to Christ. Agrippahad admitted that Paul had
afmosi persuaded him to become a Christian and this brought forth from Paul that
wonderful reply, "I would to God, that not only thou, but also all that hear me this

day, were both ALMOST and ALTOGETTHER such as I am, except for these
chains."
The Gulf

We read later that King Agrippa would have acquitted Paul and set him firee had
not Paul already appealed to Caesar. Paul was later sent to stand trial in Rome but

we never read that the wish of the apostle for Agrippa, Bernice, Festus, the chief
captains or the chief men of the city came to pass (that they might not almost be

Christians but altogether would be). There is obviously a great gulffixed between
"Almost" and "Altogether" which can never be bridged. Lot and his family were
almost destroyed — his wife was almost saved. Moses and Aaron almost reached the

promised land. God almost devastated Nineveh. Think of our plight if Jesus had
almost died, or if He had almost risen from the dead; if His bloodalmost cleansed us

from sin;if the biblehad almost beenwritten or if it was almost the word of God, or
almost infallible. Some accidents almost happen and some runners almost win the
race.

If King Agrippa had obeyed thegospel he would have had,perhaps, togive up his
position as governor, radically change hisattitudetoothers andcompletely alterhis
lifestyle. Likewise many today are almost Christians but are deterred because of the
"humiliation" it may bring, the "friends" they might lose, the loss of business or
business associates, the love of popularity — in short, the love of the world. Those
who are almost disciples will almost receive remission of sins and will almost inherit
life eternal. Felix said that he would hear Paul when he "had a more convenient

season." Agrippa wasalmost persuaded to be a Christian, and Paul was altogether a
discipleof Jesus: here lay the difference — a great gulf.
Almost persuaded now to believe
Almost persuaded Christ to receive

'

Seems nowsome soul to say, "Go Spirit, GoThy way
Some more convenient day. On thee I'll call"
Almost persuaded, harvest is past
Almost persuaded, Doom comes at last

Almost can not avail; Almost —is'but to fail.
Sad, sad, the bitter wail. Almost — but lost. '

EDITOR^
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BELIEF
What does "belief" mean?

THE original word meaning "I believe" in the Greek language in which the New
Testament was written in "pisteuo." This is the word used in Mark 9:24, where
Jesus says to the father of the deaf and dumb son, "If thou canst believe, all things
are possible to him that believeth." In reply, the father "cried out and said with
tears, I believe (pisteuo), help thou mine unbelief."
Pisteuo, "I believe," is the verbal form of the noun "pistis," meaning belief in 2
Thessalonians 2:13, the passage with which these articles were begun.
Belief and Faith

But pistis with its derivatives is the same Greek word translated faith whenever
that word occurs in the New Testament! To take one example of many where the
word "faith" appears: "Faith (pistis) cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God" (Romans 10:17). The translators could quite easily have used the word belief
instead of faith, and so we see that both "belief and "faith" mean exactly the same
thing.
Not only so, but this passage sheds light on the statement of Jesus, "He that is of
God heareth God's words" for it is only by hearing God's words, as revealed by Jesus
and his apostles that we can believe, and enjoy the important results which follow
therefrom. But more about this later.

Dictionary Meaning of Belief

In the various English Dictionaries, "belief means "to be firmly persuaded of,"
"to trust." The word "faith" has the same meanings attached to it as has "belief,"
thereby proving that "belief and "faith" are synonymous terms. It does not,
therefore, have sense to say, "If only I had faith," implying that faith is something
given to us from outside ourselves. In fact, faith or belief is a God-given faculty of
the mind, in each one of us is the power to exercise it.
Consequently, when Jesus sometimes censured his hearers, and also his disciples,
in the words, "Oh ye of little faith (oligo-pisto, meaning "of little belief) he simply
meant that in face of the facts, or the evidence available to them, there was no
excuse for the smallness of their belief — or, as we might put it, their irresponsive
attitude, their doubt, their disbelief.
Beginnings of Belief

If you have followed the reasonings so far, and have studied the New Testament
passages mentioned, you will have perhaps come to the conclusion that the hearing

of God's words, as revealed by our Lord and his apostles, and their acceptance by
our minds and hearts, so that we are firmly persuaded of their truth, constitutes
belief. This is indeed so, but notice that this persuasion only touches, as it were, the

beginnings of belief, important though these beginnings are. There are further
aspects of belief to consider, before we can understand fully what belief means.
More Involved

Much more is involved in belief than the mere acceptance of statements. We have

to get at the back of what these statements mean. Then, having ascertained their full
significance, we must ask ourselves whether they will involve any change in the
direction of our future actions, behaviour and lives. This is true not only from a

religious point of view; it is also true in secular life. There, almost without exception,
people's behaviour is dependent upon their beliefs.
This leads us to our second leading question which also involves further
of
the meaning of the word "belief."

^
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What Truth are we Required to Believe In?

This is the second of four questions dealing with the four important subject,
Belief, Truth, Sanctification and Salvation. There are many truths contained in the
Bible (which is also called the Scriptures or Writings of truth) and which we believe
to be the inspired Word of God. All Scripture, however, leads up to, or involves one
central truth beside which all other truths are merely incidental. That does not
imply that these other truths are not important. Indeed they have their own peculiar
degrees of shades of importance, in the various circumstances and contexts in which

they appear. But all fade into insignificance before the great central truth to which
all Scripture points: that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God.
Indeed, there are more than three hundred and thirty prophecies in the Old Testa
ment, foretelling the coming of Jesus as the Messiah and
The Son of God

John, in his gospel, writes concerning Jesus. Many truths had been presented by
John in that wonderful record of our Lord's sojourn upon earth. He records many

great miracles which Jesus performed. Then he writes, "Many other signs truly did
Jesus in the presence of his disciples which are not written in this book, but these are
written that ye might, believe that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God, and that
believing ye might have life through his name" (John 20:30-31).
Exercises in Belief

Study the following passages:—
Genesis 3:15; Romans 16-26; Hebrews 2:14; Isaiah 9:6; Genesis 49:10; Psalms
118; 22-23;- Isaiah 28:16; Matthew 21-32; Romans 9:33; Acts 8:26-40.
W. BROWN.

GLEANINGS

"Let her glean even among the sheaves" Ruth 2:15
'And this too shall pass away'

"When Abraham Lincoln stood on the platform of the train that was to take him
from Springfield, Illinois, to Washington D.C., he told this yarn to his neighbours

who had come to bid him good-bye. "I haveheard," said he, "ofan easternmonarch
who once charged his wise men to invent a sentence, one which would be true and
appropriate in all times and for all situations. Finally they presented him with this
sentence, 'And this tooshall pass away."

C. G.

Almost lie on a penny

"I am afraid that all the grace I have gotten out of my comfortable and easy times
and happy hours might almost lie on a penny. But the good that I have received
from my sorrows and pains and griefs is altogether incalculable. What do I not owe
to the hammer and the anvil, the fire and the file! Affliction is the best bit of fur

niture in my house."

C. H. Spurgeon

Be ye kind one to another. — Ephesians 4:32

"A little kindness goes a long way, and how much it accomplishes! It is not the large
acts of kindness that are so important, although these are necessary at times, but it's
the little ones: a smile, a friencQy handshake, a pat on the shoulder, a sincere conipliment, a word of encouragement, a brief note of thanks, a simple gift. These often
produce results far beyond our expectations. One man carried a small can of oil to
eliminate those irritating squeaks that often jar our nerves. Insignificant? Possibly.
But think how much smoother things would run if we carried a little "can of

kindness" everywhere, and used it frequently."

H. G. Mackay
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He ... took a towel, and girded himself

"Humility is not self-negation or self-depreciation. Jesus knew who He was, and that
the Father had given all judgment and all authority into His hands. He knew that

one day the whole universe would bow before Him. With such knowledge He knelt
before His disciples as a servant and washed their soiled feet with tender care.
Humility is greatest in the apron of a servant."
D. L. Norbie
Emptied and annihilated

"I felt an ardencyof soul to be —emptied and annihilated; to love Himwitha holy
and pure love; to serve and follow Him; to be perfectly sanctiHed and made pure
with a divine and heavenly purity."

Jonathan Edwards

Let us lose ourselves in God

"Spiritual beauty is loveliestwhen it is unconsciously possessed. We must becomeso
absorbed in God as to forget ourselves. Wecannot gazeupon "the gloryof the Lord"
and remain conscious of ourselves. Contemplation brings transformation. Let us lose
ourselves in God."

J. H. Jowett
The love of Christ

"The love of Christhas no borders; is boundless, infinite, divine. It will fill you full
of wonder and expectation —full of joy and sweetness and satisfaction, and still the
halfwill nothave been told."
Alexander Whyte
We quore — Fenelon

"God does not so much regard our actions as the motive of love from which they
spring, and the pliability of our will to His; that which is so dazzling in the eyes of
man is of little accountto God. What He desires is a pure intention,""a will ready for
anything, and ever pliable in His hands, and an honest abandonment of self; and
all this can be more frequently manifestedon small and ordinary occasions, and on
simple and ordinary duties, than on great ones."
Christ everything

"I remark again, that Christ is everything in the great plan of redemption. We are
slaves; Christ gives deliverance to the captives. We are thirsty; Christ is the river of
salvation to slake our thirst. We are hungry; Jesus says, "I am the bread of life." We
are condemned to die; Christ says, "Save that man from going down to the pit. I am

the ransom." We are tossed ona sea oftroubles; Jesuscomes over it saying: "It is I,
be not afraid." We are in darkness; Jesus says: "I am the bright and morning star."
We are sick; Jesus is the balm of Gilead. We are dead; hear the shrouds rend and the
grave hillocks heave, as He cries: "I am the resurrection and the life, he that

believeth in me though he were dead, yet shall he live."

T. De. W. Talmage

Selected by Leonard Morgan

Conducted by

STION

Alf Marsdeii

During a recent discussion meeting I understood you to say that it was
not possible for Jesus to have sinned while He was here upon earth. Can
you please explain what you mean, because it puzzles me somewhat?
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It is true that I hold verywell-defined views about my Saviour, and it is equally
true that anyone who holds definite viewsis always likely to state them without hav
ing the opportunity to explain them fully, and so I welcome this opportunity which
the question affords me. So, we shall examine from the Word that which is factual,
and say which our reason tells that we ought to believe.
The Mission of Jesus

The mission of Jesus was quite clearly and simply stated by Himself, "For the
Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost" (Luke 19:10).John also
records Jesus as saying, "For God so loved the world,that He gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believethin him shouldnot perish, but have everlastinglife.For
God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world
through him might be saved" (John 3:16, 17). These statements by Jesus are plain
and unequivocally expressed.
I mention these scriptures first in order to illustrate what I consider to be fun

damental facets of the mission of the Christ, namely, compassion, pre-knowledge,
pre-existence, and pre-capability. Compassion, because it was Divine love and not

Divine requirement which brought my Savour to earth. Pre-knowledge, because not
only did He know the true condition of man — 'the lost' — but He also knew the

Divine will of His Father in respect of the salvation of man, that He, Jesus, should
seek out those lost in sin, and by His own death, save them. Pre-existence, because if
Jesus knew precisely what the Divine will was, then He must have existed with
the Father before He came to eath to fulfil that will. Pre-capability, because if He
was to be the Saviour, then the capability to save must have been inherent before He
actually started His mission.

So here we are dealing with a unique person, no one less than 'the Lamb slain
from the foundation of the world' (Rev. 13:8).
The Problem of the Flesh

"And the word was made flesh, and dwelt among us(and we beheld his glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father) full of grace and truth" (John 1:14).
Immediately some Christians read thephrase 'made flesh' they tend to think ofall
the sinful propensities which the phrase connotes. There no doubt springs to mind
the statement by Paul, "So then with the mind I myself serve thelaw ofGod; but
with the flesh the law ofsin" (Rom. 7:25). Furthermore, theyassert that the Bible
says (which it does, ofcourse) that Jesus was made "in the likeness ofsinful flesh,"
and they conclude that Hewas exactly as we are: Butthis is not so, as we shall see
later.

The statement by Paul in Romans 8:3 is worthy ofserious examination; it reads,
"Forwhat the law could notdo, in that it was weak through theflesh, God sending
His own son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh."
In the fifth chapter of the same letter, Paul affirms that sin entered into the world

by one man (Adam), and consequent upon that defection, death passed to all men
because all have sinned. Such was the catastrophic consequence of Adam's
transgression. Are we then to conclude that because Jesus came in the flesh that He

was the natural progeny of Adam? No, because Paul argues that by one man,
Jesus Christ (who resembled Adamic man, but was notexactly like him) thegrace of
God abounded unto many. So a distinction is drawnby Paul; the flesh of Adam is
markedby sin, but not the flesh of Christ. Romans 8:3 says that God sent HisSon
for sin (in otherwords, concerning sin-our sin)and in doing soHecondemned sinin
the flesh. He (God) condemned the sinof men and the condemnation took place in
the flesh of Jesus. If Paul had usedthe article, and had said, "condemned (the) sin
in the flesh" then he would have affirmed sin in the flesh of Jesus also, but he was
careful to avoid that.
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So again, in the medium of the flesh, we are considering a special and unique per
son.

Son of Man, Son of God

In his letter to the saints at Philippi, Paul takes us further along the road of our
understanding of this unique person, Jesus the Christ. In the second chapter, Paul
makes a clear statement about the deity of Jesus: He was, in His pre-incarnate state,
"in the form of God," that means He had all the essential attributes of God. Paul
goes on to say that Jesus "emptied Himself." Of what did He empty Himself?
Certainly not of His divine nature. He was Son of God both before and after His

incarnation. Lightfoot says, "He stripped Himself of the insignia of majesty." It is
true that Jesus took upon Himself the limitations of time and space, but it is extremly difficult for us to believe that He limited Himself to such a degree that His
knowledge and conduct were impaired. He was without sin, even though He was
tempted as we are.

However,we must not fall into the same trap as did the Gnostics. The humanity of
Jesus was just as real as His deity. The Gnostics believed that the humanity of Jesus
was not real. They reasoned that perfect deity could not be "in fashion as a man"; all
flesh, they argued, was tainted by sin, and so the appearance of Jesus in the flesh was
a ghost-like appearance. But Paul would have none of this; he said, "he humbled
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross." Jesus

•plumbed the depths for fallen humanity. He left the heights of heaven for the lowest

degredation that man could subject Him to, "even the death of the cross." As they
hammered the nails into His hands and feet He felt the excruciating pain. Oh, yes,
He was real, but He was sinless, otherwise He could not have been the Saviour.
Two Propositions

Those who argue that the mission of Jesus could possibly have failed are in effect
saying, with respect to the outcome of His earthly life, that He was a man who prov
ed Himself to be the Son of God. The other proposition, which I personally embrace,
is that Jesus was, is, and has always been Son of God, and whatever medium had
been chosen for Him to express Himself in. He would have demonstrated in that
medium the perfectness of the Godhead. It had to be in the flesh, because the
sinlessness of the flesh of Christ was a standing condemnation of the sinfulness of
fleshly man.

But there are some who will say, "What was the point of the Temptation if Jesus
couldn't have sirmed"? I would counter that by asking, "What was the point of His
Coming if He could have sinned"?

Are we to get a mental picture of God, having foretold down the ages the coming of
the Messiah, and by His predeterminate counseland will precisely arranged in time
this consummate act of salvation in Jesus His Christ, breathing a sigh of relief in
Heaven when Jesus did not let Him down? Such a picture does not equate in my
mind with the precision of the God in whom I have believed. Did God cast around
for someone in the lineage of Adamic flesh? No, He sent His Son in the flesh as an in
dictment of sin. The immaculate birth, the immaculate life, and the immaculate
restoration of the Christ of God to Heaven, all reflect the immaculate nature of the
Godhead.

Lest I be misunderstood, let me make it perfectly clear that when I consider the

Apostle and great High Priest of our calling then I can share in His pain and agony
as He walked the earth; it was real. But I also look at the power of His Gospel, and

then I can turn my eyesto Heaven and seethe Almighty God, my Heavenly Father,
who takes no chances with sin. We say that not one of God's promises has failed.
Well, He promised us a Saviour, and He did not fail; I believe that it was not in the
economy of God for Him to fail.
CAll questions please, to Alf Marsden. .'^77 Rillingp Road. Hiehfield. Wiean)
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1829 — AND A GREAT DEBATE
In 1829, Andrew Jackson was inaugurated as seventh President of the United
States; the first Oxford-Cambridge boatracetook place at Henley; William Booth,
founder ofthe Salvation Army, wasborn; Sir Humphrey Davy, the English chemist,
died; L. Daguerre and J. N. Niepce formed a partnership for the development of
their photographic inventions; and the Centralised Metropolitan Police Force was
installed in London. It was also theyearofa great debate. It was held in the cityof
Cinciimati, Ohio, U.S.A, The disputants were the great social reformer, Robert
Owen, and theoutstanding Christian preacher, Alexander Campbell.
The background to their meeting was as follows. Owen, duringa series of lectures
in New Orleans, had challenged the clergy of that city to discusswith him the claims

of the Christian religion. "I propose," he said, "to prove, as I have already
attempted to do in my lectures, that all the religions of the world have been founded

on the ignorance of mankind; that theyare directly opposed to the never-changing
laws of nature; that they have been and are the real source of vice, disunion and
misery of every description; that they are now the only real bar to the formation of a

society of vitrue, of intelligence, of charity in its most extended sense, and of

sincerity and kindness among the whole human family; andthat they canno longer
be maintained except through the ignorance of the mass of the people, and the
tyranny of the few over that mass."

No response came from those addressed. Owen was about to embark for the Old
World, boasting that no man in America dared to debate with him. But as soon as

the news of this defiant attitude reached Campbell, he published the challenge in
the "Christian Baptist" and announced his readiness to accept it. "I have long
wondered," he wrote, "why none of the public preachers of Christianity has
appeared in defense of the last, best hope of mortal man. If none but Christian

philosophers composed this society, it might be well enough to let Mr. Owen and his
scheme ofthings find their own level. Butwhile a few oftheseniors disdain tonotice,
or affect to disdain, hisscheme ofthings, it ought notto be forgotten that thousands
are carried away as chaff before the windby the apparentlytriumphant manner in
which Mr. Owen moves along... Relying on the Author, the reasonableness and the
excellency ofthe Christian religion, I will engage to meet Mr. Owen anytime within
one year from this date, at any place equidistant from New Harmony (the site of

Owen's community) and Bethany (Campbell's home town), such as Cincinnati,
Ohio, or Lexington, Kentucky, and will then and there undertake to show that Mr.

Owen is utterly incompetent to prove the positions he has assumed, in a public
debate.

The debate lasted eight days, and brought out the strongest arguments ofeach
side. Owen read out reams ofpapers on his social and moral philosophy. Campbell
presented fact upon fact inproof ofthe Divine origin ofthe Christian religion. One of
hisspeeches lasted twelve hours, on three successive days. What was the outcome of

itall? The cause ofChristianity was advanced, and an effective check was putto the
spread of unbelief. How could it have been otherwise? As the "Cincinnati

Chronicle" commented at the time, "If the genius, the wit, the ridicule, and the
argument of such men as Hume, and Voltaire, nd Condorcet, and Gibbon, and
Paine, have failed to arrest the mighty and widespread march of the Christian reli
gion, it requires no small degree of credulity, to believe, that Robert Owen can ever
be successful."

Abook was published containing anauthentic report ofthe whole proceedings. It
runs to 465 pages ofsmall printand is entitled 'The Evidences ofChristianity." I
would recommend, nay urge, all to read it. Here, for example, is part of what
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Campbell wrote in the introduction.

"Christianity is a POSITIVE INSTITUTION and has had positive existence in
the world for more than eighteen centuries. Infidelity, as opposed to Christianity, is
not an institution, but a mere negation of an institution and of the facts and docu
ments on which it is founded. It has no essential formal existence. It has no facts and
documents, and, therefore,it has no proof. It merely assails Christianity but offers
no substitute for it, and has none to offer...

"I have never read, nor heard a philosophic, rational, logical argimient against

Christianity; nor have I ever seen or heard a rational, philosophic, or logical argu
ment in favour of any form of scepticism or infidelity. Jesus Christ was and is a
PERSON; not a thing, not a doctrine, not a theory. Infidelity is not a person, not a

thing, nota theory. Theremay be a theory ofit, but it isnota theory. It is a state of
mind, an intellectual, or moral imbecility. It is a spiritual jaundice, sometimes green
and sometimes black. They cannot be philosophically, logically, rationally com
pared. They are neither logical nor literal contrasts. The infidel is but the incarna

tion of a negative idea. He is absolutely but a mere negation. He stands to
Christianity as darkness standsto light. Is darkness anything? Is blindness anything
but the lossof sight? Is unbelief anything but the repudiation of evidence?...
"Jesus Christ was a real person, and had personal, positive attributes. He had a
real and positivecharacter, unique, original, transcendent. It was as fixed, as posi

tive, and as radiating, as the sun in heaven. The originality and unity of his
character is all sufficient, in the eye of educated reason, to claim for him a cordial
welcome into our world, and to hail him as the supreme benefactor of our race..."

AlexanderCampbell, in the subsequent years, continued incessantly to labour for
the promotion of the cause he sogreatly loved. Throughhis writings and addresses,
he preachedto increasing thousands, unfolding the great plan ofhuman redemption
in all its details. More debates followed too. One was with Bishop John Purcell of

Cincinnati on the subject — "The Roman Catholic Religion," and another with the
Presbyterian N. L. Rice on "The Action, Subject, Design, and Administrator of
Christian Baptism etc^" These debates werealsoprinted and can be read with profit
today.

Robert Owen, after 1829, still devoted himself to preaching his educational,
moral, rationalist and marriage-reform ideas. At the age of 82 he became a

spiritualist. It is said that when Ralph Waldo Emerson asked him in his old age,
"Who is your disciple? How many men possessed of your views, who will remain

after you,are going to put themin practice?"Owen candidlyreplied, "Not one."
Ian Davidson, Motherwell.

THE BOOKS OF THE BIBLE
An unusual Poem

In GENESIS the world is made by God's creative hand;
In EXODUS the Hewbrews march toward their promised land.
LEVITICUS contains the law — holy and just and good;
NUMBERS records the tribes enrolled—all sons of Abraham's blood.
Moses in DEUTERONOMY records God's mighty deeds;
JOSHUA into Canaan the Lord's host bravely leads.
In JUDGES their rebellion provokes the Lord to smite,

But RUTH records the faith of one well pleasing in His sight.
In FIRST and SECOND SAMUEL of Jesse's son we read:

^
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Ten tribes inFIRST AND SECOND KINGS revolt against his seed.

The FIRST and SECOND CHRONICLES see Judah captive made,
ButEZRA leads a remnant backbyprincely Cyrus's aid.
Thecitywall ofZion NEHEMIAH builds again;
While ESTHER saves herpeople from theplots ofwicked men.

In JOB we read how fiaith will live beneath affliction's rod,
And David's PSALMS areprecious songs to every child ofGod.

The PROVERBS like agoodly string ofchoicest pearls appear;
ECCLESIASTES teaches man how vain areallthings here.
The mystic SONG OF SOLOMON exalts sweet Sharon's rose;
While Christ, theSaviour andthe King, theraptISAIAH shows.
JEREMIAH'S warning apostate Israel scorns;
In LAMENTATIONS he theaccomplished downfall mourns.

EZEKIEL tells inwondrous words ofdazzling mysteries;
While kingsand empires yet to come DANIELin vision sees.

Ofjudgment andofmercy HOSEA loves totell;
JOELdescribes theblessed dayswhen Godwithmenwill dwell.
AmongTekoah's herdsmen AMOS receives hiscall;
While OBADIAH prophesies of Edom's final fall.

JONAH enshrines a wondrous type—our resurrected Lord;
MICAH pronounces Judah lost— lost, but again restored.
NAHUM declares on Nineveh justjudgment to bepoured,
When God Almighty pours hiswrath ontoAssyria's horde.

Aview ofChaldea's coming doom HABAKKUK'S vision give;
NextZEPHANIAH warns theJews toturn, repentandlive.
HAGGAI writes ofthose who see thetemple built again.
And ZECHARIAH prophesies ofChrist's triumphant reign.
MALACHI, thelastto touch thehigh prophetic chord.
In final notessublime predictsthecoming ofthe Lord.

MATTHEW, MARK, LUKE andJOHN theholy gospel pen.
Describing howthe Saviour livedand died for loveof men.

ACTS proves how God the apostles owned with signs inevery place;
PaulinROMANS teaches ushow man issaved bygrace.
Hein theCORINTHIANS instructs, exhorts, reproves;
GALATIANS show that faith in ChristalonetheFather loves.

EPHESIANS and PHILIPPIANS tell what Christians ought to be;
COLOSSIANS bids ustolive toGod andfor eternity.
In THESSALONIANS we seetheLordwill come from Heaven;
In TIMOTHY andTITUS a bishop's ruleisgiven.
PHILEMON marks the love ofChrist which only Christians know;
HEBREWS depicts the gospel, prefigured by the Law.

EXAMINE YOURSELVES
... whether ye be in the faith (2 Cor. 10:12).

It is Judgment Day and souls are entering the portals ofeternity, aware that the
time has come when each must give account of himself to God (Romans 14:12). A
great many have never till this moment seen themselves as they really are, and as
God sees them. They fall down speechless and weeping. But a few have come
prepared, able to
andsjseak, and these Jesus welcomes with a smile. During
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their lifetime, they had often examined themselves —and that not by the standards
of the world now gone, but by the Book now open intheir Judge's hand. With Bible
open, they had prayerfully practised each day the following command: "Examine
yourselves, whether ye be inthe faith" (2 Cor. 10:12). This conditioned them to give
account of themselves to God.

Begin examining yourself to see whether you are in the faith by paraphrasing
some ofits great texts with your own name, andsee iftheresults aretrue.
has
sinned, and come shortofthe glory of God (Rom. 3:23). God so love
that He
gave His only begotten Son, that
believing in Him should notperish, buthave
everlasting life (John 3:16). God is not willing that
should perish, but that
should come to repentance (2 Pet. 3:9). For with the heart

believes,

resulting in righteousness, andwith the mouth
confesses, resulting in salva
tion (Rom. 10:10). For
has beenbaptized into Christ, and has put on Christ
(Gal. 3:27). Although
was formerly alienated andhostile in mind, Christ has
reconciled

in His fleshly body (and blood) through death, so as to present

Holy and blameless and beyond reproach, if

continues in the faith

(Col. 1:19-23).

To further exampine yourself, consider the following seven questions. As you
come toeach question, it will require more maturity inthe faith for an affirmative
answer than it did for the preceding question.
1

Have I been obedient to the faith? (Rom. 1:5).

2 Am I continuing in the faith? (Col. 1:23).
3

Am I established in the faith? (Col. 2:7).

4 Am I contending for the faith? (Jude 3).
5

Am I united with others in the faith? (Eph. 4:2-5, 13).

6 Do I hold the faith without personal favouritism? (James 2:1).
7

Am I loved in the faith? (Titus 3:15).

How many ofuscould get halfway through these questions without faltering? We
contend not for the faith, but our own sentiments. We unite not with others in the

faith, butonly with those inour own "club". We hold the faith not without personal

favouritism, but excluding those whom we thinkdonothave quite theright connex
ions. We are loved not in the faith but on the basis of our personalities. We are ex
amining others when we ought to be examining ourselves.
If self examination can be reduced to one question, it is that of attitude to the
faith. Without the right attitude to the faith, no man can say yes to those seven

questions. It isthe key to all ofthem. Especially isit the key to unity and fellowship

and love in the faith. Someone has said, "I would rather be wrong on almost every

point of doctrine and yet have a right attitude to the word of God, then be right in
every detail but for awrong attitude to the word. For in the first case I would quickly
come to a knowledge ofthetruth, but inthe other case I should quickly depart from
the faith." If we must examine others, let attitude to the faith be the test; but cer

tainly on this basis let us examine ourselves.
Ron Graham

28 Faulkner Street, South Blackburn,
Victoria, Australia
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One result has already been noticed in

SCRIPTURE
READINGS

MAY 1982
2 Gen. 50,14-26
9 Ex.35,20-35
16 Ex.36,1-13
23 Isa. 55

II Cor. 7,2-16
II Cor 8,1-15
II Cor 8,16 to 9,5
II Cor 9,6-15

301 Kings 22,9-28

II Cor 10

REPENTANCE

This word means simply "change of
mind" and we are reading of this in rela
tion to some of the Corinthian brethren

(and of course sisters), Titus and Paul

himself. Obviously the heart-strings are
involved. We hope it is a right way of
expressing what the whole letter is
about. Years of work intervene between

Paul's leaving Corinth and his "first"
letter, and possibly one between "first"

and "second." His anxiety must have
begun when he had report from "them of
the household of Chloe" concerning
trouble in the church. The visit he pro
jected was put off, given up from discre
tion after the immediate action, the first
letter (1,17).

Then Titus was sent and expected to
return with report of conditions. This
was indeed anxiously awaited, and not

satisfied until the journey from Ephesus
got via Troas into Macedonia (possibly
Philippi or Thessalonica). Had the letter
been too severe? Had Paul's enemies —
who were enemies of truth —

successfully poisoned the minds of those
precious souls whose new birth had been

by his agency? We need not imagine the
changing feelings experienced because
they are written here. Any earnest
preacher of the present day may have
the same heart throbs. When we have

done wrong or made mistakes repen
tance is the essential step, and godly
sorrow the motive. Repentance almost

always means action, change of direc
tion and behaviour.

chapter 2 from verse 5. Here further

proof is set down with joy for the

satisfaction derived from Paul's pride in
his converts in that vigorous and famous
church (1,14: I Cor. 1, 4-8). Note the

change in R.V. from repent to regret
(7,8). The change of mind in the cases of

Paul and Titus was not repentance

because they had not done wrong. It was
a change from fear and sorrow to joy.
Titus must have reported the dramatic
effect of the letter upon the church as a
whole. Verses 7 and 11 overflow with the

signs of godly sorrow — eager longing,
earnestness, defence, fear, vehement

desire, clearing of yourselves, zeal to
assure Paul of their desire to obey him.

Our statement (page 30) should of
course have been "before" not "when"
he wrote the letter. We note Paul's

emphases as in verse 2 "neither
wronged, corrupted nor defrauded
anyone." His earnest endeavour was to
make the Corinthians see themselves as

the object of his care. He surely did
write also for the sake of those concer

ned in the evil-doing, but his care was
supremely the well-being of the church.
Much had been done to correct the

troubles and this brought relief, and
removed regrets.
BENEVOLENCE

We repeat what we think is needful
that the heathen world was without God

and without hope. No such thing as a
hospital, charitable institution, or
medical care for the poor was ever heard
of. The gospel alone is responsible for
the existence of such things. It was in
truth the GRACE OF GOD bestowed
upon mankind made visible in Mace

donia, only in the churches, and it was
so wonderful to see at all anywhere. The
givinginstead of the getting was beginn
ing because the good news was being
spread that God so loved that he GAVE.

The DAMNED SOCIETY of the worid
was beginning to see THE LOVE OF

GOD in the persons of the
REDEEMED. Communities (churches)
composed largely of converted heathens
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but also basically of Jews, are sacrificing
their worldly goods to relieve where
poverty and persecution were being suf

should share this responsibility. Titus is

fered. A one-time Pharisee is organising
with the help of an uncircumcised
gentile a collection of money from those

and the other trusted many times by
Paul. He urges the Corinthian chutch to
show all goodwill to them. The intention
seems to have been to journey directly to
Judaea from Corinth, but that was
changed (Acts 20, 3 & 21, 15). Seven
disciples went ahead to Troas. Luke and
Paul followed. Luke, Timothy,
Aristarchus and Trophimus certainly

of little or much means for their suffer

ing brothers and sisters in Judaea. And
the Corinthians themselves were already
engaged in the work, quite voluntarily as
a part of their faith and practice. Their
appreciation of the GRACE of God in
giving His Son, and the amazing
sacriHcing of supreme deity to share our
human frailty, and not just that but a
lowly position in life, a labouring man,
made them adopt compassion for
human suffering as a natural life
exercise.

The development of public charity as
so rightly held up to ridicule by Dickens
was a hopeless caricature of the
benevolence springing up with the New
Testament Christianity. What divine or

the leader but two otherswill be tilavellingalso. One had actually been c^iosen,

came to Jerusalem (Acts 21, 29: 27, 2).
We assume Titus there fulfilled his

duties relating to the collection (Gal. 2, 3
mentioned on another occasion). It does

not appear that either Timothy or
Aristarchus experienced the shipwreck
on the way to Rome, neither being
mentioned, and possibly disembarking
at Sidon or Myra. The collection handed
over at Corinth was to be of "bounty"
not of "covetousness," seems to mean

stresses the freewill nature of the collec

not to appear to be on account of pres
sure by Paul but with expression of
gladness. Like Habakkuk's expression
fo faith (3, 18) — so glad to give — the

tion, using the pressure put upon him

Christian's attitude towards his fellows.

human

institution

has

not been

similarly travestied? Paul indeed

that some had used (8, 4) as an

Paul's Challenge

encouragement not to fall back from the
first intention. The giving among

The remaining portion of the letter

Christians is to be their continued care
for one another. Over the world there is

and claims. An anxiety remains that

to be the "fellowship" (sharing) of the
ministry, that is, service to one another
as a mutual responsibility. The spiritual
fellowship is to be shown in material
fellowship. With what joy did that band
of pilgrims take the offering to
Jerusalem? Was this not the fulfilment

of unity in Christ (Gal. 3, 28)? — Paul's
special place in the apostolate? We must

forms a vindication of Paul's character
some of the members at Corinth will
remain unconvinced. Such has been the

subtle but powerful effort to belittle
both the character, teaching and work of
Paul It appears plain that the Judaisers
claimed apostolic backing based upon
the fact that Paul was not one of the

twelve chosen personally by Jesus. No
argument, however trifling, could be left

glance at companions (Acts 20,4).

out which could be used against him.

Decently And In Order
This expression refers to the way we
behave when gathered in a meeting and
it is important then, but admimstration

drove them to criticise his letters and

of a'gift from one group to another does

need to be carefully coniducted. Paul is
careful that no blame should fall upon

His powerful advocacy of the truth
deride his rebukes. In chapter ten he
vindicates himself, and warns the
church that there will not be any com

promise when he does come in person'
among them. He does not need to speak

any ' one person buV t^t brethren .of

of wark ^hich he has not himself un^
dertaken. Those who made claims for

reputation, and reco^ised character

themselves could not equal or match his
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"boasting," which needed no proof as it
was the truth. That church could

anticipate supporting him into further

fields of labour, such was his expecta
tion of divine ability and authority. His
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like him; for we shall see him as he is."
(1 John 3:2).
It is obvious that there will be no

physical scars on the incorruptiblebody

appeal in this letter is by meekness and

— no pain, no sickness, no broken limbs,
infirmities, and no death. It is enough to
know that our spirits shall dwell eter

considerateness so that he would not

nally in heaven clothed in immortality!

was a direct, divine commission. His

need to exercise his authority with
severity upon unrepentant opponents in

I. HIMMEL

person.

R. B. Scott
ANEW BODY

THE ^ible teaches plainly that there
will be a bodily resurrection when Jesus
makes his second appearance. What sort
of body the wicked will have at that
time, I do not know.

As for the righteous, this much is
certain: flesh and blood cannot inherit
the kingdom of God. The resurrected

body therefore will be a changed body.
The faithful who are living when Jesus
comes again will be changed, "In a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at
the last trump: for the trumpet shall
sound, and the dead shall be raised in

corruptible, and we shall be changed."
(1 Cor. 15:50-52).

In 1 Cor. 15:35-54 and Phil 3:20,21,
we have the followingcontrast:

NEWS FROM
THE CHURCHES
Slamannan

District: Scotland:

The Quarterly Mutual Benefit Meeting
was held at Redding-Muirhead on
Saturday, 6th March, 1982, when an

enthusiastic gathering, some coming a
considerable distance, considered the
subject, "What are the qualifications of
elders and are they responsible for dis

cipline in the church." The speakers
were Harry McGinn, Dalmellington,
and Mark Plain (Snr.) from Tranent. In

the chair (at short notice) was Hugh
Davidson, East Kilbride. The speakers
dealt well with the subject and a great
deal of discussion ensued. Indeed there

was insufficient time for all thosetaking
part to exhaustwhat they w^ted to say.
The next Mutual Benefit Meeting, will,
God willing, be held at Tranent on 15th

May, 1982, (4 p.m.) when the question
The Old Body
Corruptible

The New Body
Incorruptible

Mortal

Immortal
Glorious
Powerful

Dishonourable
Weak
Natural

Earthly
Vile

Spiritual
Heavenly
Fashioned like unto

Christ's glorious
body.

will be "What is the sin unto death that

should not be prayed for?". The
speakers will be L. Purcell, Motherwell,
and Tom McGinn, Dalmellington. The
chairman will be Peter Sneddon, Dennyloanhead.
H. Davidson

Zimbabwe: We are in Salisbury,
Zimbabwe, (formerly Rhodesia) for a
two-week visit. Since independence the
country has become much more like

Many questions could be raised about

Zambia. Chester was the main speaker

the glorified new body which no one can
answer. John wrote, "Beloved, now are

in a day's Bible Teach-in for.a combined

we the sons of God, and it doth not yet
appear what we shall be: but we know

that, when he shall "ppear, we shall be

meeting of eight Salisbury con
gregations. In addition he preached at
three African congregations.
Angela & Chester Woodhall.
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BRIGHTON

SOCIAL

Slamannan, Scotland: The Social will
(D.V.) take place in the church Meeting
House, New Street, Slamannan, on Sat.
22nci May, 1982, at 4 p.m. The speakers

It has^w^^

a great joy at

meetings^th^gi^urcWn Oxford Street,
Brighton, t9 ""^^^come Christians and
friends

Sussex. As travelling

will be Bro. John Wilson (Jnr.) of

days co^^^ouiMiagain, avery warm in

Slamannan, and Bro. Tom Kemp,
Hindley. A warm invitation is given to
everyone to come and hear the Lord
praised in word and song.

able to come and share in our fellowship.
Con. John Batchelor tel. Brighton

vitation is exteraed'to everyone who is
722927.

John B. Wilson (Sec.)

WHEN GOD CALLED

WHAT JESUS THOUGHT OF HIS
CHURCH

HE "loved the church and gave himself

for it" (Eph. 5:25). He "nourisheth and
cherisheth it." He loves and cares for it

with loving and tender care, as the
husband cares for his wife. To Him it is

to be "a glorious church, not having spot
or wrinkle or any such thing; but that it
should be holy and without blemish".
(Eph. 5:27).
The Lord's thinking and attitude

Elijah was busy plowing;
Gideon was busy threshing wheat;
David was busy caring for the sheep;
Matthew was busy collecting taxes;
Amos was busy following the flock;
Peter and Andrew were busy fishing;
Saul was busy persecuting the church;
Moses was busy with his flocks in
Horeb;

Nehemiah was busy carrying the King's
cup;

towards the church should be our think

James and John were busy preparing to

ing and attitude. WE MAKE UP THE

fish;
King Saul was busy searching for lost

CHURCH, each brother and sister. Let
us never at any time be a "spot" or

beasts.

"wrinkle" or "blemish".

Is Christ's attitude yours and mine?
—^Woodstock (Cape Town) - Bulletin

LET US ALL GET BUSY!
MAYBE THE LORD CAN USE US!
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Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning.
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VOL. 50 No. 5

JUSTIFICATION
God's plan for saving the souls of lost men is the central theme of the entire Bible.
The scheme for human redemption begins to unfold in the early part of the Genesis;
and like a great river ever widening in its course, continues through to Revelation.
•All other issues are purely incidental to God's main thrust — to rescue perishing
souls. Jesus came to seek and to save that which was lost and is the central

personality of the Bible — His gospel is the focal point of its doctrine. The O.T.
pointed forward to His coming and the New Testament presents Him as the world's
Redeemer and reveals in detail His scheme of redemption.

The small congregation at Haddington has in its mid-week Bible study, been going
through Paul's epistle to the Romans and has been confronted with Paul's teaching
on 'Justification'; that pearl amongst all the many graces of God to man, and the one
which Luther considered the most important doctrine in the Bible. 'Justification' is
not now a matter much written upon but if one should pursue any background read
ing in the subject one will find that it was something around which controversy raged
at the Reformation. Alexander Campbell agreed with Luther's sentiments and said
of the great Reformer "Emerging from the smoke of the great city of mystical
Babylon, he saw as clearly and as far into these matters as any person could in such
a hazy atmosphere." Luther's view, based on New Testament scripture, that we are
justified by faith, conflicted with the teaching of the Roman Catholic church and
even now Roman Catholic theologians believe that justification involves an infusion,
and not an imputation, of righteousness — a moral and not a l^al change, a change
of character and not of condition.
THE MEANING

The meaning of 'Justification' is best ascertained from the original use made of
the word in the scriptures. Here it would seem to be a direct opposite to 'condemna
tion' and used in the context of a judge pronouncing that the person arraigned before
him is innocent (Deut. 25:1 Is 5:22). The function of the judge is to confirm the in
nocence of the guiltless, and condemn the guilty, and, as such, he has not need to
dispense mercy. The innocent have therefore no need of pardon — only the guilty.
Thus the element of Pardon looms large in any definition of 'Justification.' Paul in
the early chapters of Romans highlights the guilt of both Jews and Gentiles. The
Jews had the Mosaic Law but the law merely defined sins and could not pardon
them. The law condemned and therefore could not at the same time justify those
under it. The Gentiles, although not having the law, were sinners never-the-less.

66

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

because they did not always do by nature the things contained in law or in keeping

with their conscience (Rom. 2 &3), andtherefore Paul could truly say"All (Jew and
Gentile) have sinned and come short oftheglory ofGod" Because "bythedeeds of
the law no flesh could be justified" God had to step in and justify us by His grace.

Our justiflcation means therefore thatGod not only declares us innocent ofhaving
contravened His law but actually regards us as if we had always actually kept it.
'Justification' is thus the happy state ofbeing admitted into the favour of God, as
pardoned sinners, God choosing to ignore the fact that we were ever dead in

trespasses and sins. In Paul's discourse to those Jews in Antioch (Acts 13:39) he

declared: "Be itknown unto you therefore, men and brethren, thatthrough this man

is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: and by Him all that believes are
justified from allthings, from which yecould notbejustified bythelaw ofMoses."
THE MEANS

The means of mans' justification had of necessity to come from a source com

pletely external to man himself. Man has not the capacity to direct his own steps, let

^

alone pull himself up 'by the bootstraps' from the abyss of sin. It is true however
that man is quick to try to justify himself, not only to his fellowman, but to God

Himself. Job was accused of this numerous times, by Bildad. The certain young
lawyer 'willing to justify himself asked Jesus "Who is my neighbour?" Adam
blamed his transgression on 'the woman thougavest to be with me' and Eve, when
challenged, explained 'the serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.' When Moses-

challenged Aaronon the presence of the golden calf,Aaron said, "Thou knowest the
people, that theyare set on mischief." Similarly Saul, when questioned by Samuel
about the bleating sheep, blamed the people — "But the people took of the spoil,
sheep and oxen ..." Clearly some of the best people were quick to try and justify
themselves, and when accused we ourselves are no strangers to the device ofselfjustification. There are, however, none righteous, no, not one, and whether our ac
tions on a certain occasion may or may not be excusable, the broad truth is that all
have sinned and come sadly short of God's glory (and sin separates man from his
Maker). But. BUT. "BUT God commandeth His love towards us in that while we

were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified by His
blood, weshall besavedfrom Wraththrough Him. Forif when we were enemies, we
were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more being reconciled, we
shall be saved by His life."

Thus God graciously intervened and rescued us from our hopeless plight. While

man struggled in the morass of sin Christ died for him, and 'Justified' mankind 'By ^
His blood.' Small wonder then that God comir.«>ndeth His own standard of love to

us and assures us of His promise which contains that double indemnity, i.e.That if
God would save His enemies by the death of His Son, howmuch more will He save
His Church by the life of His Son. From Paul's various other statements in Romans

on the subject, we can summarise and say that "It is God that justifieth" (Rom.
8:33) and that we are justified "Freely by His Grace" (Rom. 3:24) and that we are

"justified by His blood" (Rom.5:9) and that weare justified by our ownfaith (Rom.
5:1).
THE MANNER

Even the most casual reader will at once realise that if man is justified by his
faith in Christ, then the justification which God extends has not universal applica
tion. Indeed Paul stressed to the Corinthians that the unrighteousshall not inherit
the kingdom of Godand adds: "And such weresomeof you: but ye are washed; but
ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the

Spirit ofour God." (1 Cor. 6:11). Again, in (Rom. 8:23), Paul advises usthat only

,
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those who have responded to God's call will be justified, and those whom God

justifies them He also glorifies. To be Justified is, therefore, entirely contingent
upon our faith in Christ.

Bearing inmind thatthere were Judaizers inthe church at Rome, doubtless voic
ing the merits of circumcision and the works of the law we pan perhaps understand

why the apostle spends much time in emphasising thatjustification was conditional
upon faith andwhy he introduces (Chap. 2&3) thecase ofAbraham and David. In

Abraham's case, Paul points out that he was justified by simple but strong faith.
Abraham lived before the Mosaic Law was given and therefore enjoyed God's
justification without the law. Paul infers that Jews and Gentiles in his (Paul's) day
could equally enjoy God's justification inthe same way and on the same terms. Nor

was this all, for Abraham was justified by God by faith about twenty years before he

was circumcised —thus circumcision hadnothing to do with it, andtherefore men

could quite easily (in Paul's day) be justified by faith as Abraham was, and
circumcision and Moses' Law would have no bearing on the matter. Neither, in
Abraham's case, had his justification been based on his works for he was justified
before being tested by works, and many years before being called upon to sacrifice
his son. Justification given because of meritorious works would form payment of a
debt —but justification is by free grace and is not therefore payment of any debt.
Abraham has not earned his justification by works. Paul not only quotes the case of

Abraham butalso refers to David, who unlike Abraham lived under the law and who
spoke while it was still in force.

"Even David," says Paul, "describeth the blessedness ofa man, unto whom God
imputeth righteousness without works, Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are

forgiven, and whose sins are covered. Blessed isthe man to whom the Lord will not

impute sin. Paul quotes here Psalm 32:1,2 where David not only expresses the idea
of justification without works butalso, at the same time, gives us a wonderful defini

tion of 'Justification'. And so Paul shows that his doctrine of justification by faith is

not as revolutionary as some ofthe Jews were claiming, but was as old as Abraham
and David.

Readers may be thinking of what James, inhis epistie, had to say about the case
of Abraham and how, in James' view Abraham was "justified by works, when he

had offered Isaac his son upon the altar." (James 2). I believe that any apparent
contradiction in the two statements will disappear ifwe study the matter closely. It

seems to me that James is not denying that Abraham was justified by faith but is
merely stressing that true faith must manifest itself ingood works (or it is not true
faith atall). Indeed (in verse 22) James directs our attention to Abraham's faith and

how that faith had its fair and full expression in works —"Seest thou how faith
wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect." Works, therefore,
according to James, are the tangible evidence that faith is present in any individual,'

and are, in fact, the onlyevidence. Thus'no works' means 'nofaith.'
THE MORAL

And so, atthe risk of labouring the point, 'Justification' is, as Luther maintained,
the doctrine by which the church would stand or fall. It certainly is the source of the

great freedom we enjoy in Christ, and destroys the need for any human inter

mediary or priestly confessional. Praise be to God for such an unspeakable blessing.

'Justification' is by the grace ofGod; is for Jew and Gentile alike; and isbased on
the premise not only that God pardons our sins but regards us as ifwe have never

fallen. It depends not upon any meritorious works on our part and transcends any

question of colour, or race, or law, or circumcision (except and in so far that our good
works are but evidence and expressions of our faith in Christ). This blessing was
brought about by the shedding ofChrist's precious blood and isoffered tothose who
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have been called by the gospel, washed and sanctified. The moral? God has been
swift to forgive us our iniquities and nobody "twisted His arm." Nobody should have
to twist our arms to force us to forgive our fellowmen their trespasses against us. As
Paul says, "And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another,
even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you." (Eph. 4:32).
— Editor

THE DAY OF JUDGMENT
(Matt. 25:31-46)
Introduction:

The majority of the people in the wholeworld believethat a person can find a way
for all the problems of life, I mean, that every kind of problem is not somethingthat
is impossible to solve. The only thing that cannot be solvedis death, they say, weall
have to die some day. But death is not the one thing that we all have in common so
far as the future is concerned, for some now living may never die for the Apostle Paul,

tells us that "We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet." 1 Cor. 15:51,52. The one thing we all have
in common is the judgment. We all must one day face the judgment of God. There

will be no exceptions. In Romans 14:10, Paul wrote, "We all shall stand beforethe
judgment seat of Christ." We willall be there. There willbe no exceptions.
No one can doubt the magnitude of this matter of standing before God in judg
ment if he reads the Bible very often. In Acts 17:30,31, Paul told the Athenians,
"And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men

everywhere to repent. Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he willjudge
the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained."
There is no truth more clearly taught in God's word, no fact more firmly
established, and no warning more emphatic than the truth of these words spoken by
the apostle Paul concerningthe great day of judgment.

This day of judgmenthad been appointed long ago, but through Jesus Christ it
has been made knownwith greater clearness. Nowherein the Bible is the issue of the

last judgmentgiven such powerful emphasis as in the message of Jesus Himself, as
contained in the twenty-fifth chapter of Matthew. After telling the story of the ten

virgins, five ofwhom were wise, making preparation toenterintothemarriage feast,
and five of whom were foolish, making inadequate preparation, Jesus said,
"Afterward came also the other virgins, saying Lord, Lord, open to us. But he

answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not." Then, Jesus made the
application to Hisdisciples and to all ofus, "Watch therefore, for ye know not the
day not the hour" (Matt. 25:11-13).

Immediately, Jesus related the parable of the talents, which contains a section
concerning a man who was given his talent from God, but rather than use it as God
directed, he buried it in the earth. Jesus concluded that story with the awesome
words, "And cast ye out the unprofitableservant into the outer darkness: there shall
be the weeping and the gnashing ofteeth" (25:30). Actually, Jesus istheonly person
in the scriptures who usedthis expression, "the weeping and the gnashing ofteeth,"
and He used it three times to indicate the seriousness of being unprepared to meet
God in the judgment.

It was at t.hig point that Jesus gave the most complete accountof the judgment
scene that we find anywhere in the Bible. Jesus shows to us clearly that judgment
will be a time when men carry on a personal dialogue with Him. (read Matt. 25:31His Appearing

(Verses 31-32a) — There are several facts in this statement which.shows beyond
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any doubt that the reference is to the end of the dispensation, the time when Jesus
shall cometo judgethe worldprior to His delivering the kingdom back to the Father.
1. He shall come in His glory.
2. All the angels shall be with Him.

3. He shall sit on the throne of His glory,

4. All the nations of the earth shall be gathered before Him. This is a majestic
picture with which the Lord brings His sermon to a close.

Another passage ofscripture which presents thejudgment scene in all its complete
realityis found in Rev. 20:11-15 (read). Here the apostle John describes the special
revelation that the Lord gave to him.
The coming of Christ will be in glory, because of the full manifestation of His

power and majesty; and His throne is called the throne of His glory, becausefrom it
shall come decisions of wisdom and righteousness. (Cf. Acts 17:30,31). The aweful-

ness of the sceneis described by the apostle Paul when he says, (read 2 Thess. 1:710).

The angels in the Scriptures are frequently associated with Jesus in descriptions
of the judgment. In the parable of the tares, they are called "the reepers," and we
are toldthat "the Sonofman shallsendforth his angels, and theyshallgatheroutof
his kingdom all things that cause stumbling, and them that do iniquity, and shall
cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be the weeping and the gnashing of
teeth." (Matt. 13:36-43).

(Verses 32b-45) — The Division of the People

In the expression "he shallseparate them," the pronoun"them," in the original, is
masculine, while its antecedent "nations" is neuter (neither masculine nor

feminine). This clearly shows that the separation has reference, not to the nations,
as such; but to the individuals who make up the nations. This separation will be
made with unerring penetration, and with infinite equity. The vast multitudes will
move to the right or to the left under the influenceof the Lord's power. The meta

phor is taken from the practice of shepherds of ancient times in keeping the sheep
and the goats inseparateflocks. In thematter ofjudgement, the righthand isalways
represented as the place of honor an'? preferment, while the
is the place of the
less favoured or despised. The separation which is here made is not the result of

caprice or arbitrary power, but according to a settledprinciple in the government of
God, "He will judgethe world in righteousness." This principle weshall discuss it
further on,

(Verse 34). — "Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand. Come, ye
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of

the world." This is the first and only time in which Jesus plainly calls Himself the
"King." Those on His right hand are the blessed of the Father,' that is, their
character demonstrated that they havelived according to the will of God, and under
His benediction.

In saying that the kingdom was prepared for the righteousfrom the foundation of
the world, the meaning is that it wasand is the eternalpurpose of God that none but
therighteous could inherit His eternal kingdom, orlive with Him eternally.
(Verse 35) —After describing the glory and majesty ofthe judgement scene, the
Lord next gives the reason for thepublic acknowledgment ofthe righteous. TTie acts

which are mentioned here are all deeds ofmercy, and they fall in the category of
good works.

(Verses 37-40) —The manner in which Christ replies tothe righteous, as if they
had ministered unto Him personally, excites their astonishment, and emphasizes
the unconscioi'sness of merit which characterises the noblest deeds, when their
performance is motivated by faith in and love for God and man.
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(Verses 41-45) — Even the vilest sinner, while here upon the earth, is in a certain

sense always before the Lord, but there will come a time when every unprepared

person will be forever banished from His presence. The "cursed"are those who are
devoted to destruction. This state is the very opposite of the "blessed." It implies the

negation of all the blessings which are promised the faithful, and a positive infliction
of eternal suffering.
The "eternal fire" denotes both the nature and duration of the nature and dura

tion of the punishment which willbe inflicted. It was prepared for the devil and his
angels, but it will also be the lot of all men who partake of the ways of the evil one.
For one to suffer the same kind of punishment which was originally meant for the
devil shows something of the enormity of sin. We see here, plainly, why sinners are
destroyed, not because there was no salvation for them, but because they neglected
to receive good, and do good. They are cursed, because they refused to be blessed;
and they are damned, because they refused to be saved.
It should be observed that in the three examples which Christ gave to illustrate

the second coming, the virgins, the talents, and the judgment, not a single one of
those who were condemned was charged with any sin but that of neglect. (Heb. 2:3)
Neglectalone is sufficient to condemn the soul. Some people pretend not to knowof
the distress of others, because they have no desire to relieve them; but, as this lesson

plainly teaches, such ignorance will not be of any benefit at the judgment day.
"Then shall he answer them saying, Verily I say unto you. Inasmuch as ye did it not
unto one of these least, ye did it not unto me." The only difference between this
answer and the one given to the righteous is the word not. Their failure in this
respectwas the ground for their condemnation.No other sins or acts"~Df disobedience
are taken into consideration. Simple neglect is sufficient to cause eternal condem
nation.
The Final Reward

(Verse 46) — The Final Reward — "And these shall go away into eternal punish
ment: but the righteous into eternal life."
Efforts have been made to show that the punishment of the wicked is not eternal,
but one has only to read this text to see that the punishment of the wicked is coexten
sive with the life of the righteous. The same Greek word measures both; they are
both eternal.

George Ebejer,
24 Tower Street, Cospicua,
Malta.

GLEANINGS
"Let her glean even among the sheaves." Ruth 2:15
BEGIN THE DAY WITH GOD

"In his autobiography George Mullersays,"I sawmore clearlythan everthat the
first greatand primary matter to which I ought tc attend every day was to havemy
soul happy in the Lord. For I might seekto benefitbelievers, I might seekto relieve
the distressed, I might seek in other ways to behave myself as becomes a child of
God in this world; and yet, not being happy in the Lord, and not being nourished
and strengthened in the inner man day by day, all this might not be attendedto in
the right spirit'."
C.G.

THAT I MAY OPEN MY MOUTH BOLDLY Ephesians 6:19

"I have not been like a shepherd after lost sheep, nor like a physician among
dying men, nor like a servant bidding you to the marriage, nor like one plucking
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brands from the burning! How often have I gone to your houses to try and win souls,
and you have put me off with a little worldly talk. I dared not tell you that you were
perishing. How often have I sat at some of your tables, and my heart yearned for
your souls, yet a false shame kept me silent! How often I have gone home crying
bitterly, 'Free me from blood guiltiness, 0 God!' "
— Robert Murray McCheyne
THE SPIRIT OF THE WORLD

"The spirit of the world is forever altering, forever eluding, in fresh forms, your
attempts to seize it. In the days of Noah it was violence. In Elijah's day it was
idolatry. In the day of Christ it was power. In ours, perhaps, it is love of possessions
and pleasure. It enters in different proportions in different bosoms. This is the spirit
of the world, a thing to be struggled against, not so much in the case of others as the
silent battle within our own souls."
— F. W. Robertson
HE KNOWS

"Tempted Christian, entangled in the net of your own mistakes, there stands your
Deliverer. Your Lord is a living Person of infinite skill and tenderest love. He knows
all about your difficulties and He is able to deal with them. Look Him in the face
with the unreserved readiness that He should deal with the net and with you in
regard to it, And He will surprise you by the manifestation of His power."
H. C. G. Moule

TO GUARD MY DEPOSIT

"Preaching is the proclamation of the Word, the truth as the truth has been

revealed. Our deposit is the sum totality of the truth. We are holding a bigger thing
than we know. If we should live and preach for half a century or a century, we
should never be able to exhaust the thing that is ours as a deposit. Paul wrote: "I
know Whom I have believed, and I am persuaded that He is able to guard that
which I have committed unto Him against that day."
"I am not sosure that this is correct translation. It is an attempt to interpret. It is
literallytranslated, 'to guard my deposit.'Our translators havealwaysmade it mean
something Paul had deposited with Him. I think it means rather that which He had

deposited with Paul, the thing for which he was responsible; this whole truth, this
Wordof God, focused, crystallised in a Person,and interpreted by a literature.
"That is our businessas preachers. 'Oh, but the preacher must catch the spirit of
the age.' God forgive him if he does. Our business is never to catch, but by eternal
truth to correct the spirit ofthe age. This is not narrow. Nothing can happen todayto
which the truth of God has not something to say. Our preaching will touch life at
everypoint.Wedo not goto discussa situation, but to delivera message."
— Campbell Morgan
TALENTS

"Anything whereby we may glorify God is a talent. Our gifts, influence, money,
knowledge, health, strength, time, senses, reason, intellect, memory, affection,
advantages as possessors of the Bible, all, all are talents."
— J.C.Ryle
BEARERS OF THE WORD

"The shafts that bear the grain aloft Are very slender;
The roots that hold them to the soil Are very tender;

Yetall the grainis liftedhigh. To ripenundersummersky,
And tell the millions bye and bye Of God the Sender.
The men whobear the Word aloft Areoften lowly;

72

the scripture STANDARD

The ties that bind them to the work All strengthen slowly;

And yet the Word is carried wide, To every land on every tide,
The peoples manifold to guide, To God the Holy."
— H. J.Horn

WE QUOTE — HAROLD MURRAY

"The great preacher, Dr. Dale, of Birmingham, was very kind to Dr. Morgan in
many ways. Once when the latter spoke rather dolefully of himself as 'an untrained
man,' Dr. Dale said a word he never forgot: 'Don't say you are untrained. Always
remember God has many ways of training men." How true it is that 'the beauty of
Jesus' is quite independent of the Theological College classroom."
— Selected by Leonard Morgan

Conducted by
Alf Mai-sdeii

>tion
"In our Bible study we could not agree on the reasons behind "speak
ing in tongues" and would appreciate your comments. Tongues were
apparently a 'sign to unbelievers' but what kind of a sign? In Acts 2 the
tongues apparently referred to known languages but in 1 Cor. seem to refer
to ecstatic outbursts. In Ch.l4 v.l we are told that he that speaks in
tongues edifies only himself and speaks not to men but to God — what was

the point? Also it appears that he who spoke in tongues could also in
terpret (v.5,13). What was the point and purpose of all this? Why should
they not speak in known languages or in words that all could under
stand?"

This question is, in reality, five questions. It is concerned with a topic which has
engendered a certain amount of confusion down the ages, and one which is still
debated and discussed among Christians without, seemingly, any concrete resolu
tion. It is a topic which, because of its so-called complexity, many writers and pre

achers choose to ignore. However, I believe '^ereare some guidelines which can be
explored with proHt, and these we shall look a t. -ome detail.
The Promised Advent of the Holy Spirit

Luke records that the resurrected Lord, after He had opened the eyes and un

derstanding of the disciples about the Scriptures concerning Himself, said unto
them, "And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the
city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high" (Luke 24:44-49). In
Acts ofApostles,Luke records that Jesus reminds the disciplesagainof His promise,
whilethey stand together on the mount called Olivet. He says, "But ye shall receive
power, after that the Holy Spirit is come upon you; and ye shall be witnesses unto
me both in Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the earth" (Acts
1:5-8).

What was the purpose of the promise, and what effect did the realisation of it
have? Liike 24 makes it clear that the purpose was 'that repentence and remission of

sins should be preached in the name of Jesus', and that the disciples 'should witness
to Him'. This should commence in Jerusalem. In short, the Gospel of Salvation in
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Christ should be proclaimed to the people, and as the Christ had been witnessed to

by the Law and the Prophets in the Old Dispensation (Rom. 3:21), so He should be
witnessed to in the new Dispensation by His Apostles. Furthermore, we must not be
unmindful of the Divine arrangement. Luke records in Acts 4 the prayer of the com

pany of Christians, "The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulerswere gathered
together against the Lord, and against His Christ. For of a truth against thy holy
child Jesus, whom thou has annointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the
Gentiles, and the people of Israel, weregathered together, for to do whatsoever thy
hand and thy counsel determinedbeforeto be done" (Acts 4:26-28). Sothe stagewas
set, and the Apostles, endued with the power of the Holy Spirit, wereupon it. The
announcement of Grace was to be made to the world. This, I believe, was the
paramount purpose of all that was to ensue.

The effect was dramatic. The Apostles began to speak, and very soon the word
spread that a supernatural phenomenon was taking place. The multitude came
together (Acts 2:5-6) and were astonished to hear, in their several languages, the
wonderful works of God. But not all. To those who did not know the tongue, it

sounded likethe inane babblingof drunken and besottedmen. Nevertheless, on that

daythree thousand souls heardand believed (they understood) the message, andthe
Church of the Lord began. Wecannot but conclude that the eventswere the fulfil
mentofthe predetermined planofGod, for the Apostles didnotof themselves speak
thetongues, but they spake 'as theHoly Spiritgave them utterance' (Acts 2:14), and
John teaches us that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit agree in one. Therefore, let

those today who claim the esctacy of the operation of the Holy Spirit ponder this
sober and unmistakable fact; the purpose of Pentecost was not to elevate the

speaker, but to announce the wonderful Grace of God through the Gospel ofChrist
Jesus.

The Corinthian Experience

There is little doubt that the post-Pentecostal period was one of extreme euphoria
so far as Christians were concerned. The Holy Spirit was abroad. He was dispensing

a diversity of gifts. Christians confidentlyexpectedthat the return of the Lord was

imminent. It was only to be expected ^at Apostolic warnings would have to be
issued against undesirable excesses of attitude and behaviour. The Corinthian com
munity had its full quota of such problems, and Paul had to deal with them. Oneof
the serious problems which threatened the orderliness of the Church was the
problem of the gift of tongues.

The teaching in 1 Corinthians chapter 14 furnishes us with the main thrust of
Paul's argument. The first points which we have to acknowledge are the recorded
facts. Paul says, "Followafter love,and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may
prophecy" (14:1). Love is first, and is a grace which is far superior to any gift (see
Paul's argument in 1 Cor. 13). Love, says the Apostle, will abide; gifts will cease. A
personmay havea gift,and yet can be unloving and unloved. Such a onehas not the
grace of God. But true exegesis must acknowledge the exhortation of Paul to the
Corinthian Christians, "desire spiritual gifts"; having said that, Paul lays down the

principle that one gift is preferable to another, "rather that ye may prophecy". So
speaking in an unknown tongue was a spiritual gift, but for the edification of the
Church it was not as good a gift as prophecy. These two spiritual gifts need some
explanation in the context of the teaching.

We sometimes teach that tongues used at Pentecost were foreign languages, and
that those spoken about in 1 Cor. 14 were 'ecstatic babblings', but I wonder if this
was really the case? Paul says, "Yet in the Church I had rather speak five words
with my understanding, that by my voice I might teach others also, than ten
thousand words in

unknown ton^e" (1 Cor. 14:19). Now we know that the voice
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causes sotinds, but when we articulate, the sounds are joined together to form speech
and this is accomplished by the tongue and the lips. When Paul speaks about "ten
thousand words in an unknown tongue", he is surely speaking about articulated
sounds; my own opinion about the phrase 'unknown tongue' would be that this

refers to a language unknown to the people present at the time. We must not forget
that the situation in the Corinthian Church as regards the knowledge of language
would be vastly different to the cosmopolitan nature of the multitude at Pentecost.

Therefore,if what I believeis true, then if a Corinthian Christian with the gift of an
unknown tongue had to edify the Church, the situation would need another
Corinthain Christian to have the gift of interpretation so that all the Church could

benefit. If the one with the gift of unknowntongue were to do his owninterpreting,
then the argument of Paul seems to be that this wouldbe tantamount to the gift of
prophecy, so why not prophecy in the first place?

We need to understand what prophecy is in the context. Paul says, "But he that
prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort" (14:3).

We notice here that there is not asuggestion of prediction. Again, "Ifall prophecy,

^

and there come in one that believeth not, or one unlearned, he is convincedof all, he
is judgedof all" (14:24). So wecan conclude, I believe rightlythat prophecy in this
context was the power to expound the Word of God; to know the truth, and to be able
to impart it to oiiiers.

I believe the Apostle sums up these two gifts in 14:11, "therefore if I know not the
meaning of the voice, I shall be unto him that speaketh a barbarian, and he that

speaketh shallbe a barbarianuntome". We must understand that Paul iswriting to
Greeks, and to the Greek the non-Greek was a barbarian. In the context of this letter

this could only have been meaningfulwhen applied to the speech uttered.
The 'Signs'

"Wherefore, tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that

believe not" (14:22). Throughout his ministry, Jesus was asked to give signs;
Matthew records, "Then certain of the scribes and Pharisees answered saying.
Master, we would seea sign from thee" (Matt. 12:38). What they were asking for, of
course was, an indication of Divine authority and power. There were many signs
evident ofDivine power andlove butthese were not thesigns theJews sought; they
wanted signs of a Messianic Kingdom, with temporal power, and with they
themselves as the chosen ones. Such cravings evoked Jesus to describe them as "a

wicked and an adulterous generation," and He referred them to the sign of the ^
prophet Jonas.

There is evidence that theApostles metthesame demands. Paulsays, "For Jews
demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, butwe preach Christ crucified, a stumbling
block to the Jews and folly to Gentiles" (1 Cor.l:22, 23 R.S.V.). With such re
quirements, the Gospel ofChristwas indeed a stumbling block to theJews.
There is an interesting prophecy in Isaiah chapter 28. After recounting the
degraded position of the priests and teachers of Israel he says, "For withstammer
ing lips and another tongue will he speak to his people" (Isa. 28:11). This prophecyis

freely quoted by Paul in 1 Cor.l4;21 and its import is unmistakeable. What God

accomplished in Christ, His resurrection and ascension, the dispensing of gifts by
the Holy Spirit, the supernatural actsoftheApostolic ministry, the operation ofthe
gifts of tongues and prophesyings, all these were confirmatory signs ofwhat he had
done in Christ andwhat He was doing though the operation ofthe Holy Spirit, but
thetragedy was, andis, that theJews would notaccept thw. Incidentally, there isno
scriptural record of speaking in tongues and prophesyings after the circumstances
recorded in Acts 19:1-20 (The reader will understand, ofcourse, that thetime span
ofevents as recorded in Acts ofApostles would embrace the periods oftimewhen the
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operation ofthe Holy Spirit was evident in the Churches, such as the Corinthian
Church, for example).
Conclusion

Let us not delude ourselves. Christianity, and our relationshipto Godwill always

evoke deep emotional feelings which aredifficult to putinto words. Truth and error
exist side byside. It istruetoday that Christians will have deep emotional feelings
towards their God and His Christ; it is error to say that this will result in the gift of

speaking with tongues asin the early Church. Those gifts have ceased, but the love
of Godis still shed abroad in the hearts of men throughthe Gospel. Love will always

remain; gifts were only to confirm the Divine Will and power. What more does the

Church need than the Gospel, and the gracious in-dwelling ofthe Holy Spiritin our
lives?

(All questions, please to: Alf Marsden, 377 Billinge Road, Highfield, Wigan,
Lanes.)

FOR ME TO LIVE IS CHRIST
(PhU. 1:21)

The title abovewas the objective of Paul the apostleto the gentiles whowasonce

Saul of Tarsus, a persecutor of the Christians. Despite his hard-hearted attitude
towards those who "preached Christ andHim crucified", there didcome a time in
hislife, recorded in Acts chapter 9, when heheard the voice ofJesus and was led to
make a sincere and positive decision. More than this, he underwent deep personal
conviction ofsin regarding his wrong actions in hating and rejecting those who pre
ached Christ. Thispositive realization and counting the cost ofdiscipleship was ins
trumental in his becomingthe famous Paul, apostle to the gentiles.

While his firm decision, to obey and serve Christ, caused him to suffer and to
enduremuchfor the cause ofChrist, yet he had fully and totally committed his life.
Recall his statement: "For to me to liveis Christ, and to die is gain." He further con

firmed his conviction, objective and purpose in these words. "I am crucified with
Christ, nevertheless I live: yetnot I, but Christliveth in me: and thelifewhich I now
live in the flesh, I live by the faith ofthe Son ofGod, who loved meand gave himself
for me" (Galatians — 2:20).

In principle we as Christians must recall that there was a time in our lives when
we too saw our deep need to heed to the message of Christ. Do we remember the
great day in our lives when we too heard the voice ofJesus, through his word, via some
messenger, and then willingly and humbly obeyed, being "buried with Christ in
baptism for the remission ofour sins, and rising towalk innewness oflife?
Paul realised that nothing elsemattered to him asidefrom living for Christ. If we
have failed to realise this pribrityin a practical manner, let us seekthe forgiveness
from him who loves us. Paul also realised that he was not... dealing with mere
man, but with Diety.

Thisrecognition ofourdealing withDeity will, then,give usa strong motivation to
heed the admonition of Paul, "Be ye followers of men, even as I also am of . . .
Christ" (1st Cor. 11:1).

Paul'sexpressed purpose in life was, "Forgetting those things which are behind,
and reaching forth unto those things which are before. I press towards themark of
theprizeofthehigh calling ofGod in ChristJesus (Phil 3:13).
WE CAN THEN CONFIDENTLY SAY, "FOR TO ME TO LIVE IS CHRIST,
TO DIE IS GAIN." Donotsay; "I amfrail, I cannot belike Paul."IfPaul could say.
with confidence. "I CAN DO ALL THINGS THROUGH CHRIST WHICH
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STRENGTHENETH ME" (Phil. 4:15). SO CAN WE! Consider the things of the
world and the little that they offer as we read, "I COUNT ALL THINGS BUT
LOSS FOR THE EXCELLENCY OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST JESUS

MY LORD ... suffered the loss of ALL things... (the reason?) THAT I MAY WIN
CHRIST" (Phil. 3:8).
Yes, to be an imitator of Paul is "to contend for the faith which was once delivered

to the Saints," to "endeavour to keep the unity of the Spirit," and "to live by faith"
in God's promises (Jude 3 — Eph. 4).
We must realise that what Paul stood for, or did, was not for any personal credit,
but that Christ would be glorified. We too can say without any hesitation, fear or
shame, "For to me to live is Christ, but to die is gain."
As a Christian what is your purpose, your objectives, your potentials and your
ideals? Remember that the life lived for Christ provides dividends that far outweigh
anything that the world can offer.
T. W. Hartle.

11 Killamey Mansions, Gorge Road, Oranjezicht,
Cape Town 8001 Republic S.A.
appointed Jewish teachers which had

followed Paul's "un-jewish" preaching,
prejudiced some converts against him
(Gal. 2, 4 & 5). ic is easy to arouse pre
judice, and so it became necessary to be
very STRAIGHT in defending himself.
He had very literally to present his
credentials though it should obviously
have been quite unnecessary. The truth
about his very ultra-jewish background
plus his outstanding sufferings on behalf
of the gospel must surely clear any
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clouded vision in the church.

SIMPLICITY VERSUS

SUBTLETY (11,3)
The work of Paul with the Corinthian
Christians had been one of extreme

simplicity — the presentation of Christ
and Him crucified (I Cor. 2, 2). It was
God's power through the word and
through miracles (12, 12) which had
brought them the blessedness of salva
tion (I Cor. 2, 3-5). Satan's messengers
however had been among them, claim
ing apostolic authority and eminence,
and they belittled Paul. With Pharisaic
impudence they expected great respect
and more attention with superior elo
quence and arrogant expertise in the
Scriptur?.'; (11, 13-15 & 20). Paul had
come among them as a labouring man

Biting irony is sometimes needed In
putting a case and therefore justified
Ul, 21). We wonder how these false

teachers "got away with it" but must
remember that distances and slow com

munications are involved, enabling
some to propagate their views who ob
jected to or even defied the decision of
the church, as they were doing also
among the Galatians (Act 15, 5 & 23-29:
Gal. 1, 6: 3, 1...). However, it seems
that

loose

morals

and unchristian

behaviour were also involved, being
excused or winked at in spite of the first
letter (12,20 & 21).

To be a Christian in Corinth certainly
needed special effort and courage.

(Act 18, 2-5) and had not claimed the

Simplicity and godly sincerity describes

rights of support from them to which an
apostle was entitled (11, 7-9). Opposi

Paul's teaching and behaviour. This
cannot excuse lapses but requires true
repentance also (12).

tion

from

self-confident and

self
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provide infallible guidance by telling
and teaching the truth.

Have we realised what a tremendous

God seems never to take away man's

honour was conferred upon Paul? (Gal.
I, 15 & 16). God indeed greatly
honoured "the twelve" in giving them

free will, and yet fulfils His purposes
through him. The "thorn in the flesh"
was Satan's messenger to buffet him but
it was God's messenger to avert the
danger of self-exaltation, and the ruin of

the priceless privilege of living with His
Son for the period of His earthly
ministry. They must have needed every
minute of it, and finally they paid for it
with their lives, as did Paul also. But
Paul was separately chosen, and by

his mission. It remains a model for

Christians. May we all be used as
imitators of Jesus in this way, and the

grace of the Lord Jesus shine through

revelations and direct divine com

our individual characters. By this

munications was given what was

attitude of mind we are enabled to be

necessary for a specific service in the
work of spreading the truth that the
separation of Jew from Gentile had

confident and happy in spite of or

ceased when the sacrifice, the eternally
valid sacrifice for sin, had been made by

cannot save us but grace through love,

the Lord Jesus in offering HIMSELF.
Paul was truly above any normal human
measure by this appointment! How
easily could this measure have become a
matter of human pride!

Howeverin speaking of it he writes "I
knew a man in Christ" as though not

himSELF but just as a human being
ushered into Christ by divine appoint
ment to receive a heavenly revelation —

caught up into heaven, paradise, the
garden of God, to hear thoughts, words,
ideas so wonderful as to be un-

expressible in human language. The
honour and the character of the man can

be compared perhaps only with Moses
— the meekest man — whose face shone
for a brief time with divine radiance.

Paul's whole life shone so that he could
say "Be ye followers (imitators) of me
even as I am of Christ" (I Cor. 11,1). In
Paul it was the complete transformation
of a meticulously earnest Pharisee into
the humble slave of Jesus, and of those
for whom He died (11, 29). Those who
feel there is something inferior about

because of life's limitations or trials

(James 1, 2: I Peter 1, 6). Our works
ours in response to God's, guided by
faith and stimulated by hope. Paul

could truly say "In nothingwas I behind
the most eminent apostles," and yet of
himself "who am less than the least of
all saints" (12,11: Eph.3,8).
BEWARE: I AM ON
MY WAY

We have thought that Paul first went
to Corinth in 50 A.D., and that his first
letter was written from Ephesus about
54 A.D. Of his life meantime we have
record in Acts 18,18-23 and 19,1. Dates

can only be estimated possibilities. He
spent 18months at least in Corinthitself
and then completed his second mis
sionary journey via Ephesus, Caesarea
and Jerusalem to Antioch in Syria. He
had a short visit to Ephesus, apparently

kept the feast at Jerusalem, salutingthe
churches only, stayed some time at
Antioch before beginning what we call
his third missionary journey.

It may have been three years before
he started his main work in Ephesus.
So successful was that that all the sur

rounding region felt the influence of the
gospel, and the riot in Ephesus resulted.
surelybear this in mind,and give up the His two years there ended somewhat
theory. Inspiration by the Holy Spirit abruptly, and his anxiety regarding

Paul's words as against those recorded

of Jesus Himself in the gospels must

takes tlie man into God's service as he is,

Corinth became a great burden on his

yet does not use him as a machine. The heart. Having sent Timothy (I Cor. 4,
characters of the New Testament writers

17) and later Titus to strengthen faith

shine through their individual works but

and behaviour, he awaited Titus with
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news of response to rebuke and instruc

tion. Now he threatens what apostolic
correction is necessary with some fear

that it will not be a peaceful meeting. It
would be a deep grief indeed if such
troublesas those mentioned in ch. 12,20
are experienced. These are blunt warn

ings but nothing but love and goodwill
had been exercised towards them, and
these concluding thoughts express the
longing heart of a spiritual father for the

love ofthe children but not at anyprice
— you must do what is honourable,
repentance is essential (13, 7: 12, 21).
"Rejoice, restore yourselves, admonish

When a child asks some time from his

father and his father gives him some
money to go swimming, or to go to the

theatre, or to buy some skates, isn't he
giving a stone for bread and a scorpion

for the egg (Luke 11:9-13)? Cana pretty
gift, flowers, candy, or a new dress com
pensate a wife and mother for the

loneliness she feels when dad is concer

ned so much for converting time into
money that he has no time for her and
the family she is left to care for?

Time is not money. And money is not
time. No amount of money can buy off
death. Time comes in thesame package

yourselves" (Marshall, Literal English,
13, 11). Grace of Jesus, Love of God,
Communion of the Spirit, a threefold

for all of us, twenty-four hours in each

kind conclusion.

for us all.

R. B. Scott.

day for each one ofus; money isn'tequal
If I gethooked onconverting timeinto
money, then I can't convert it into other

A MINUTE

with George Alder

Time is Money, or Is It?
Where did we get the idea that time is

money? Possibly from Benjamin
Franklin, but we didn't get it from the

currencies: friendship, quietness, read

ing, painting, appreciation, or prayer.
When we cross borders into other
countries we convert our currencies. In
the same way, when we cross into areas

of life not measured by dollar values,
our time is converted into those

Bible. The Bible has a lot to say about
currencies. We can't travel freely into
thestewardship ofmoney, thedanger of those
lands with just money.
the love of money and unfair practices
Time can be converted into money.
connected with money; false weights,
usury, and holding back wages from

That's true. But it's a very limited view

workers. ButtheBible does not saythat

of life that sees money as the only

time is money.

currency conversion for time.

So what's the problem? Just this.

When we equate time and money we put

Rich will be the man who bales the
a price on time so that we feel obligated
grass growing under other people's feet.
to do cost accounting for how we spend
or use our time.

I know people who "never take a

Would a lawyer be your friend if he

knew about a flaw in a title, but per

vacation." Time is too valuable, they mitted you to buy the property?
say. One caimot waste it on vacations. I

wonder, can wewaste it on prayer, Bible

study, calling on the sick, climbing a
moimtain to see the sunset, or helping a

Would a gospel preacher be your
friend if he knew of an error in your reli
gion and did not bring it to your

neighbour kid fix his bike?

attention?

If I give dollar values to minutes,
hours and days, then I'll apply a
standard for evaluating life that pre

He is your friend who warns you con
cerning bodily ills, poor investments,
and faulty titles. He is also your friend
who tells you of religiouserrors, and how
to correct them! — Foster L. Ramsey.

ssuresme and distortsmy vision and my
priorities.
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•THE WORD WHICH LIVETH
AND ABIDETH'

Generation follows generation, na
tions rise and fall: Yet that Word lives.

Kings, dictators, presidents come and
go: Yet it lives.
Hated, despised, cursed, doubted,
suspected, criticised, condemned by
atheists, scoffed at by scorners,
exaggerated by fanatics, misconstrued
and mis-stated: ranted and raved about,
its inspiration denied: Yet it lives.
That Word lives as a lamp to our feet,
a light to our path; as the gate to heaven,
as a standard for childhood, guide for
youth, as an inspiration for the matured,

a comfort for the aged, as water for the
thirsty, food for the hungry, light for the
heathen, rest for the weary, salvation for
the sinner, grace for the Christian.
To know it is to love it: To love it is to

exhibited by visitors who attend, as time
affords them, to all services (B/Study
and C/Meetings) we are prayerfully and
hopefully looking forward to witness
more precious souls turning to the Lord.
Lord's Day 28th March in the even
ing, will be presenting a visual-aid film
strip lesson "The Day Christ Came
Again." It's a very effective lesson which
relates what might happn to many,
when Christ does come, it will be too late

to say "Oh, why didn't I?" We pray that
the results shall give cause for great re
joicing by visitors who will attend. May
the year of 1982 be a year of worthwhile,
in all efforts we may put forth to reach
the lost and to upbuild the Christian.
And the joys and blessings we have
shared during 1981 be ours to enjoy and
share during 1982 Lord willing." End of
report.

T. W. Hartle,

accept it; To accept it means life eternal

Cape Town, R.S.A.

—THE BIBLE.

WE cannot rise triumphant over any
trial unless we see the victory beyond.
Nothing more commends the glorious
Captain of our Salvation to the admira
tion and imitation of every suffering
soldier in life's battle, than the

victoriousness of His Spirit. He is the
triumphant Christ, and He is leading us
on to be more than conquerors through
Him that loved us.

If there be a paradise for virtues,
there must be a hell for crimes.

Kitwe, Zambia.
EVANGELISTS IN TRAINING —
37 BAPTISMS

During December 1981 and January
1982 nine men did "on-the-job evangelist
training" with Chester Woodhall. And a
further five men enrolled for preacher
training in January 1982 making a total
of fourteen men in training. The nine
"field-workers" preached on the
Copperbelt, in Shaba Province of Zaire
and

in

North-western

Province

of

Zambia. There were 37 baptisms.

NEWS FROM
THE CHURCHES

NEW CHURCH PLANTING

Bokmakierie church of Christ, the work

Eleven new congregations on the
Copperbelt have been organised during
the Woodhall's present missionary tour,
beginning in January 1980. In addition,
there are numerous preaching points on
t:he Copperbelt and new congregations

is going along fine by the grace of God,

elsewhere in Zambia and in Zaire. Also

attendances remain to be fairly com
mendable — Lord's day mornings and

Woodhall's preaching trips take him
into Malawi and Zimbabwe. In January
1982 Woodhall spent two weeks
praching almost every day in Zim

Where I am labouring with the

evenings, (which also includes the Tues
day evening cottage meetings and Bible
study on Wednesday evenings). More
than this by the sincere interest

babwe.

A. & C. Woodhall, Kitwe.
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PROPll^K^AliirES OFCHRIST

SOCIAL

BUCKIE, Scotland

5th June, 3 p.m. Speaker Andrew Gar
diner (Edinburgh). We extend a warm
welcome.
CORRECTION

Owing to a printing error the title of
last month's editorial should have read

"Ahnost or Altogether" and not "Almost
And All Together" as shown. — Ed.
THE CROSS IN THE HEART

To hang a cross about your neck
Is merely superstition;
To carve a cross above a Church

Is no proof of its mission.
To see the Cross within the Book

Will move you to contrition;
To raise a Cross within your heart
Will alter your condition.

How iS^c^e to mark the growing
distinctiu^, t^' gradual unfolding of
predictions!^ 5^;^er^an writer of the
eighteen^cell^ry pointed out that the
promis«)^ere^lways adapted to the
times in which ffiey were delivered; that
when'the gift of children was the highest
possible form of blessing, the Redeemer
was promised by God under the name of
Seed ... that when wickedness had
spread over the face of the earth Enoch

prophesied of the coming of the Lord as
a Judge ... that after the sons of Jacob
had learned to reverence their father as

a prince wehave Jacob's prophecy of the
Shiloh ... that when in the days of
Moses the nationhad learnedsomething
of the powerand authority of a Prophet
that name was appropriate ... that it was
not until the splendours and conquests
of David's reign that the Messiah was
called King; and not until the

MIRACLES AND PROPHECY

Miracles may be said to have been
the great proofs of revelation to the first

priesthood was in its most flourishing
condition that He was spoken of as a
Priest.

ages which saw them performed; pro
phecies may be said to be the great
proofs of revelation to the last ages

If God did not exist everything would
bepermitted.
(Dostoievsky).

which saw them fulfilled.

The origin of the idea of God may well
be God Himself.
(Descartes)

(Bishop Newton)
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COMMENDATIONS OF JESUS
I suppose there are very few of us who do not suffer from vanity in some form or
another, and doubtless we all-likeixHje^commended now and again. Some exploit
this weakness of human nature and push commendation to the point of thinly
disguised flattery. Jesus often condemned what He heard and saw; sometimes com
mended what He heard or saw but never flattered. Unlike flattery, commendation is

quite legitimate but suffers if overdone. There are qualities of character we see in
others which fill us with a warm glow,not least the complete innocency of very small
children. Parents, for instance, are always very pleased to receive some unsolicited
remark from some outside source that their children are well-mannered, industrious

and kind. Jesus was similarly pleased to see in humanity that which was wellpleasing and He was not blind to tiie virtues of men as well as the vices. Jesus
delighted in that which was good and wholesome, and when He encounte/ed these
attributes in men He commented on it with pleasure. I believe that we can profit as

much byconsidering what Jesus commend^ as by what Jesus condemned, and in
this short little article I propose to direct attention to the circumstances and qualities He
encountered which caught His eye and brought forth His commendation. What,
then, were the characteristics which brought praise and compliments from the lips
of the Master? By what was he favourably impressed?
'

Faith

Probably the best known commendations of Jesus relate to the degreeand depth
of faith displayed by the Centurion and the Syrophenician woman, all the more
remarkable because neither of them were 'of the people of God' but were Gentiles.

Indeed the Centurion, as his title suggests, was a Roman soldier. Luke tells us
(Chap. 7) that this Centurion had a servant near to death and when he heard of
Jesus he sent unto Him some Jewish elders to beseech Jesus to come and save the
servant. The Jewish elders recommended that Jesus should do this on account that

the Centurion was a worthy cause "For he loveth our nation, and hath built us a syn

agogue." When Jesus was not far from the housethe Centurion, knowing that Jews
would not be disposed to enter the house of a Gentile, asked Jesus not to trouble
coming into his upworthy house but merely to say the words and he knew that his
servant would be healed. "When Jesus heard these things He marvelled and turned

around, and said to those that followed Him, I say unto you, I have not found so
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great faith, no, not in Israel." This was praise indeed when the faith of a Roman
officer exceeded the faith of Israelites. Jesus 'Marvelled' at this man and Jesus only
'marvelled' twice in the New Testament — the other occasion being when He
marvelled at the unbelief of the Jews (Mark 6:6).
Matthew (chap. 15) tells us, that on the only occasion when Jesus during His

ministry went outside Palestine, that Jesus went into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon
and encountered the Syrophenician woman (a woman of Canaan) who followed Him
crying "Have mercy on me, 0 Lord, thou son of David; my daughter is grievously
vexed with a devil." This Gentile woman acknowledged Jesus as Lord and "the son
of David" which was more than most of the Jews did. However Jesus ignored her for

some time and his disciples urged Him to send her away because she was becoming a
source of annoyance. Eventually Jesus explained to the woman that He had come to
the lost sheep of Israel and she was thus excluded from His mission. The woman
persisted however and Jesus had again to explain that He could not possibly take the
"children's bread and give it to dogs." The astute woman accepted the inference that
the Jews were God's children and regarded Gentiles as dogs but still she persisted
and countered our Lord's words with "Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs
which fall from their master's table." With this wonderful and ingenious retort our

Lord conceded 'game set and match,' and in surrendering completely said, "0
woman, great is thy faith; be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was
made whole from that very hour." Her faith certainly was great — she had
approached Him with hesitation being a Gentile: she had been rebuffed twice but
she still pleaded when obstacles had been presented and had persisted in waiting at
the feet of Jesus until He had mercy. What a wonderful example.
Penitence and Humility

One of the best known of Jesus' parables, directed in this case to those who con
sidered themselves righteous and despised others, must be the parable concerning
the Pharisee and the Publican. The Pharisee in hi® prayer thanked God that he was
not as other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even publicans. He fasted twice

a week and gave tithesofall that he possessed. Righteous as he undoubtedly washe
disgusted God with his pride and with his disdain of others. Much more to God's
liking was thePublican, sinner as he was, who stood afaroffwith downcast eyes and
who smote his breast with anguish for his sins, and cried "God be merciful to me a
sinner." Jesus certainlycommended the Publican and said that he went down to his

house morejustifiedthan the Pharisee. Godcannotexaltthosewho exalt themselves
— He can only exalt the truely humble. Is it possible that there are some in the
churchwho, like the Pharisee,consider themselves righteous and despise others?
Sacrificial giving

The late brother Crosthwaite used to say that we should give until it hurts, but

someof us weretoo easily hurt. Mark tells us (chap. 12) howJesus on one occasion,
sat beside the Jewish Treasury and watched the multitudes putting their money

offerings therein. He noticed how many that were rich cast in much. And then there
camea certain poorwidow, and she threwin two mites, which makea farthing. The
Greek word from which the word 'poor' (poor widow) is translated means abject

povery, well below the bread line and in imminent danger of real starvation. Thus
we can perhaps understand why Jesus called her to the attention of his disciplies
and said, "Verily I say unto you. That this poor widow hath cast more in than all
theywhich have cast into the treasury. For all they did castin oftheirabundance:
but she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all her living." The widowwas

quite oblivious to the fact that Jesus was closely observing what was put into the
treasury and by whom, and was equally unaware that her two mites had brought
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forth this splendid panegyric from the Lord. Church collections might be greatly
enhanced if wethought that Jesus wasstanding by watchingwhat weput in. To God,
the gift,or contribution, into His treasury is measured not by its intrinsicvaluebut
by the sacrifice made to give it. Although she was a destitute widow, verging on
starvation, she cast all that she possessed into God's treasury, obviously with com
plete trust in God's providential care. Many Christians have extravagant houses,
cars, gadgetry and pastimes but the widow was extravagantin giving, and she little

thought that men would be writing about her 2,000 years later. A preacher when
visiting a certain congregation and seeing all the cars outside the meeting place
wondered where all the poor members were — after hearing the amount of the
collection he wondered where all the rich members were.
Works and Gratitude

On the Saturday before the crucifixion Jesus was in Bethany in the house of one
Simon the leper, having been invited there for a meal and (as he ate) Mary, the
sister of Lazarus, anointed His feet and His head with spikenard, a very expensive
ointment from an alabaster box. Jesus' disciples were indignant at the extravagant

act and Judas voiced their protest and demanded to know why such a waste had
been allowed, pointing out the charitable use to which value of the ointment could
have been put. Jesus reminded the assembly that the poor are always present in the
world for those with charitable intentions but He was soon to cruelly die and Mary

had come beforehand to anoint His body for the burial. "She hath wrought a good
work on Me," said Jesus, "She hath done what she could." There was not much
Mary could do — she could not alter the course of future events and she certainly
could not prevent the crucifixion, but out of feelings of love, anguish and gratitude
for Jesus she did what she could. Very often we are likewise powerless to influence
future events albeit we can see them coming — yet we must do what we can. Mary

would always be grateful to Jesus for bringing her brother Lazarus back from the
grave and all she could think to do for Him was to expend upon Him this valuable
possession she had—the spikenard ointment. Her act was therefore one of kindness,
gratitude and deep love. Because she had done for Jesus what she could, Jesus said
that the incident would be immortalised in the form of a memorial for her (not a

marble statue or plaque in the wall), but wheresoever and whensoever in the world
the gospel would be preached, her loving action would also receive mention. "She
did what she could" for Jesus—what an eternal epitaph.
What about us?

Jesus did comment on the innocency of children and said that men would have to

become childlike (not childish) to enter the kingdom of heaven.Jesus rejoicedalso

m persons likeNathanael and said when He met him,"Behold an Israelite indeed,
in whom there is no guile." This, strange as it may seem, can't be said of all those
who claim to follow Jesus. There is, perhaps, more schemeing and political

"wheeling-and-dealing" in the Vatican than anywhere else in the world, and who
knows if any religious order is entirely free fromit —evenchurchesofChrist.When
Jesus encountered the rich young ruler who came running to Him and claimed to

havekept the law'fromhis youthup' Jesus "lovedhim" —not because he wasrich.
And sowe couldgoon. Surely whenweconsider the qualities and attributes which
won the admiration and approval of Jesus, we must wonder if there is any such
qualityin us which Jesus could commend, and this certainly is a good exercise. Do
we have a selfish lifestyle — do we care about others as Jesus did? In Burns' poem
entitled 'HolyWillie's Prayer' Willie prayedonly"For meand mine."What is there
about us that Jesus could not only approve but take the trouble to actually com-
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mend. Others may commend us and indeed we may commend ourselves, but it is
important that God should be able to commend us. Paul says (in II Cor, 10:18) "For
not he that commendeth himself is approved, but whom the Lord commendeth."
— Editor.

THE MODE OF BAPTISM
Everyone in the religious world admits to baptism by immersion as a scriptural
mode of baptism. The problem arises when it is claimed that immersionis the only
scripturally authorised mode. Those whobelieveotherwise counter-claimby affirm
ing that in the N.T. sprinkling and pouring were used by the Apostles and the
Church. Verses have been cited along this line, and the rest of this paper will be
given to reviewing the major arguments given in support of sprinkling as a mode of
Christian baptism.

Mark 7:1-5, is by all accounts the strongest argument for sprinkling in the New
Testament, so most of our time will be spent here. Thomas S. Hall in his book "Is
Infant Baptism Scriptural," chapter 7, pages 54-59, developes the point as follows.

"In Mk. 7:4, we read that the Pharisees 'when they come from the markets except
they wash (GREEK=BAPTIZE THEMSELVES), they eat not, and many other
things they have received to hold as the washing (GREEK=BAPTIZING) of cups
and pots, brazen vessels, and of tables, 'HERE WE ARE TOLD THAT THE
PHARISEES FIRST 'BAPTISE THEMSELVES' before eating, whereas we see,

from verse 2 f., the meaning is not that they immersed themselves, but that they
WASHED THEIR HANDS. It is therefore, quite plain that the baptism here
spoken of does not imply that the Pharisees immersed themselves. They
BAPTIZED THEMSELVES SIMPLY BY POURING WATER UPON THEIR

HANDS, which ever has been, and is to this day, the manner of washing the hands
in Eastern lands (see 2 Kings 3:11). Again it is equally plain that the BAPTIZING
OF TABLES SPOKEN OF HERE DOES NOT IMPLY THAT THE TABLES

WERE IMMERSED. Thus we see how utterly mistaken is the idea that the word
baptize means always to immerse."
Mr. Hall very cleverly gets the reader to think that the situation as described in
verses 1-3, are exactly the same as in verse 4. Read again verses 1-3, notice what the

writer emphasizes, that some of the disciples were eating their bread with impure
hands, that is, unwashed hands. Yet the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless

they carefully wash their hands. What the disciples were doing at that time, by
eating with unwashed hands violated this tradition. Mark 7:1-3, focus the readers
attention on the supposed violation, by the disciples. Verse 4, on the other hand,
zooms in on the excesses of the legalistic Pharisees and Jews who, when they come
from the MARKET PLACE; where no doubt they would have come in contact with
pagan traders or members of the ordinary populace, and thereby contracted a
greater uncleanness; would baptize themselves. There is something more than just
eating with unwashed hands here in verse 4, this defilement required a more
thorough purificaton. Mr. Hall is not content with implying that the situations are
the same in verses 1-3 and in verse 4 but that the word "wash" in verse 3 is exactly
the same word as in verse 4.

They are not, verse 3 has the Greek word NIPTO, for wash, and verse 4 has the
word BAPTIZO for wash. R. C. Trench, on page 161 of his book "Synonyms of the
New Testament," says that NIPTO 'Almost always expresses the washing of part of
the body — the hands, MK.7:3, the feet JN 13:5, the face MT.6:17." The definitions

of BAPTIZO show it to be altogether different to NIPTO. W. E. Vine says of
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BAPTIZO, "To baptize, primarily a frequentative form of (BAPTO), to dip, was
used among the Greeks tosignify thedyeing ofa garment, orthedrawing ofwater by
dipping a vessel into another." Arndt and Gingrich say of BAPTIZO, "Dip, im
merse; (innon-Christian lit.also 'Plunge, sink,drench, overwhelm, etc),page 131.
It can be safely said that no scholar ancient or modern has defined the world
BAPTIZO other than dip or immerse.

Now let us collate all this information, verses 3 and 4 presenttwo situations. The
word "wash" in verses 3 and 4 are different Greek words. The definitions of the

words are distinct and different, making it clearthat two wholly separate acts are
under consideration in verses 3 and 4. Yet in the face of all this Mr. Hall wants us to

believe, "Theybaptized themselves simply by pouring water upon theirhands!"
Ignoring the consensus of scholarship, Mr. Hall proceeds in hisargument to try
and make it seem absurd touseimmerse in verse 4,because ashesays, "It isequally
plain that the BAPTIZING OF TABLES SPOKEN OF HERE DOES NOT IMPLY

THAT THE TABLES WERE IMMERSED." If one is usinga modern translation
the words "and of tables" at the end of verse 4, will not be there. The reason is that it
is not sufficientlysubstantiated by the early manuscripts to warrant inclusion. Yet
this is all Mr. Hall can offer by way of objection! Even if it waspart ofthe text, his
argument would still be incorrect, because these scrupulous Jews would, according
to the context, goso far as to immersea couch, (the KingJames wrongly translates

the Greek word "KLINE" as table, it more correctly means, couch or bed, Thayers
Lexicon, p.350) in order to remove its ceremonial defilement. Mr. Hallhasgranted
this by saying that they "sprinkled" the couch to remove its defilement. It must be

obvious to all that they would do whatever was necessary to make the couch
ceremonially clean again. Their fanaticism, if it has a bearing on the subject, would
support the extreme of immersing the couch.

Imagining a large cumbersone, modern couch' you may be thinking this whole
argument is irrational. Yet the difficulty is more imagined than real, as the footnote

in Weymouth's translationreveals "Ofcourse theydonot meanwhatwe English call
'beds,' They were mere mattresses or thick rugs, travellers in Eastern countries
often witness the complete submersion of 'beds,' which are then dried in the sun,"
page 115, note 5.

So Mr. Hall's initial statement, "It is equally plain that the BAPTIZING OF
TABLES SPOKEN OF HERE DOES NOT IMPLY THAT THE TABLES WERE

^

IMMERSED" is just not true! On the contrary, as the wordBAPTIZOwillnot allow
for any other act than dipping or immersion, it is equally plain that these "tables"
were immersed. These immersions of couches were practicable and common place

in Eastern countries, and the fanaticism oftheJewish legalist would insure that they
took these extreme measures to sanctify even their couches.

How different all this is to our understanding of the versewhenweread the proper
definition into it, "And when they come from the market place, they do not eat
unless they (dip, immerse, submerge, bathe) themselves; and there are manyother
things which they hvereceived in order to observe, such as the (dipping) ofcupsand
pitchers and copper pots." Mr. Hall's contention that pouring equals baptism, has
no foundation in reason or scripture.

As wehave already established that the word "baptize," the experts, be translated
"immersion" then 1 Cor. 10:2 should read, "Were all immersed unto Moses in the

cloudand in the sea." The illustrationwill sufficeto provethat they were buried in
the cloud and in the sea. Mr. Hall boldly claims "There was no immersion of the

Israelites,for they all passedoveron dry ground(Ex. 14:22)." Now who are wegomg
to believe, the Apostle Paul, who says "they were immersed," or Mr. Hallwho says,
"There was no immersion?" The fact that they passed over on dry ground proves
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there was no spray, because if there was, the ground would not have been dry! As the
ground was dry, the sprinkling theory hasn't got a drop of truth in it.
The next problem Mr. Hall presents for our consideration is the baptism of the
Apostles with the Holy Spirit, Acts 1:5. Let us remember from the outset that any
terms used with reference to the reception of the person of the Holy Spirit will have
to be figurative. With that in mind let us read verse 5 of Acts chapter one. "For John
baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days
from now." John's baptism and the Holy Spirit baptism are loosely connected for
good reasons. (One) the elements used in each case are different, John baptizes
"with water," God baptizes with "the Holy Spirit." (Two) having noticed the
differences we are now ready to consider the similarities, John's baptism required
"much water" JN.3:23, those who were baptized were overwhelmed with water.
Likewise those who were baptized in the Spirit were overwhelmed with the Spirit.
Thayer (on page 94 of his Lexicon) says it means, "To imbue richly with the Holy
Spirit." All the rich lustre of the figure of speech is lost to Mr. Hall; instead of the
effulgenceof Pentecostal Spirit baptism, he has "Mercy drops fallingaround them."
If these are not the reasons for the link between John's baptism and the Holy

Spirit baptism, what is? It is also worth noting that had the inspired writer wanted
us to understand that the Apostles were sprinkled with the spirit, he would have
used the Greek word for 'sprinkling' which is RANTIZO, but he didn't. Even when
the word EKCHEO, Eng. "pour forth" is used. Acts 1:17, it has ties more with the
way God is sending out His Spirit, than with the mode in which the Apostles receive
it. For when he talks about the mode of Spirit baptism. He says, "You shall be

baptized (BAPTIZO = immersed, overwhelmed)with the Holy Spirit" Acts 1:5. It's
as if the Holy Spirit is poured forth from God as a great river, a river in which the
Apostles are to be baptized.

All of the foregoing only serves to prove what has been accepted by the best
scholars for generations, that the primitive form of baptism was by immersion.
LUTHER — "The term baptism is a Greek word; it may be rendered into Latin by
'mersio': when we immerse anything in water, that it may be entirely covered with
water." CONYBEARE AND HOWSON — AngUcan. "It is needless to add that
baptism was (unless in exceptional cases) administered by immersion." JC)HN
WESLEY — Methodist. "We are buried with Him" — alluding to the ancient

manner of baptizing by immersion." CATHOLIC DICTIONARY — "In Apostolic
times the body of the baptized person was immersed, for St. Paul looks on this im
mersion as typifjring burial with Christ, and speaks of baptism as a bath."
All Scripture and scholarship concur in teaching that baptism in the Apostolic
times was by immersion only.
Steve Kearney,
253 Woodlawn Park, Firhouse, Co. Dublin, Eire.

GLEANINGS
"Let her glean even among the sheaves." Ruth 2:15
The Bible Does Not Become Obsolete

"One of the most prominent characteristics of books written by men for the
purpose of imparting information and instruction, is that they very quickly become
obsolete, and must be cast aside and replaced by others. This is particularly true of
books on science, text-books, school-books, and the like. Indeed, it is a matter of

boasting (though it would be hard to explain why) that 'progress' is so rapid in all
departments of learning as to render the scientific books of one generation almost
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worthless to the next. Changes in human knowledge, thought, and opinion occur so
swiftly, that books which were the standards yesterday are set aside today for
others, which in turn will be discarded for yet other 'authorities'tomorrow. In fact,
every book which is written for a serious purpose begins to become obsolete before
the ink is dry on the page. This may be madethe occasion of boasting ofthe great
progress of humanity, and of the wonderful advances of 'science'; but the true sig
nificance of the fact is that man's booksare all, like himself, dyingcreatures.
The Bible Is Always Fresh

The Bible, on the other hand, althoughit treats of the greatestand mostseriousof

all subjects, such as God, Christ, eternity, life, death, sin, righteousness, judgment,
redemption — is always the latest, best, and only authority on all these and other
weighty matters whereof it treats. Centuries of 'progress' and 'advancement' have

added absolutely nothing to the sum of knowledge on any of these subjects. The
Bible is always fresh and thoroughly 'up to date.' Indeed, it is far, far ahead of
human science. Progress cannot overtake it, or get beyond it. Generation succeeds
generation, but each finds the Bible waiting for it with its ever fresh and never-

failing stores of information touching matters of the highest concern, touching
everythingthat affects the welfareof human beings."
Philip Mauro
The Romance of the Bible

"Turn to the romance of the Bible as to its nature. We call it a Book, and it is a
great name for it, but it is not a book to begin with; it is a Library. Take this Book,

and divide it into its component parts. We find it is a Library, having sixty-six
books, in ourpresent English edition, stitched together. These books were written by
between thirty and forty authors, and werewritten overa periodof fifteen hundred
years. They were written in three languages, one classical, the Hebrew; two collo
quial, the Aramaic, of which some may be found in the Old Testament, and the
other the Greek of our New Testament.

Can We Use Our Imagination?

Once again, can we use our imagination? In the history of our own land, where
were we fifteen hundred years ago? With that stretch of time, take up sixty-six
books, verysmall, merepamphlets,and stitch them together and make a book! That
is what has been done in the case of the Bible.

In this Book there are two departments — the sacred writings of the Hebrew
people, and the sacred writings of the Christian faith. Yet, when these books are
brought together, they are correlated, Hebrew and Christian, so clearly, that we

cannot do without any part oftheonesection, and successfully understand any part
of the other section."

Campbell Morgan
Submission and Peace

'Great peace have they which love Thy law: and nothing shall offend them.'
Psalm 119:165.

"The marginal note says 'they shall have no stumbling block.' We do great in
justice to this psalm — so exuberant in its praises of 'the law of the Lord' — if we
suppose that that expression means nothing more than the Mosaic or Jewish revela
tion. It does mean that, of course, but the psalm itself shows that the writer uses the

expression and its various synonyms as including a great deal more than any one
method by which God's will is made known to man. For he speaks, for instance, in
one part of the psalm of God's 'word,' as being settled for ever in the heavens,and of
the heavensand earth as continuing to this day, 'according to Thine ordinances.'
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The Expressed Will of God

So we are warranted in giving to the thought of our text the wider extension of
taking the divine 'law' to include not only that directory of conduct contained in
Scripture, but theexpressed will ofGod, involving duties forus,in whatever way it is
made known. The love of that uttered will, the Psalmist declares, will always bring
peace.

The Submission of the Human to the Divine Will

Such an understanding of the text doesnot exclude the narrower reference, which
is often taken to be the onlythoughtin the Psalmist's mind, nor does it obliterate the
distinction between the written law of God and the disclosures of His will which we

collect by the exercise of our faculties on events around and facts withinus. But it
widens the horizon of our contemplations, and bases the promised peace on its true
foundation, the submission of the human to the divine will.
True Love to the Will of God

Let us then consider how true love to the will of God, however, it is made known to

us, either in the Book or in our consciousness, or in daily providences, or by other
people's hints, is the talisman that brings to us, in all circumstances, and in every
part of our nature, a tranquility whichnothing can disturb.
Of course, by 'love' here is meant, not only delight in the expression of, but the
submission of the whole being to, God's will; and we love the law only when, and
because, we love the Lawgiver."
Alexander Maclaren

Selected by Leonard Morgan

Conducted by
Alf Mai-sden

stion
"Why do Churches of Christ attach more importance to the first day of
the week rather than the Sabbath Day (Saturday)? Surely there is more
evidence for Sabbath Day Observance than there is for what you call 'the
Lord's Day'."

I amconstantly amazed at theway questions such asthis one keep recurring, but
perhaps it is because ofour unique plea, "we speak where the Bible speaks." We
have always insisted that there should bea critical analysis ofthetextanda correct
reference to the context, but having done this, and exhorted others to do it, we are

left with that other great imponderable "rightly dividing the Word ofTruth"; this,
seemingly, causes the greatest difficulty.

Is there one single, simple recipe for inducing someone to believe what another
teaches? The mind is a wonderful instrument, but it is undoubtedly influenced

greatly by previous ideas and teachings which have invaded itinthe past. Can there

besuch a statewhen themind canturn toa problem without bringing tobearonthat

problem some pre-conceived ideas. Can we, as often as we so often and fondly pray,
"empty our minds" so that we can concentrate fully, and without pre-conception, on
the problem at hand? If we can, then the teacher is encouraged to go ahead. If we
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can't then the teacher is faced with the colossal task of removing a Hxed barrier
before he can even begin to impart new truth. I have gone to some length to say this
because I consider it to be fundamental to understanding. If a question is valid, then
it must be approached with an open mind; if this essential pre-requisite is missing,
then the question becomes mere rhetoric (iii the bad sense).
The Sabbath

It is undoubtedly true that Sabbath Day observance was commanded by God, but
not to everyone. The word Sabbath is from the Greek word SABBATON and means,
'a complete cessation'. The idea is not of relaxation, but of a complete cessation of
activity.
The observation of th6 Sabbath, therefore, was given as a 'sign' between God and
His earthly people Israel. After six days of creative activity, God ceased from His
activity on the seventh day, and decreed, "Wherefore the children of Israel shall
keep the Sabbath, to observe the sabbath throughout their generations, for a
perpetual covenant. It is a sign between me and the children of Israel for ever: for in
six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he rested, and was
refreshed (Ex. 31:16,17). One major point which we have to notice here is that the
observation of the sabbath was a sign between God and the children of Israel. Nor
should the word 'perpetual' trouble us overmuch; this is obviously modified by the

phrase 'throughouttheir generations'. The s^batlrwas to be kept by the old T«,rael
of God throughout their generations;itajofiservance is not enjoined upr
new
Israel of God, the Church, as revealed in the N.T. scriptures.
In Exodus 20:8-11 we find that the teaching relating to the Sabbath is part of what

we know as the Decalogue, or the Ten Commandments. These were given to Moses
on Mount Sinai. You will remember, of course, that when Moses came down from

the mount and saw the people worshipping the golden calf he was so angry that he
smashed the two tablets of stone on which were written the Commandments. He was

instructed by God to hew two more tablets like unto the first (Ex. 34:1), and then to
ascend Sinai again. He did so, and he was in the mount with God forty days and
forty nights while God delivered the Commandments again. After this, the Lord said
to Moses, "Write thou these words: for after the tenor of these words I have made a
covenant with thee and with Israel" (Ex. 34:27).
The Two Covenants

We must now turn our attention to the teaching given by Paul to the Christians in
Galatia. Abraham had two sons, Ishmael and Isaac, one by the bondmaid the other
by the freewoman. Paul goes on, "for these are the two covenants; the one from the
moimt Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar. For this Agar is mount
Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with
her children. But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all"

(Gal. 4:22-26). The reader will notice, of course, that when Paul refers to Agar
(Hagar) he is referring to the mountain and not to the bondmaid's name. However,
the all^ory that Paul uses is quite clear and precise. We have Hagar and Sarah,
Ishmael and Isaac, the old covenant and the new covenant, the earthly Jerusalem
and the heavenly Jerusalem. The disposition of the women and their sons is made
quite clear by Paul, "Nevertheless, what saith the scripture? Cast out the
bondwoman and her son: for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son

of the freewoman. So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman, but of
the free" (Gal. 4:30,31).
But someone will say, what does all this mean? Well, I believe that the law given

by God to Moses was the old covenant. It was rooted in Judaism and its earthly
centre was the earthly Jerusalem. It was written on stone. This law was given to
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Moses on Sinai (Agar), and as Paul put it, it was that 'which gendereth to bondage.'
We are taught that the children of Israel were unwilling to keep this, covenant so
God had to make another (new) covenant with them. Jeremiah prophesied that this
new covenant would not be like the one made with their fathers when God brought
them out of the land of Egypt; it would be written on the heart and not on tablets of
stone; it would be of the Spirit. (Jer. 31: 31-34). Paul, commenting on this in his
second letter to Corinth says, "written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living
God; not in tablets of stone, but in the fleshy tablets of the heart" (2 Cor. 3:3). Paid
then goes on, "But if the ministration of death, written and engraven in stones, was
glorious, so that the children of Israel could not stedfastly behold the face of Moses
for the glory of his countenance; which glory was to be done away: How shall not the
ministration of the spirit be rather glorious?" (2 Cor. 3:7), but read the whole third
chapter). Here Paul precisely identifies Sinai because if we read Exodus 34:29-35 we
shall see that this is where the face of Moses shone, after that he had come down
from the mount.

I have read that some people say that the old covenant was "the law of Moses"
and not the Decalogue, but listen to what 1 Kings 8:9 says, "There was nothing in
the ark (of the covenant) save the two tables of stone, which Moses put there at
Horeb, when the Lord made a covenant with the children of Israel, when they came
out of the land of Egypt" (Read also Heb. 8:6-13).
From the foregoing we carmot but conclude,
(a) the law of Moses was the Decalogue, and also the old covenant.
(b) the law embodying the old covenant has been done away.
(c) the law contained the commandment about Sabbath Day observance, therefore,
this also is done away.
(Read also Gal. 5:4; Rom. 7:4; note also in Rom. 7:7 Paul says, "for I had not
known lust, except the law had said. Thou shalt not covet." Therefore, Paul again
identifies 'the law' with the Decalogue).
The First Day of the Week.

It is absolutely right, of course, that the New Covenant scriptures should concern
themselves with Jesus, the Christ; He is the central figure around which all else
revolves. Consequently, Paul says to the Colossians, "Let no man therefore judge

you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holy day, or in the new moon, or of the
sabbath days: Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body (or substance) is
of Christ" (Col. 2:16). This is a reference to the age which started at Pentecost, when
the shadows became substance in Christ. It seems to me to be quite logical that the

early Christians should want to remember Christ on the day on which He rose from
the dead. Undoubtedly, what the Church of Christ calls the 'Breaking of the Bread,'
and what other religious groups call the Eucharist, was, from the early days,
celebrated on the first day of the week, Sunday. Already in the first century A.D.,

and certainly at the beginning of the second, Sunday was the chief day of worship,
and the reason given was that it was "the Lord's Day," the day that Christ had
been raised from the dead (See Luke 24:1 ff; Mark 16:9). The choice of the first day
of the week indicated that the early Christians had their faith firmly rooted in the
risen Christ. It seems that the first service was held before dawn, with readings from

the Scriptures, chants, homilies, and prayers. The Eucharist would follow in the
early hours of the morning. One interesting and, we might say, onerous task of the
deacons was to see that all occupied their proper places and that no one whispered,
laughed, nodded or slept.

Alsoat this Meeting there would be a 'laying by' for the needy saints. This would
be completelyin line with the instructions given by Paul to the saints in Corinth (1
Cor. 16:1-3). There would also be preaching and teaching (See Acts 20:7-12). It
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would also seem that thedeacons herehad notbeen too observant sofaras Eutychus
was concerned). Justin Martyr wrote in A.D. 140,"But Sunday is the day on which
we holdour common assembly, because it isthe first day —and Jesus,our Saviour,
on the same day rose from the dead." Both Justin Martyr and the Didache affirm
that the Eucharist (BreakingofBread) wasopenonly to immersedbeUevers.

Well, there it is. There is not the slightest doubt in my mind that the early
Christians, in linewith New Testament teaching, worshipped quitesimply upon the
first day of the week. It is equallycertain that it was the Judaisers, with their obses
sive insistence on the 'dead' law,who campaigned for Sabbath Day observance. W.
E. Vine states, 'For the first three centuries of the Christian era the first day of the
week was never confounded with the sabbath; the confusion of the Jewish and

Christian institutions was due to declension for apostolic teaching' (Dictionary of
N.T. Words). We in the Church of Christ wouldsay Amento that, and wouldfurther
add that not only the teaching regarding the sabbath, but confusion over other
teaching has been due to declension from apostolic teaching. Let those who have
named the name of Christ be careful not to wilfully throw away our hope of life in
the risen Christ, by adheringto the law,for, "the letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth
life."

(Allquestions please, toAlfMarsden,377BUlinge Road, Hayfield, Wigan, Lanes).
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(Jude 3). The letters truly fulfill the
relationship (I Tim. 1,2: II Tim. 1,2 and
Titus 1,4). Every young (and old)
Christian needs the fatherly instruction.
The subscriptions shown in the A.V. are
late additions without reliable authority
— "ordination" came with apostasy!

the spiritual. The son owes his life to his

That Dreadful Catalogue (1, 9 &

4 PsalmSl ITim.l

11 Prov. 31,10-311 Tim.2
18 PsalmlITim.3
25 Ecc. 12ITim.4
Father to Son

father, the father owes a deep

10)

responsibility to the son. He has to teach

"Whatsoever things are lovely" (Phil.
4,8). These should rather occupy our
minds, but there ARE other things for
which LAW had to be made (and

him howto live and that involvessetting
him an example. Jesus told his disciples
not to call any man Father on earth for
One is your Father in heaven. He was

speaking of those claiming spiritual
authority over one another. Paul's claim

on Timothy is justified through his being
the means of bringing him to Christ, and

it is a lovely relationship in which they
are bound together under the
Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood
of Christ. The close affectionate attach
ment is shown in his concern for his

applied). Paul had before mentioned

them (Eph. 4,19 ...), and listed some in
Romans (1,29) and First Corinthians
(6,9-11) and some brethren in Ephesus
were occupying themselves with law
rather than gospel. Paul would be well
acquainted with the quibbling of the
Rabbis about genealogies in which the
Jews took pride, and the Greek
mythologies on which Greeks argued
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(Acts 17,21). Give heed to law to learn
the horrible nature of evil-doing!
In our own times there does seem to

be a turning towards those evils which

dominated tiiepagan world. Paul's work
in Ephesus had freed men and women
from the twin evils of idol worship and
superstition so that trades built on both
suffered some relapse.
Jewish and pagan influences would be
hard to break from, in a young church,
and we do learn that members of the
church had retained their scrolls of

magic arts (Acts 19,19). Timothy had
the task of stopping talk and discussion
of trivial and uhelpful matters, and
encouraging study of the sayings and
doings of Jesus which required spiritual
thought and effort. We might well con
sider the contrast of behaviour required
by obedience to the "sermon on the
mount" to that of uncleansed worldly
folk. There is a mighty difference
between "United Nations" thought and
pagan philosphy though "United Na
tions" is not Christianity! There is at
least a recognition of right and wrong.

available through gifts of the Holy Spirit
imparted by the laying on of the
apostle's hands (1,18:4, 14 II Tim. 1,6).
We may assume Timothy had special
prophetic power by which he was able to
teach the truths of the gospel and the
words of the Lord Jesus (6, 3) seeing it is
unlikely he had written testimonies of
those words and deeds. He would be able
at once to detect unwholesome words
and unsound doctrine. He was himself a

testimony to the divine Grace.
Order in the Church

We first read of provision for special
duties in the church at Jerusalem when

the special circumstances of the earliest
days of the redeemed men and women
brought them together. They did gather
in the Temple courts for worship, but
their fellowship was manifested also in
their dwellings day by day.
The apostles did the service of food
and other needs but the task proved too
much, making them neglect their greater
service of prayer and the word of the
Lord. Thus brethren were chosen to give
the material service and the apostles

Exhibition of Grace

were able to do their primary duty. No

Timothy had been reared on the law
and the prophets, and was brought to
submission to the gospel by Paul's ins
trumentality, who had heartily opposed

other mention of "deacons" meets until

the truth of God's abounding grace, and
had been guilty of murders of his
brothers and sisters in excess of zeal for
that law. He thus became a supreme

our present readings and in Philippians
(1,1). However "elders" combined with
the apostles in Jerusalem later (Acts
15,2: 16,4). It had become a practice
with newly formed churches to appoint
"elders" to take oversight (Acts 14,23), a
natural take over from the Jewish syn-

example of that same grace, being

agogue.Timothy and Titus had the duty

chosen to be foremost among the

of choice of suitable men. It is'Teason-

apostles in demonstrating God's love for

able to suppose both "bishops"
(overseers) and "deacons" (servants)
were approved apostolic appointments,
and should be undertaken by those

the Gentiles. He had chosen Timothy to
be his close associate in the great work
and left him as his personal representa

tive in that church at Ephesus, where we

might borrow a phrase and say "Satan's
throne was" (Rev. 2,13). What an out

standing honour was this for this chief of
sinners, Paul, and what a responsibility
for his yoxmg delegate to continue the
development of a faithful and vigorous

responsible for beginning new causes. It
is not surprising that some would
hesitate to accept "office" in view of the
conditions laid down, but obviously the
oversight is to "a good WORK," rather
than an "office" (I Peter 5, 1 & 2), a

congregation in a mainly hostile region.

very humble service to God and the
church! We only know of two churches

It is clear that special divine help was

where deacons were appointed unless

93

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

Phoebe had that "office" at Cenchrea

God raised Him from the dead,

(Rom. 16,1). If there is to be harmony in

thou shalt be saved." —

the church all the members must be

10:9.

Rom.

ministers, serving one another and
mankind in general — "Even as the Son

6 The One Baptism — "Then answered

of Man came not to be ministered unto,

water, that these should not be
baptised?" —Acts 10:47.

but to minister, and to give His life a
ransom for many" (Matt. 20,28). The
instructions for prayer (2,1 & 8) and the
behaviour of the sisters indicate order in

the assembly (see also I Cor. 11, 2 ...).
There is the over-riding requirement

that "all things be done decency and in
order" (I Cor. 14,40 and earlier verses).

Peter, can any man forbid the

7 The One God and Father — "We

know that no idol is anything in
the world, and that there is no God
but one." — Cor. 8:4.

"And they shall become one flock, one
Shepherd."—Jesus (John 10:16).
J. M'Cartney

Apostasy

Our fourth chapter makes it difficult
to avoid seeing the Roman Catholic
Church as fulfilling prophecy.
R. B. Scott.
THE

BASIS

OF CHRISTIAN

UNITY

"That they may all be one." — John
17:21

THINGS WE ARE SAVED BY:

"Not by Faith only."—James 2:24
1 By Grace — "For by grace have ye
been saved through faith." —
Eph. 2:8.
2 By the Gospel — "Who tliui speak
unto thee words, whereby thou
shalt be saved."—Acts 11:14.

3 By Belief — "Believe on the Lord
Jesus and thou shalt be saved." —

One Body, and one Spirit, even as also
ye were called in one Hope of your call
ing; one Lord, one Faith, one Baptism,
one God and Father of all." Eph. 4:4-6.
1 The One Body — "For in one Spirit
were we all baptised into one
body, whether Jews or Greeks,
whether bond or free." — 1 Cor.
12:16.

2 The One Spirit — "Know ye not that
ye are a Temple of God, and that
the Spirit of God dwelleth in
you?" —1 Cor. 3:16.
3 The One Hope — "That, being
justified by his grace, we might be
made heirs according to the Hope
of Eternal life."—Titus 3:7.
4 The One Lord — "To us there is one

God ... and one Lord, Jesus

Christ, through whom are all
things, and we through Him." — 1
Cor. 8:6.

5 The One Faith — "If thou shalt con

fess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord,
and shalt believe in my heart that

Acts 16:31.

'

4 By Confessing Christ — "And with
the mouth confession is made unto

salvation." — Rom. 10:9,10.
5 By Calling on His Name —
"Whosoever shall call on the name
of the Lord shall be saved." —
Rom. 10:13.

6 By Baptism — "Which also after a
true likeness doth now save you,
even baptism." 1 Peter 3:21.
7 By Renewal — "He saved us by the
renewing of the Holy Spirit." —
Titus 3:5.

8 By Hope — "For by hope were we
saved ..."Rom: 8:24.

9 By Christ's Life — "Much more,
being reconciled, shall we be saved
by His life." — Rom. 5:10.
10 By Perseverance — "He that
endureth to the end, the same
shall be saved." — Matt. 10:22.

"The Holy Scriptures which are able
to make thee wise unto Salvation." —

Paul (2 Tim. 3:15)

J. M'Cartney
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SOMEONE HAS SAID

There is no goodreason for men to lie
about each other. Most of the time the

plain truth wouldbe bad enough!
When the outlook is bad, try the

uplook. Happiness cannot be multiplied
unless it be divided.

No man is free who is not master of
himself.

If there is anything better than to be
loved, it is to love.

BELIEF

follow from it. In order then to un

derstand the full significance of Paul's
statement, which he declares is the word
of God, let us put it in four questions:—
1. What does belief mean?

2. What truth are people required to
believe?

3. What is the sanctification of the

Spirit which follows therefrom?
4. What is the salvation to which Paul
refers and which he ascribes to God
himself as the giver?

Question four is the grand climax
upon which the answer to the first three
questions hang, as we shall see — and
what consideration could be more

The apostle Paul told the Christians
of Thessalonica that God had chosen
them "to salvation, through sanctifica-

tion of the Spirit and belief of the truth"
(2 Thessalonians 2:13).

In other words, we might say that
because of their belief of the truth, they
had been sanctified by the Spirit and so
had been chosen by God to be saved.
In these few words we have one of the
most momentous statements ever made

to human beings for their consideration.

They are concerned with the eternal
destiny of every man and woman. What
is more, they are addressed to each one
who reads them as the word of the

AlmightyGod himself.This is proved by
Paul's words to the same church: "...

when you received the word of God
which ye heard of us, ye received it not
as the word of men, but as it is in truth,
the word of God, which effectually
worketh also in you that believe" (1
Thessalonians 2:13). The last few words

are emphasised because, if the word
effectually worked in them then, is it not
reasonable to assume that the same

word would have an equally beneficial
effect on all who likewise believed ever
since that time? The apostle's state

ment, therefore, deserves our closest
attention.

important to us than that which deals
with our eternal salvation? The Author

of salvation put it this way, "What shall
it profit a man if he shall gain the whole
world, and lose his own soul? Or what
shall a man give in exchange for his
soul?"

Are You Interested?

No matter how disinterested people

are in "religion," as they understand the
word, they are, as a rule, intensely in
terested in the truth. This was the case

some 1,900 years ago, when the ordinary
people had little time for religionists as
such, but were intensely interested in
the sayings of One called Jesus. Of him
it was said (and that by his enemies),
"Never man spake like this man."
Indeed, he was always able to put the
religionists of that time, the Scribes and
Pharisees, severely "in their place."
"It was Jesus who made such

stupendous statements to them as these:
"I am the light of the world. He who
followeth me shall not walk in darkness,

but shall have the light of life."
"I am from above; ye are of this
world: I am not of this world. I said,

therefore, unto you that ye shall die in

your sins, for if ye believenot that I am
Four Questions

he, ye shall die in your sins."
"He that is of God heareth God's

The kernel of the opening statement
of this article is in the word belief.

words; ye, therefore, hear them not,

because of the important results which

because ye are not of God."
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Are You Godless?

Attendances at meetings are commend

As you read that statement of the
Lord, would you like to have the words

able especially at our Wednesday even
ing Bible Study and Cottage Meetings.
Lord's Day 28th March, in the evening

addressed to you, "Ye are not of God?"

Wouldyou not rather have it said of you,

we will present a Visual Aid film on

"You are of God?" I imagine you would.
Then doesn't it follow that you must

"The Day Christ Came — Again" and
we pray that the results will be great

hear God's words?

cause for rejoicing.

Note that Jesus says, "Ye shall die in
your sins if ye believe not that I am he."

T. W. Hartle.

Compare this with what he said (in John
3:16-18) to Nicodemus, one of the chief
religionists of his day, who came to Jesus

here rejoiced to see the baptism of Mrs.

by night. Note also how many times the
word "believeth"occurs.

Belief in What and Why?

Belief in its highest form is surely pre

Haddington, Scotland. The church

Joy Gray and Esther Moncrieff on the

evening of Saturday, 1st May. Joy has
been coming to our meetings for some
weeks now and Esther is the daughter of
sister May Moncrieff. We commend

dicative of belief in the truth as it is

both to our Lord and Saviour and pray

revealed by God's Word. "What is
truth?" Pilate asked, and did not wait

that they will remain faithful and be of
great service to the Master.

for an answer. Our investigation into the
why and wherefore of belief will be con
tinued in monthly instalments. If you
are interested in these important ques
tions, the answers to which are con

tained in the Word of Truth inspired by
Jesus, the Author of salvation, read the

iv. Nisbet.

II

OBITUARY

next edition of "Truth In Love." It will

deal with the question, "What does
"Belief mean?"

Exercises in Belief

II

Blackburn, Lanes. It is with deep
regret that we record the passing of still
another of our aged members — sister
Sophia Walsh. She was immersed about
18 years ago when crippled with art

In the meantimes, as an exercise in
belief, have a good look at Romans 10:17
and Acts 18:8 and compare these verses
with Mark 16:16, where the Lord Jesus
Christ says, "He who believes and is im
mersed (from the Greek word baptizo,

hritis in both hips. At 80 years of age she
had both hip joints replaced and took on
a new lease of life; being a constant
attender at all meetings. Two years ago
she went into an Old Peoples' Home and

meaning 'to immerse') shall be saved."

she has died there.She was96 yearsof age

To what conclusions do these statements

and is greatly missed — however her
example of courage and faithfulness

lead?
W. BROWN.

(To be continued)

NEWS FROM
THE CHURCHES

lives on. When visited (just before her
death) the passage of scripture in John
14 ("Let not your heart be troubled")
was constantly upon her lips. Bro. Roy
Renshaw officiated both at the Meeting
Place and Commital Service. She died
on April 4th and was laid to rest on 8th

April. She left an example we will do

Cape Town, R.S.A. I am labouring
with the Bokmakierie church and by the
grace of God the work is progressing.

well to follow and we leave her now in
the care of Jesus.
H. N. Holden
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DID YOU KNOW?

*g

That the nervous aystem of your body is On behalCjof,^ c^ch meeting in

like a wonderful telephone system? It Burn's Street, I^to^'I am desirous to
sends messages back and forth, keeping thank tho^who^po^dfid to our urgent
your brain informed of what is going on appeal Iw^ar^l
with regard to
around you. Your eyes, ears, taste, touch

our heating' .system^^evastated last

winter. We made this appeal both in the
Christian Worker and the Scripture
Standard, and_ up to date we have
£347.94. We are
brain by electric currents. A lot of wires received

and smell are like windows in a house,
and from these "windows" information
from the outside world is sent to your

are needed to carry this information to
the brain. For instance, each of your

deeply tha&ful tpN^e Lord for this

demonstration of-^Igistian love from

eyes has 130,000,000 rods and 7,000,000 our brothers and sisters in Christ. We
cones, the sensory terminals of sight, are determined to carry on the Lord's
which are connected to your brain by
over 300,000 separate, private, "tele
phone" lines.

work here. We truly believe that our

When you look at any scene, it is
broken down by these millions of

we receive from those who pray for us,

Father has great things in store for his

people. We thank him for this
encouragement and also for all the help
because they love the Lord.

sensory points, and graduations of light,
shade and colour of tiny areas are sent to

The total amount that we need is

the brain as separate signals. The brain
rearranges them in some way yet un
known, to give us the impression of
visualising the scene. So, in reality, you

£900, which means that we must raise
£452.06. Any further help however large
or small will be gratefully received. We

"see" (just as you touch, taste, hear and

everything we possibly can financially.
Every gift will be acknowledged by

smell) with your brain.

assure our brethren that we are doing

myself. God bless you all.

The poorest education, that teaches
self-control, is better than the best that
neglects it.

W. S. Bradley,
212 Park Road,
Ilkeston, Derbys.
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A NICE OLD MAN
When the church came into being, almost 2000 years ago, the emphasis wasupon

simplicity. The items and form ofworship were few and uncomplicated consisting of
prayer, songs of praise, the breaking of the bread, fellowship of believers and
adherence to the teaching of the apostles. Each congregation was independent of
others and there were no earthly headquarters (not even Jerusalem). There was no

clergy/Laity situation and the only official offices (or works) in the congregations
consisted ofelders (to care for the spiritual needs of the church) and deacons (who
looked after the temporal requirements of the needy). Elders enjoyed complete

equality with one another and were of necessity married men. However, from the
very outset men were not content to keep it simple but thought up all kinds of em
broidery and improvements. Indeed the apostle Paul probably spent more time,
effort andworry in preserving the purity andsimplicity ofthe church thanhespent
on preaching the gospel.

He continually feared for instance with some justification, that the c^iurch in
Corinth would depart from "thesimplicity in Christ" (2 Cor. 11:3) andwarned that
the church contained, ev€n then, false apostles and deceitful workers —and thisdid
not surprise him for in the same chapter he explained that even Satan himself is
transformed into an angel oflight. The"Gates ofHell" would notprevail against the
establishment of the church but yet it was possible, as Paul knew, that it could rot
from the inside. Secular history confirms that thisis, in fact, exactly what happened
to the church and that from the elders themselvessprang the Papacy and the Great

Apostacy. Elders inthe congregations appointed a "leading elder" andinthe process
oftime leadingeldersappointeda "Head Elder."

There followed great rivalry and wrangling between various congregations in
Romeand Asia Minor as to which would dominateand whichwould be regarded as

church headquarters and deserve to have in residence the "Head Elder" or Pope.
Rome, as we know, waseventually successful but like all digression the process was

gradual and took roughly two orthree hundred years. Compared with thesimplicity
of the church founded by our Lord the present Roman Catholic Church bears no
resemblance to the original but has become a grotesque and hideous monster.

Paul's parting but tragically true words to the elders of the church at Ephesus
were, "Take heed to yourselves ... to feed the church of God ... For I know this,
that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the
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flock. Also of your own selves (elders) shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to
draw away disciples after them." Acts 20: 30.
A Pope of Rome has come to Britain for the first time in history and it has been of
some interest (inter alia) to observe the reaction of so-called protestants. Many
religious denominations were invited to services over which the Pope officiated and
did attend, including, I believe, the United Reformed Church. The biassed media
has referred to any vociferous reaction among protestants as "ugly scenes" created
by "Protestant extremists" forgetting that "protestants" are supposed to protest.
The forces of law and order, sensing that protestants now amount to only a handful
of disorganised men with bibles and banners have given them fairly rough treatment
and heavy fines (60 days imprisonment in one case). If however, one cares to "ban
the bomb" or sabotage the work on a nuclear power station one usually "gets away
with murder." Protestants in the true sense are few and far between and in Scotland,
at least, the spirit of John Knox is virtually dead. Indeed the Pope was cordially
received (although not kissed) by the Moderator of the Church of Scotland under
the horrified gaze of the huge statue of John Knox in the quadrangle of New College.
Few protests came from the Church of Scotland for the simple reason, in my view,
that the Church of Scotland are in no position to complain. Two or three years ago
their General Assembly approved women to the clergy and women elders without
even making a passing reference to the scriptures. The same Assembly this year
severely censured (although did not ex-communicate) one of their clergy for being
immersed in the sea by a local elder — having from his study of the New Testament
come to the conclusion that baptism is immersion. Thus the Church of Scotland are
in no position to object to a Pope who also takes great spiritual liberties.
The actual visit of the Pope was however, a very cleverly orchestrated publicity
exercise and he came over on all channels of British T.V. as a kindly benign old man
of God, blessing the physically and mentally handicapped and indeed blessing ever
yone in his path. To the religiously uncommitted he appeared a good and peaceful
man — a mixture of "Old Father Time" and "Santa-Clause' and indeed from all the

letters in the press many non-catholics have expressed shame at being protestants
and as such committed to oppose such a kindly old fellow.
They are surely unaware that underneath the undoubted charisma of the man
there are very shrewd eyes and a very calculating brain and all the time the Pope
was in Britain he was doubtless wondering how long it would be before the Anglicans
would merge with Roman Catholics, and who knows what other of the protestant
fold would follow suit. They are surely unaware that there is more political
manoeuvring hatched out in the Vatican than in the Kremlin. All the time the Pope
was in this country he talked about peace, usually in the same breath as "unity" (as
if the terms were interchangeable) but one would soon discover what Catholics mean
by "peace and tolerance" if one tried to establish a congr^ation of the church of
Christ in Italy and especially in Rome. The Pope is only tolerant of British
protestants because he has no option, but in "Roman Catholic countries" especially
in South America, protestants have a rough time and have to endure severe persecu
tion from the church of this "kindly old man." The Church of Rome has a long and
undeniable history of burning men at the stake and taking bloody vengeance on
those the Pope termed "heretics". The Pope received great publicity even before he
got here by swithering whether to come at all in view of his great disdain for conflict
(in the Falklands in this case) but yet it seems he never commands his followers (in
the Aigentine, in the I.R.A. or elsewhere) to lay down their arms, and (unlike some
previous Popes) he cannot stand bloodshed but yet does not encourage pacifism in
his large flock.
Certainly in his words and gestures he appeared a man of peace and tolerance and
this is certainly the image received by the bulk of the British population — many

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

99

non-catholics were heard to say, "What a nice old man." But what are the fruits of
the church represented bythis"nice old man"—for bythe fruits ofanorganisation
wecan gain an opinionas to howGodmust regard it.

As to thefruitsoftheRoman Catholic Church we saw for ourselves thePope pray

ing to God thatthe water inthe baptismal font would become "Holy Water" which
like the Rosary and the many sacramentals (125 in number) is supposed to drive
away evil spirits and have a "magical" effect in all sorts of situations. The large
round wafer we saw the Pope hold aloft isround because itsshape was copied from
Egyptian paganism, the shape symbolising the sun. Much or most of the teaching
and worship ofthe Rc Rn Catholic Church comes from paganism andthe rest isa
wresting of the scriptures.

Time would fail to enumerate a fraction of it but the following are a few

samples:— Praying to >called "Saints" to intercede on behalfof the person pray

^

^

ing (and we heard the Pope lead such prayers, particularly to "Mary, the Mother of

God"). The Mass (high and low) with the doctrine of transubstantiation. The
Priesthood and vast hierarchy. The "Confessional" and the requirement for the

Catholic Laity to engage in auricular confession. The doctrine of Purgatory: the
doctrine of Mortal Sin and Venial Sin: interpretation of the scriptures by the

Church; thesale ofindulgencies: theworship ofimages; compulsory celibacy ofthe

priesthood and monastic vows; baptism of bells and the blessing of candles and
tapers; priestly vestments; praying for the dead; extreme unction: canonisation of
"saints"; the doctrine of the "Immaculate Conception"; penance; infant baptism:

sign of the cross: lent: veneration ofrelics: doctrine of "mental reservations" in oath
taking: the eucharist: Papal infallibility and the belief that the Pope is the head of
the churchon earth (the Vicar of Christand entitled to be called "HolyFather" or
"Lord God the Pope").

These samples of the doctrines and teachings of the Roman Catholic Church,

^

some of which are fairly recent, have come mainly from paganism and superstition
andhave, consequently, no authority orwarrant whatever inthe word ofGod. If "by
their fruits ye shall know them" then these fruits would jseem to endorse the view
that the church presided over bythis "nice old man" isindeed the Mother ofHarlots
(Rev. 17) and that the benign oldman ishimself theanti-Christ.
Jesus Himself claimedto have beengiven all power and authority, bothin heaven
andonearth, andso the Pope has no authority on earth anymore thanI have —and
I have none. Hundreds of thousands of good people queued for hours in the hope

that the Pope would "Bless" them and yet the Pope has no more authority than I
have to bless anyone.

The Pope referred to Jesus a few times in his speeches and prayers andyet Jesus
taught "And call no man your father upon the earth for one is your Father, which is
in heaven." Our spiritual Father is, like our headquarters, in heaven (not on the
earth). Yetthe Pope allows himself to be called "Holy Father" in direct contradic
tion ofour Lord's injunction. The apostle Paul seemed completely unaware that the

Pope was head of the church for he taught, under the influence of the Holy Spirit,

several times, that Jesus was undisputed head of the church, e.g. in Col. 1:18 he

says, "And He (Jesus) isthe head ofthe body, the church: who isthe beginning, the

first bornfrom the dead; that in all things Hemight have the pre-eminence." Jesus
is the head of the church and should have the pre-eminence. Anycasual observer of

the Pope's visit could be excused for thinking that the Pope receives all the pre
eminence.

In Eph. I Paul, in speaking ofthe exaltation ofJesus by God, says that God not
only raised Jesus from the dead butraised Him to His own right hand in heavenly
places, farabove all principality and power, and every name thatisnamed, not only
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in this world but also in that whichis to come, "And hath put all things under His
feet, and gave Him to be Head overall things to the church. Which is His body,the
fullness of Him that filleth all in all."

After the Papal visit to Britain it seems that all are agreed, from "the man in the
street" to the mainstream of the denominations that the Pope is a good and holy
man, full of understanding and tolerance. Whilst I must agree that the present Pope
is certainly more masculine than some recent Popes have been it remains
nevertheless an unassailable fact that any man who, in any shape or form claims to
be Head of the church of our Lord Jesus Christ is guilty of indescribable blasphemy
and well qualifies not only for the description of "anti-Christ" but also fulfils the
description "that man of Sin, the son of perdition," "Who opposeth and exalteth
himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped: so that he as God sitteth
in the temple of God, shewing that he is God." (2 Thess. 2:4). A nice old man indeed.
EDITOR

CO-OPERATION ACCORDING
TO THE SCRIPTURES
Co-operation in Christian labour is wanted, and the question here is this How is it
to be attained? We are asked — Must not an association of churches be established?

Now what of this association? Are not the churches themselves this already, so far as
scripturally constituted? Did not the many congregations founded by the apostles,
constitute in the aggregate but one body — The church'? Their constitution, of
necessity, made them one body; and nothing but defection from that constitution,
individual or congregation, severed that union. And nowthat we see everywhere the
divisional effects of the long continued apostacy, and almost everywhere the abor
tive character of all and sundry human patchwork attempts after union, one thing
above all others appears abundantly evident: that nothing short of the one apostolic
platform, and nothing more than it, will ever do. We believe that anything more, as
well as anything less, must defeat the end. For, however, unobjectionable one
human institution may be as compared with others, there are yet, even against the
best, the following among other insuperable objections. First, the tacit admission
which they give forth that something more than the church, as at first constituted, is
necessary. Second, the undeniable probability that once begun, the divergence from
the divine word and model will gradually increase. Third, the fact that no society,
however simple, can exist without laws; and consequently, that in the formation of
these associations there must be human legislation, which of all evils in the conduct
ing of the affairs of the kingdom of God, has proved an essential element of defec
tion. Fourth, officialism and routine are fostered.

The waste of time, means, and energies in the construction, and carrying out of
these societies, which might have been expended in the work itself which they
profess to execute, is known to everyone who has had anything to do with them, or is
at the trouble to note their doings. On the other hand, they throw the chilling in
fluence of official routine over the entire church. Than this there are few things more
deterring to ready, personal effort. In whatever department of life the assumption of
official position by the few be found, it deters the many from personal action in the
business. In Christian action it is the exact inversion of the New Testament

principle. The society idea is, that a man must get an official standing ere he do any
thing in the work, and the result is—the people stand by. The Scripture idea is, that
all be encouraged to prosecute the work, and that he who does it be recognised
according as he does it. The contrast between the two principles is not more
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apparent than it is favourable to the Scripture system. Indeed, all great movements
have had their beginnings and their fairest progress by the individual voluntary
system of Scripture; and we think that we do not say too much whenwe affirm, that
they generally stood still or retrograded on merging into the opposite.

We want co-operation. We must have it if the work is to advance. But was there
no co-operation in apostolic times? There was. Was it successful?It was. What then
was its character? Was it of an individual and congregational order purely, or of the
extra-association sort? Of the previous entirely. Why, then we ask, not rest perfectly
satisfied with that which wrought so well? In New Testament history we have
examples of Christian co-operation in its truest, purest, noblest forms. Men and
women voluntarily suit'ering the lossof all things — hazarding their lives — laying
their necks on the block for one another's sake and the gospel's. Who does not see in

these examplesof Christian heroism,the very type of labourers which the gospel has
ever stood in need of? Who does not perceive the moral power which such examples
must every carry with them? Who does not see in these examples of Christian
herosim, the very type of labourers which the gospel has ever stood in need of?Who
does not perceive the moral powerwhich such examples must ever carry with them?
Who does not discover in them the brightest possible verification of the prophetic

psalm — 'Thy peopleshall be willing in the day of thy power?' Who doesnot seethat
this individual willingness to labour and suffer, inspiring the disciplesby the loveof
Christ, to go forth for His sake, taking nothing of the Gentiles, must ever be the
moving principleof Christian action?Who doesnot apprehend, that men who walk
by faith and not by sight, are the only true soldiers in such a war? But whodoes not
see as well that to 'get up' associations, to 'engage' and 'salary' 'agents,' is to lose
sightofmost, if not all, that the brilliant examplesof New Testamenthistory reveal?
Who does not find that the same error is committed in such a case, as is done in leav

ing the divine word, as the rule of faith, to repose belief in human systenxs of
doctrine; since in both instances the livingword, with its living examples, is left, and

the faith and practice of the churches are ordered by fiuman rule and appointment?
Sure are we of this that if ever we are to have New Testament Christianity, it is not

by well-articledsystems of belief; but by an intelligent personal faith in the teaching
of the livingthrough unsystematised oraclesof God.And as sure are wethat if weare
to have truly effective co-operation, it must be by following the steps of those whose
works of faith and labours of love are left on record for our learning: and not by any

conventional arrangement which even the sanctified wisdom of good men can now
suggest. There cannot be the slightest question that all these conventional institutions as 'unions', 'alliances,' 'conferences,' 'associations,' and the like, are
departures of different degrees from New Testament usage. Just, therefore, as we
cannot hope for ecclesiastical union on human theological systems, but alone on the
one foundation laid by God, we announce our utter want of faith and hope in any
formal, stated, minute-taking, clerk-employing functionary-making, pounds, shill
ings and pence establishment; but we affirm, on the other hand our perfect con
fidence in the moral power of that faith and love, which enkindled by the everlasting
gospel, was the first Christians in all their attempts for the crown and kingdom of
Jesus and for the sake of which they braved the loss of all things.
The following notices by the Apostle, in his letters to the congregations at Rome
and Corinth show very plainly the mode, character, and principle of operation and
co-operation existing and recognised amongst the churches. Indeed, not more
plainly do the sacred records indicate the action, subject, and design of baptism,
than do the references which we have on the subject of Christian labour mark out its

features and principles. Not, therefore, the Apostle's words — 'I commend unto you
Phoebe, our sister; a servant of the church at Cenchrea, that ye receive her in the
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Lord as becometh saints; and that ye assist her in whatever business she has need of
you, for she has been a succourer of many and of myself also. Greet Priscilla and

Aquila, myhelpers in Jesus Christ, who have for mylife laid down theirown necks;
unto whom notonly I give thanks, butalso thechurches ofthe Gentiles. Greet Mary,
who bestowed muchlabouronus.SaluteTryphena and Tryphosa, who labour in the
Lord. Salute the beloved Persis who laboured much in the Lord.' So much said Paul

to the church at Rome; now for what he said to the congregation at Corinth. 'If
Timothy comesee that he may be with you without fear, for he worketh the work of
the Lord, as I also. Let no man, therefore, despise him, but conduct him forth in
peace that he may come unto me, for I look for him with the brethren.

As to BrotherApollos, I greatly desired him to come untoyou with the breathren,
but this will was not at all to come at this time: however he will come when he shall

have convenienttime. You knowthe house of Stephanas, that it is the first-fruits of

Achaia, and that they have addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints. I
beseech you, brethren, that you submit yourselves to such, and to every one who
works and co-operates. I am glad of the coming of Stephanas, Fortunatus, and
Achaicus, for that which was lackmg onyour part they have supplied: for theyhave
refreshed my spirit and yours;thereforeacknowledge youthem that are such.'
From the facts before us in the New Testament, weconclude as follows:—
1 The brethren addicted themselves to the work. It was a willingservice on their
part. They went everywhere preaching. 2 The churches were enjoined to
acknowledge such — assist them — honour them — submit to them.

3 These brethren went forth taking nothing of the Gentiles. The churches and in

dividual brethren supplied their wants. They had faith in God: but they knewthat
God wrought agents and means, that the grace of God was the great motive power,
and the recipients of that gracethe actors under it. To the brethren, therefore, they
looked, and when they received from them they gave not only them, but God the
thanks; for they knew that it was as much the grace of God, to whichthey were in
debted, as if that grace had wrought the most stupendous of physical miracles in
order to supply their wants. 4 The churches, therefore, had all needed instructions

given them for the fulfillingof this service. There was to be simplicity — the reverse
of ostentation — the brethren were to give into the treasury of their Master as he
had, during the past week, prospered them — the contribution became a stated
weekly ordinance — the deacons were the custodians and disbursers of it — the

funds thus collected were disbursed as occasion required both to churches and to in
dividual brethren. 5 Intercourse betwixt the churches and the preacher was
sustained both by correspondence and personal visits. Brethren were sent out for
different specific objects, as the messengers of the churches so sending them. 6

Churches and preacherslet their wants and state be known to the faithfulby both of
these channels. 7 Every church and the locality of every preacher, was thus a centre
of operation and co-operation. Headquarters were in heaven, not even in Jerusalem.

For fourteen years Paul saw it not, and received nothing from it. 8 The unity of the
body and the equality of the brotherhood were thus practically demonstrated. The
system of Diotrephes was then the exception; but, unfortunately it is now the rule.
With all this before us, we knowof nothing but faithfulness that is wanting to meet
alike the exigencies of the church and the world. We really do not know what any
scheme that the brethren could possibly 'get up' would or could effect in the way of
Christian co-operation, apart from Churches of New Testament constitution. What

these churches did accomplish may by such churches — be again effected. There is
nothing to be done that we know of what was not done in apostolic days, and which
we have not apostolic example or precept for effecting. The difference of the times is
incomporably in our favour. The press, the post, the rail, and the telegraph have
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quickened the labour oftheamanuensis and lightened the work ofthe pedestrian.
And now, if ever, may thewish of John for as many books as would fill theworld,
and the prophecy ofIsaiah, that the preachers' voice should be heard at the ends of
the earth, be fulfilled-

T. H. MILNER Edinburgh, Sept 26,1856.

Sentinby Br. D.Daniell.

GLEANINGS
"Let her glean even among the sheaves." Ruth 2:15
The Beauty of His Mind

"We may learn something ofthe beauty ofHis mind. The beauty sleeping in a
seed reveals itself by the colours of the flower as they unfurl to the sun, and the
fragrance that fills the air. The beauty inthe unexplored heart of a friend reveals
itself in the verses we suddenly light upon, or the books which bear his name. The

beauty of the artist's mind is discovered in the pictures or statues which he has
produced. And what revelations are made to us of the beauty of the conceptions of

our Lord, as we arm our eyes with telescope or microscope, andstudy the infinite
above or theinfinite beneath!"

F. B.Meyer
Ye are not your own

"Ye are not your own." "That isthe fact. You did not create yourself. You did not
sustain yourself for a great part ofyour life. You do not sustain yourself now. The
whole world isbusy tokeep you alive. Were everyone to stand aside, saying ineffect,
"Here is onewho thinks he can do withouthelp; let him try," youwould starve,you

would shiver, you would die, and your body would lie unburied. One has only to

think for a very short time to see that we are bound up with one another, thatwe
belong to one another; that to be cut off from one another, to be independent, is to be
dead —asa tender plant isdead which I tear upout ofthe soil and leave uprooted to
the devastating work of time.

"There isno beggary anddependence like thecondition ofevery/one ofus—aswe
see the moment we begin to think. We come into a world ofvarious amenities which
were all here before we came. We did nottoilfor any one ofthem. Now, believing, as

we do, andas theCross ofChrist declares, that every real good has come toman by

the way of toil, toil of the body, toil of the soul and the spirit, I look about me, and

^

see thewonderful amenities oflife —homes, friends, books, liberty, thewhole world

of the spirit —I see all this, I share it, I live on it. And what ought I to conclude?

Simply, that the price has been paid, and I have come into the possession."

John A. Hutton

Me

"How personal Jesus is! He is constantly speaking ofHimself. 'Come unto Me',
'obey Me', 'love Me', 'He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father' —we could mul
tiply such statements. And yet there is nothing egotistical about these personal state
ments. They are natural. The 'Me' predominates on every page of the evangelic
record. He moves with ease in the midst of great alternatives. God is no un
discovered reality to Him. For nearly two thousands years He has stood inthe centre

of humanity and directed its gaze upon Himself. What He says about Himself, what
He can do for you and me, is the very kernel of Christianity and the hope of the
human race. Forgiveness and abundant Life are what men find and receive when
they commit themselves to this Son of Man who knew himself to be the Son of God.

Between Jesus and God men canno longer distinguish. The 'Me'ofJesusis theT of

God. Christianity isa life, not a set ofintellectual beliefs. It is a life caught up and
irradiated by the personality of One who said, 'Come unto Me'."
Gardner Miller
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We quote — Ruskin

"Is not the evidence of Ease on the very front of all the greatest works in existence?
Do they not say plainly to us, not 'there has been a great effort here'? but 'therehas
been a great power here'? It is not the weariness of mortality but the strength of
divinity, which we have to recognise in all mighty things; and that is just what we
now never recognise, but think that we are to do great things by help of iron bars and

perspiration; alas! we shall do nothing that way, but lose some pounds of our own
weight."

Underneath are the everlasting arms
"Child of God, forlorn and weary.
Doth the way seem overlong?
Are the skies above thee dreary,
And thou hast no heart for song?
Pause awhile! and think and ponder, —
There are Arms outstretched for thee!
Arms that tell of love far fonder

Than earth's fondest love could be!
J. Danson Smith

The greatest of these is love

"Love is the Esperanto of Christianity, the one languageeverybody understands."
Oscar Prentkin

The love of Christ constraineth us

"The claims of humanity are insufficient alone to sustain prolongedconsecration
to this service of the suffering. A higher inspiration is required. A gentleman once
visited a hospital where the victims of a terrible malady were sheltered. To the nurse
who accompanied him, he said, "You must have a great deal of enthusiasm for

humanity to keepyou in sucha placeas this." "Enthusiasm for humanity, sir?" the
nurse replied; "That motive would not keep us here for a single day; the love of

Christ constraineth us!"

q
Selected by Leonard Morgan

Conducted by
Alf Marsden

"In view of recent divisions in the Churches of Christ, can you still hold
on to those ideals and aims of the early pioneers of the Churches of Christ,
and those who immediately succeeded them?"

The word 'you in the question seems to signify to me that the questioner is not a
member of the Church of Christ. He is asking me, as an individual, to give a collec
tive answer which involves all members of the Lord's Body, therefore, I can only
answer for myself and pray that my views will correspond with those of other
Christians.
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The Pioneers -

The first point which I must make is the fundamental one, i.e., that the Church of
Christ must not be viewed as a sect among sects. The 'pioneers,' so called, were not
instrumental in the building of the Church; their message was a message of restora
tion.

It was Christ who built the Church. After Peter had confessed Jesus as the

Christ, Jesus said to him, "Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood
hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. And I say unto
thee. That thou art Peter, and upon this rock (Peter's confession) I will build my
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it" (Matt. 16:16-18).
Writing to the Church at Ephesus later, Paul comments on the way in which Jesus
had broken down the middle wall of partition between Jew and Gentile, and then
goes on, "Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens
with the saints, and of the household of God; and are built upon the foundation of

the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone" (Eph.
2:13-20). I certainly would not like any reader to be looking to the 19th Century for
the beginning of the Church of Christ. The Church started on the first Pentecost
after the resurrection of Jesus, when on that day three thousand souls obeyed the
messagegiven by the apostle Peter, "Repent, and be baptised every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit. For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are

afar off, even as many as the Cord our God shall call." (Acts 2:38,39). That callhas
come by the Gospel ever since; it will never change.

The truth is plain and unambiguous. Christ is the Head of the Body,the Church.
He ought to be. He purchased it with His precious blood. If we must talk about
pioneers then let us be objective. The Church was pioneered by the Holy Spirit and
the Apostles. I am convinced that we would cause less confusion if we forgot all
about pioneers and concentrated on the unique plea of the Church of Christ, i.e., to

and get back to Jerusalem,to the first century A.D., and to teachand practice those
Apostolic injunctions which are so plain, in the N.T. particularly.
Those Divisions

The Church of Christ is a unique Body here upon earth. When people say to me,
"What church do you belong to?" and I answer, "The Church of Christ," they say,
"Oh, I've never heard of that one;" this only proves to me that they have never read
their New Testament. If anyone can read the N.T. and find any church other than
the Church of Christ then I for one would certainly like to know of it.

If people do not know of the Church then they are unlikely to know and un
derstand Its aims and objectives. It is notan exclusive Church in that only a
limited number of people can join it; the instruction of Jesus to His disciples was,

"Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth
and is baptised shall be saved" (Mark 16:15, 16). It is exclusive in the sense that
only they who have believedand obeyedthe Gospel, and have been immersed into
the Lord Christ may claim true identity with Him in His Body, the Chxu-ch.

There is only one Head of the Body, the Lord Christ Himself. Titular heads such
as we see in the denominational world make nonsense of a true appreciation of the

New Testament; Paul says, "And he (Christ) is before all things, and by him all
things consist. And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning,the
firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the pre-eminence" (Col.
1:17,18. But read whole chapter). How different from what we see today!
In matters of doctrine, the Church of Christ refers itself solely and exclusively to
the Word of God, the Bible. We have no other authority for what we teach and

practice, nor wouldwe presume to lookfor any other authority: if Godwas willing to
reveal Himself in His Son and"through His Apostolic messengers, and if Jesus was
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willing to die to bring Salvation to a sin-stricken world, then surely it would be a
slight on God, a non-recognition of the work of Christ, and a plain and crude
departure from the Gospel message if we had the temerity to add to or take from
that Revelation which God has so graciously given.

In matters of organisation, communities of Christians meet and worship in the
geographical areas where they happen to reside; hence the origin of that sometimes
misleading statement, 'Churches of Christ.' The leadership of each such community
is by the scriptural method of Elders and Deacons. Each community is completely
autonomous and seeks only to worship God in the way in which He has appointed in
His Word, and to promote in their locality the Gospel for which Christ died. By this
method, if one community were to defect for any reason whatsoever, then this would
be a wound to the Body but not a mortal wound.
The reason I have explained the position in some detail is to show that 'divisions'
in the Church of Christ are not of recent origin. It ought to be patently clear to men
and women of reasonable intelligence that from the beginning of the Church the
situation must have been exactly as Paul described it, "There is one body, and one
Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling: One Lord, one faith, one
baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you
all" (Eph. 4:3-6). Can anyone explain to me how Jesus can pray to His Holy Father,
in Heaven (John 17:11), and yet people can laud and magnify the so-called 'Holy
Father' here upon earth? Could someone please explain how some four hundred plus
religious groups in the world today, teaching different doctrines and having different
heads and governments, can claim to be the one body and the one faith?
We must look a long way into the past in order to see the real divisions in the
Church of Christ. We must look at the Judaisers, the Gnostics, the Docetists, the
Marcionites. We must look to the 3rd and 4thc enturies for the exertion of

patriarchal rights from Rome, Antioch, Alexandria and Jerusalem. We must look at
the great and abiding divisions between the Eastern and Western claims on the
Church. We must see the confluence of the temproal power and the ecclesiastical
power in the shape of the Roman Emperors and the unscriptural hierarchical
structure of the Church. We must see the emergence of a strong and oppressive
clergy exerting not only ecclesiastical but also temporal pressure from offices which
they had usurped in many instances. We must appreciate the misery and the
hopelessness of the so-called Dark Ages, and deplore the wars and intrigues of men
in the name of the Christ of Peace. An then we must see the re-emergence of light,

and we must place our pioneers in their true role in church history as harbingers of
that light, pointing people forward, and yet paradoxically back to Jerusalem, to
Christianity as it was in the beginning.
And Today?

It is inevitable that there will be differences of opinion within the Church on

certain matters, but I am quite sure that any difference of opinion ought to be cap
able of quick resolution, given love and understanding. Intolerance of other peoples
views is, perhaps, one of the greatest difficulties. That does not mean, of course, that
we ought to condone error; everything taught and practiced must be measured
against the Word, and if it does not measure up to that standard then it ought to be
rejected. The tragedy is when people can look at the Church and see elements of
division, when understanding, and prolonged study, if necessary, ought to be the
order of the day. Right from the beginning, the greatest hindrance to the progress of
the Church has come from within its own ranks; let it never be said of any of us that

we have hindered the glorious work which our Lord and Master commenced. And
dear friends, don't write off the Church because you think that it doesn't measure
up to your standard of perfection, but rather see sincere souls struggling upwards.
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sometimes immaturely, sometimes imperfectly, often making mistakes, but always
conscious of the fact that they have been redeemed with the precious blood of the
Lord and Saviour, Jesus the Christ. Our agreement on the fundamental points of
doctrine far, far outweigh any disagreement which we may have. In the words of the
old song let us 'accentuate the positive,' and see to it that Satan is never able to
exploit the negative.
(All questions please to Alf Marsden, 377 Billinge Road, Hayfield, Wigan, Lanes).

THE PASTOR SYSTEM
In the language of sectarian denominationalism, the "one man pastor" refers to a
system of church organisation that invests in one man the responsibility of directing
the affairs of the church. While he may use others to help in the accomplishment of
certain goals, the primary responsibility is his and his alone. He may use such
phrases as "my church," "my deacons," "my elders," and "my ministry."
For many years churches of Christ steadfastly withstood this denominational
practice. Gradually, however, there has been a definite move in that direction. W. E.

Garrison and A. T. DeGroot, historians in the Disciples of Christ movement, state
on page 406 of their book. The Disciples of Christ: A History: "... in the years since
1896 Churches of Christ have greatly softened their formerly hard stand on the
issues of the pastor system, instrumental music, and societies." Most digressive
churches would strongly deny that this is the case. It seems to me, however, that
even the casual observer would have to admit that "they have softened." In theory
most congregations oppose the denominational concept of the pastor system, yet in
actual practice they have the equivalent to just such a system.

To this writer there are a number of reasons why such a system is wrong. Let us
notice a few:

1. It opposes God's purpose in Christianity.

In Christianity the emphasis is placed upon the individual. I am accountable to

God. I cannot answer for you, nor you for me. Every Christian composes "a spiritual
house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus
Christ." 1 Pet. 2:5 All are expected to minister to God and each other within the

limitations of the revealed word. God will judge "without respect of persons according to everyman's work." 1 Pet. 1:17 In the New Testament church the Holy Spirit

did not make one man the mouthpiece. In the assembly all who were gifted with the
power of edifying, exhorting, and comforting were given the privilege to do so. 1 Cor.
14:31. Any system which invests in one man the responsibility of edification,
directly opposes God's purpose in Christianity.
2. It opposes the true basis of ministry.
Jesus said "Even as the son of man came not to be ministered imto, but to minister,
and to give his life a ransom for many." The pastory system creates an atmosphere

which tends to place the responsibility for everything on the shoulders of one man.
Others feel no responsibility, for after all, "that's why we have a preacher." If some
one is ill the preacher is notified and is expected to make an official visit. When
someone moves into town we give the name to the preacher and he makes a
professional call, leaving "his card" lest they forget who he is. It is he who checks on
the non-attenders, maintains a membership file, organizes the recreational
activities, rounds up the wayward, and binds up the broken hearted. If he fails to do
any of these things someone is quick to remind him "that's what we pay you for."
This system destroys the whole essence of Christianity, which is service to others. If
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there are those who need comfort, all should comfort 1 Thess, 4:18. Are there
fatherless and widows who are afflicted? Every Christian should visit them Jas.
1:27. Are there outsiders to be convicted? They should be convicted of all 1 Cor.
14:25. Is one overtaken in a fault? All who are spiritual should seek to restore him.
Gal. 1. We are all ministers (servants) of Christ. As such we all have obligations. We
cannot remove them by default or hiring someone to do our work for us.
3. It reduces the Church to a helpless weakling.

It is common to both read and hear of "big church buildings" "huge contribu
tions", and "growing crowds" as men glowingly declare the successes of their
ministeries. In many such "success stories" when the preacher departs so does the
crowd, leaving one to wonder if all those converted were converted to Christ or the
preacher? It is a deplorable situation when a preacher says "I need to leave but I'm
afraid if I do some may quit the church", an open admission that he has failed to
convert the people to Christ. Something even worse is for a preacher to say "I don't
know what to do, If I remain in here some will quite the church, If I leave some will
quit the church, I just don't know what to do." This is a clear indication that had the
preacher spent more time converting men to Christ and less time politicing for
personal gain he wouldn't be faced with such a dilemma.
All this underscores a weakness in the one man pastor system, i.e. the church
grows progessively weaker under such an arrangement. The talent of the multitude
are so underdeveloped that at the first sign the preacher may leave a mad frenzy

results as the weakened flock begins to search for "another pastor". A lack of
exercise will eventually result in one being crippled. The same is true in the church.
When "the many" get not exercise, do not work, but allow someone else to carry all
the load, weakness cannot help but result.
The Pastor system discourages individual growth and work. It tends to elevate
"the clergy" to an unscriptural position. While often giving the appearance of
spiritual progress and prosperity, it actually robs the Kingdom of both. Do we have
such a system among us today? Are we gradually moving in that direction? Every
saint should carefully ponder both questions. If we are indeed moving that way or
already entrapped in some instances, we better turn around and make some
changes. Brethren if we've "softened our stand" did we do so because the Bible
dictated such a posture or because "the people willed it so."?
Ronny F. Wade
707 Pearson Dr. Springfield, Mo. U.S.A.
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Lev. 19, 23-37
Prov. 23,23-35
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Psa. 119,1-16
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I Tim. 5,1-16
I Tim. 5,17-6,10
II Tim. 6,11-21

an apostle approaching death

deliberately by martyrdom, have
helped innumerable men and women to
"behave themselves in the House of

God." The principles upon which their
teachings stand will never change
though the conditions under which they
are to be applied have changed beyond
recognition. Many of the changes —

II Tim. 1
II Tim. 2

those for good of mankind — have been

Letters that endure

at work. I have supposed that Paul was
released from the imprisonment in

Two to Timothy and one to Titus by

brought about by these same principles
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seems most probably since we cannot
account, for instance, for his working in

suitably. Some must take the lead, some
must do the menial jobs, some must
wash feet, some must care for the sick,

Crete, during the time recorded by

all must act in the name and for the sake

Luke. He must have anticipated
freedom, seeing he asked Philemon at
Colosse to prepare him a lodging (Phile.

of Jesus, being moved by the same
spirit. We observe that the
characteristics set out for bishops are
those applicable to every Christian,
certainly as the ideal for mature per

which we leave him in Acts 28. This

22).

Scholars find differences in language
and subject in these three letters from

those in the prison epistles, Ephesians,
Philippians and Colossians. This would
be accounted for by the passage of time
from 63 to 66 A.D. — and the difference

in purpose. The onset of apostasy must
have made the apostle anxious to
safeguard his young fellow-workers
against the errors he already faced.
What faithful servant of Christ does not
feel the same? Thus these letters reveal

to us how soon Satan gets busy to ruin
the work of the Holy Spirit in the hearts
of those who accept the gospel and are
truly repentant believers. These letters
vibrate with urgent encouragement to
faithfulness and stern warning against
slacking off in the effort inspired by the
Word of God. The hjrmn writer puts it
into verse and song, "Christian seek not
yet repose, Hear thy guardian angel say,
"Thou art in the midst of foes, Watch

and pray!" (Christian Hymnary 405:
1908 book 693). Timothy did not enjoy
the best of health, and perhaps did not
share the indomitable spirit of his
leader, but the strongest equally need to
be reminded continually of their being
engaged in a battle against human
weakness and devilish temptation.
The churches likewise growing in
numbers and experience need to be pre
pared for battle by a measure of

organisation through the variety of
activities in which the members are

engaged. Christianity is not a matter of
observing ordinances. It is a matter of
daily persistence in well-doing, which
includes the earning of a living by honest
toil in a Christ-like manner. Every func
tion of body and mind is involved, and
the community of saints, set apart for
the service of God, need to be organised

sons. It must NOT be made an excuse

for failure to strive, that the ideals are
too high. Practice in accordance with the
rules prepares for the race. Concentra
tion on service brings about strength for
the war. (II Tim. 2, 3-6). Timothy has
instructions in brief for treatment of all

members (I Tim. 5,1 & 2).
Widows

Needless to say the position of widows
at least in the "western world" differ

very much from those whose care was so
important in the early days of the
church. It is certain that the list of

widows (5, 9) involved their support,

and their having obligation to do certain
duties in the Church, for which quite
specific qualifications were required.
The primary responsibility however
rests with their relatives.

If the relatives are Christians they
must shoulder that responsibility.
Widows are "widows indeed" if they
have no relatives or if their relatives

refuse to do their duty. What is plainly
proved is that they are to be a special
charge on either individual or church. In
this same way we are safe to assume
those in distress received from Church

or individual Christian, support and
sympathy such as was never heard of
before at least in a heathen society. Pre
sent public welfare is a take-over. It is

not pagan, humanist, Buddhist or
Moslem. There is only one religion of
love. Its origin is in the life, teaching and
resurrection of the Lord Jesus. The Jews

of course did have such laws, being
God's people also.
Honour

The name Timothy embodies the
Greek word thus translated, and could
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be interpreted "Honour God." He has

gladly did it all. The first world war and

instructions to honour widows, to honour

death concluded their work, and it has

masters and to double honour elders
that rule well. At least one translator has

gone on at a reduced level in common

here rendered it "pay" or "wages". The
word has a basic thought of value or
"preciousness," but our word "honour"
certainly conveys the correct under
standing in most cases although it has
to be rendered "price" and "sum" quite
correctly (Matt. 27, 6 & 9: Acts 4, 34: I
Cor. 6, 20 etc.: Acts 7, 16). If we honour
somebody or something, we are involved
in actual payment as well as respect or
esteem.

The honour required to fulfil God's

with so many religious activities. We can
only honour them in respectful remem
brance. They earned enough money to
keep themselves and their dependants,
and gave generously in time and money
to maintain the church in their day.
Happy relationships
How important are our close
relationships. With what joy did Paul
look back and remember Lois and

Eunice! These two women were largely
responsible for the decision of Timothy
to leave home, kindred and earthly ties

instruction in the case of widows we

for the life-service of the Saviour. Some

have already considered. It issues in
material support, and service from

of us have good reason to bless our
Heavenly Father for our upbringing
with the enlightened vision of a church
owning allegiance only to God as
revealed in His Word, clear from tradi

them. The honour to masters issues in

glad and willing service to them for payCand for love). The double honour for
elders who oversee the church is

obedience and co-operation with them
and in supporting them materially if
necessary, and giving them respect and
love. To deserve the extra respect they

tions of men.
Have we realised what it means to a

person to be brought up in the "Holy
Catholic Church," maintained by a
priesthood dependant upon it for a

must "labour in the word and doctrine."

livelihood and tramelled with "sacred"

Every church blessed with such men will

buildmgs, relics of the "saints," miracles
at Lourdes and one supreme LORD
THE POPE? It has all the appearance
of wealth and power, and so much of
"good works" to cover up its actual
apostasy, and an appearance of unity,
which no other religious body can claim.

increase in numbers and in spiritual
effectiveness, whether they need support
or not. Any distinction between laity
and clergy was unknown in the New
Testament church. The priesthood of all
believers (men and women) is a fact of
true Christianity. Differences are in in
dividual capability, character, age and
sex, and are of minor importance within
the community. If a man desire the posi
tion of a bishop he desires a good WORK
RATHER THAN AN OFFICE, and it is
an exacting task of which few men are
worthy. It is not surprising to me that in

my grandfather's day the six men
appointed by the church to oversee its
work declined the title "bishop" and
were accordingly called always

We know it is false because the Word

of God condemns its practices and teach
ings. We must very humbly continue to
plead for a return to the divinely
approved "spiritual house". (I Peter 2,

5), "the pillar and ground of the truth"
(I Tim. 3,15).
R. B. SCOTT.

Apology and correction

churches and more widely, and never
received anything beyond actual

Comments on April Readings, p.43,
col. 1. The physical terrors of Sinai by
their greatness, and its strict insistence
upon physical acts of obedience had
brought condemnation upon Israel, but
the gospel had brought forgiveness and

expenses, and often not those — and

eternal life to light.

"deacons." Most of them laboured in the
word and doctrine in the London district
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NEWS FROM
THE CHURCHES

one and all in your endeavours, continue
to share in your prayers for us, that
many more days Lord willingshall bring
about ... "saving results, and rejoicing
moments." end of report.
T, H. Hartle

Cape Town, R.S.A.: Now here is
some brief news items, of interest, "It

was on the 9th May 1982 that myself

and my wifealongwith my entire family
(sons, daughter-in-laws, grandchildren
could have given God the needed
thanks, in that by His Grace we were
able to Celebrate our 50th Wedding

Anniversary (as known to many Golden
wedding) with many many happy
memories, of God's blessings, care and
protection, granted us over these many
years (Psalm 40:1-5 indeed expresses
what we cannot do) "count our blessings
too inumerable to mention."

And personally I could have, on the
10th May 1982, look back to the day
being also 50 years ago, that I was

baptized into Christ, which included
remembering in my young Christian

years, as I grew in strength, grace and
knowledge, souls led to Christ, and that

II

OBITUARY

II

Tranent: It is with deep sorrow that

we report the passing from this life of
our sister Jane Wise at the age of 76
years.

As a child she was taught in our

Sunday School here, and in due time
passed on into the Bible Class. It was
while she was in the Bible Class, and

still in her early teens, that she in
timated her desire to become a

Christian, and so was immersed into the
ever-blessed Name.

She was keenly interested in the work
with the young people, and so became a
Sunday School teacher, in which

capacitysheservedthe church well fora
number of years.

how my deep desire and prayer was to

For the last few months before her

giveup my secular work,and whichtook
place on the 15th December 1955.

death on 30th April 1982her illness kept

Which portrays, that almost 27 years,
out of the 50, was one of an allout reach
for Christ and the gospel in Evangelism,

her confined to her home.

"After the weary conflict,
Rest in the Saviour's love.
Over the silent river,

with many many precious led to Christ,
all I can say to all of this to God be all
the Glory. Last of all, with the small
congregation I am labouring with in
Bokmakierie, it being our prayerful, and

graveside was conducted by Bro. David

hopeful desire towitness thevisitors who
sincerely, and interestingly attend all

sympathy to her husband David, and

our meetings, Bible study, Cottage meet

her family Margaret and John, and

ings, etc, turning to the Lord Lordwill

commend them to our Heavenly Father
for all true comfort and consolation.

ing.

Safe in the home above."

The service in the home and at the

Scott, assisted by Bro. James Sinclair
Snr.

We extend our Christian love and

Well, out of the many visitors, it was
on the afternoon of the 16th May 1982

that I was privileged to baptize one of
them a young lady, with a few of the ...

Tom Nisbet.

THE BASIS OF CHRISTIAN
UNITY

members, who could afford the time, to
share in witnessing, and singing"0 Happy

"That they may all be one." — John 17-

Day That fixed my Choice." With the
beginning of a new life and new future,

"One Body, and one Spirit, even as

in Christ in her life." As we pray for you

21

also ye were called in one Hope of your
calling; one Lord, one Faith, one
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Baptism, one God and Father of all."
Eph. 4:4-6.
1 The One Body — "For in one Spirit
were we all baptised into one body,
whether Jews or Greeks, whether

Things we are saved by:
"Not by Faith only."—James 2:24
1 By Grace — "For by grace have ye
been saved through faith." — Eph.
2*8

2 By the Gospel — "Who shall

bond or free." — 1 Cor. 12:16.

2 The One Spirit — "Know ye not
that ye are a Temple of God, and that

speak unto thee words, whereby

the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?" —

3 By Belief — "Believe on the Lord

thou shalt be saved." — Acts 11:14.

Jesus and thou shalt be saved." —

1 Co. 3:16.

3 The One Hope — "That, being
justified by his grace, we might be
made heirs according to the Hope of
eternal life." — Titus 3:7.
4 The One Lord — "To us there is one

Acts 16:31.

4 By Confessing Christ — "And
with the mouth confession is made
unto salvation." — Rom. 10:9,10.
5 By Calling on His Name —

God ... and one Lord, Jesus Christ,

"Whosoever shall call on the name of

through whom are all things, and we

the Lord shall be saved." — Rom.
10:13.

through Him." — 1 Cor. 8:6.
5 The One Faith — "If thou shalt con

fess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord,
and shalt believe in thy heart that
God raised Him from the dead, thou
shalt be saved." — Rom. 10:9.

6 The One Baptism —

"Then

answered Peter, can any man forbid
the water, that these should not be
baptised?" — Acts 10:47.
7 The One God and Father: — "We

know that no idol is anything in the
world, and that there is no God but
one." — 1 Cor. 8:4.

6 By Baptism — "Which also after a
true likeness doth now save you,
even baptism." — 1 Peter 3:21.
7 By Renewal — "He saved us by
the . . . renewing of the Holy Spirit"
— Titus 3:5.

8 By Hope — "For by hope were we
saved ..." — Rom. 8:24.

9 By Christ's Life — "Much more,
being reconciled, shall we be saved
by His life." — Rom. 5:10.
10 By Perseverance — "He that
endureth to the end, the same shall

"And they shall become one flock, one
Shepherd."—Jesus (John 10:16).
J. M'Cartney.

be saved." — Matt. 10:22.

"The Holy Scriptures which are able
to make thee wise unto Salvation." —

Paul (2 Tim. 3:15). J. M'Cartney.

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD is published monthly.
PRICES PER YEAR - POST PAID BY SURFACE MAIL
UNITED KINGDOM and COMMONWEALTH
CANADA & U.S.A.

...

£5.00

$10.00

AIR MAIL please add £L50 or $3.00 to above surface mail rates
DISTRIBUTION AGENT & TREASURER:

JOHN K. KNELLER, 4 Glassel Park Road, Longniddry, East Lothian, EH32 ONY

Tel. No. Longniddry (0875) 53212 to whom change of address should be sent.
EDITOR:

JAMES R. GARDINER, 87 Main Street, Pathhead Midlothian,

Scotland. EH37 5PT

'The Scripture Standard" is printed for the publishers by Walter Barker (Printers) Ltd.,
Langley Mill. Nottm. Tel. 07737 (Langley MiU) 2266

^^TPie

Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning.
I VOL. 50.

AUGUST 1982

No.8

PREPARING TO MEET OUR
MAKER
Another Royal Garden Party at Holyrood Palace in Edinburgh has come and
gone, and once again I was not invited. Naturally to be specifically invitedby Her
Majesty the Queen to such a function is deemed a great honour and highly prized
among the "upper crust" and more especially to those aspiring to such ranks.
What a flutter of excitement is caused in the more lowly households on the

occasion of such an invitation, and what a flurry of preparation is set in motion —

the expensive suit with grey tile hat on the male side, and the exclusive dress
creation from Paris on the other side. Perhaps also a new car for the pompous

entry — it would never do to roll up in the old Volkswagen.
Think of.the excitement joi/ might experienceby a personal invitation from the

Queen and the expensive preparations in which you might engage. Yet God
invites us into His heavenly kingdom and in many quarters it doesn't even ruflle
a hair but might cause a yawn.

When we cometo consider the matter I suppose the bulk of our lifetime is spent

making preparations. The process starts early in life when as children
we prepare at school for the time when we shall leave school and will have tohave
qualifications for a job. In adulthood we prepare for old age with pension funds.
We prepare for the possibility of sickness and death with insurance policies. In
summer we preparefor winter and vice versa; the farmer prepares his land; the
fishermen his nets; the surgeon prepares his theatre; the builder prepares his

site;the captain prepares his ship; the lawyer prepares his briefand so on,and so
on.

Men are continually preparing, sometimes for journeys and quite often
preparing for meetings and interviews. Nonetheless, men seem to give scant
attention to preparing for the greatest journey of all time and the greatest
interview they will ever experience ~ the journey into eternity and the meeting
with their Maker.

Why prepare?

(1) The reason why we should prepare to meet our Maker and prepare for our

journey into eternity is because such a meeting and such a journey is inevitable.
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No matter how important we may be, or how rich we might be, we shall all
assuredly stand before the Judgement Seat of God. The rich (like the late Howard

Hughes) can escape meeting those they wish to avoid, or pay others to meet them,
but "As I live saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall
confess to God. So then everyone of us shall give account of himself to God." (Rom.
14:11).

(2) Upon the account we give to God will depend our eternal destiny. Upon it
will depend where we spend eternity — whether with Christ in Heaven or with
the devil and his angels in Hell. When God drew back the curtain a little from the
prophecy of the Book of Revelation, John the apostle said that he saw the dead,
small and great, stand before God and the books were opened; and another book

was opened, which is the Book of Life; and the dead were judged out of those
things which were written in the books, according to their works. .. "And
whosoever was not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of

fire."

^

To the unbiassed reader of average intelligence these should be extremely
compelling reasons for preparing to meet God.
When should we prepare?

We should be preparing now for there shall be no second opportunities in the
world to come. The greatest device of Satan has been to convince mankind of the

"Second Chance" syndrome. Life has always seemed, to me, to be a testing ground
or like an examination paper. Once we have completed an examination paper and
handed it in to the examiner it is too late to change it. I remember leaving an
examination hall in Edinburgh with a colleague after sitting, what was to me, a
fairly important examination, and as we conversed about the difficulties of the

question paper my colleague realised that he had completely misinterpreted one
of the questions and had given entirely the wrong answer. I assured him it was
too late to do anything about it but he was by now so upset and worried that he

insisted on running back and explaining his error to the invigilator. Predictably,
the invigilator smiled good humouredly but steered him out of the room assuring
him that it was much "too late" now. After this life is over it will be too late to

prepare to meet God. If we have blotted our copy book (or botched our
examination paper) now is the time to get a clean sheet and to start again. Now is

the day of salvation; Now is the accepted time.
The scriptures, which form our sole source of knowledge of God do not even hint
at the possibility of a "second chance" — (rather the reverse). By the time we die
all opportunity for preparations will have completely gone.
"It is appointed unto man once to die; then the judgement" — so says the

inspired writer of Hebrews (9:27). The educationalists may be thinking of doing
away with examinations but God isn't, and an examination would be little short

of a farce if the "second chance" doctrine had any substance. We must prepare
now or not at all.

How should we prepare?
For many this might be the "crunch" question. The genuine seeker after truth
would seem to derive little help from the religious world. If one was to consult a
dozen of the places of worship to be found on any High Street of any town here one
would receive as many diftering answers. Some might even advise the enquirer
that no preparations at all are required because Jesus "did it all" on the cross.
Where are we to find the answer? How can we be sure? May I suggest to any
enquirer that the only safe guide is the New Testament. The New Testament has
no traditions to maintain and has no vested interest of its own: it contains only
the writings of God's holy Son and His inspired apostles. "To the law and to the
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testimony; if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light
in them" (Is. 8:20).

Few, however, would deny that in preparing to meet God we should endeavour
to be reconciled unto God now. Nor would any deny that we require to be
reconciled to God because our sins have separated us from God, We must
enter into fellowship with God now. We must be reconciled to God now. God sent
His Son into the world to bring us back (reconcile) to God. Indeed God was in
Christ reconciling the world unto Himself (2 Cor. 5:19). In preparing to meet God
we cannot therefore afford to ignore the Saviour, Jesus Christ. The apostle Paul
averred that 'This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners: of whom I am chief." (1 Tim. 1:15). If we

all, like Paul, consider oiirselves to be chief of sinners, we shall do well. If we
believe, like Paul, that Christ came into the world to save sinners (like us) we
shall do even better.

I

Albeit our sins have separated us from God we must be reconciled to Him again,
and we must enter into a fellowship with God. We must also remember always
that God is the potter; we are but the clay — we must, therefore, be reconciled on
God's terms. So many insist on coming to God on their own terms. To enter into
fellowship with God, and remain in it, surely we must obey God, worship God, and
serve God. He that cometh to God must believe that He is God and that He is a

rewarder of them that diligently seek Him (Heb. 11:6). We must therefore
diligently seek God — diligently; as we would for a lost child. In His relationships
with man, God has delegated all authority to Christ, both in heaven and in the
earth and thus we can come to God only through Christ. There is absolutely no
other way; no other schemes; no other systems; whether by good works or
personal sacrifices. "No man cometh to the Father but by Me," said Jesus. With
this God concurred when He said "This is My beloved Son in whom I am well

pleased, hear Ye Him." If we truly hear Jesus we shall hear Hikfinal instructions
to His chosen apostles before He left this world to go to His heavenly Father, "Go
ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved: he that believeth not shall be damned." (Mark
16:15). You and I are the creatures to whom Jesus charged that the gospel be
preached. To be saved, or reconciled, we must believe that gospel and be baptised.
"Baptism" has various meanings today but what Jesus meant by the term was
immersion in water for the remission of our sins (see Acts 2:38 and Acts 8:38).

Obeying the gospel, believing in Jesus Christ, and having our sins washed away
in baptism (Acts 22:16) ensures that we now have that clean sheet with which to
start our lives all over again. In our cleansed condition we are now indeed in a fit
and prepared state to meet our maker. We can now with great confidence make the
journey into eternity when called upon. By reading the exhortations and
teachings of the New Testament we shall remain faithful to God, through Christ,
and if we fall we can always get up again. John reminds us that if any man sins
he has an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous (1st John).
Indeed, John says th&t if we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and
the truth is not in us, but "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins, and to cleartse us from all unrighteousness." Thus we can continue in
a state of ever preparedness to meet God. The same apostle (John) said: "And now
little children, abide in Him, that, when He shall appear, we may have
confidence, and not be ashamed before Him at His coming."
Jesus is also preparing

In being asked to prepare to meet God we should recall that Jesus is also busily
engaged in preparations. Before leaving the earth did Jesus not say, "I go to
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prepare a place for you, and if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again
and receive you unto myself, that where I am there ye may be also" (John 14:1-3)?
And so Jesus is preparing a place for His disciples. But another place is also being
prepared. At the Great Assize, when Jesus will judge mankind, and shall
separate the sheep from the goats, "Then shall He say unto those on his left hand,
depart from Me ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his
angels." Sadly two places are under preparation, indicating that heaven is only
for those who feared God sufficiently to prepare to meet Him — for "the fear of
God is the beginning of wisdom" (Pr. 9:10).
Let us therefore resolve to prepare to meet our God — to obey His Son, serve
and honour Him, worship and adore Him; praise and spread abroad His name. Let
us do it now, knowing that if we fail now there shall be no further opportunities.
"Today, if ye hear His voice, harden not your hearts." If you would be thrilled by
an invitation from your Queen would you spurn an entreaty from your Maker?
EDITOR.

HEAD COVERING OF THE
WOMAN
Introduction

To be free of problems is not necessarily a blessed state. Some churches have no
problems because they are doing practically nothing. They close their eyes to

everything and no one bothers to interfere about what is right and what is wrong.
A congregation dedicated to maintaining the status quo (the existing position)
may boast of having no problems, but it may be spiritually dead or asleep that it
is tragically blind to its real state, e.g. Rev. 3:1, 2, 17. No issue could loom larger
in man's relationship with God than that of divine authority. Man is saved or lost
by his acceptance or rejection of divine authority. That which constitutes divine
authority consists of what God has authorised. What God has authorised for the
most part also implies what He has not authorised.
To go beyond the bounds of God's law is as much flagrant violation of His will as
is a stubborn refusal to comply with it (1 John 3:4). God's law is what (Jod allows,
and when one goes beyond the boundaries described by God's law he is guilty of
transgression. When a person in religion goes beyond the framework and limits of
God's law, he commits that act which is "unscriptural."
"Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica, for they received
the word with all eagerness, examining the scriptures daily to see if these things
were so" (Acts 17:11).

Let us do, as these Jews did, examine the Scriptures to see if, according to
Paul's letter to the Corinthians, that is, 1 Cor. 11:1-16, a woman of the 20th

century is under obligation to cover her head while at worship with the assembly
or if she is not under this obligation. Divine Inspiration says: "Be ye not unwise,
but understanding what the will of the Lord is." (Eph. 5:17). He who closes his
eyes and ears to the truth is unwise.
Some questions that I like to answer, which are brought against the covering of
the woman's head are these: (1) Is the covering of the woman's head that is
mentioned by the inspired Apostle in 1 Cor. 11:1-16 a CUSTOM of the time or a
command from God? (2) Is this covering of the head applicable for the women of
the 20th century or was only for that time, for the women at Corinth? (3) was the
inspired Paul giving instructions to the church at Corinth ONLY or to the
WHOLE body, the CHURCH? These are three questions which constitute the
whole division that exists among the body of Christians today. I believe, that if
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these can be answered "Scripturally" then this problem that is causing much
division among Christians will be solved.

Question Number 1. "Is the covering of the woman's head that is
mentioned by the inspired Apostle in 1 Cor. 11:1-16 a CUSTOM of the time
or a command from God?"

Answer: In 1 Cor. 11:1-16 we find two words that are mentioned by the
inspired Apostle, the first one is mentioned in verse 2, that is, "traditions," and
the second on^ is mentioned in verse 16, that is, "custom."

These two words havethe keytoourunderstanding the answer ofthisquestion.
(1) The Greek word for the word "traditions" that we find in 1 Cor. 11:2 is

"PARADOSIS," which means, "a handling down or on (akin to paradidomi, to
hand over, deliver), denotes a tradition, and hence, by metonymy, (a) the
teachingsofthe Rabbis, interpretations ofthe Law,whichwasthereby made void
in practice,Matt. 15:2,3,6; Mark 7:3,5,8,9,13; Gal. 1:14; Col. 2:8(b) or apostolic
teaching, 1 Cor. 11:2, R.V., "traditions" (A.V. "ordinances"), of instructions
concerning the gatherings of believers (instructions of wider scope than
ordinances in the limited sense); in 2Thess. 2:15, ofChristian doctrine in general,
where the Apostle's use of the word constitutes a denial that what he preached
originated with himself, and a claimforits divineauthority (cp, paralambano, to
receive, 1 Cor. 11:23; 15:3); in 2 Thess. 3:6, it is used of instructions concerning
everyday conduct." (W.E. Vine, An Expository Dictionary of N.T. words, p. 221,
222).

(2) The Greek word for the word "custom" that we find in 1 Cor. 11:16, is,
"SUNETHEIA," sun, with ethos (see No 1), denotes (a) an intercourse, intimacy,
a meaning not found in the N.T.; (b) a custom, customary usage, John 18:39; 1

Cor. 11:16; orforce ofhabit, 1Cor. 8:7, R.V. "being used to" (some mss. he^e have
sunudesis, conscience; whence A.V., "with conscience of," Vine, p. 263).
Now, that we have the original of both words, we can understand better our

difficulty and unlock that which is causing a lot of misunderstanding.
In 1 Cor. 11:2, the inspired Apostle says, "I commend you because you
remember me in everything and maintain the traditions even as I have delivered
them to you." He does not say, "... and maintain the customs even as I have
delivered them to you." I am sure that all agree with this.
In 1 Cor. 11:16, the inspired Apostle says, "If any man seemeth to be

contentious, we have no such custom, neither the churchesof God." Here, too, he
does not say, "If any ..., we have no such traditions."

So, if the word "custom" ofverse 16applies to everything else, surelyit does not
apply for the headcovering mentioned in these verses. Some interpret this verse,
that the word custom refers to women attending to worship unveiled and some
say it refers to being contentious is not a custom with the apostles. Whatever it

refers to it is referring to something new and not to an already established
practice. The inspired Paul hadgiven to them three reasons why women oughtto
cover their heads, not only the three reasons should be sufficient to show them
and us that the head covering is a commandfrom God,but he also showedto them

that the settled andestablished practice, that is, that a woman at worship ought
to have her head covered, andfrom the beginning followed the course outlined by
him, which showed that all the other apostles had established it by rule. My
question here is this: "If the head covering is not one of those traditions that are
mentioned in verse 2 and is a custom, then why it is not mentioned as a "custom"
as we find the word in verse 16?
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Truth is truth and remains exactly what it is without regard as to the number
who accept it or reject it. The important question is: "What does the Bible teach
about it."

The inspired Apostle was commending them for remembering him in
everything and MAINTAINING the TRADITIONS (PARADOSIS) even as I have
delivered them to you." We can interpret this in other words which means the
same thing: "... and maintaining the "instructions concerning the gatherings of
believers (instructions of wider scope than ordinances in the limited sense),
EVEN as I have delivered them to you." Another question that I like to make is
this: "What does the Holy Spirit teach in His word about women attending for
worship with their head uncovered, today? Are we living in the SAME Christian
Age as were those women that were praised by the Holy Spirit for covering their
heads? Is not the account that is written for us in God's Word, written as an

example for all the women of the Christian Age, so that they will know exactly

what is their duty about the head covering?" (I Cor. 11:1-16).

*

In Hebrews 10:25 we find an example which mentions the word "custom"
(ethos) too. "Not forsaking the coming together of (our) selves, as custom with
some (is), but exhorting, and by so much more as ye see drawing near the day."
The Greek word "ethos" means a habit, custom or manner. Question: "What is the
custom mentioned in Heb. 10:25?" Surely it is NOT the "attending" or the

"coming together." It is the "forsaking" of the assembly together. The
"attending" is a command by God but the "forsaking" is a custom that some
were getting as a habit. The custom was not something already established by
God (in this case, "the coming together of ourselves") but something that deviated
from the will of God (in this case, "the forsaking of the assembly together"). The
same applies to the covering of the woman's head. The "custom" mentioned in 1
Cor. 11:16 is not the head covering but the deviation from the God-given order.
So, if the Holy Spirit is NOT referring to the head covering as a "custom," why
we, mere men. refer to it as a "custom"? Is the Holy Spirit commending a custom
in 1 Cor. 11:2 or the traditions delivered? NO ONE can prove from the Bible that
the head covering was a custom of the time but it can be proved that women
attending for worship unveiled was a custom (1 Cor. 11:16).

Question number 2: "Is this covering of the head applicable for the
women of the 20th century or was only for that time, for the women at

Corinth?"
Answer: Verse 5, of 1 Corinthian 11, gives us the answer to this question, it
reads: "But every women that prayeth or prophesieth with her head uncovered
dishonoreth her head..."

If one studies carefully the meaning of this verse he will understand that the
inspired Apostle's stress was not for the women of Corinth only but for all the
women of the Christian Age. Let us see what this verse really says. Here, in this
verse, we have the answer to our question.

The key word here is the word "EVERY." This word is the word that shows if
the head covering of the woman was only for the Corinthian women or not. Look

it up in your dictionary and see its definition. The Odhams Concise English
Dictionary gives this definition: "EVERY-each one, all, each of a number, singly
or one by one." As we can see, this word has some different applications and this

should be of ^eat help to us to understand better if the covering of the woman's
head is or was^ applicable for the women of Corinth only or for ALL the women
throughout the whole Christian Age.
1. EVERY — each one, "heis hekastos." — Acts 2:6, "Every man heard them
speak in his own language."

^
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This shows to us that the word "EVERY" here applies only for those present.

2. EVERY — all, "pas." — Matt. 4:4, "... but by every word that proceedeth out
of the mouth of God." This show to us that all the words of God are important for
the Christian life, not some of them only.
1 Cor. 1:2, "Unto the church of God, which is at Corinth, to them that are
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call
upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours."
Here we have one of the clearest applications about the universality of what we
find written about the head covering. The words 'ALL" and "EVERY" in this

passage of Scripture means the same thing, that is, the ENTIRE church, the
whole body, the ONE BODY, and not a part of it, a congregation in some place,

butthatone church, UNIVE^AL. The same Greek word isused here (PAS) that
is used about the covering of the woman's head, of "EVERY WOMAN" in 1 Cor.
11:5. There must be no doubt about the phrase "EVERY WOMAN" that this

applies for ALL th'e women of the world and not the women of Corinth only,
because if this was so, then we should have the Greek word "HEKASTOS" and
not the Greek word "PAS." (See Vine's Diet., and Young's Analjrtical Cone, to the
Bible).

3. EVERY — each of a number, "hekastos." — 1 Cor. 12:18, "But now hath God
set members every one of them in the body, as it pleased him."
Here, although we find the word "every," this do not have the same meaning as
that of 1 Cor. 11:5, "Every woman..." This is referring to the individual and that
of 1 Cor. 11:5 is referring to the woman in a universal sense (PAS and not
HEKASTOS).

4. EVERY — singly or one by one, "kath hen." — Rom. 12:4-5, "For as we have
many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: So we,
being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another."
Here, we have another clear explanation of the meaning of the word "EVERY"
that we find in 1 Cor. 11:5.

So, from these four meanings of the word "EVERY," we see that: (1) Acts 2:6 —
"EVERY one" (heis hekastos), but not "EVERY woman" (pas, that means, "every
one of the class denoted by the noun connected with it." 'Vine', e.g. Matt. 3:10).
(2) Matt 4:4 — "EVERY" (pas) ALL women, but not "heis hekastos"/ or
"hekastos" or "kath hen."

(3) 1 Cor. 12:18 — "EACH of a number" (hekastos), but not "pas" or "heis
hekastos" or "kath hen."

(4) Rom. 12:4-5 — "EVERY" singly or one by one (kath hen), but not "heis
hekastos" or "pas" or "hekastos."
From this, that we have just read, we see, that the covering of the woman's
head while with the assembly for worhsip is compulsory for ALL (pas) the women
of all ages, the Christian Age. We have also seen, that the covering of the
woman's head is written down in God's word, not as a "CUSTOM" but as one of
the "instructions concerning the gatherings of believers."
An important question that deserves a Scriptural answer is this: "For a woman
to cover her head while with the assembly for worship, is this a "matter of faith"
or not?"

It is our studied and firm conviction that everything we do in religious matters
must be authorised by the word of God. Whatever is done without "chapter or
verse" is not "in the name of the Lord," is not involved in "walking by faith," and
will not please God. We must have Bible authority for all that we do. Everything
which God has revealed, we are to defend as true. We are to surrender no part of it
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whatever, for every part of it is of value to mankind, if not, then it is not written
in God's word. (John 20:30,31). This is given to ALL the saints, once and for ALL.
(Jude 3).

Question: "Who determines which words in the Bible are/are not from
God? WHO?" If one discards a part of the Bible (in our case, 1 Cor. 11:2-16),
does not every other person have the same right to do this too? The
decisions made on the small problems govern subsequent decisions on
larger issues.

Scripture is a seamless garment, and when the threads are unraveled at one
place, soon the entire fabric gives way.

Question: The covering of the woman's head while with the assembly for
worship, is this a part of this garment, from that that the Holy Spirit
revealed in that "faith which was once for all delivered to the saints?" If it

is, then without any difficulty it is our duty to defend it as true. If we
discard the covering of the head of the woman at worship, do not all the
existing denominations have the right to discard whatever part they
want?

We often speak of "necessary inference." The word "necessary" isn't necessary.
If it is an "inference" it is necessary, and if it is not necessary it is not an
inference. There is a vast difference between "inference" and "assumption." Many
things are called inference which are not inferences.
When an action, fact, or teaching is absolutely demanded by the Biblical
information at hand, then that action, fact, or teaching is inference, and this
should be obeyed and done.

Question: Why the covering of the woman's head is "necessary" and
therefore an "inference"? Why?
Answer: First of all, because this is a part of God's revelation, and not man's.

Secondly, because "it is not proper for a woman to pray to God uncovered." (I Cor.
11:13). Third, "because of the angels." (I Cor. 11:10). Fourth, because "ALL the
Apostles and ALL the churches of God recognised no other practice, except that
women ought to cover their heads at worship." (1Cor. 11:16). Fifth, because by the
covering of her head at worship, the woman is showing her place in the Divine
order. (1 Cor. 11:3-5). And sixth, because by this, the woman is showing obedience
to God's Word. (James 2:10).

The New Testament plainly teaches that in order for us to be pleasing to (jrod
we must "walk by faith, not by sight" (2 Cor. 5:7). It likewise declares that faith
comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ (Rom. 10:17). Obviously,
where there is no word there can be no faith. The Bible says, "and without faith it
is impossible to be well-pleasing unto him ..." (Heb. 11:6).

Question: Is the divine order that we find in 1 Cor. 11:3, which is about

the divine order as to headshij) and dominion of the woman, man, Christ,
and God a MATTER OF FAITH? I personally believe it is. Does not verses
4 and 16 (and here one must try to understand perfectly) show HOW that
order should be respected and HOW it may be disregarded?
"It is a basic principle of Biblical hermeneutics (the science of interpretation)
that if and when and to the extent that God does specify the HOW in connection

with the carrying out of any obligation that the HOW becomesjust as binding as
the obligation itself; but if and when and to the extent that (ood does NOT
SPECIFY THE HOW, the manner and method is left to the realm of human

judgement, the realm ofexpediency." (The Spiritual Sword, 1973,Vol. 5, No. 1 p.
24).
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Question: Does God show the HOW in connection with the carrying out
of the obligation (in our case, the head covering), when HE, in HIS WORD
tells us that "it is not proper for a woman to pray to HIM with her head
UNCOVERED? (I Cor. 11:13). HOW that obligation can be honoured and

respected? The answer is simple, "by the covering of the woman's head at
worship with the Christians.

We have clearly the HOW shown to us by God Himself in His Word in
connection with the obligation of the woman toward the divine order as to the

headship a^d dominionofthe woman,man, Christ and God, and as 1have already
said, GOD, and not mere man shows the HOW of how that divine order should be
respected and HOW it can be discarded. (I Cor. 11:4-16).
Where there is no word there can be no faith, and God says, "without faith it is

impossible to be well-pleasing unto him ..." (Heb. 11:6).

Question: Do we have the WORD OF GOD regarding the covering of the
woman's head? Can any one deny that we do not have it? Then, if we have
it, and we DO have it (I Cor. 11:1-16), is this not a MATTER OF FAITH?
I like to end this study by the Apostle Paul's question: "Judge for yourselves: is
it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head uncovered?" (I Cor. 11:13).
The Holy Spirit wrote this question for all the CHRISTIAN AGE, for those who
find themselves in some difficulty about the head covering. Here, one can explain
this verse in this manner: "Now, after explaining why a woman should cover her
head while at worship, after giving to EVERY (pas) woman and to EVERY (pas)
man (verses 4,5) the reasons as far as creation (verses 7-9,12), now that you know
all this, the responsibility is upon you, judge for yourselves, tell me yourselves,
decide yourselves, it is your responsibility because you know all the reasons, "IS

IT PROPER for a woman to pray to (iod with her head uncovered?"
"Judge for yourselves (I Cor. 11:13). Here the inspired Apsotle puts the
question up to the goodjudgment of his readers. Most people who understand the
divine arrangement will gladly agree with it. This is not the only place that we
find this question being put to the inquirers. We find this question being put to
the same church in Corinth. In I Cor. 10:15, Paul laid down the same question,

"Judge for yourselves what I say." Here, the Greek word for the word "judge" is
the same as that in I Cor. 11:13, that is, "krino" which means, according to Vine,

"primarily denotes to separate, select, choose; hence, to determine, and so to
judge, pronounce judgment." (p. 280).
Question: What is there that one has to separate, select, choose,
determine, to judge or to pronounce judgment in these verses of the Letter
to the Corinthians? Does this mean, that because the word "Judge" means

to make a choice, we are at liberty to choose what we think is best for us?

Let us see properly what is the meaning of this word fi-om the context of these
passages, that is, 1 Kor. 10:15; 11:13.
The subject of 1 Kor. 10:15 is about idolatory. Paul says, "I speak as to sensible
men; judge for yourselves what I say." I am sure that no one understands that by
these words we can choose idolatory. I am siu-e that all understand that these
words means that ''now, that we have all that is necessary about what is right and

what is wrong about idolatory, the responsiblity is upon us, and as sensible men
and women properly informed, we must make a good choice, separate that which
is bad from that which is good, decide to walk in the path that we find in God's
word, pronounce judgment on everjrthing that is unscriptural, and pronounce our
obedience to ever3rthing that is inspired by the Holy Spirit.

The subject of 1 Cor. 11:2-16 is the covering of the woman's head while with the
assembly for worship that shows that by this covering, the woman is showing her
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place in the Divine order that we find in verses 3-5. What is the meaning of this
phrase, "Judge for yourselves" that we find in verse 13? Does this mean that the
woman is at liberty to choose whether she covers her head at worship or not?
Certainly not! This means, that as sensible, matured men and women we must
be able to use our minds, our senses that were given to us by Gk)d, we must be
capable of using the minds God have given to us. The inspired Apostle appeals to
us to do so in this matter of idolatory and the head covering. He, by inspiration,
gives us in both cases, concrete facts dealing with the subjects that will help us, as
thinking men and women, to make the right decision. We have a great
responsibility to "JUDGE OURSELVES" by walking in the steps that All the
Apostles and ALL the churches of God walked in. (I Cor. 11:16).
GEORGE EBEJER, 24 TOWER STREET, COSPICUA, MALTA.

GLEANINGS
"Let her glean even among the sheaves" Ruth 2:15
IN THE BANQUETING HOUSE
"He brought me into the banqueting house and His banner over me was love."
The words gather about them many scenes that may well hang as fair tapestries
in the royal chamber. We think of whence He hath fetched us. To some it is from
the horrible pit and miry clay — the dark and noisome dungeon, where tied and
bound by sin we lay condemned and afraid. He hath burst the bars of brass; He
hath broken the fetters of iron; He hath opened the prison door to them that were

bound, and hath brought us into His banqueting chamber. "Bless the Lord, 0 my
soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name. Who forgiveth all thine
iniquities . .. Who crowneth thee with loving kindness."

We see again the picture of Joseph ofold in all the anguish of his grief, as he sits
in the dreary prison. In upon the lonely darkness burst the messengers of
Pharaoh. And in haste they strip from him the course rags, and loose the
prisoner's chains, and anoint him with fragrant oils; they set upon him fair robes
and bring him in haste before the king. And ere the day dawns he stands arrayed
with richest tokens of the king's favour, and invested with authority over all the
land. But nearer, infinitely nearer and dearer than he could ever be to Pharaoh
are we to our Lord and King. Rather is it as when the lowly orphan maiden was
uplifted from her poor home to the favour of the monarch, and in all the
stateliness of queen was set beside him, and he brought her within the
banqueting chamber and stretched forth the golden sceptre, and she was bidden
to ask what she would and it should be hers.

And yet even that is but a poor and empty scene to tell of what He is to us, and
what we are to Him. Another picture sets forth more perfectly the greatness of
this love. It is when Jesus sat at meat in the house of Simon the Pharisee. And at

the door there crept one red-eyed and trembling, from whom all shrank ashamed.
But lo, as Jesus lifted up His face and looked it was all full of pity. Then heedless
of those eyes that stoned her with their indignation she hurried to His side and
fell down at His feet, and sobbed out all her guilt before Him. And with her hair

she wiped the sacred feet that she had bathed with tears, and kissed them
reverently, and broke upon them the precious box of ointment. And lo, His
outstretched hand was laid upon her head, he was her Champion. And beneath
that blessed shelter, and secured thus from her accusers by the shadow of that
blessed Presence, she might well have sung within herself, "He, He brought me
into the banqueting house and His banner over me was love." Mark Guy Pearse.

o
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WE QUOTE — JOHN EDWARDS
"Dr. Parker has an intense and inspiring belief in the importance of preaching;
and in the power of the preacher's great theme — the cross of Christ. A lady is
said to have asked him once, "What is your hobby, Dr. Parker?" And the reply
came instantly, "Preaching." "But I mean in addition to preaching?" "Preaching,
nothing but preaching, everything with me ministers to preaching." In one of his
latest books he has given us his mature opinion as to the great themes of the
preacher. "The apostle Paul has laid down the subjects of his ministry, and I do
not see why I should change them. They are great subjects. They are at once
historical and prophetical. Let me slowly repeat them: Christ died, Christ was
buried, Christ rose again, Christ was seen, Christ was seen in me. This is the true
mordernness. The element of personal experience and testimony is essential to
true preaching. No matter who else has seen Christ, if I have not seen Him myself
I cannot preach Him."
WHEN THE MASTER IS ABSENT

"The importance of watching and waiting, Jesus illustrated by two parables,
the Absent Goodman and the Wise and Foolish Virgins. Both parables depict the
diverse conduct of the professed servants of God during the period of delay. The
effect on some, we are taught, is to make them negligent, they being eye-servants
and fitful workers who need oversight and the stimulus of extraordinary events.

Others, again, are steady, equal, habitually faithful, working as well when the
master is absent as when they are under his eye."
THE AGONY IN GETHSEMANE

"There is something in an olive-garden, on a hill-side, which makes it most
suitable for prayer and meditation. The shade is solemn, the terraces divide
better than distance, the ground is suitable for kneeling upon, and the
surroundings are all in accord with holy thoughts. I can hardly tell why it is, but

often as I have sat in an olive-garden, I have never been without the sense that i£
was the place and the hour of prayer.

C. H. Spurgeon. Selected by Leonard Morgan.

Conducted by
Alf Mai-sden

"In 1 Cor. 7:20-22 it is indicated that men should abide in the same state

as at their calling (or baptism). If a man comes as a soldier should he not
thereafter leave the army? Did not Jesus tell soldiers simply to be satisfied

with their wages? If a di^^rced person comes (who has perhaps married
again and has children of this marriage) do they have to renounce their
present spouse and children before being fit (repentant) for baptism? Your
comments would be appreciated."

When attempting to answer questions like this one I always try to visualise
what my reaction would be as an Elder of the Albert St. assembly if we were
confronted with the same problems. Obviously, in a live situation we would have
to come up with a satisfactory answer which the commimity of Christians here

124

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

feel they could accept. It is equally certain that leaders of other assemblies might
come up with a different interpretation and hence form a different judgment. But
nothing is decided in isolation. When a judge in a court of law examines a case he
usually refers himself to what the law says, and then he seeks any judicial
precedent which may have been set in similar cases. Well, we as Christians refer
ourselves to the Bible, and we seek any judicial precedent which may have been
set, even if that was in the apostolic era.
The Context of 1 Cor. 7

The main thrust of this part of Paul's letter seems to be concerned with the
maintenance of the status quo. Evidently the Corinthian Christians had written
to Paul and had posed certain questions to him:
(i) Is it right to remain single?
(ii) Is it right to marry?
(iii) Is it right to remain unmarried (widows)?
(iv) Should we put away our partners when we become Christians?
(v) What should I do being a virgin?
(vi) Is it right to give away a daughter in marriage?
Paul answers these questions having two predominant thoughts in mind,

namely, the 'shortened time' (v29), and the 'present distress' (v26). We must also
be crystal clear in our minds as to what Paul means when he says, "To the
married I give this command (not I, but the Lord)", and when he uses the
expression, "To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord)", that he is in no wise saying
that his judgment is in any way a mere reflection of his own opinion; at the very
end of the chapter he says, "And I think also that I have the Spirit of God." He
simply means that the Lord hadn't commented on some of the questions which he,
Paul, was now being asked, but his replies are nonetheless inspired of God.
In a brief resume of the context we can only pick out the most important parts of
Paul's teaching, but it is important that we do so. He does not say that celibacy is
right, only that it is good; nor is marriage wrong; it is better to marry than to burn
with passion. The believing wife is not at liberty to leave her unbelieving
husband and vice versa, otherwise the children would be unclean, i.e., not the

product of a right relationship. We ought to understand here that when Paul talks
about the unbelieving partner being sanctified by the believing partner he is not
teaching that the unbeliever is in any way to look upon this as a saving
relationship, far from it. If, however the unbelieving partner wants to leave, then
let him (or her) go. The slave is not to leave his master, but if he can gain his
freedom, then he is at liberty to take it. The Christian widow may remarry, but
only 'in the Lord.' The man who allows his daughter to marry does right, but the
man who does not allow her to marry does even better.
It seems to me that what the Apostle is indicating is that each individual case
ought to be judged relative to the situation obtaining at the particular time.
Amidst all of this teaching and, I believe, in order to avoid chaos and confusion
from reigning in the Church, Paul had to say, "Each one should remain in the
situation which he was in when (Jod called him" (through the Gospel, of course).
However, a close examination of the text will reveal to us that Paul made
allowance for the situation to change if the conditions were right for it to do so,
e.g., if the master chose to release the slave then the situation could change from
slave to freedman; if the unbelieving partner chose to leave the believing
partner then even though that situation would change the result would still

be right. There is not the slightest doubt in my mind that Paul and others
expected the quick return of the Lord; the 'time is short,' he said, and we must ask
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ourselves the question, "Would we, expecting some cataclysmic event which
would transport us in the immediate future from earth to heaven, make
far-reaching plans for the future"? I guess not. In addition to that, there is what
Paul terms 'the present crisis;' he does not say what it is and it is idle for us to
speculate on it, but it must have had a marked influence on his thinking.
Specific Answers.
The questioner asks specific questions one of which is this, "If a man comes (to
Christ) as a soldier should he not thereafter leave the army?" Luke records that

soldiers came to John the Baptist (not Jesus) and asked, "And what shall WE do?
And he said unto them. Do violence to no man, neither accuse any falsely; and be
content with your wages" (Luke 3:14). I think the answer lies in what John said,
"And do no violence to no man." The soldier who becomes a Christian might ask of
himself, "Well how can I do violence to no man in time of war when I am
commanded to kill"? The answer is self-evident; he cannot do violence as a
Christian, and must not. However, it is not easy to get out of the army if one has

entered it for a fixed period of time. As a Christian he cannot desert because this
would mean breaking the law; nor can he flagrantly disobey orders. There seems
to be only one sensible way to approach this problem. On becoming a Christian he
should present his case as a matter of conscience in his new situation and with the
backing of the Church seek to present an unanswerable case for release.
Obviously, the military situation obtaining in his particular country would
influence whatever decision was reached, and if his request was refused then a
new situation would exist which he would have to tackle relative to the

parameters of that situation. To my mind one thing is clear; in seeking to be a
Christian we must at all times and in all circumstances act like a Christian,

As to the second question concerning the renunciation of spouse and children

when one becomes a Christian,there must be several variations ofthi^ question
which are not explicit but which are certainly implied. For instance, was the
divorced person a Christian before the remarriage? Were they both nonChristians? Was the unbelieving partner being obstructive and oppressive?
If one was a Christian before re-marriage then the teaching of Paul should have

been applied, i.e., "A woman is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her
husband dies, she is free to marry anyone she wishes, but he must belong to the
Lord" (v39 N.I.V.).

The same would obviously be true in reverse. If, however, they were both
non-Christians, the Church would have had no say in the original union, whether
a previously divorced person was involved or not. The new situation, i.e. when one
becomes a Christian, would seem to fall within the confines of the teaching given
by Paul in 1 Cor. 7; there would be a mixed marriage. In those circumstances the
teaching of Paul is unmistakeable. The believing partner is not at liberty to leave
the unbelieving partner, but if the unbelieving partner wants to leave then the
other should let him (or her) go.
In matters of this kind, which are usually very emotive, my counsel would be,

'Search the Word deeply to see what it teaches, but when applying it use love and
prayer, compassion and understanding, realising at all times that black and
white 'off the cuff answers can wreak havoc in the Church and probably in the

surrounding community. "An interesting point which intrigues me in this
complex question of divorce and re-marriage is that Jesus seemed to leave a
loophole (Matt. 19:9) which Paul doesn't. Jesus seemed to imply that the 'putting
away' because of fornication by the guilty party would exclude the sin of adultery
at re-marriage.

As regards the renunciation of family before immersion into Christ, then this
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would be tantamount to saying that the union had been unholy and that the
children of this union were illigitmate. In any case who would be the Solomon
who would decide that the neophyte had made a complete renunciation of the
world prior to immersion into Christ? This particular path is strewn with too
many obstacles. No, let them come to Christ, and then resolve any problems
which may occur.

(All questions please to Alf Marsden, 377 Billinge Road, Hayfield, Wigan,
Lanes.).

and a priesthood.

SCRIPTURE
READINGS
SEPTEMBER 1982

5 Psalm 119, 33-48
121 Kings 2, 1-12
19 Ezek. 33, 1-20
26 Ezek. 33,21-33

II Tim. 3
II Tim. 4
Titus 1
Titus 2

What a prospect!
We had occasion before to draw atten

tion to "That dreadful catalogue" of
evil things (P.91 S.S.) and here we are
given a list of evil-doers to be expected
by Timothy "in the last times." It
seems he will meet some of them for he

is instructed "to turn away from them"
(3, 5). Our profane history records
them as being present in the days of
heathen ascendancy into which the
gospel was then entering. A most asto
nishing change was beginning in hu
man society. It came with appalling

While the reformation broke down

the worst of the hypocritical powers, it
set up imitations of it in differing forms
and teachings. The big business of
"pardons" was in large measure re
placed by honest efforts to bring the
practical works of enlightenment and
relief to the masses by making it
possible for the ploughboy to know the
Bible as well as the Pope (so well
expressed by that hero of the reforma
tion, Tyndale).
Christianity bids up absolutely to
turn away from all wickedness, not just
in action but in thought. It is a life-long
struggle to "seek the things which are
above where Christ is, seated at the
right hand of God" (Col. 3, 1). How
many of us can say that evil thoughts,
worldly ambitions, unkindness, pride
and even covetousness do not at times

occupy our minds? "The things of earth

have filled our thought and trifles of
the passing hour."

results for those who embraced its

What a contrast!

teaching as witness the records of
martyrdom over the years to and even

But (3, 10) Timothy had not just
heard the teaching of the gospel, he
had seen it in a holy life devoted to the
following of God's example in a human
form. Jesus, our Saviour, was being
exhibited in the changed lives of Christ
ians. The list of different phases of the

after 300 A.D.

The might of an empire ruled by
tyrants and administered largely by
the very characters named here in our
list, waged war against the church in
its infancy, but utterly failed to exting
uish faith in Christ's resurrection, and

humble but persistent practice of His
teachings. We have to grant that His
teachings became mixed with wordly
philosophy and fulfilled the description
"having a form of godliness but denied
the power thereof" This however, was
a later development when it actually
became popular to make a show of it in
offices, forms of worship, ceremonies

new kind of life is here. Is it manifest
in us now because if it is not we are

failing in our profession of the faith
once and for all delivered? Do we

exhibit "doctrine, manner of life, pur
pose, faith, long suffering, love,
perseverence"? This was the challenge
which Timothy was facing. He was
seeing the results also upon his leader,
now in prison awaiting flirther trial —
a trial which undoubtedly brought
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death in a hideous form. Some profes
sing Christians are suffering now the
persecution which ingenuity of godless
rulers is permitting, if not fostering
while professing to allow "liberty of
religion," Marxist-Leninist philosophy
applied in some parts of the earth. One
cannot help wondering whether the
return to loose morals and unscrupu
lous dictatorship in the name of "free
dom fighters," etc., is a continued ful

filment of our readings.
But we can learn with Timothy the
fulfilment of the work of the Holy
Spirit in godly living. "The beauty of
holiness" shines through humble sub
mission to Christ, and continued

preaching AND practice of good works,
watchful against everything false and
hypocritical, "the form of godliness and
denying the power." We have to face
the ridicule and contempt of the world
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expression). Some had only partially
appreciated the greatness of the grace
of God (Titus 2, 11). Perhaps they
thought outward obedience could satis

fy divine justice. Whereas nothing but
the blood of Jesus can do that anyway,
and Titus had fully conformed to that
by faith and obedience. So circumci

sion, however, beneficial that might be
to the flesh, could make no difference
in the sight of God and the conditions of

the gospel message. He was a true son
of the ageing apostle, and it will do us
good to look at the titles he won from

his master: brother (II Cor. 2, 13),
partner and fellow-worker (II Cor. 8,
23), equal in spirit (II Cor. 12, 18).
He was indeed a tireless worker in

the special work of uniting Jew and
Gentile in one body by his part, a very
prominent part, in the collection for the
"poor saints" in Judaea. Their material

if we are faithful to the commands and

wants were as much his concern as the

example of our Saviour. They said "If

apostle's, and he was utterly trustwor
thy. Hence came the heavy and re

you are the Son of God come down from

the cross and prove it."
He had already proved it by the life
He had lived. That is how we must
prove it.

"The fruit of the spirit is love, joy,
peace, long suffering, kindness, good
ness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-con
trol" (Gal. 5, 22, 23).

We can get a very good knowledge of
the scriptures, but do we produce this
^ most wonderful and beautiful fhait?
The church of Christ must shine with

the beauty of its individual members.
"Lord be merciful to me, a sinner!"
TT ^
Titus

He first meets us in Acts 15, 2 as an

unnamed member of the deputation
from Antioch (in Syria). We learn this
from Gal. 1, 2. He was one of those
Gentiles who had heard the word of

God preached and practised by fugi
tives from the persecution in Judaea.
So effective had this been that here the
name CHRISTIAN was attached to
them — what an honour!!

For the fact that the gospel was for
all the world, was under dispute in the
"Mother Church" (if we dare use the

sponsible service in the churches. It
appears that Paul had laboured suc
cessfully in Crete so that churches had

formed in several places, and the duty
of appointing suitable men as bishops
in them fell to Titus. His task was

made diHlcult as always by the ra^ of
development of christ-like members in
those early days, out of those who
initially accepted the gospel.

It is clear that some were already
making merchandise, earning an easy
living, by use of the word of truth (Titus
1, 10-15). In a community where educa

tion was unknown except among the
elite (a microscopic minority in Crete)
how easy it might be to get money by
misuse of the law and playing upon
superstition as illustrated by the case
of Sceva (Acts 19, 14).
Titus would need a high degree of
tact and spiritual wisdom to deal with
offenders. The term "slow bellies" is

"gluttons" in modem language, but it
appears that an evil reputation had
been earned by the folk among whom
Titus was working. He needed to re
buke them sharply and the bishop
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itltijS^^ tl^^iwill take some time to

must be capable of this by purity of life
and "not greedy for money" — a Cretan
weakness but, alas very common. How

fioaiwe ^el^ QBybne proposing tocome

essential was the highest standard of
character required for watching over
the smallest community of Christians

C: i^E'S^iild firU check with brother
Jc in Cols&i^itel. -no. Tranent 612445.

to provide for increase and develop

NEWS FROM
THE CHURCHES

fror^—ff* difet^hce to visit the Tranent

ment. The last glimpse we get of Titus
indicates he was with Paul in Rome,

leaving for Dalmatia doubtless on a
work as Paul's representative.
Personal service

The letter concludes with instruc

tions relating to four other workers.
Messengers are to come from Paul,
Artemas and Tychicus, to enable Titus
to join him at Nicopilis for thw winter.
We do not know what further journey
Paul had in view, but it seems he was
arrested and taken to prison in Rome,

and Titus joined him or found him
there before the final trial.
The conclusion of the letter to

Timothy which we safely conclude was
later gives news of closer service by
Luke and calls for more urgent associa
tion.

Newtoo^i^nge, Scotland: The
annual summer picnic of the church
here took place on Saturday 19th June.
Once again the destination was the
beautiful village of West Linton, Peebleshire. A number of brethren, in ex

cess of forty, gathered for a day of
fellowship and enjoyment. In the after
noon, after tea, games were held to the

pleasure of young and old alike. A good
day was had by all.
A. P. Sharp, Secretary.
Zambia: Chester Woodhall made a

pioneer missionary journey for the
churches of Christ to the island of
Reunion (in the Indian Ocean) which is

French-speaking. Discussions were

R. B. Scott.

held with various interested parties

PLEASE NOTE

The Church Meeting House at Tranent is under threat of Compulsory

throughout the island. Reunion is pre
dominantly Roman Catholic. Further
information is obtainable from Chester

Purchase by the local council for pur

Woodhall, Church of Christ, P.O. Box

poses of environmental development.

22297, Kitwe, Zambia.
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