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MAKE IT HAPPEN
RECENTLY at the Mutual Benefit Meeting (held regularly by tlie churches in the Slamannan
district of Scotland) the question was discussed '>Are the churches of Christ Languishing"
and it may well be that they are - they certainly seem to be dragging their heels. The subject
is extremely important and worthy of a wider consideration especially if someone can come
up with an accurate account of the causes and a practical and sensible list of suggestions for
remedy. Apart from the fact that the churches may be going the wrong way about making
the gospel known (i.e. placing an emphasis on gospel meetings instead of a more concerted
effort on personal work and 'cottage-type' meetings) - apart from that issue, I suppose the truth
is that individual members of the church could do more. One of the clear weaknesses of

mutual ministry is not in the fact that mutual ministry is not scriptural or not effective, but
that we do not fully practice it. Too often the bulk of the workload is left to the few and so
the congregations just 'tick-over' but do not move ,forward on all cylinders. Imagine if you
will the fantastic transformation which would overtake the churches if each member was

working 'all out' for the furtherance of the gospel and the saving of souls. The sad truth is that

a few are willing to work and the rest are often willing to let them. The blame for lack of
progress is then blamed on 'Mutual Ministry' when in fact mutual ministry, as a system, caimot
be improved upon. If everyone is doing their utmost in the Lord's work - then such a situation
cannot be improved upon.
If these remarks are logically and scripturally sound, and I believe that they are, and
progress is not forthcoming then it follows (1) that all members are not giving of their utmost
and best; and (2) is all are giving of their best then their efforts are misdirected i.e. not being used

to the best advantage. Perhaps a bit of both applies to the churches today. Firstly, it is obviously
true to say that we are not all pulling our weight, and even those of the congregations who think
that they are pulling their weight could do even better if they tried a little harder. Secondly, it

ma}^ well be that we do not harness the available manpower / womanpower to the best
adv9^ge i.e. by holding public gospel meetings sparsely attended by the public (and some
time^, to our shame, sparsely attended by church members). Perhaps we should, as churches,
have a re-appraisal of our methods of preaching the gospel and have a conference together about

it.'v^ome might say that we have talked toomuch about it already and we should now bedoing
something. Certainly the Mormons and Jehovah Witnesses seem to have found better methods.
Enthusiasm is something which catches on to others, they say, but so does depression
and lack of activity in the churches has, I believe, a (lepressive effect, eventually upon even
the most enthusiastic members. We quite often hear some members say that the church isn't
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doing enough. It has been suggested that when members say thaf, they are really reflecting
their own position, i.e. that they personally are not doing enougli. Nevertheless it may well
betruethat many congregations arenot doing enough - or indeed doing nothing at all. When this"
situation occurs one can only suggest to those who think too little is being done, that they
themselves takes active steps to alter the picture. Indeed many members look to others for a

lead, and when thatlead does notseem to be forthcoming they relapse into a state ofinactivity
and even resentment. Such unproductive frustration could be overcome by such members
themselves giving a lead. This is particularly true when young members look for a leadfrom tlie
older members. When that lead is not present they feel tliat they ought not to intrude with
their suggestions for activity. Thus frustrations and depressions build up to the detriement of

thespiritual wellbeing and progress of thecongregation. Perhaps this traditional notion amongst
the congreptions, that the pace should be set by a few of the older members, is the most
damaging of all to the cause of Christ. Members should not wait on others to show the way
but should show the way themselves, and should themselves take the initiative, Isuggest this,
always within the context of things being done decently and in order, of course, and am not
advocating a chaotic situation with everyone 'doing their own thing'.
Where churches have properly qualified and ordained elders then members must be sub

ject to those elders, and in any case, churches with elders will be those not likely to experience
the frustrations previously mentioned, but generally will be thriving and vigorous. Nevertheless
within the confines consistent with decency and order, members should not always be
waiting for someone to show the way but should show others the way. In thisway enthusiasm
will surely be engendered and others warned into activity. Tliose who lead will thus be en

couraged to seek ways to sustain and harness the new-found energy and progress will begin.
Nothing is more depressing than for all the work and enthusiasm to be expected from one or
two members. To those dis-satisfied with progress, the remedy is for them to demonstrate that

if progress is to depend upon them they will not fail it. To those who feel that nothing is
happening - let them get busy and make it happen.

We are, far too often, conscious of the lack of activity on the part of others and forget
to examine our own contribution. Nothing succeeds like success and until all members of the

Lord's body strain every muscle and sinew to achieve success - we don't deserve it. To get the
churches in general moving again each member must surely begin with himself (orherselO. God
helps those who help themselves but even God cannot bless our efforts if we don't make any.
Progress, or the lack of it, is something whicli depend, quite definitely, on the attitudes and
efforts of each single one of us. We can make it happen, if we really want to. EDITOR.

THE TREASURER'S REPORT
THE balance shows that we have sufficient funds to cover our costs through 1978. However,
u more detailed examination of our expected income and costs for this year show that we need
to increase the subscription rate from June to j:2.00 for the U.K. with suitable increases in the

overseas rate as necessary. The increase is essential to secure the future from constant appeals
lor financial help. We hope we shall continue to have your support.
Several brethren have shown interest in the circulation figures and so we print them below
lor your information. Please help us increase these as far as you are able.

Mnally, ifyou have any problem with non-delivery or short delivery of your Scripture
Standard please contact meand not the printer as I have all spare copies.
iji;(i:MBi:in977

j.k.knkller

Africa 4.1; Australia and New Zealand 14; England 292; Scotland 180; U.S.A. and'Canada 45;
I'.lsewliere 3. Approximately 35 of these are «t:nl free of charne, mainly lo Africa.
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ASK
^Could we with ink the ocean fill.
And were the sky of parchment made.
Were every blade of grass a quill.

And every man a scribe by trade;
To write the love of God would drain the ocean dry.
Nor could the scroll contain the whole,

Through stretched from sky to sky".

"Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the power that worketh in us" Ephesians 3:20.
ASK ...WHAT DO I ASK?... "The Lord direct your hearts into thelove of God" 2 Thess. 3:5.
The Love of God. Once again the Word of God speaks to my soul by way of admonition:-

"Draw notnigh hither: put offthy shoes from offthy feet, for the place whereon thou standest
is holy ground" Exodus 3:5. I marvel at my audacity in daring ta write on this theme "the
love of God". Well known preachers have, and no doubt with profit, blazed forth themessage.
Millions of words have been spoken and written, yet, they have not, and never will, exhaastall
that could or should be said, on this great subject. I would like to draw your attention to a

word used by the Apostie Paul, in his 2nd letter to thebrethren at Corinth chapter 9 verse 15,
a word that I desire to borrow, and use in relation to our meditation on "the love of God'\
In the Authorized Version theverse reads: "Thanks be unto God forhisUNSPEAKABLE gift .
In the Revised Standard Version the sentence reads: "Thanks be to God for his INEXPRES
SIBLE gift".

In the New English Bible the words are: "Thanks be toGod for his GIFT BEYOND WORDS!
In the Englishman's Greek New Testament it reads: "Now thanks toGod for his INDESCRIB
ABLE free gift.

This mighty man of God truly amazes me, his language issruely out of this world, these
wonderful words are given to us by the Holy Spirit, working though this slave of Christ.
I am astounded ... Lost in wonder ... Spell-bound ... surprised. The Apostle of course was

thanking God, for the gift of Jesus, and he said, of thefree gift, it was INDESCRIBABLE, will
you forgive me if I use this wordalso to describe - "the loveof God". Strangeisn't it - trying
to describe - the indescribable.
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May I at this point ask you a question? Wliat word would you choose to describe the

love of God? Wonderful! Marvellous! Excellent! Perfect! Glorious! Magnificent! Splendid!
Peerless! Matchless! Priceless! Precious! Everlasting! Eternal! All very good, but words that
still fall short to show fully the love of God, so we will borrow this word iisevl l-y the Apostle
Paul

"INDESCRIBABLE".

INDESCRIBABLE - INDEFINABLE - BEYOND EXPRESSION.

May 1 draw your attention once more to Paul's wonderful prayer for the brethren at

Ephesus, I am quoting from the Revised Standard Version;- "For this reason I bow my
knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, that
according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with might through
his Spirit in the inner man, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you,
being rooted and grounded in love, may have the power to comprehend with all the saints
what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ which

SURPASSES KNOWLEDGE, that you may be filled with all the fulness of God. Eph. 3:14-19.
If words mean anything at all, these words tell us that the.love of Christ, is beyond all knowledge
and all thought, and I suggest that also applies to the love of God. That does not mean of course
that we cannot describe the love of God, or that we cannot seek to know our Lord J-sus Christ

better we must yearn, search, seek, find, and knowsomething of that love, so "that wemaybe
filled with all the fulness of God".

ASK ... WHAT DO I ASK? ... "The Lord direct your hearts into the love fo God".
Shall we now take a few examples, to show how difficult it is to describe - the indescrib

able, and perhaps more so when dealing with the love of God, Howwouldyou describe to my
brother in Christ, Carlton Melling, who is blind, his lovely little grand-daughter, her beauty,
smile, and her cute little ways?

How would you describe colours to those who unfortunately have been bom blind. Tlie red's,
pink's, yellow's, white's etc.?

How would you describe the working's of God's cultivation of the soil? I look out in the winter
time to view my Rose Garden. It certainly is bleak and bare, and as far as one can see the trees

are lifeless. Then in the Summer Time a transformation, glorious colours, some magnificent
flowers. Can you describe what happens?
How would you describe the working of the human brain? A marvellous internal-communication

system. A sort of telephone. A recording of intelligence, memory, idea's, thought,actions. How
about using the word "Indescribable"?

How would you describe to me pain ... topth-ache, ear-ache, stomach-ache?

We find it difficult to describe beauty, colours, God's cultivation of the soil, the human brain,
and pain, yet, I have the audacity to try to describe to you "the love of God". What a task! What

a mountaintoclimb! Hewas a wise man whosaid: "All things I thought I knew;but now confess
The more I know 1know I know the less". May the Lord bless.the effortsof all His people who
try by lip or life, to glean from Hispreciousword, a few of those "unsearchable riches of Christ",
that are available for His children;

ASK ... WHAT DO I ASK? ... "Tlie Lord direct your hearts into the love of God".

The Apostle John in his 1st Epistle Chapter 4: verse 8 said:- "He that loveth not

knoweth not God; for God islove". In the words of Job 23:3 can we say "Oh, that I knew where
I might find him!"

We can find llim

in Christ. The Word of God teaches that no man

.hath seen God at any lime; yet by the eye of faith, wecan, if wearc His children,seesomeone
whom tlic world cannot see, for like Moses we can sec one who is invisible. "He endured, as
seeing him who is invisible" Hebrews 11:27. "God is love", how was this fact to be made

known to a sinful world? "And tlie Word was made llesh, and dwell among' us, (and we
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only bcgolten of the l ather), full of grace and truth".
John 1:14.
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"And witliout controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the
flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels preached, unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world,
received up into glory" 1 Timothy 3:16.
"To wit, that God was in Qirist, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their
trespasses unto them: and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation" 2 Corinthians 5:19.
So like Mary, we need to sit at tlie feet of our Lord Jesus, to learn from Him, that the

greatest thing in the world is "the love of God", and we can find that love demonstrated through
the life and death, of the Son of tlie living God. That love cannot be measured, "As far as the
east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us" Psalm 103:12.
In the year 1975 we had a glorious holiday in Scotland, and shared fellowship with
brethren at Buckie, Brother and Sister Bill Mair, very kindly allowed us to share their home in
Portknockie. One morning I took a walk in the village and found myself surveying the vastness
of the sea from an old railway bridge. I looked from left to right and saw what seemed to me to
be miles and miles of God's handiwork, and there came to my mind the chorus:"Wide, wide as the ocean, High as t!ie heaven above.

Deep deep as the deepest sea is my Saviour's love,
I though so unworthy, still am a child of His care.
For His love teaches me that His love reaches me everywhere".

ASK ... WHAT DO I ASK? ... "The Lord direct your hearts into the Love of God".

May the Lord's richest blessing be your portion. LEONARD MORGAN

P. S. God willing I hope to continue with our theme "the love of God", next month.

"USED OF GOD
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THE greatest aim of any Christian should be to be used of God. To experience this wonderful
happening, man needs to be diligent, patient and humble. Three simple attributes, but sadly
lacking in many of us. God in His plans, has used people througliout the ages to do His work.
God's chosen vessels all had these same characteristics and we must cultivate them too in our
endeavours for God

Are we, as Christians of this age, diligent in all matters? Do we have a patient and humble
attitude in our work for God? If not, we cannot really expect to be of much service to God.
Shall we note:-

(A)

Themanor woman God usesis the personwhohasbut one greatdesire or purposein life.

A divided heart can never accomplish complete satisfaction. A man of many interests
will seldom make a success of any - this is a known fact. If one is to succeed in business,

greater time must be given to it. It is the same with anything. Diligence the keyword. The
apostle Paul exclaimed, "This one thing I do" this was the secret of his success. His sole
purpose in life was to make known the gospel of Christ. He worked at it day and night; dUigent
in all matters. Are we diligent in God's busmess?
(B)

The man or woman God uses is he nr she who has placed himself or herself at God's disposal.

Are we available to Christ - not just on the "Lord's Day" but all the time; anytime? Tlie
disciples of old were always on hand. They were used of God, because they allowed God to

use them. Say, "No" to selfinterest for a while, and say "Yes" to Christ. Say. "Here am 1
Lord, use me, use me" in a humble way and see what happens.

(C)

The person God uses is the person who has learned to prevail in prayer.
Most men used of God in bible history have been miglity in prayer. Tliey prayed with
patience, humility and reverence; prayers from the heart. We maybe clever, gifted, and capable

for the service of God, but if we have not learned to be instant and constant in prayer we
cannot look for God to bless our labours. All will be in vain.

so
(D)
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The person God uses is the person who is a student of the word.

Brethren, God's word is our armoury. It is the sword of the Spirit. Wield it aright and win
battles for the Lord. Can we handle it aright? Are we diligent students of the word? Ifnot.wc
shall strive in vain. Our approach to it should be with humble heart but we must search the
scriptures diligently and often.

(E)

The person God uses is the person who works in and through the Holy Spirit.

Brethren, let us place ourself at God's disposal and give to Him our talents and time. Let
the Spirit work and flow through us. Quench not the Spirit but give Him free course in our
lives for the spirit militates against our human desires, and must prevail.
Let each one of us place ourselves fully at the disposal of our God - let us each add our

weight to the glorious ministry of our Lord, showing all diligence, patience and true humility of
mind. Let God use you.

ANDREW P. SHARP. Newtongrange.

CoiKluclcd by
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THERE seems to be an increasing number of personal problems for Christians these days.
Should tlie Christian be better equipped to deal with them tlian other people are?

THIS is an interesting question. It is a fact that God has never said that His children would be
immune from personal problems; nor has He said that these problems would be less severe than
those suffered by other people. What He has said is that His children can call on resources which
are denied those who do not have close communion with Him. Whether or not individual

Christians avail themselves of these resources, or whether or not they are willing to do so, even

allowing that they know that they exist is a matter of some conjecture. But if equipment is
available to Christians for their use, then their failure to use it will be a measure of how well they
cope with their personal problems.
The Nature of Personal Problems

For some years now, whether we realise it or not, we have been living our lives under

increasing pressures. Tliese pressures have increased because of such things as insecurity of
employment, financial downgrading, family relationships, inter-personal relationships other than
family. Our young Christians are finding it increasingly difficult to live with the social cynicism
which they encounter each day, and when we add to this the moral bankruptcy which seems to

be afflicting many people, we can understand what sort of pressures tliey are under if they
are to adhere to their Christian principles. The problems are being compounded because they

are now appearing in the church where the application of the criteria for their resolution are so
different from that which the world would apply.

So far as the individual is concerned we must analyse this question, from the relative

standpoints of'output'and 'input',touse alittle technical jargon. How many times have we heard"
people say. "I'm just about drained", or "I've put up with it so long, but I can't put up with it

any longer", or, "He blew his top"? These expressions, if they mean' anytliing, mean that the
emotional experience of the individual has left him/her exhausted of energy; nervous energy,!
think we can call it. It is the sort of feeling that one has when leaving an examination room,
or after a particularly harrowing interview; you know, that 'limp' feeling. This extreme out put
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of nervous energy will leave the individual in a very vulnerable state, and he will react to various
stimuli, some bad, some good. What is clearis that the individual willneed some'input' so that
the responses to stimuli can be controlled, because it is becoming apparent that when a person
through trying to deal with a pressing problem, feels himself to be 'drained' and 'empty', then
that person will be in a state where there is a predisposition to both physical and mental illness.

So what sort of problems cause this state, and how are we to get the 'input' that willkeep us
stable?

Tlie Problem of Readjustment
A man named Professor Holmes listed a number of life events and relative to these

devised what he called a Social Readjustment Rating Scale. It is not my intention to list all the
life events which he listed, but just to illustrate how much or how little socialreadjustment is
necessary, I will give a few from each end of the scale with their ratings.
At the top end of the scale are, death of spouse (100), divorce (73), marital separation
(&S), death of close family member (63), personal injury or illness (53). At the other end of the
scale are, change in sleeping habits (16), change in number of family get-togethers (15), change
in eating habits (15), holidays(13), minor violations of the law (11). It is quite evident that the
life events at the top of the scale are the ones that 'drain' a person of nervous energy, thus

necessitating an input to compensate for the loss: they are alsovery difficultfrom the point of
view of readjustment socially. The ones at the bottom are relatively unimportant and do not
call for any serious readjustment.

Tow^ds Stability

The person who has ** cope alone with the high value readjustment life events isahnost
inevitably doomed to failu.. i'his is supported by the statistical evidence of the number of
people on tranquillisers, and the number who seek help from certain organisations. In my
Samaritan experience I have talked with many such, and the problems which a person would
normally take in his stride seem almost insurmountable to them. These are people who have
lost loved ones and are now left alone to contend with a seemingly hostile world; wives who

suffer gross and indecent cruelty from husbands who have long since ceased to care; children
who are baffled andbemused by the break-up of the family unit; lonely people (the high-rise
flats have made for a low-level community spirit). Most of these are 'drained' of real life;

where do they get their input? Obviously they lookfor something of themoment, something
ephemeral, transitory, the accoutrements of our age. The aspirin bottle and the gas tap always
seem to beckon to such.

This should not be so with the Christian. Many of the problems will be no less severe

to him, but he has resources which are denied the person who has never found God. Tlie God
whom the Christian worships is the infinite, eternal source of power. The bitteranguish of the
Christian parents who have lost a child is eased a little when they think of God, "For God so
loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son", and they know that they have a Father
who shares their deepest anguish. The Christian who has losta wife or husband will still have to
endure the dreary, unsolicited hours of loneliness, but they will be able to think of a loving
Saviour who suffered alone the excruciating agony of the cross. Christians who have suffered

marital separation will still have to claw their way out of the abyss of despair, but surely to
realise that Christ was separated from the glories of heaven to tabernacle with and to die for
sinful flesh will ease thedespair a little. Tlie words of that grand apostle ring down to us through
the ages, "Yea doubtless, and I count all things butloss for the excellency of tiie knowledge of
airist Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do coi.nt them but

dung, that I may win Christ
Tliat I may know him, and the power ofhis resurrection, and
the fellowship of his suffering, being made conformable unto his death" Philippians 3:8-10).
I sometimes wonder how much we'Christians have neglected, or down-graded the real

value of Christian fellowship. It is an extension of that divine lellowship that we have with
Christ and God. How many burdens have been eased, and how many more could be eased
because of the fellowship of the saints? To the saints with problems, the fellowship can be a
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unique means of input. It can supply a pool at which the thirst for sustenance can be quenched;
it can supply a valuable source of power; it can give the energy for life. With all its co-called
faults and inconsistencies, the Christian community is still the body of Christ, a people for
God's possession, a loving and a caring community at heart. And why shouldn't it be; Oirist
died for it. In time of need, isn't it grand if there is someone you can turn to; someone who
will care about you because Christ cared for him? If the fellowship can survive, then in spite of
the severity of our problems we can survive also. If we try to pull down the fellowship, then
God help us. If I read the signs aright we are livingin days when we shall need the closenessof
the fellowship of saints more than we have ever needed it before. We should pray to God for it
to be strengthened; we should add strength to it ourselves, because it can be the life cell to
Christians >\ho are desperately in need.

Yes, the Christian should be able to bear problems better than other people. I am sure

that God recognised our need when He gave us CHrist, the church, and the gracious in
dwelling of the Holy Spirit. With resources like that, we must be able to successfullymeet the
most severe life events; the only danger to us is if we neglect or forsake that which God has
given us at so great a price to Himself.

All questions please, to Alf Marsden, 377 Billinge Road, Highfleld, Wigan, Lanes.

SCRIPTURE
READINGS
APRIL 1978
2-Jeremiah 31:23-40 Hebrews 8

9-Exodus 24
16-Psalm 40
23-Exodus 25:1-22
30-Genesis 4:1-10

Hebrews
Hebrews
Hebrews
Hebrews

9:1-22
9:23 to 10:18
10:19-29
11:1-22

THE ONE AND ONLY HIGH PRIEST

WE have been looking at the visible High
Pritstand Priesthood, and the two orders. The

greater fitness of Jesus to represent sinners
before God is established. To crown the argu
ment our attention is drawn to the position
of the new and invisible but spiritual and
permanent Mediator. He does not enter a

Almiglity towards us. As Paul puts it "Though
we have known Christ after the flesh, yet
now we know Him so no more" (2 Cor. 5:16).
He is in heaven now supremely executing the
New Covenant, made in accordance with the

promise of a spiritual covenant with a people
of His own. As the priesthood is proved
superior, so the covenant itself is superior,
and the quotation from Jeremiah states some
respects in which it differs, namely 1. It is
written upon the hearts and minds of men.
2. It will be with a taught people (all will

know God), 3. They will be a forgiven people.
These of course indicate that they will be the
subjects ofa new birth and a new life. The Old
Covenant made a natural birth and a fleshly

ordinance the qualiflcation ofrelationship with
God.

The New and Old Sanctuaries

There can hardly be a greater contrast

material Holy Place but ascends into Heaven

than that between the material manner and

itself into the very presence of God, making
the offering and giving the service there, Moses
made a model designed to represent the reality
in material form. It is not easy for us NOW to
recognise that the things which we see are
tempoi:al even after all the teaching embodied
in the Bible (2 Cor. 4:18). We can therefore
appreciate the' revelation through all the cen
turies as they enforce in symbol and iigur;

method of worship under the Old Covenant

what Jesus has taught its. "Immortal, invisible,
God only wise, in light inaccessible hid from
our eyes" - so is Jesus now, but He was with
us in the flesh to fulfill the purpose of the

and that under the New. Yet there is the same

underlying design and object to bring about a
direct relationship between God and man.
Thus all the items in the Tabernacle in the

wilderness point to spiritual realities revealed
and made plain in the New Covenant. Our
writer mentions a number of them and then

says "Of which things we cannot now speak
severally (9:6). We can safely say that every
material part of that "pattern shewed thee in

the mount" had its spiritual significance, and a
detailed study of these can be of great profit
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- as some of our brethren have found". How
ever we are concerned about the contrast in

from the sacrifice brought by Abel that God
had already ordained a form of worship

outward observances. Here we certainly have
elaborate ceremonial in the Old with many

involving sacrifice of animals. To Noah it was

material objects to illustrate and enforce God's

has made it plain in the 'passage above men
tioned that blood was regarded as required for
sacrifice to God, and not for any other purpose.
Seeing that death is the penalty of sin it is not
surprising that sinful man was required to offer

holiness and perfection. It was so necessary
that the people should be taught from earliest
days the need for humility and reverance be
fore God. The sacrifices so impressive in tlieir
demands upon a person's property, and so

forbidden to eat blood and the law of Moses

this symbol of life to God for his sin. To the

essential for God's satisfaction as to need a

normal human ^eing we think beddingblood

special class of person with special dress and
qualification to dare to come close, and that

is nauseating. We have thought that all of us

very special day of atonement (Ex. 30:10) for

sin. Yet under the New Covenant only two
material ordinances and those of the simplest
possible character, needing only water, bread
and grape juice with no special garments or
manner of approach. The religious world has
perverted these, and the holiness without which
no one shall see the Lord has been hidden

under elaborate ceremonial special singing,
special buildings, profession?' labour, almost
a re-hash of the Old and del

i covenant In

spite of all this the enlightening influence of
the teaching ofJesus has revolutionised society,
and countless rriillions have found salvation and

joy through Him. TTie prophet well said "He
hath shewed thee, 0 man, what is good; and
what doth the Lora require of thee, but to do

would be vegetarians if we had to kill our meat.
Yet under the law of Moses the sacrifice of

living creatures was a continual requirement
for the forgivenessand approval of God. Surely
the purpose is clear. Sin is abominable in the

sight of God because it destroys life, and His
People must get their priority right and realise
death itself is preferable to sin. Shall we ever
realise this? All the material ordinances em

bodied in the law had served their purpose
when Jesus came. They had all symbolicsigni-.
ficance and many of themi including circum
cision had physical advantages - health of
body being part of their needs. By obedience
in the offering of blood they made atonement
but could not cleanse the soul. Jesus made

justly, and to love ^ercy, and to walk humbly

the offering of His own blood for fulfilment
of them all, and for those to come. He was
without sin and therefore death could not hold

with thy God" (Micali 6:8). The principles
underlying all our relationship with God have

Him, "when He had made purification of sins,
sat down on the right hand of the majesty on

remained unchanged since the foundation of

High (1:3).

the world, but man has failed to keep his
covenant with God and continues to fail in

spite of the additional enlightment and the

Confidence

This supreme sacrifice has removed the

barriersimposed by the law and opened direct
It is indeed important that we should recognise access to God. No longer do we have to ap
how far we have come short, in order that we proach God through the priests, and the animal
might be acceptable under the covenant we sacrifices because He who loved us and gave
made when we submitted to the new birth and Himself for us has taken away the barrier
from the Holy Place by bearing our sins in
began the new life IN CHRIST.
His own body upon the tree (10:20). We may
final revelation of His will in the New Covenant.

The new sanctuary is the community
He has built, composed of living stones, a
spiritual house, a royal priesthood, a holy
temple (1 Peter 2:5 &9;Eph. 2:21 &22).

draw near 'with a true heart in fulness of faith'
(10:22). While the restrictions have been re

moved there remains for us the fullerobligation
to love and to serve, and surely the loss if we

turn away is so much the greater. Warning his

readers in particular the Writer bids them not
The life is in the blood (Lev. 17:11) and to cast away their confidence because it has
therefore it is especially sacred in the sight of so wonderful a reward, and to have patience.
God and of mfen. The flood came upon the We trust it will indeed be true of us "we
Blood

earth on account of violence which involved
the sheddins of blond, hut it would aooear

are of them that have faith unto thesaving of
the soul".

R.B. SCOTT.
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CORRESPONDENCE CLASS

think of ways of improving-the paper please

The eariy Histoiy of the Church of Christ let me know. Over the New Year period I
have had one or two letters, especially from
or, The Acts of The Apostles
overseas readers,sayingthat the 'S.S.' is greatly
Chapter 18.
1

2

appreciated and enjoyed. Not least among

Where was Corinth?

those was brother Carl Ketcherside from the
Were Aquila and Prisciila Christians U.S.A. the happy memories associated with
when they left Rome?

whom remain quite undiminished even after

many years. All our overseas readers comment

3

Why did they leave Rome?

4

Give in your own words Paul's exper
ience, as related in verses 12-17.

5

Describe Paul's movements (18-23).

6

Who was Apollos?

7

Describe the position of Apollos prior hear about the activities of the congregations.
to the teaching of Aquila and Priscilla.
Articles are always required, of course,

that they particularly enjoy any of the 'news'
items especially concerning brethren with
whom they are acquainted. With this in mind
I would respectfully ask churches to ask their
secretaries to send in as many news items as

possible. We, like the overseas brethren, like to

and I amdepending on getting them from you.
Pleasewrite clearly (this savesme a lot of time
and effort rewriting them). Don't make them
in verses 26-28.
too long - better, I think, to have shorter
Answers to Edward Jess, 34 Charles Street,
articles but more of them than long articles

8

Give in your own words the new exper
ience and activities of Apollos, described

Penicuik, Midlothian, Scotland. Use one side

of the paper only please, and leave a margin.

HYMN BOOKS

THE stock of "Church of Christ" hymn books

and fewer of them. Tliank you. EDITOR.

NEWS FROM
THE CHURCHES

first published in 1957 is now held by:JOHN PARTINGTON, 86 LORD STREET,

HINDLEY, WIGAN, who wiU be pleased to
Bristol, Lowerknowie: ^th great joy the
supply at non-inflated prices (only 25 pence church here rejoice that Tracey Carey, the
pe' copy plus postage or carriage). Orders in young daughter of our Bro. David and Sister
writing to agent ,please.

Our thanks and appreciation go to Bro.
I-.A. Hardy who has acted as honorary agent
for these many years. J. Partington.
(In connection with the above, I have just

Christine Carey, has obeyed the gospel call
by being baptised into Christ. On her good
confession in front of witnesses. On January

27th she was immersed. We pray that she may
be ever faithful to Him who died to save us all.
IVOR CAREY

received a note from Bro. Partington to say

that the hymn books have all now been

disposed of (sold). Nevertheless our thanks are
still due to brother Hardy and brother Part-

inglonand on behalf of readers I would like to
thank ihcm both very much.

liDITOR)

Haddington, Scotland: Our hearts rejoiced
gteally as we witnessed the immersion, on
Saturday evening, 11th I'ebruary, 1978, of
Mrs. May Broad (sister of brother James Moncrief'O- Mrs. Broad has been attending our

meetings for some time and was happy to be
immersed in
NliWS AND ARTICLliS

'Ilic readership of the "S.S." seems to be on
the incrciise
at least we arc getting new
readers from time to time and we hope that
the trend will continue. IT readers can find new
readers tlien so mucli (he belter. IT you can

obedience

to her Lord. Tlie

immersion took place despite the worst snow
storms we have had here for many years but
the hearts of tlio.sc present were warmed by
the wonderful event. We thank the brethren

at Tranent lor llie use of their baptistry and.
Ibr their kind as.sislance. Mi.ss Mary Murdie
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numbers have been laid to rest within a short

period of time.

II

OBITUARY

II

Bristd, Lower Knowie: It is with heaitfelt
sorrow-that we report the very tragic passing
of our dear Son and Bro. in Christ Stephen
Carey (aged 24 years) who died accidentally
at his parent's h'ome whilst alone. Stephen was:
baptised into Christ at the age of 13; was a
faithful church member, who loved his Lord,,

Bro. Herbert Mnst^ey son of the late
Stephen \^stanley, an elder of this congre
gation, after a prolonged and very painful
time of illness, fell asleep. The funeral service
took place in the Scholes meeting house which
was filled to capacity, a fitting tribute to one
who had earned the love and respect of so

many.'

We sorrow not as tliough without hope
for we know in whom Stephen believed. It's
a great comfort to us, his parents, Sylvia and
Ivor in this our time of trial, and we have
been very much strengthened by all our

Sister Caroline Smart an aged sister in Christ
who suffered so severely and yet bore with
patience her tribulation. Twice she broke her
leg and it was the second time that hastened
on her death. Loyalty, she supported the
meetings when she was able, and in her
absence she never forgot the Lord's work,
regularly contributing of her means in its

brothers and sisters in Christ. Our Bro. Len

support.

and the church.

Daniell officiated at the service held at the

cemetery.

Bro. & Sis. Ivor Carey.

Eastwood: Arthur Riley dieu suddenly on

February 4th 1978 aged 84 years. Brother
Riley became a Christian 61 years ago, and met
with the brethren at Eastwood for the past
two years. He was regular in his attendance at
the Lord's table until his death. We commend

his Son and family to God's love and mercy.
G. E. BULLOCK

Haddington, Scotland: The church here have
mourned the passing of sister Annie Nisbet
(beloved wife of Tom Nisbet) who passed this

life on 20th January, 1978, in her eightieth
year. Our sister had had indifferent health for

some years, following a stroke, but had been
improving. She took another stroke in early
January from which she did not recover. She
was a faithful follower of her Lord for over

sixty years and will be sadly missed by all. She

was indeed one of nature's true gentlewomen

Sister Florrie Cunliffe, likewise advanced in

years, was also a faithful member regularly
gathering with the Lord's people. Towards the
end she suffered much and it was a striking
tribute to her that she faltered not.
To all who have suffered the loss of

parting we commend the ever abiding presence
of the Living Saviour who when He comes will
bring the faithful ones with Him.
Our earthly loss is heavenly gain.
TOM KEMP

Peterhead, Scotland:Sister Jessie Strachan
died on the 5th January 1978 in hospital She
had been ill for some time. Even to the end

she encouraged all who visited her. Every one
who saw her in hospital came away with a great
spiritual blessing. We commend her family to

God's comfort. She will be greatly missed by
the brethren here at Peterhead and also by all
who knew her.

and died as serenely as she liad lived. We

Sister Margaret Falconer on the 24 th of

commend all those who mourn her passing, to

November 1977 died. She too had also had a

the God of all comfort and consolation. Bro.

long stay in hospital. She was the type of per
son who, if her seat was vacant zx any of the
services you knew that it was due to illness.
She, like our Sister Jessie has left an example
that will be with us for a long time.

David Dougal officiated at the funeral, con
ducting the service both in the meetinghouse
at Tranent and Tranent cemetery. A large
gathering of brethren and friends attneded.
J.R.G.

Also, we were saddened at the passing of
Sister Helen McPherson who died on 17 th

Hindiey: We have recently passed through a

September, 1977. She wasa faithful foUowe?

period of sorrow upon sorrow. 3 of our

of Jesus all her life.

(Sec.)
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the Plymouth Brethren and have since that
time turned what was virtually derelict into a
comfortable meeting place. Last year, we built
a" baptistry into it, paid for entirely by the

THANKS

Bro. Thomas Nisbet, Haddington, wishes to
tliank sincerely all those who sent him letters
and cards of sympathy recently at the passing
of his dear wife. He cannot possibly reply to
all of the many senders but wishes them to
know that the expressions of sympathy were
very much appreciated and greatly helped him

church here. However, we desperately need
classroom and toilet facilities.

All of our

Sunday School classes (five in all) meet in
various sections of the main hall. Bro. John

Partington (Wigan) has drawn up plans for a

at this difficult time.

classroom and toilet extension which have been

approved by the local authority. A local
builder has agreed to do the work for £13,500.
This extension will give us three additional
classrooms and enlarge the kitchen so that it,
too, can be used as a classroom. To meet the
AN APPEAL

nkeston: Dear brethren, the church has been

meeting here in Adam Street, Ilkeston for just
over three years now, and during that time, the
Lord has blessed us with a growth from

approximately 24 members to around 50 at
the present time. This year alone, six souls
have been baptised into the body of Christ.
We have an active and growing Sunday School
which numbers around SO scholars and serves

as a means to reach into the neighbouring area

to teach the Gospel to those who are lost. In
view of the growth and the varied activities of
the church, we have found that our building as
it now stands is inadequate for all of our needs.
Wepurchased the building four years ago from

above figure, we have secured a loan for £9000
with the bank, which the church here will pay
off over the next ten years. The remainder will
come from. existing church funds. However,
this is just to erect the extension. It needs to
be decorated, furnished, and the existing hall
completely refurbished. To do this, we have
.set a goal of £20,000 to make our meeting
place both functional and presentable to the
many non-christians who visit our services. We
are appealing to our brethren to help in any
way that they can. If you can help us finan
cially, please send us your donations to our
treasurer, Dan Booth: II Barker Gate, Ilkeston
All donations will be acknowledged. Pray for
us that God's Word may be put into the hearts
of those around us.
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BEYOND REDEMPTION ?
THERE is a large and very dingy hostel in the Grassmarket, Edinburgh, occupies mainly by
drunks and 'down-and-outs". In the course of a working-week I walk past it many times and

am always saddened by the sight of men (made in God's image) and women (some quite

young) standing forlornly on the footpath trying to catch the eye of passers-byto beg money
(for drink). C^uite a number are also to be seen sitting together on street benches, passing the
bottle, or even lying in the gutter oblivious of the passingworld. No doubt every city has such
scenes. Weare inclined to intolerant of people in such a condition until we remember the words,
"There, but for the grace of God, go 1". From observation of such scenes over many years I
have come to the conclusion that, after a certain stage in the decline of the individual has been
reached, there is little that can be done in their restitution. The point of being **Beyond

Redemption" can be reached: certainly as far as any human agency is concerned, Alchoholics
Anonymous do the best they can, as do the Social Service Department and various other 'Dogooder' bodies in the city. Most of the time, however, after they have got some food into the
victims and got them back to some semblance of rationality they allow them to go forth, only
to find them some hours later, back in the gutter. Some rough idea of the nature of the problem
is grasped when we remember that these poor wrecks of humanity
in their craving, drink
almost anything at all from methylated spirit to "Brasso" and furniture polish. Indeed the

City Council had to remove the gas jets used in lighting the common-stairs because these hard
drinkers discovered that a heady brew could be obtained by passing coal-gas through any
liquid, even milk.

Amongst the wretched and unhappy group of alchoholics in the Grassmarket there was,
until about a year ago, a youngish man who was, at one time, an office colleague of mine. He was
very athletic at that time and played in the football team. Apparently he passed from the
'social drinking' stage very rapidly and in a frighteningly short time was to be seen sharing a
few words and a few gulps with the 'Down-and-outs' in the Grassmarket. Within a very few
years he was indistinguishable from the others and the last time I saw him his physical condition
and appearance could only be described as 'terrifying'. 1 have not seen him on the pavements
for about a year now and can only assume that he is dead. I know that countless efforts were
mounted to rescue him from his predicament and while sometimes these attempts showed
promise they all, in the end, failed. He was 'Beyond Redemption' it is very sad to say, his body
was but human wreckage and his mind was so scrambled that he did not know who he was, and

certainly for the most part he did not know where he was. His case is not unique; it is in fact
quite commonplace - there are hundreds of others.

80

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

There is something very frightening about the phrase "Beyond Redemption" is there nof

There is a terrible finality about it, is there not? Even for the man who is extremely ill, hope

springs eternal. However once the surgeon makw the exploratory cut and shakes his head we
are faced with the awful thought and, perhaps, the awful truth - we are beyond the bounds of

hope, we have passed beyond recall. There is then nothing man, with the best will in the worid,
can possible do for us. Ablack and bleak picture indeed. Every dark cloud has, however, its'
silver lining and in the present context the gospel provides man with the most wonderful lining
ofchoicest sterling. Christ not only provides a sflver lining to the dark clouds ofhopelessness

but iUumines even the most tragic circumstances with the brightest rays ofhope. 'Beyond Re
demption'is aphrase alien to the whole tenor ofthe scriptures and ifman is beyond redemption
it is becasue he has placed himself there. Man is his own worst enemy. Man, ifhe c.iooses can,
however, through Christ, cheat death of its sting and the grave ofits victory. The prodigal can
always return. This mortal can put on immortality; this corruptible incorruption; we can be
buned in the grave in weakness but raised in power; sown in dishonour but raised in glory; sown
a natural body and raised a spiritual body.

If man is 'Beyond Redemption' it is none of God's doing. "God soloved theworld that
He pve His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have ever
lasting life." God is not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.
"Beyond Redemption" is certainly aspine-chilling statement and sensible men have regard to it
It isthis same fear which sends even followers ofChrist scurrying to their bibles when Matt. 12:
32 is mentioned. But if we trust the scriptures our fear is supplanted with confidence and our
dread with joy. Both the Old and New Testaments richly abound with declarations of God's
good intent and unfolds His grand designs for the complete redemption of maiu
'Redemption', ofcourse, involves the buying back ofsomething previously removed from

our possession, such as a pledge in pawn; or the paying oi the ransom price for therelease ofa

prisoner (or hostage). Professor Barclay says that the very employment ofsuch aword implies
(1) man was in captivity, or slavery or subject toan alien power (something which had man in its
^p) (2) that by no conceivable means could man himself have effected his own release (3) his
liberation therefore had to come from some external source with adequate resources toachieve
it. How true. We were in bondage to sin and Satan, (prisoners inthe kingdom ofdarkness) and
Jesus paid for our release with His blood, as the following statement indicates. "Who (God) hath
delivered us from the power ofdarkness and hath translated us into the kingdom ofHis dear
Son. In whom we have redemption'through His blood, even the forgiveness ofsins.." (Col.
1:13,14). This declaration says it all, but there are many others. "Looking for that blessed hope,
and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus dirist, who gave Himself
for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people,
zealous of good works". (Titus 2:13, 14). "Forasmuch as ye know thatyewere not redeemed
with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition
from your fathers: But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb wdthout blemish and

without spot: ... (1 Peter 1:18,19). Thus, if by continued disregard or hostility to God's

everiasting word, grace and forgiveness, a man or a woman can be rightly described as being
'Beyond Redemption' the situation is not to God's liking or one of God's making.
Redemption; Oh wonderful story
Glad message for you and for me.
That Jesus has purchased our Pardon
And paid all the Debt on the Tree.
EDITOR.

RECOVERING OUR PURPOSE
WHILE preparing the articles formyautobiography, now being printed monthly in Restoration

Review, Ihad occasion to review my visits to Great Britain in 1947 and 1951. It was a refreshing

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

81

experience. One thing I did was to take from the bookshelf the bound volumes of early periodi
cals presented me by good brethren, most of whom have since departed to be with our precious
Lord. As I read in these issues of yesterday I became impressed with the strength of the move

ment devoted to "the propagation of Qiristianity as it was at the first". The British Harbinger
for 1867 contains 442 pages. That is more than .36 pages per month. Under "Items of News"
appear reports of many congregations, some of which have ceased to exist. One wonders what
has happened to the descendants of those who sent in reports. In the issue for June Camden
Town reports 31 immersed and 4 restored. >\lgan reports 14 immersed. Other places have good
news of many conversions to the Lord.

Apparently there was a great deal of activity 111 years ago. Men such as David King,
J.B. Rotherham, and C. Abercrombie were working incessantly. New congregations of saints
were being planted. E>ebates were being held with prominent secularists. Tracts were being
distributed by the thousands. Brethren were being strengthened by intensive study of the revealed
Word. Contacts were being made with immersed believers in other groups. It was difficult to
ignore the impact of the plea for the ideal of being Christians only.
It is probable that none of us would even ^ggest that the Cause we love enjoys the
growth now that it did then. Many things have happened to take their toll. But we need not
despair. Instead, we should analyze the situation as it confronts us and prepare ourselves for
whatever responsibility is laid upon us. None of us want the thing for which our fathers con
tended to disappear from the earth. Certainly Jesus did not die and rise again to preside over a
failing kingdom.

Out of a heart filled with deep gratitude and love I would like to suggest some things
which it seems to me would assist in the recapture of the zeal which once obtained. I am not
oblivious to the fact that I am an American and what I say may be looked at askance. But all
of you are my brothers and sisters. We are members of the same family. We are children of
the same father. I love all of you very dearly and unashamedly. You need not concur with
what I say for me to hold you in my heart.
First, I think we should meet together for prayers directed to God, asking Him to
open up great doors and effectual unto us though the adversaries be many. We sing about a
"Sweet hour of prayer" but seldom have one. When the primitive disciples were confronted by
crises they "lifted up their voice to God with one accord". It seems to me we should gather to
pray for a revival of interest in our plea. It has been my personal experience that when we ser
iously pray for God to bring to us those who need us it is surprising what happens. Amazing
grace is still amazing!
Second, we need to examine anew our approach. We are not living in the world of a
hundred years ago. We have the Good News which never changes. But how we bring it into con- .
tact with the hearts of those who desperately need it must be determined by the kind of world

in which we live. Truth is unchanging in its nature. Methods of presenting it are not We have
been experimenting with different methods of approach and have found some of them very
effective. We must never forget, however, that what works in one place is not to be universally
adopted. The method must be tailored to fit the situation.
Third, we must be ever on the alert that we do not further erode away our forces by
division. It is important that "all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil
speaking be put away from among you, with all malice". There is no place for suspicion or
evU surmising. We need to receive one another to the glory of God. Through the indwelling
Spirit we can produce the fruits of the Spirit. Differences may be grounds for discussion, but not
for division among the saints. We need not see everything alike to recognise that Jesus is the
centre of our faith. Those who are drawn unto Him should be drawn unto one another. We must

recover a sense of our purpose in this life!

Sent for publication in the 'S.S.' by brother W. CARL KETCHERSIDE, 139 Signal Hill Drive,
Saint Loius, Missouri.
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ASK
"On such love, my soul, still ponder, love so great, so rich, so free;
Say while lost in holy wonder. Why, O Lord, such love for me?"
"Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the power that worketh in us". Ephesians 3:20.
ASK ... WHAT DO I ASK?" "The Lord direct your hearts into the love of God" 2 Thess. 3:5.

"O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known me". "Whither shall I go from thy Spirit? or
whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my

bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the utter^

most parts of the sea: Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me".
"Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: And see if there be
any wicked in me, and lead me in the way everlasting". Psahn 139 : 1, 7, 8, 9, 10, 23, 24.
"I the Lord search the heart". Jeremiah 17:10. "But the Lord said unto Samuel, Look not on
his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the Lord seeth
not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the;
heart. 1 Samuel 16:7. "But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the
heart; and they defile the man. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries,
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies". These are the things which defile a man: but to
eat with unwashen hands defileth not a man". Matthew 15:18-20.

Last month we considered a few Bible characters who had a consciousness of sin, and
by their words we were left in no doubt, as to the awfiilness of sin.
Job:-

"1 abhor myself.

"1 am vile".

David:- "Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight".
Isaiah:- "All our righteousness are as filthy rags".
Paul:-

"1 am carnal, sold under sin".

We could of course quote others, but the above should convince us of the sinfulness of sin, and
make us realize the power of the Devil over the lives of some of God's devoted servants. What

of ourselves, can we say with the prophet Isaiah : "All we like sheep have gone astray; we have
turned every one to his own way" Isaiah 53:6; The word of God takes our photograph, and if
we are honest with ourselves we do not like the result. We cannot run away from God, and we
cannot run away from ourselves. I can never hide myself from me, I see what others fail to see.

We would do well to pray the prayer of the publician in the temple:- "Goc be merciful to me
a sinner" Luke 18:13.

ASK... WHAT DO 1 ASK? ... "The Lord direct your hearts in to the love of God".
It is as well to remember that we cannot have our hearts directed - "Into the love of

God", without having a feeling of humility. "For this saith the high and lofty One that
inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; 1 dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is
of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the

contrite ones". Isaiah 57:15. "Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift

you up" James 4:10. "Be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud,and giveth grace
to the humble. Mumble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may
exalt you in due time". 1 Peter 5:5,6. "Wliosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little
child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven" Matthew 18:4.
"And some, O Lord, crave perfcct rest,
And to be wholly free from sin;
And they who fain would serve Thee best,
Arc conscious most of wrong within".

Samuel Rutherford:- "When I look at my sinfulncss, my salvation is to me my Saviour's
greatest miraclc. lie has done notiiing in heaven or on earth like my salvation".
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Jacob Behman:- "Do not mistake me, for my heart is as full as it can hold of all malice at you

and all ill-will. My heart is the very dunghill of the devil, and it is no easywork to wrestle with
him on his ownchosen ground. But wrestle withhim on that ground of his I must,and that the
whole of my life to the end".

Philip Neri:- 'Begone! allyeself-ignorant andfalse flatterers, I amgoodfor nothing but to do evil'.
Luther:- "When a man like me, come to know the plague of his own heart, he is not miserable
only - he is absolute misery itself; he is not sinful only - he is absolute sin itself.
Jonathan Edwards:- t'lthas often appeared to me, that if God were to mark my heart - iniquity
my bed would be in hell".

William Guthrie:- "The saints of God are far too sharp - sighted for their own self —satisfaction".

Alexander Whyte:- "It is when I take my own heart, with all its wickedness-working self-love
and with all its self-seeking in everything, and self-servingout of every thins and every one: with
all its deceitfulness, and disingenuousness, and envy, and jealousy, and grudging, and malevo
lence, and lay it alongside of the holy heart of my Lord, it is that that does it".
Carlyle:- "I am only a poor man, but" I can say in serious truth that I would give one third of
all I possess for a veritable likeness of Christ".
Henry Drummond:- "It is when drawing near the Lord Jesus Christ, and longing to be loved,
that I have the most vivid sense of unsymmetry, of imperfection, of absolute unworthiness,
and of my sinfiilness. Character and conduct are never so vividly set before me as when in
silence I bend in the presence of Christ, revealed not in wrath, but in love to me, I never so
much long to be lovely, that I may be loved, as when I have this revelation of Christ before my
mind".

ASK ... WHAT DO I ASK? "The Lord direct your hearts into the Love of God".

Shall we allow our loving heavenly Father to search our hearts. Are you conscious of
your sinfulness in the sight of God? Am I conscious of my sinfulness in the sight of God?
Is our position hopeless? A thousand times No! God loves you! God loves me! He loves the

unlovely! God is Love! Love loves me! Can I grasp that glorious thought! "Hereinis love,'not
that we loved God, but that He loved us" 1 John 4:10.

W. Riley said:- "He is a better weaver than you and me, and can turn a faulty warp into good
cloth". Do you believe that? I think he also said:- "Every man is a bundle of possibilities and
sometimes the bundle is unwrapped and I get a glimpse of the unsuspected treasure of a soul".
So our heavenly Father sent HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON to pay the price of our sin. "For the
son of man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them. Luke 9:56 "For the Son of
man is come to seek and to save that which is lost". Luke 19:10.
"Wonderful Love Wonderful Love,
Brought my .Saviour from above,
Down to die on mount Calvary's tree,
All to save a poor sinner like me,
O it was wonderful love,
O it was wonderful love.

May the Lord's richest blessing be your portion.

DO WE CAUSE 'JOY* OR 'SADNESS' IN
HEAVEN?
„

IF -niere is joy m Heaven over one sinner

LEONARD MORGAN.

95:10. Let us constantly examme ourselves
always endeavour to do right, for Christ

said. "He that gathereth not with me, scat-

that tepenK . surely there is ^toess there
when any Chmt^ baclaUdesand .t«

g,

^
kingdom of God".

^

to "grieve the Holy Spmt . In the Old Testa
ment we read that God was "grieved with
Israel forty years" when they erred. Psalm

Let us cause "joy in the presence of
the Angels".
Sister Payne, Reading.
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INTERESTING SIDELIGHT ON THE
HALDANE BROTHERS
(AND A CERTAIN MR. BROWN)
IN 1789 the preaching itinerancies of Robert and James Haldane agitated all classes of religion
ists throughout Scotland. After they had founded aCongregational orIndependent meeting-house
in Haddington, Garvald village was favoured with a visit from them. They discoursed on Bible
subjects, illustrating their trustfulness and divinity. Their reception did not seem to have been

very favourable in Garvald, as many of the folk there t^'ought it most extraordinary that
gentlemen dressed in blue coats and yellow buttons, with white vests and wearing queues, the
fashionable dress at that time, should dare to open up the Scriptures and discourse on them.
Some parties, however, in Garvald and round about, received their statements with love and
became Congregationalists andIndependents, among whom were Mr Brown and one of hissisters.

The Haldanes having in 1808 become Baptists, the Congregational meeting-house at
Haddington was split up. Mr Brovwi adopted the Baptist doctrines, and established a congre
gation at Garvald, with whom he met and preached until they removed their place ofmeeting
to Haddington in 1819.

Their place of worship in Haddington was in a large room in Simpson's land at the

Custom Stone. Every Sunday, wet or dry, Mr Brown was seen on the road to Haddington

almost up tothe day ofhis death. His congregation at Haddington generally consisted offifteen
or twenty, among whom was John Affleck, long a weaver atStenton, and an early and worthy

fnend ofMr Brown's, and the last of the Garvald flock. He died in Nungate of Haddington in
1856, age eightynine.

"The singularly uncommon views Mr Brown entertained on prophecy are fully expressed
ma pamphlet pubUshed by him in 1828, under the name ofAgricola. the pamphlet contains
a large number of historical facts, most ingeniously made to bear upon his apprehension of
things which are coming on the earth. He takes the ancient Roman Empire as akey to unlock
many a dark saying ofthe prophet John, and as an exponent ofMr Brown's mind the pamphlet
IS a faithful record. The article was entirely upon one point, the reappearing ofthe ten ancient
divisions of the Roman Empire in their old limits or bounds. Mr Brown persistently asserted
that the year 1854 would be the end ofthe long peace, an assertion verified by the outbreak
of the Cnmean war that year. Besides this publication Mr Brown gave lectures in defence of
his particular views, both in Edinburgh and elsewhere, and was always listened towith attention

and interest, Mr Brown was truly Bible taught. The Book ofLife and Cruden's Concordance were
his only study. He discarded all others. He left no library ofdistinguished authors. He never
made comparisons between human and divine authority. "What saith the Scripture''" was his
only guide. This he considered the safest, the surest, and the best. With him the Bible, and the
Bible alone, without note or comment, was the chart to heaven, the record ofmercy, and the

abiding testimony of truth without any mixture. Thus lived George Brown, the first 4ptist in
East Lothian, who for honour and honesty was surpasses by few, and for faithfulness and steadi

ness ofconviction ofduty to God and fidelity to men was inferior to none". Areturn was at

one time ordered by Government to be made by the ministers ofeach parish inScotland of the

different churches and congregations in it. Tlie late Rev. Dr. Cook was somewhat puzzled what
to say about Mr Brown's congregation. He returned itunder the name ofthe Brownist Congre
gation, meeting in lladdington.

Taken from:- "Reminiscences &Notices of the County of Haddington by John Martine (1890).
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Conduccecl by

'TIDN box

Alf Marsden

"I get quite depressed when I see the many kinds of sin which are rampant today; violence,

theft, sexual perversion, marital incompatibiUty, etc. How can Christians help such people, and

how can we keep our own families from contact with such thin^?"
This IS a question which is troubling the minds of many Christians, and not only Christians but
many social and community workers also. What has gone wrong, we ask ourselves? Have we
contributed in any way to this undesirable and unwholesome state of affairs?

For my own part, I feel sure that many of our problems are attributable to one cause -

disobedience. It is the root cause ofsin; it is responsible for the disintegration of that bulwark
of the social structure, the family unit; it is out-working itself in industrial anarchy; and sad to
relate, it has been and still is the most divisive element in a pathetically divided church. The

questioner is quite right to feel concern about such things; perhaps the best way we can help
everyone concerned is by learning something about obedience and stressing the importance
that God places upon it.
Obedience

Tliis is defined as, "submission to a superior's will; compliance with that will". In the

general sense this means that anyone who is in a position ofauthority over other people has a
nght to expect that such authority as isevident will be submitted to, and that all reasonable

demands from the source of such authority will be complied with. In the Christian context, of
course, the source ofour superior authority is God, and submission to His will and compliance
with His commands are absolutely vital to the Christian.

The above definition needs, perhaps, a little more explanation. The Christian needs to

understand that it is not enough to be passive in submission but that he should actively comply

in brmging the will ofGod before others. Furtliermore, itdisplays awrong attitude to submit in
obedience to someone because he is stronger than we are, or tocomply because we are forced
to. Neither of these attitudes was trueof Christ, norshould they be trueof us.

If we are to believe Jesus - and we surely must - then we can only conclude that he
expenenced delight in being obedient unto his father. Yes, with all the pain, humiliation and

suffermg, he deli^ted in doing the wiU of God. This is the corner-stone of the biblical teaching
on obedience; this must permeate our thoughts as we search for our responses to God's will.
The Obedience of Christ

Paul taught, "For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the
obedience of one shall many be made righteous". (Rom. 5:19). Oh, the awful power of
disobedience! This statement by Paul Ulustrates quite clearly why man forfeited the grace ofGod.
It was because he stupidly and willingly took upon himself the rebellious nature ofSatan. The
awful climax of disobedience and rebeUion is portrayed by Milton when he depicts Satan as
saymg, 'Better to reign in hell, than toserve in heaven'. Tlie rich man who went to that place of
torment evidently didn't think so.

In marked con trast, the obedience ofChrist illustrates just how far-reaching his attitude
was. Disobedience, which had separated, was now rectified by obedience which re-united. The
way
was re-opened by the obedience of Jesus. You mark and choose carefully, deai

r. ill you accelerate the discriptive and de-harmonizing elements by disobedience; or

will you apply the healing and unifying balm of obedience, as Jesus did?
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In order to further our quest for finding delight in obedience, we ought to examine a
statement made about Jesus in Hebrews. The writer says, "Though he-were a Son, yet learned
he obedience by the things which he suffered; and being made perfect, he became the author of
eternal salvation unto all them that obey him". (Heb. 5:8,9). This obedience of Christ was not
learned in the sense in which we understand learning, i.e., in the sense that he was ignorant
concerning obedience previous to learning it. The idea expressed in the Hebrew passage is of
Christ being accustomed to obedience by constsuit practice of it. This embodies the idea that
Christ understood at all times that God required obedience as a constant and recurring attitude.
Therefore, the verb *to learn', in this case, means to be accustomed to obedience by constant use

and practice. Paul expressed the same idea when he said, "Not that I speak in respect of want:
For I have learned, in whatsoever state 1 am, therewith to be content" (Phil. 4:11). Now, how
can we apply this?
Obedience to Parents

Paul teaches, "Children, obey your parents in all things: For this is well pleasing unto
the Lord". (Coll. 3:20). The verb 'to obey' is an old verb and means 'to listen under (as looking
up to), to hearken'. The idea expressed is that of the child looking up to the parents and listening
intently to what the parents are saying. There is also the thought that what is intended is con
tinual obedience and not just occasional; Paul says 'in all things'.

This teaching implies and presupposes that Christian parents, at least, will not make
unreasonable or unjust demands of the child. Parents should try to create the climate in which
a child can fulfil the teaching of Paul. Children can be provoked in two ways; either in a bad
sense or a good sense. To provoke in the bad sense would be to nag and victimise the child
habitually, but in the good sense it would be to motivate by good influence and zeal. It is
extremely difficult for children to obey parents in all things; if this is to be done then parents
will need to make the road to obedience as easy as possible for the children.

I have always thought that if the child/parent relationship is to be right then a meaningful
dialogue needs to be entered into. By dialogue I simply mean parents and children talking to
each other. Meaningful dialogue does not consist solely in parents telling children what they
want them to do. The understanding of each other's point of view is vitally necessary in

creating the atmosphere in which the child can obey the parent. The burden of our society is
that waves of lawlessness sweep the country because of parental waywardness leading to dis
obedience. There is much more understanding needed in this area.
Obedience to the Word

"Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, 'We ought to obey God rather

than men". (Acts5:29). Obedience to Godis exemplified in obedience to Hisword. After all, we
started our Christianlives in this way. In his letter to Rome Paul said, "But ye have obeyed from
the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you" (Rom. 6:17) 'Form' as used here is
probably an allusion to immersion which indicated our separation from sin. In this we became
'slavesofrighteousness';we changedmasters. This, I believe, is what was in Peter's mind when he
said "we ought to obey God rather than men". You see, there is no middle ground. Weeither
obey God or we don't; all of us would do well to remember this.
Obedience to the word ensures that we have the key to spiritual knowledge. As Jesus

himself put it. "If any man will do His will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of
God, or whether I speak of myself (John 7:17). It willalso ensure divine fellowship. "If a man

love me,he will keep my words: And my Fatherwill love him, andwewill come unto him, and
make our abode with him" (John 14:23). Now I ask you, can we go wrong if we realise that we
have the divine presence with us? Not at all. But we must be absolutely sure that we can obey
the divine will, and we can only do this if we know what that word is. Therefore, let's read it.
Conclusion

Before we can lift the depression which our questioner talks about, I believe that we must

stop giving the impression that obedience to parents and to God's word doesn't really matter.
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We must also tell people that at tlie heart of God's love is obedience, and we must notbe

afraid to teU them that God expects that they will obey Him in all things. And finally, we must

become accustomed to obedience by constant use and practice. Then we shall see a better
society, and we shall be glad to be part of it

(All questions please to Alf Marsden, 377 Billinge Road, Pighfield, \Wgan, Lanes.)
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John 1:1-18
John 1:19-34
John 1:35-51

25—2 Kings 4:1-7

John 2

AN ABSOLUTELY UNIQUE BOOK

THIS title could of course be applied to the
whole Bible, but we are applying it to John's
Gospel in a fuller sense. The Gospels of Matt
hew, Mark and Lul^ have so much in common

that skeptics have accused them of copying
one another, but from the first words in John's

we immediately perceive that it is quite
different. It is not that there is any real
difference in ultimate result for each of the

four has its special characteristics. We have

the princely figure in Matthew, the supremely
active Jesus in Mark and the sympathetic son
of man in Luke. Here in John we have the

WORD MADE FLESH; the mind of God set
forth in a series of narratives and discourses

completed with the tragedy of rejection. The
first few sentences present us with an "excur
sus" on Genesis chapter one. We are introduced

to light and darkness, the former being identi
fied with LIFE. We assume that there has al

ways been light for man in a relationship with
God, however misunderstood or rejected. As
Paul sets it forth in the early chapters of his

fully described in our first chapter as "the Wora
became flesh" (v. 14) and then the wonder of

a perfect man dwelling with (in particular) His
disciples breaks through from the memory of
John, the beloved disciple, "we beheld His
glory". This theme is expressed also in John's
first letter with emphasis on the closeness of

pelfsonai relationship (1 John1:1-4). What an
ecstatic recollection it must have been at the

close of a long liffe of joys and sonows, en
lightened if not transfigured by so wonderful
an experience.
The Herald

"Sent from God" (1:6) is the honour
able description of John Baptist. Here we
have ah lieroic figure, not Elijah and yet Elijah
in character and function (Matt. 11:14). His
work was vital for the work of Jesus, and we
see his testimony was instrumental in making
contact with those men who were to become

the apostles. It would seem that John expected
a much different activity on the part of the
Messiah but he bore his testimony faithfully
(Matt. 11:2-19), and accepted his humbler role
without question (John 3:30). It is a striking
point that he by inspiration, while naming
Jesus as baptising in the Holy Spirit, obviously
divine power, named Him "the Lamb of God"

-the lambs signifying "offering for sacrifice".
Did he know this from his knowledge of
Isaiah 53?

Choice of Discipleship

We reconcile the accounts of the calling
of those who became apostles as recorded in

letter to the Romans, the heathen had a reve

the other gospels with John's account of their

lation of Him by the action of conscience, but

first contact with Him by recognising that there
was not an immediate following on this first
acquaintance because the ministry in Galilee

finally Jesus came to be the LIGHT OF THE

WORLD. We shall never be able to grasp the
truth that "in Him dwelleth all the fulness of

the Godhead bodily". (Col. 2:9), but wegladly
accept that to all intents and purposes Jesus
and His Father are ONE (John 10:30). The
divine inte ition to provide for man's sinfulness
began with His "being in the form of God...
emptied Himself, taking the form of a slave"
(Phil. 2:7). This supreme humiliation is beauti

did not develop until later. The break from all

worldly occupations had to come, but earlier
knowledge due to the testimony of John must
have prepared mind and heart fro the crisis.
Some of them at least had concluded that

Jesus was in fact the Messiah through being
with Him in 'Bethany beyond Jordan' (1:28).
The energetic campaign of John Baptist had
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stirred up the thoughtful and expectant people

term "Woman" could be better translated

and it was natur^ that Jesus should find His
closest disciples among them. It is true there
were disciples of Jesus who followed Him
through His ministries besides the twelve, for
they were able to select two for appointment
in Judas's place (Acts 1:21-23). Multitudes,
even including scribes and Pharisees, were in
fluenced by John's work, and it must have

"Lady" in our habitual use of terms.

affected the earlier ministry of Jesus as is

plainly indicated in ch. 3:22-36). The work of
Jesus must have involved numerous visits to

Jerusalem very little of which is described by
the other Evangelists. John gives several ac
counts of special miracles wrought there, but
that centre became dangerous as His popularity
increased, and the envy of the religious leaders

Qeansing the Temple
We think it certain that Jesus did this
twice. Here we have the first of the attacks on
"commercialism'* in the House of God. We

assume Jesus'sministry lasted three years,and

duting.that ^e He always attended theFeasts
according to th0 Lawof Moses, but it is Uiilikely
this "cleansing" had a lasting effect, and his
other visits to Jerusalem might not provide
opportunity of repetition withoiit serious dan
ger of shortening "His time". However at the
last visit He made just as drastic a cleansing
and this hastened His final rejection. The

opposition had hardened, and the plotting
grew in intensity. Discipleship increasingly reached a final stage. The revised versions limit
involved clinging to Jesus (11:16), and they
did!

Hie Marriage at Cana
We are so glad that Jesus and His disci

the use of the cords to the sheep and oxen
His violence however on all can be well
justified and undoubtedly the money changers
desecrated (with permission) the sacred courts
of the House. The reply of Jesus to criticism

ples were invited to the simple and happy must have been misunderstood as so much of*
gathedng, ^d that Jesus'manifested Hisglory* His teaching until by the Holy Spirit the
there in supplyingwinewhen those who should memories of His apo&iles were infallibly in
have provided enough were "in a fix". We

spired.

R. B. SCOTT.

have wondered often whether as disciples our

selves we are sufficiently open to give help of
so simple a kind. There Im naturally arisen
among members of churches of Christ a ques
tion about the character and danger of intoxi
cating drink. Perhaps the fearful consequences
of excessive drinking in our own community
have blinded us to customs normal in other

communities where no question of intoxication
is involved. We personally feel strongly that
total abstinence on the part of Christians is the
only safe plan, and suggest that in this incident
there was not a question of excessive drinking
in any case for "the good wihe" was not
necessarily alcoholic but was .simply of the
very finest quality. ITiose who have tasted
different qualities of grape juice know there
are good, better and best, and intoxicated

people would hardly know one from another!

CORRESPONDENCE CLASS

Chapter 20

1 Why did Paul not sail direct to Syria?
2 Why were so many outstanding brethren
going with Paul to Jerusalem?
3 Record your observations of the meetings
(7-12), making special note of the times
of the different happenings.

4

Troas to Miletus. (Those who have maps

showing Paul's travels, should trace out
the course).

5 Why had Paul asked the elders from the
Church in Ephesus to meet him at Mile

However there is not conclusive evidence from

Scripture about the nature of the wine except
that it was the best at that feast It has been

thought that Jesus was disrespectful to His
mother but we may note that she did not
take it so. Her instruction to the servants

surely means that there was understanding
between them, but the implied rebuke was
needed or would not have been given. The

Note the different places at which Luke
says they called during their journey from

tus?

6

Give an outline of Paul's address to the
elders.

7 What duty of the elders is indicated in
verse 28.

Answers to E. Jess, 34 Charles Street, Penicuik,
Midlothian, Scotland. Use one side of the paper
only, please, and leave a margin;

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD
THE OLD TIME PREACHER

Tlie old time preacher with saddlebag,
Ashirt and Bible and a one-eyed nag,
Was priest and prophet who boldly warred
On evil, crying, "Thus saith the Lord".

He never wobbled on where he stood;
He never doubted that God was good.
He based his sermons on Gospel true-

Much like the old violin.

Amess of pottage, and a glass of wine,
A game and he travels on.

He is going once, and going twice.
He is going, and almost gone;
But the Master comes and the foolish crowd
Can never quite understand,

The worth of a soul, and the change that's

He never mumbled a book review.

He stuck to preaching that sin is sin,

By the touch of the Master's hand

That grace can handle the fix we're in.

He preached on brimstone and made it hot,
And salvaged sinners from scamp to sot.
His pay was little, his fame was less;

His wealth was Heaven and blessedness;
And when he wearied, and angel band
Swept down to take him to Glory Land.

wrought

Selected.

One can feel assured, that the above Poem
could be a reminder to the Oiristian who had

this experience, to be thankful! and to the
sinner who has not, to see this need!

by Lynn Laudrum

THE TOUCH OF THE MASTER'S HAND
'Twas battered, scarred, and the auctioneer

Though it scarcely worth his while,
To waste his time on the old violin;
But he lield it up with a smile.

"\Vliat am I bidden, good people?" hecried,
"Who'll start tlie bidding for me?"
A dollar, a dollar?" Now two; only two;
Two dollars, and who'll make it tliree?"
"Tliree dollars once; three dollars twice-

Goingfor three" - but no;
From the room far-back, a grey-bearded man
Came forward and picked up the bow.

Then wiping the dust from the old violin,
And tightening up the strings.

He played a melody pure and sweet,
As sweetas the Angels sing.
The music ceased, and the auctioneer,
Wth a voice that was quiet and low.
Said "Wiiat am I bid for the old violin?"
And he held it up with the bow.

"A thousand dollars; and who'll make it two?
Two thousand dollars, and who'll makeit three

Tliree thousand once; three thousand twice.
And going - and gone", s:'id Lie.
Tlie people cheered; but some of them voiced:

'We don't quite understand, what changed it's
worth?"

Swi t came the reply "Tiie touch of the Master's hand".

Ajid many a man with life out of tune.
And battered, and torn with sin,
Is auctioned chcap to a thoughtless crowd.

Haddington, East Lothian: Tlie brethren here
again witnessed the gospel in action when, on
Tuesday evening 21st March, 1978, William
Ewen, accepted Oirist as his Lord and Saviour

by being immersed into His name. We pray
that our brother will be strong in the grace that
is in the Lord and that he, and his wife Anne,
who was baptised last month, will share many
happy years in the service of the Lord.

Tlianks are again extended to the breth

ren at Tranent for the use of their meeting
house and baptistry. Mary Murdie.
Peterhead: Sister Jean Ceddes was restored to
the church on the 26th of March '78. She

had been a member of tlie church years ago
up at Buckie but she fell away from the Lord.
We were distributing leaflets round the doors
and it was through reading one of these that
she knew that there was a church in Pcterhead.
She now lives at Peterhead.

During the month of July Bro. Roy
Davison from the cluirch at Wellen in Belgium
is to be over in Scotland for a holiday. He has
written to the church at Petcrhead and has
offered his services to us for the time that he

is here. We have accepted his offer and hope
that his labours will be fruitful.

W. Strachan, Secretary.
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WHAT IS CHRIST TO YOU?

To the astronomer, He is the Sun of right
eousness.

To
To
To
To
To
To
To

the
the
the
the
the
the
the

baker. He is the Living Bread.
banker. He is the Hidden Treasure.
biologist. He is the Life.
builder. He is the sure Foundation.
doctor. He is the great Physician.
educator. He is the great Teacher.
farmer. He is the Sower and the Lord

of the Harvest.

To the florist, He is the Rose of Sharon.
To the geologist. He is the Rock of Ages.
To the horticulturist, He is the True Vine.
To the judge. He is the Righteous Judge.
To the juror. He is the Faithful and True
Witness.

To the jeweller. He is the Pearl of Great Price.
To the lawyer, He is the Counselor, the Law
giver.

To the newspaper man, He is the Good Tidings.
To the philanthropist, He is the Unspeakable
Gift.

To the philosopher. He is the Wisdom of God.
To the preacher, He is the Word of God.

To the sculptor. He is the Living Stone.
To the servant, He is the Good Master.
To the statesman. He is the Desire of all

HEART SURGERY

Much is heard these days about heart surgery-

Some folk even have new hearts or "pace
makers" inserted to keep up the vital work

and good-functioning of this indispensable
organ. Asweall realise, heart surgery is a major
operation; andalas, mankind hasunfortunately
needed this drastic treatment in a religious way

ever since the Fall, when man's heart became
"deceitful and desperately wicked".

Jesus, also, in His teaching, stres^d the
importanceof a new heart. Hiswords reading:
"Except a man be bom again(from above)he
cannot see the Kingdom of God", so without
such a changed life "we are none of His".
In other words we are called upon tp 'Repent'.
Today a great Revival of true religion
is urgently wanted. For this heart-surgery, the
church needs preachers who, like Longfellow's

"Singers" - "can touch the hearts of man and
bring them back to Heaven again". Also, as
the hymn says to all Christians, may the Lord
"wing our words that they may reach the hid
den depths of many a heart".
It is vital for each Christian to "KEEP THY
HEART WITH ALL DILIGENCE FOR OUT
OF IT ARE THE ISSUES OF LIFE".

Nations.

To the theologian, He is the Author and Fin
isher of our Faith.

As Christ said "Blessed are the pure in Heart,
For they shall see God".
Sister Payne, Reading.
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