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Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning.
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No. 1

We wish All our Readers a very Happy and Prosperous New Year

A

PAUSE FOR REFLECTION

JANUS was the ancient Roman deity who kept the gate of heaven: thus he was the
guardian of gates and doors. He was represented with two faces, one in front and
one behind, and the doors of his temple in Rome were thrown open in times of war
and closed in times of peace. The name is used in allusion both with reference to
double-facedness and to war.

Thus Milton says of the cherubim:
Four faces each

Had. like a double Janus.

(Paradise Lost, li.l29)

While Dante says of the Roman eagle that it:
composed the world to such a peace.

That of his temple Janus barr'd the door.

(Paradiso, 6.83)

We have nowentered into January of another year. January is the month dedicated
by the Romans to Janus, who presided over the doorwaytotheyear. being the guardian

of gates and doors, and, having two faces, was able to look back over the year that
was past and gone and also able to look forward with anticipation to theyear ahead.
Each of us can, and do, emulate Janus in this respect. When we reach the first day
of a new January we stand upon the threshold of another brand new year and we
cannot help ourselves looking back over the year that is passed and contemplate

theyear that stretches out before us. It is like a climber climbing a steep and rugged
mountain -

he looks back with satisfaction over the difficult crevases he has

overcome and looks forward to the challenge of those yet to come. It is like the
ploughman who reaches the end of yet another furrow and looks back, before
commencing another one. to see how straight or otherwise the furrow just completed.

It is like the accountant studying the Profit and Loss Account after another year's
trading and hoping that he will have good news to give at the Annual General
Meeting. A time for exa^nination; and iime for reflection. Another milestone has
beer reached; another chapter in the history book of the life of each one of us has
been written. Have we made good progress, like the climber, up the mountain; have
we ploughed a straight furrow: have we got a healthy Balance sheet - are we in the
red or in the black? Indeed a time for reflection and a short 'breather' before we

tackle the new year. Like Janus we look back over the past year —retrospection.
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We look at ourselves as we are now — introspection. We look forward to the future
twelve months — prospection.
Doubtless in restrospection we realise that we have made many mistakes which

we will endeavour not to repeat. Things we have done and said of which we are not
proud and we shall resolve not to do them again. There is always room for improve
ment no matter how good we think we are and we shall try to improve upon our record
in the year 1975. There are things, however, we have done for the Lord in 1974 of
which we can be justly pleased and we hope and trust that our good example will
have rubbed-off on others. We often under-estimate the effect our good example has
on others and fail to give ourselves a little credit for our efforts in this respect.
We are doubtless sure that we can do better.

In introspection we look at ourselves and what do we see? Are we basically
better than we were last year at this time? Have we made any progress in our

Spiritual development and maturity? Do we seem to have slipped back a little and
lost a little ground? If so, what has been the cause? Can we isolate the cause, is
it but temporary and are we working on it? Are we losing the battle against the world
and are we trying to tackle it solely in our own strength? Have we put on the whole
armour of God? I know that self-analysis is a full-time occupation but perhaps
January is a good time to take a pulse-reading or a glance at the spiritual thermometer.
As at January, 1975, in what sort of Spiritual condition are we? "Examine yourselves,
whether ye be in the faith", says Paul (2 Cor. 13:5).

And what of 1975? What is the prospect if. Lord willing, we should live through
it. What have we resolved todo forthe Lord: what have we determined to accomplish?
It is considered by many, with good cause; that the habit of making "New Year
Resolutions' is a bit of a farce seeing that they are usually broken within a few
hours or a few days of the making of them and God certainly does not take kindly
to men who make vows to Him lightly. Nevertheless shall we quietly and firmly
resolve that we shall try to serve the Master better in 1975 than we served Him in

1974, knowing that any such resolution will have our Lord's approval and His
support? May it be that this will be our wish for 1975 and that in the coming year
we will actively pursue its fulfillment.

Another year is dawning;

Another year of semoe

Dear Master let itbe,

, Of witness or thy love;

in working or in waiting,

Vf"

Another year With thee.

I

For holier work above.
EDITOR.

IT IS MY PSALM — IS IT YOURS ?
"It is my Psalm, is it your Psalm?

Into the green pastures

Psalm Twenty Three.

Where the still waters be.

The Lord is my shepherd

It is my Psalm, is it your Psalm?

And He leadeth me.

Psalm Twenty Three.

PERFECT SECURITY -

"I SHALL NOT WANT" PSALM 23:1

I would like to pay tribute to my Mother and Father. They had seven children, and
how they fed and clothed us in the good old days, I will never know, My Father
worked in the coal mine, and as many of you know, the wages in those days w^re
shocking, and thinking of those times, I can understand the term "sweated laboui".
No Pit Head Baths, and when Father was washing, the marks and scars on his body
told its own story. Sick and accident benefit received today, would have been like
heaven on earth, and how ever my mother managed, when my father was off sick, or
had an accident, again, I will never know. Especially, when those children cried...
"Mother, I want... I want... I want... give me... give me... give me..'.' no doubt frorrr

^
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morning, noon, and night. And how they tried to satisfy those needs, sacrifice and
self-denial must have been the order of the day, and now looking back from our
vantage point, we marvel at their devotation. You too, can pay tribute to your
parents, if you have been brought up in those days of poverty. Why do we discuss
these matters:- if our parents watched with such care, our needs, what about our
loving Heavenly Father over the needs of His children? Jesus said: "If ye then,
being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, HOW MUCH MORE shall
your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?" Matt. 7:11.

Again, ) Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor
gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better
than they? Matt. 6:26. What does Paul say in Philippians 4:19 "But my God shall
supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus." Our life is

a bundle of wants...Food...Drink...Raiment...Homes...Possessions...Work...Wages...
It is well for us to remember that THE BIGGEST WANTS ARE NOT THE WANTS OF
THE BODY.

Jesus said "A man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which
he possesseth" Luke 12:15. A millionaire can be bankrupt. A man can have
possessions without having life, and a man can have life without the abundance of
possessions. You cannot satisfy the deep yearnings and longings of the soul with
material things, try taking a cheque book to a dying man, if you want to bear out

that fact.If it hadbeen possibleto get satisfaction, peace, joy, happiness, through the
agency of material things, I don't think Nicodemus would have come to Jesus by
night... he came because Jesus had something, that he desired to know more about.
"Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these

miracles that thou doest, except God be with him" John 3:2. If food,drink, raiment,
homes, and possessions can give one complete satisfaction, why did the rich young
ruler come to the Lord Jesus, for you remember "He had great possessions" Mark
10:22. He knew what he wanted "Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit
eternal life? His great possessions could not give hihi "eternal life". The nameless

lawyer as recorded in Luke 10:25-37 came to put Jesus to the test, not with any
thought of hostility, with the same Query "Master what shall I do to inherit eternal

life? He too, realised that the Lord Jesus had the secret of life at its full, and he
wanted to know more about it. We need to sit at the feet of our Lord, as Mary did.
so that we can listen and inbibe the glorious truths He is willing to share with
His children. If we do sit at His feet, eager to listen to the world's most marvellous
teacher, we shall soon find that Possessions...Money...Fame...Power...Pleasure...
will not give us the "abundant life" He offers. Let us take note of the value the

Lord Jesus puts on material things: "What shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the
whole world, and lose his own soul?" Mark 8:36.

"I SHALL NOT WANT" ... "WHAT DO I WANT"? •'WHAT DO YOU WANT"?

What is the most important "Want" for the child of God? Ask yourself the
question...ask the family...ask your brethren! My answer can be written in three
words:-

FREEDOM FROM SIN

1 Freedom from Sin would give us :— A conscience void of offence against God
and man. Paul said, "So I always take pains to have a clear conscience toward
God and toward men" Acts 24:16 (R.S.V.).

2 Freedom from Sin would give us
Power over our Thoughts. Paul said. "We
destroy arguments and every proud obstacle to the knowledge of God. and take
every thought captive to obey Christ" 2 Corinthians 10:5 (R.S.V.).
3 Freedom from Sin would give us :- Power over our tongues. May I quote the
Psalmist: I said, "I will guard my ways, that I may not sin with my tongue; I
will bridle my mouth" Psalm 39:1 (R.S.V.).
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4 Freedom from Sin would give us
Power over our Actions. James said "Submit
yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you" James
4:7 (R.S.V.).
5 Freedom from Sin would give us:— Perfect Peace. Isaiah said "Thou dost keep
him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee, because he trusts in thee"
Isaiah 26:3 (R.S.V.).
6 Freedom from Sin would give us:— Unutterable and Exalted Joy. Peter said,
Without having seen him you love him; though you do not now see him you believe
in him and rejoice with unutterable and exalted joy" 1 Peter -1:8 (R.S.V.)
7 Freedom from Sin would give us:—Abundant Life. Jesus said, "I came that they
may have life, and have it abundantly" John 10:10 (R.S.V.).
Freedom fi-om Sin gives:

A conscience void of offence.
Power over our Thoughts.
Power over our Tongues.
Power over our Actions.
Perfect Peace.

Unutterable and Exalted Joy.
Abundant Life.

How do I get this Freedom? How do you get this Freedom?
Freedom through Christ — Freedom in Christ

We can thank our loving Heavenly Father, who sent His only begotten Son, to
die on Calvary, to set us free from the bondage of sin, which leads us in bondage
to the Lord of life. Jesus answered them, "Truly, truly, I say unto you, every one
who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not continue in the house for

ever; the son continues for ever. So if the Son makes you free, you will be free
indeed" John 8:34-36 (R.S.V.).

Jesus saith unto him, (Thomas) "I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man
Cometh unto the Father, but by me" John 14:6.

Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed in Him,'*Ifye continue in my word,
then are ye my disciples indeed: And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free" John 8:31.32.

Paul said: "But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have
become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were

committed, and, having been set free from sin. have become slaves of righteousness.
Romans 6:17,18 (R.S.V.).
"There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin
and death" Romans 8:1,^ (R.S.V.).
We can only be free if we are slaves of Christ.
Perfect Security — "I shall not want"

"Make me a captive. Lord,

And then I shall be free;

Force me to render up my sword,
And I shall conq'ror be.

I sink in life's alarms

When by myself I stMd;

me within Thine arms.

And strong shall be my hand."

This month's Exercise; Read everyday Matt. 6:19-34 and learn by heart v's 33&34.
L. Morgan.
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SINGING THE TRUTH
BIBLE schools, Lord's Day schools, Sunday schools — call them what we may-

are, like churches, declining seriously in numbers these days. Many regard these
decUnes as disastrous. They are certainly alarming, and cause religious people
great concern. In the attempt to make church gatherings and Bible schools more
attractive and bright various methods are tried. Among these is the effort to enliven
our singing with rousing, rythmic tunes, tunes that go "with a swiiig". Of course
we see no reason why any words we sing are made less true and meaningful when

sung to such tunes. I remember ray own boyhood days in the Bible school, with the
harmonious and rousing tunes we sang. Alasl'.this singing is largely but memory now
— the fine tunes to hymns like 'Come children, march to Immanuel's ground",
"Dare to be a Daniel", and, of the quieter hymns like "O. won't you be a Christian

while you're young?" and "The Saviour walked beside the Lake of Galilee".
Tnie Let My Words Be

Yes, we are all for good tunes (andwe often find the best tunes arethe simplest).
But of far more importance than the tune of a hymn are the words. In my view, the
first essential of the words we sing is that they should, nay must, be true. To
whatever tune sung, that is a very fine hymn which says

"Help me, ray God, to speak True words to Thee each day:
True let my voice be when I praise And trustful when I pray.
Thy words are true to me; Let mine to Thee be true:

The speech of ray whole heart and soul. However low and few.
True words of faith and hope, Of Godly joy and grief..."

I am sure that when we are speaking or singing to God. or teaching others to

pray and sing, we must be true in what we say or sing. But I am concerned at the
tendency, among ourselves as well as others, to place first importance upon an

attractive, "swingy" tune and not to be so particular about the words. If we are
not particular about the words, neither will the children be in our schools, or even
the adults in the church. There is a definite tendency to teach our children words
which are without meaning to them, which do not apply to them and are therefore
untrue of them. I do notsuggest that this tendency is a delibrate effort to introduce

araong us anything which is untrue; but I do suggest that we need to be alert first
A

of all to the truth of the words we sing or teach. My purpose is to call attention to

this practice before untrue words get such a place in the hearts (and mouths) of
youngsters, unable to discriminate, thajt they come to be believed, and that to
question the words is looked upon as splitting hairs, straining out a gnat, or being
fuddy-duddy.
Choruses

Let me give a few instances of such choruses or hymns. These are becoming
more and more popular among children in our schools, so that I must call in question
their words as being inapplicable to manywho sing them. We have a chorus spreading
widely in popularity: "I'm happy today; in Jesus Christ I'm happy today: Because
He's taken all my sins away..." Another, growing in popilarity because of the
actions done by the children as they sing the words:"I'm inright. outright, upright,
downright happy all the time... Since Jesus Christ came in and took away my sin..."
Yet a third similar chorus goes'I'm SAVED; I know I am, I'ra sure I am; I'm SAVED.'
Now, how many children in our Bible schools under the age of, say, ten years can
taking away my sin"; by "Jesus Christ came in and took away my sin";, or by

being "SAVED"? If children can truthfully sing them, then what further remains
for them to be saved. Why should we teach them to be baptised; why be filled

with joy when any of our Bible school scholars express their desire to be baptised?
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It is not too much to say that if the words of these choruses be true, when we teach
them to be baptised we are teaching them something totally unnecessary and irrele
vant. Once we have made this dilemma for ourselves (for ourselves - the scriptures
do not make it) we are relinquishing the whole gospel, and yielding any justification
we may have to maintain a separate existence or bear a distinctive witness.
Hymns

Nor are children alone susceptible to believing and singing untrue sentiments.

We adults "ought to give more earnest heed to the things that we sing". Examine
some of the most popular hymns and we find that some of the things they say are,
although beautiful poetry and soothing words, largely sentiment and have no basis
in true experience or in scripture. What a popular hymn, for instance, is "The Old
Rugged Cross"!! Yet do we "cling to the old rugged cross", and if so how do we
cling to it? The "old rugged cross" was the rough instrument of our Saviour's death.
Where is it now, or what is it? We can understand Roman Catholics singing such a
hymn, with their belief in and superstition towards "the true crosses", but surely
these words have no meaning for those who claim to be New Testament Christians.
The apostles and disciples of Jesus Christ placed no faith whatever in "the old
rugged cross", but in Him who was crucified upon it. They did not trouble to search
out or to cling to that Roman instrument of torture and death.

Consider, too, the hymn loved by so many earnest followers of our Saviour "I stand in the garden alone". The chorus goes
"And He walks with me And He talks with me

And He tells me I am His own;
And the joys we share as we tarry there
None other has ever known."

What an astounding and arrogant claim is made in those last few words! surely the
writer of the hymn did not mean to claim that no other but himself (or herself) had
ever experienced the bliss of the presence of Christ as he (or she) had! That of all
the millions of Christ's people who ever lived this one alone was favoured with

His blessing in this way! Yet such a thought is sung about quite thoughtlessly,
oblivious of the contradiction the hymn contains — that if 'no other has ever
known" how can the singer know such bliss?
Thus we see that we raise our own difficulties and fallacies when, without
thinking, we sing words that are empty of meaning, are purely sentimental and
emotional. If we wish to sing these attractive tunes, there is no reason why we
should not slightly reword the untrue statements until we can sing the words with
truth and conviction. ' 'May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in Thy sight" (Psalm 19:14).
Carlton Melling.
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THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

Couducted by
Alf Marsden

"Who were the 'sons of God' as mentioned in Gen. 6:2; Job 1:6, and elsewhere in
the Bible".

THIS is a question that takes us right back to the dawn of history. Events took

place which we believe but which we do not fully understand, How, for instance,
can we conceive of God creating the vastness of the universe out of nothing? What
are the constituent parts of the dust of the earth that it could become the instrument
of life? These are questions which are posed by the finite mind to which there is no
finite answer. We are dealing with the Infinite. God is God and we must believe that
with Him all things are possible. It is with this in mind that we approach His word
in an attempt to follow some of the guidelines He has laid down.
Its a Matter of Belief

Before we can proceed any further there is one thing which is fundamental to
our understanding: we must believe and accept that it is impossible for that which
is essentially evil to have emanated from that which is essentially good. The whole
of God's creation is good.
But, you will say, how is it that there is evil in the world if God created every
thing good, and what about Satan himself and his demon throng? Well, we must look
beyond the creation of man and try to envisage something which preceded that event,
namely the creation of the heavenly and angelic hosts. Satan must have been part
of that heavenly creation, and it would seem that it was his attitude of disobedience
to God that God designated as sin and for which Satan and his angels were cast into
hell. John Milton depicts Satan as saying,
Here at least we shall be free; the Almighty hath not built
Here for His envy, will not drive us hence:
Here we may reign secure; and, in my choice,
To reign is worth ambition, though in hell:
Better to reign in hell than to serve in heaven".
(Paradise Lost. Book 1)
This typifies the whole concept of sin, this unwillingness to accept the authority of
God. This is precisely how Adam and Eve were tempted and how they fell.
The Sons of God

I think, then, that we must accept that there was a creation other than Adam
and Eve; an angelic creation. Cherubims and a flaming sword were placed at the
East of Eden when Adam and Eve ha^ been driven out (Gen. 3:24); an angel appeared
to Hagar (Gen. 16:7V three came to Abraham in the plains of Mamre (Gen. 18): two

angels came to Sodom and met Lot (Gen.

19);

and so we could go on.

There

were angels who were used by God; there were angels who were used by Satan. They
were all undoubtedly, in the creative sense, sons of God although Satan and those
who followed him were fallen angels, In the Hebrew, son is defined as 'offspring',
so these we are speaking of were the offspring of God.
So to Genesis 6:2-4. Here we have the scene of men multiplying on the face of

the earth, and daughters (descendants) being born unto them. We have seen that the
sons of God could assume human guise (we Christians are the sons of God and we
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are human, aren't we?) and that they took wives of the daughters of men. I know
there is nothing authoritative about Milton but he looked at the scene and wrote,
"These are the product
Of those ill-mated marriages thou sawst;

Where good with bad were matched, who of themselves
Abhor to join, and, by imprudence mixed.
Produce prodigious births of body or mind.
Such were those giants, men of high renown:
For in those days might only shall be admired.
And valour and heroic virtue called". (Paradise Lost. Book 6)

This, then, is a picture of angels who come down to earth, marry earthly women,
and produce mighty offspring. Possibly these are angels who have fallen from grace
and, having been banished from the presence of God, have in the world been the
instigators of the evils that afflict mankind. The Bible is suggesting that we might
not fully have appreciated the extent of evil. It is suggesting that there is a poison
at work in the human heart and in society which perverts our best intentions. Paul
said the same thing when he wrote to Ephesus, "For we wrestle not against flesh

and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the dark
ness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places" (Eph. 6:12). It is
rather significant that it is in the 6th chapter of Genesis that we are told that God
has had enough and that He would destroy man from the face of the earth, all except
Noah who found favour in His sight.
The

Giants

The giants were the mighty men spoken of in Gen. 6 and referred to elsewhere.
Nimrod was a mighty hunter (Gen. 10:8). and what about Goliath whom David fought?
In Deut. 2:10,11 we read. "The Emims dwelt therein in times past, a people great,
and many, and tall, as the Anakims; Which also were accounted giants, as the
Anakims: but the Moabites call them Emims" (It is advisable to read on inthis chapter).
It would seem that Ar, on the coast of Moab, was accounted a land of giants;
giants dwelt therein in old time (Deut. 2:20). The sight of these people must have
made the hearts of the children of Israel quake with fear. When the men who had

searched out the land reported to Caleb and Moses they said, "All the people that
we saw in the land are men of great stature. And there we saw the giants, the sons
of Anak, which come of the giants: and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers,
and so we were in their sight" (Num. 13:32,33). What sights the children of Israel
must have seen. What a race of supermen came from the mating of the sons of God
with the daughters of men. But God himself had the last word, and Joshua was able
to cut off these mighty men (Josh. 11:21-23). This should be a salutory lesson to us
that if God is on our side then no matter what size the odds, victory will be ours.
Conclusion

Well, there it is, the cradle of humanity. What strange and wonderful happenings
took place in those early days of creation. Angelic hosts, fallen angels. Satan. God's
efforts to control the all-pervading power of sin, giants stalking the earth. Some of
our brethren might be tempted to say, {Ssh, don't speak aloud about these things;
someone might hear and think we are crazy". Well, let them, I say. God is in control

as He always has been. When I look around the world today people seem to be
echoing the words of Satan as stated by Milton, "Better to reign in hell than serve
in heaven". If this is their choice then it is a free one, but in the meantime we must

do all we can to help and encourage them to look beyond time and to walk hand-inhand with the Eternal. All things are then possible.

(All questions please, to Alf Marsdcn, 66 Mitchell St., Newtown, Wigan, Lanes).
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SCRIPTURE
READINGS
FEBRUARY 1975
2-Daniel 9:3-19
Luke 15:11-32
9-1 Kings 3:1-15
Luke 16:1-18
16-Deut 15:1-18
Luke 16:19-31

23-2 Kings 17:24-41

Luke 17:1-19

THE BEST KNOWN PARABLE

MORE must have been said and written
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is sin in the sight of God, and the
searching requirements of the sermon on
the mount indicate His standard How far
we all come short each one knows in the

heart. God is love and we must be "per
fect as your heavenly Fatheris perfect".
Here is the supreme test and that is
where in the parable the elder brother
completely failed. We must remind our
selves often — and the weekly breaking
of bread assures it—we would be without

hope apart from the divine love manifested
so clearly in the life of our Saviour. "His

about the parable of the Prodigal Son
than any other of the parables);and yet

blood can make the vilest clean. His

it seems to come fresh and clear with

can be where the elder brother failed.

each reading. From the fact that all have
sinned we are all in the position of the
prodigal son even if we have not wasted
our substance in riotuos living. It comes

accordingly as a wonderful comfort that
the Father rejoiced to receive his son
back again, the main point in the story
being of course the return of the prodigal.
It is important that we should not miss

blood avails forme". Our greatest failure
The Unjust Steward
This par£U)le does present an aston

ishing

commendation

of

deceit

and

embezzlement, but we cannot attribute
the commendation to the Saviour. He is

Here is a rebuke for the Pharisees,
who were so critical of Jesus for letting

drawing a picture to point a lesson. It is
for His disciples primarily (16:1), but the
Pharisees were close by (16:14). The
steward had a vital responsibility like
Eliezer (Gen. 15:2) and Joseph (Gen.
41:41). He was abusing it, and upon
realising discovery immediately conceived
a plan to cover his future needs. His
master was generous enough to acknow
ledge his far-seeing prudence. The dis
ciples had left all and followed Jesus
but they were to face responsibility of
all kinds including the use of money
(Acts 4:32-37; 6:1:3). I suggest the
Saviour is ironical in suggesting friend
ship with wealth as a means of obtaining
"everlasting habitations" (16:9). The
story of unfaithfulness must teach faith

Himself down by consorting with tax-

fulness in the very smallest matters. He

gatherers and notorious sinners! They

has already taught them about the true
riches, and botb iax-gatherers and Phari
sees put store by material resources only,
becoming enslaved by them. Disciples
of Christ are subject to temptation in the
same way, and the warning comes to us

the very important but perhaps secondary
lesson, which comes from the picture of
the "righteous" son. He stayed with his
father

and did

not flout

his father's

authority. He had had all the benefits of
his home all the time, and considered
himself worthy of more attention than his
brother. So he was from standards of

justice, but towards his brother there was
no sense of the obligation of love. His
heart was completely out of tune with
his father's.

wore sinners themselves of a deeper dye

for they had turned obedience to God
into a mere formality and failed to obey
it themselves in its deeper and weightier
matters. They were loving the praise of
men more than the praise of God, and
instead of seeking the blessing of those

also in these days of comparative mat
erial prosperity. It is possible for money

who had lower moral standards than their

to become master instead of servant.

own, despised them — if not hating them.
There is always a danger of developing

The scoffing Pharisees were highly
thought of but were hostile to Jesus for
the very reason that they trimmed the
very law itself to suit their covetous and
adulterous purposes. Hence Jesus rebuked

the same attitude when we are conscious

of standing by a superior way of life. We
must bear in mind that one evil thought
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them, pointing out that many were accep
ting His teaching" (pressing to hear it -

15:1), and He was not contradicting j-jje
law they claimed to reverence but failed
to obey.

The Rich Man and Lazarus

Worldly riches and selfishness, already
so to speak under fire, are put in their

place by this very plain and striking
picture ofUfe and death. The respectable
and the disreputable rich are about and
how much every man and woman needs to
face up to the truth. There is one
certainty in life, that is death. There is
some doubt as to whether our homes are

burnt down or bombed accidentally or
purposely, and I suppose practically
everyone takes care to insure their lives

and homes against such possibilities,

The plan shortly and plainly indicated
involves frank and truthful behaviour. It
is recognised that there are bound to be
causes of stumbling, but they will be
lessened if the stern warning is heeded

and care taken to have always the for
giving spirit. I have a thought that there
are

two points in forgiveness. One is

the righting of a wrong mutually, pro
ducing "official" forgiveness, and the
other is what every Christian must always
have in his heart regardless of right or
wrong, willingness to be wronged without
resenting it and with prayer for forgiveness from God for the offender — which

of course is conditional on repentance.
Stephen said "Lord, lay not this sin to
their charge" Acts 7:60.

The disciples

sought increase of

there is no doubt whatever about

faith. Withthe teaching they are receiving

death. How much more important it must
be that thought is given to that certainty.
The suggestion that when we are dead
we are done for has never found accept

this is not surprising, and there is no
let up to the demands made upon them.
When we: have done all we should, we
shall still be behind. The parable of the

ance in any measure. Mankind instinc
tively expects future life.
Pew can
persuade themselves otherwise when
they view many of life's inequalities
and injustices. The Bible leaves us in
no doubt. There is too a kind of satis

that of the master expecting the slaves'
service have to be related to ways of
expressing truths in striking figures. I
understand the Rabbis of Jesus' time

but

mustard seed in relation to faith and

faction in feeling that such inequalities
as are here pictured must be righted. We
cannot get away from the terrifying nature

used the removal of mountains (or trees
as in this passage) to indicate estremely
wonderful things. The other figure in
dicates the impossibility of humankind

of the rich man's condition in Hades,

repaying God in service for

wrongly translated "hell" in the A.V.
Hades is the abode of departed spirits
of mankind awaiting the final day of
judgement. The sinful dead are shown
as being in a place of torment while the
righteous dead — as we must regard
Lazarus —are being comforted. The dying
robber forgiven by Jesus was promised
paradise, which would surely be equiva

goodness.

lent to "Abraham's bosom". Here are

two very striking points. The first that
it was too late for any communication to
pass to the richman's brothers. Secondly
that if scripture goes unheeded so will
the strongest possible evidence.
Lessons to Disciples
We should read 17:1-4 in connection
with Matthew 18:15-22 where Jesus gave
instructions on how to treat one another.

all His

The Grateful One

When we allow our minds to contem

plate the work of the Saviour over His

three years of service, we are appalled
to consider the cry "Crucify Him." on
that darkest and yet brightest day. Here
in our concluding reading, we see the
one out of ten healed lepers returning to
render thanks —and he a stranger! "God
so loves."

R.B.SCOTT

WE should work for the Lord as if it all

depended on us. We should pray to the

Lord as if it all depended on Him (which,
of course, it does).

11

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

attended the gospel meetings regularly.

NEWS FROM
THE CHURCHES
Buckle: The church is delighted to re
port the Baptism of Roma Flett. Our
Sister has been attending the Gospel
Meetings quite regularly, and decided to
put on Christ, after our Bro. Jack Nisbet
preached the gospel. The Baptismal
service took place in our Bro. and Sis.
William Piries' home after the Gospel
service. We pray that our Sister Roma
may serve God and his Church, accept
ably with reverance and Godly fear.
John Geddes

Bedminster, Bristol: It gives us much
joy to report the baptism, on Nov. 20th,
of Michael Jones, the son of brother and
sister Bill & Jean Jones. We thank the

Lord and pray that our young brother will
be blessed with a long life of service to
the Master.

L. DANIELL

We ask His blessing on them in their
new life and pray that we all might be
found faithful in His service. J. Kneller

Ulverston, Cumbria: The church here at

Ulverston is pleased to report the baptism
of Mrs Cynthia Thistlethwaite on Nov.

24th. We all pray that our new found
sister will be very happy in her new
found faith. Many thanks to the church
for their kind help. Sister Cynthia is
the wife of John Thistlethwaite.

scriptures with brother John Wood and
we rejoice in the result trusting that
they will be long spared to become
workers for the Master.

Bro. A Roberts, Sec.

Haddington, East Lothian: The church
here again rejoiced in the working of the
gospel when ayoung woman, Ruth Nisbet,
obeyed her Lord in baptism on Sunday
17th November. Ruth is the daughter of
brother and sister Jack and Alice Nisbet
been a scholar in the Bible

and has

Class for many years. May God bless her
and keep her in His way.
The church would like to thank our

brethren in Tranent for the kind use of

their meeting house and baptistry. Thanks
be to the Shepherd who leads His sheep.
We are overjoyed once again to report
the baptism of a young man, Thomas
Nisbet, who was immersed on Sunday 8th
December.

Thomas is the brother of

sister RuthNisbet, subject of our previous
report. We pray that the Lord will bless

these two young persons abundantly and
that they will remain faithful and will be
great assets to the church and the Master.

MARY MURDri:
Tranent: The church here rejoiced to see
two souls baptised into Christ on Sunday
24th November. They are Mrs Jean Hogg,

who has been attending the services for
the past month while Bro. P. Jones was
the speaker, and Aileen Colgan. Aileen
is the daughter of Bro. and Sis. David
Colgan. She was a member of the Sunday
School and later the Bible Class and has

J.T.

(Having met sister Cynthia may I add my
congratulations
Ed.)
Hayfield Road, Kirkcaldy: The church
here has been further encouraged by
witnessing brother and sister Pearson
(husband and wife) put on their Lord in
baptism. They have been studying the
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St. John's Lane, Bristol: Brother Jim
Blandford died on Sunday 20th October,
at the age of 85 years. The funeral
service was conducted by brother Len

Daniell on Thurs. 24th October. Brother

Blandford was a great character and
very zealous in the work of the church.
He was a C.O. during the first world
war. After the closing of the church in

Newport when one of his daughters moved
to Bristol he took the opportunity of

worshipping with the church in St. John's
Lane. For the last 18 months he was

living at Bristol and sought every means
to be at the meetings.

He will be sadly missed for he had a
place in all the hearts of those who
came to know him.

Len Daniell

Buckle, Scotland: On Monday 2nd Dec.
our aged sister, Maggie Bage, fell
asleep in Jesus. She came to know Jesus
as her Saviour early in life, and has
remained faithful. Because of bodily
weakness this past seven years she
was unable to enjoy the fellowship of
the Saints around the Lord's Table. We
mourn her passing, but "not as those
who have no hope", and earnestly pray

THE
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for that day when with those who have
gone before, we stand before Him, the
Lord of life and glory and hear His

He became a Christian as a young
man, and remained very loyal. He was
prepared to serve his Lord no matter
what the cost. He spent a period in
prison for conscience sake. The greater
part of his life was spent in South Wales

away of our Sister Lily Renshaw, the
wife ofBrother Roy. Sister Lily had been
seriously ill for a few weeks prior to her
death; she died on November 17th. late
in the night, at her home; she was aged
only 48 years.
Sister Lily was a constant worker for
her Lord, from being a member of the
Lord's church from her teenage years,
she was a great example to us all at
New Wellington St., as she devoted her
life to the service of the Lord. Bro. Roy
expresses his thanks for all who visited
Lily during her illness, and forthe cards,
letters and the concern and sympathy
shown to him during his time of difficulty,
we offer our prays for him at this time;
we shall all miss Lily but we know, that
she shall receive her just reward, for all

where

those who are faithful servants.

"Well done".

The burial took place from her neices

home our Sisters Sheila and Margaret
Innes, which was conducted by brethren
Geddes. Mair. Harper.
John GeddesBedminster, Ifoistol: It is with much
sorrow that we record the suddenpassing
of our brother Jim Blandford on Sunday
October 20th, at the age of 85.

he

served

the

churches

as

a

speaker. In his latter days he found a
spiritual home with the church at Bedminster. He was a source of inspiration
to all those who came into contact with

him, and it was his joy to speak of his
saviour.

To his sons and daughters we
commend the love of our Heavenly Father
who is able to do more than we ask or
think.
L. Daniell.

Blackburn, New Wellington St: It is with
deep sorrow that we report the passing

"I have fought a good fight, I have
finished my course, I have kept the faith
henceforth there is laid up forme a crown
of righteousness, which the Lord the
righteous judge, shall give me at that
day. and not to me only, but unto all
them that love his appearing".
T TYSON (Sec)
(Readers will recall the courage of our
sister expressed in the letter sent to the
"S.S," and printed last month. 'Blessed
are the dead who die in the Lord" Ed).
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THE QUALITY OF MERCY
SOCIOLOGISTS, these days, go off at a tangent on subjects like 'our present lifestyle' or 'the
quality of life'. I'm sure there must exist much room for improvement in the spiritual
lifestyle of each one of us and a lot that could be done to enhance the quality of our Spiritual
lives. It is said that the clmrch is the family of God and that therefore, members of the church

should exist as a large happy family. Sometimes the family is not as happy as perhaps it could
or should be. Friction sometimes arises because of what someone said, or is reputed to have said,
about someone else. Someone else is offended because of some slight or discourtesy received
at the hands of one of tiie brothers or sisters. Very often, when all the facts emerge, the offence

and discourtesy was a figment of someone's imagination, or at best was an exaggeration of the
intention of the words spoken. Incredible though it may seem it is not unknown to hear some
one say that they are not coming back to the gatherings of the church because of some alleged
cold-shoulder received from one of the church members. Thus we try to take our displeasure
out on God, for some matter that should be resolved between people. God must surely look
down upon us occasionally and wonder why we axe still behaving like little children. It is moreso

sad when small congregations are divided up due to personal differences amongst the few
members. The churches are too small in Britian to afford us the luxury of frustrating the work
of the Lord by the interference of any small petty personal differences. It is said that Lord
Nelson, (I think it was Lord Nelson), heard, in the middle of a battle, that two of his officers
were not on speaking terms because of some personal tiff. He got hold of the two men and made
them shake hands and pointed across the sea to the enemy ships and said, "There is the enemy,
gentlemen." Satan is the enemy, brethren. We should be fighting Satan not one-another.
A great deal of animosity could be avoided if we exercised a little more 'give and take'.
We should not be easily offended. We should also not easily give offence. My own mother osed
to say that if we couid treat each insult we received as if it were a compliment we would get
through life much easier. Think of the insults and abuse that Jesus endured, and the apostles.
Think of the suffering and torture that the martyrs endured for their faith. And do we take
offence at a few words, albeit clumsily spoken? Some have buDt up a reputation for being
easily offended and huffed. No doubt we are all guilty from time to time of passing an
untimely and hurtful word but if we were all to be equally forgiving towards such indiscretions
then the church would be the better for it, would it not? Our day to day relationships with one
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another should be seasoned and salted with large helpings of forgiveness and mercy. Our
forgiveness should be generous and unstinted. Shakespeare, as a poet, was ahnost as good as
the Scottish bard Robert Bums and he penned some truely immortal words (and I hope that

that typical Scottish prejudice won't offend too many of my friends south of the border). He
had some wonderful things to say about the quality of mercy and I refer, of course, to Portia's
entreaty to Shylock in "The Merchant of Venice", the words of which we were obliged, at
school, to commit to memory.

•The quality of mercy is not strained;
It droppeth as the gentle rain irom heaven
Upon the place beneath. It is twice blest:
It blesseth him that gives and him that takes.
'Tis mightiest in the mightiest; It becomes
The throned monarch better than his crown;

His sceptre shows the force of temporal power.
The attribute to awe and majesty.
Wherein doth sit the dread and fear of kings;
But mercy is above this sceptred sway.
It is enthroned in the hearts of kings.
It is an attribute to God himself;

And earthly power doth then show likest GJod's
When mercy seasons justice.

Solomon said, in Proverbs 18:19 that "A brother offended is harder to be won than a

strong city: and their contentions are like the bars of a castle". This need not be if our

forgiveness falls as gently and freely as the gentlerain from heaven. Are we harder to be won
than a strong dty? How is the quality of your mercy?

Very often we pray to God hppefuUy that He might forgive us our trespasses and yet at the
same time we might be very reluctant to forgive our brother some trivialmatter. Wedon't have
to wonder what God thinks of that situation. Jesus told a parable on one occasion to illustrate

the point. It was when Peter came and asked how often he should forgive his brethren their
trespasses against himand suggested that it migHt fairly be seven times, but Jesus saidj"Seventy
times seven". The Lord then went on to describe a king reckoning with his servants. One was

brought before him who owed him ten thousand talents and when it was found that he could
not pay wassentencedto be sold, together with his wifeand children.The man's pleadings and
grovellings so evinced the king'scompassion and pity that he cancelled the wholedebt. But that
same servant went out and encountered a fellowservant who owed him but a hundred pence and

took him by the throat, and in spite of all entreaties from the wretched man, had him cast into
prison. Word came of this to the king and he was consumed with wrath and confronted the
wicked servant with these words, "O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because
thou desiredst me: Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellowservant even as I

had pity on thee? "And his Lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he
should pay all that was due to him. So likewise shall my heavenly Father also do unto you, if
ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses" (Matt. 18:21-35).
How is the quality of our mercy? Do we pray to God for forgiveness and withhold it from
our brethren? If God was to "forgive us as weforgive our debtors" would He be able to forgive
us at all?

May it be brethren as we enter into 1975 that we shall endeavour to be more forebearing to
oneanother. Let us, as Paul puts it in Eph. 4:1-3 "...walk worthy of the vocation wherewith we
are called. With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;

endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace", and at the end of the same
chapter, "Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger,and clamour,and evilspeaking, be put away
from you, with all malice: And be ye kind to one'another, tenderhearted, forgiving one
another, even as God for CHirist's sake hath forgiven you".

EDITOR
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THE PRUNING KNIFE
"TO prune" according to the dictionary means to cut backexcessive growth in branches and to
remove dead wood.

We hear a lot about pruning at this time of the year and those of us who are keen on

gardening are to be found busily in the garden hacking away with the secateurs. However, how
many of us do a thorough job of pruning in the garden? "Oh yes", I hear you say, "I do the
roses every year" but what about the shrubs and trees,do you do them? No, I feelsurethat we
neglect to prune manythings in the garden and we promise ourselves tliat weshalldo them next
year, perhaps. If our conscience pricks us we may snip off a few little shoots andconsider it a
job well done.

Of course we all like to see a nice garden. If we are really keen we feed the plants in the

spring, keep them carefully weeded and when we are lucky enough not to have rainfor a few
days we rush oiit to 'Givethe poor thingssomewater'. We try and makesure that our precious
blooms have the best of everything. But plants need more than food and water - they need to

be cut backand pruned. Bycutting them back we are not stunting their powth; we are actually
promotingit. We are doing the plants a favour. Just consider how muchbetter off your garden
would have been this year if you had used the secateurs last year. The flowers would have been
bigger this year and certainly the branches would have been stronger (with no little 'straggly'
ones hanging down and disfiguring the shrub)' Take the apple tree, for instance, and think of
what becomes of it if we neglect to prune it. Weget a multitude of tiny little apples of little
value whereas if we had reduced the actual number of branches we would have allowed the

tree to concentrate all its strength into the production of several lovely big apples. Sometimes
we must be quite ruthless in our use of the pruning knife and nothing is to be gained by merely
clipping off the tips of the branches. All that we shall accomplish is the production of many

more tips to be clipped off the following year.The rosebush is surely a classic example of this.
If we want nice big beautiful blooms on the roses we must be quite vicious with the knife.
Is there not a lesson for us to learn from this and perhaps for the church to leam, as far as
our lives and characters are concerned? How often, for instance, do we really prune our lives?

Oh yes, we may do a little weeding here and there, getting rid of some of the little irritations
that enter into our lives, but do we ever embark on real pruning and cut back the things
which threaten to completely choke our spiritual lives? Like the . plants we get plenty
of food and water - we feed well on a diet of the word of God and soak up nourishment

in the church in worship and fellowship, but when last were we severly pruned? Perhaps we
think that we look alrightand that any stunting of growthwilleventually outgrowitself.Could
our lives, like the apple tree, be more fruitful, and like the rose, more beautiful,if we wereto
use the spiritual secateurs? Have we ever thought that we may have branches in our lives which
are holding us back; the little things that we drag along day after day. Think of all the bad
habits that we may have. Howbad are they? Are they keeping us back? If they are keeping us
back they must also be keeping the church back? Perhaps we havegrown used to them and
don't notice them any more. Perhapswe think that they are only little faults and only need

pricked off likethe shoots on the shrub -rest assured that they will be backagain soon. We must
attack them seriously and properly and cut thembackto the root - wemustput 'the axe to the:
root'.

God gave us the plants, trees and flowers but we liave to tend to tliem and cultivate them.
Every garden needsa husbandman. We all knowwhat a neglected garden lookslike. We all know
what neglected livesand characterslook like. I sometimes think of us as being,in many respects,
likeplants in a garden and the garden is the church. To keepthe garden (church) clean, tidy and
attractive we need to weed it and prune. Consider for a moment the congregation of which you
are a member - what are the plants in that garden like? Is it perhaps a small, but beautiful,

garden? Does it present a pretty sight to passers-by? or does it look a bit neglected? If we
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consider for a minute that people might be like insects, bees and butterflys can it be said tnat
our garden (our congregation) attracts them and has something to offer them? Or is it so that

when they see a neglected garden, overgrown somewhat with weeds, that they fly off somewhere
else? I have personally come across people who are unattracted to the church of our Lord, not
because of what it preaches and teaches, but beacuse of the unattractiveness of individual
members, no doubt myself included. Do we attract or repel those around us?

In conclusion may I suggest that we get around to giving ourselves a good pruning and 1
know full well that that is not an easy thing to do. Wouldn't it be lovely if we were all
humble enough to allow other members of the church to prune us; if we could just permit
them to point out our faults and weaknesses and help us to do something about it. Perhaps we
are too proud and we don't want anyone to see into our private lives; not even our brethren,
which is a pity. We can go to our doctor and say, "Something is not quite right with me, and
can you help me", but we apparently cannot do this with our brethren. We would have a very
healthy church if we could all do that. Shall we all try and learn to be able to do this and this

time next year we can look back and see if we, asa church, have grown healthier andstronger
and are more beautiful The rose expert cuts back to the last outward pointing bud so that the
coming growth will not be inwards but outwards and upwards. May it be that we shall attempt
to do the same, spiritually speaking, and may we too blossom forth outwards, towards our
fellow men, and upwards towards our Father in heaven.
Happy gardening.
Sister A. Birch (Una), Hull Gate Hindley).

rr IS MY PSALM — IS rr yours ?
PERFECT REST-"HE MAKETH ME TO LIE DOWN IN GREEN PASTURES" Psahn 23:2

Margin:

"Pastures of tender grass".
"And shall go in and out, and find pasture" John 10:9.
The Lord Jesus knew how vital and necessary it was for His disciples, to "rest awhile".
And He said unto them, "Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while; for
there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure so much as to eat" Mark 6:31.
E.H. Bickersteth in that lovely hymn says:-

"Come ye yourselves apart and rest awhile.
Weary, I know it, of the press and throng.

Wipe from your brow the sweat and dust of toil,
And in My quiet strength again be strong.
Come ye, and rest: the journey is too great.
And ye will faint beside the way and sink,
The bread of life is here for you to eat.
And here for you the wine of love to drink."
Weary...the press and throng...the sweat and dust of toil.
"Come apart...and rest a while."
"Be stiU, and know that I am God." Psalm 46:10
"Their strength is to sit still". Isaiah 30:7
Ohj how I have neglected this ministry of coming apart, too busy at times, to follow the example
of Mary "which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his word" Luke 10:39.1 have like Martha been
"cumbered about much serving" Luke 10:40.
"He Maketh Me to Lie Down"
Let us remember that we do not lie down to feed but to rest. We can have no doubt that

the shepherd would have led his sheep to feed first on those pastures of tender grass, and after
partaking would be glad to see them lie down and rest.
"He maketh me to lie down:—

Not standing that could speak of service. Not walking that would tell of journeying.

—

'
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Not sitting that could be to learn.
Lie down - happy - contented - calm - quiet.

How marvellous is this Psalm of ours, how thankful we should be to our loving Heavenly

Father,for wordswhichcreate so many beautiful pictures.The Chinese say one picture is worth
ten thousand words, if that is correct, let us read our own Psalm again, and see how many
pictures come to our minds. Certainly the pastoral people of that day would well understand
these words which brought so many pictures before them. Shepherd...Sheep...Green Pastures...
Still Waters...Restoration...Paths of Righteousness;;;Walking through the Valley,„The Rod and
the Staff...the Table prepared...the Anoiting with Oil...the Cup running over...Goodness and

Mercy...Dwelling in the House of the Lord for ever. Maybe our minds wander to the Lake
District, to the Lowlands of Scotland, to the Highlands of Scotland, to the valleysand mountains
of Wales, to the counties of Devon, Cornwall, Somerset, Dorset, and many other places where
we may have had the joy of seeing so many of these pictures.
"In pastures green: He leadeth me."
"And where the verdant pastures grow
With food celestial feedeth."

PERFECT REST -

"HE MAKETH ME TO

LIE DOWN IN GREEN PASTURES".

"Green Pastures"

Green is a beautiful colour. One of the most pleasant of all colours for the eye to rest upon,

but do you know why the grass is green in the gardens and mjadows? Dale Carnegie quotes:Charles F. Kettering, the guidmg genius of General Motors Research Laboratories, has been
giving Antioch College thirty thousand dollars a year out of his own pocket to try to discover
why pass is green. He declares that if we knew how grass is able to transform sunlight, water,
and carbon dioxide into food sugar, we could transform civilisation.Wecannot understand why,
as Joseph Parker once said:- "No man can define God, or Truth, or Life, or Love. They are
original and indefinable terms. We know many things without being able to define them".
Of course there are many things we cannot understand, I don't know how a Red Cow, eats
green grass, gives white mUk, which is turned into yellow butter, but I am thankful to our
loving Heavenly Father who knows all the answers, and provides those things that are
beneficial to countless millions of people in the world. "He causeth the grass to grow for the
cattle, and herb for the service of man: that he may bring forth food out of the earth"
Psalm 104:14. There is also a lovely thought in Psalm 147:8, take a little time to "come aside"
for a few moments of quiet meditation on these inspired words. "Who covereth the heaven with
clouds, who prepareth rain for the earth, who maketh grass to grow upon the mountains."
Well might John McNeill remind us: "A blade of grass is very simple, and there are millions
of them in the fields. But all the scientists in the world couldn't make one blade of grass'.'V/ith

the Psalmist we say: "All thy works shall praise thee, O Lord; and thy saints shall bless thee"
Psalm 145:10.

"AND SHALL GO IN AND OUT' AND FIND PASTURE" John 10:9.

Our loving Heavenly Father never intended that we should keep feeding and lying down
in green pastures, by all means have a good feed, and have a good rest, but remember the three
words "IN AND OUT". "And shall go in and out, and find pasture".
IN FOR PRAYER
IN FOR SANCTIFICATION
IN FOR STRENGTH
IN FOR REST
IN FOR GETTING
IN FOR PEACE
IN FOR FELLOWSHIP

OUT FOR
.... OUT FOR
OUT FOR
OUT FOR
OUT FOR
OUT FOR

PREACHING.
DEDICATION
BATTLE
LABOUR
GIVING
SERVICE

OUT FOR SUFFERING

We quote CH. Spurgeon:"HE SHALL GO IN"

He shall be privileged to go in among the divine family, sharing the children's bread, and
participating in all their honours and enjoyments. He shall go in to the chambers of communion.
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to the banquets of love, to the treasures of the covenant, to thestorehouses of the promises.
He shall go in unto the King of kings in the power of the Holy Spirit, and the secret of the
Lord shall be with hun".

"HE SHALL GO OUF'

"This blessing is much forgotten, We go out into the world to labour and suffer, but what a
mercy to go in the name and power of Jesus! We are called to bear witness to the truth, to

cheer the disconsolate, to warn the careless, to win souls, and to glorify God;and as the angel
said to Gideon, "Go in this thy might", even thus the Lord would have us proceed as His
messengers in His name and strength". The secret of having"Perfect Rest", will only be found
in its fulness, if we allow the victorious Christ,to take possession of our lives. He slewdeath by
dying, and if we want the radiant life, the abundant life, the Lord Jesus can give, we must
follow His example by dying daily"..
PERFECT REST - "HE MAKETH ME TO LIE.DOWN IN GREEN PASTURES".

This month's exercise: Learn by heart the Seven In's and Out's and Mark 6:31, and may the
Lord's richest blessing be your portion. Leonid Morgan
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1567.15
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GRAND TOTAL

Audited and found correct ASCOBBIE

1567.15

10.1.75

FROM THE TREASURER

A comparison between our balance in hand this year and that of last year shows a drop
of exactly twelve pounds. That is a good sign but if it was £12.00 up it would be far better.
The generosity of the response to our last appeal was excellent, I am hopeful that Churches and
individuals will remember their promises and that 1 shall hear from them in the near future. I

have received one donation of £50.00 from among the many who promised.
The cost of printing the Scripture Standard is now £2.60. per month up on this time last
year, over the year that alone is£31.20. Steep risesin postal charges are expected, this year our
bill is higher by £10.00 over 1973.

Three ways to help. Please send yoursubscription NOW. If you canbe generous, please help
NOW. Try and get a new subscriber, doubling our number of subscribers would solve the

problem 'at a stroke'. In all things ask the Lord's blessing, Paul Jones, (Treasurer).
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OPEN WINDOWS
"BRING ye all the tithes into the storehouse, and prove me now herewith", saith the Lord of
Hosts, "if I wiU not open you the windows of Heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there
shall not be room enough to contain it", Malachi 3:10.
"There are windows in Heaven,
So the Bible tells;
All good gifts come from Heaven
Where our Father dwells."

We can be sure that the windows of Heaven are open for God to hear .His children's cries,
and to supply their every need. "Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above" James 1:17.

^0^

Rain and sunshine fall alike on the just and the unjust, Matt. 5:45. in this much God is
impartial, but His spiritual blessings of Love, Joy, Peace and such like belong only to those
who obey His word, for these come through active faith on the part of the believer.
Israel was not receiving God's blessing for they refused to obey His commandments and

served other Gods. If they would return to God, giving to Him His dues, then greater benefits
would be given to them - overflowing blessings. Such also may come to us when we obey from
the heart God's teaching.
"Jesus came down from Heaven,
To suffer, bleed, and die.
That we might be forgiven
And live with Him on high."

God's greatest gift from above must be the giving of His only bdoved Son. "For God so

loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoeve^r believeth in Him should
not perish, but have everlasting life" John 3:16. The greatest gift of Jesus, was Himself. He
divested Himself of divine glory, took upon Himself our nature, was made in the likeness of
sinful man, humbled Himself, becoming obedient unto death, that we might become the

righteousness of God in Him Phil. 2:5-11; 2 Cor. 5:21. Because of this, God hath highly
exalted Him,giving Him a nameaboveothers, at which,every knee shallbow and everytongue
confess that He is Lord to the glory of God.
Through His offering He is able to save those who come unto God by Him, Heb. 7:25;
Through His Name we receive forgiveness of sins. By His blood we are cleansed. In Him we
have Peace with God and are reconciled.
"If we walk with the Saviour

Faithfully below.
We His grace and favour
Eternally shall know."

Let us notice God's "if. "If I will not open to you the windows of Heaven". Why if on
God's part? Because man is a free agent with power to accept or reject the willof God. God's
promises are allconditional. To Israel Hesaid,"Now therefore,if ye willobey my voice indeed,
and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto Me above all people"Exodus

19:5.Godhasnot changed. He is stillthe same today.Hear, believe, and obey isstill the way to
God's promises and blessings. If we would enjoy the fulness of God's promised blessings we
must walk faithfully the path that Jesus trod. If we would share God's fellowship in the
future, we must walk in His fellowship now. If we would receive *from Heaven, through His
open windows, the overflowing and satisfying gifts of God then we should give our all to
Him, that we might give praise and gjory to His high and Holy Name.
Let our prayer be,

"So, open Thy windows, O Lord, to me.
Send me a blessing, so lovingly;
Open Thy windows, dear Lord, I pray.
Pour out a blessing, O Lord, to-day.

TOM KEMP
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Conducted by

'Tidn box

Alt Marsden

"In times of ^ef and adversiQ' Christians aie supposed to be comforted by theii faith. How
does this comfort come?"

1 have chosen this question because there are times in our lives when we all need to be comforted.
Our loved ones die and leave us grief-stricken and desolate. We see the emaciated bodies of our
brethren and friends and our hearts bleed because of the suffering they have to endure. Lines
are etched on faces by nnxiety and concern for those of our loved ones who may be passing
through some of the traumatic experiences of life. Tlie Christian religion may very well be
fertile soil for skilled and informed debate and discussion, but surely, it is in the dark and
inhospitable days that the balm of God needs to be administered; when the scoring of
debating points seems not to matter, and the fervent longing for love, compassion, and
companionship seem to be all-important. Our God DOES administer the balm. We must present
the wound to him..

Comfort through Christ
Comfort, by definition, means 'relief in affliction', 'consolation', 'conscious well-being'.
Simeon, says the scripture 'was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel' (Luke
2:25)' For what, or whom, was Simeon waiting? Well, the Holy Spirit told him 'that he
should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ' (v 26). Is Jesus our consolation? It
was he who said, "Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 1 will give you rest".
Have you ever, in your mind's eye, seen Jesus bowed beneath the weight of the cross,
bearing it to the place of crucifixion? Wlien those languid eyes were turned upon his tormentors
did they see the love and compassion there, yes, even for them? The sufferings that we have to
endure are very real, acute, and painful, and we should never try to minimise them. But surely
Jesus can help us? He can console and .comfort. He did to Paul and his companions, because
Paul was able to say, "For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also
aboundeth by Christ" (2 Cor. 1:5).

Comfort through the Holy Spirit
Shortly before his crucifixion, Jesus said, "It is expedient for you that 1 go away: for if 1
go not away, the comforter will not come unto you; but if 1 depart, 1 will send him unto you"
(John 16:7). Tliis Comforter is the Holy Spirit. In John 14:16 Jesus said "I will pray the
Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever". You
will notice the word 'another'. This reiterates what we have said, that Jesus is our comforter as
well.

When translating for Holy Spirit, the translators have given us such translations as, 'helper',
'advocate'. From the word PARAKLEETOS we have the word 'Comforter.'Perhaps the thought
is; 'one to help, like an advocate'. That being true, we understand that the Spirit stays by our
side to assist us in life's struggles. He helps us in our weaknesses, said Paul when he wrote to the
church at Rome, because we many limes don't know what lo pray for, but He takes our
prayers and presents them to God in a way which is favourable to us. When Paul wrote to
Ephesus he said, "That he would grant you according to the riches of his glory, to be
strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts by
faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able lo comprehend with all saints
what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ, which
passeth knowledge, that ye may be filled with all the fulness of God" (Eph 3:16-19). That is
help indeed. Out of weakness into strength bccause of the in-dwelling of the Holy Spirit.
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AN UNNECESSARY COMMAND
ABOUT two years ago, or so, in connection with my employment, I had occasion to inspect
some structural alterations which had been carried out on a large church building belonging to
theElim Pentecostal Church. Included intherenovations was theconstruction od a very modem
baptistry, obviously at great expense, and I remarked to the person who was conducting me
around how gratifying thiswas to seeand howimportant baptism must be to them. Adiscussion

onthe subject naturally ensued and upon taking my leave I was given a very well produced tract
entitled "Why Water Baptism". The tract had sub-headings entitled "Sprinkling or Baptism by
immersion"; "Baptism by Immersion - The only Mode in Apostolic Days"; "Scriptural Proof
that Baptism means immersion"; "Conditions for Receiving the Ordinance"; "Baptism - A
Command" and after reading all the material relating to these sub-headings I had toagree with
almost all that was said. The next sub-heading however was a bitofa come-down; "Baptism Not Necessary to Salvation". The following was thetext below the sub-heading:- "There isno
Scripture whatever for this error called baptismal regeneration. We are saved byrepentance and
faith in the Lord Jesus. The blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin (1 John 1:9) notthe
waters of baptism. But it is necessary to obedience. Do you want to obey the Lord? Then follow Him by going through the waters of baptism."

The expression of these sentiments onbaptism are fairly typical of many of the religious
denominations and most of us will have had many similar such experiences but I never cease
to be amazed at the way men come over very strongly for baptism for thewrong reasons. To
my simple mind the tract was criminally misleading to the seeker after truth andso I wrote to

the Elim Publications Board at the London Headquarters on February, 1974, expressing my
feelings in as mild a fashion as possible. The tract was written by a Mr. C.J.E. Kingston and I
asked him to explain his, to me, contradictory statement that baptism was necessary to be
obedient toGod butnot necessary for salvation. After all, ifbaptism is necessary to beobedient

to God itis necessary to salvation - for only those obedient to God will receive salvation. Seeing

that Mr. Kingston could Hnd no scripture whatever to justify the error caUed baptismal regeneration 1 suggested the following to him and asked for his comments:-

John's baptism was for the remission of sins (Mark 1:4; Matt. 3:6) and so is Christ's
baptism (see Acts 2:38).

Baptism is a condition of salvation (Mark 16:16)
Baptism is for the washing away of sins (Acts 22:16)
Baptism frees us from sin (Rom. 6:3,7,17,18)

Baptism saves us - the like figure whereunto baptism doth also now-save us (1 Pet. 3:21)
Baptism a necessary ingredient inusbeing born again (John 3:5)
Baptism puts usinto Clirist - this is how we put on Christ (Gal. 3:27)
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Mr. Kingston replied a week or two later and I am sorry that space does not allow me to
print the entire text ofhis answer —suffice to say that, to me, it was most unsatisfactory. A
clue to his thinking on the subject of baptism may, however, beapparent in his definition of
"Baptismal Regeneration" bearing in mind that he said in the tract that he could find no

scriptural justification for the error caUed baptismal regeneration - I quote, "Mr. Gardiner, it
seems to me, has misunderstood what is meant by the term 'Baptismal Regeneration . By this
term 1 refer to the dogma that a child, by the waters of baptism, is thereby regenerated and

made a member of Christ's church, irrespective of any consent by himself or repentance onhis

part. The Book ofCommon Prayer in its order for baptism, after the child has been baptised.
says, 'Seeing now... that this chUd is regenerated and grafted into Christ's church let us give
thanks...' Thus when I said, 'There is no scripture whatever for 'baptismal regeneration' these
words must be understood to refer to the teaching that regeneration can be obtained by the

sprinkling of a few drops ofwater upon a young child, or for that matter by an adult being
baptised by total immersion ifsuch baptism is not preceded by true repentance and faith in
Christ..." Wonder what gave Mr. Kingston the impression that that's what I thought 'Baptismal

regeneration' meant. Mr. Kingston is of course right when he says that there is no scriptural
backing for that conception of 'Baptismal Regeneration' but Mr. Kingston is wrong when he

says that there is no scriptural justification for 'Baptismal Regeneration

Mr Kingston also briefly commented upon Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; Rom. 6:3,4 and
John 3:5 and a fair suihmary might be that notwithstanding these scriptures we are saved

only by the grace of God; not works: we are saved by the blood ofChrist and the "rite of
baptism cannot free us from sin".

I repUed toMr. Kingston on the 4th April, 1974, and raised many points with him upon the
subject ofNewTestament baptismal regeneration. I also took the opportunity ofpointing out
that men are saved by thegrace of God but not only by the grace of God. Men are saved by
faith but not only by faith, Man issaved by theBlood ofChrist butheisalso saved byhis own
repentance. Men aresaved bybaptism but not by baptism alone.

I suggested that Mr. Kingston should carefully and consciously qualify his statements in
future for men are saved by, at least, the following:-

God (1 Tim. 4:10)
Christ (Matt. 1:21)
By ffis life (Rom. 5:10)

By His death (Rom. 5:10)
By His blood (Rom. 5:9)
By the gospel (1 Cor. 15:1)
By grace (Eph. 2:8)
By Faith (Rom. 5:1)

By trust (Rom. 8:24)
By words (Acts 11:4 ; Jas. 1:21)

By obedience (1 Peter 4:17)

By caUing on Lord's name (Acts 2:21)
By repentance (Acts 2.:38)
By baptism (Mark 16:16 ; 1 Peter 3:21)
By ourselves (Acts 2:48)
By endurance (Matt. 10:22)

By works (Jas. 2:24)

How can any genuine and reasonable Bible student select any particular one item from the
above list and exclude all the others? I again asked Mr. Kingston to comment on 1 Peter 3:1

"...baptism doth also now save us..." and reconcUe itwith his own contention that baptism does

not also now save us—also comment upon Acts 22:16 and explain why Paul was instructed to
arise and bebaptised and wash away his sins, ifbaptism could play no part issuch a cleansing.
To date I have had several letters from the Director of Publications at the London Head

quarters hinting that a reply may yet come from Mr. Kingston but Iam still hopefully waiting.
Meanwhile many hundreds of searchers after the truth throughout the country are reading

the attractive littie coloured tract "Why Water Baptism".

The only reason I mention this incident at all is tiiat it is so typical, and our younger
members should be warned about the kind of attitude to expect from the religious worid
outside. This doctrine of 'only beUeve' isso widely held and preached among the 'evangeUcal'

denominational bodies inthis country tiiat it must surely be one oftiie greatest ^umphs of
Satan and the greatest stumbling block to the preaching of the true gospel of Christ.

^
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One final thought - the evident reluctance of Mr. Kingston to defend the statements he

professes to believe. Aconviction which isnot worthdefending mustsurely not be worth holding.
Surely we should alwaysbe ready for a defence of the gospel and keen alWays to givean answer
for the hope that lies within us. In fact we should welcome a challenge to what we believe, or
hold dear, and be quick to uphold and defend it no matter what the cost. After all, history
recounts that fact that men of courage have suffered torture and even physical death for what
they believe, let alone defend it in print. Can any of the readers of the "S.S." explain how it
would be possible to reconcile the two sub-headings in the tract viz."Baptism - A Command"
and "Baptism —Not Necessary to Salvation" and how it is possible to ignorea 'command* of

Godand yet be saved? Is this then whatmight be described asan unnecessary command?
EDITOR

^

"AS 'ITHERS SEE US"
THE following article is reproduced, without comment, from the August issue of the "Firm
Foundation". At least now we know for sure what our brethren across the Atlantic really think
of us.

Ed.

"THE CHURCH IN GREAT BRITAIN"

WE recently had the pleasure of preaching in a "Campaign" in Birmingham, England, in whicha
team of personal workers recruited by Vurel Vick and directed by Emmett Channel were
engaged. Birmingham is a city of more than a million with another two million in the environs.
The church there is 150 years old, and once numbered 600 members with 12 elders. Then

apostasy took its toll. At the bottom of the decline eight souls remained. A remnant was
rescued by the late John Allen Hudson in his efforts of 1937. As the churches went further into

the apostasies of the 'co-operation'', only two infinitesimally small churches were saved, of
which Birmingham was one. Allen Daniel preaches there, and is doing a remarkable job.
Desiring to ' have somefruit amongyou also", and to becomebetter acquaintedwith British
brethren, we made the trip. The church of some 70 memberswas strengthened and a number
were baptized, but one of the serendipities was the inspiration and increase in confidence
experienced by the workers. They will be worth more for the kingdom for the rest of their lives.
The church is in a state of unrest throughout Britain. They believe different thingsand their
practices may vary from city to city. Brethren are fragmented because they are suspicious of
each other. Some hold to a past they cannot give up, which includes such practices as mutual

ministry, and one cup, while others, swinging to the other extreme, engage in almost open
membership. In some places the church is growing, in others it is shrinking. We now havesome^
70 congregationsin Great Britain, and a dearth of preachers.

Britain, like all of Europe, is a ' hardfield". Less than 3%of the people attend any religious
communion at all. The people are extremely materialistic. They are completely disgustedwith
organized religion and especially feel that tlae denominational churches have nothing to offer.
Theyhave sufferedfromwar, from shortages, from privationand hard work. They seldomsmile.
One doesn't battle denominational error in Britain. Hebattles apathy, hopelessness, materialism

and total atheism. 75% of those baptized fall away, but then, they are a part of a nation in
which only 3% attend anyway. Some fall away because of the exclusiveness of the fellowship
and some simply because they do not see the need for attendance.

The churches are all smalland suffer from lack of teaching and leadership, but the trend is
slowly changing. The Birmingham church has sent out eight members in the past five years to
work with other churches. It might have been more profitable to keep them all together and
train them to build self-propagating churches by development of leadership. Then the congre
gation could really be of help to others. In many cases American workers have come to Britain

with no plan and inadequate support, and have worked a few months and have gonehome.
Britain could use three orfour dozen good elders who know how to plan thestrategy for buUding
churches and converting people. Since there is nolanguage barrier, elders might consider going
•to this mission field where they are as badly needed as preachers are. We have urged on^y
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preachers to go into mission fields. How aboutelders going? They would at least bein a better
position to understand preachers' problems in England.

The brightest works, of course, arein new towns among young people. Too often, out of
deference to small and unproductive works, wehave stood back when weought to have pushed
ahead. In some places new converts are being encouraged to start meeting in theirhomes, and
some have moved the furniture out of one room and installed a pulpit and pews. As they out

grow thatarrangement, this totally indigenous church will fulfill its mission inthecommunity.
There is a small preacher school in Northern Ireland, run by Joe Nisbet, which is doing a

good job in Belfast, Irish preachers who will stay in Ireland and preach the gospel rather than
come to America to preach for American churches arebeing trained there This school should be
encouraged and strengthened. It doesn't make sense tous to send a whole group ofmissionaries
to another country at great expense to convert and train preachers to preach to American
churches A common language makes it easy for Americans to work in Britain, but it also
makes it easy to drain Britain of thepreaching talent which it has and which isso badly needed
t^ere.

There are a number of cities in Britain of over one million, with no church. Why not pick

out one of these cities and set yourself to the long and arduous task of finally planting the
church there? A good way to start might be to insert ads in the local paper and begin a
oorrespondence program. This could be done inadvance of any pubUc effort, and for pennies

compared vvith a preaching program. We would like to see some church, or some dedicated
sister for that matter, undertake the experiment. We believe it would pay off.

IT IS MY PSALM — IS IT YOURS ?
"They may say the devil has never lived,
They may say the devil is gone,
But simple people would like to know
Who carries the business on?"

PERFECT SAFETY - "IN THE PRESENCE OF MINEENEMIES" Psalm 23:5

IT would be true to say, I feel sure, that some people do not like thispicture of David, having a

good feast in the presence ofhis enemies. In the old days it is said that "the conquerors would,
celebrate their victory by a feast. In order to enhance their savage glee, theywould bring into

thebanqueting hall, and chain to the piUars, leading captives taken from theenemy. And there
the conquerors sat, and feasted, and drank confusion to their enemies, theenemies meantime
tugging at their chains and gnashing their teeth in impotent rage". That picture offends, they
would say, because ourHeavenly Father isa God oflove, and thethought of David gloating over
his enemies, does not seem to fit their reasoning. But could there notbeanother explanation?
Ofcourse there is. It is quite possible today forthechildren ofGod, to have a glorious feast in
thepresence of their enemies. David said:- "Thou preparest a table before me inthepresence
of mine enemies". As one who believes the scriptures to be inspired of God,and areprofitable

for my learning, I will accept David's affirmation at itsface value, and seek to edify myself with
its lessons. We have no need whatever, to speculate on the enemies of the one who kept his

father's sheep, but we do need to getto grips with our own, God's children can beasdogmatic
as this man, and say with all clarity'- "Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of
mine enemies". We wrote at length on the prepared table,inlast month'sissue of the Scripture

Standard, this month we will concentrate on the phrase, "In the presence of mine enemies".
That we areliving ina mad world, isan understatement, hell seems to beletloose, theworld,
the flesh, and thedevU, are ontherampage. The empire of evil isprevalent and at its head isthe
arch-enemy of the human soul, and the word ofGod says pfhim, "thegreat dragon... thatold

serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole worid". Revelation 12:9.
We must never under estimate our adversary, and it will help us greatly, if weget to know our

enemy better. Let us keep this thought for^iribst inour minds at this moment, the Devil isafter

our souls, and remember they are very precious. Jesus said: "And fear not them which kill thie
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body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul

andbodyin hell" Matthew 10:28."For whatisa manprofited, if he shall gain the whole world,
and lose his own soul? or what shalla man give in exchange for his soul" Matt. 16:26. Our
souls constitute a battle ground, and the opponents are our arch-«nemy and God. Forget the
picture of the devil, wth horns and a black cloak,floating about from place to place—but be
on your guard, he is very muchalive, and if you are in any doubt, read the morning newspapers.
If you have any furtherdoubts, let the searchlight of God,examine your ownlife,that slave of
Christ, the Apostle Paul was under no delusions, listen to these words:- "For I know that in me

(that is,in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing, for to will is present withme;but howto perform
that which isgood I find not. For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not,
that I do. ...O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?"
Romans 7:18,19,24. No hiding of the sharp flint, no covering up of the true facts, he knew the
power of the Devil, but thanks be to God, he also knewwho had the answer to hisproblems.
"I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. SO then with the mind I myself serve the lawof
God; but with the flesh the law of sin" Romans 7:25.

Weneed to remind ourselves that we are fighting a personal DevU.
ONE WHO CAN TALK:"Yea hath God said" Genesis 3:1

"Doth Job fear God for nought? Job 1:9
"If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread"

"If thou be the Son of God,cast .thyself down: for it is written. He shall give his
angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shallbear thee up, lest at any
time thou dash thy foot against a stone"

"All these things will I give thee,if thou wiltfalldown andworship me" Matt.4:3,6,9,
ONE WHO IS A MURDERER* AND A LIAR:-

Jesus sail:— "Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye willdo. Hewas
a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him.

When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh ofhis own: for he isa liar, and the father ofit" John 8:44.
ONE WHO IS A DECEIVER:-

Paul said:- "LestSatanshould get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of hisdeWces"
2 Cor. 2:11. "Put on the whole armour of God, that ye maybe ableto standagainst the wiles
of the devil" Eph. 6:11.
ONE WHO IS AN ANGEL OF LIGHT:-

Paul said:- "And nomarvel; forSatanhimselfistransformed intoanangel of light"2Cor.l1:14.

^

ONE WHO GOES ABOUT AS A ROARING LION:Peter said:- "Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour" 1 Peter 5:8.
ONE WHO IS A SINNER:-

John said:- "He thatcommitteth sin isof thedevil; for thedevU sinneth from thebeginning.
For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the
devil" 1 John 3:8.

ONE WHO HAS THE POWER TO TAKE AWAY THE WORD:-

Jesus said:- "And these are they by the wayside, where the word issown; but when they
have heard, Satan conjeth immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their
hearts" Mark 4:15.

ONE WHO HAS THE POWER TO SIFT YOU AS WHEAT:-

The Lord said:- Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hathdesired to have you, that he may siftyou
as wheat". Luke 22:31.

ONE WHO HAS POWER TO BLIND THE MINDS:-

Paul said:- "In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe

not, less the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto
them" 2 Cor. 4:4.
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ONE WHO HAS POWER TO BUFFET THE CHILD OF GOD:Paul said:- "And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the reve

lations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest
I should be exalted above measure. 2 Cor. 12:7.

ONE WHO HAS POWER TO HINDER THE WORK OF THE SAINTS OF GOD:Paul said: - "Wherefore we would have come unto you, even I Paul, once and again; but Satan
hindered us" 1 Tliess. 2:18.

PERFECT SAFETY - "IN THE PRESENCE OF MINE ENEMIES" Psalm 23:5

My brother, my sister, do not be discouraged by the power of your enemy and mine, and
bear this in mind, the fiery darts of the Devilwill be aimed at you... yes you. He is not troubled
about those who are already his, and I have no doubt that what he holds, he likes to keep. He is
not concerned about the killer, the bomber, the alcoholic, the drug addict, the confirmed

gambler, the filthy tongue of the sordid story-teller, those who attack and rob the old folks, the
blasphemer - they belong to him. The word of God says:- The heart is deceitful above all
things,and desperately wicked: who can know it? Jeremiah 17:9. Take courage, the word defeat
was not in the vocabulary of the Lord Jesus, it was to be victory, victory, victory, all the way.
"It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God". "It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God". "Get thee
hence, Satan: for it is written, Tliou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou
serve". Then the devil leaveth him. Matt. 4:4,7,10,11. The triumph was to be the Lord's. "Now

is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. And I, if I be
lifted up from theearth, will draw all men unto me' John 12:3 32.He slew death bydying, so
the writer of the Hebrews said:- "That through death he might destroy him that had the power
of death, that is, the devil" Hebrews 2:14. How can we have complete victory over the Devil,
the solution surely is given to us by the Apostle James chapter 4 verse 7. "Submit yourselves
therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you".
SUBMIT

RESIST

SUBMIT TO GOD

resist the devil.

And the Lord's richest blessing be your portion.

This month's exercise: Read Ephesians 6:10-24 and learn by heart James 4:7.
LEONARD MORGAN.

Couduoted by
Air Marsdeu

•tion box
COULD you please comment on the relationship between baptism and the church?
IN the N.T., the Greek word EKKLESIA, translated church, means a 'called out' group, or

'assembly' - not necessarily areligious one. Applied to Christians, the ones who are 'called out'
are said to be 'in Christ' and so they comprise the church. In its universal aspect, EKKLESIA is

applied tothebody ofChrist, for in Eph. 1:22,23 we read, "And (God) hath putall things under
his (Christ's) feet, and gave him to be thehead over allthings to thechurch, which ishis body,
the fulness of him that fiUeth all in all".

Soin our study wehave to learn something about the ones who are 'called out', for they will
be 'in Christ',and consequently members of 'his body' whichis 'the church'.
The Called

When we speak about 'the called' we must appreciate tha,t they arecalled by someone. It is
God who calls, and hence the call is a divine call. Way back in Jeremiah we read,"I have sent
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also unto you all my servants the prophets, rising up earlyand sending them, saying. Return ye
now every man from his evil way, and amend your doings, and go not after other Gods to serve
them, and ye shall dwell in the land which I have given to you and your fathers: but ye have not
inclined your ear, nor hearkened unto me" (Jer. 35:15). In this case God's call was ineffective,
but you can see the basic ingredients of the call:a) it is divine in origin
b) it asks for a return from sin

c) it is a call to repentance
d) it presupposes obedience
e) it promises a better state

In the N.T., God's call is centred in Christ, "God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto
the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord" (1 Cor. 1:9). This was written "Unto the

„

church of God which is at Corinth" (v.2). They (the church) were sanctified in Christ Jesus,
and they were saints by calling. They had responded to that call by they themselves calling on
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul taught the Romans that "the same Lord over all is rich
unto all that call upon him. For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved"

(Rom. 10:12,13). He then enlarges on this theme and states that the call comes through the
gospel and that the gospel must be obeyed (w 15,16). Therefore, we can say that the 'called out'

are those who have responded to God's initiative and have obeyed the gospel.
Obedience is essential to belief. It is not sufficient to give mental assent only to the gospel;
This is a mistake that so many people have made and are still making. In his letter to Rome,
Paul said, "Know ye not, that to Whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are
to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? But God be
thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of
doctrine which was delivered you" (Rom. 6:16,17). What was the teaching which had been
delivered? Paul makes this clear in his first letter to Corinth, "For I delivered unto you first of
all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;
And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures"
(1 Cor. 15:3-5). This, he says, was the gospel which they had received, and where in they stood
(v.l). Wecan rest assured that the gospel as preached to Rome would have been the same as that
preached to Corinth.
In Christ

We have now seen that 'the call' is the gospel, and therefore implicitin our 'calling on the
name of the Lord' is the fact that we are willing to be obedient to the gospel, and the basic
ingredients of the gospel are the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. In his letter to Rome,
Paul establishes a remarkable relationship between baptism and the gospel. "Know ye not", he
says, "that so many of us as were baptised into Jesus Christ were baptised into his death?
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death; that like as Christ was raised up from
the dead, by the glory of the Father, even so we also should rise to walk in newness of life. For
if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of
his resurrection" (Rom. 6:3-5).
From this we can see that the one who is baptised is totally identified with Christ in all of

the ingredients of the gospel. He is a new creature in Christ Jesus. As Paul taught the Galatiahs,
"For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been
baptised into Christ have put on Christ" (Gal. 3:26,27). Therefore, not only is the Christian one
of the 'called out', but by his obedience to the gospel in baptism he is now 'in Christ' and a new
creature.

His Body - The Church

We only need to take one more step to see the full integration of baptismand the church.
Again in Paul'sfirst letter to Corinth he says,"For as the body is one, and hath many members,
and all the members of that one body, beingmany, are one body: so alsois Christ. For by one
spirit are we all baptised into one body, whether we.be Jews or Gentiles, bond or free; and have
been all made to drink into one Spirit. For the body is not one member, but many" (1 Cor. 12:
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12-14). By using themetaphor of thephysical body, Paul istelling usthatthespiritual 'body of
Christ" has many members. The baptised believer is one of those 'many members' being 'in
C3irist'.

Paul thengoes on to expand the metaphor untilhe leads us to the relationship weareseeking.
In verse 27 he says, "Nowye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. AndGodhath
set some in the Church"... etc. You see how precisely he identifiesthe body of Christ with the
Church. You see how intimately baptism is related to the church.
Summary

Well, wehave had to delve a little deeply in order to answer our question, but I thinkthe
study hasbeen worthwhile because we have learned somefundamental truths.
1 •

There is only one Church mentioned in the N.T. and that is the Church that Jesus
initiated and which came into being in the 1st century A.D. This means that there must

be a big question mark against the many denominations which have sprung from that
church which started at Pentecost.

2

If that Church can be identified, which of course it can be by its doctrine and practice,
then it is impossible for that church to be fragmented acrossmany religious groups.

3

Baptism (immersion into Christ) brings us into that Church and thenceforth weshould
remain in that Church, loving Christ by keeping his commandments, and fruit-bearing.

4

If we have been immersed and we are in another reUgious group then we are trying to

achieve the impossible. We have been baptised into His church and yet we are trying to
receive sustance away from him. I know how difficult it is to break away from friends

and relatives, I was a Methodist some 25 years ago, but we do it because he made the
supreme sacrifice for us and he wants us to be 'in him' fully and complelly.
I trust that what we have said will be of some help to the questioner, and to othiers who find
themselves in similar circumstances.

(All questions please to brother Alf Marsden, 377 Billinge Road, Hlg^field, Wigan).

Upon the devil's defeat and expulsion from
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heaven (12:7-12) the heavenly creatures are

called upon to rejoice, and there was also
victory on earth in spite of the presence of the
Devil our brethren overcame "by the blood
of the lamb, and by the word of their testi
mony".

7-Zech. 4
14-Micah4
21-Daniel 7:1-12

Revelation 11
Revelation 12
Revelation 13

The representative army of Israel victorious
in their striving against sin (14:1-5) are seen on

28-Daniel 7:13-28

Revelation 14

in their redemption and singing a new song to

Mount Zion (the spiritual sanctuary), rejoicing

HEAVENLY ASSURANCE

the accompaniment of heavenly music. They

We will look first at certain heavenly pictures.

bear the Father's name and are the firstfruits of

When the seventh angel sounded (11:15-19)
rejoicing and worship filled heaven. The final
victory was now assured. God's purposes would
be consummated. Earth's kingdoms could no
longer reign in unrighteousness. Jesus was
taking over. Reward is assured to the prophets,
the saints and all without distinction who

•reverence God. To John and to all, the Holy
of Holies comes into full view - "We shall see

Him as He is" (1 John 3:2).

the harvest of the gospel.
Past, Present and Future
Last month we brought our historical notes
to the year 1453 at which time the vision in
chapter 9 was fulfilled. Chapter 10 presents

an angel with a universal message ("sea" and
"earth" v.2) in the form of a BOOK to be
revealed to peoples, nations, tongues and kings
(v. 11). It was sweet to the mouth but bitter
in the belly^cven thunders fulminated against
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it but were ignored. Promise of final com

pletion of God's purposesis emphatically given
• (w. 6&7).

Receiving the BOOK John is required tOf
prophesy further, and isgivena reed to measure
the inner sanctuary - to assess the extent of
the true church - but not to include the outer

courts. The plan of the Jewish temple is in
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continued and continues his war againstall who
love and servethe Saviour. He is God's enemy
and ours.

We expect to find the church "in the

wilderness" hidden away, for a period of
1260 years,and this doesaccord with history.
The question as to exact dating remains in
doubt, judging by the varied interpretations
of the most learned commentators, but its

view as a figure. Whereas the whole temple
stood for God's worship. His very presence was

general application is beyond doubt. At the

in the Holy of Holies. Tlie vision tells that all
but the innermost part would be trodden

power in the world it seems to have lost its

under heathen domination for 1260 years,
mentione:? .several times under differing des
criptions (42 months; S'A years; time, times
and half a time), as also by Daniel. During
this time two witnesses will be at work in

deep sorrow. They are identified with two

olive trees and two lampstands, lamps kept
alight by the supply of oil during the period.
The oil of the Spirit of God through His

time of Constantine as the church gained
spiritual purity. It was being dominated by
worldly rather then heavenly ambitions.

There can be little doubt that the beast^
which was the instrument of the dragon with
seven heads, ten horns and crowns was the

heathen Roman Empire. At the time when,
Christianity began its course, men were re
quiredto offerincense to the Emperoras God.
This surely answers the description "name of

Word.

blasphemy" (13:1). The forces of thisempire

Now the apostasy was already at work
while Paul wrote 2 Thess. 2:7, and while John
wrote his letters, but only by gradual infil

were used as stated last month to destroy
Christianity unsuccessfully but the Devil's

tration did it reach its final stages. The power

tactics changed and the favour of the worldly
power brought about an apostasy represented

of the gospel exercised such a tremendous in

by the beast (13:11) with two horns like a lamb

fluence in the heathen Empire of Rome that a
revolution developed throughout its territory
by which heathen idol-worship was abolished.
Tliis only came about through the faithfulness;
of the church under all kinds of persecution as

but the voice of a dragon. Thepowerexercised
among the churches by the Bishops of Rome

spiritual authority being passed to the Bishops
who hadbecome Popes. Thekings of European

we have already indicated in last month's

countries became vassels of the Pope, a con

notes. Chapter 11 gives us in summary the
oppression of the true people of God ("the
holy city" v.2), the release of their witness and

John of England who was forced to become
"the Pope's vassal".

its consummation.

seems to have culminated in secular as well as

dition we may illustrate by the case of King
The period of this domination appears to

The revelation now returns to a highly

have begun about the time of the fall of the

symbolic story of the history of the church for

old Empire, 476, and to have lasted until the

we cannot but regard the woman as represen
ting Israel bearing the Messiah, and subse

numerous other noble souls who worked to

quently the true people of God. We think of

give the Bible to the people. They brought

times of Wycliffe, Luther, Tyndale, Huss and

Jesus as being bom into godly relationships. about changes in all the nations of Europe,
Zacharias and Elizabeth represented faithful which have reduced the power and influence
behaviourunder the law,Josephwasa righteous of the Papacy. There was also a time when war
man, Mary, "the handmaid of the Lord",
Simeon was waiting to see the salvation of

God, Anna was a deeply consecrated person.
The red dragon now appears representing a
spiritual power hostile to the church. He would

have destroyed the Saviour at birth through
his agent Herod,and did by entering the heart
ofJudas bring about the sacrifice of Christ. So

his purpose was defeated by the resurrection,
resulting in our salvation. Thus bauUced he

under Napolean broke thepapal authority, and
the Pope was compelled to crown him emperor
of the French. Perhaps this event would fill

the picture in 11:13 for the foundations were
shaken which had seemed so firm. The out

come of the owrk of the witnesses appeared to
be in doubt for a time when severest perse
cution was brought to bear, but the blood of
the martyrs again proved to be the seed of
the church. For long years the Pope ruled
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through legates, cardinals and priests including
the Inquisition when a cruelty only matched

present, yet so arranged that all received a
blessing. When the time came to break the

by Mohammedans, Vandals and Turks was
exercised by the church of Rome in a vain
endeavour to stamp out all opposition. It has
perhaps been forgotten that some 40 million
people perished in this time. The people were
held in a condition of ignorance and poverty.
War and pestilence decimated the population

loaf all the Christians stood while the bread

of the continent from time to time. A corrupt

Throughout the week there was a morning
and evening devotional period followed in the
mornings, Monday to Friday, with classes from

clergy working hand in glove with the rich and
powerful have brought about the misunder
standing that "religion is the dope of the
people". The Protestant reformation has at
least opened up the Word of God, and the
gospel is being preached as never before all
over the world, save whece the communist
reign of force and terror has gained domination.
We conclude with the thought that as the
worshippers of the beast receive a mark in
their right hand and on their forehead, so
Christians must bear the mark of Jesus in their

work and their thought.

R.B. SCOTT

THE PROOF OF THE PUDDING ; -

THIS old adage has many applications. Few
of us can tell what anything is really like until
we sample it. After we have done so, then,
and only then, can we give a valid opinion of
its worth or a fair criticism of its lack of merit.

For a number of years I have heard about
'Camp Heatherbeir. At first without the least
interest, even veiled opposition, due, maybe
to associations; falling into the condemnation
of Nicodemus, when he asked, "Doth our law

judge a man before it hear him?" In this
attitude I have been the loser, for the ex
perience of a week at the camp - this year - has
been 'good eating*.

The camp was started by our late brother
Will Steele and designed to cater for boys and
girls, both Christians and friends, between the
ages of ten and twenty years. It is essentially
for the young folk with a minimum of adults.
This year there were eleven, nine Scots and
two English. Brothers Robert Hughes, Kirkcaldy; and Alan Brunton, Blackburn, Lanes.,
are the very able administrators and there were

about seventy children. Without exception
everyone had a wonderful time.

and cup were passed round and likewise with
the collection. It was the ultimate in decency

and order without giving offence to those out
of the Christ. In the evening an easily under
stood Gospel message laid the facts before one
and all without dramatics or emotionalism.

10.30 to 11.30. The theme was 'Heroes of the
Faith'. Recreational activities were in the

capable hands of Tony Tyson, a young brother
from Blackburn in Lancashire. He did a grand
job with games and sports, a swimming gala
and cross country runs and even a ghost walk
on the last evening. Behaviour among the
campers was excellent with our two mighty
'Administrators' in full control.

No one who has tasted of this 'Pudding'

can be anything but delighted. There was a

Company of The Boys Brigade sharing the
Glengonner Site with Camp Heatherbell. Their
officers were greatly impressed by the de
meanour of us Christians as we mingled with
them in the adult Common Room. We had

several interesting talks on spiritual things;
who knows what might result. Perhaps we
might sum up the whole effort in the words of

one of the younger brothers, he said, "It's the
best holiday I've ever had". A sentiment
echoed by everyone as they look forward to
the 24th July 1976 and another Camp Heather-

bell.

PAUL JONES.
STRIKE AN'A'FOR ME
Jack Exum

LONG before TV made its debut, radio .was
the old standby; In fact, for many households,
it was the sole source of outside entertainment.

There's the story told of the old sheepherder in North Dakota, living miles from the
nearest town or neighbour, who listened to a
national station beamed out of New York.

Being alone, those evening programswere just
about the only thing he had to look forward
to each day. This was his stage and theatre
all rolled into one.

He wrote the station a letter and his request

Tlie Lord's day saw us gather together to

was probably the most unique and unusual

remember Jesus in His own way. A simple
service which was intelligable to tlieyounjicst

one tliey had ever received. Seems he used to

play the violin as a youth, and one night while

O
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sifting through some old belongings in the attic,
he ran across his old violin. It had been many
years since he had pressed it to his chin.

STANDARD

On July 6th &I3th our congregation was
doubled by the presence of Bro. & Sis. Sinclair

letter read in part... "Tlie violin is way out of

and their son James, from Tranent, and also
Bro. & Sis. Moncrief, and Sis. Mary Murdie,
from Haddington. These brethren took over
the whole of worship and exhortation on both

tune and there's no way to tune it without
some help. 1 wonder if on the next musical

lifting spiritual experience which remains with

Wiping away the dust and cleaning the bow,
he began the initial effort to re-tune it. His

broadcast, you could pause long enough to
strike an 'a' for me".

At first the manager of the station laughed,
but then he thought of the loneliness of being
alone, and the frustration of one with a violin
out of tune,
A decision was made - the
request was to be honoured.

Right in the middle of the next presentation
of the New York Philharmonic, the conductor
paused, and directed his remarks to the old
sheepherder. Tlien an 'A' was sounded and
held for a full thirty seconds. All this was

done just so that one old man could play "in
tune" again.

Lord's Day meetings, giving us all a most up
us, encouraging u.s in our witness for the Lord's
work. Bible study on Wednesday, when Bro.

W. Murrell brings a group from Tunbridge
Wells, to help us, was also given an uplift by
the attendance of our Northern brethren",
again giving mucli encouragement. We are
deeply grateful and rejoice in the feeling of
great blessing that inwardly stirred each of us,
in this very happy experience. In addition to
this we also liad, on the 10th & 17th August, a
similar experience when Bro. Harry Holden,
with his wife and son, and daughter-in-law,
from Black urn. They also took over our
Lord's Day services, giving us a further wonder
ful experience.

Stop and think for a moment about the
tremendous and fai-reaching application this
has to life. Many attempt to play life com
pletely out of tune. Others tune their lives to

those about them, and wliile they do play,
they harmonize only with those whose instru
ments are equally out of tune. Others would
tune up if only someone would strike an "A"

All this was rounded off by Brothers Leslie

& Ernest Venn from Kentish Town on August
31st, by their monthly visit to us.
We are more grateful to all these brethren
for this fellowship.
w.I. ASCOUGH

for them. Playing is one thing, playing in tune
is another. Playing in harmony with life about

Kentish Town: The church welcomed many

is still another.

visiting brethren and sisters to the Anniversary
on Saturday, October 4th, when we enjoyed

Here is where-it is so important to start
with a standard. If you do not, then you will
have little time to play for you will constantly
be tuning your instruments to the sound of
others.

The apostle Paul declared, "For I know
whom I have believed, and am persuaded that
he is able to keep that which I liave committed

Brother Murrell's addresses on 'What is the

Church of Christ?" and "The Past, Present and
Future of the Qiurch". It was encouraging to
have so many with us on this occasion and we
express our appreciation of the fellowship. It
was a joy also to witness on Lord's Day morn
ing the confession and baptism of Christine
Pearson.

R.B. SCOTT

unto him against that day".
"FIRM FOUNDATION".

Newtongrange, Midlothian: The church which
meets here was delighted to witness the
baptism of a young lady Jennifer Pow, who
has been meeting with us for a period of

Oxford Street, BrigJiton: We have not sent a

months.

report before, though you have been good

We thank Jesus and pray that our young

enough to publicize our meetings when noti
fied, However events during July, prompted

sister will be blessed in her service to her Lord

me to write and let you know how thankful

and Master, and tliat her good works may be
seen to glorify her Father in Heaven.

we are for God's blessings in fellowship.

JOE CURRIE.

THE
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THANKS

ON Behalf of tiie family, I would like to thank
all who have sent letters and cards of sympathy

AN APPRECIATION
Sister Gertrude Hill

to us since the passing of my father, brother

I should like to pay a brief tribute to our
Sister whose death was announced in the
October issue of tlie 'S.S.' For the past ten
years we have kept up fairly regular correspon
dence with each other and have, on various

John Banks Kendrick.

occasions met and talked with each other. She

Street, Wigan, when brother John Breakall
officiated. As a family we miss him greatly but

was a gracious personality with her kindly and
happy smile and friendliness. Her conversation
was a blessing in itself and her letters, filled
with compassion and sympathy, radiated her

For the benefit of other readers, brother
Kendrick passed away on the 3rd July, at the

age of 82 years. He was laid to rest after a
funeral service in the meeting-house at Albert

as members of the family of God we can say,
'love is not changed by death, and nothing is

lost, and all in the end is harvest'.

love for the Lord Jesus Christ. She often

expressed her thoughts in Scripture quotations
and poetry from her clear memory and, at
times, of her own composition. Often she gave
expression to the love and peace of God in
hymns and spiritual songs. It is difficult to
imagine anyone who was not the better for
having met her. She remains in my memory
and I am sure in the memories of many -both
Christians and non-christians.

"Blest be her memory, and blest
Her bright example be".
C. MELLING.

DOROTHY PARKER.

COMING EVENTS

Blackburn, New Wellington Street,
Gospel Mission from Oct. 25 th to Nov. 2nd.
Speaker: Bro. L. Daniell (Bristol).
Meetings:
Sat. 25th Oct. Tea 6p.m. Meeting 7.30p.m.
Sun. 26th Oct. Meeting 6p.m.
Tues., Wed., Thurs., Sat., 7.30 p.m.
Sun. 2nd Nov. 6p.m.
Refreshments on Saturday Meetings.
ALL WELCOME
T.Tyson (Sec.)
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LET'S BLAME THE SYSTEM
WE occasionally hear men staunchly affirm, with a certain pride, that they never argue about
politics or religion, despite the obvious fact that the former directly affects their present human
existance and the latter will determine their eternal destiny. Some of these same men, however,
would argue, and even come to blows, over such inconsequential matters as football. A few days
ago. Dr. Mervyn Stockwood, Bishop of Southwark, made the headlines in the morning papers
when he made a startling attack on his Archbishop, the Archbishop of Canterbury, in the
communist newspaper "The Morning Star", Dr Stockwood, known for many years as the 'Red

Dean' is apparently not only able to argue about politics and religion but somehow also manages
to mix and reconcUe the two, i.e. be a 'Christian' and a communist at the same time. The

occasion for the attack had been supplied by the issuing of a pastoral letter by the Archbishop
of Canterbury two weeks previously carrying a "save the nation" theme and offering the Arch
bishop's panacea for Britain's many and varied ills. Dr Stockwood, in his stern criticism of the
Archbishop's pastoral letter made, I believe, more than a few very valid points and certainly was
near the truth when he said that a communist government, were it to come to Britain, would
clean up London's west end overnight: however to replace one imperfect political system with an
equally imsatisfactory one is not really progress. Dr. Stockwood's main criticism, however, was
that the Archbishop's recipe for improvement overlooked one most vital point - i.e. "That a
man's character is partly, if not largely, determined by his surroundings". This of course is very
fundamental communistic dogma and has been the basic ingredient for much of history's
political upheaval and revolution - and still is. Any communist will explain, if asked, that a
man is evil only because of iiis living conditions - improve and prosper his physical and material
conditions and you will have better men (morally speaking). Since communism doesn't allow
of a God they can't admit to there being a devil and without a devil it is difficult to explain the
obvious wickedness of man - thus 'living conditions' is given as the reason.
Is it true that a man's character (and consequently his actions) is largely determined by his
surroundings? At first sight the idea has a certain attraction to it and looks so obviously true

yet upon deeper reflection it reveals itself as being an utter fallacy. Someof us have lived long
enough to have had the answer demonstrated before our eyes. For years criminologists, social
workers and politicians have been saying that once we got rid of tiie appalling conditions pre
vailing in the slums of some of our large cities, such as Glasgow and Liverpool, the crime rate
would fall and social problems would diminish - man would regain his self-respect. Well, over
the years enough of tlie slums have been removed and enough new estates have been built with
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modern, clean and spacious living accommodation, to prove to us tliat crime figures have not

gone down but have risen. Better living conditions and more prosperous times do not make man
morally better they merely allow men, of evil disposition, to be more selective and sophisticated

in their pursuit of wrongdoing. For confirmation of this we need only to look at the countries of
the world which have the highest standard of material living, such as the U.S.A. and Sweden, to
see that man's physical surroundings, prosperous though tiiey may be, do not reduce crime,
violence, corruption or irrationality. On the other hand Dr. Stockwood says that a communist

government would clean up our permissive society in a very few daysand he is probably right,
but how would it accomplish it? After all, almost anything could be accomplished with the use
of fixed bayonets or machine-guns, and men risk death daily at the checkpoints of Europe
trying to escape from such a society. No political system can or ever will be able to sublimate
the moral fibre and spiritual condition of mankind and all the 'Geneva Conventions' that men
may add signature to will not make any difference.
The truth is that it is doubtful if man has changed in character in the slightest degree since
the Garden of Eden. Take away all of man's modern gimmickry and scientific progress and,
morally, you have a being unchanged through all the centuries since the dawn of time. Man is
still as kind as he was at Creation and also he is still as stubborn, greedy, and cruel as he was
then. Man is a contradiction of good and evil and good living conditions do not really enter into

the question. In point of fact it would seem that adverse livingconditions, such as we saw during
the last war, can bring the best out of people, A comradeship grew up amongst the people of the
nations involved in the war which is certainly absent in prosperous times.

Kindness and goodness blossom best, by reason of their very nature, in sad and bad times.
By contrast, does anyone suggest that living conditions largely (or slightly) influenced Adolf
Hitler's monstrous and barbaric cruelty in consigning about six million Jews to the gas chambers?
Changing a man's life-style will not change the man (for long). If the Archbishop wants the
country (or indeed the world) to be cleaned up then it will only be done through the gospel of
Christ, Man requires to be reformed - this is done nly through the gospel. Man must be
transformed (from the old to become a new creature-) this can be done only through Christ and

His gospel. Man must be translated (from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of God's
dear Son) and this can only be done through the gospel of God. Man must be born again (born
of water and the spirit) and this can only be accomplished through the waters of baptism in

obedience to the gospel of Christ. It is not within man to direct his own steps (Jer. 10:23) and
the foolishness of God is wiser than the wisdom of men. Man makes no progress in politics
because the blind are leading the blind and both are falling into the ditch. Left to his own
devices man, in every century has created his own version of Sodom and Gomorrah. -As the
poet Burn's says, "Mans inhumanity to man has made countless thousands mourn". Man has
not really improved since the days of Sodom and Gomorrah and in fact the present state of the
world is not entirely unlike tiie condition of those two cities, notwithstanding the fact that
modern man is supposed to be more 'civilised' than before. One would have imagined that
Dr. Stockwood, being a 'man of the cloth', would have known that political systems and
sanctions will never make men mend their ways and that a 'better world' will only be achieved
when all men have been truely reconciled to their Maker ~ then they will be also trueiy
reconciled to each otlier. When all men come to the foot of the cross of Christ they will find
that they arc together, and not only truely together but truely equal. Self-interest must give way
to obedience to God if man is to improve and just think, the world w^^.IJ really be transformed
ovcrni}!ht if every man did as God suggests and loved his neighbour as mucli as lie loves him.self.
F.DITOR

BEHAVIOUR IN CHURCH
A person entering the old Tabernacle or Temple would immediately have been impressed by
the display of precious metals, coh>ured hangint'vS, line workmanship and orderliness, and the
reelini; thai tlie presence ol'Cod was there. Today, with so many of us worshipping in houses or
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hired halls, it is harder for the visitor to understand the presence of the Lord, which must be
conveyed by the attitude of the worshippers. It does not help when a church has to meet, as
happened once, after a hall had been let the night before for secular purposes, in surroundings
resembling a brewer's warehouse.

We should have reverence and godly fear (Heb. 12:28)
We used to be taught at school that to sit still, keep quiet and pay attention was the respect
due to a mere earthly teacher. Now there is a growing lack of respect for authority in the
world, which is creeping into the church. Even adults sometimes stroll in and out of a meeting,
or smoke just outside the door, while children have been allowed to bring noisy animals inside.
\Wthout reverence, the meeting simply becomes a commonplace gathering, behaviour is casual,
the Lord's Supper hurried througli and not properly understood, everyone more or less unprepared and reluctant to take part, and members become spiritually weak. We read in the Bible
that whenever people saw a vision of the Lord or of angels, they were struck with fear and
trembling. Yet we believe that the Lord is present where two or three are gathered together in
His luime, and we do not act as if it were true.

We should have no respect of persons (James 2:1-4)
Tliere are other forms of discrimination besides that of rich and poor. In one church, which

has since joined the denominations, it was the custom to welcome visiting members at some
length, but not even to mention strangers who were not members. Some visitors have even
heard themselves prayed for as "these outsiders". Acute embarrassment and discouragement
can be caused to a church by unfortunate slips of the tongue, which may be remembered and
quoted for years.

Our visitors should not have reason to complain that "no one spoke to me", but it is also a

mistake to go to the other extreme and make them conspicuous. One young man was asked to
stand up and give his name before a whole assembly, and an elderly lady was once exhorted to
be baptised outdoors rather than indoors, as this might attract a crowd of spectators; neither
became Christians. Our own experience should teach us how best to welcome others.
We should be able to be understood (1 Cor. 14).

A few years ago, the men of a certain congregation offered to pay one of their number, who
was not the most capable speaker, a small fee if he would undertake to preach all the sermons,
but he refused. Wlien Christians begin to regard their responsibilities as chores in this way, there
is no one too young, no one too inexperienced to be asked to edify the church, sometimes with
out warning. One visiting member was asked to read from the Bible, without prior notice; not
liking to explain that he was almost unable to read, he stumbled through a difficult passage as
best he could, but that was his first and last visit to that particular church. It follows from this
situation that'unsuitable people can easily become full-time workers, which does nothing to
raise the standards of teaching and behaviour.
I Cor. 14 actually calls for Christians to speak in a language understood by the people, but
perhaps we may extend the meaning to cover, besides preaching, praying and singing, the
neglected art of clear reading aloud, which most people could do well and which would help our
general standards of clarity and intelligibility. At present, for instance, the word "leper" is
sometimes rendered as "leopard", to the perplexity of the uninstructed.

Tiie chapter also explains that a number of brethren taking turns will carry more weight than
one, and convince the hearer, so there is a real advantage in everyone contributing something.
We should not forsake tlie assembly (Heb. 10:25)

A young man, who explained that his father was a preacher in another country, once called
to enquire about the local church, as he was staying in the district for six montlis. Upon

learningthe size,etc. of tlie congregation, he never once attended the meetings. When the church,
called on him, he was out at a youth club.
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It seems we can be very much iiivolved with the social activities of the church, and yet not

spend much time thinking about God, our Saviour, or eternal life, so that when weare called
upon to be faithful in very different circumstances, we must ask ourselves what our real
motives are. Therefore the membership figures are not the whole story.

R^eiance is not formality (Matt 6:7)
In our anxiety to avoid formality, which mainly consists of regularly saying a set form of
words, we may only succeed in being ill-prepared and falling into repetitions of our own.
Reverance, on the other hand, would encourage us to spend more time considering how best to
use all our talents in the service of Jesus.

Miss R. M. PAYNE, Reading, Berks.

IT IS MY PSALM —

IS IT YOURS ?

"Was there ever kindest shepherd
Half so gentle, half so sweet.
As the Saviour who would have us

Come and gather round His feet?"
PERFECT ATTENTION -

"THOU ANOINTEST MY HEAD WITH OIL" Psalm 23:5

WE do not need to stretch our imaginationtoo far, in trying to picture the scene of the shepherd,
leading his flock, at the end of the day, to the sheepfold. It may be that by this time, he would
be tired and weary, having once more searched for those green pastures, and still waters for
his flock. Now he guides them to the place of safety for the night.
W. M. Thomson, in The Land and the Book, tells us something about the sheepfolds:"Owingto the wild wadies covered with dense forestsof oak and underwood, the country above
us has ever been a favourite range for sheep and goats. Those low, flat buildings out on the
sheltered side of the valley are sheepfolds. Tliey are called Marah, and, when the nights are
cold, the flocks are shut up in them, but in ordinary weather they are merelykept within the
yard. It is to this place of safety that the faithful shepherdleadshis sheep,and we can picture
liim, standing by the door of the sheepfold, anxiousto examine eachone as they enter the fold,
to see if any have suffered any cuts, bruises, or broken limbs. David in all probability had
actually had the experience of some of his flock wandering away, into unfencedfields, perhaps
some caught in the thickets or bushytrees, or hurt by the wolves. No doubt, "the keeper of the
sheep",had opened a "surgery" on the mountain, and in the valley, on morethan one occasion.
and had used this precious oil, to bringabout restoration. Imagine then, yet again, the writerof
our Psalm, standing by the door of the sheepfold, musing, as I have examined eachof my flock,

andlovingly sought out, thosewhohave been bruised andbattered, andhave anointed themwith
oil, so the Lord has done the same for me, so he with conviction affirms
"THOU ANOINTEST MY HEAD WITH OIL".

Takenote, my brother, my sister, of the.personalpronoun, and I think we can say truthfully,
David was not selfish, in his approach to his Lord. He had a unique relationship with the one.

who was his Shepherd, so with a ringof confidence he asserts "Thou anointestMY...head with
oil," and that of course meant he had PERSONAL...PERFECT...ATTENTION.
It is wonderful to know that "God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life" John 3:16. It is

saidthat aspeaker was addressing a number of street arabs in the eastof London, and wishmg to
know how far they knew the meaning of the word "Whosoever", he asked them the question.A
young lad replied, "let 'em all come". Is it not true to say that the armsof the Lord Jesus are
open to all who will comeand accept His terms of discipleship, and submit to His authority?
"Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you Vest. Take my yoke
upon you, and leam of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light" Matthew 11:28-30. How true - He loves

^
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in the lump... "Wliosoever", "let 'em all come", "all". But there is for me, something more
glorious, for I can say with that slave of Christ, the Apostle Paul, speaking of the Lord Jesus, he
said:- "who loved me, and gave himself for me" Galatians 2:20. I am not lost in the "Who
soever", I am not merged in the multitudes so th^t He does not see me as an individual. "He
calleth His own sheep by name" John 10:3. Praise God, the Lord Jesus know my name, and not
only sees me as 1 am, but as I can be, and that goes for every child of God, and for every sinfulman who will give their hearts and wills to Him: PERSONAL...PERFECT ATTENTION....
"THOU ANOINTEST MY HEAD WITH OIL".

Have you ever considered how many individuals our. Lord dealt with, shall we mention a
few:- Nicodemus, the Samaritan Woman, the Nobleman, the Impotent Man, the Leper,
Matthew, the Man with the Palsy, the Man with a Withered Hand, the Demoniac, Jarius, the
Woman who touched the hem of His Garment, the Syrohoenician Woman, the Boy in the
Valley, the Condemned Woman, the Lawyer, the Man Bom Blind, Martha, Mary, The Young

^

Ruler, Zacchaeus, Bartimaeus. the Widow at the Treasury, the Dying Thief, Mary of Magdala,
Tltomas... Again, I suggest you send up a prayer to the good Shepherd, and request still another
walk to .tlw "green pastures", to the "pastures of tender grass", and then once more to the "still
waters", "the waters of quietness". There in quiet meditation read over one at a time, the
accounts of the Bible characters, and watch the great Physician at work. Notice how he dealt
with each one, entering into their problems and wonderfully brought healing to many, and gave
advice, which, if taken, would bring the abundant life, perfect peace, unutterable joy. Praise
God, the Lord Jesus is still able and willing to deal with our problems, great or small, so why
not decide here and now, to allow Him to help you. This morning I had the joy of watching a
sparrow have a good feed, from bread that had already been thrown out. Well you may say
there is nothing strange in that. But this sparrow was special, because it was standing on one leg,
and one was left wondering what had happened to the other. But t^iiswe can say - our heavenly
Father knows:- "Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of them shall not fall on
the ground without your Father. But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear ye not
therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows" Matthew 10:29-31. Do you believe those
glorious truths?
"THOU ANOINTEST MY HEAD WITH OIL". PERSONAL ... PERFECT ... ATTENTION.

William Jones said: - "The deepest principle in human nature is the craving to be important".
You are ... or can be ...important. He knows your innermost thoughts, desires, aspirations,
yearnings, for a deeper and fuller life. He can meet that need. You can have peace within, you
can have the inner glow of a quiet joy, these things can be yours, if you unconditionally
surrender your life to the Lord Jesus. Oh, the glory of this blessed fact, He sees us at our
worst, and loves us with His best. Bring your depression, faint-heart, doubts, fears, anxieties,
frustrations, want of courage, lack of confidence, self-distrust, and allow the Shepherd to anoint
you with the oil of the Grace, Love, Peace, Joy, and Power of God.
THE ANOINTING OIL OF THE GRACE... LOVE... PEACE ... JOY ... AND POWER OF GOD.

"Tlie spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me to preach

good tidings uiito the meek; hehath sent me to bind up thebrokenliearted, to proclaim liberty
to the captives, and the opening of tlie prison to them that are bound. To proclaim the
acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;
To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy
for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called
trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he might be glorified" Isaiah 61:1-3.
GiveHimyour ashes...your morning...your heaviness, and get from Him, Beauty ... Joy ...Praise.
Tlien if you are one of God's children, come to the mercy seat:"Tliere is a place where Jesus sheds
The oil of gladness on our heads,
A place than all besides more sweet;
It is the blood-bouglit mercy-seat".
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Talk over your problems to Him, and if you are still Bruised, Battered, Bleeding, through
walking over the mountain, and through the valley, listen as He speaks to you througli His word.
THE ANOINTING OIL OF THE GRACE OF GOD.

"And he said unto me My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in

weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ
may rest upon me" 2 Corinthians 12:9.
THE ANOINTING OIL OF THE LOVE OF GOD.

Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called
the sons of God" 1 John 3:1.

THE ANOINTING OIL OF THE PEACE OF GOD.

"And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus" Philippians 4:7.
THE ANOINTING OIL OF THE JOY OF GOD

"Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before

the presence of his glory with exceeding joy. To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and
majesty, dominion and power, both nowand for ever. A-men" Jude 24:25.
THE ANOINTING OIL OF THE POWER OF GOD

"Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator

of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his under

standing. He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might lie increaseth strength.
Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly faU: But they that
wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings aseagles; they
shall run,and not be weary; and they shallwalk, and not faint" Isaiah 40:28-31.1 pray that the
time spent at the mercy-seat, will befor His glory, and that you have seen Him, as"the altogether
lovely one", "tlie fairest among ten thousand". And may the Lord's richest blessing be your
portion.

This months exercise: Read over the accounts of some of the Bible Characters mentioned, and
learn by heart the two verses of tlie Hymns quoted.
LEONARD MORGAN.

("oiuUicced by
Air iVIai-sdcn

WOULD you please comment on Rom. 8:22,23 as I find tliis passage a little difficult to
understand. Does Paul include animals, plants, fish, etc., when he says, "the whole creation
groaneth?"

I would like to thank the questioner for directing our minds to the eighth chapter of the
Roman letter. I have always thought that this part of the letter moves along like a Beethoven

symphony. The arguments move alongsweetly and clearly, thought succeeding thought, until
we are led to the crashing crescendo, so majestic that it is almost too much for the mind to
bear. But there, my emotions are running away with me. Let us turn to the task at hand.
The Context

In our study of the Bible, we must never lose sight of the fact that the things which we
read were not written directly to us. It seems fairly evident that when Paul wrotfi this letter to
Rome he had never visited the Christians there (See Rom. 1:11-14). If we read on, though, to
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the end of the chapter, we can see that he knew all about the deplorable state to which people
had sunk. In view of this, 1 believe iie found it necessary to:
1) remind the Roman Christians of the high calling to which God had elevated them, and
2) Make them understand that even though Hving in such a Godless society grieved them, the
all-pervading love of God was waiting to bring them home to Himself.

It is with these points in mind that we approach our question.
n»e Wliole Creation

We need to examine this phrase quite closely because it can mean either,
1) every kind of creation that God ever created, or
2) one objective part of God's creation.

Creation, in the English language, always signifies the product of the creative act, i.e. the
creature. This is also signified by the Greek word KTISIS. Hence, in Mark 16:15 we read,
"Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature". In the original it reads,

"having gone into all the world proclaim the glad tidings to all the creation" (The Englishman's
Greek New Testament).

Let us now turn our attention to the phrase, 'the whole'. Tlie word 'whole' is rendered by
the Greek word PAS and means 'all'. W.E.Vine has it that when 'whole' is used with the article
it means tiie whole of one object.

There is another interesting use of KTISIS which is found in Heb. 9:11 when the writer says,
"But Christ being come an lugh priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect
tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building". Tlie phrase 'not of this
building' is rendered in tlie original 'not of this creation'.
To summarise the foregoing, I think we can say that Jesus did not intend iiis disciples to

preach to animals, trees, fish, reptiles, etc.. Furthermore, tlie creation that built tlie earthly
tabernacle was the human creation, employing human hands. Tlierefore, I think we can nderstand that when Paul refers to the whole creation he means all human creatures.

Groaning and Travailing

Now that we have reached this point in our study, the remainder of the teaching becomes
clear. Paul tells his readers that the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus are joint-heirs with

Christ (Rom. 8:17). At this high pinnacle he dismisses the present sufferings as not worthyof
consideration when contrasted with the glory which is to be revealed. He echoes the same

thoughts in his second letter to Corinth, "For our light affliction, which is but for a moment,
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory" (2 Cor. 3:17).

Returning to the Roman letter we now find Paul saying, "For we know that the whole
creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now". As we read these words we can

appreciate what he means. Sin isrampant in thewhole of the human creation, and in its train it
brings grief, sorrow.and pain. The Christian living in themidst of this Godless society, is pained
by what he knows of the effects of sin and perhaps by his own contact with it. So much so, in
fact, that Paul goes on, "And not only they, but ourselves also, which iiave the first-fruits of the
Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption
of the body" (Rom. 8:23).

Is there a Christian who does not fully appreciate the awful depths of sin. Can there be
Christians who are not waiting for the redemption of the body so that they can be clothed upon
with their glorified bodies? 1 wonder.
Conclusion

"What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?" (Rom.
8:31). It is with tliese words that Paul brings into full orchestration the majestic finale of
divine forbearance, protection and love.
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Who can fail to be moved by what foUows. "Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword? Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us"
(8:35-37). We ihall ccnquer because Christ conquered.
Then the final accolade of complete assurance. "For I am persuaded, that neither death.i,
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (8:38,39).

I know that chimpanzees can do many things, but they are not the creation that Paul
speaks about. I am aware that the brain of a dolphin is similar in weight to the human brain, but
the dolphin could not begin to appreciate the message that was being taught. No, it was written
to the human creation, and the human is confronted with the cataclysmic despair of sin on the
one hand, and the brilliant conception of life with God on the other.

Why,oh why, will the whole creation continue to groan and travail in pain, with no hope?
Why, oh why, does the church continue to rend itself when there are so many souls to be
snatched from sin?

(All questions please to brother Alf Maisden, 377 Billinge Road, Highfield, Wigan, Lanes).

BAPTISM (NEW TESTAMENT STYLE)
IT is hoped this article may help those who want to be sure that they have carried out God's will
with regard to baptism, and if they haven't, would sincerely desire to do so.

If you don't agree with what I write, please don't reject it out of hand like some of the
Thessalonians did with Paul, but examine the Bible passages on baptism for yourselves like the
noble Bereans (Acts 17:1-11) and see if what I write is correct. On the other hand I don't want

you to believe anything I say, or for that matter what anyone else says, whosoever they may be,
preacher, 'priest', or vicar', without examining it for yourselves. When you stand before the
great white throne on the day of judgement, you won't be judged on whether you did what I
said or on what any other human being said, but on whether you did what Jesus said (Jolui 12:

48). One thing I would like you to know, neither I nor the publishers of this magazine have any

vested interest in whether youaccept or r^ectwhatis written in it. We don't getanymoney for
what we do. We may never know till Judgement Day itself how you react to this teaching, but
we do want you to enjoy fellowship with Jesus and to go to heaven. So please consider these
things carefully.

The word "baptism" means different things to different people. Some think of an adult
being immersed in water. Most think of a baby having water sprinkled or poured on it. People

talk of 'baptism by sprinkling', 'baptism by pouring', and 'baptism by immersion*. What Jesus
meant by his command to be baptised, needs to be known, before it can be carried out.
It is often possible to tell what a writer means by a word by the way he uses it in a sentence.

An outstanding example of a word that has completely changed its meaning within the last
300 years is 'let'. In the Authorised Version Paul is recorded as saying "oftentimes I purposed to
come unto you, (but was let hitherto)" Romans 1:13. It is obvious that "let" in the Authorised

Version of 1611 meant "hindered", and that is how it is translated in the Revised Version of

1884. Put the word "hindered" in place of the word "let" and it makes sense to us today.
Carrying out a similar exercise with the word "baptism" we can find out what it meant in
New Testament times. Consider Colossians chapter 2 verse 12, "Having been buried with him

(i.e. Christ) in baptism, wherein ye were also raised with him through faith in tlie working of
God who raised him from the dead". Take out the word "baptism" and try each one of these
alternative words in turn in its place; sprinkling, pouring, immersion. If the word you put in its

placehas the same meaningas "baptism" the sentence will still make sense. The thought of being
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buried by a sprinkling of water is absurd, and it would take an awful lot of water to bury one by
pouring water on them, whereas immersion in water is a kind of burial. You could try the same
exercise in Romans chapter 6 verse 4: Acts chapter 8 verses 38-39: and John chapter 3 verse 23.
Bible baptism is immersion in water.

Why should we be baptised (immersed)?
If only for the simple reason Jesus commanded it; Mark 16:16, Matthew 28:19.
"If you love me ye will keep my commandments" (John 14:15 R.V.).
Because it is for the salvation of the believer Mark 16:16 and 1 Peter 3:21.

(1)
(2)

(3)

It is for forgiveness of the sins of the repentant one, Acts 2:38

(4)

It brings one who has faith into Christ Galatians 3:24-27.

(5>

At baptism the old sinful life is buried and we start a new life Romans chapter 6.

Who can be baptised?
Anyone who believes Mark 16:16, and repents Acts 2:38. You must believe that "Jesus
Christ is the Son of God" (Acts 8:36-37).

You will see then that baptism is not intended for babies. They can't believe, and they have
no sins to repent of. There are no examples of babies being baptised in the New Testament.
They don't need baptism; Jesus said "Suffer the little children to come unto me for of such is

the kingdom of heaven". Nice, pleasant and well-meaning reasons are put forward for performing
some sort of ceremony on babies, but however sincerely carried out they are vain, a waste of
time. God has not authorised baby sprinkling or baby baptism - so to say over the infant "I

baptise thee in the Namei of the Father, ^d of the Son, and the Holy Spirit" is blasphemy
against all three. It is a presumtuous sin, and those who take part in it or condone it by their
presence are "partakers with them in their evil deeds", so don't be co-erced into having anything
•to do with "baby baptism".

One of the most damaging effects of "baby baptism" is that when the child grows up it
thinks it has done what Jesus asked for, and so God's command is rendered ineffective. Now I

know that the majority of people who perform "baby baptism" are very sincere, are not
blaspheming wilfully, and really believe with all their heart they are doing God's will. My heart
is sad for them because "when the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into a pit".
Have you done what you now know to be true with regard to baptism? Are you a true
worshipper in this respect? If not - I pray that you will be.
ALLAN ASHURST

SCRIPTURE
READINGS
JANUARY 1976

4-Deut. 31:30 to 32:12

11 - Joel 3:9-21
18-Jeremiah 50:33-46
25-Jeremiah 51:1-19

Revelation 15

Revelation 16
Revelation 17
Revelation 18

MORE HISTORY

HAVING decided to accept the historical
interpretation of this book, we need to follow
through into these later chapters with the same
thought. To simplify we are setting out a
summary of events and passages side by si<Ie.
The first seal -

6:1 & 2

Trajan's victorious Pagan Empire A.D.I00

The Second seal 6:3 & 4

Gvil war in the empire
The third seal

A.D.190

6:5 & 6

Consequent famine and hardship
The fourth seal 6:7 & 8

Pestilence and wild beasts as well A.D.250
The fifth seal

6:9-11

Persecution for 300 years, on and off
The sixth seal

6:12-17

A.D.319

Revolutionary changes by Constantine
The seventh seal 8:1 & 2

Introduction of the Trumpet Angels.

Trumpet No. 1 8:7

A.D.410

Alaric and the Goths invade the empire

Trumpet No. 2 8:8 & 9
The Vandals overrun the land and take the
sea
A.D.430
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We present all the above rather as a sug
gestion for examination than dogmatic asser
tion. However most of us cannot give the time
or have sufflcient knowledge to make firm
judgements. Our understanding of the nature
of symbolic prophecy is also limited, but much
of our comment will bear examination success

fully. Any able to give more time at present
are referred to books already named, or to
"NOTES, EXPLANATORY AND PRACTI
CAL" by Albert Barnes the famous commen
tator. Many other books are available also.

Trumpet No. 3 8:10 & 11
Attila the Hun invades northern Italy
Trumpet No. 4 8:12
Odoacer completes overthrow of Roman

Empire.

A.D.476

Trumpet No. 5 9:1-11
Mahomet (5 months - 150 years) A.D.632

trumpet No. 6 9:13-19
The Turks A.D.I057 to 1453 (396 years)

Trumpet No. 7 11:15
"Then is finished the mystery" (10:7), but
before is the vision of the "Book open", and
the work of the "two witnessess". It would

Certainties

We are convmced that when we properly

and fully understand this portion of God's
Word, every original word of it will be found
true and to have its fulfilment, now or here
after. This month's readings first present a

vision of glory being shared by those who have
come victorious through tribulation, having
stood firm against tyranny and the influence
of the devil and his agents. We,,who have
hardly had to bear any persecution are yet
facing the subtle and less obvious temptations
of ease, plenty and prosperity, which have in
times past so often led God's people into
Apostasy. The readings also present us with a
picture of riclies and prosperity coming to a
terrible end, and irretrievable loss. We are re
minded of our Saviour's words "Blessed are ye

poor" (Luke 6:20), and there is a clear call to
all Christians to keep clear (18:4), echoing
Paul's instructions "not to be unequally yoked
with unbelievers" (2 Cor. 6:14-18).

The most prominent thought in these
chapters is the final destruction of a false
system of religion represented by "a woman
sitting upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of
names of blasphemy" (17:3). Tlie beast would
seem to stand for the ancient pagan empire,

the renewed empire under Constantine (and
others) and finally the papal empire continuing
to rule the European nations for well over a
thousand years, and now largely weakened and

despoiled by those powers (17:16). The vials
of Gpd's wrath are poured out in succession
bringing ultimately
but not yet - a con

summation of judgement. Tlie fact of the
blood of martyrs being found with her and
blasphemous claims certainly identify the sys
tem, but we must recognise that related systems
have also used persecution, and today severe

seem that here is a vision of the progress of
the church, and of the spiritual wars in heaven
and on earth.

Then are introduced the angels with the
vials of CJod's wrath to complete His just retri
butions on sinful mankind and the devil and

agents, including spiritual Babylon, which is
Catholic Rome. We summarise what we feel is

the historic aspect of some of the symbolic
pictures
Vial No, 1

16:2

The first of the steps to removal of the
political grip of Rome on Europe. The
French Revolution 1790, France having
been very much undo^ Catholic domination.
Vial No. 2

16:3

Protestant victory on the seas culminating
1805.

Vial No. 3

16:4

French invasion and war in the northern

provinces of Italy where protestants had
been persecuted for centuries.
Vial No. 4

16:8

Napoleonic wars all through Europe.
Vial No. 5

16:10

Rome mercilessly sacked by French Re
publican army, the Pope taken into France
to die. Tlie temporal power of the Popes
was ended in 1848 - the Vatican City
being their only remaining territory.
Vial No. 6
16:12
Here we feel unable to find fulfilment in

history and assume therefore that conditions

in the world will ultimately reveal a final des
truction of apostasy, combined with a final
rebellion of apostate materialistic mankind
against all true Christianity

^
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persecution is beingCNcrciscd by otlier powers.
Lvery power wlticli cxcrcises cruelty comes
under llie same condemnation. Bringing this
close liomc, every heart which cherishes un
kind tiioughls is under condemnation.
The Beast

(17:3).

It is not possible in the spaec we have to
more than hint at tlie significance of liiis
symbol. The information passed to Joiin identi
fies it with Rome, the cily of seven hills (v.9).
Tlie possible exphmation of "was, and is not,
and shall come" is that different forms of

government are indicated but the same great
power is administered all through, the last
being a continuance in different form, namely

STANDARD

Hindley; Longshoot. Wigan; Newtown, Wigan;
Eastwood. Nottm,; Bristol; Dewsbury; Burnley
and Hamilton St, Blackburn came throughout
the week to support the gospel, and also
visitors were able to hear the word of God

proclaimed.

TONY TYSON

Hayfleld Road, Kirkcaldy: We have been
greatly encouraged in our efforts here by wit
nessing the baptisms of three ladies on Sunday
26th October. Miss Helen Cameron, Mrs A.
Brown, and Mrs Helen Roberts. This following
the immersion of Sis. Mrs McCallum in July
was indeed a great joy. We trust that they will
be blessed and spared to become ofgreat service

religious domination by political power after

in the Master's work.

the empire as such had ceased to exist (476).
At least ten kings or governments owed alle
giance to the Popes from time to time, and only
the reformation brought this to an end, It is
still with us in some ways, but is without
actual territory or dominion. We have forgotten

Sis. Brown has been a long regular attender
at our meetings and our hearts are full at her
decision. Sis. Cameron is thejtounger daughter
of Sis. Cameron (Wood) well known as a
member of the church at Pittenweem, and a

that it was within the Pope's power to call upon
one nation to attack and destroy another, but
Elizabeth the first knew it. It still holds sway
over the minds of thousands upon thousands

Sis. Roberts i.s the wife of Bro. R. S. Roberts

of people.

R. B. SCOTT

Blackburn, Mill Hill; On October 18th Brother
Roy Renshaw married Sister Radical Wlilte

(from Skelsmerdale) about 50 people attended
the we !ding and everybody was happy to see
both Roy and Racheal marry, having both been
widowed in these last few years. We all express
our joy and good wishes to them both and
welcome sister Racheal into the assembly at
Mill Hill Blackburn, as she has come to live in
Blackburn. Tlieir address is 82Carlinghurst Rd.,
Blackburn, Lxmcs.
On October 25[h to November 2nd the
church at Mill Hill Blai'kburn held a short

niece of Sis. Roberts and Bro. John Wood.

(Bob) and daughter-in-law of Bro. and Sis. A.
Roberts. Sis. McCallum has been an attender

at the Women's meeting for quite a long time.
A. R.

Hamilton Street, Blackburn: Bro. James Pritt
of this assembly passed peacefully to his rest
on Nov. 12th 1975 at the age of 54 years. Our
brother had patiently suffered a serious illness,
bearing pain witli great courage and an unshakeable faith. As the time of his departure
drew near. Jim looked forward to his heavenly
home in full assurance of faith. To be in fellow

ship with those of like precious faith, singing
the songs of Zion and hearing of Jesus the
Saviour, was Bro. Pritt's delight. His love was
for his Lord, whom he served faithfully and
well, and who. according to His promise, has
gone to prepare a place for all His disciples.

lo hear our Brolher I.en Danicll. from Bristol,

We commend to our Heavenly l-'ather those
who mourn our brothers passing, especially his
devoted wife. Sister Doris, and his loving
daughter. Sister Norma Liyland of tlie Longshool, Wigan, a.ssembly. The church at Hamil
ton Street record with appreciation the work
of Bro. Jim amongst them. "Well done, thou

us our speaker for the week. Brethren from

good and faithful servant". R. RLNSHAW

scries of meetings. Thioughout the week the
meeting-s were very well attended every night,
supporting brethren from all parts of the coun
try came to enjoy the fellowship with us, and
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In his later years, he bccame pre-occupied

AN APPREQATION
Bro. John Banks Kendrick

I knew our late Brother John Kendrick for

approximately 27 years, and during this time I
talked with him, discussed with him, argued
with him, on many occasions. Personally, I
came to respect him for his love for and de
votion to the Word of God.

He was of that generation who were growing
up at about the turn of the century. Ma.iy of
them knew the Bible backwards, as he did.

They had to, because their scriptural percep
tions had to be sharpened in order to engage
in the debates and discussions whicli they had
witli many religious groups. There was no
doubt at all in my mind that he was a keen
Bible student, if not a master, and I often

longed for tlie breadtli of bibical knowledge
which he possessed.

I recall one night walking with him from the
Hindley Bible School to his home in Poolstock
a distance of some 6 or 7 miles. We talked

about the Word as we walked, and so,enthralled
was I by the way in which he opened up the
Word that I hardly felt my feet touching the
ground. Such was his mastery of the Word.

with a detailed study of the Book of Revel
ation, particularly as it applied to tiie Second
Coming of the Lord. He wrote a treatise on his
study which he made streniious efforts to have

published. It may very well be that lie was
misunderstood in this effort, but who can
malign tiie efforts of a brother to lead the

minis of fellow-christians into so great and
fundamental truths? Better to have made the
effort tiian to have allowed dust to settle on

the Word, as so many did, and still do.
Perhaps the greatest testimony to his teach

ing effectiveness is that fine Christian sister,
his daughter Dorothy. Along witli her husband
Jack, they have continued those principles of
Christianity in their own family. Seeing this
gave Bro. John a great deal of satisfaction and
joy in the later stages of his life.

He is missed. When a forccful personality
combines with a great knowledge of any sub
ject, remarkable things tend to happen. John
was a remarkable chriatian in many ways.
ALF MARSDEN
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