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Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it war in the beginning.
VOL. 36.

No. 2.

FEBRUARY, 1969

LIBERTY AND PEACE II.
(This ariicle follows on and concludes the editorial in the December, 1968, issue)
Liberty

MORALISTS draw a distinction between formal freedom—the natural power of choice
-—and real freedom—the power to act according to what is true and good. Scripture
recognises the jjower of choice as the condition of moral liberty. Both morality and
scripture agree that true liberty consists only in the exercise of wisdom, godliness and
virtue. There cannot be liberty where there are sinful lusts, fear and distrust of God,
or where the letter of the law exists. Sin is a state of slavery: in John 8:34 Jesus tells
the people, " Every one who commits sin is a slave to sin." Very often those who cry
out loudest for liberty are concerned only for liberty to indulge in their own appetites
and passions, without any restriction imposed by morality or spirituality. Spiritual (that
is, true) liberty is the knowledge of and friendship with God, cleansing from guilt,
deliverance from sin's tyranny, new life in the Spirit of God.

The gospel brings about reconciliation with God; spiritual sonship of God and love
for God. James (1:25) speaks of it as '"the perfect law of liberty." We are freed from
bondage by the truth:- " You shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free
(John 8:32). "I am the way, the TRUTH and the life," Jesus told His apostles (Jn.
14:6). The one who brings about this true, real liberty is the Holy Spirit: " Where the
Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty" (2 Cor. 3:17). Through the gospel we are saved,
justified and adopted by God as His children (Rom. 8:15-16); delivered from the
dominion of sin—" For sin will have no dominion over you " (Rom. 6:14). Then Paul
goes on to write, " But thanks be to God that you, who were once the slaves of sin.
have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were
committed, and having been set free from sin have become the slaves of righteousness."

The eighth chapter of Romans reaches the very height of the life and liberty of the
Christian. In the second verse Paul says, " For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ
Jesus has set mc free from the law of sin and death." Like Romans, Galatians is an
epistle of spiritual liberty. The theme of the whole epistle can be summed up in verse
one of chapter five: " For freedom Christ has set us free; stand fast, therefore, and do
not submit again to a yoke of bondage." And this liberty is one won for and given to
us by Christ: " If the Son shall set you free you shall be free indeed " (Jn. 8:36).
Pcacc

In the Old Testament peace is largely peace from surrounding invasions and enemies,
the absence of war and conflict. When we come to the New Testament we find a striking

transition: here peace is inward, peace of heart and mind: not a negative quality enjoyed
in the absence of war, but a strong and active positive possession; not simply tran-
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quillity, but a forcc for good. Out of some 90 mentions of the word in the N.T. over
80 refer to heart-peace, inward peace. Paul comprehends the blessings of peace as " the
grace of God" bestowed in Christ. In Rom. 5:1 the apostle writes, "Therefore, since
we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ," as
also he writes to the Ephesians (2:13-14) " In him you also, who have heard the word
of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and have believed in him, were sealed with the
promised Holy Spirit, which is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire
possession of it, to the praise of his glory."
In chapter 2, verses 14 and 15, Paul explains how this peace has come about—
through the abolishing of enmity of race, creed, religion and language: " For he (Christ)
is our peace, who has made us both (Jew and Gentile) one, and has broken down the
dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law of commandments and
ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making

peace." Of Him who has by His death brought peace between and within men,
Colossians 1:20 says, "For in him all the fulness of God was pleased to dwell, and

through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making
peace by the blood of his cross. " To be reconciled to God means to be reconciled to
life and to our fellowmen. By His cross Christ has slain the enmity between men and
God, and race and race. In Eph. 2:16-17 Paul goes on to write, "and might reconcile
us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby bringing the hostility to an end.
And he came and preached peace to you who were far off, and peace to those who
were near."

This peace of God in the heart is not a self-centred emotion or experience to be
indulged, but one which has reactions upon the world around, in domestic and prersonai,
and even in political, national and international spheres. The " peace of God " ruling
in hearts brings " peace on earth towards men of goodwill." " And let the peace of
Christ rule in your hearts, in which indeed you were called in the one body " (Col. 3:15).
EDITOR

Conducted by

TIDN BOX

Jaiucfi Gairliner

"Has God at any lime left man witiiout diviiiu law, with particular rcfcreace to (he
interval between Calvary and the Peiilecosl of Acis, chapter two ? "
The questioner has in mind, no doubt, the fact that the Jewish law was abrogated
by Jesus on the cross (Col. 2:14) and taken out of the way, being no longer applicable.
The new laws of the kingdom of God (the church) were not promulgated until the
coming into being of the church on the first day of Pentecost after the resurrection;
and so there appears to be a gap of time when man was in a vacuum, as it were, as far
as the laws of God were concerned.

Three Dispensalions
For the benefit of younger Bible students, perhaps it would be better to preface any
remarks on the question with a brief reference to the three compartments in the history
of man, when different laws from God have applied. Three divine economies are

recognised by most Bible students: one from Adam to the giving of the law by Moses;
one from that time until Calvary; and one from Calvary until the present time (and to
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the end of time). The first economy is often described as the "Patriarchal Dispensation"
because of the fact that the worship of God was controlled by the patriarch {or father)
of the family, tribe or race. Under this system the patriarch or father was prophet,
priest and ruler, the person through whom God spoke to the people and gave them
His laws. Prayers, intercession, thanksgiving and pronouncement of blessings were as
paramount ingredients of the religious life then as they were under the Jewish religion;
and sacrifice for sins on the family altar was a prominent feature of the worship.
Melchizedek, Noah and Abraham are but the names of three important men living in
this patriarchal dispensation. This system lasted a very long time (approximately 2,500
years) before the giving of the Jewish law. Indeed, as far as Gentiles are concerned,
there is no reason to suppose that it did not continue to Calvary alongside the Jewish era.
The Jewish Dispeasation

This system grew out of the promise of a temporal blessing to Abraham (Gen. 12:2):
" I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great . . ."
The law was an outgrowth of the promise, and was given 430 years after the promise
was made (Gal. 3:16, 17). Abraham's descendants in their exodus from Egypt were led
to Mount Sinai, where God gave them the ten commandments written upon two tables
of stone (Exodus 19:20). Since then man has had a "book" religion. Instead of the
" family " system of worship, presided over by the patriarch, the Jews had a national
system—they had one national altar and one national house of God. One tribe handled
the material and administrative problems and another tribe devoted its time to the office
of priesthood. One oC the more important purposes and functions should be mentioned:
that the law was to be " our schoolmaster to bring us [or prepare us Jews] for Christ"
(Gal. 3:24).

The Jewish age lasted until it was taken away by Jesus. (Heb, 10:9; Col. 2:14;
2 Cor. 3:6-11).
The Christian Dispcnsalioa

This system, like the previous one, grew out of the promise, a spiritual one this
time, to Abraham, in Gen. 12:3 "And in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed"

and "In thy seed (Christ) shall all nations of the earth be blessed" (Gen. 22:18)—not
just the Jews, but all nations.
At Sinai the Jewish nation had been channelled off from the rest of the world and

given special laws and special blessings as the chosen people of God, but now they are
to be restored again to the mainstream of humanity in the world, and a new and better
covenant extended to the entire globe. Jesus came to take away the first covenant (made
by God with the Jews) and to establish the second (with all nations) (Heb. 10:9). The
priesthood (formerly vested in the tribe of Levi) was now reinvested in the person of
Christ, and " the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a change also of
the law" (Heb. 7:12; Heb. 9:11).

Jesus took away the old covenant and law (including the sabbath and the ten
commandments) by having it nailed to His cross. " Blotting out the handwriting of
ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way,
nailing it to His cross" (Col. 2:14). Christ was bom under the law (Gal. 4:4, 5), lived
under the law, and finally died under the law, to fulfil it (Matt. 5:17). Jesus therefore
lived and died under the Jewish dispensation and His new law or testament could not
become operative until His death'. "For where a testament is, there must also of necessity
be the death of the testator. For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise

it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth" (Heb. 9:16, 17).
The question before us relates to the period of time between the abrogation of the
law at Calvary and the coming of the kingdom with power on the day of Pentecost—a
period regarded by some as a spiritual " no-man's land," since the Jewish law did not
apply and neither apparently did the laws of the kingdom of God, The death of Christ
at Calvary was the focal point in history for almost every important consideration and
certainly was the date on which the law of Moses was superseded by the law of Christ.
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Acts 1:3 informs us that the period of time from Christ's passion to the day of Pente
cost was slightly over forty days. When dealing with a transitional process, such as this
change over from the one dispensation to another, time is surely purely relative. The
change over had of necessity to be a gradual one and could not be accomplished over
night or in one day. For instance, Jesus could not have been crucified and resurrected
the same day and yet have remained three days in the tomb, in fulfilment of scripture
prophecy. Jesus could have ascended to heaven in ihe same hour as His resurrection
but who would have believed He had risen from the dead ?

The resurrection is a foundation stone of the gospel, if not the very cornerstone,
and so Jesus had to spend forty days showing himself to be alive by many infallible
proofs Even some of the disciples were sceptical at first. We are also told in Acts 1
that Jesus spent the forty days speaking the things pertaining to (he kingdom of God,
doubtless giving final instructions to His apostles.

Jesus' new testament certainly became effective as from His death; but men could
hardly be expected to be subject to it until they had heard of it, and so Jesus' parting
words to His apostles before His ascension were that they should tarry a few days in
Jerusalem until they received power from God; and then they were to " go into all
the world and preach the gospel to every creature." The kingdom of God came to
Jerusalem that day (Pentecost) but it was some time before it reached other cities and
other countries. Indeed it was several years before it came to all nations {e.g. the
Gentiles did not have the opportunity of entering it until several years later).
Therefore we cannot say that, during that fifty-odd days between Calvary and
Pentecost, the people were without law from God, because we are plainly told that
Moses' law ceased to have effect at Christ's death and that Jesus' law of liberty assumed
effect also from the time of His death. We know this from our study of the Old and
New Testaments, but how many of the people living al the time of Jesus' death would
know it ? The Jews continued to live in conformity with the law of Moses after Christ's
death and indeed in most cases well after Pentecost, The Gentiles continued to live in

accordance with their own modes of worship for many years after Pentecost. In fact

no man could be expected to know that Christ's new testament was applicable until he
had been informed of the fact, and this was why Jesus commissioned His followers to

"go into all ihe world and preach the gospel to every creature." Technically speaking
therefore, Jesus' new will applied as from His death, but only a handful of men knew
of the fact. Jesus had received all power and authority, but only a few men knew about
it. The world had to be told and His apostles had to be sent—they could not be sent
until Jesus had shown Himself to the people and proved His resurrection. They could
not be sent also because they had not yet received power and Jesus said the Comforter

would not come until He had gone to His Father. The kingdom could not come into
being until He had gone as " the Son of Man to the Ancient of Days '* to receive
dominion, glory and a kingdom (Dan. 7:13, 14).
There was therefore this period between Calvary and Pcntecost during which Jesus
rose from the dead; showed Himself to be alive to the people; gave final instructions to

His disciples concerning the kingdom of God; ascended to heaven and to a glorious
reception; received from God power, glory and the kingdom; endued His apostles with
power and sent them oil on their preaching tasks (quite an eventful forty days or so ! )
During this lime most people were unaware that the law of Moses was now of no
avail and that new laws (the laws of Christ) were now effective. And so until Jews (and
Gentiles) were aware of the fact, they were quite rightly worshipping God in the light
and knowledge available to them, during this period.

I suggest that this transition from the Jewish Dispensation to the Christian was a
period of very much longer duration than fifty days or so; that in fact it started in the
days of John the Baptist and lasted until many years after Pentecost. " The law and the

prophets were until John: since then the kingdom of God is preached, and every man
presseth into it" (Luke 16:16). Jesus also preached that the kingdom of God was "near
at hand" and sent the twelve and the seventy to the Jewish people with this same
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message. Jesus also continually prepared His hearers for changes in the law by His
statements that what Moses had commanded was overshadowed by what He now
commanded.

The Jews, especially, found the change from their beloved rites and laws to the
simplicity in Christ a difficult one, and apparently sometimes a baffling one. And so,
even after the church had come mto being, Paul had to write his epistle to the Galatians,
telling them to "stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made you free and nor be

again entangled with the yoke of bondage [the law of Moses]" (see, especially, chap. 5).
Again, recall how the apostle Peter had to have it demonstrated to him in a super
natural and dramatic form that the gospel was also for the Gentiles—and so Cornelius
and his kinsmen become the first recorded instance of the Gentiles entering the kingdom
of God, some eight to ten years after Pentecost. One might even say that the transition
period continues still and many Jews and Gentiles have yet to confess Jesus as their
Master and their Lord.

(Questions please to:— James R. Gardiner, 88 Davidson Terrace, HaddingloD, East
Lothian, Scotland).

"The assembly of the wicked" (Ps. 22:16)

SCRIPTURE
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and 15-25
9—Psalm 22:1-21

16—Psalm 22:22-31
23—Isaiah 52:1-12

Matthew 27:27-44

Matthew 27:45-56
Matthew 28
Romans 1:1-17

DEFEAT AND VICTORY

Our January readings brought us to the
point of Ihe defeat of Pilate. He was so
convinced of the innocence of Jesus that

he tried to shift his responsibility on to
Herod (Luke 23:7), and being thwarted
in this (Luke 23:15) made further efforts
to dissuade the people from their insis
tence on crucifixion, but without avail.
We could hardly believe that either Pilate

or his wife would be ignorant of the life
which Jesus had lived for three years and
over—the time of His public ministry. It
is not surprising that his wife would be

at last had its victory. They had been at
their wits' end to discredit and finish off

the Galilean " upstart," who had not
•' passed his exams" or been authorised

to teach. One of His own disciples had
now delivered him to them for money,
and by an underhand plot. Under cover
of night and by illegal process they had
Him in their power, and Pilate was also
in their power through fear of his own
masters in Rome. It was easy to excite
the mob, and now it was so obvious that
Jesus was not what He claimed because

God had allowed Him to be nailed to the

cross! We can see their reasoning. The
fact that God allows an innocent person
to suffer cannot prove him right or wrong.
The right or wrong is not decided by what
happens at the time. Finally it will be
decided at the day of judgement, but very
often subsequent events make it clear.
We do need to contemplate with deepest
emotion the fearful death that our Saviour

died for us. We perhaps need only to say

concerned, nor that the demeanour of

now that crucifixion is the most terrible
and cruel death which man has ever

Jesus as an accused prisoner should so
obviously impress Pilate himself. The

devised for taking vengeance on his fellowmen. It was quite often used by the

attitude also of the Jewish leaders forced

Romans but could not be inflicted on a

on him the conclusion that " for envy
they had delivered Him up." He washed
his hands before them, and they accepted
responsibility. The judge who passes

have said it is the most cruel and horrible
torture, only fit for slaves. Prisoners con

demned were first scourged, that alone

sentence cannot absolve himself however,

being so terrible as often to cause death.

and Jesus exactly stated the case—" he

Pilate ordered this, and there followed the
coarse and cruel mockery of the soldiery.
Those who know how brutal military

that delivered me unto thee hath greater
sin" (John 19:11).

Roman citizen legally.

Heathen writers
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training makes men in favourable circum
stances (if such a word is applicable) can
interpret the first few verses of our
readings realistically; but the horror of
exposure to insult and injury by the Son
of God takes strong imagination, or actual
experience to be understood. The Old Testa
ment prophecies should be mentioned here,
and certainly Psalm 22 given a very careful
reading. The accounts in the gospels are
restrained in a remarkable way and details
in prophecy are fuller, Here are some
phrases culled from them:- "I gave my
back to the smiters, my cheeks unto them
that plucked olT the hair. I hid not my
face from shame and spitting. Bruised,
wounded and struck. Despised and rejected,
stricken of God and afflicted."

That men should ever exult in torment

inflicted on their fellows may seem hard
to conceive in an age when smacking a

child can be regarded as cruel, and good
wholesome discipline harsh. Yet at the
same time horrible cruelly to children
appears to be on the increase. It only
needs a consideration of what is happening
to true Christians behind the iron and
bamboo curtains to know that this sadism

has always stained man's history.

It is

of course Satanic in origin. We read of
Judas " Satan entered into him" (John

band of disciples experienced on the first
day of the week. The same facts which

made the enemies of Jesus think they had
won the victory, made His disciples think
all was lost. We just cannot realise the
black darkness of despair they experienced
when their wonderful friend and leader

was taken and put to death. Love and
grief so worked on the minds of the

women that they could hardly wait for
the dawn of the first day (for they would
not work on the sabbath) to attend to
the embalming of the body. This would

be the final sign of their profound respect
and love. Until this happened it did not
dawn upon them that they would see Him
alive again. They did not witness the
earthquake and angel who rolled away the
stone, but the angel met and spoke to
them. They well deserved the honour of
witnessing the wondrous miracle first, and
ran to give the good news to the others.
Matthew alone records the subterfuge
of the chief priests and elders. How
strange are the beliefs of unbelief! Some

must have found it impossible to believe
the story of the guards, however much
they wanted to. Let us hope they became
believers in the full sense, and accepted
the sacrifice
salvation.

of

divine

love for their
R. B. SCOTT

13:27). He had already entered into the
hearts of Jesus's enemies, and their taunts
while viewing His agony on the cross were

NEW TESTAMENT EVANGELISM

only the culmination of the hatred which
had succeeded in bringing Him there. It
should humble and frighten us that the
seeds of wickedness can grow in human
hearts if they are left unguarded by the
holy Spirit of truth and love.
But the submission of the Lord Jesus to
these awful torments and to death itself is

the supreme victory of time and eternity.
" It is finished." The work given Him
to do was then completed. " Death is

swallowed up in victory."
ihe horns

•" Yea. from

of the wild-oxen Thou hast

answered Me" (John 19:30; 1 Cor.
15:54; Psalm 22:21 R.V.). The agony of
separation from God is succeeded by the

song of triumph and praise.

[Following are anilines of the talks given
by the two speakers in the discussion
among the Slamannan District Churchcs

on

December

7tli.

1968,

reported

in

NEIVS pages.]
First Speaker: Bro. Dao Davidson,
Motherwell.

I define the word " Evangelism " as the
preaching of the Gospel. How then was
ihe Gospel preached and by whom was
it

preached

in

the times of the New

Testament

Firstly, what of Christ ?

Was not He

the great preacher of the " good news"
at this time, and our supreme example ?
We can learn much from Christ's methods

The RcsurrcccioD

Space fails for study of the thrill of
astonishment and joy which the dis
illusioned, disappointed and disheartened

in his preaching.
Secondly, we can learn much from the

Apostles. Spurred on by the words of
Christ, "'Go ye into all the world and
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preach the gospel to every creaturc," " Go
ye, therefore, and teach all nations," they
went everywhere preaching the word.
Thirdly, we

can take a

lesson from

the early church. At the time just after
the death of the martyred Stephen the
church was " scattered abroad." They left
homes, families, earthly possessions, were
in constant peril of prison or death; yet
they suffered all this to preach Christ's
gospel. The early church evangelised more
completely than the church has done in
any age since.
Fourthly, what of Paul ? He, of course,
was an Apostle, but also he was an
evangelist in that he made known the

" glad tidings " of salvation. Paul realised
that his eternal salvation depended upon
it:- " Woe is unto me if I preach not
the gospel," he said. Paul went every
where evangelising.

While Paul was engaged in the preaching
of the gospel he toiled with his hands.

But he also taught the Christians that
he had the right, while he was preaching
the gospel, to be supported by them.
Example of this we see being carried
out in Philippians 4:15-16.

The "office" of evangelist. An evange
list is a messenger of good tidings. The
work of an evangelist is a difficult one, as
we can see from Paul's charge to Timothy,

who had the task of preaching the gospel
(2 Timothy 4:1-5). Evangelists are to be
no ordinary preachers of the good news
in the sense that such an obligation is
placed upon all members of the Church;
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who evangelised went and took the " glad
tidings" to those who had never heard.

They were faithful, earnest, courageous
and parient men. They are examples to
us all.

Second Speaker: Bro. Edward Jess,
TraDcnt.

" Go into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature. He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved ..."

This call, made originally to the Apostles
has not lost any of its authority today;
sinful man exists in every clime and the
only cure for sin is the Gospel.
Paul says, " Faith cometh by hearing
. . . hearing God's word . . . " (Rom.
10:17); "For I have begotten you through
the gospel (I Cor. 4:15). The responsibility
to preach God's Word is still with us, the
gospel is still God's power unto salvation,
and it is

into our hands this work has

fallen.

Efforts by the churches for the past
fifty years or so, have been made largely
inside the churches. Evangelists have been
employed by local assemblies to supple
ment their own efforts in the preaching
of God's word.
enough.

One wonders if this is

The New Testament evangelist was a
man who went from place to place
founding churches and moving on into
virgin territory to begin again. Have we
overlooked or forgotten this ?
The church, like an army, must con

but rather they are to excel in all matters

tinue to move forward in this matter. We

pertaining to such preaching and know
ledge of the word (I Timothy 4:12-16).

are waging war against sin and must be
militant, for the church is "the pillar
and ground of truth."

Further, note that the evangelist Philip
went everywhere preaching the gospel of
•ierusalem as Caesarea.

Tools: "The weapons of our warfare
are not carnal, but mighty through God
to the pulling down of strong holds."

Many gospel preachers worked from a
central stronghold; for example, Timothy

Word—the word that " liveth and abidelh

Christ.

We find him as far afield from

We have the incorruptible seed—God's

went out thus benefitting weaker churches

forever "—to dispense, the word of which
it is said, " Though heaven and earth shall
pass away my word shall never pass

in the districts.

away."

at Ephesus, Paul and Barnabus at Antioch.

From these central points the evangelists

Paul in Rom. 10:14-15 points out the
importance of those who preached the
gospel of Christ.

In conclusion:- Christ said " Go." They

PcrsoDal Evaogelism
Instances are known where churches
were started because some brethren

changed their place of abode. Like cities
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set on a high hill they let their light so

A REVISED DIRECTORY OF

shine that others were attracted to the

CHURCHES AND ISOLATED

gospel; meetings were held in their own
homes and churches were established.

Other churches owe their beginnings to
the fact that by agreement with their

congregations some brethren "lived off"
and started the cause in new places.
Cottage Meetings
Where these are held a homely, less
formal atmosphere prevails. Confidence

grows of

those

studies, reserve
prevails.

invited to

the

Bible

melts

the

word

and

Future: Though all unknown to us we
press forward " as seeing him who is
invisible," and conscious of the fact that
" he that winneth souls is wise," we seek

to gain the reward of faithful service.
What art thou doing, Christian ?
Is it work for Christ thy Lord ?
Art thou winning many sinners
By thy life, thy pen, thy word ?
When the solemn question cometh
What will then thine answer be ?

Canst thou point to something
finished,
Saying — " Lord, my work for
Thee! "
What doest thou in service ?

Art thou taking active part ?

Are life and tongue in earnest.
Outflow of loving heart ?
Or art thou idly gazing

MEMBERS

Sister C. Kingswood, of Radlctt, Herts.,
is eager to help in the compiling of a list
of members of the church who because of

distance from a congregation are unable
to meet, or only rarely able to meet with
their brethren. She is willing to make
or keep contacts with such isolated
members.

For

this

reason

it

is

asked

that church secretaries or any others who
know of the location of these isolated

ones should send whatever details they
can to her.

While attempting to do this work, it is
thought that it may be helpful to revise
as accurately as possible the particulars of
churches issued in the list compiled some
eight years ago. Bro. R. B. Scott has done
devoted service in trying to keep this list
up-to-date. But it is felt that the time has
come for its thorough revision. Church
secretaries especially can give valuable
assistance in this, and the help of any
who are able to give it would be much
appreciated. Accordingly it is suggested
that particulars be sent, as accurate and
as soon as possible, to
Mrs. C. Kingswood,
" Cartref,"

45 Williams Way,
Radlett, Herts.

giving the following information;-

While others toil and sow

Content with simply praising
The earnestness they show ?
What doest thou redeemed one,
Child of a mighty King ?
What glory to thy Father
Doth thy princely bearing bring ?
If no one brought Him honour
And no one gave Him praise,
To thee it appertaineth
The paean note to raise.

1. Address of church building.
2. Secretary's address for contact.

3. Times and forms of meetings.
4. Names and addresses of any known
" isolated " members, and/or details
of members who are now in or are
moving to a district where there is
no church.

" What doest thou here ? "

Wherever

Thine earthly lot be cast
Oh let each hour and moment

In gladsome work be passed.
Here! thou mayest do a life work
Here! thou mayest win a crown
Starlit and gem-surrounded
To cast before the throne.
Eva T. Poole

Would "isolated" members please com
municate directly with Sis. Kingswood, to
avoid the overlooking of anyone whose
whereabouts might not be known.

If and when completed, copies of the
proposed lists would be posted to those
concerned or interested.
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The Misused Pulpil
Religious shows have a bad flavour.
When they enter the holy place they come

perilously near to offering strange fire to
the Lord. At their worst they are sacri
lege; always they are unnecessary; at best
they are a poor substitute for prayer and
influence of the Spirit. Church plays are
cheap and amateurish. In addition to
grieving the Holy Spirit those who attend
them are cheated by getting poor enter
tainment for their money.
On the pulpit of a famous mission
appears this notice: "SIRS, WE WOULD
SEE JESUS," a gentle reminder to the
speaker to keep to his subject — Jesus
Christ

and

Him

crucified.

When

the
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and Bro. Edward Jess, Tranent, and was
presided over by Bro. John Colgan,
Tranent.

Many took part in the discussion which
followed and outlined below are some of

the points raised:

1. Evangelists now

are not as they

were in New Testament times—-then they
were inspired by the Holy Spirit.

2. There is not an office of evangelist
in the Church today (Eph. 4).
3.

An evangelist is one who is a carrier

of the " good news "—the Gospel, not one
whose job is to rebuke or to teach the
church—this is the elders' task.

pulpit is used for any other purpose than
to set forth the word of God, " the glory

4. As the Church is " the pillar and
ground of the truth" all should evange
lise, our purpose to spread abroad the

has departed."

truth.

5.

In New Testament times all " went

everywhere preaching the word," there
How Long Would It Take . . .?

To make my community really Chris
tians if every other follower of Christ
worked at and prayed about it just as I
do?

To make this nation Christians if all

being no written word.
6. To evangelise means to herald forth
—not speaking one to the other, but
public proclamation.
7. We must examine ourselves. Others
read us rather than God's Word.

8.

Evangelists are essential and must

Christians gave prayers, efforts and money

be sent forth, for while we may all

towards it just as I do ?

evangelise by personal contact, etc., each

To make disciples of all nations if all

other Christians were to give this object
the same place in their lives as it has in
mine ?

Have I any moral right to ask or expect
of other Christians, preachers and mis
sionaries any service or sacrifice for

Christ

that

I

am unwilling

to give

myself ?

Christian is limited in
preaching God's Word.

extent

of

9. Local evangelising is the responsi
bility of each local assembly, and evange
lists must be used and supported by local
assemblies as desired in the preaching
forth of God's Word.

God willing, we hope next to meet at
Haddington on Saturday, 22nd March,
1969,

NEWS FROM
THE CHURCHES

the

to

discuss

"Should

a

Christian

participate in Military Service ? " led by
Bro. Wm. Allan, Newtongrange, and Bro.
L. Purcell, Motherwell, presided over by
Bro. John Kneller, Tranent.

SiamaDDUD District. — On Saturday,
December 7th, 1968, the brethren again
met at Brightons, Falkirk, as guests of
the Wallacestone Church, to discuss the
subject •' Evangelism." The discussion was

led by Bro. Ian Davidson, Motherwell,

We thank the brethren at Wallacestone

for their hospitality.
Hugh Davidson

[Outlines of the two speakers' talks
appear on other pages of this issue of
the "S.S."]
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II

OBITUARY

Bailey.—In Victoria on December 6th,
1968, Mrs. Elizabeth Emma Bailey, aged
91 years, born in Leicester, England, and
resident in Victoria for 54 years, residing
at 2465 Cranmore Road.

She is survived

by her loving husband, Percy, at home:

one daughter, Mrs. W. (Vera) Duncan, of
Calgary; 6 grandchildren: 8 great-grand
children. She was predeceased by her son,
John Harvey, in August, 1968.

Duafcrinlinc. — The church regrets to
report the death of Bro. Walter Gurney
on 6th January.
Walter had been in membership at
Dunfermline for over 45 years, many of
them as a highly respected deacon.
His loyalty and friendliness will be
fondly remembered by his many brethren
and friends in Fife, in the Slamannan
district and in the Edinburgh and Haddington districts, where he spent his early
years in the churches and where his parents
and relatives have long been recognised as

In sending his subscription

for the

" S.S." for 1969 to Bro. Paul Jones, Bro.

stalwarts in the faith.

Bro. Gurney is survived by a son and a
daughter, both married and with children.

Percy Bailey from Canada sends the
obituary of his wife, printed above.
Presumably Bro. Bailey is in his nineties

Sister Annie Nisbet, wife of Bro. Tom

—is he the oldest reader of the S.S." ?

Nisbet, is a sister of our late brother.

Or would anyone care to challenge this
claim ?

It is possible that the obituary will be
of interest to some readers, as the late

Sis. Bailey was baptised 74 years ago
at South Wigston, Leics. Does anyone
remember

Despite rapidly declining health Bro.
Gurney was looking forward to spending
the opening of this year with his sister
Annie, and to attending the social at
Slamannan on January 1st, which he did.
James Clark

her ?—Ed.

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS for YEAR ENDING 31st DECEMBER, 1968
INCOME

£

s.

EXPENDITURE

d.

£

s.

d.

Balances at 1st January, 1968:
Cash in Hand . 147

8

6

Cash at Bank . 242

4

5
389 12 11

Subscriptions
Gifts

352 10 10
95 11

£

Printing (13 issues) 575
Reading cards ...
8

6
448

2

4

s.

d.

5
0

0
0

£

s.

d.

583

5

0

71 18

4

Printer's postages . 24 13 4
Agents' postages .. 32 0 0
Treasurer's stationery
and postages ...
8 5 0
Editor's postages .
2 0 0
R. B. Scott's

postages .

5

0

0

Loss on

dollar cheques
Uncleared cheque .

2

4

10

0

Total expenditure.

655 15

8

181 19

7

Total ... £837 15

3

Cash in Hand
Bank Balance

Total ... £837 15

3

Audited 8/1/69 — A. SCOBBIE

... Ill
I 10
... 70 17 9
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Blackridge. — With much sorrow we
record the death of Sister Mary McCallum
at the age of 82 years. After a very short
illness she passed to her rest on February
1st. She had been a member of the church
for over 60 years. Our sister was always
very regular in her attendance at the
Lord's Table, and to the end of her
pilgrimage was faithful and loyal in the
service of the Lord. Of her many virtues,
humility and modesty were very prominent.
Her smiling face and warm word of
greeting endeared her to all our hearts.
Now she has "fallen asleep in Jesus,
blessed sleep, from which none ever
wakes to weep." The church has suffered
a heavy loss, but takes courage in the
thought that the parting is only for a
time. The body of our departed sister
was laid to rest in Woodbank Cemetery,
Armadale, on Monday, February 3rd. The
service in the house was conducted by the
writer, and at the graveside by Bro. Paul
Jones.
To the bereaved family, our sincere
sympathy is extended. May the God of
all comfort and consolation turn this sad
event into a blessing for them all.
' Tis grand to know God liveth,
Who rules o'er sea and land;
His own He shelter giveth,
Our times are in His hand.
David Dougall
Peterhead. — We regret the passing of
our aged Sister Annie Reid. Though in
the eventide of her life and, in failing
health she was always found in her place
at the Lord's table.
We thank God for our sister with the
hope that one day we shall meet again.
Brother David Dougall conducted' the
funeral service.
A. E. Strachan
Scholes (Wigan). — The church sorrows
at the death of Bro. William Layland, very
suddenly on January 21st.
Bro* Layland was very little known
among the churches, for he lived a quiet
peaceable life of gentleness and kindness.
He never took part, except a silent one,
in the service and ministry of the church.
Yet he was consistent in his presence,
with his family, at the Lord's table. He
was a good and conscientious workman,
ruled his home well, and brought up his
two children in the good way. Both his
son, Joseph, who is an acceptable servant
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of the churches in teaching and preaching,
and his daughter Helen, are a testimony
to the faithfulness and qualities of their
father and mother. To his widow^ and his
son and daughter we extend our sincere
love and sympathy, and rejoice in the
assurance that because Christ lives our
late brother will live also.

COMING EVENTS
Brighton (Oxford Street).—Anniversary
meetings Saturday and Lord's Day, April
12th and 13th, when Bro. L. Channing will
serve the church. Saturday: Tea 5 p.m.,
followed by show of slides of Palestine.
Lord's Day: breaking of bread 11 a.m.;
gospel meeting 6.30 p.m.
Tranent. — The church intends holding
its annual social on Saturday, 29th March,
at 4 p.m.
The speakers on this occasion will be
Brother Leonard Morgan and Brother Jack
Parker, two well-known and able brethren
from the Wigan district.
There will be a programme of singing
which should help to make this a wonderful time of fellowship. The two speakers
will also serve the church on the Lord's
Day. To ALL our brethren we give a
very warm invitation to join us at our
social evening. Old and new friends are
more than welcome.
Wigan (Albert Street).—Gospel mission
Saturday, March 15th, to Lord's Day,
March 30th, 1969. Meetings on Saturday,
Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday each week at 7.30 p.m. Speaker: Bro.
Charles St. John of Coleraine.
We look forward to the Lord's blessing
on the mission and request your prayer
and support.
CHANGE OF DATE
Kirkcaldy (Hayfield Road).—As the date
of the annual social clashes with the
special meeting at Tranent the Kirkcaldy
Social will now be held (D.V.) on Saturday,
April 19th, 1969. The speaker on that
occasion will be our own Bro. Alan
Brunton.
A warm welcome awaits our brethren
and their friends. We pray the time spent
in fellowship will be mutually beneficial.
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SPRING CONFERENCE
The brethren at Ulverston have invited
the Conference, which is to be held
Saturday, April 5th, 1969.
Afternoon business session to commence at 2 p.m., followed by Devotional
Meeting approximately 3.30 to 4.30 p.m.
when Bro. John Dodsley and Bro. G.
Ellis of Kirkby-in-Ashfield will speak. Tea
will follow.
Will committee members please note
that the committee meeting will be held
at a convenient time between tea and the
evening meeting.
The evening meeting will commence at
6 p.m., Bro. Black of Dalmellington presiding, and the speakers being Bro. Alf.
Marsden of Wigan and Bro. Ernest Makin
of Ince.
Will brethren note that the meetings
will be held in the Quebec Mission Hall.
A c c o m m o d a t i o n for those brethren
wishing to stay over can be arranged by
writing to Bro. John Thistlethwaite, 3
Lancaster Street, Dalton in Furness, Lanes.,
or alternatively by writing direct to one
of the following hotels:
The Sun Hotel, Ulverston. B. & B. 32/6.
The Lonsdale House, Ulverston.
B. & B. 40/-.
The Newby Bridge Hotel, near
Ulverston.
B. & B. 44/-.
We hope that all brethren who are
interested in Evangelism will make an
effort to attend the meetings, remembering

that the Conference is for all Old Path
churches and supporters; in other words
YOUR Conference.
Tom Woodhouse (Secretary)
CHANGES OF MEETING TIMES
Until further notice the times of the
Lord's Day meetings in the home of Bro.
and Sis. A. Ashurst, 60 Kenwood RW
Stretford, Manchester, M32 8PT, will be:
Bible Classes
11 a.m.
Breaking of Bread 12 noon
Summer Lane (Birmingham). — The
church now meets for worship at 11 a.m.
and the Bible School commences at
9.45 a.m. All visitors in the district are
cordially invited to attend the Bible School
Adult Class.
CHANGES OF ADDRESS
Dewsbury.—The Church at Dewsbury is
re-forming (D.V.) on March 2nd at the
Christians' Meeting Room, Lower Peel
Street, Bradford Road, Dewsbury.
Fuller details later.
Alfred Jackson, 9 Richmond Road,
Kirkby-in-Ashfield, Nottm. NG17 7PR.
ENGAGEMENT
Christine Hurcombe and Brenton James
(Cardiff). Wedding will take place (D.V.)
at Bedminster, Bristol, on 2nd August,
1969.
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THOUGHTS ABOUT CHRIST (11)
EVERY upset comes in our life because of men. We upset each other, but Christ never
said or did anything which could upset us. He had no pride, no desire of self elevation,
and He sought to do only His Father's will. No one can shake our faith in Christ if we

truly believe in Him. Jesus asked the question in John 6 " Will ye also go away ? " The
disciples replied " Lord to whom shall we go, for Thou hast the words of eternal life."
Only Christ can satisfy the spiritual needs of the individual. At the end of his gospel,
John recounts an incident concerning Jesus, himself and Peter. Three times Jesus
questions Peter: " Lovest thou me ? " Peter's irritation at this questioning by Jesus is
apparent from his remark " What about John, have you nothing to say to him ? " The
reply of Jesus must have shaken Peter: " If I desire him to remain until I comc, what
conccrn is that of yours ? Follow me yourself." That story is for our benefit as well
as Peter's, so that we might follow Christ alone, might look only to Him, might think
only on Him and the things He did, rather than looking at each other and becoming
discouraged in the process. So often we, like Peter, fall into the category of having
misgivings about other people's condition, to the exclusion of all our own faults. It's
because, like Peter, we don't think enough about Christ's death and what it accomplished;
about our relationship here and now because of our obedience; about the time when we
shall leave the earth and inherit the promises. Many times, we're too busy envying other
people their possessions; we're pulling other people's statements apart so that we can
criticise instead of build up; we look after our own interests instead of learning the
lessons of humility and service asked of us.

In the final analysis here upon earth, we shall only be left with thoughts. The
apostle Paul couldn't have anything else in some of the strict confinements he had. There
was no opportunity to preach, no one upon whom to practise Christianity. He only had
the conviction, the faith, the knowledge, and the assurance concerning His Saviour, and
it was only thoughts on these things which sustained him and gave him that contentment
of which he writes. If we are confined to the house in later years, thoughts are all that
we shall have and we are sure then to think about Christ. But let's not leave it until
then to think about Him, and what work we could have found to do for Him. If we

seek Him out in thought, we shall find work in abundance; we shall strengthen our faith
through a greater knowledge and appreciation of the wonderful blessings we have here
and now, and we shall be more content in our situation, whether in good or bad health,

if our thoughts are on the glorious inheritance promised to the faithful.
"Hunk Oq These Things"
Hebrews 11 lists men and women of faith, tells of all the terrible trials and deaths

that took place. But, the writer says, although they won God's approval, none of them

38

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

received the fulfihnent of His promises because God had provided for us something
better, so that apart from us, they were not to be perfected. Without the age of tiie
Christian church their blessedness was incomplete. Being surrounded by these witnesses,
we are asked to shake off the sins that trip us up, and run patiently, looking to Jesusi
We are told, if we get faint hearted, to compare our own trials with those of Jesus.
When we compare things done, we are exercising our minds; we are giving thou^t to
what Christ did, we are giving thought to our position, before, and now; and we are
encouraged because of these thoughts to live better lives in His service. Faith is
strengthened by thoughts, which prompt decisions made, and actions displayed by an
individual. All Christians can, and should engage in this mental exercise. All Christians
must agree that they are at their best spiritually when Christ is in their thoughts. If
this is true, then we can say that, the more we do it, the better Christians we shall
become. The help is there in any situation we can think of, so let's use it more and
more.

I look to Thee in every need,
And cannot look in vain.

I feel Thy strong and tender love.
And all is well again.
The thought of Thee is mightier far,
Than sin, and pain, and sorrow are.
M. MANNION

(Concluded)

THE TROUBLED YEARS
The shadows lengthen; dark fingers probing into sunlit ways;
And time, once loitering in the benign warmth.
Ushers in the chilling wind of discontent;
The troubled years are here.

SOME tune ago through the pages of the " S.S." I asked the question," Whither Now? "
In the mind's eye I was looking ahead and seeing the commimity of Christians in this
country confronted with the seemingly intractable problems being posed by factions
within the commimity, culminating in the internecine struggles which would leave the
community confused and bereft of hope. I was rebuked by some for having brought my
fears before my fellow Qiristians, but the intervening time has served to convince me
the more that it was and still is right pot only to face the problems that exist but to
try to find answers for them. We must never be afraid to analyse. Generalisations have
led us along the slippery slopes of subjectivity, when complete objectivity ought to have
been the accepted norm. We must say precisely what we mean so that our brethren and
others who hear us will understand. The trumpet must " not give an uncertain sound,"
or we may find that the trumpeters will be blamed and not the instruments. I want to
re-examine some of the problems that a£9ict us, and to suggest possible answers*
"Local Autonomy*'

It is said in many quarters that the local assembly is completely autonomous. We
have attadied meanings to this statement which have led to gross misrepresentations and
which, I feel sure, are responsible for many of our difficulties. We do not find mentioned

anywhere in the Word such terms as " local assmbly " and " assembly autonomy." But
supposing we accept them we then have to ask ourselves what they mean and what have
they been taken to mean ?
The term "local assembly" has a perfectly straightforward definition: it is a
community of Christians who assemble together at various times and for various purposes

in any given locality. Ideally and scripturally the conmiunity would be organised under
elected leaders known as Elders and Deacons, whose functions are to teach and uphold

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

89

the truth of God's Word. The term "assembly autonomy" would be defined in its
broadest sense as the right of tl^ community to decide its own affairs. So far, so good.

What disturbs me personally, however, is t^t the local community is looked upon by
some as an entity in itself. Disturbing, I say, because this idea seems to have within
it the germ of Kant's philosophy on autonomy which, insofar as 1 understand it, holds
that "the human will carries its own guiding principle within itself." When I was
converted to Christ I thought then and I have believed ever since that the guiding
principle for a community of Christians is the Divine will and not the human wilL
When we have leaders who exercise their human wills, even when these conflict with

the Divine will, to tell us what is good for us, then we can look for trouble, and trouble,
brethren, is what we have had in good measure.
It has been said by some, for instance, that the use of one container for the feast
is right according to the Word, but that the use of multi—or individual containers is not
wrong; and the application of this statement has led us into much heartache and dis
content. But need this have happened, brethren ? The answer here is so plain that it
hardly needs stating; why don't we set ourselves to do that which is right ? Why must
we innovate when the terminology and precedent of scripture are so clear? We shall not
begin to move forward until (a) each commimity of Christians is organised, as the Word
teaches, under a properly constituted leadership, i.e. elders and deacons; and (b) we
disabuse our minds of this " we must go it alone " and " we have a right to do what
we want to do " attitude. We have no rights as such: the only standing that we have is
in Christ our Lord, and this coupled with the privilege, not the right, of doing God's
will and not our own.

Umty in the Gospel

Again, the argument is put forward that even though we may disagree on some
fundamental points we ought to unite and to support the preaching of the gospel. I
hold it to be absolutely true that every dedicated Christian should promote the gospel
whenever and wherever he or she can. But when we come to consider why support at
some meetings is divided, we have to examine the reasons. This issue is serious, but it
can be simply put and it is put by some like this; how can we support meetings at
which others are speaking when these others have been responsible for initiating practices
which have been seen to be detrimental to the community as a whole ? It is vital for
Qiristians to be united together in common piu^iose, especially in these dark days, and
anything which hinders this unity demands our closest scrutiny. Personally, I find it
difficult to accept the idea that one can hold forth the blessed hope of complete unity
with the Lord (which is inherent in the gospel) when the acceptance of this same gospel
will bring an individual into a state herein he is ostensibly imited with us in Christ
but in which we have raised serious divisions by oiu: own actions. This individual is

likely to ask (and quite rightly) w4iy, if unity in Omst is so perfect and complete, do

His children ^d it so difficult to realise. He may lookaskance at us who have spoken
the good news to him when he realises that we ourselves have a responsibility for the
unhappiness of some of his new-found brothers and sisters in the Lord. It is a terrible
responsibility that we take to ourselves, particularly if we speak and lead the thoughts
of others. This is why I personally find it difficult to attend some meetings at which
certain brothers speak. Any of us who have been guilty of disturbing God's children by
word or deed will not find it pleasant to stand before Him at the Great Day.
Brethren, we need to "agree quickly while we are in the way." If we think we
have been wrong in the past then let us say so publicly and bring fruits which are
" meet for repentance." We may be leaders, preachers, evangelists: but the plain truth

is that we may also be wrong in those things ^ich we have initiated and promoted,
even though we may affirm that we have done all things in the name of the Lord and
for His sake.

Love Towards One Another

For reasons stated above, serious doubts have arisen concerning the exhibition of
love one towards the other. But this word love, ^en used in its scriptural context,
<lgfnanda something more than cursory examination. The Lord put it like this: "If ye
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love me, ye will keep my commandments." So love here is related to the keeping of
commandments given. Now before someone jumps in with distinctions between the
letter and the spirit of a commandment let me hasten to say that the Lord taught as a
prime duty the keeping of the commands of His Father. Dare any of us say that the
Lord lacked love towards His Father ? When the Lord scathingly denounced the scribes
and Pharisees, He was beside Himself and were His loving virtues overcome by temper
and hatred ? Or when Paul warned Timothy against Alexander the coppersmith, was
it the nund of a petty man overcome with revenge ? No, brethren, none of these lacked
love, as I am persuaded that not many of God's children today lack love. They had
their priorities right: we ought to have our priorities right today. They interpreted love
as complete fidelity to those principles which they had been taught and shown from the
source of all true love. When God was olBfended, they were offended, and it was because
of the offences against the gracious will of God that they were forced to speak plainly
and strongly against those by whom the offences had come. But all-pervading love was
always paramount in them. I do not find in the Word that we are taught to forgive
everyone and everything, but I do find that we are taught " to contend earnestly for the
faith." The tragedy is that if we seem to do this it is interpreted as lack of love, for it
brings us into some sort of conflict with those who are promoting something which is
patently not right. Since when did Christians stop defending the truth ? Is there a more
desirable exercise or function than defending the truth against error ? The day we do
this we may as well close our doors and perform scriptural gymnastics, as do those of
different religious faiths aroimd us.
No, brethren, I have as much love for my brethren as I ever had and I feel sure in

saying this that 1 echo the sentiments of all brethren. But that doesn't mean that any
of us are not offended by some things done from time to time. It is very important that,
before we do or say anything, we must carefully and prayerfully sift, analyse, consult
and discuss with others, so that in the saying or doing we may not harm any of God's
children.

The troubled years ? Yes, they have been and will remain so as long as we are not
careful about the Will of God in His Word. But how fruitful they could be if we
resisted those things that sow division in the Body, and go forward together towards
the glorious hope of our high calling in Christ Jesus the Lord.
A. MARSDEN

Conducted by

TIOH BOX

James Gardiner

" Does God hear the praym of those who have not been baptized into Clirist ? **

At the outset perhaps the remark should be made that it would be very presumptuous
of man to say exactly what God hears or does not hear. God can choose to hear whom

He will, and can elect to hear those who are not baptized just as easily as He can t\im
a deaf ear to the prayers of some who are baptized. This is God's prerogative. By the
same token God can save those who are not baptized if He so chooses. God makes the
rules and therefore can waive the rules. This is God's department and has nothing to
do with us. Our position is that God has given us His laws and rules and we must
acknowledge those rules and obey them. We have no prerogative in the matter, but our
duty as creatures of the Creator is to hear what He has said to us in the scriptures
and to do it. Hie New Testament plainly teaches that we must hear and obey the gospel
to be saved, and that the gospel is God's only power unto salvation.
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Wbat The Old Testament Teaches

As far as God hearing the prayers of those who have not obeyed the gospel is
concerned, we must likewise search the scriptures and see if the teaching there leads us
to suppose that God does hear such prayers.

For my own part I think we should give thought to the reason why the person has
not been baptized, i.e. is it because of complete ignorance of the necessity of such a
step (I'm thinking perhaps of some native in an African village who has not yet heard
the true gospel of Christ) or is it because of pure disinterest and unbelief ? If the former,
then perhaps the case of Cornelius is worth considering.
In John 9:31 the blind man said, " Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but

if any man be a worshipper of God and doeth His will, him He heareth." How did the
blind man know that God heareth not sinners ? Was it a surmise held by self-righteous
Jews or was it something he had learned from some of the statements in the Old
Testament ? We do not know, and we must remember that this was not an inspired
outburst but merely the blind man's point of view. However, the following selection
of statements from the O.T. would seem to justify his claim:—
Prov. 15:29. " The Lord is far from the wicked: but He heareth the prayers of the
righteous."
Prov. 15:8.

"The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord but the

prayer of the upright is His delight."
Prov. 28:9.

" He that tumeth away his ear from hearing the law even his prayer

shall be an abomination."

The Psalmist said (34:16) " The face of the Lord is against them that do evil"; and
(66:18) "If I regard iniquity in my heart the Lord will not hear me."

These scriptures don't lead us to suppose that God hears very many of us, let alone
the imbaptized.
When someone is sick in the house we send for the doctor. Many people, mostly

the unbaptized, use God in this way and when trouble comes they make earnest entreaties
to God, but when the troubles are past they don't give God even a fleeting thought.
One hears of midnight vigils in prayer at pit disasters, and similar national tragedies,
and while this is very understandable it certainly comes into the category of coming to
God only when in a tight spot. Some even make great promises and vows to God in
such times of trial but when the trial passes so do the thoughts of serving God. Does
God hear such prayers ? — those scriptures just quoted don't lead us to suppose that
He does, or even should. Isaiah gives us the reason for God's apparent dullness of
hearing (Isa. 59:1-2) and it is worth remembering that he was speaking to God's chosen

people: " Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither is His
ear heavy that it cannot hear: but your iniquities have separated between you and your
God, and your sins have hid His face from you, that He will not hear."
What The New Testament Teaches

The New Testament continues the theme of the Old, and we find that God's answer

to prayer is conditional, and prayers must conform to certain standards before the
petitioner can hope to catch God's ear. They must be made in faith, nothing wavering
(lames 1:6, 7); in harmony with God's will (1 John 5:14); made in Jesus's name (John
14:13, 14); by those who "abide in Qirist" (John 15:7); and with a proper motive
(Jas. 4:3). It is interesting to note that the apostle Peter brings the Old Testament
position over also into the New when he says (in 1 Peter 3:12) " For the eyes of the
Lord are over the righteous, and His ears are open unto their prayers, but the face of
the Lord is against them that do evil" The apostle John says (1 John 3:22) "And
whatsoever we ask we receive of Him, because we keep His commandments and do

the things that are plying in His sight." Most of these scriptures apply to members
of the church and when we consider the conditions which God requires of His scdnts
before He hearkens to their petitions then perhaps we may rightly conclude that God
will not countenance the prayers of those who have yet to become His saints and are
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yet outside the Conunonwealth of Qinst The New Testament certainly leaves us in

no doubt that a prerequisite to a prayerful relationship with God is to obey His word
and become a disciple of Qirist through the gospel. It is however often pointed out
that there are many pious men and women who, strangely enough, have not yet heard
the true and pure gospel and who may indeed be searching after the truth and are
presently serving God as they best know how.

Cornelius certainly seems to have been a man who i»rtly comes into this category.
He was worshipping God as best he knew how and was doing it so successfully that his
prayers and ahnsgiving gave God pleasure indeed. Like everyone else he still had to
have the gospel preached to him and still had to be baptized for the remission of his
sins: nevertheless God heard His prayers previously. Certainly there will be some like
Cornelius in the world today, and who can say that God will not likewise hear Aem 7
Cornelius was not so good that he was exempted from obeying the gospel and so
whether or not there be any like Cornelius today is not our concern, for we must preach
the gospel to every creature (whether or not God may be listening to their prayers). As
I said at the beginning, what God chooses to hear or not to hear is no concern of ours,
and is consequently of academic interest only. I would say however that the case of
Cornelius is no justification for us to invite the unbaptized to join us in prayers as we
commonly do at gospel meetings.
It Depends Uptm Hie Prayer

Does God, then, hear the prayers of those who have not been baptized 7
It seems we would be justified in believing that He would hear men like Cornelius
albeit some say that his was a special case. Prayer however is never a substitute for the

gospel, and the good news must be preached and all must be subject to it if they would
continue in God's favour. Paul, when he was Saul, prayed mudi after the incident on
the way to Damascus but he was told to get up, to arise, and be baptized and wash
away his sins. His prayers were no substitute for obedience to the commands of Qirist.
On the other hand those who take no steps to find out what God would have them

do, or having found out are not disposed to do it, have little hope of God hearkening
to their prayers. Solomon said " He that tumeth away his ear from hearing the law
even his prayer shall be an abomination " (Proverbs 28:9) and this is as true of Oirist's
law as it was of that of Moses.

Space has prevented us from discussing whether those not obedient to the gospel
can come to God through ttie merits of Qirist, not having acknowledged CSirist as their
saviour or God as tiieir Father. "And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the
Spirit of His Son into your hearts crying, Abba, Father" (Gal, 4:6). Jesus said "No
man cometh unto the Father but by (or through) me " (John 14:6).
Surely only those ^o have become children of God can call Him "Father" or
" Our Fa&er," and only those of sinful mankind who have been wa^ed, cleansed and

sanctified by the blood of the Lamb can approach the pure God of heaven who cannot
look on sin.

(1 John 3:22): " And \idiatsoever we ask, we receive of Him. because we keep His
commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in His sight"

(C^estions please to James R. Gardiner, 88 Davidson Teiiace, Haddington, East Lothian,
Scotland).

IS THIS YOUR FRAYER7

1 pray that faith may give you light

I pray that all your cheri^ed hopes.

And be your constant guide;
That faith may overcome all doubt.
And move the clouds aside.

May be fulfilled for you,
For nothing is impossible . . .
With faith so deep and true!!
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A MISSIONARY EFFORT
N.W. 21st St. Church of Christ,
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.
18th February, 1969

Dear Brother(s) in Christ,

The chiu-ch on N.W. 21st Street in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, U.S., has been
sponsoring a mission progranune in Malawi, Africa, with the help of sister churches
in the United States for several years. We have asked the James Grant family of the
Wallacestone congregation in Scotland to go to Malawi where Bro. Grant will work as
a missionary among the African churches. This letter is an appeal to you for help with
Bro. Grant's travelling expenses.

Perhaps you wonder why we are appealing to you for help. The congregations
here which believe as we do are closer in faith and practice to most of the British
churches than to the other churdies of Qirist in America. This is especially true in
such matters as opposing individual cups, one-man ministry, going to war and other
things. In comparison with the other churches of Qirist here, our membership is smalL
We are asking for help in this work simply because we need it
We asked Bro. Giant to go to Africa (rather than one of ourselves) for several
reasons. One is economic. Bro. Grant lives about half the distance from Africa that

we do. More importantly, there are compelling historical reasons. Malawi was explored
and developed by Scottish people. (Blantyre, Malawi, was named after Blantyre, Scot
land). An. English family and a Scottish sister, Mary Bannister, helped to plant the
gospel in Malawi over half a century ago. Sister Bannister was from the Slamannan

district. The Wallaoestone church, as well as others in Britain, has for some time helped
the Malawi Christians with bibles, tracts, clothes and in other ways. Because of the
interest we share with them in the gospel in this area, it seemed very reasonable for us
to send Bro. Grant. The church here is in substantial agreement with Bro. Grant
doctrinally. We do not believe he is violating his principles in accepting support from
us, and we feel free to ask your help.
If you are able to help in this work send a contribution to brethren John Baird and
Tom Read, c/o Seaview Cottage, Wallacestone, Falkirk, Stirlingshire; they will place it
in a special fund to help to pay Bro. Grant's fare to Malawi. The church at Wallace-

stoiie fully endorses and gives its blessing to this venture and appeal. The Grant family
will leave for Africa, God willing, as soon as all prudent arrangements can be made,
perhaps by summer. We have asked them to stay in Africa for approximately three years.
May God bless you all in His service.
Sincerely in Him, JAMES ORTEN
(for 21st Street Churdi of Christ)

[EDITOR'S CX)MMENT: We have been asked to bring the above letter to the notice of
the Briti^ churches through ^ **S.S." and to add a word of endorsement We are

happy to do both, ^eral brethren in England and Scotland clearly, remember Bro.
Orten's visit in 1966, when he met and had fellowship in the gospel with several
congregations and individuals. We learned to love and esteem him for his grasp and
understanding of the views of his brethren here concerning New Testament C3mstianity.
In his turn Bro. Orten racouraged us in helping us to realise that there are still in the
United States inany brethren who strive closely to adhere to this noble cause.
Since that visit close contacts have been maintained between us, both in letters
and in publications.
So for as our personal knowledge go^, we wannly commend also our Bro. Grant
as one eminently fitted by. his deep spirituality, his zeal, his knowledge and under
standing of tfie Scriptures, and bis level-headedness and commonsense for tiiis noble and

responsible task. And we ^oleheartedly subscribe to the appeal for the necessary
money to finance this undertaking. Let us give generously. Here is an opportunity to
increase the very little we have done to Send the gospd into all the world.]
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READINGS
APRIL 1969

6—Psalm 32
13—Genesis 3:1-21
20—Genesis 2:1-17

Romans 4
Romans 5
Romans 6

27—^Deuteronomy 5:22-33

Romans 7

THE GOSPEL TO THE ROMANS

We have already stated our belief that
the gospel first came to Rome through
some of those who were present at Pente
cost (Acts 2:10). While thus the first
members of the church there were un

doubtedly Jews, some Gentiles had joined
them by the time Paul wrote from Corinth
in about 57 a.d. (we assume time and
place). The battle for the Gentiles and
thus unity in the church so far as race
was concerned had been won through the
decision of the apostles and elders at
Jerusalem (Acts 11:18 and 15-23) and the
advocacy of the apostle Paul. We apply
the title "gospel" to our comments on
account of certain passages in our April
readings in the letter—and we trust, our
study of them.

chapter 12, and thereafter more specifically
instruction for Christian behaviour; yet in
our present chapters the question of
behaviour stands out prominently. We
have first the thought of Abraham as a
righteous man who pleased God (Gen.
18:19). Yet his righteousness was not the
means of his justification before God. It
was his continued faith in the promises,
in spite of humanly impossible obstacles,
that made him righteous in the sight of
God (Gen. 15:6). His obedience proved
the genuineness of his faith. So our own
peace with God, due to oiu* faith bringing
us " into this grace (favour with God)"
(5:2) leads on to patience, experience,
probation and hope. God's love working
in us changes our behaviour (5:3-5).
The Part of Baptism

Furthermore the exercise of God's grace
towards us imposes an obligation which
we accept when faith leads to obedience
in baptism. The significance Paul here
gives to baptism is of vital importance.
Unless our immersion in the water truly
indicates subservience and siurender to

the divine will, brought about by the
work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts
(John 3:5), we have not died and been
buried to the old life of sin, and risen

Great Texts in the Epistle

to the new. Here we see the meaning of

"Jesus, Who was delivered up for our
trespasses and raised for our justification "
(4:25); "Therefore, being justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ" (5:1); "For while we were
yet without strength, in due time Christ

this death and burial as severance from

died for the ungodly" (5:6); "God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us"

(5:8); "\^ere sin abounded, grace did
much more abound" (5:20); "The wages

of sin is death; but ^e ^t of God is
eternal life through Jesus Christ, our
Lord" (6:23).

All these are being and have always
been used very widely for simple and
striking public display. In one way or
another they epitomise the gospel message.
They set forth the atoning work of our
Saviour as forcefully as anything in the
whole New Testament. This is an illus

tration of the way in which fact and
doctrine are inextricably interwoven har

moniously in the texture of the scriptures.
We regard this letter as doctrinal up to

the appeal and power of sin (6:11). We
must not (the negative side) allow sin to
establish any power over us (6:12). We
must (the positive side) put ourselves in
God's hand as good tools or weapons for
His purposes. We have absolutely changed
our employer from Satan to God—and
what a most wonderful "employer" we
have ! His wage is not pay but a priceless
and unlimited gift (6:23).
United With Oirist

Another analogy is equally fitting, and
we approach it with reverence. We were

married to Satan and could not escape
judgement,because the only way of escape
is sinlessness—not to sin at all because,
through the law and our conscience we
knew of our condenmation. The result of

our union with sin is disease, physical,
moral and spiritual. The union and the
condemnation are ended by our death in

baptism. Marriage to Christ (7:4) means
the closest and most thrilling spiritual
union and communion with Him, resulting
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in the conception and birth of every noble
and righteous thought, word and action—
a life like His, due to the life imparted
by the Holy Spirit of God. We may,
indeed, thereafter stumble and fall, but
One to Whom we are so closely bound
restores and renews us as we recognise
and confide our weakness to Him.

instruction on points of "fashion" and
" keeping up with the times" (Romans
12:2). Neglect of this might well mean
" conforming to the world." It generally
does, and the very thought should frighten
every committed Christian. "Friendship
with the world is enmity against God"
(James 4:4). Beware, for instance, sisters,
because

Daily Application
As we grow in likeness to Him our old

nature recedes and gradually but surely
drops away, and "each victory helps us
some other to win." Though deeply
conscious of his weakness (read in parti
cular 7:14-25) Paul could eay truly "Christ
liveth in me" (Gal. 2:20). Let us each
one examine himself (1 Cor. 11:28; 2 Cor.
13:5) with the thought "Do I belong?"
arising from 1:7—" called to be Christ's
men and women" (J.B.P.). Hiere is an
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the

moral

decadence

of

oiir

permissive society goes hand in hand
with women's fashions. Men, including
Christian men, are men not angels, and
the " flesh lusteth against the spirit"
(Gal. 5:17). Every woman who fails to
be modest is guilty of disobedience to
God (1 Tim. 2:9; 1 Peter 3:2-4; 1 Cor.
11:1-16). Some very unpopular instructions
are given in scripture. Nevertheless we
shall be judged by them on the last day.
Alas, some do not even know they are

there—dare we suppose that ignorance

easily adopted feeling that something less

will be a

than this will do. We may well be dubbed
" puritanical" and " prudes " if we stand

(John 12:48) cannot be limited to what
He said only (Luke 10:10).

firmly for strict adherence to scriptural

R. B. SCX>TT

valid excuse?

Jesus's words

A SERIES FOR OUR WOMENFOLK

LESSONS FROM LIFE
By HAROLD BAINES
No. 1;

SALT

" Ye are the salt of die earth " (Matt. 5:13)

IN presenting this series to our women readers we are bearing in mind two things:
One, you seldom have articles in the " Standard " specially for you; and Two, talcing
elements in common household use and from them drawing, as our heading suggests,
Lessons from Life. This is the method our Lord used with good effect, so we intend
to copy Him and take the very elements He used from which to draw our lessons.

We begin with that common household condiment, salt, an element Jesus said to
His followers they were. It follows that the natural elements foimd in salt have their
spiritual counterpart in us. Let us see what they were.

First salt is a mineral, i.e. of the earth. So are we. As such it needs refining; so
do we. In the refining process foreign matter, impurities, sand, grit, etc.,are removed by
a process of washing and evaporation which involves the separation of the pure grains
of salt from the impurities that make it tmfit for use. When these are removed the salt

becomes the essential mineral it is for the preservation of life; without it, especially
in hot countries, life would not be possible, for the body would dehydrate.
Our next point is that salt is soon recognised', there is no mistaking the taste of salt
Salt has a taste all its own, tangy and keen. Are we soon recognised ? We call to mind
two people who worked together on the same bench in a workshop for some time. One

day they found themselves in the same pew at the local church attending some special
services. " I didn't know," said one, " that you attended a place of worship." " Neither
did I about you," said the other. Strange, wasn't it, that two so-called Christians worked
side by side for about ten years and never recognised each other as fellow-Christians ?

IS
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Another thing about salt is that it does its work silently, with a minimum of fuss
(not like certain kinds of health salts that fizz and boil for a moment and must be taken
immediately or they go "flat" and lose their effectiveness). Salt put in a dish of
potatoes promptly (Usappears; but should the housewife in the rush of cooking dtores
ask herself " Have I put in the salt ? " she has only to taste and see. Like the schoolboy
who, on being asked to give a definition of salt, said, " It'e that which makes potatoes
taste bad when it isn't there" !

Again salt prevents corruption—prevents but doesn't cure: once corruption sets into
foodstuffs there is little that can be done: " Prevention is better than cure." In the days

before refrigerators, salt was used extensively by our mothers to preserve the meat in hot
weather from going bad, and even to-day is used by certain food industries for the very
same purpose. That appetising breakfast dish of fried bacon would not be possible
without the preserving element of salt.

Our next point: salt creates a thirst. In our youth we remember enjoying salty
kippers for supper: real tasty they were, but oh the thirst they created! We felt like
drinking gallons. We wonder how many Christians develop a spiritual thirst. In an
earlier part of Matt 5 (verse 6) our Lord taught that " they that hunger and thirst after
righteousness shall be Med." One feels there are few of us who have really and truly
hungered and thirsted as those in a famine. It is an awful agonising experience. The
thought here is of one craving longingly for food and drink, having an appetite for it
because of spiritual activities, just as the body has an appetite for natural food after
physical labour. Let us see that our lives are sufficiently " salty," that we too have a
spiritual appetite for the " Water of Life."
Our next point may siurprise our women readers. It will certainly interest them:
did you know that salt is good for beauty ? Now you ladies, you spend much time and
money on your appearance, going to great lengths to catch and delight the masculine
eye; but did you know that the best ingredient for a " schoolgirl complexion " is the salt
dish on your kitchen table? We quote no less an authority than "Show Business"
(and no one knows more about artificial beauty than the world of the theatre). A group
of acrobats who were noted for the healthy appearance of their skin were asked for the
secret. No, it was no special cosmetic or expensive oils: they just rubbed themselves
down night and morning with a towel soaked in a strong solution of salt and water and
their skins were a delightful natural healthy colour. Dare I suggest, as a mere man,
ladies, that you throw away your powder puffs, face creams, etc. Save yourselves money
and turn to common salt, and find that "schoolgirl complexion" of the popular
advertisements of not so long ago.

Finally, salt can lose its taste, and after that is no more use. Do any of our readers
know of a use for tasteless salt? It can't even melt ice. No, our Lord's condemnation

is only too true that it is fit for nothing but to be cast imder the feet of men.
What a solemn warning. Do we realise how easy it would be to lose our Christian

flavoiu*, our spiritual saltiness, and become of no use in the Master's Kingdom ? Salt
loses its flavour by being exposed to elements outside, such as dampness. The Christian
can lose his or her flavour when too much of the world intrudes into our life and

destroys our thirst after righteousness. So dear sister, when next you use your salt pot
in the daily round of household duties, just pause for a moment and think of the words
of our Lord,
" Ye are the salt of the earth."

Next month we hope to talk about Milk.

Thought from the kitchen:
Quistianity is like instant coffee.
It should leave no " grounds for complaint'

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

47

Old Testament have come to fruition. The

(3) In my personal work of trying to
spread the gospel, I am sending a copy
of "Twenty Questions" to nearly every
writer of a religious article that appears
in all the papers or jperiodicals. that come
my way, and whose address is given, and,
as far as possible including name and
address of nearest church or preacher for

apostles are described in the Book of Acts

contact

as telling the Jews that Jesus is their
promised Messiah and the Gentiles that

tively an up-to-date list is essential and
a comprehensive list would therefore have
greater outreach. The new list should be
ready for printing in April and churdi
secretaries who have not already done
so are urged to send me particulars of
services, etc., as soon as possible. The
new list will be entitled "Directory of

A NEW AND WORLD-CHANGING
ACT OF GOD

"The writers of the Gospels report the
announcement of Jesus that the Kingdom
of God has come, and are filled with the
joyful certainty that the promises of the

the risen Christ has come to turn them

from darkness to light. Paul's letters are
inspired variations on the theme that " if
any man is in Christ he is a new creature."

John's writings are dominated by the
master-thought that " the darkness is past,
and the true light now shineth" and the
Book of Revelation sets the Oiristian

message in the dazzling imagery of "a
new heaven and a new earth."

(From "The Christian Faith,"
by David H. C. Read)

In order to do this work effec

Churches of Oirist in the British Isles."

Bro. Himter has kindly given me every
possible assistance in this project and
without his help I should not be able to
complete the task.
C KINGSWOOD,

(Sent by A. L. Frith)

REVISED DIRECrORY OF
CHURCHES

With reference to the announcement in

the February issue of the "Scripture
Standard " regarding the new directory of
churches, Bro. Hunter and myself regret
any misunderstanding that may have
occurred.

[The above letter arises from our note in
"S.S." of March, p. 31. We gladly give
space to Sis. Kingswood's reply. We
simply repeat our closing words in our
statement:
the 'S.S.' is having
nothing to do with this matter. This is
not interfering with the desire of any
brother, sister or church to be identified
with this revised list of churches.—^Ed.]

Bro. Hunter was not aware

that this notice was going to appear in
the "Scripture Standard." The circular
letters

"Cartref," 45 WiUiams Way,
Radlett, Herts.

to the

church secretaries were

printed in January, prior to this notice,
and there was no intention of maVing a
revised "Scripture Standard" list
The reasons for the revision were three

II

OBITUARY

II

Bladd>am (New Welliiigton Street).—On
14th March, 1969, our aged sister, Hannah
Cunliffe, departed this life. She came to

know Jesus as her Saviour just over three

visitors from overseas have been asking

years ago, and has remained faithfuL
Because of bodily weakness towards the
end of her life sbe was unable to enjoy
the fellowship of the saints around the

for an up-to-date list of churches to

Lord's Table, but with simple faith she

fold:

(1)

Several British members and also

enable them to meet with their brethren

remained steadfast

while they are travelling around the British
(2) Two people travelled over 40 miles
one Lord's Day to find a congregation

mourn, but " not as those without hope."
We commend the family to a loving
Father and especially do we offer our
sympathy to our Sister Violet Cunliffe in

mentioned on the current list but found

her sorrow.

Isles.

that the church was no longer meeting
there.

Bro.

H.

Hie brethren here

Davenport

funeral service.

conducted

the
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that the Conference is for all Old Path

SPRING CX)NFERENCE
The brethren at Ulverston have invited

the Conference, which is
Saturday, April 5th, 1969.
Afternoon

business

to

session

be held

churches and supporters; in other words
YOUR Conference.

Tom Woodhouse (Secretary)
to

com

mence at 2 p.m., followed by Devotional
Meeting approximately 3.30 to 4.30 pjn.
when Bro. John Dodsley and Bro. G.
Ellis of Kirkby-in-Ashfield will speak. Tea
will follow.

Will committee members please note
that the committee meeting will be held

The Scarlet Woman (Rev. 17; 17)

Babylon

The evening meeting will commence at
6 p.m., Bro. Black of Dalmellington pre
siding, and the speakers being Bro. Alf.
Marsden of Wigan and Bro. Ernest Makin
of Ince.

Marks of her identification:—

(Rev. 17:2).

2.

Kings of the earth accept her false
claims (Rev. 17 :2).

3.

The inhabitants of earth come under

4.

Accommodation for those brethren

5.

wishing to stay over can be arranged by
writing to Bro. John Thistlethwaite, 3

6.

Lancaster Street, Dalton in Fumess, Lanes.,
or alternatively by writing direct to one

7.

The Lonsdale House, Ulverston.
B. & B. 40/-.

The Newby Bridge Hotel, near
Ulverston.
B. & B. 44/-.
We hope that all brethren who are
interested in Evangelism will make an
effort to attend the meetings, remembering

the

1. She is a spiritual adulteress

Will brethren note that the meetings
will be held in the Quebec Mission Hall.

of the following hotels:
The Sim Hotel, Ulverston. B. & B. 32/6.

confusion—^from

fusion in religion.

at a convenient time between tea and the

evening meeting.

means

tower of Babel to Rome has been con

the influence of her false teaching
(Rev. 17 :3).
Her predominant colours are purple
and scarlet (the colours of the
Papacy Rev. 17:4).
Her great wealth—girded with gold,
etc. (Rev. 17 :4).
She is abomination to God (Rev.
17 :5).
She is the "mother of harlots" —

other false religious systems.
(Rev. 17:5).
8. She persecutes God's people (Rev.
17 :5)..
9. She sits on a seven-hilled city and is
a city (Rev. 9:18).
No other system than the Roman
Catholic Church fits the pictiu-e in every
detail.
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Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it war in the beginning.
VOL. 36.

No. 5.

MAY. 1%9

FAITH AND THE WORD OF GOD
PART I

FOR our suggested New Testament readings for Lord's Days we are at present reading
Paul's Letter to the Romans. We were impressed when at the opening of chapter 4 Paul
in a seemingly abrupt manner introduces Abraham. On a casual reading it would seem
that the mention of Abraham is quite out of context and has nothing to do with what
Paul has written so far in his letter. But there is a vital connection, as is shown by
Paul's asking " What then shall we say about Abraham . . . ? " It is the word " then "
that is significant, for it means in this connection " therefore " as though Paul is saying
" In view of what we have written, what about Abraham—where does he fit in ? "

The connection is seen if we read more carefully the previous three chapters. Iix
chapter 1 Paul depicts the sins of the Gentiles in words as terrible as any that have been
written, comparing vividly with the awful denunciation of the scribes and Pharisees
uttered by Jesus (Matt. 23). No doubt Paul's fellow-Jews v/ould say " Amen " or, as we

should put it, " Hear, hear! " to Paul's fearful condemnation. But in the second chapter
the apostle writes of the sins of the Jews, showing that theirs are against the light and
revelation of Jehovah. They are, like the Gentiles, " without excusc " (1:20; 2:1). After
demonstrating that all are guilty before God, Paul sums up in chapter 3:23 that "all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God," that, according to the Old Covenant
scriptures, "None is righteous, no, not one," quoting Psalms 14 & 53.
Man has no excuse, no " justification " for his sins. How then can he live in the
presence of God, who is absolutely holy, and in whose presence nothing sinful can
abide ?

Only through righteousness.

But Paul has demonstrated that we have no

righteousness of our own, neither the Jews by their law, nor the Gentiles by whatever
they know of God (1:18-23). THE ONLY ACCEPTABLE RIGHTEOUSNESS IS
THAT THROUGH FAITH (BELIEF) IN THE ABSOLUTE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF
SOMEONE OR SOMETHING OUTSIDE OF MAN. This righteousness is in God

alone, and has been clearly given and demonstrated to the world in Jesus Christ. In
another setting Paul speaks of " not having a righteousness of my own, based on law,
but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on
faith '• (Phil. 3;9).
Justification by Faith

This is the theme of the whole letter to the Romans—righteousness through faith
—and is summed up in one verse (1:17): " He who is righteous by faith shall live." Nor
is this a new doctrine, for Paul quotes from the Old Covenant scriptures, from Habakkuk
2:4. The great truth is quoted also in Heb. 10:35.
In chapter 4 of Romans Paul writes as though he were reasoning with a Jewish
rabbi or doctor of the law, who is opposing this doctrine of "salvation by faith." "What

so
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shall we say then about Abraham ? " There is no sudden transition from what has gone
before to what now follows. Not only does the Jew have Abraham in mind to confute

Paul's teaching, but Paul now afSrms and proves from the Jewish scriptures that the
example and experiences of Abraham were a living proof all along that it is God's
purpose to justify and to save those who have faith in what God has said, in God's

promises: indeed, who by God are made righteous through this faith. Paul quotes
Gen. 15:6—^"Abraham believed the Lord, and he reckoned it [Abraham's belief, his
faith] to him for righteousness." In fxu'ther illustration of Abraham's righteousness by
faith (not by works of the law) Paul points out that this righteousness of Abraham's
was apart altogether from his being a Jew through circumcision. For Abraham's
righteousness was before God made the covenant of circumcision: this rite follows after
God's acceptance of Abraham's faith. Abraham's righteousness is declared in Gen. 15;
circumcision is ordained by God later, in Gen. 17:9-14,

Moreover, Abraham's being made righteous was apart altogether from the law given
through Moses. In Gal. 3:17 Paul states what no Jew could contradict—that the law was

given 430 years after God's promises were given to Abraham: believing those promises,
Abraham was accounted righteous. Further, in Rom. 4:13 Paul writes, "The promise
to Abraham and his descendants that they should inherit the world, did not come
through the law but through the righteousness of faith."
What was Abraham's Faith?

What did Abraham believe? We are told in Gen. 15:1-6. Please read these promises
of God for yourself. Simply the facts are stated in the Genesis account, but in Rom,
4:19-22 Paul stresses what this faith of Abraham was: "He did not weaken in faith

when he considered his own body, which was as good as dead because he was about
a hundred years old, or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah's womb. No distrust

made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he
gave glory to God, fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.
THAT IS WHY HIS FAITH WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS."

The whole argument is masterly and irrefutable. Paul as a Jewish teacher meets the
Jewish teachers on their own groimd (the O.T. scriptures) and shows to them that what
he is teaching and preaching in the gospel is to be found foreshadowed in their sacred
writings.

Paul is showing in the clearest language that Abraham's faith was his believing
what God said, even though fulfilment seemed impossible, SIMPLY BECAUSE GOD
HAD SAID IT. The truth of God would be accomplished against everything that would
seem to prevent it. Abraham believed that, so surely as God had said, so surely would
it be done. It was not going to be, but wo;. With God it was not in the future, but
is now. So Paul states in Rom. 4:17: "I have made you [not "will make you"] the
father of many nations, when, so far as scripture records, Abraham was the father of
none, not even of Ishmael!
(Next month: THE APPLICATION OF ABRAHAM'S FAITH TO US)
EDITOR

"SON OF MAN

99

I DO NOT possess a television set. When I watch I watch on other people's sets. Such
an occasion was on Wednesday evening, April 16th, when I saw " The Wednesday Play:
SON OF MAN," by Dennis Potter.
I suppose that we all have our own conception of Jesus Christ. We have our own
mental picture of His appearance and His voice. Even although conditioned by what we
read in the gospel records our conception can be largely imaginary or even prejudiced
and fixed, so that we can look at an artist's painting or a sculpture and be pleased—" I
think that's just like what Jesus would look like or shocked—" I don't think it looks
a bit like Him "—^when none of us has the least idea what Jesus looked like.
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The Modem View of Qirist

I suppose, too, that we are at liberty to form our own views of what Jesus looked
like. In this age of *'debunking " many of the great figures of the past, in all walks of
life, are examined and shown to be, after all, quite ordinary people, but the halo of
antiquity or history has surrounded them with a glory they never really were worth.
Thus we have revolts against " traditional" art: the " great" painters of the past could
not paint; the " great" musicians could not compose; the " great" literary figures could
not write: they were stereotyped, conventional, traditional. Now we have broken away
from these traditional standards and are exercising our liberty without restrictions.
This " debunking " has no reverence, no manners. Even God and Jesus Christ are
examined and spoken of as merely persons like ourselves, whom we can contradict or
ignore. In some respects we claim to be above and superior to God. John Lennon of
the Beatles claimed that he was wider known and of more importance than Jesus Christ.
Truly, we ignore the divine revelation that "man is made in the image of God": we
have even reversed that truth in our making God in the image of man (Rom. 1:19-23).
But those terrible words were written of those who had never known the revelation God

has made in His Son, Jesus Christ, as written in the scriptiires. They were " without
excuse ": how much more are we " without excuse," who have God's fullest revelation ?
A Human and a Divine Picture

This play " Son of Man " will be welcomed by many as breaking from tradition,.
refreshing, iminhibited, presenting a fiesh-and-blood, down-to-earth picture of Christ.
But, in spite of our having no description in scripture of the appearance of Jesus, I
caimot conceive of his looking like a drunken tramp, which was my impression from
this play; or as a gibbering idiot, as he appears before Pontius Pilate.
But far worse than the physical depiction was the scant regard paid to what, after
all, is the only eye-witness testimony to Jesus and His mission and teaching contained
in the New Testament. The evangelists portray Jesus as one having authority, assured,
absolutely without doubt of His mission and relationship to God, Son of Man and Son
of God. This play presents him as uncertain, full of doubts, a declaimer, a victim of
circumstances, a martyr to his beliefs. No picture is presented of one willingly laying
down His life, of the power being in His own hands of being able '*to lay it down, and
to take it up again." Before Caiafdias and Pilate He appears a pitiable figure. In the
gospels we see Him as one who has complete control over all that is taking place, as
being not the judged but the Judge. And when, facing the prisoner, Pilate says to him,
" I am sorry " the scene borders on farce: it is solemn nonsense.
As a further illustration of the liberties taken with the gospel records—^the only
authentic ones—^we have an incident in which Judas Iscariot, the rich yoimg ruler and
the lawyer who asked Jesus " Who is my neighbour ? " are mixed up together. Perhaps
they are meant to be, to suggest that Judas, the ruler and the lawyer were one and the
same person!

Another ludicrous episode is the healing of a girl possessed by demons. Jesus takes
her into his arms, talks to her, nurses her until her hysterics cease, then gently lulls her

as one would a frightened child. The intent is to show Jesus as a psychological healer.
This is not realism setting right tradition! To such thinking the gospels are not
sufficient: they are simply the records of those who saw and heard. We, 1900 years after
the events, can show with deeper meaning and greater significance the meaning of Christ
All this is inevitable when man sets himself to improve scripture, to fill up what
is lacking in God's revelation. Nevertheless, long after this play has had its run, the
records of Christ's sublicde life, that life itself and the authenticity of the scripture
writers will stand, clearly telling their message of Him who is Son of Man and Son
of God.

It seems significant that the play "Son of Man" ends with
nothing afterwards, no resurrection. But meaning to Christ's life,
is given by the resurrection—" declared to be the Son of God ...
from the dead " (Rom. 1:4).

the cross: there is
work and teaching
by the resiurection
C. MELLING
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Conducted by
James Gardiner

" Does the Hteral cup represent the New Testament? " (Luke 22:20; 1 Cor. 11:25).
Perhaps I should point out straight away that this question comes from a reader in
the U.S.A.

Hebrews chapter 9 tells us quite a lot about both the old and new testaments.

I imderstand that the only two words jn the English language which are completely
synonymoiis are " testament" and " will"—God's new testament or will for mankind.

Heb. 9:14 tells us that Christ is the mediator of the new testament and v. 16 says that
" where a testament is there must also be the death of the testator" and that " a will
or testament is of no force whatever until the decease of the testator."

Verse 18 continues by informing us that the first, or old, testament was dedicated

or ratified by blood and goes on to recall the occasion (v. 19): " For when Moses had
spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took the blood of calves

and of goats, with water and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book
and all the people, saying, This is the blood of the testament God hath enjoined unto
you. Moreover he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle, and all the vessels of the
ministry."
Likewise, the blood of Jesus Christ has been shed and dedicates or ratifies God's

new or second covenant with man—a better covenant and dedicated by better and nobler
blood. This then is what is referred to by, "This cup is the new testament in my blood,"
in Luke 22:20 and 1 Cor. 11:25.

The Cup

The question asks, " Does the literal cup represent the New Testament ? "
My view is that the literal cup does not represent the new testament but the repre

sentation is truly contained in the fruit of the vine. However, having said this, some
qualification is necessary. Before the fruit of the vine can represent the new testament
dedication it must be contained in a cup, for when one talks of the " cup of the Lord "
one of necessity envisages a cup just as one envisages a table when (me talks of the
"table of the Lord." Without the cup and the table such terms are a nonsense. When the

fruit of the vine is in the grape on the bush or vine it cannot be described as the " cup
of the Lord." When it is crushed and put into a thirty-gallon barrel it still can't be
described as the " cup of the Lord." Likewise when it is in a bottle in transit to the

churdi secretary. In fact it cannot be so described imtil it is in a cup and on the Lord's
table, and thereafter dispensed—only then is it the " cup of the Lord." 1 Cor. 10:21
says "Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers
of the Lord's table and the table of devils," and therefore I am safe in concluding that
" the cup of the Lord " and " the table of the Lord " are scriptural terms. The literal
cup does not therefore represent the new testament, as the question asks, but the fruit
of the vine, contained in a cup, is the new testament in His blood. As has been said

many times before, the figurative (by metonymy) depends upon the literal. The phrase
" the kettle is boiling " depends upon the existence of a kettle, and if several kettles
are envisaged the phrase would require to be " the kettles are boiling." Similarly one
could not accurately say "the kettle is boiling" if the water being boiled was in a
clothes boiler. We could not talk of "the cross of Christ" without an actual cross

having been employed.
Such phrases, for their very existence, depend upon one table, one cross, one kettle
and one cup. I make no apology for labouring this seemingly obvious point, nor do I

make apology for saying that a plurality of cups at the Lord's table does an injustice
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to and is a travesty of the term " the cup of the Lord." One has as much right to talk
of " individual tables " as " individual cups," because the oneness of " the table of the
Lord" is as much a single unit as the "cup of the Lord." If we all had individual

tables and individual cups, presumably we could all stay at home and worship in
isolation ?
What Jesus Did

I believe that Jesus knew as much about metonymy as we do, and perhaps a litde
more; and He, with a cup and contents in His hand said," This cup is the new testament
in my blood
and I believe if we do likewise we shall do well, whether or not we, in
our human wisdom, can see any significance in the implementation of a cup. God chose
the vessel, just as in the old covenant God chose the vessels of the sanctuary; and who
would have dared, under the old covenant, to meddle with or set aside that arrangement.
Personally I would prefer the Lord's arrangement to that of a latter-day Presbyterian
" minister."

We are often referred to Luke 22:17, which says "And he took the cup, and gave
thanks, and said. Take this, and divide it among yourselves . . . ." and the quotation
is intended to show that as Jesus was not intending His disciples to break the cup into
little pieces then He was reckoning the cup as of no consequence at all. Surely this verse,
is to be approached in exactly the same way as we would read Mark 14:3, concerning
the woman with the alabaster box of ointment of spikenard ". . . . and she brake the
box, and poured it on his head." Obviously similar phraseology indicating that it was
the contents of the box she poured on his head, not the box. In like manner the disciples
were to share the contents of the cup thus indicating that one cup held the contents. It

would have been pointless for Jesus to have said, *divide it among yourselves' if it had
already been divided into numerous vessels. For a commentary on what Jesus meant
by " divide it among ourselves " we have a parallel passage in Matt. 26:27 which quotes
Jesus as sasdng, " Drink ye all of it." It is possible to divide something without drinking
it, but in drinking it they thus divided it. It is important to note that Paul was not

present with the disciples at the institution of the feast but gives us an account of it in
1 Cor. 11:23 onwards which is virtually the gospels verbatim, indicating that Jesus told
him in fine detail exactly what had taken place, and also indicating most strongly that
Jesus wanted Paul and all disciples to follow faithfully that procedure demonstrated by
Him at the institution of the feast. Men meddle with this at their peril.

Wliy One Cup?

In one final point I would like to commcnt briefly on the criticism often heard that
one cup limits the size of a congregation. It is suggested that this is a drawback and a
flaw in the wisdom of God. The one cup most surely limits the size of the congregation,
and surely we recognise tliis as an evidence of the great wisdom of God. It does not
limit the size of the church, only the size of the local congregation. In this way the

congregation is kept to a hundred-and-fifty or so, to a size which is workable and
manageable where each member can know all the others and be in a position " to bear
one another's burdens." I recall a recent occasion when a sister came from U.S.A. to

England for a holiday and met another American sister. During their conversation the
astoimding fact emerged that they were both members of the same congregation back
home. Surely some congregations must be far too large numerically, and I would
suggestthat as soon as a church is too big to be catered for by the cup it is just too big,
and some members should hive off and witness for the Master in some other part of the
town or area.

When one considers the beautiful and artless simplicity of the feast, as instituted by
our Lord at His table, one can but stand amazed and appalled that this same holy

ordinance of God, albeit simplicitypersonified, should have become a stone of stumbling
amongst the professed disciples of Christ, resulting to our shame in the dividing asunder
of churches and in the destruction of that very communion it was intended to promote
and create.

(Qaestions, please, to James R. Gardiner, 88 Davidson Tmace, Hadffington,

East Lothian, l^tland)
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A MISSIONARY EFFORT
N.W. 21st St. Church of Christ,
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.
18th February, 1969

Dear firother(s) in Christ,

The church on N.W. 21st Street in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, U.S., has been
sponsoring a mission programme in Malawi, Africa, with the help of sister churches
in the United States for several years. We have asked the James Grant family of the
Wallacestone congregation in Scotland to go to Malawi where Bro. Grant will work as

a missionary among the African churches. This letter is an appeal to you for help with
Bro. Grant's travelling expenses.

Perhaps you wonder why we are appealing to you for help. The congregations
here which believe as we do are closer in faith and practice to most of the British
churches than to the other churches of Qirist in America. This is especiaUy true in
such matters as opposing individual cups, one-man ministry, going to war and other
things. In comparison with the other churches of Christ here, our membership is small.
We are asking for help in this work simply because we need it.
We asked Bro. Grant to go to Africa (rather than one of ourselves) for several
reasons. One is economic. Bro. Grant lives about half the distance from Africa that

we do. More importantly, there are compelling historical reasons. Malawi was explored
and developed by Scottish people. (Blantyre, Malawi, was named after Blantyre, Scot
land). An English family and a Scottish sister, Mary Bannister, helped to plant the
gospel in Malawi over half a century ago. Sister Bannister was from the Slamannan

district. The Wallacestone church, as well as others in Britain, has for some time helped
the Malawi Christians with bibles, tracts, clothes and in other ways. Because of the
interest we share with them in the gospel in this area, it seemed very reasonable for us
to send Bro. Grant. The church here is in substantial agreement with Bro. Grant
doctrinally. We do not believe he is violating his principles in accepting support from
us, and we feel free to ask your help.
If you are able to help in this work send a contribution to brethren John Baird and

Tom Read, c/o Seaview Cottage, Wallacestone, Falkirk, Stirlingshire; they will place it
in a special fund to help to pay Bro. Grant's fare to Malawi. The church at Wallace
stone fully endorses and gives its blessing to this venture and appeal. The Grant family
will leave for Africa, God willing, as soon as all prudent arrangements can be made,
perhaps by siraimer. We have asked them to stay in Africa for approximately three years.
May God bless you all in His service.
Sincerely in Him, JAMES ORTEN
(for 21st Street Church of Christ)

[EDITOR'S COMMENT: We have been asked to bring the above letter to the notice of
the British churches through the "S.S." and to add a word of endorsement. We are
happy to do both. Several brethren in England and Scotland clearly remember Bro.
Orten's visit in 1966, when he met and had fellowship in the gospel with several
congregations and individuals. We learned to love and esteem him for his grasp and
understanding of the views of his brethren here concerning New Testament Christianity.
In his turn Bro. Orten encouraged us in helping us to realise that there are still in the
United States many brethren who strive closely to adhere to this noble cause.
Since that visit close contacts have been maintained between us, both in letters
and in publications.
So far as our personal knowledge goes, we warmly commend also our Bro. Grant
as one eminently fitted by his deep spirituality, his zeal, his knowledge and imder-

standing of the Scriptures, and his level-headedness and commonsense for this noble and
responsible task. And we wholeheartedly subscribe to the appeal for the necessary
money to finance this imdertaking. Let us give generously. Here is an opportimity to
increase the very little we have done to send the gospel into all the world.]
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SCRIPTURE
READINGS

quite impossible for man to lift himself
out of his sinful condition, as all history
60 plainly confirms. God therefore out of
His free grace came to the rescue in
human flesh, and broke the bands of
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enslavement to sin and death by resisting

4—Deuteronomy 6:1-15 Romans 8:1-17

IN THE FLESH all temptations to dis

11—Psalm 44:1 & 9-25
18—Genesis 21:1-13
25—Hosea 1 to 2:1

Romans 8:18-39
Romans 9:1-18
Romans 9:19-33

THE LAW OF THE SPIRIT OF UFE

(Romans 8:2)
A LAW may be a command in so many
words, as " Thou shalt not kill," or it may

be a rule or fixed way of working, such
as the " laws of nature." We think the
two laws mentioned in this verse illustrate
the latter. One law is contrasted with the

other. One law brings release from the
other, and supersedes it when accepted.
Paul is referring to the law of Moses as
" the law of sin and death."

He under

stood that its provisions, even those
relating to physical action, could never

obedience, facing the ignominious death
on the cross by living the perfect and
selfless life.

it was a foregone conclusion that
such a life should end in this way, not
only because God so ordained it, but
because human nature in spite of God's
intervention through law and prophets, is
antagonised by perfect holiness, purity
and truth—more especially truth. Jesus
thought, spoke and acted the truth (John
18:37). We may quote Paul: "Am 1
become your enemy because I tell you
you the truth?" (Gal. 4:16), the answer
being " Yes!" so far as the religious
leaders were concerned with Christ. Only
regenerated, instructed and developed

We know this well

human nature can bear the complete

also, for who has obeyed the command

exhibition of righteousness and love with
out resentment. It shines a vivid light
upon sin. The Jews who fulfilled the law,
like Zacharias and Elizabeth (Luke 1:6),
or accepted divine intervention with the

be completely kept.

" Thou shalt love the Lord with all thy
heart"—the principle at its base ? In the
Jewish nation at that time it had become

a restrictive and formal performance. The
sacrifices were offered, the Temple was
revered, the law was recited, but only a
small minority observed it from the heart.

humility of Mary (Luke 1:38) could be
regarded as persons regenerated by the
standards of the prophets, and such

The outworking produced a nation of
higher moral standards than the heathens,

persons

but a nation shot through with pride and
hypocrisy, which stood condemned by its
own law. But so has all mankind, always,

agony of bearing the sins of the world

whether the law be the law of Moses or
of conscience.

" All have sinned" and are therefore

were

scarce.

The intolerable and incomprehensible
had to be undertaken by our Saviour so
that the just and holy Creator could for
give and take away sin. Had this been
granted

without

condition

God

would

have condoned sin and become unjust
and unholy. He has provided a way out
of condemnation not only by providing

doomed to die physically, and the old
law, so to speak, leaves it at that, with
only obscure hints of any future life.

a sacrifice for sin, but by His new law,

" The man who doeth those things shall
live by them," writes Moses (Lev. 18:5).

for eternal life. This is only possible
through the " new spiritual principle"

Thinking of Christ's words to the Sad-

being applied to our mortal bodies as we

ducees (Matt. 22:32), there may be a hint

come " into Christ" through faith, repen
tance and obedience (Rom. 6:3). This is
indicated by the promise of the Holy
Spirit (Acts 2:38). Whether we apply or
not the capital letter in our verse, the
Holy Spirit is indeed the " spirit of life,"
and it is His law which every Christian

of continued life. The new law assures us

that, in following it, sin and death need
occupy our minds no longer. Phillips

translates our verse, interpreting it help
fully, " The new spiritual principle of life
in Christ lifts me out of the vicious circle
of sin and death." It is a vicious circle

indeed with the one hope of release—

is committed to obey. The Christian's
weaknesses are provided for. His salvation

salvation through Christ's sacrifice. It was

does not depend upon any merit of his.
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but upon the grace which has provided

We hope we won't be misimderstood,

the sacrifice, and likewise provides the
strength for the life-long conflict between
flesh and spirit We need to recognise that
no supposedly meritorious work of ours

but that is our object—^to deal in a
condensed form with the subject of milk,

the scriptural as well as the household
variety.

can win our salvation, and while we must
"work

out

our

salvation"

we

do

it

humbly and we know "it is God Who
worketh in us both to will and to do"

(Phil. 2:13).
The law of sin and death is the one
imder which mankind now lives. What a

man sows he reaps; warm air rises; water
finds its own level. So sin brings death.
The inevitable consequence of disobedience
is imhappiness. Man was provided with
the fruit of the tree of life (Gen. 2:9),
but his disobedience to the one prohibition
in that perfect garden of harmony and
happiness cut him off from the source of
life, because to live in disobedience could
only mean eternal unhappiness. But now
perfect obedience in the flesh has procured
the opportimity of eternal life for all who
put their faith in the sacrifice, and who

Many Forms
Our first recollection of milk was in our

childhood, of the local milkman carrying

a huge pail from which he measured out
pints and gills to his customers. We have
advanced far from those rather imhygienic

ways. Today we have an amazing variety
of that essential farm product that would
have surprised (and probably disgusted)
our grandparents if they could return and
see how things have changed. We have
bottled milk, tinned milk, cartoned milk,
condensed milk, skimmed milk, sweetened

milk, pasteurised milk, sterilised milk, dried
milk, "Unfit for Babies" milk, even
"Instant" milk.

In all these varieties

the law of the land demands purity. In
our text the real meaning of "sincere"
i.e. "free from adulteration."

walk in accordance with the law of the

Food and Strength

spirit of life. That rule of life is found
in the teaching and example of Jesus

Milk, in whatever form it is produced,
is primarily intended for the feeding of
the offspring of the producer: for instance,
elephant's milk is far different in its
constituents from say, cow's milk or goat's
milk; and in these days of artificial foods
no one has yet come up with a substitute

Himself.
" O wisest love ! that flesh and blood

Which did in Adam fail,

Should strive afresh against the foe.
Should strive and should prevail."
R. B. SCOTT

A Series for our Womenfolk
LESSONS FROM LIFE
No. 2; MILK
" The sincere milk of the word "

(1 Peter 2:2)
The story is told of a brother in the
church who was addicted to long sermons,
and whenever the opportimity presented
itself, such as the non-arrival of the
speaker for the day, would hasten to the
rostrum and discourse at great length.
On one such occasion he again made for
the front and the congregation groaned
inwardly at the painful prospect of
still another boring session. When he
annoimced as his subject the text at the

for mother's milk, although there are some
excellent products on the market. No,
nature has decreed, and by nature we
mean

the

God

behind

these

laws

of

nature, that there can be no effective
substitute for mother's milk; and nature

has also presented mankind with a problem
as to how the milk is produced. Exami
nation of the milk-producing glands fails
to offer an explanation as to how it is
done or what decides the when and how,
but the fact remains that immediately the

birth of a child is accomplished invariably
the milk is there—a child's first need met

at the very beginning of its life.
The Apostle Peter isn't the only writer
in scripture to refer to the "milk of the
word." Paul, writing to the Corinthian
Christians, calls them "babes" having to
be fed with milk (1 Cor. 3:2). And in

head of this article—^"The sincere milk

Heb. 5:12 & 13 the writer refers to those

of the word"—a voice from the body
of the hall cried out feelingly, "Brother,

who need milk and not strong meat
becaiise they are babes, and "unskilled
in the use of the word of righteousness."

can you make it condensed milk ?
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The purpose of milk is to provide the
most suitable food for the young in
Christ, but we also use milk for the sick

and the aged, and as a most important
ingredient in many of our dishes—^which
goes to prove that the "sincere milk of
the word" is suited to all walks and

experiences of our life.
Purity

The great emphasis is on the pure
unadulterated word.

Just as we have a

number of varieties of milk in its many
manufactiu-ed forms, so we have many

manufactured forms of the

" spiritual

milk" against which we do well to take
heed. As we have said, the law takes
strong action against anyone found guilty

of adulterating our food, and rightly so.
But there is no law against spiritual
adulteration of the word, and the child
of God needs to be constantly on guard
against the many sterilised, pasteurised,
modified

and

nullified

imitations

that

abound in the religious world. Modem
printing and many eminent scholars have
contributed to producing the Bible in
attractive and readable form, but like its
natural counterpart, it needs to be pure
and imadulterated.

As a last thought, milk goes sour if it
isn't used. We would not suggest this
applies to the word of God, for here the
analogy breaks down, but it is possible
for us to go sour, to become so selfrighteousness as to render of no effect the
very gospel we are trying to teach. One

of the great facts purveyors of milk know
is that the vessels used in its sale have of

themselves to be scrupulously clean. How
true of us; does not the Apostle Paul
remind us in 2 Tim. 2:21 " K a man there

fore purge himself of these, he shall be a
vessel unto honoiu", sanctified, and fit for
the Master's use and prepared imto every
good work."

We recall the story of a wartime evacuee
who found himself for the first time in
his life on a farm. One source of wonder

ment was seeing a cow being milked; but
his wonderment turned to disgust when
he saw the milk from the cow being put
on the kitchen table. " I'm not having any
milk from a dirty old cow," he said, "I
want it from a bottle like we have back

home." He took a lot of convincing that
the milk he got back home had come
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from a cow in the first place. However,
he had the right idea, although at the
time a little misplaced.
We trust, readers, that as you go about
your meal preparation that involves, as it
so often does, the use of milk, you will
think on that other milk which should
likewise be in constant use—^the "sincere
milk of the word."

We hope next month to talk about
Bread.

Thought from the Kitchen:
Home should be a place to go to.
Not a prison to escape from.
H. BAINES
SLAMANNAN DISTRICT
CONFERENCE
SHOULD A CHRISTIAN
PARTICIPATE IN
MOJTARY SERVICE?

First Speaker: Bro. L. Purcell
(Motherwell)
THIS is a question which has divided the
Christian world in the past and no doubt
will continue until the end of time. This

is really a question for each person's own
conscience, as I can find no real command

in the Bible that we should not go to war.
There are many inferences concerning this
vexed question, but no exact command.
War is mentioned by Jesus when he
seeks to explain a parable (Luke 14:31).

So could we accept this point that probably
wars did exist just prior to the new dis
pensation, and that Jesus was aware of

them? That God permitted war is evident
from the beginning. His people were given
a command "Thou shalt not kill" (Exodus
20:14)—^I take it this refers to miirder;
and yet we have God telling the Israelites
to go out and defeat their enemies. Could

the same happen imder the New Testa
ment ? We know that the Apostles carried
swords. Was this for their protection ? Is
the Christian to-day allowed the same?
Jesus said that there would be wars and

rumours of wars, but his disciples were
not to be troubled by this. Is it possible,
if the coimtry you live in is at war caused
by an oppressor, to remain aloof from it
all ? If you mine coal or make steel or

grow food, even anything you do must
affect the war effort of your coimtry, so
really that you are participating in it
whether you want to or not You may
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say " It is not my responsibility where
my work effort goes, be it making shells
or bombs for someone else to fire," but
are we really any better than the man who
fires them ? War is wrong at all times:
of that there is no doubt, and it should be
the Christian's duty to pray earnestly that
wars and rumours of wars may cease and
that the Kingdom of Christ might be
extended.

If invaders landed in this country and
started attacking our women and children,
would we be fulfilling our duty by standing
meekly and letting them get on with it ?
I should say not. It is against human
nature, and I am sure God would not ask

us to do this. It might be said that this
is pure supposition, but is it ? It could
happen. Would the Christian's military

was clear and forceful and we hope for
future reaping as a result of this sowing
of the good seed.
Buckie (later).—Our hearts were lifted
up and our faith strengthened when, at
our Saturday meeting, April 5th, Alison
Reid, daughter of Sister Margaret Reid
(Inverness) expressed her desire to become
a Christian. Bro. George Reid took her
confession, and Bro. Hunter baptized her.
Our sister

is

a

student at Aberdeen

University. We pray our new sister may

grow in grace and in the knowledge of
Jesus.

John Geddes

Bristol (Bedminster).—Bernard Norman
was baptised on Saturday, March 29tb.
L. Daniell

service come under " Render unto Caesar

the things that are Caesar's and: unto God
the things that are God's " ? In Romans
13 we read " Let every soul be subject
unto the higher powers, for there is no

power but of God. The powers that be
are ordained of God. Whosoever, there
fore, resisteth the power resisteth the ordi
nance of God, and they that resist shall
receive to themselves damnation, for rulers
are not a terror to good works, but to the
evil.

For he is the minister of God to

thee for good. But if thou do that which
is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the
sword in vain: for he is the minister of

Slamamian District. — On Saturday,
March 22nd, 1969, the brethren met at
Haddington to discuss the question,
" Should a Christian participate in mili
tary service ?" The discussion was led
by Bro. Leslie Purcell, Motherwell, and

Bro. Wm. Allan, Newtongrange, and was
presided over by Bro. James Sinclair,
Tranent. The following points were
brought out:—
(1)

We have no right to obey man rather

(2)

We must be subject to " powers that
be " only if their desires are not in

(3)

God must always come first.

than God.

God to thee for good." Does this give
us a

certain amount of licence ?

opposition to God's will.

One

thing is certain: no Christian wants war
or military service at any time, but rather
may we strive after " the fruits of the

Spirit — love, joy, peace, long-suflfering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness,
temperance, against such there is no law."

(4) We are not worldly people but belong
to Christ.

(5)

Military service—can we take part in
this in time of peace ?

(6) To take part in military service we
give ourselves over to the state and
thus may be led away from the
church.

(7)

Military service prepares one for

(8)

We cannot always meet to remember
the Lord if we lake part in such
service, thereby disobeying God.

war.

Buckic.—During March the church had
the services of Bros. Bob Eckman and

Albert Winstanley, Bro. Eckman the first

part of the month, then Bro. Winstanley.
Gospel meetings during the week were
well attended. A teenagers* meeting was
also started, and is being carried on by
Bro. Hunter. Our brethren's preaching

(9) Military service is against the
Christian way of life.
(10) Christ said *' My kingdom is not of

this world, else would my disciples
fight," but this referred to Christ's
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statement that " 1 should
delivered to the Jews."

not

be

The general views can be simmied up
thus:—

(1)

No Christian can fight with carnal
weapons to extend or defend the
kingdom of God.

(2)

No Christian can use carnal weapons
to defend his faith.

(3)

But can a Christian use means of war
to defend his own life, and the lives
of his loved ones, which is the law of
survival ?

Some thought this was permissible in
God's sight. Some thought not.
So no answer to this or a conclusion
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in baptism—Miss Elisebeth Ryding and
Mr. John Leyland, and Bro. Vincent Jones
was restored to fellowship. We trust they
may be kept faithful and be useful in His
service. The rich fellowship enjoyed will
give encouragement to continue in the
work of the Lord.

We give thanks to Bro. St. John and
firo. P. Partington and to Sis. St John;
and to the members of many churches
near and far for their support, proving
that we can co-operate together in the
preaching of the gospel. And we give
thanks to our Heavenly Father for the
abundant blessings, and pray that we all
may remain "steadfast, always abounding
in the work of the Lord."

W. Smith

was reached.

War certainly was not to be engaged in
under any circimistances for (1) or (2)
above. This was imanimous.

However (3) above was debatable.

God willing, we hope next to meet at
Dalmellington on Saturday, 17th May,
1969, to discuss "Is it necessary for a
Christian to break bread on the first day
of the week?": led by Bro. A. Scobie
(Dennyloanhead) and Bro. James Gardiner,
(Haddington); presided over by Bro. John
Baird (Wallacestone).
We thank the brethren at Haddington
for their hospitality.
Hugh Davidson
[Bro. Purcell's substance of presentation
of the case is published on another page
of this issue of the "S.S." The second

contribution will, it is hoped, appear next
month.—^Ed.].

Wigan (Albert Street).—We give thanks
to God for evidence of the power in the
Gospel in our campaign for Christ held
March 15th to 30th. Meetings were held
each night except Mondays and Fridays.
We had the services of Bro. Charles St.

John of Coleraine, N. Ireland, who
preached the gospel, exhorted the Chiwch
and taught in the Bible school. He set

forth the claims and supreme glory of
Christ clearly and forcefully, and with
the help of Bro. Philip Partington did
much visiting. The meetings were well
attended, a nimiber of non-members being
present at each meeting. We feel that our

Wigan (Sdioles). — On Saturday, April
12th, a meeting of an "unusual" natiue
was held. Four young brethren dealt with
three forms of what is essentially the same
question asked in the book of Acts, con
cerning salvation.

Bro. Joseph Layland (Scholes) was chair
man, and gave a brief introductory talk on
scriptural aspects of Salvation.
Three ten-minute talks followed.

Bro.

Gordon Melling (Scholes) dealt with the
question of the jailer at Philippi—What
must I do to be saved?" (Acts 16:30);
Bro. John Morgan (Hindley) spoke on the
cry of the Jews at Pentecost—Men and

brethren, what shall we do?"; followed
by the question of Saul of Tarsus—^"Lord,
what wilt thou have me to do?" (Acts
9:6), dealt with by Bro. Douglas Melling
(Scholes). All these yoimg brethren dealt
with their subjects in clear, plain words,
instructive to Christians and appealing to
those not yet in the church.

The talks were interspersed with the
fervent singing of some grand old gospel
and consecration hynms,bya congregation
of about 80, many of them from district

churches. The whole meeting was one of
rejoicing, a stimulus to faith, and an
encouragement to us in these troublous
times when the cause of Christ seems to

make little appeal.

Deepest thanks are given to the four
young brethren who gave the talks, and

efforts have been well worthwhile and that

to brethren and friends who so whole

the seed sown will bring forth fruit for

heartedly supported by their prayers and

the Master. Two decided to follow Jesus

presence.

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

60

COMING EVENTS

Wigan (Scholcs)—Mission (God willing)
Saturday, 31st May to Lord's Day, June 8th
Brother John Dodsiey (Kirkby-in-Ashfield)
preaching.
Meetings — Saturday, 31st May. Lord's
Days, June 1st & 8th. Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday & Saturday, June 3rd to 7th: all
7.30 p.m., except Lord's Days, 6 p.m.
Your help will be appreciated.

Prices: Orders up to and including 10
sets 8/- per set (including postage in U.K.);
orders over 10 sets 6/6 per set (including
postage in U.K.).

[We have seen sample sets of these
" Restoration Bible Lessons," and feel

they are just what is needed to fill the
vacuum in the churches in the training

of younger brethren and to acquaint
Christians generally with the Bible and
RESTORATION BIBLE LESSONS
These lessons are intended for use as a

correspondence course. They have been
compiled by Bro. John Dodsiey and Bro.
Graham Gorton and (assisted by cash
donations from Kirkby and Ince) there
are some sample sets now available.

its teaching.

We sincerely hope churches and indivi
duals will subscribe to the course, for the

benefits reaped in growth "in the know
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ" will be abundant repayment of
the financial outlay involved.—^Ed.].

Interested brethren or churches are

invited to send for a sample set at 8/per set including postage.
A set contains 8 separate lessons, plus
an introductory letter to the prospective
student, attractively presented in Concordia programme covers. The lessons are
designed to acquaint the student with the
word of God and the way of salvation in

The sorrow of knowing that there is
evil in the best of us is far out-balanced

by the thought and joy of discovering that
there is good in the worst of us.
—Belvedere Church Bulletin

our Lord Jesus Christ.

After seeing the sample, or before if
desired, sets may be ordered from Bro.
John Dodsiey, 17 St. Thomas's Avenue,
Kirkby-in-Ashfield, Notts. NG17 7DX.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Bill and Jean Jones (formerly of Buncer
Lane, Blackburn), 6 Corfe Way, off Beeston
Drive, Winsford, Cheshire.
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Matt 26:26; Cup Question Alternative
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A DEFINITION.

1. WHAT 'THE CUP' IS NOT
A. 'The cup' is the fruit of the vine (Matt. 26:27-29) B. The fruit of the vine is not the
container C. Therefore the container is NOT 'the cup'.
B. 'The cup' is the blood of Christ (Matt. 26:28) B. The container is not the blood of
Christ C. Therefore the container is NOT 'the cup'
2. WHAT 'THE CUP' IS
A.'The cup' is the blood of Christ (Malt. 26:28) B. The blood is the fruit of the vine
(Matt. 26:29) C. Therefore 'the cup' is the fruit of the vine
B. 'The cup' is the fruit of the vine (Matt.26:27-29) B. The fruit of the vine is what you
drink C. Therefore in drinking the fruit of the vine, you drink 'the cup'
C. You drink 'the cup' (1 Cor. 11:26) B. You drink the contents (fruit of the vine)
C. Therefore 'the cup' is the contents not the container. ( Joe Nisbet )
EXTRACT FROM THE DEEDS OF THE CHURCH MEETING IN CORBY.
POINT No. 8: "That it is the duty of members of the church to assemble together on
the first day of the week to break bread and drink the fruit of the vine in
remembrance of the Lord, but any theory that would obstruct the use of individual
containers for the fruit of the vine in connection with this remembrance, be
REJECTED". (Frank Worgan Bill Frisby Jack Stewart Bernard Williams )
Cup Question “Before the bad feeling with our American brethren polarised opinion
there were a number of British churches who used more than one cup for example
Rodney Street Wigan had 8 cups.
Many congregations had 2 cups or 1 pitcher from which the fruit of the vine was
poured into 2 cups or 4 cups
Then some American bBrethren with a lack of sensitivity roughed up the backs of
some of our British Brethren and part of that process was the introduced individual
cups.
In reaction many British writers then found voice and began to look for scriptures and
argument’s to defend the one cup system which for many congregations had not
been seen for years, as has been said, because many already used more than one
cup in their services especially if they were a larger congregation.
In their dislike of the American brethren and what they saw as the imposition of
American practices, they then made the cup question a problem which has
continued to divide congregations to this day.
While claiming the moral high ground that they were not the ones who introduced
individual cups (the speck in the eye) they misused and abused scripture to force
others to accept their one cup position
(the beam in their own eye) when congregations in Britain had never had a one cup
policy but rather a policy of as many cups were needed to get the job done, being a
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congregation by congregation decision as opposed to having a policy thrust upon
them.
It almost seems true sometimes that the scriptures can say anything if you twist them
enough and many souls have been lost by making an issue out of what should have
been a non issue and allowing common sense and choice to prevail in individual
congregations” Graeme Morrison
METONOMY - (LITERALLY 'A CHANGE OF NAMES').
It consists of substituting one word for another in consequence of their very close and
intimate connection in either time or place. For instance:
The cause is often put for the effect. "They have Moses (writings) and the prophets
(writings): let them hear them" Luke 16:29.
The effect is put for the cause. "The Strength (warrior) of Israel will not lie nor relent.
For He is not a man, that He should relent" 1 Sam. 15:29 (in connection with God
as Israel's protector).
The sign is put for the thing signified, "....that we should go to the Gentiles and they to
the circumcised" Gal.2:9 (circumcised being the sign, the Jews being that signified
by it).
The abstract is put for the concrete. "For he has made Him who knew no sin to be sin
for us...." 2 Cor. 5:21
The container for the thing contained. The kettle is boiling. (Kettle the container, water
the contained) "Now the whole earth had one language and one speech" Gen. 11:1
(Earth the container, people the contained). "
For God so loved the world..." John 3:16 (world, people).
"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones the ones who are
sent to her..." Luke 13:34
"This cup is the new covenant in my blood...." Luke 22:20.
Although these quotes are taken from the New K.J.V. there is no difference between
them in any other translation to alter the points made.
These examples are not exhaustive, there are hundreds more, but they are sufficient to
illustrate the nature of METONOMY, which, next to the metaphor (a figure of
speech in which a word is transferred from the object to which it properly blongs,
and applied to another which in some way resembles it), is the most common and
important figure found in the Holy Scriptures.
Transition:- When the term 'the cup' is used, either by the Saviour or Paul in relation
to the Lord's table, WITHOUT EXCEPTION, it refers, by Metonomy, to the
contents and NEVER the container.
HOW MANY CONTAINERS ARE REQUIRED EOR THE LORD'S SUPPER ?
Reasons for this discussion. It is the Devil's delight to have us discuss things, unless
we have good motives and purposes for discussion our adversary will have a field
day. But there are good reasons to discuss this topic.
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1. To some it is a matter of faith or principle, therefore a condition of fellowship
(inwardly felt or outwardly shown). 2. The biggest consideration is, how to handle
scripture.
a. There are two problems for those who accept God's authority through scripture: i.
Either neglecting what God has requested - liberalism. Or ii. Requiring more than
God has requested - extremism (or overly conservative).
b. It is the Lord's people's concern however not to use scripture one way concerning
baptism and the Lord's supper, but use it another concerning the holy kiss, or foot
washing. To avoid both errors above, we must see the PRINCIPLE. The same is
true of the container question. Unless we see the PRINCIPLE upon which to
decide, we will be forever discussing trivialities.
WHAT ARE WE SEEKING
1. The issue to be considered: teaching concerning the Lord's supper, especially as it
relates to container/containers.
2. To do that we must consider three areas, a. Search for a command concerning the
number required, b. Search for an example concerning the number required, c.
Consider other biblical teachings which help in making a right decision about the
number required.
SOURCES OF INFORMATION
1. Primary sources:- Matthew 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-23; 1
Corinthians 11:17-34.
2. Secondary sources: Acts 2:42; Acts 20:7; I Corinthians 10:14-22.

THE DISCUSSION.
1. THE SEARCH FOR A COMMAND CONCERNING THE NUMBER OF
CONTAINERS REQUIRED.
Mark 14 :22-25 contains no command concerning the 'cup' (see examples later).
Matthew 26:26-29 contains a command, found in verse 27. Yet whether the container
is involved in this command must be determined from the CONTEXT. Three
pointers to help.
a. "For this is my blood of the new covenant" v28. Meaning: this represents my blood.
The fruit of the vine was not literaly the blood of Jesus any more than a container
could be. b. Container and contents do not represent 'my blood', c. In Matthew's
account, the container stands for nothing, but it's contents, the fruit of the vine,
does.
In consideration of those who use the King James translation: the end of v28 adds
"which is poured out for many". What was poured out? That which represented the
'blood'. A container does not represent that.
There is nothing in the idea of the sacrificed or the poured out blood which required
the idea of one or many containers. Jesus shows in v29 what HE meant. "I shall not
drink again of this FRUIT OF THE VINE". Why not say ".....poured out of this
container"? Because Jesus saw no significance of a container or containers. Let
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Jesus interpret his own intentions. Therefore in this passage 'cup' is the fruit of the
vine.
Question: But doesn't Jesus say "Drink OUT of it, all of you"? Reply: How else would
one expect them to drink the fruit of the vine if they didn't use whatever contained
it. To this point Jesus had not explained what was to be done with the fruit of the
vine. He could have simply drank it himself.
This was his way of telling them they were meant to drink it. If they were to drink at
all it would necessarily been out of whatever contained the fruit of the vine.
There is nothing in this passage requiring the idea that they all had to share that
container in order to do what Jesus requested, drink in memory of 1 lim.
Conclusion:- In Matthew, we find NO COMMAND which requires a special number
of containers for the fruit of the vine.
Luke 22:14-20;. contains a command
In context the whole passage refers to 'cup' twice v!7 and v20. Yet only in v!7 is there
a command to be found. "Take this and divide it among yourselves". Is the
reference to a container or the contents? What was to be divided, a container or
contents?
In v8 Jesus explains and has been discussing and simply calls it, the fruit of the vine.
The contents.
The only conclusion one can come to here is that the 'cup' which he gave them and
told them to divide, was the fruit of the vine. As far as meaning, or significance is
concerned, the container had none in this passage.
It stood for nothing (in
command) as the bread and fruit of the vine did.
Conclusion:- In Luke's account there is NO COMMAND which requires the use of a
specific
number of containers for the fruit of the vine. Any number could be incidental to the
command 'divide'.
1 Corinthians 10:14-22. The context concerns the Corinthians' relationship to the
heathen practices of their city. There is NO COMMAND here even though 'cup of
blessing' and 'cup of the Lord' is mentioned. Consider this under examples.
1 Corinthians 11:23-32. The command in verses 1-2 requires that we determine what
is involved in 'traditions' etc. We must not assume the thing to be proven.
The commands in verses 25,26. "this do" of v25 concerns the 'cup'. The leading
thought is, "this do. .....in remembrance of me". But what is a memory of the
Saviour? What is done in remembrance of Him?
Meeting in an upper room? NO. Reclining at a table? NO.
The use of any specific number of containers? Is it the drinking of the fruit of the vine,
or is it the drinking of the fruit of the vine from one, two, two hundred containers
which is a memory of Christ?
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From what Jesus told Paul, v26 is an explanation of both the bread and the cup. We
see the drinking of the contents of the cup, the fruit of the vine, to be the memory
referred to. It is this which shows forth His death, not the drinking from a particular
number of vessels.
A parallel:- If we pass the bread on one, two or two hundred plates. Or even without a
plate at all, we do not change the meaning of the bread. We eat of it in memory of
the Lord. So too then the fruit of the vine, it is partaking of it that is a memory, not
any cup or cups.
Conclusion:- The commands found in 1 Cor.11 are NOT commands which require
the use of an exclusive or specific number of containers for the drinking of the fruit
of the vine.
Transition:- IF there is a requirement to use one cup in passing the fruit of the vine, it
must come from something other than a command! It may come from a binding
example, or it may arise from some significance attached to the container itself. But
NOT through a command!
2. THE SEARCH FOR AN BINDING EXAMPLE ON THE NUMBER OF
CONTAINERS.
A lot of unsound and illogical thinking can be done about biblical examples, so we
must be careful. Some good examples are not obligatory (we are not obliged to
follow). For example:
Appealing to civil government Acts 25:1 1
Baptizing in the open John 3:22ff; Acts 8:35-38.
Washing feet John 1 3:5
Giving away of common goods among Christians Acts ch 5.
The list could go on obviously.
Other examples are considered to be obligatory, binding, required of all Christians.
How do we decide which are or are not required of us? In the same way, we must
approach the example of the Lord's supper with some sense of discretion and
discernment. Otherwise we will find ourselves perverting biblical teaching on this
matter.
What actually happened at the institution of the supper?
Perhaps it was on a Thursday - some bind this!
At night - some bind this (even some of our brethren!).
ONLY MEN were present - some bind this. Tell that to our sisters!
One table - some bind this.
An upper room - some bind this.
One portion of bread - some bind this. (You couldn't use Matzos!)
They sang a hymn then went out - some bind this.
We shall assume one container (but Luke 22 may indicate more) - some bind, insist on
one container.
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Are all of these binding? If so, we are ALL SINNING! If not, how do you distinguish
between which are and which are not and yet be totally consistent in exegesis? We
can't, unless it is purely opinion.
But to insist on something, to make it binding and required of all we MUST have
something more than opinion!! And if opinion insists on one vessel, then to be
totally consistent all that happened MUST be binding. The bottom line is, that in all
honesty we do not know how the bread was passed, on a plate or not, in how many
containers the fruit of the vine was passed.
NOTES on the examples we have.
Matt. 26:27; and Mark 14:23-24; are parallel and so taken together. For an example
to be binding, there must be some significance attached to the act itself. This is
sometimes called an inferred example, or that which is necessary to the carrying
out of a command. Can we find one hint at all that the container itself had
significance? Or was it purely incidental to the drinking of the fruit of the vine, and
therefore incidental to the supper and its purpose?
Note:- the 'cup' He took and of which He told the discples to drink; that 'cup' is the
'cup' of which they drank. The 'cup' that Jesus himself calls 'the fruit of the vine'
Matt.26:28; Mk 14:25;
Conclusion:- For all the disciples knew, Jesus may not have intended for them to
partake of the fruit of the vine at all. His simple statement for them to drink it
necessitates they drink it from something, it proves nothing else. We find
absolutely NO SIGNIFICANCE attached to the container itself in Matthew or
Mark.
Therefore the example found here, as some would insist, of the use of one container is
NOT A BINDING EXAMPLE and should not be made one. To insist on this is to
make a pretext out of scripture, an action we rightly and strongly insist other
religious people not do!
Luke 22:17-18;. Which 'cup' here has significance? The answer is plain, the 'cup'
which was DIVIDED among them. Which 'cup' was that? Obviously the 'cup'
which was the fruit of the vine. NO SIGNIFICANCE is attached to the conlainer/s
here. Nor can it be proved one way or the other that there was one cup divided, or
that one vessel was used to pour a portion into numerous containers. Nor that
numerous containers alone were used.
Conclusion:- There is no evidence whatsoever in Luke that a significance was
attached to one or many containers, so that a specific number is involved in
remembering the Saviour.
1 Cor. 11:23-26. "this cup is the new covenant in my blood" What is being referred to
here is obviously the contents rather than any container, as seen in the last part of
v25 "drink it".
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The same point is made in v26 "drink the cup". Paul declares that the cup they drink is
the cup which is the new covenant in Christ's blood. Consider v25. "This do.....in
remembrance of me".
Again the question is asked, what is the memory or" the Saviour? What is there, in
drinking 'in memory of me' which requires for its meaning the use of one,two or
two dozen containers?
Conclusion:- There is NO evidence in 1 Cor.l 11 which indicates the use of any
specific number of containers to be a BINDING EXAMPLE all Christians must
adhere to.
1 Cor. 10:14-22;
The point of the passage is this: It is wrong to participate in demon worship and
service. A difficulty in insisting on the rigid view of one cup.
If 'the cup' means there is but one container used for the fruit of the vine, then we are
BOUND, by terms of consistancy and true biblical exegesis, to say there was but
one cup used in an idol's temple (v21). Also that there was only one table to be
found in an idol's temple (v21). Who in all good conscience would insist on that?
What does one do when he drinks the cup of the Lord? Consume a container?
Question:- Does this passage not show the significance of the one container in
stressing the unity we are to have? NO!. Fellowship with fellow Christians is not
being contemplated, it is communion with Christ that is the issue here (v!6).
Remember Paul is in Ephesus and the Corinthians in their own city! They were one
(unity) although eating a different portion of bread and drinking different volumes
of the fruit of the vine. Yet they were one by their mutually having communion
with Christ!
Transition:- Neither command nor example obligates Christians to use a specific
number of containers during the Lord's supper. Therefore it is NOT JUSIFIABLE
TO INSIST on one, two or two hundred containers.
OTHER BIBLICAL TEACHING AND CONSIDERATIONS.
The case of the Jerusalem congregation. It was a very large one, 7,000 members
easily, Acts 4:4 states "and the number of the men came to about 5,000". No
women arc accounted for! The congregation was ONE, seven times referred to as
'church' Ch 5:1 1; 8:1,3; 11:22; 12:1,5; 15:4, never as churches.
Some say they met in smaller groups most of the time. If so, what did they do about
the Lord's supper? If they all met together was there ONE cup? How large a cup,
how long a cup? If they met in smaller groups and yet are called one church, how
many cups? There is certainly no authority in scripture for many small churches.
The point is this: Any way one takes the Jerusalem situation he has difficulties by
insisting that only one container was used. One cup for 7,000, is a problem of
absurdity, a plurality of cups, or a completely unfounded assumption.
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The case of Paul and the Corinthians shows that the 'one cup' is maintained even when
brethren are separated and drinking from different containers 1 Cor. 10:16;.
Paul in Ephesus and the Corinthians in Corinth, yet Paul states "the cup of blessing
which WE bless (v 16) Therefore the idea of blessing a container and then pouring
from it is also a great difficulty to insist upon. There had to be at least two
containers, one in Ephesus and one in Corinth.
Which one would be the 'cup' the Lord used? For if there was any remote significance
to the cup that Jesus blessed, surely he would have insured it was passed on. Again
this shows the absurdity of insisting on one cup. Paul explains, he calls the fruit of
the vine 'the cup' which WE (both congregations) bless.
IMPORTANT NOTE: If unity arises from sharing a container, then how could the
Ephesians feel unity with the Corinthians when they both used differrent vessels?
CONCLUSION:
What have we seen?
1. There is NOT ONE direct COMMAND in scripture for the use of only one cup.
So as far as a command is concerned there is none which requires a particular
number of containers. Nor can anyone insist there is a command, to do that would
be to put words into God's mouth.
2. There are NO EXAMPLES which indicate the container had any significance.
Therefore as far as examples are concerned, there are none which require the use of
any particular number of containers.
3. The consideration of the Jerusalem situation FORBIDS our concluding that it used
but one container in its assembling together.
4. Paul's remarks to the Corinthians indicates that the emphasis on the cup was due to
the meaning given to the contents, without regard to the contents being divided for
Corinth and Ephesus. And Paul "received from the Lord" instructions to pass on to
the Corinthians, instructions concerning the significance of the bread and the fruit
of the vine, not anything about containers. Ye You may rightly ask: What has this
to do with individual containers?
A. It means there is NO SCRIPTURAL BASIS for insisting on the use of multiple
containers (individual containers included) instead of one cup.
That there is NO SCRIPTURAL BASIS for insisting on the use of one instead of
more than one. Therefore, individual containers CAN NOT BE BOUND on
anyone, NOR 'one cup'.
B. It means that the local assembly must decide for itself what is best, for whatever
reasons, for that assembly in regard to this 'expedient' or 'incidental', just as it must
in the case of a bread plate/s.
C. This means then that:
1. We MAY meet in an upper room, but we would not be right in insisting that the
supper could not be observed in any other place.
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2. We CAN use a plate for the bread, or we may use none, but we cannot insist on
either way.
3. Likewise, we MAY use one, two (plus a decanter of sorts), three or any number of
containers appropriate to the assembly; but we CANNOT INSIST on one way
rather than another as a matter of principle.
4. With the principle of handling the scriptures by which these conclusions are
reached, stand or fall, our views on washing feet, meeting in an upper room, the
holy kiss etc MUST be given the same pride of place!
(Unknown Author)

UNIFORMITY IN WORSHIP PROBLEM.
I. Compulsory uniformity follows a familiar pattern in church history. Men have
often confused the divine pattern for unity with their personal preferences for a
compulsory uniformity of methods.
State churches have tried to accomplish this by force. Other churches have tried to
compel by pressure and dis-fellowship, free churches of Christ to conform to their
preferences and prejudices.
2. "One-loaf and one-cup" churches of Christ are seen advertised in a newspaper. In
many instances when most of our churches were very small, only one or two
containers were used in the observance of the Lord's Supper.
As congregations grew in size additional containers were secured. To some the
container itself was the cup of the Lord. In contending for one container, or three at
most, they even adopted high church attitudes toward the Lord's supper
3. There is only one cup now which all of the Lord's people drink. It is the same
cup which the Lord's people have been drinking since the church began.
There have been thousands of containers, and there are thousands of containers, but
there is only one cup.This is because THE CUP is the CONTENTS not the
CONTAINER.
The term, "cup" is a figure of speech. We drink the cup. (1 Cor.11:26). We divide the
cup. (Lk.22:17-18). His blood of the covenant is the cup. (Mt.26:28). The fruit of
the vine is the cup. (Mt.26:26).
Do these references to the cup refer to the container or the contents? Most certainly
the contents.
4. "Individual cups" are not the issue. Multiplicity of containers is the matter being
opposed. Since many these "one-cup" churches, use two containers which they
pass,and a third container from which they pour the contents, manifestly they are
inconsistent and their arguments are made impotent by their own practice.
5. There is only one loaf. Paul,writing from Phillipi to Corinth said that they were
partaking of the same loaf. "We who are many, (millions, now) partake of one
bread." ( 1Cor.10:17).
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A local congregation is not the body of Christ. Its members, along with the members
of all other congregations , make up the one body. (Col.1:24, ICo.12:20) Hence,
no congregational loaf stands alone.
THE RIGHT TO NON-CONFORMITY
No church,or group of churches, was given the right to bind a law which God has not
made, on another congregation. There are been two general ideas of church
government.
1. Unscriptural Connectionalism which binds either, loosely, or tightly together, all
congregations into a denominational scheme which logically culminates in an
universal apex, such as the Pope of Rome.
2. Scriptural Independently, the New Testament pattern, consists of autonomous
congregations with no regard as to district, national or international conference or
committee.
Unity among brethren with reference to what Jesus has commanded does not demand
uniformity in matters that are incidental in carrying out those commands. NO
MINORITY RULE.
Minority rule is no more Scriptural than majority rule. There are those who would
obstruct the work of the church by saying, "If anyone objects to anything we ought
not do it."
This argument is neither Scriptural or reasonable.
In spite of the fact that good Christians often believe it, it is the favourite device of the
sluggard, the covetous and the prejudiced. It enables a minority to rule.
KEEPING THE RECORD STRAIGHT
Several congregations in Britain use more than one communion container. Whether
they use two or thirty-two, it is their liberty and privilege to do so.
When our only congregation In Edinburgh was set up in 1966 it was publicly
announced that this would be our practice. It was forced on no one.
I am still ready to meet in public debate, anyone who will affirm that:"The Scriptures teach that it is sinful to use more than one container for the fruit of
vine when observing the Lord’s supper”

Acts Commanded
or Exampled.
"Make all things according
to the pattern." Heb 8:5;
Give through One
Collection.
ICor 16:2; 2Cor 9:5-7;

Aids Required or
permitted.
"Let all things be done
decently and in order."
1 Cor 14:40;
Choice of nature of
containers, as to size,
number, shape,etc.
Manner of passing,etc.

Alterations Forbidden
Going onward and not
abiding in teaching
of Christ." 2 Jn.9
Giving at all meetings,
or only under pressure,
money from aliens
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Drink the One Cup
Choice as to number, size,
Use of other than fruit
This is "fruit" of the vine"etc, of containers,
of vine, use as a mass and
Matt 26:27-29,
Manner of passing,etc.,
altar, using a third
Which we drink, ICor 11:26; Matters of choice of the
element, one member
and is His blood. Matt 26:28;
local congregation.
acting as priest, etc.
Function as members of
Choice as to who shall
Organisation of groups
One body, to which we
speak, time and location
as conferences or
were added by the Lord,
of services, contributing
committees binding
Acts 2:38-42.
or not contributing to
churches, guilds, aids,
Consists of local
work of various other
brotherhoods, etc,
congregations helpful to
ccongregations, kind of
larger or smaller than the
each ether but independent hymnals used, seating and
local congregation,
of each other, only obligated
lighting of meeting
fellowshipping sectarians
by law of love.
house, publications
or digressive, brethren.
Elders and deacons in each
distributed, etc.
congregation qualified.
Acts 14:23; Phil 1:1;
Eph 3:21;.
Careful study of the above chart will reveal that plural vessels used in the communion
are purely optional so far as Scriptures are concerned.
Instrumental music is quite a different matter. It is a kind of music God has not
authorised. It is not a manner of doing a thing which God has commanded but an
entirely unauthorised act.
Any manner of using the instrument would be unscriptural.
THE CUP OF THE LORD
There is but one cup of the Lord. There has never been mere than one cup.
When at Philippi, Paul drank the one cup, brethren at Corinth drank of that one cup at
the same time. 1 Cor 10:16; 3,000 at Jerusalem drank of that only cup.
Acts 2:41-42, 4:3. Today we all partake of that one cup.
What is the "cup of the Lord"?
It is not a container. We divide it. Lk.22:17
It is not a chalice, or "holy grail".
It is no container. We drink it. 1 Cor 11:26;
It is not imitation fruit juice. It is the "fruit of the vine, (grape) Matt 26:29;
It is the blood at the covenant, Matt 26:28;
It is, therefore, the use of the fruit of the vine without reference to containers.
What is the "bread which we break"?
It is unleavened bread. No other kind of bread could be found in the house at that time.
Exod 12:15-20; Luke 22:7;
It is not a congregational loaf. It is shared by the one body, the entire church of Jesus.
Col 1:24; 1 Cor l2:20; 1Cor 10:16-17;
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What containers were used for bread and fruit of the vine?
We are not given the pattern as to size, number, shape, or appearance. Plates were not
even mentioned.
We conclude, therefore, that containers are incidental and are no part of the divine
pattern.
We are told that the preview of the Lord's Supper took place following the Passover
which was a family style meal. Exod 12:1-15; Luke 22:7; to 23;.Hence it is likely
that each member had his own cup as we have at our meals and as practiced in
restaurants and hospitals.
Acts Commanded
or Exampled.
"Make all things according
to the pattern."
Heb.8:5;

Aids Required
or Permitted.
"Let all things be done
decently and in order." -1
1 Cor l4:40;

Go into One world
Mt 28:18-20;
Mk16:15-16; Lk.24:46 -49;

Use of means of travel
such as ships, chariots,
planes, etc.

Preach only One gospel.
1 Thess 1:3-9; Rom 1:16-17;
6:3-5, 16-17;, 1 Cor 15:1-5;

Use of Bibles in various
languages blackboard,
chart, tracts, radio,
TV advertising, etc.
Use of rivers, lakes, pools,
warmed water, convenient
garments
all matters of judgement.

Baptize with One baptism
Eph 4:5; Rom 6:3-5;
Acts 2:38, 8:12; 8:36-40;
10:47-48; 18:8; 22:16;

Teach the One doctrine.
John 16:13; 17:20-21;
Pray in One Name
Jn 16:23-24; Col 3:16,
1 Cor 14:15;
Praise with One music,
Col 3:16; 1 Cor 14:15;
Heb 2:12; 13:15;

Use of class work,
printed helps, debates,
discussion, lectures, etc.
Choice of standing or
kneeling, leader selected'
or volunteering, etc.
Choice of standing or
sitting, leader selected
or volunteering,
use of hymnals.
Leader among audience

Alterations that
are Forbidden"
"Going onward and
abiding not in the
teaching of Christ."
2 John 9;
Sent out by
district committees
or missionary societies,
or not going at all.
Preaching other gospels.
Gal 1:8-9;

Christening infants,
use of sprinkling,
pouring, "trine"
immersion, immersion
into denomination,
not for remission of sin
Doctrines of men.
Mt l5:9; doctrines of
demons, 1 Tim 4:1;
In name of Mary or
saints, prayer wheel
or instrumental music
while praying.
Instrumental music
not authorized,
not actually
an aid to singing.

Clyde Pitt Findlay

