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" Our coinmonwcalth is in heaven, and from it we
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S

await a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ."
—(Philippians 3:20, Rev.Stand.Vers.)
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SECURITY IN THE MIDST OF
INSECURITY
AS 1968 DAWNS with its hopes and fears—chiefly fears to most people—the words
quoted above are to the people of God certainty and assurance in these troubled and
anxious times. They impress upon us not only the hope but the fact that to God's
children nothing they need fear can come to harm them, for their citizenship and
treasure are beyond the reach of human circumstances to affect.

Far from being outmoded the Bible is always abreast of modern times and needs.
He at whose inspiration its words were written could see the end from the beginning.
God is not caught by surprise by the changing circumstances of life: He is never at a
loss how to deal with them and bring His people through "more than conquerors."
From time to time men have tampered with the Bible and its teaching, but God's word
remains unchanged: it is only the ideas of men which have proved unable to stand the
test of time and events and have faded into nothingness. Thus, because " the word of

the Lord abides forever" (Isa. 40:8; 1 Peter 1:25) it remains applicable to all "the
changing scenes of life."

Where do we find ourselves at the opening of this year 1968 ? In a world where
events seem to have got beyond the wit and ability of men to manage. The worldly,
Godless system men have made seems like a vast Frankenstein monster that has got out
of control of its maker. In many of the highest civilised countries of the world the
politicians, the experts and the specialists seem to be floundering helplessly to get things
under control and to guide and determine what we are doing and where we are going.
Those best qualified to judge are filled with foreboding, gloom, apprehension and fear
of the course things are taking. The system of the world rejects God, has no place
for Him in its counsels. More and more men are forging for themselves a chain
which is ever more relentlessly binding them in a grip from which they cannot release
themselves.

Almost everything in our modern civilisation centres around money—Mammon.
The words of Jesus Christ are as true today as when they were uttered—" You cannot

serve God and mammon " (Matt. 6:24). Men cannot serve both. But they have gone
further in rejecting God and serving mammon wholly. For our whole system of
civilisation is built around money, finance, profits, " balance of payments."

How

strikingly is this portrayed in our own country: politicians and financiers cannot
impress upon us too strongly that the whole trouble is one of getting our financial
situation straightened out, and once that is done we will begin to see the new Utopia,
the golden age, come into being—that age of plenty, of higher living standards than
we have ever known, of prosperity passing the dreams of men. As though to get our
finances straight is to solve everything.
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At heart the difficuhies confronting this nation are moral and spiritual. " Except
the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that build it " (Ps. 127:1). For our serious
financial position employers are blaming employees, owners blaming trade unions, and
employees and unions blaming employers; Government is blaming everybody but itself,
and everybody is blaming the Government. But the simple, undeniable fact is that we
are all to blame: we are all in this.

We are all selfish, not caring what happens to

others so long as I'm all right. We are all guilty of holding a wrong sense of values,
of what is worthwhile and what matters in life. We all put too much confidence in
men and too little in God. Our standards are wrong: we hear much about the standard
of living but very little about standards of life, of conduct. We insist upon our rights
and privileges, but are little concerned as to our responsibilities.
We are seeking to build a lasting, secure civilisation with tools and materials which
are unfitted for the task We are trying to appease a hunger and thirst of the soul by
earthly food. Long ago the teacher from Galilee spoke words which the world little
heeds: in the Parable of the " Rich Fool " (Luke 12:20) Jesus told of a man who made
the mistake of thinking that he could ensure himself for ever with the passing things
of life. God called him a fool: a fool because all his thought was for " I, I, I ": he
was making things secure for his body, but was assuring his soul that all was well—
" I will say to my soul . . ."
_
Where should the Christian be in all this ?
Like Paul, we should learn " to f
be content" (Phil. 4:11): not so much to complain or long for the things we haven't
got, but to thank God for the things we have. That is a remarkable statement in
Proverbs 30:8—" Give me neither poverty nor riches." To be in such a state is to be

thankful, tranquil, content. On the one hand we are relieved from that constant,
gnawing, grinding poverty where a man does not know how he is going to get his
next meal; and on the other hand he is relieved from what Christ termed the " deceit-

fulness of riches" (Matt. 13:22). Many are made anxious and fearful by their very
riches. How many there are who, when wars and bombings and financial crises, the
rise and fall of money markets come are continually in fear as to what is happening
to their wealth and property. How eloquent was the summing up of a rich brother
in the church by another Christian, when he wrote in an obituary " He had the
misfortune to get rich " !
Surely, then, as Christians our hopes are not based upon figures from Stock
Exchanges, Budgets, money markets, investment, bank rate, but upon something more
stable and tried.

We are in the world but not of it, for " Our commonwealth is in

heaven." Jesus taught us that " where your treasure is there will your heart be also."
If our treasure is on earth, in this world and life, then we shall be anxious and fearful
because therein is our trust and hope. But if our hope is anchored in heaven, beyond
the reach of the changing circumstances of life in the world, the rise and fall of the
monetary system, the ebb and flow of events do not touch us.
Not only at the outset of a new year does the teaching of the Bible contain

immediately applicable lessons and inspiration and courage for us, but throughout
our whole life as Christians.

Because we are " citizens of heaven " we are to live

towards God and our fcllowmen that glorious life depicted in Colossians 3:1-3: "If
then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on
things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hid with Christ in God."
EDITOR

SECURITY
HOW large a part in our lives this ambition plays! To be secure: security of
occupation, security for those contemplating marriage, and, not least, security in
old age.
But how about after we have run our course in this life ? Have the Scriptures
anything to say upon this matter ? Let us turn to them to see what, and if anything
has been done to provide for it. Our starting point is Rom. 8:28: " But we know that
to those who love God all things work together for good, to those who are called
according to His purpose." This passage is often misused, and is generally read to
mean that everything in the Christian's life works together for good. But that is not
stated here, nor is it strictly true in life's experience. There are things to be laid
aside (Heb. 12:1; 1 Peter 2:1; 2 Tim. 2:21); also the command, "work out your own

salvation" (Phil. 2:12)-;-that is salvation from the surrounding snares and pitfalls and
vices of the age in which the Christian lives, always remembering that Satan can and
does hinder—even an Apostle (I Thess. 2:18).

—
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God's Creation and its Purpose

In Rom. 8:28 Paul is speaking of God's purpose in His grand scheme of
redemption. We also read of the purpose of God in 2 Tim. 1:9; Titus 1:2-3 and
Gal. 3:8). We are told by Paul (Eph. 3:11) that God worked according to a plan—
" according to the purpose of the ages, which He established in Christ Jesus our Lord."
(See also Heb. 1:2 and 11:3, and note that the word in the Greek is "ages" in each
case and the same truth is taught). This purpose or plan of God embraced the
Patriarchal, Mosaic and Christian ages. It was not an afterthought of God. Let one
read Rom. 1 to 11, which deals with this plan, and with which every young disciple
should make himself familiar.

Then let him turn to Prov. 8:22-31, where he will

discover that in the remote past God had a purpose—a heaven and an earth furnished
and made habitable for His lord of creation, Man.

Let him consider the ideas we

think fairly presented to our minds. Consider use of the words " before " and " when."
Ideas like this: that there was a time when there was no earth or universe, but God
was; that matter is not eternal; a time when God was the universe; a time when He
was distinct from the universe—He brought it into being. So then the material universe
is a Creation, mark that! That the universe was planned with a view to the future,
matter being prepared for life before life appeared: " Fire and hail, vapour and smoke,
stormy wind fulfilling His v/ord " (Psalm 148:8). That His infinite wisdom presided

over all His work for the reception of that creature Man. Some imagine " wisdom "
in this chapter to refer to Christ the Divine Logos. This we think a mistake, as it
assumes too much, was far from the mind of the writer and has no reference to the

pre-existence of Christ.

"The works of the Lord are great: in wisdom hath He made

them all."

If He planned for the future He had a desire to do so: " Rejoicing in the habitable
parts of His earth, and my delights were with the sons of men" (v. 31). The writer
starts with God breaking the silence of eternity and working by stages culminating
in a habitable earth ready for man. Consider such terms: " mountains being settled
" beginning of the dust of the world
" skies being made firm "; fountains of the deep
becoming strong "; " foundations being marked out."
Moses in Gen. 1 takes the same line, leading by stages terminating in Man. No
sign of haste. For all Moses says to the contrary those days of creation were of untold
length and were not governed by time as we know it. No one can say how long that
first day was. And Paul has something to say about the seventh, which is still with
us. God is in no hurry. In this complicated work of creation God was forming,
fashioning, furnishing, weighing by balance, measuring by line and compass, adding
here, taking away there, making sun, moon, and stars. " HANGING THE EARTH
UPON NOTHING " (Job 26:7), all in preparation for man according to the purpose
of God, which was completed.
God's Purpo.se for Man

^

Accepting the fall and all that goes with it, God's delight is still with the " sons
of men." God so loved "He sent" (John 3:17). That first purpose was fulfilled. With
the fall another was brought into action, that great scheme of redemption through
which Paul leads us in Romans 1 to 11. In this scheme of redemption we have God
planning for the future. Consider: " in thy seed shall
" I go to prepare a
place
" the Lord shall descend
we shall be caught up." " God our saviour
who wills that all men be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth" (I Tim. 2:4).

So that if the whole universe were swept away into original nothingness (2 Peter 3:10)

there would be those in whom He would find repose: " to be ever with the Lord "
(I Thess. 4:16).

It is of this great purpose of God which Paul speaks in Rom. 8:28, teaching us
that in this great purpose all that God does or has done works together for good for

all those who have accepted Jesus as their saviour. Therefore to be called according
to the purpose of God is to be called by Jesus to salvation and glory. Here is security.
ALFRED JACKSON

ENTANGLED
WE may well be impressed by the word picture found in 2 Peter 2:20 "For if after
they have escaped the pollution of the world through the knowledge of the Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the
latter end is worse with them than the beginning." One is in a pathetic condition
when he is entangled and overcome in the polutions of the world. Verse nineteen
speaks of such people as being in bondage or as being servants or slaves of cor

ruption.

Is this a vivid way to describe drug addicts and alcoholics? How many

such entangled and enslaved people are there in our land?
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Enemies of Mankind

The last half of this second chapter of second Peter uses several impressive
remarks to help us realise the danger of this entanglement. Verse twelve refers
to those who are entangled as being like "natural brute beasts." Men are made
to be in the image of God, but this image can be marred until they become more
like animals. They can lose respect for life, for property rights and, of course, for
God. We should bring the body into subjection by crucifying the flesh with its
lusts, but some allow the carnal or lustful side to win the battle with the higher
part of man. (Read 1 Corinthians 9:27; Galations 5:16, 17; Colossians 3:5, 6;
Romans 8:13.)

Look at verse fourteen in this passage that deals with those who are servants
of corruption. It speaks of some as "having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot
cease from sin." That must be vulgarity gone to seed. It seems that some of the
beatnik type start their indecent talk as soon as they reach the age of accounta
bility, and they stay with the immoral, animal-like people until they are not capable
of being respectable, honourable people. They think only of selfish lusts of their
own animal desires. What chance is there of converting such? Their hearts are
hardened. People cannot hear if their ears are stopped. They cannot see if their
eyes are closed. (See Matthew 13:13-16.) Working to reach them with the gospel
is like casting pearls before swine.
People who have escaped can be entangled again and overcome. How sad to
think of the fact that many of the little children who are now innocent will not be '
brought up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, but, as servants of corrup
tion, will be more like "natural brute beasts." Give diligence to see that your
children do not become entangled. Will your children "count it pleasure to riot?"
Will they become "spots and blemishes" on society? Will they "speak of evil things
that they understand not," or shall they "utterly perish in their own corruption?"
Read this chapter again and think. There is not enough "salt of the earth" to save
our nation if the number of beatniks continues to increase. Sin is a reproach to

'

any people.
"Cares and Pleasures of tlie World"

There are other ways to become entangled. A person can come to be so in
volved in so many businesses that he does not have time to be a father, a husband,
u Christian, or a neighbour. He carmot study his Bible, worship God, or talk with
his children because he is too busy. A man IS too busy if he does not have time
for the things that are truly important.
Reference is made to this entanglement in the affairs of life in 2 Timothy 2:3,
4. "Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No man
—that wareth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please
him who hath chosen him to be a soldier." The soldier cannot afford to plant a

crop in the spring near the camp or set up a business of some kind.

He is in

the army and is subject to orders. The Christian must remember that he is a
soldier. He is to take responsibility, but he must not become too involved even in

legitimate things. "Cares and riches and pleasures" of this life may become the
thorns that hinder fruit bearing. (Read Luke 8:4-15.)

Some are entangled in the pollutions of the world. Some are so entangled or
uneojually yoked in the daily routine of life that they are hopelessly lost to
spiritual things and to the kingdom of God which we should seek first as the pearl

of great price. Some are also enmeshed or entangled in their creeds, false doc- f
trines, or traditions so that their worship is vain, and their deliverance next to im

possible. These pathetic people may think that they serve the Lord while they
by their traditions make void the law of God. (Read Matthew 7:15, 21-23; Mark
7:1-13; Matthew 15:1-14.)

Galatian Christians who had been made free through the knowledge of

Christ, were about to become entangled with Jewish law and tradition. "Stand
fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not

entangled again with the yoke of bondage." Christ would then profit them
nothing. They were fallen from grace. Read the first several verses of the fifth

chapter of Galatians carefully.
We must know of several who are so entangled in the alcoholic habit and in

bad company that their salvation is almost hopeless. Are there not many who are
too busy in earning and in worldly pleasures to be concerned with the soul? They
are too busy with the affairs of this life. Let us think of those who are so confused
and entangled in speculations and false doctrines that their escape is almost
hopeless. The way of truth is simple, but God hath chosen the simple things
to confound the wise. One must love the truth to find it. Strong delusions are
available for those who love not the truth that they may believe a lie and be
damned. It is truth that makes us free—not error. Truth may be hidden from

some by the god of this world. (2 Corinthians 4:4; John 8: 31, 32; 2 Thessalonians
2:10-12.)

—,
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Many members of the body of Christ are being blown about by the digressive
doctrines relative to the social gospel concept, and to systems of centralisation

that are being promoted among us. The devil is not asleep. Many of those who are
being entangled have seemed wonderfully capable and excellent in so many ways
and now it seems impossible to turn them back to the simple pattern of activity
and government for the church. They are entangled and overcome.
It is no marvel that the words "fear and trembling" are used in warnings

concerning working out our salvation (PhiUppians 2:12). Taking heed and giving
diligence are different from drifting with the crowd (Hebrews 2:1; 2 Peter 1:10;
1 Corinthians 10:12). We need to exhort one another daily, because sin of all
kinds is deceitful, and it has a hardening effect (Hebrews 3:12, 13). Are you

aware of the danger of entanglement?

IRVEN t.fpt in "Truth Magazine"

ALEXANDER CAMPBELL'S
"SYNOPSIS OF RESTORATION"
1.

The restoration of a pure speech, or the calling of Bible things by Bible

names.

2. The Bible must be proposed as a book of facts, not of doctrines, nor
opinions; it must be understood and regarded as arranged upon the principle
of cause and effect, or that action is to produce corresponding action.

3.

The Bible alone, instead of any human creed, as the only rational and

solid foundation of Cliristian union and communion.

4. The reading and expounding of the sacred scriptures in public assemblies
instead of text preaching, sex*monising, and philosophising.
5. The right of private opinion in all matters not revealed in contradistinction
from the common faith, without the forfeiture of Christian character or Christian
privilege.
6.

The church of Jesus Christ is constitutionally composed of those who have

confessed their faith in the celestial proposition—that Jesus of Nazareth is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and the only Saviour of the world, and have put him
on by a baptism into his death.
7.

The administration of the internal and external affairs of the Church

is placed in the hands of bishops, deacons, and messengers extraordinary.
8. The sanctification of the Lord's day by meeting in honour of the resurrection
of the Saviour, and especially with a reference to the celebration of the Lord's
supper, is essential to the edification, to the spii-ituality, holiness, usefulness, and
happiness of the Christian community.
9. The church not being of this world, cannot levy any contribution on those
without for any religious or political purpose, neither ought she to go a-begging
to the world for aid to support or extend Christianity.
10. The gospel is the proclamation in the name of God for remission of
sins, and eternal life through the sacrifice and mediation of Jesus Christ to
everyone who obeys him in the instituted way. The gospel is not preaching about
faith, repentance, baptism, regeneration, or any other word or phrase or thing
in the Bible. It is rather the authoritative statement of pardon and eternal
life from the philanthropy of God through the interposition of Jesus.
11. Three things are essential to a Christian—a peculiar disposition, state,
and character. These must be changed from a preternatural or fleshly state to
that which is spiritual or heavenly.
12. The resurrection of the just, the coming of the Lord Jesus in his own
proper glorified person, and eternal life, constitute the grand objects of the
Christian's hope.

13. No theory of spiritual influence in conversion is the influence of the
Spirit. Therefore, to deny any theory, is not to deny the influence of the Spirit.
14. As personal intelligence, purity, and happiness is the end of all public
and private, theoretical or practical reformation, the present standard of personal
knowledge, faith, piety, and morality being too low, must be greatly elevated.
15. Family education and domestic religion must be greatly advanced.
("THE TRUTH")
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A NEW MAGAZINE FROM AMERICA
Some readers may in time past have received from the U.S. the magazine
" Restoration Thoughts," edited and produced by Bro. J. Ervin Waters. Owing to
many diflftculties this publication has had to cease, but a new magazine—
" Outreach"—more than fills its place.
This also is edited by Bro. Waters.
It will be of interest to " S.S." readers that one department of " Outreach,"
under the title "Hands Across The Sea," is edited by Bro. James Orten, who will
be remembered by some for his visit to England and Scotland in the summer of
1966.

There are thus close links between " Outreach " and the " S.S."

The new paper is in every way to be recommended. It is tastefully and
attractively printed and produced, and the contents consist of well-written articles

of deep spiritual tone, yet intensely practical.

Of greatest interest to British

readers will be that written by David Dougall on " Neither Invited Nor Excluded,"
an examination of the scriptural position as to " open communion."
This is

commented upon by James Orten, in which Bro. O. expresses his conviction that
the position of British churches on this matter is nearer the New Testament than
is the American practice; the editor also makes the favourable comment that
" belatedly I state substantial concurrence in and with the views [Bro. Dougall's]
herein postulated."
This first number is devoted to the topic suitable to the paper's title—
" Outreach." Articles appear on " Reaching out for Christ," " . . . For Truth,"
" . . . For the Lost," " . . . For World Wide Evangelism," " . . . The Future." The
December issue will be devoted to the theme of Christ " as the answer to . . . Sin,

Life, Morality, Race, War and Peace, Youth, Unbelief and Death."
No charge is made for "Outreach," but in each issue is an envelope in
which to place and post any monetary donation readers would care to make. If
you would like a copy, the "S.S." is trying to arrange for a bulk supply to
be distributed among British brethren. Or, if you prefer to write direct, please
address J. ERVIN WATERS, Editor " Outreach," 391 No. Blackstone, FRESNO,
Calif., U.S.A. 93701.

BAPTISM:

1

CORINTHIANS

12:13

"FOR by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or
Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one
Spirit."

Let us first consider the comparison the inspired writer is discussing here.
He uses the human body with the different members performing duties and tasks,
composing yet one body, to illustrate the body of Christ, the church, with its
various members performing the duties and tasks necessary to the propagation
of the body. Thus the body referred to the body of Christ, is the church of which
these Corinthian Christians were members, as well as Paul himself.

As we read the thirteenth verse we can better understand what Paul is telling
these brethren, if we know what is meant by the three terms—spirit, baptism,
and body.

1. The spirit iPneuma) here refers to the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is
spoken of under various titles in the New Testament, such as Holy Ghost. Eternal
Spirit. Spirit, etc., yet the same Greek word PNEUMA is used. When the word
PNEUMA. substantially a proper Greek name, is used in the Greek text the
rendering "Spirit" is probably better used as it can be always used and properly
understood, this case being such an example.
2. Baptism either means the baptism of the Holy Spirit or the immersion
in water. Of the word baptized in this verse, W. E. Vine in his dictionary says:
"A baptism to be undergone by believers, thus witnessing their identification with
Him in death, burial, and resurrection."
To those who believe this baptism was with the Holy Ghost and not with
water, please consider the following by Foy Wallace; "Baptism could not be "by"

and "with" at the same time, or both the agent and the element. Since the Spirit
is the agent of the baptism, it is not the element. The element is therefore water."
{Bulwarks of the Faith, Vol. 2.)
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The baptism here mentioned is immersion in water, the same as that men
tioned in Acts 2:38 and other places.

3. The "body" here comes from the Greek word SOMA which means the body
as a whole, the instrument of life. The word is used in a metaphorical sense, as
it is in the 27th verse, to refer to the church or body of Christ."

Having the meaning of these words, let us proceed to determine the meaning
intended and stated by Paul here. The apostle tells his brethren "for in one Spirit
we were baptized into one body." As the body is animated by one Spirit and
guided by one Spirit, all of the members act and are guided by one spirit. As a
result they are one in intent and purpose. By baptism "we" entered into the

company of the saved and were united "into one body." Paul is merely saying

that we are baptized by and under the direction of the Holy Spirit, and further
more that baptism puts us into the one body! What is it that puts us into the
one body? Paul says it is baptism!
Since the inspired apostle Paul said baptism put him and his Corinthian

brethren into the body, and we know that the body is the body of Christ wherein

the saved dwell, why can't we just accept this today? Accept God's plan as taught
plainly by the apostle Paul. Isn't this more reliable than what men, creeds, or
manuals say?

K. Hirshey in "Apostolic Doctrine."

DID ELDERS PASS AWAY WITH
MIRACLES ?
THE erection of the Jewish tabernacle was accomplished over a period of time
by the united effort of men who were raised up and qualified for the work. In
like manner, the complete erection of the new temple, the church, was accom
plished.

The Apostles, as wise masterbuilders, laid the solid foundation. They loved and
cared for the infant church like a mother loves and cares for her infant child.
With authority from King Jesus, the Apostles nourished the new church in that
they were her first preachers, teachers, pastors, overseers and ministers.

In verse 8 of Ephesians chapter 4 we have these words: "When he ascended up
on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men." The Apostle is simply
saying, Christ, because he was going back to glory, gave gifts unto the church: that
is, he gave men endowed with spiritual gifts. Just as God gave Christ to be the head
of the church, Christ gave ministers to the church to serve in its various functions.

Paul continues this matter by writing in verses 11-13: "And he gave some, apostles;
and some, prophets; and some, evangelists, and some, pastors and teachers: for

the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of
the Son of God, imto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the ful
ness of Christ." Paul, in these verses, refers simply and exclusively, I think, to the
continuance of the supernatural or miraculous gifts for a limited time.
In Ephesians 4, and in other passages, we can clearly recognize two classes of
officers in the primitive church. The first class of officers was necessary to the
establishment of the church on a firm foundation and to administer her affairs

until the canon of the scriptures was completed. Thus we hear Paul saying in
I Cor. 13:8-10: "Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall
fail; whether there be tongues, they chall cease; whether there be knowledge, it
shall vanish away. For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.
But when
that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away."
Paul is saying, when the perfect Law of Liberay is completely revealed, partial
gifts used in the construction and infancy of the church, will be done away.
The second class of officers was necessary to the continuance, power and
efficiency of the church. Their office would be perpetual—continuing for an

unlimited duration. In such an office, of course, men would fimction scripturally,
properly and efficiently under the influence of the oracles of God.

When we ask, "Did elders pass away with miracles?", we must first distinguish
between officers in the church which were temporary and those which are perma
nent. In I Cor. 12:28 we find in regards to the infancy of the church: "And God

hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers,
after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities, of
tongues." The Apostles and prophets were intimately associated with the establish-

8

THE SCRIPTUBE STANDARD

ment of the church, and were endowed with miraculous gifts. Thus, by the very
nature of these offices, we see that they could not belong to the permanent structure
of the church. Hence, in setting up the Kingdom, there was a display of Divinity
seen in the array of Apostles, prophets, extraordinary teachers, gifts, powers and
miracles.

But after the church was firmly established she had, and still has, the

power of multiplying and growing. And although the Spirit Himself ceased to
operate in all these splendid displays of supernatural grandeur. He is still causing
the Body of Christ to grow and increase in stature, as well as in the knowledge
and favour of God.

Are elders a vital and necessary part of the permanent structure of the church?
I believe so and I believe the Bible gives us sufficient proof that they are. In

every city, town and country where the Apostles planted a congregation, in setting
that congregation in order they appointed elders, or overseers, to preside over the
affairs of that congregation.

No church in primitive times was regarded as com

plete and capable of adequately sustaining itself without elders. Paul and Barnabas

ordained elders in every church where they laboured. Acts 14:23 says: "And when

they had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they

commended them to the Lord, in whom they believed." Titus was left in Crete
(Titus 1:5)
. . that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, and
ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee." In I Tim. 3:1 we find this
statement: "This is a true saying, if a man desire the office of a bishop, he

desireth a good work." As long as the church stands, there will be a need for
elders—men of superior age, wisdom, and experience. As long as the church
stands, there will be a need for shepherds to watch over and care for the spiritual
needs of the sheep.

Miracles, as we have noticed them in relationship to the establishment and

infancy of the church, are no longer necessary. But elders, labouring faithfully,
diligently and prayerfully for the welfare of us all, are—and will always be—a
vital part of the church.
PAUL WALKER

in "Restoration Thoughts"

Conducted by
James Gardiner

Is Acis 2:42 a pattern for New Testament worship (by "pattern" meaning the order
of meeting necessarily to be followed in that sequence), and does *' fellowship " in that
verse mean simply giving (in the contribution) ?

We have here, it appears to me, two questions of suflicient depth to justify being
answered separately, and I therefore propose to attempt to deal with the first part
now and the second part next month, God willing.
Is Acts 2:42 a pattern for New Testament worship ?

I doubt that God's pattern
for worship is crystallized in any verse of the New Testament, let alone Acts 2:42.
The worship of God's people in the Old Testament economy certainly was not embodied
in the terms of any one verse in the Old Testament scriptures. I therefore don't think
that anyone can point to any verse in the New Testament, such as Acts 2:42, and say
that that verse entirely sets forth the pattern for man's worship of God. In much the
same way I do not think that God's terms of salvation through the gospel are to be
found reposing in any one single verse of the word of God, although some of our
religious friends quote John 3:16 as if this verse indeed said it all.
"According to the Pattern"
The use of the indefinite article in the question " a pattern " seems to presuppose

that there are more patterns than one for New Testament worship in the word of God,
but I am hoping that the more we think of it the more we shall be convinced that
whatever God has said in the New Testament about worship constitutes the only
pattern for New Testament worship and "only" means "one"—God had an "only"
Son. All therefore that God says in the N.T. regarding worship, as being required of
His disciples, constitutes not only the pattern for worship but the only pattern.
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It is sometimes argued that God is not specific enough or has chosen not to be
specific enough concerning many matters related to worship, and that there exists no
pattern at all. It seems to depend to a large extent on what one means by the word
" pattern," and I repeat that we shall not go far wrong if we regard all that God has
chosen to say on the question of worship as the patient, the only pattern, and the
God-given pattern. Men who meddle with what God has spoken and revealed on this
matter, and indeed any other matter, do so at their great peril. John 4:24 " God is
spirit, and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth." In truth ?
John 17:17 "... thy word is truth." Every generation produces men who are not
entirely satisfied with what God has revealed in His word on this question of how
we should worship Him, and they try, many times with good intentions no doubt,
to bolster up the poor job God has made of it, and they give to their fellow men a

" much improved" method of worship, more up-to-date and more acceptable to an
•'enlightened age." The Roman church with all its many oflFshoots illustrates the folly
and danger of embarking on such a line of pursuit.

The questioner, however, is postulating whether Acts 2:42 is setting out any
particular order to be followed for items of worship in the public assembly. Presumably
he means, should we on the first day of the week when we meet to worship, carry
through our worship following this form, i.e. teaching from the apostles' doctrine,
followed by acts of fellowship, followed by the breaking of bread, followed by the
prayers, all in that order. Luke's purpose in writing this book to Theophilus, covering
some of the acts of some of the apostles, was to set out a brief history of the early
days of the church, capturing something of the thrill and excitement of the first
immersions, the breathtaking signs and wonders and the drama of the arrest, imprison
ment and even death of the early disciples. Acts 2:42 is part of this historical account,
and as such is primarily a historical statement. Rather than prescribing the order in
which items of worship should follow one another, the verse is acquainting us with
the fact that the early disciples were neither slack nor slothful in spiritual things, but
that in fact they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine, the fellowship, in the
breaking of bread and in prayers. The emphasis is on the word " steadfastly " and the
faithful steadfastness of the early Christians in those things, rather than the order in
which those things are placed in the verse. This point of view (that no order or
sequence is intended) is reinforced, I think, by the fact that some of the things
mentioned, e.g. the apostles' doctrine, the fellowship and the prayers, are too general
in character to be restricted to the public assembly on the first day of the week. Surely
the early disciples continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine seven days of the week.
Surely they enjoyed "the fellowship" all the time—indeed one of the manifestations
of this fellowship is described in the following verses of this same chapter: "And all
that believed were together, and had all things common. And sold their possessions
and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need." This is really what

is meant by the phrase that " they continued steadfastly in the fellowship "-^ay to day

transactions, not restricted to the assembly on the first day of the week. Surely, also,
they engaged in " the prayers " oftener than on the first day of the week assembly, and
prayed " without ceasing."
What (he First Chrislians Did

It would appear, therefore, that when Luke penned Acts 2:42 he was making an
historical statement regarding the fidelity of the early Christians, recording the fact that
they were completely faithful in the things mentioned in the verse. He was not spelling
out a set form or procedure to be followed in the public assembly. At the risk of
labouring the point could I sum up by saying that the "apostles' doctrine" of Acts
2:42 was not to be considered synonymously with a twenty-five minute exhortation on

a Sunday morning; and although 1 Cor. 16:2 says " Upon the first day of the week
let everyone of you lay by him in store," the " fellowship " Luke is talking about was
much more far-reaching than mere contribution of material possessions; and the
" prayers " of Acts 2:42 were intended to include all prayers at all times.
Acts 2:42 is not therefore a pattern for New Testament worship in the sense meant
by the questioner but is merely a statement of historical fact.

However this verse

helps us to understand what God desires of us in our worship of him, and assembly
on the first day of the week is a proper time, although not the only time, to teach
the apostles' doctrine, engage in the fellowship, and avail ourselves of the opportunity
of joint participation in the prayers.

Questions please — to James R. Gardiner, 88 Davidson Terrace, Haddington, East
Lothian, Scotland).
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Antipas—not quite such a disgrace in
Jewish eyes as direct employment by the
Roman Government.

READINGS
IT will be observed that we have gone
back to reading through a gospel this
year. We feel that we must give much
time to the study of the LIFE, while
reluctant in any way to neglect those very
practical epistles we have been considering.
A consecutive reading of the New Testa
ment is valuable; the Old Testament must

not be neglected either. But if the brethren
in general would prefer another system for
future years, suggestions would be wel
comed.

We have considered three shorter

readings on selected scriptural topics for
each Lord's Day, but prefer that speakers
should tie up subjects for edification them
selves rather than that.
JANUARY 1968

7—Deuteronomy 6
14—Isaiah 7:1-17
21—Micah 5:2-15
28—Isaiah 40:1-26

Col. 3:18 to 4:18
Matt. 1, 1 & 2:16-25
Matt. 2
Matt. 3

MATTHEW AND HIS GOOD
TIDINGS

It is clear from the three records of

his call that Matthew's name was also
Levi. We remember that Simon became

Peter and Saul became Paul. So changing
of name or having two names was not
uncommon.

There are other instances:

we think Nathanael (John 1:45) is certainly
" Bartholomew" in the lists of apostles
(Matt 10:3; Mark 3:18 and Luke 6:14).
Matthew was the son of Alphaeus (Mark
2:14) and might even be related to both

Thomas (who is called Didymus meaning
"twin") and James, son of Alphaeus.
But these are conjectures—not without
interest seeing that we have the brothers
James and John and Andrew and Peter
taking so important a place in the Saviour's

work. Spiritual relationship supersedes
physical in Christ but how wonderfully
the two can blend is hereby proved. There

He would have to

have some ability in writing and calcu
lating to be in the custom house. Doubt
less there were levies on the fish caught
in the lake and marketed in Capernaum,

and on merchandise passing south through
Galilee from Damascus,

He must have

both seen and heard Jesus before he was

called. The people in Galilee were seeing
a great light indeed and the whole country
side must have hummed with the " stories

of Jesus " (Matt. 4:13-16).

He was a

house owner/occupier and when we read
" he left all " (Luke 5:28) we must recog
nise he was making a complete sacrifice
of his life to follow the One Who had not

where to lay His head (Matt. 8:20). All
that v/as apparently solid and substantial
in

his

life

was

left

behind.

What

a

powerful personal influence the Saviour
had upon those who were seriously exer
cised by His word and work! The same
is true today.

He began his service to Jesus by using
his house for a feast at which his friends
associated with him in the tax service

were present, and also some people of

very doubtful character—known locally as
such. The descriptions given indicate the
friendly attitude of Jesus and His disciples
towards such. There was no compromise
with sin in this, but a love for sinners

and a consciousness of their great need
(Matt. 9:10-17; Mark 2:15-22; Luke
5:29-39). In the words of Jesus we can
not but see a reference to the selfrighteousness of the Pharisees who stood
aside and criticised.

The only further reference in the scrip
tures to Matthew is his name in the list

of apostles, given in Acts 1:13. There
are late traditions about his life and death,
but these are not worth notice. He has
the honour of being first in the lists of

the New Testament books, and his gospel
remains a priceless part of the revelation

of God. His authorship has been ascribed
to him by an unbroken tradition, and
some have held that he first wrote it
in Aramaic for the benefit of his own

may indeed be exceptions to Solomon's

countrymen. This seems more than doubt

statement " Bring up a child in the way

ful as nothing has ever been found of
such a copy, and the Greek conforms
closely to the other New Testament

he should go and . . . he will not depart

from it

(Prov. 22:6),but we cannot know

how great a part the parents of these
apostles of Christ had in the work their

sons did through this upbringing of their
boys.

As a tax collector Matthew would not

be popular with the Jews, though his
employment was probably under Herod

writings, showing no signs of being a
translation.

Allowing for the fact that much of the

three first gospels is substantially of one
piece, each has its peculiarities, which a
glance at any " harmony" makes clear.
Here are some of Matthew's.
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Dalmellingtoii. — With

]. Numerous quotations from pro
phecy.

joy

we

report

that one has been restored to the faith:
Bro. William Miller was received into

2. Prominence of the thought of a
Kingdom of Heaven.

fellowship on Lord's Day, October 22nd.
Because of this we take courage.

3. Special denunciation of Jews and

HARRY McGinn, Sec.

their rulers.

4. The

genealogy

David
5.

to

References
" Sermon

traced

Eastwood, Seymour Road.—The church

through

rejoices in the progress of the Gospel,
resulting in three precious souls being

Abraham.
to
on

the
the

Law

in

the

added to the church—two scholars from

Mount."

We notice quite a systematic way of
recording certain teachings. He gives us
those outstanding teachings of the "Sermon
on the Mount" in three chapters, He sets
out at length the instructions the S^iviour
gave to His apostles when Me sent them
out two by two (ch. 10). The prophecies

the Bible School, and one adult, the
husband of a sister recently transferred
to us. We pray that these will find much
joy in their new relationship. We give
God the praise.
CHAS. LIMB

Lou.yliborougli.—On Sunday, the 10th
December, the Church at Loughborough

of the destruction of Jerusalem and the

heard the confession

end of the age occupy a chapter at some
length (24).
The denunciation of the
scribes and Pharisees is given more fully
in chapter 23. Parables about the kingdom
are largely grouped together (ch. 13). We

baptism into Christ of Desmond Dove.

and witnessed the

We once again thank God for the power
of the gospel.

P. D. HILL

find too that his accounts of incidents are

quite often shorter and less detailed than
Mark's.

An illustration of this is found

in the incident of the demoniacs ofGadara

Blackburn,

Mill

Mill. — The

church

(Matt. 8: Mark 5; Luke 8).

mourns (he passing of Sister M. Haworth.

Sceptics have exercised themselves in
finding disagreements in the gospels as we

She had sufTered illness for a number of

have them. Those who have come to know

the Lord through these very testimonies
bless and praise the Divine Author Who
has superintended their construction in so
wonderful a manner.

Where we cannot

resolve apparent dilTerences we gladly
it. "trusting where we cannot

years and was therefore unable to meet
She died soon after
entry into the local infirmary. Our late
Sister was associated with the church at
at the Lord's Table.

Blackburn for over fifty years.

We com

mend the Love of God to our Brother

Haworth and the rest of the family.

leave

trace."

R. B. SCOTT

R.R.

Wigan: Scliolcs.—With great sorrow we

report the death of our young Sister Edna
Atherton, on December 12th. 1967.

Sis.

Atherton was baptised only last March.
As recently as August 5th she was married

to Bro. Bernard Atherton.

It is doubly

tragic that after little over four months
Buckie.—From

November

Bren.

mid - October

Claude

to

Parrish

mid-

and

Andrew Gardiner served the church. Bro.

Parrish taking the first two weeks and
Bro. Gardiner the last two.

of marriage this union has been so quickly
broken. The suffering of our young
brother and of Edna's father and mother

and her brothers is all the more grcvious
because of her early death.

We cannot

understand such a tragedy, but we accept

The preaching and exhortations were

it because we believe and are sure that

powerful, and we trust that the seed
sown will producc an abundant harvest.
Our brethren spent much time in visi
tation. as quite a number of our older

God will use even this for the good and
blessing of His children. In that assurance,

brethren arc sick.

We ask for your prayers in this corner
JOHN GEDDES

of His vineyard.

and certainty that Jesus Christ is -'the
resurrection and the life" we commend
those near and dear to our sister to our

heavenly Father. May He assuage their
grief and be their strength and hope.
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COMING EVENTS

DEBATE

Wigan, Albert S(reet.—Gospel Mission
Saturday, February 24th, to Lord's Day,

BAPTISM

ON

March 10th, 1968.

Meetings on Saturday, Sunday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday each week, all
7.30 p.m. Speaker: Bro, Clarence Eckman

between
FRANK WORGAN & D. P. KINGDON

(Church of Christ)

of Belfast.

We look forward to the Lord's blessing
on the mission and request your prayers
and support.

Pricc 2/9d. from the Agent: John
Partington, 86 Lord Street, Hindley,
Wigan, Lanes.

CORRECTION

"S.S." December 1967, p. 144, col. 1:
Change of Address, Hugh Davidson: delete
" of Motherwell church." Bro. Davidson is

Secretary of Slamannan District churches.
Bro. Leslie Purcell, 98 Addie Street,
Motherwell, Lanarks., remains Secretary
of the church in Motherwell.
" NEW TESTAMENT TIMES "

This is the title of an excellent duplicated
periodical issued by the church at Ince,
Wigan. It contains notices and news of
the activities at Ince, but also in a
much wider sphere. Best of all are its
well-written and thoughtful article on
" Maturity" and detailed Bible studies
on " Acts of the Envoys (Apostles) " and
Paul's Letter to Philemon.

To interest younger children a " Child
ren's Page" (or rather two) gives Biblesearching tests and hints on "Things To
Do " in hunting up Scripture passages.
Tlie paper is well worth writing for to
Ernest Makin, 95 Haigh Road, Haigh,
Wigan, Lanes.

(Principal, Baptist
College in Ireland)

HUMANITY

IS

ONE

Humanity is one! no weakest brother
Can fail or falter, sin or suffer woe

But that the suffering reacheth every
other
And all the world with him doth fainter
grow.

Humanity is one! who thinks to conquor
By crushing down a weaker in the way,
Knows not that in his own unreasoning
rancour

He beateth down the steps that lead to
day.
Humanity is one! Thou that overcomest;
O Thou be strong for those who are but
weak:

So shall a thousand triumph where thou
winnest

And many find what few know how to
seek.

LAURENCE E. TERRY

BIRTH

To Margaret and Douglas Mel ling,
November 20th, a daughter—Jayne Louise.
6 Ludlow Avenue, Hindley, Wigan, Lanes.
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Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning.
VOL. 35.

MARCH. 1968

No. 3.

RUNNING INTO TROUBLE
In the years immediately following the Second World War various movements were
set afool to reconstruct those parts of civilisation which had been completely or almost

completely destroyed in the War. Many remember the plans drawn up to rebuild our
own shattered cities, or to reconstruct towns which, while having received very little

bomb damage, needed redeveloping. Elaborate portfolios of plans were issued, hardly
any of which were acted upon. These portfolios, handsome as they are. now simply
fill up shelf space in surveyors" offices and reference libraries. The first enthusiasm
has died; it has been reali,sed that the money could not be provided to finance these

ambitious schemes, or that too much was being attempted too quickly, or that the
schemes had not been worked out in the detail and with the accuracy that were

necessary. Even today. 23 years after the end of the War. we have to be satisfied
with a gradual and piecemeal redevelopment of only the centres of our cities and
towns.

Christian Unily

The same feverish activity shown in that phase of reconstruction was a1?o apparent
in religious circles. It was felt that, after the slaughter and destruction wreaked by
nations upon nations, these men and nations should learn to live together. If this
were to come about the Christian Churches must set the example by co-operating, by

bringing about unity in mission and purpose in their service of a common Lord, and
even set themselves the aim of union between the denominations, so that there should

be not many Churches but One Church. In 1948 this Ecumenical (Worldwide) Movement
was translated into concrete action in the formation at Amsterdam of the World

Council of Churches (the W.C.C).

This was greeted with great enthusiasm and

optimism. A term very much used was "the Coming Great Church."
In the 20 years since then there has been intense activity in spreading the cause
of Christian Unity. Vast amounts of money have been poured out; great distances
travelled: countless meetings and conferences held; libraries of books written; deter
mined resolutions made; eloquent sermons preached; inter-church activities engaged
in; and even to some extent inter-denominational communion allowed, all with the

object of advancing the cause of ecumenicity. In a few cases high-sounding documents
have been drawn up of Terms of Union between two or more Churches, for example
the Anglican-Methodist and the Presbyterian-Congregationalist bodies,
In its first enthusiasm it was easy to recognise others as Christians, even though
not of one's own religious affiliation. " Our separated brethren " is a term expressing
concern that, though we have one Lord we are not of the same community. That
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being so, Christian Unity must entail the ignoring or Jetting go of non-essentials,
however dearly these traditions might be held. Thus Dr. Ramsey, Archbishop of
Canterbury, expresses this in statements reported in the "Guardian," January 22nd,
1968:

Dr. Ramsey Praises Methodist Unity Move

It was not right to bring into new areas

of population-housing estates and industrial areas-a Christian

Divine Judgment

^e were living at a lime when the

mission divided

into denommalional structures, often competing in their activities the Archbishop

self-consciousness had largely dis^e were under divine judgment

of Canterbury said yesterday.

Dr. Ramsey, who was preaching in

opportunities in the field of unity.

Hinde Street Methodist Church, West^he aim for Anglicans and Methodists
mmster, during the week of Prayer for
Church in which they would be
Christian Unity said the missionary organically united. " Let it also be clear
situation made the Christian conscience
we do not think that uniformity in

cry out against this division.

Christian customs is necessary, nor what ^

There was an urgent practical need in
Britain to recover the New Testament

some people call a monolithic structure.
None the less, Christians should, on New

principle of one Church. " For my part,

Testament principles, be one in organised

I would rejoice in the changes which the

fellowship as well as in belief and sacra-

Methodists would bring, as we welcomed
one another in humility," he said.

ment."

These sentiments are very fine when expressed in generalisations. But they savour
too much of "everything in general and nothing in particular." It is when we come
to the particulars, the details, that the depth of the differences between the Churches

raises difficulties. Judging by the present ecumenical position the more we proceed the
less progress is made. The situation is very much like that in "Alice in Wonderland "
—" It lakes all the running you can do to stay in the same place."
Differences and DiHicullics

One does not need to be opposed to the Ecumenical Movement to perceive that
it is running into difficulties. Its friends, closely identified and deeply involved in it,
admit the same. There is impatience and restlessness with the meagre and superficial
results achieved compared with the glowing prophecies made when the Movement came

into being. Now that doctrinal and traditional differences are being examined the
human and proud element is insisting that these will not be given up for what is being
offered. Many members of the denominations (among them some of the best Biblical
and evangelical scholars) are crying out for bread and being given a stone.
Thus, constituent members of the W.C.C.—Anglicans high and low, Methodists,

Presbyterians, Congregationalists and Baptists, are expressing disquiet at what is taking
place.

The report on " Conversations between the Methodists and the Church of

England" was examined in two successive issues of the " S.S." in 1963. The report
aroused a good deal of opposition in both Churches, and this opposition has crystal
lised, until today it is more solid than ever. Fear is expressed that the episcopal system
of the Church of England is going to be imposed upon and meekly accepted by the
Methodists, as though that were an honour. Now a later statement disclaims this and

waters down the acceptance by designating bishops (in the Anglican sense) as presbyters.
The term is scriptural, but the office and work, as set out in the statement, are not.
To give a thing a New Testament name does not make it a N.T. practice.
Unity — With Whom ?

What possible unity or union worth the name can there be with a Church whose

Primate, the Archbishop of Canterbury, talks to Methodists as Dr. Ramsey does in the
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quotation above, and on the other hand visits the Pope and speaks as he (Dr. R.) did
at the joint R.C.—C. of E. service in Westminster (R.C.) Cathedral on January 23rd,
according to the " Guardian " report of the 24th.
Dr. Ramsey Says Clirist Would Welcome Unity

Dr. Ramsey, the Archbishop of Canter
bury, toyed with some of the central
beliefs dividing Roman Catholics from
Anglicans when he preached in West
minster Cathedral last night as part of

Lambeth, where a dear friend resides."

Dr. Ramsey's " courtesy and charity" in
crossing the Thames had resulted in the
bridge-building being more than an idle
gesture.

the Christian Unity octave of prayer. His
Bond of Baptism

words included no firm commitment to
those beliefs.

Speaking for the first time at the head
quarters of Roman Catholicism in Eng
land, Dr. Ramsey said that the charity
engendered by the moves towards united
Christendom would secure a welcome from

Christ for those who took part.
"Think how Christ welcomed you in
baptism and your confirmation.
Think how he welcomes you in the
blessed sacrament with the scarcely believ
able intimacy of his real presence. Think
how he welcomes you in absolution when
he washes your sins from you just as he
washed the feet of the apostles in the
your

upper room. It is an intimacy so awful,
so humbling. And for all our sins and

failings he welcomes us already into
fellowship with Blessed Mary and the
saints in heaven."

Dr. Ramsey began his sermon by
recalling his visit to Rome two years
ago, and his welcome by the Pope.
" It is in that spirit that we are
worshipping together tonight. We know
that there are big differences between us.
We do not pretend to have solved these.

" We know that we sometimes upset one
another by things we do and say. We
know that a long ecumenical journey lies
ahead of us. Yet already we find ourselves
in a new situation, and nothing has
helped that new situation more than the
great emphasis which the Vatican Council
place upon holy baptism. Through holy
baptism we share already in a brotherhood
in Christ."

Using the bond of baptism, members
of both Roman Catholic and Anglican
communions were now able, with full

Cardinal Heenan welcomed Dr. Ramsey
celebrating mass. He said the historic visit

ecclesiastical authority, " to act together,
not as rivals but as allies in serving
God and serving humanity in its many

was " like the fulfilment of prophecy."

distresses."

When he was enthroned Archbishop of
Westminster in 1963 he said: "A bishop
is a pontifex—a builder of bridges. I

parts

to the Cathedral soon after he finished

This putting together of the broken
of

Christendom

would

involve

propose to build bridges and one of these

bringing the teachings of Christ more
into the affairs of the world, Dr. Ramsey

will span the Thames from Westminster to

said.

Have we not here a perfect case of words without meaning ? Words exactly
calculated to please and soothe those to whom they were spoken ? Truly the prophet
Isaiah's words find fulfilment afresh (Isa. 30:10): "For they . . , will not hear the

instruction of the Lord; who say to the seers, ' See notand to the prophets, ' Prophesy

to us not what is right; speak to us smooth things, prophesy illusions,'" except that
Isaiah uttered God's word and the people rejected it, whereas today the "prophets,"
the hierarchy are preaching the " smooth things." This is just the language which the
Church of Rome delights in and on which she flourishes. So long as " our separated
brethren" talk in this way, Rome's purpose not to act towards "unity" is perfectly
attained. She has no disquiet about divided Christendom, for all must come her way.
Facing Realities

But, as already pointed out, now that facts have to be faced, that can be dealt

with not with words but with deeds, profound disquiet is being expressed among the
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Nonconformist denominations. The Baptists are making vigorous protests against the
Ecumenical Movement's treatment of baptism—its unquestioning acceptance of infant
sprinkling and pouring, as well as believers' immersion, as valid forms. Two long
articles in "The Christian" of January 5th and 12th demonstrate that they are deeply
disturbed and are determined to stand for what they regard as scripture truth concerning
baptism. Much correspondence is found, too, in " The Christian" (an undenomi
national, interdenominational and evangelical paper) exhorting readers not to be

identified with the aims of the World Council of Churches. That champion of
ecumenism, the " British Weekly," which advances the cause at every opportunity,
is now publishing articles and letters expressing scepticism and disillusionment at the
way things are going and the lack of meaningful action towards " unity."
What possible unity can there be except it be agreed on what standard and

basis ? True, scripture is accepted as that standard—acce/j/ecZ but is it recognised ?
Lip-service is paid and appeal made to the New Testament. But test teaching and
praclicc of constituent members of the W.C.C. and how much of it do we find in the

N.T. ? Are baptism and the Lord's table stressed as fundamentals ? Even if they are,
in many cases their observance is far removed from what we find in the N.T.

The

same applies to methods of church government: the intense conflict as to episcopacy,
the presbytery, the congregation is sure evidence that the simple pattern of elders and
deacons set out in the N.T. is not taken seriously nor put into operation. Then we

have in these constituent bodies members of Churches, those who are far from being
Christians in the N.T. sense (surely the only sense ?)

We have tried to set out the position as to " Christian Unity" with fairness,
restraint and humility.

For we in the churches of Christ cannot wash our hands of

this cause, doing nothing to show that only in Christ can "they all be one," as the

Saviour prayed. The unity of those "in Christ" is already there, brought about by
the Holy Spirit in baptism. We cannot achieve or attain that oneness; we can only
maintain it. To maintain it we must examine not only the position of professing
Christians around us, but ourselves, in the light of God's word. We must not adopt
any attitude of " We have restored the N.T. church. We are there." God in His word

has given us ample guidance, in teaching and practice, as churches and as individuals,
to demonstrate that Christ's church is that which sets itself to adhere to that word,

and in that adherence only can be the power which is able to reject cherished opinions
and traditions, to follow the way God shows us, and to realise the inevitable and perfect

outcome—" that they may all be one."

EDITOR

FAITH
HOW OFTEN one hears faith summarily referred to by reciting the first verse of
Heb. 11, while paying little or no attention to the second sentence of that verse—"the

proving of things not seen." Let us take a deeper look into this verse: "Now faith
is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen."
What Faldi Is and Docs

First and foremost, if we care to analyse this, faith is substantive in those things
which appear to be abstract. By this we have hope turned or changed into reality,
our aspirations appreciated and fulfilled to the satisfying of our desires, amounting to
actual possession in our very minds. Doesn't Jesus say (Mark 11:24) "All things,
whatsoever ye pray and ask for, believe ye have received them and ye shall have
them." The third verse in Heb. 11 claims this to be so: "Through faith we understand
that the worlds were made by the word of God: so that things which are seen were

not made of things which do appear." This evidence or proving is carried a stage
further in the fourth verse: " By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent

sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying
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of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh." By faith Noah amidst great
derision built the ark, the abstract overriding the apparent concrete to men. " By
faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death: and was not found, because

God had translated him, for before his translation he had this testimony that he

pleased God."

Reading on to the end of the chapter we become acquainted with

what faith is and did in so many ways and forms, relative to Abraham, Sarah, Isaac,
Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Rahab, Gideon. Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel,
and the prophets and martyrs. Commencing to read the 12th chapter verse 2 says,
" Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith: who for the joy that was
set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right
hand of God. For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against
himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds." The importance of our faith
being and remaining strong is the writer's deep concern. The fifth verse is ever timely.
Let us continue to read to the 17th verse, that we may realise the benefits of
chastisement, so far removed from the belief of those who think that the life of a
faithful child of God can or should be one of calm repose and unassailability. This

is not true, as this portion of scripture adequately proves. Rather the opposite is the
true position of a child of God. The sixth verse says, " For whom the Lord loveth
he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son he receiveth." The 14th verse outlines for us
how needful to our faith and godliness is fatherly chastisement and exhorts that we
" Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord."
Obcdicnce of Faith

Having noted in the 10th, 11th and 12th chapters what faith achieves, it is further
to our benefit to examine the excellence of our faith through Jesus Christ, as shown
in chapters 1 to 9 of this epistle. This comparison enables us to embrace this
appreciation somewhat, which is so vital if we are to obtain a true glimpse of that
faith as set forth by our Lord and Master. At the beginning of the epistle we are
shown the great excellence and favour used by God in sending His Son to reveal God's
self to us. When we have tried to grasp the excellence and dignity of our great High
Priest, who, being so faithful to God, even obedient unto death for our sins, we can
the more easily obtain a clearer vision of the faith presented by Jesus, who is the
" Author and finisher of our faith." Chapter 4 reveals the power of the word of our
faith, the need of our holding fast that profession, that we may find grace in the time
of need. Chapter 5 tells how by His suffering He learned obedience: "And being made

perfect he became the author of eternal salvation unto all that obey him." If obedience
was so essential that by suffering Jesus learned His obedience, how needful that we
hear His word obediently. We have here placed so extensively and inclusively the
necessity of obedience in all who are in the faith of our Lord Jesus. Chapter 6 shows
how steadfastness in the faith does not permit stagnation: we are to press on to

perfection, leaving behind the beginnings and foundation, not slothful, but diligent
followers of our great High Priest. Chapter 7 further points out the superiority of
the new covenant over that legal one which was ineffectual, while the new one, when

fully considered, enables us to know somewhat more, what faith is and does for all

the faithful in Christ Jesus.

j ^ GREGORY
(To be continued)

Continuing instant in prayer. (Romans
12,12).

The Lord
(Rev. 19,6).

God omnipotent reigneth.

BE resolute in prayer. Make any sacri-

OUR great need is for a vital faitii in

fice to maintain it.

the omnipotent God.

Consider that time

When oppressed

is short and that business and company

with staggering problems, do not con-

must not be allowed to rob thee of thy

sider their boundaries, but rediscover the

God.

boundlessness of God.
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Coiulncted by

TIQN BOX

James Gardiner

" Could you please account for the fact that in the recording of Paul's conversion it
is said (In Acts 9:7) that his companions who journeyed with him 'stood speechless,
hearing a voice but seeing no man.' But in Acts 22:9 It is said that they 'heard not
the voice of him that spakeand in Acts 26:14 Paul says ' And when we were all fallen
to the earth.' In the first case his companions were standing and heard, and in the latter
case his companions heard not and were fallen to the earth,"
FIRST it should perhaps be explained to any who are unfamiliar with the above
quotations that in Acts 9 the writer of the Acts, Luke, is giving us a general narrative

of the incidents surrounding Paul's eventful journey to Damascus, a journey on which
he saw the light in more senses than one. Acts 22 records Paul's arrest in Jerusalem,

and his speech to the people from the stairs of the castle prison in which speech he
gives his own account of what transpired on the way to Damascus. In Acts 26, Paul
makes his "defence" speech before king Agrippa, in which he recounts his life history
and refers to the events which occurred on the way to Damascus. It is often alleged
that as these three accounts differ and appear even to contradict there can be no
evidence that any of them is true. And if some part of the bible is untrue how do we
decide which parts are true ?
Hearing and not Hearing

With reference to the " heard and heard not" part of the question I think the
context reflects the fact that Saul's companions did not see Christ, but Saul did: they
heard the voice of Christ speaking with Saul but they did not hear what was said.
The following analogies are comparable with the situation in the question: a visitor
to Hyde Park " Speakers' Corner" finds himself on the edge of a huge crowd and is
keen to hear the speaker addressing this crowd. He is too far away however to hear
what the speaker is saying. We have a situation therefore where the visitor can " hear "

the speaker but cannot get close enough to " hear" the speaker's words. Saul's
companions similarly could hear the voice of Christ and yet could not hear His words.
We have probably all had the annoying experience of a telephone conversatiog on a
•' bad " line. We can " hear" the person on the other end of the line but we yell,
" Speak up please; I can't hear you." Kow do we know someone is speaking to us at
the other end of the line? because we can "hear" them talking to us. Why do we
get infuriated? because we cannot "hear" them. It is not a question of being able
to understand them (after all they are speaking in English) but a question of not being
able to " hear " them (although " hear " in many instances means " to understand ").
Saul's companions would have understood what Christ was saying to Saul if they had
been able to " hear " him, because we know that Jesus spoke to Saul in Hebrew. Saul
had no trouble in understanding Jesus because, unlike his companions, he could hear
what Jesus was saying. Even in a busy restaurant we might be able truthfully to say
that we can " hear " everybody talking, yet are unable to say that we can " hear " what
any of them are saying.
Meaning Explained by Scripture

This, of course, is because of the different shades of meaning attached to the word
" hear." The original Greek word is always " akouo," but the context governs the
meaning we are attaching to the word in each case. The three main shades of meaning
are (1) to have the capacity or faculty to hear; (2) to understand or perceive the sense
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or purport of what we hear; and (3) to give earnest heed. We have a verse in
Matt. 13:13 which uses these three senses of the word, where Jesus says "Therefore

I speak to them in parables because seeing they see not, and hearing they hear not,
neither do they understand." We know ourselves from experience that it is possible
that while we hear the word of God read, we at the same time hear it not, neither do
we understand.

Sometimes the translators of the King James version have translated "akouo" as

" understand " where they have considered it necessary by the context. With reference
to speaking in tongues 1 Cor. 14:2 says, "For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue

speaketh not unto me but unto God: for no man understandeth (margin: " heareth ")
him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries." The word " understand " therefore
is really our old friend "heareth " and if the translators had left it as " heareth " the
verse would have read, "For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not
unto men but unto God: for no man heareth him ..." The congregation would "hear"

him speak in an unknown tongue but God alone would hear (understand) what he said.
This is the identical position to that in the question in the Acts of the apostles.
The translators doubtless used the word "understand" in 1 Cor. 14:2 because of

the fact that, although the hearers of one speaking in tongues could hear each word

clearly enunciated, they still could not understood the meaning of the words without
an interpreter. In the case of Saul's companions, however, they could merely hear
Christ speaking but could not hear what he was saying, albeit he spoke not in an
unknown tongue, but in Hebrew. We have a fairly similar situation in John 12:28
which describes the reaction of some of the people after Jesus had prayed "Father

glorify thy name. Then came there a voice from heaven saying, I have both glorified
it and will glorify it again. The people therefore, that stood by and heard it said that
it thundered: others said an angel spake to him." Like Saul's companions they
" heard " the voice from heaven but they did not " hear " what was said. They heard
not the articulate words.

No Discrepancy or Contradiction

With reference to the second portion of the question—one statement in Acts 26:14

saying that Saul's companions had all fallen to the earth and another, in Acts 9:7 that
they stood speechless.

Obviously the men had to be standing before they could fall down, and we can
be sure that they did not remain prostrate on the ground but eventually got up. I
think a close examination of the two accounts leads us to suppose that, although they

all initially fell to the earth, the companions of Saul arose of their own accord and
stood speechless watching Saul as he remained there prostrate on the ground. This is
surely borne out by the two accounts: Acts 26:14 says that it was after they had all
fallen to the earth that the conversation took place between Jesus and Saul. Acts 9:7

says that it was after the conversation was over that " the men which journeyed with
him stood speechless." The time interval, therefore, is very important between the two
statements and of such duration as to disallow any claim being made that a discrepancy
or contradiction exists here.

There are no real contradictions in God's word, although there are many apparent

contradictions, i.e. things which on the surface and at first glance appear certainly to
be out of harmony but, as the morning mists melt with the rising of the sun, so usually

do these apparent discrepancies fade when further light and closer examination and
scrutiny are brought to bear upon them.

(Please send any questions to James R. Gardiner, 88 Davidson Terrace, Haddington,
East Lothian, Scotland).
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THE SPIRIT FORBIDS
" What no . . . heart of man conccivcd . . . God has revealed to us throuch the Spirit"
(1 Cor. 2:9, 10).

Often misused to describe a future home rather than a present gift, this passage
refers to a revelation rather than a habitation. In his fifth appeal for Christian unity
(1 Cor. 2:6-13), Paul uses this passage as a pivot to contrast a human teacher's

limitations with the Holy Spirit's infinitude. Only the perfect (not sinless but mature)
recognize the depth of God's revealed wisdom.

He Reveals God's Wisdom (vv. 6-10)

The mystery, God's eternal plan for man's salvation, is neither new nor difficult;

itis simply recent. Before, it was hidden; now, it is revealed (see also Ephesians 3:9-12)!
Things pertaining to his salvation were so far beyond man that they didn't even
enter his imagination until the Holy Spirit revealed them (see also 2 Peter 1:20, 21).
Inspired men were but instruments of the Spirit to give God's revelation to man.
He Understands God's Thoughts (vv. 11, 12)

Only the truly wise receive the Spirit of God rather than the spirit of the world.
By this Spirit they preach Christ crucified

No man penetrates God's designs except first the Holy Spirit reveals them. In fact,
no man knows another man's plans save one communicates with the other. Much less,

then, could man know God's plan for salvation apart from His revelation. How futile,
how foolish, to try " to measure God's arm with man's finger."
He Teachcs God's Plan (v. 13)

The Holy Spirit is an infinite teacher. What man could possibly match His
wisdom ?

The wise man dare not use improper language to describe God's rich spiritual gifts.
He fears oratory, which lets in more delight than light; he shuns obscure ways of saying
things; He questions attempts to glean mysterious meanings from plain passages; he
avoids loading his words with worldly affectations. His only safe course lies in using
the Spirit's words to teach spiritual things in spiritual terms which spiritual people
recognize (see 1 Peter 4:11).

Paul seems to argue that by elevating the instrument (men: Paul, Peter, Apollos)
rather than the message (Christ crucified) the Corinthians caused divisions. Had they
been spiritual enough to discern the gospel's depths there would have been no wrangling
over the teachers' knowledge or personality or method. The infinite Spirit completely

obscures any human teacher.

S GRIP TUBE
EEADINGS
Kings 3:4-15

Matt. 6:19-34

10-—Proverbs 9

17-—Deuteronomy

Matt. 7:1-14

13:1-11

"THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT"

I AM so glad that I was made to learn

off by heart Matthew chapters 5, 6 and 7

when I was at school. Matthew's orderly
and systematic report of the Saviour's
teaching on this particular occasion is

MARCH 1968
3--1

l. E. TESTER in "Communion Quester "

Matt. 7:15-29

24-—Leviticus 14:1-20

Matt. 8:1-17

31-—Exodus 14:15-31

Matt. 8:18-34

searching and impressive. It is quite
certain that Jesus must have said many
of these things over and over again in
different settings during His more than
three years of close contact with men

and women. They enshrine principles by
which He lived and died, and by which
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if we are to be real Christians we must

also live and die.

We have an instinctive

dislike far the word " sermon," because

of its association with robes, pulpits and
the formalities of what is largely a false
impression or show divorced from downto-earth Christianity. Jesus, the greatest
of all " Rabbis," was never an official
one. His authority was the plain authority
of truth, spoken so clearly that " the
common people heard Him gladly." His
qualification was not a certificate granted
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takes up a lot of time; but it is necessary
to sustain, not to amass wealth. The love
of amassing wealth has been characteristic
of the Jews of all ages. Our possessions
can

absorb

attention

which

should

be

applied to service of God and neighbour.
That is when they enslave us.
Anxiety is one of the enemies of man

kind.
It poisons the body and saps
initiative. It can be quite as harmful as
trouble and misfortune themselves.

Real

trust

Jesus

in

God

is

the

antidote.

by the Schools but a knowledge of the

teaches us that we must not allow cir

Word of God—and remember this was
the Old Testament as we now have it—

cumstances of life to turn us away from
our primary interests—His church and

acquired by application of wisdom and
the grace of God (Luke 2:40 and 52) and
growth through experience and attainment
of maturity. Finally, upon His submission
to baptism He was endowed with the
Spirit of God without measure (John
3:34 & 35).

His right-doing.

Our readings have already covered the

character, privileges and responsibility of
the subjects of the kingdom of heaven
(5:3-16). Then we have the relationship
and contrast with the law and Pharisaic

interpretations of it (5:17-46). The March
readings first continue the warnings against
mere show and its limitation of reward

by comments on fasting. Neither giving,
prayer, nor fasting is wrong, but we fail
if we

do them " to

be seen of men."

They must be heart exercises, and God
will then have respect to them. Do not
we all need these warnings ?
Our
observances which others see can become

formal so easily, especially those we
practice frequently. It is easy to see and
to criticise the Pharisees, but we must

remember many of them were good and
thoroughly respectable people; however,
their outward

forms

had

become

the

substance of their religion instead of
the shadow of their heart-affection for
God. Our observances must be the result
of our innermost motives.

It would appear that others besides the
actual disciples of the Saviour were
listening to Him (see 7:28) but primarily
His words are for their guidance. We
turn then from attitudes towards God and

the Kingdom to mutual relations. First
the critical spirit must be checked. It is
hypocritical and dangerous to find fault
with others when we have faults ourselves

perhaps just as serious. So our eyes must
first be turned inward, and correction
humbly endeavoured there.
This will
certainly modify our criticism.
The disciples of Christ have the most
precious and very highest truths to com
municate, and we must leam when not to

expose them to ridicule unnecessarily.
There is no virtue in presenting the most
sacred truths where they will only meet
mockery and insult.

Some of us have

heard blasphemous parodies of sacred
poetry and of the Word itself.

We can

not prevent this but must avoid exciting
it. No doubt the apostles as their work
developed remembered this warning.
Wisdom, faith and spiritual insight are
required for carrying out the teaching
here given, and the urgent request should
be made where help is found—in God—

with assurance that He is both willing and
able.

Earnest effort is essential, and we

This utterly honest principle has to be

must not expect to be with the crowd if

applied to every part of life, and the rest
of chapter six is devoted to the attitude

we are on the right road. Moreover there
will be false teachers who will have the
appearance of honesty but will be distin

to material necessities. Saving up for
saving-up's sake must be abandoned, lest
we place our faith in material possessions
and they dominate our lives.

It is true

that most of us must earn our living by
working with brain or hand, and this

guishable by the results of their work, or
by their characters, in due time. We bear

in mind that this takes time, and only
history will finally reveal how much of
this false teaching there has been and is.
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We have guidance as we have the will of
God revealed in His word, and the test
for

those

who

call

Jesus

"Lord"

is

whether or not they line up with that.
Mighty works they may do, but the pro
fession of the Name must go hand in
hand with obedience.

We do indeed need

to be watchful lest what we regard as a
great work should be out of harmony
with the Lord's will.

Was it not when

the church had apparently got the victory
over the state that apostasy had set in,
and the true faith gone underground ?
There is a sense in which everything
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soon be transplanted into humans. Dr.
William Cleland. one of Britain's leading
heart surgeons, reported that some animal
parts, such as the valves of pigs and calves,

are already used in surgery, and that soon
whole organs may be transplanted.
There are many implications of this
whole subject . . . We would merely
suggest

here

that it would be ironical

indeed if twentieth century man, offered
a new heart by the Lord of Glory, should
find the means to extend his years with
the heart of a chimpanzee, while rejecting
the life of the world to come.

has been done for us: what we could not

" The Christian " — Jan. 12. '68

do at ail God has accomplished for us;
but the concluding words of the "Sermon"
remind us that we must " work out our

own salvation with fear and trembling
and now notice, "for God is at work in
you," and this is connected with obedience
(Phil. 2:12 & 13). Hearing the word will
not avail at last unless every effort has
been made by the grace of God to act

upon it.

R B SCOTT

MIRACLE OF NEW HEART
From the southern lip of Africa came
the news that broke on front pages around
the world: a team of surgeons had given
a

new heart and an extension of life to

a dying patient. It was another brilliant
achievement of modern medicine, even
though that first patient later died. At
the moment of writing this, many of us
are praying for the dentist who underwent
the second operation, during these vital
few days afterwards.
How

remarkable

it

is

that

while

the

hope of new life proffered by modern
science makes front-page news every
where, God's standing offer of a new
heart and new life in Christ is

either

ignored altogether or else banished to
some obscure spot on page nineteen.

Somehow evangelical Christianity must
capture for the good news of God's
redemptive grace the world-wide interest

routinely commanded by the wonders of
medical science.

Not long after the first human heart

transplant

occurred

in

Associated Press carried a

Cape

Town,

bulletin that

said that hearts of chimpanzees may

Dear Editor,

It was with pleasure and profit I read
your article on the subject of " Security
in the Midst of Insecurity" (January
edition) and being deeply impressed by
what 1 consider a true analysis of the
instability and deplorable condition

of

the world I am constrained to express a
deep appreciation of your heart-searching
article and certainly would urge every
reader to read it most carefully. It may
be many of us fail to get our priorities
and values right.

In view of this, our
impact on life appears to make little

impression.

We can so easily become

involved in the practices of the world
that almost unconsciously we retard the

indwelling and working of the Holy Spirit.
Furthermore, as committed Christians
undoubtedly we should view with alarm
the undesirable features on T.V. and use

every legitimate means whereby such
offensive programmes be removed from
the sight of all viewers. We sometimes
become confused between tradition and

conviction. Meantime the great hope is
in the fact that an increasing number of
people are realising that the eye is not
satisfied with seeing nor the ear with

hearing.

The human spirit is restless

until it finds its rest in God.
Sidney W. Collins
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Wigan (Sdioles). — The church rcjoiccs
in the restoration to I'ellowship of Bro.

James Parr. Some years ago the church
rcgretfLilly withdrew from Bro. Parr for
reasons set

out in

the New Testament,

and this was announced to other congre

gations through the " S.S." Now we are
glad to make it equally public that our
brother has repented and turned from
that way of life for which separation
took place.
Oct.-Dec. 31st. 1967

Zambia
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too much rain).
Today we went to
Mujala church with a clear sky, but
before Douglas finished his lesson on
Prayer the hard rains came for about
15 minutes, but God let it soak into the
ground, and just miss the kabondo so we
arrived safely in town just before the

cloudburst and hail hit Livingstone.
December 17th Douglas began services
at the Old Folks' Home, so all the blind

and crippled can attend.
Last Sunday
another of the women was baptized and
today an erring Christian rededicated her
life to God. During the past three months
two more of the elderly men have been
baptized: besides 4 baptized and 1
restored at Maramba; 2 baptized at

Linda: " The Gospel is the power of God
unto salvation to everyone that believeth "
(Romans 1:16).

Dear Faithful Friends,

Greetings through the grace of God !
" Let us therefore draw near with boldness

Mabel and Leonard Bailey are taking
a much needed rest during January, so
will be moving to Sinde in February.
Today I took Esther to Sinde to stay
with friends until I go there in February.
God hears and answers prayers ! Thanks
to all who have prayed for and helped in
saving souls—your love and fellowship
help us to face each new day with thank

unto the throne of grace, that we may
receive mercy, and find grace to help us
in time of need" (Hebrews 4:16). This
is one of the comforting passages we have
studied in BaGeofroy's class on Monday
evenings at Linda compound. Tuesday
evening there is Bible study at Mukuni
village, which is very inspiring. Various
ones give the lessons.
Usually 8 or 10
go out with me about 4 and visit the
Christians and sick. One leprous mother
(no hands and no toes) just lost her twin
boys. She has one little girl about 6, so

and encouragement. God bless you for
sharing your time when you could be
resting. Please keep praying that the
word of the Lord may be glorified and

fulness and zeal to serve God more
diligently.
Your letters arc such a lift

we made a dress for her—we'll take the

bear much fruit.

hand sewing machine and finish the hem,
and a quilt for her mother. BaStephen
and the Christians have nearly finished
plastering the church house at Mukuni

you peace at all times in all your ways.
The Lord be with you all."

and arc trusting the Lord to supply the
wood for the seats—BaStcphen can make
them.
These Christians give their time

Elaine Brittell

and of their means to build the church.

Surely God wili

inspire others lo help

'"Now the Lord of pcace himself give

With Christian love and hope.

Cameroons Evaiigelisafion Fund. —
Further to the report in last month's

come.

•* S.S." I have pleasure in informing the

Sunday. Tuesday and Thursday evenings
they meet to study God's word, besides
ladies' Bible study in the afternoon.
Wednesday and Friday, from 5 to 6. there
is Bible class at Linda compound, then at

brethren that a further three immersions
have taken place at Kumba.

them

finish

it

before

the

rains

7.30 on Friday there is '• New Converts"
Class" at BaSikutes.
Each Monday,
Wednesday and Friday afternoon, from
3 to 4. is Bible study at the Old Folks'

Home, besides Bible class and sewing at
Sinde Thursday morning ("unless there is

Jas. R. Gardiner

.Some people throw away a bushel of

truth because it contains a grain of error;
others swallow a bushel of error because
it contains a grain of truth.
—Firm Founclalion
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TO THE CONTRIBUTORS

Will all who write for or to the " S.S.,"
whether articles, news-items or other matter
for publication, please write (or better
type) on ONE SIDE OF THE PAPER
ONLY. This is a great advantage to

compositors who set up the type.
Also will senders of items for Coming
Events please state whether they wish such
announcements repeated, and if so until
what dates.

Give us serenity to endure what we

cannot change, strength to change what
can and should be changed and wisdom
to know the difference.
—Belvedere Church Bulletin

Let us love one another; for love is of
God. (lJohn4,7).
THROUGH faith the divine life flows in
to us—through love it flows out to
others. To abide in Christ is to live a

life of constant faith Christ-ward, and

Thank you.

constant love man-ward.

I will go in tite strengtii of the Lord
God.
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(Psalm 71,16).

Every creature of God is good . . . If
it be received with thanksgiving, (l Tim.
4,4).

BY the grace of God I resolve to set out

as it were anew in the Christian race;
to strive to forget past failures or dis
couragements, so far as they would tend
to relax my endeavours or to lessen my
hopes; and yet so to remember them as
to walk very humbly, watchfully, and

circumspectly,

before

GRATITUDE produces contentment in
aU conditions, and it places a bridle on
all one's desires. It checks gloom, it de
stroys envy and it returns with blessings
on the head.
for it.

God — "loving

much," as one to whom indeed "much

MARRIAGE

has been forgiven."
If ye have faith . .
impossible unto you.

nothing shall be
(Matt. 17,20).

FAITH is dead to doubts, dumb to dis
couragements, blind to impossibilities.

Janet Margaret Reid to Anthony Latham,
in the meeting place of the Church in
Summer Lane, Birmingham, on Saturday,
3rd February, 1968. Paul Jones officiated.
(Eph. 5:31; Numbers 6:24-26).

Pait^ lifts its hands up through the
threatening clouds, lays hold of Him who
has all power in heaven and on earth.

Faith.

We taste the sweetness of

a gift twice over when we are grateful

It mSkes the uplook good, the

outlook bright, the inlook favourable and
the future glorious.

BIRTH

To

Isabel

(nee

Scott) and Edward
Bennett, 58 St. George's Avenue, London,
N.7, a daughter, Judith Ruth, on October
11th, 1967.

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD is published monthly. Prices: Home, one copy for
one year, 12/6; two copies 20/6; three copies 28/6 post free. Canada and U.SJl.: one
copy, one dollar 80 cents. All orders and payments to the 'S.S.' Agent and Treasurer:
PAUL JONES, 7 The Marches, Armadale, West Lothian, Scotland.

All correspondence, including articles, news items, coming events, etc., to be sent,
before the 10th of the month to the Editor, C. MELLING, 133 Long Lane, Hindley,
Lanes.

Payments to PAUL JONES, address as above.

NOTICES. Scale of charges: 3/- for first 3 lines or less; 8d. each subsequent line.
Repeats (If notified when sending copy) half original charge. Payments to PAUL
JONES, address as above.

DISTRIBUTING AGENT: Ronald Maiden, 41 Comberton Park Road, Kidderminster.
Worcs.

EVANGELIST FUND: Contributions to R. McDONALD, who is also Secretary of

Conference Committee, "Aldersyde," 10 Mardale Road. Bennett Lane, Dewsbury, York.

NYASALAND Mission: Contributions to W. STEELE, 31 Niddrle Road, Portobello,
Edinburgh, Mid Lothian.

Hymn Book Agent and Treasurer: FRED HARDY. 7Sa Bridge Street, Morley, Leeds.
Yorkshire. Tel. Morley 3255.

"The Scripture Standard" Is printed for the publishers by Walter Barker (Printers) Ltd
Langley Mill. Nottm. Tel. 3266 Langley MllL
\

.

Pletiding for a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning.
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BIBLE STUDY
" OF the making of many books there is no end . .
That was written almost 3,000
years ago, but remains as true today as when written. Even more so, for last year over
26,000 new books were published in this country, without counting reprints or new
editions. Among this total religious books formed a large part, and among these
religious books new titles on the Bible and Bible study, commentaries and expositions
were numerous.

We term some of these works " helps " to Bible study. They help us to better
understanding of the meaning of scripture; they make study easier and cut out much
of the preparation of messages we are to give to churches, in gospel meetings and
Bible school teaching. Much of what is regarded as " drudgery" is thereby saved.
But it is possible that we can depend too much upon these works, to the neglect of
study of the Bible itself, the very word we are seeking to understand and make clear
to others. These works may help to produce eloquent preaching and convincing
teaching. But ultimately our lack of knowledge and understanding of the scriptures
themselves will be revealed.

There will come times when we shall be shown to be

out of our depth, unable to handle aright the word of God when measured and tested
by that word. This will inevitably arise, however learned we be in commentaries and
expositions, if we do not know the Bible itself. So long as a cripple depends upon
his crutches he will never be able to walk, to stand upon his feet as he should for
a full life.

There is no substitute for the word of God itself. True, the lawyer must know
how to handle commentaries and expositions of the country's laws, but he must know
also the law itself. We remember attending to a law student in Wigan Reference Library,
who told us that he didn't want any commentary upon a certain Act of Parliament, but
the Act itself. He said that sometimes the commentators put their own meaning to what
the Act says, and he wanted to study the words of the Act for himself. No doubt this
obtains also in Bible exposition.

In these days we have developed quicker ways of learning. Instead of going through
the slow processes of learning from the foundations we are aiming at producing rapid
results by short cuts. Thus, in literature we have The Great Books of the World
shortened so that we can get the gist of them without reading the whole works—
" Reader's Digest" editions and so on. " Have the masterpieces of the world's greatest
writers in your home, at your fingertips " we are exhorted. In painting we have methods
of filling in colours according to numbers on the drawing. In reading our children

are taught to read sentences at a time, without the painful piecing together letter by
letter of each word—^such as the Initial Teaching Alphabet. In music we have the
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vastly more rapid ways of playing than the old, slow, humdrum process of mastering
the scales. But in all these systems there comes the time when the fundamentals can

no longer be bypassed, and we have to go back to the beginnings to lay the foundations
and to realise the significance of those fundamentals. The same applies to scripture
study. Nothing can replace God's word itself, helpful and labour-saving though men's
words may be.

About three years ago Lord Soper expressed his wish that all Bible reading be
abandoned for twelve months, that people might get away from the traditional,
commonly accepted beliefs of Christianity. We think rather that it would be well for
a time to abandon the crutches we have made of commentaries, etc., and turn to the

words of scripture themselves. We should find that " God is His own interpreter and
He will make it plain," in the sense that scripture compared with scripture is its own
best expositor.

We shall not find it easy to do this. We shall find all kinds of difficulties arise.

One will be " Which translation shall I use ? " We would reply " Use as many as you
can get hold of," comparing one with another. Then will come the question " But how
to study ? " Here again we answer that there are various ways of studying the Bible
—for instance, by book, chapter, verse, even word; subject (whether a topic or a Bible
character). God willing, we shall try to enlarge upon these various ways of studying
scripture in articles following this.

Above all, without touching the questions of authorship, circumstances of writing,
to whom written, etc., it is essential that we read and study the words of God themselves. Such study is urgent and vital.

EDITOR

Conducted by
James Gardiner

" Could you please explain James 5:14-15: " the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and
the Lord shall raise him up," in view of the claims by " Faith Healing" movements
regarding this passage ? "

IN this chapter of James's epistle, he gives advice and instructions to those who were

afflicted (suffering evil because they were Christ's disciples); those who were merry;
those sick; and those erring from the truth.

Those afflicted were to pray for strength to cope with and forgive their tormentors;
those who were merry or happy were to sing. There is a tendency amongst men, when
in a "merry " state, to drink and sing bawdy songs: James says Christ's disciples should
give expression to their joy by singing hymns to God's praise.
Next, James gives instructions concerning the sick and this is the subject matter
of our question. James's injunction to the sick is that they should send, not for the
best physician in the district, but for the elders of the local congregation. These elders
were not physicians, of course, but were called in to heal the sick person miraculously.

By the laying on of the apostles' hands power to work miracles, wonders and signs
could be i»ssed on to other disciples and these supernatural gifts were bestowed

liberally. In the early years of the church's history God granted such gifts to His
emissaries so that they might manifest proof of their heavenly mandate and also that

they might confirm the word of truth (Mark 16:17-20; see also 1 Cor. chapters 12, 13
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and 14, and Eph. 4:8-13). After God's word had been confirmed (and it only required
one confirmation) the necessity for such miracles and signs ceased.

Now we must

believe, or reject, the written scriptures—walking by faith rather than by sight. The
age of miracles has thus long since passed away, notwithstanding the strong claims to
the contrary by various people, including faith healers.

Among the supernatural gifts bestowed was the amazing power to heal the bodily
sick miraculously, and since the elders were amongst those who were recipients of such
gifts, it is reasonable that they should be summoned in such cases. We notice that the
elders (plural) were to be called (not a R.C. priest as the Roman Catholic Church
interprets it to justify their rite of extreme unction). The elders with such gifts,
therefore, were called to the sick bed, where they anointed the infirm person with oil.
This anointing with oil served little purpose as a curative agent since the sick person
was in any case healed miraculously. God could easily have cured the sick person
without any prior anointing of oil, just as easily in fact as Jesus could have cured the
blind man in John 9:6-7 without first applying clay to the blind man's eyes. The
anointing with oil was probably intended as a sign to the sick person and to all
onlookers that a miracle was about to be performed. This anointing of the sick
with oil prior to their being healed was not something new but was practised by "the
twelve" sent out under the "limited commission." prior altogether to the "great

commission." The twelve also were given power to cast out devils, heal the sick and
even raise the dead. Jesus' instructions to them (Matt. 10:8) were to "Heal the sick,

cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give."
Mark 6:13 says that "they [the twelve] anointed with oil many that were sick, and
healed them." Thus the twelve also anointed the sick with oil prior to healing them
supernaturally. The anointing was to be done in the name of the Lord.
The elders were also required to pray over the sick person, and " the prayer of
faith (v.l5) shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up" (a phrase confirming

the fact that physical bodily sickness is what the sick man is being saved from); his
sins, additionally, are forgiven. Notice it is the prayer and not the oil which saves
sick. " Prayer of faith " means not just a prayer made in full assurance of an answer,

or based on strong belief, but has reference to the miraculous gift of faith mentioned
in I Cor. 12:9.
Shall save the sick"—no embarrassing failures which would require
to be explained away, such as one might see today, but healing carrying the guarantee
of God.

These miraculous healings in New Testament times were instimlancous, supernatural
and, what is most important, permanent. These three features raise them into a sphere
infinitely above the most successful of the struggling endeavours of any faith healer
no matter how good his intentions might be. This is surely by far the most telling point
in appraising the claims of "faith healers" today. 1 do not know enough about "faith
healing " to be too critical of it, and I certainly have no desire to malign men whose
only wish is to heal the sick. I suppose there are men who can induce, by whatever

power, a change for the better in the chronically sick, but this result must not be
compared to, or confused with, James 5 or any of the other miraculous healings of
the New Testament (church) age. An invalid may be induced to totter from his wheel

chair on the stage of some packed theatre in an atmosphere charged with emotion,
sweat, tears and expectancy but most often the invalid must return home, sadly, in the
wheelchair.

After long and earnest efforts by the best " faith healers " many, and probably all,
of those suffering from the deadly and malignant diseases (cancers, etc.) pass on to
death regardless. This surely illustrates the present absence of the mighty healing powers
of God's servants in the early days of the church.

The charge that one is limiting God's power may be made but God alone can
limit His own power, and very often has, and does. God can still, and does, restore
the sick and, if He so chooses. He can save even the sick nigh unto death, else it would
be futile to pray for the recovery of the sick. What man today, however, has the right,
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power or authority to call upon God to instantly manifest a cure in the sick by
employing "a prayer of faith " as in James 5 ? We can express our wish to God that
a sick person may recover but we cannot invoke the terms of James 5:13-15 and expect
God to fall in line, albeit we think we have great faith.
It is as well to remember that this gift of healing the sick, to be implemented
by these elders, was not the only special gift given. Jesus said (Mark 16:17, 18) "And
these signs shall follow them that believe; in my name shall they cast out devils; they
shall speak with new tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly
thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover."
These signs and wonders were to confirm the word. If the gift of healing the sick is
still extant, by the same token so should the others be. Where are those today, then,
who can speak with new tongues ?; where is the man today who can cast out devils ?
Where is the man of such faith that he is prepared to drink a fatal dose of arsenic
to prove God is with him ? or is prepared to share a bed with a king cobra ? Where
are all such ? Why are we left with but those who are prepared to lay hands on the
sick ? The answer is that all such gifts belonged to the age of miracles and are vested

in man no longer, and this includes them all—the miraculous healing of the sick as
well. If we are sick nowadays we don't call for the elders: we send for the best physician
or surgeon in town and place our trust in them, at the same time asking our heavenly
Father to afford us a blessing. I do hope these comments may be of some little
assistance to the questioner.

(Please continue to send your questions to James R. Gardiner, 88 Davidson Terrace,
Haddington, East Lothian, Scotland)

CAMEROONS EVANGELISATION
FUND

Again a report in connection with the
above work, and this time an appeal for

and others are not sparing themselves in
trying to reach many in the villages with
the gospel, preached in the open and by
the printed page.

financial assistance to the fund. I continue

I am sure that if we do not reach them

to have complete faith and confidence in
the labours of Brother D, N. Elangwe

with the true gospel, the others (Globals,
Jehovah Witnesses, Mormons, etc.) will

and his co-labourers in the Cameroons.

reach them with their false doctrines.

He is doing great work with the printing
press and producing large quantities of
gospel literature and tracts, which are,
I may say, of sound scriptural content.
Our brother has been trying to keep down
nmning costs by printing bill-heads and
odd jobs, but has found that this has
been interfering with the supplying of
the continual demands for the gospel

appeal therefore again to all the brethren
to remember this work in their prayers;

literature. He has secured another smaller

press which will produce the odd jobs, so
that the larger press may produce the vital
tracts and leaflets in an uninterrupted flow.
But he is having difficulty in paying for

this smaller machine, which is costing
£185, of which I have sent £65.

This

virtually depletes the fund.
This

is

a

fruitful

endeavour

and

deserves our attention and help. In the
Cameroons we have great opportunities:
the people hearing the gospel for the first
time are very interested and the churches

around Kumba are growing. Bro. Elangwe

I

and perhaps at the next business meeting
of their congregations they will remember
also this fund and its urgent need, and
send a contribution, however small. Every
penny will be well spent. I thank those
who have contributed regularly in the
past and know that they will be happy

in the knowledge that souls are being won
in the Cameroons indirectly but very
definitely as a result of their interest and

who have not yet participated in this work
financial contributions, I hope that some,
will join us in this worthy endeavour.
Please send what you can spare to
James R. Gardiner, 88 Davidson Terrace,
Haddington, East Lothian, Scotland.

The article. Churches of Christ, printed on
the centre pages may be used as a pamphlet
by reaaers who care to extract it.— Editor.

CHURCHES OF CHRIST
Statement by Sydney Black, of London

Extracted from The Review of the Churches, March, 1893
"THE Churches of Christ" are Churches set for the unqualified restoration of

Primitive Christianity, in all its pristine simplicity and purity. In order to do this,
they discard and discountenance all human names, creeds and confessions of faith. They
maintain that the Christian institution was absolutely perfected, as to its faith, polity

ordinances and worship, from the first Pentecost after the ascension of our Divine Lord
until the death of the Apostle John, and that it is capable of no subsequent development
or improvement. They hold, however, that in relation to the " region of expediency "
there is considerable latitude for diversity of method in applying Christianity to the

special exigencies of the age and of the times in which we live. But there must be no
violation of Christian principle. The principles of Christianity are inelastic. The methods
of their application are by no means stereotyped.
The Churches are one with Chillingworth in affirming that " the Bible, the whole

Bible, and nothing but the Bible contains the religion for Protestants." Each church is
a self-governing, self-supporting, and self-edifying body, and is independent of any
conference, synod, council, or other legislative assembly.
The Churches of Christ are Episcopalian, because they have bishops. They are
Presbyterian, because these bishops are elders. They are Congregational, because every
member has a voice in Church government. They are Baptist, because they practise
believers' immersion. They are a Society of Friends, because they seek to do whatsoever
their Divine Lord requires at their hands. They are Methodist, because they seek to
do everything decently and according to method. They hold that each of these forms
of Church government, and each of these phases of ecclesiastical life, is partial, and
emphasises one special phase of government and life, whereas the New Testament
Church combines them in one harmonious and comprehensive whole.
The Way (o Unity

/-N

In their contention for the organic union of all obedient believers in the Son of
God, the Churches hold the absolute essentiality of adopting the names, both as
individuals and churches, which are found in the New Testament Scriptures. They
avoid any such distinctive names as Calvinists, Lutherans, or Baptists. As individuals

they adopt such New Testament names as "Christians," "Saints," "Disciples," or
"Brethren"; while the congregations in their corporate capacity are known as "Churches
of Christ," " Churches of God " or " Churches of God in Christ."
In relation to human creeds, they hold their utter inutility on the following

grounds:—^Firstly, if a creed contain more than is in the Bible, it contains too much.
Secondly, if it contain less than is in the Bible, it contains too little. Thirdly, if it
contain the same, then the inutility of the creed at once becomes apparent. And,

fourthly, if intended to render the Bible more explicit as to what is to be believed
in order to salvation, then they hold it impugns the wisdom and judgement of the Holy
Spirit, who has vouchsafed to us a simple revelation of the Christian system in the
New Testament.

The Churches of Christ hold further that the only confession of faith recognised

in the New Testament Scriptures is the rock confession which Simon Peter made at
Cffisarea Fhilippi, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God." They maintain

this to be an all-sufficient and all-embracing confession of faith, and that this great
foundation truth must be confessed with the mouth in order to obtain the remission
of sins.

They also emphatically plead for the organic union of all followers of the Lord
Jesus upon the well-known seven-fold basis enunciated by the Apostle to the Gentiles,
in Ephesians iv. 3-6: " There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in on*
hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all,
who is above all, through all, and in you all." Many leaders of thought in the
movement are decidedly of the opinion that the Evangelical Churches of Christendom
are practically one upon six of these planks, and that in the event of the Scriptural
settlement of the long baptismal controversy, the desired consummation of Christian
Union would speedily be reached. This, however, can only be brought about by the
annihilation of all littleness of spirit, and the exhibition of mutual forbearance and
Divine brotherliness.

"According to the Scriptures"

In contending for this simple basis of union, they lay special emphasis upon
speaking where the Scriptures speak, and being silent where the Scriptures are silent,
in all matters relating to the faith, institutions, and polity of the Church of Christ.
They plead that in things essential there must be unity; that in things doubtful there
must be liberty; while in all things there must be unselfish love. They hold that in all
essential matters, or matters directly involved in the basis of union named, the Scriptures
give forth no uncertain sound; and that could a Round Table Conference of all
Evangelical and other theological lights of the day be held, they would speedily, if
unarmed with creeds and confessions of faith, arrive at the same conclusions on the

essentials of the Christian faith. There was, indeed, a period in British history when
a Church existed and flourished which owned allegiance neither to Rome nor to
Constantinople. She partook of some of the God-honouring and Divinely-given elements

of the Italian, Grecian, and Iberian Churches, and rejected much appertaining to the
great Apostacy. The present movement rejects the Apostacy in toto, at the same time
holding tenaciously by everything good, pure, and Scriptural in the religious life of
eighteen centuries.

In their proclamation of the saving Evangel they feel morally compelled to lay
special stress upon the conditions of salvation laid down by Jesus Christ in His parting
behest, and invariably enunciated by His inspired Apostles. They hold that there are
several co-operating causes at work in the salvation of mankind. On the Divine side
there is the moving cause—the pure, disinterested love of God. There is also the
procuring cause—the free gift of the Divine Son. On the human side there is the

qualifying cause—faith evolving a determination to follow the Lamb everywhere. There
is also the receiving cause—the Heaven-appointed ordinance of Christian immersion.

They use this last word because they reject both sprinkling and pouring as part and
parcel of the Great Apostacy, and unhesitatingly take this course on the authority of
the scholarship of the ages. They hold that baptism administered to believing penitents
is, in the words of John Wesley, " both a means and a seal of pardon," and upon this
point they are pleased to propagate the teaching of that revered pioneer on Acts xxii. 16.
Hence every member of this great movement is an immersed believer.
Organisation and Practice

The Churches of Christ discard completely what is rightly known as the " one-man
ministry." They equally repudiate the idea of an " all-man ministry." They select elders
as bishops to rule the Church, and deacons to wait upon their respective ministries:
and send forth evangelists as ex-officio members, labouring for special seasons with the
various congregations. The bishops are either professional men, commercial men,
artisans, or independent men, who up to the present have invariably vouchsafed their

services entirely unremunerated financially. Some of the evangelists are paid. They
live to preach, and do not preach to live. The evangelists simply control and organise
their own department of work, viz., evangelisation, and in no sense rule the Church.
The Church, through the bishopric, governs her own affairs. Liberty to preach, teach.

expound, and exhort is extended to all members capable of edifying. Judgment as to

capability is, of course, vested in the bishopric. The bishops are also, of necessity, the
pastors who feed the flock of God. The work of Christian women is recognised and
encouraged within the prescribed New Testament limits.
The Disciples tenaciously believe that the New Testament enforces the weekly
observance of the Lord's Supper, and that this constitutes the great focus-point of the
Christian institution. They hold that the Lord's Supper is only open to those who have
attended to the Scriptural conditions of pardon, and are walking before God consistently.
The Churches absolutely refuse any financial assistance for evangelistic, or distinctly
ecclesiastical purposes, from the general public. The Lord's Supper and the Christian
fellowship are co-extensive with membership in the Kingdom of favour. They are the
exclusive prerogative of the Ecclesia of Christ. The members of the Churches are willing
and anxious, however, for the most part, to co-operate with all philanthropists and lovers

of humanity in the various beneficent, social, and rescue movements of the day. Hence
some of their leading speakers are constantly found on " Prohibition," " Social Purity,"
and other platforms, thus participating in the work of creating an atmosphere all around
in which covetousness, impurity, selfishness, and every form of unbrotherliness simply
cannot breathe. They hold it to be just as important for the Church of Christ to weed
and prepare the soil as to sow the seed.

THE BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD
Apart from any theory of inspiration,

men imagined about God. The Bible is

or of how the Bible books came to their

thus reduced to the level of other books,

present form; or how much the text may
have suffered in transmission at the hands

and is made to appear not a divine book,
but a human book pretending to be

of editors and copyists; apart from the

divine.

question of how much is to be interpreted

We reject this view utterly, and with

literally, and how much figuratively, or

abhorrence. We believe the Bible to be,

may be

not man's account of his effort to find

poetical: if we will assume that the Bible
is just what it appears to be, and will

God, but rather an account of God's
effort to reveal Himself to man; God's
own record of His dealings with men,

what

is

historical

and

what

study its books to know their contents,
we will find there a unity of thought,
indicating that one mind inspired the
writing and compilation of the whole
series of books;

that it

bears on its

face the stamp of its author; that it is
in a unique and distinctive sense the
WORD OF GOD.

There

is

intellectual

a

view

circles

that

held
the

in

certain

Bible

is

a

sort of age-long story of man's effort to
find God; a record of man's experiences
reaching after God, gradually improving
his idea of God by building on the
experiences of preceding generations.

In those passages so abundant in the
Bible in which it is said that God spoke,
God, according to this view, did not
really speak; but men put their ideas in

language professing to be the language of
God, while in reality it was only what

in His unfolding revelation of Himself
to the human race; the revealed will of

the Creator of man, given to man by
the Creator Himself, for instruction and
guidance in the ways of life.

The books of the Bible were composed
by human authors, and it is not even
known who some of them were, nor is
it known just how God directed these
authors to write.

But it is asserted that

God did direct them, and these books
must be exactly what God wanted them
to be. There is this difference between
the Bible and all other books.

Authors may pray for God's help and
guidance—and God does help and guide:
there are many books in the world which
God has unmistakably helped authors to
write. But even so, even the most saintly
of authors would hardly presume to claim
for these books that God wrote them.

BUT THAT IS CLAIMED FOR THE

BIBLE. God Himself superintended and
directed and dictated the writing of the

So when you are tired, discouraged
and through,

There's always one door that's open

Bible books, with the human authors so
completely under His control that the

to you:
And that is the door to the house

writing was the Writing of God.

of prayer;
You'll find God waiting to meet you

The Bible is God's Word in a sense
that no other book in the world is God's
Word.

there.

For the house of prayer is no farther

It may be that some Bible utterances
are " ancient thought forms" for ideas

that we would now express in a different
way, for they were expressed in language
of ancient times.

But even so the Bible

contains precisely the things that God
wants mankind to know, in exactly the
form in which He wants us to know
them. And to the end of time the dear

old book will remain the one and only
answer to humanity's quest for God.
The Bible, composed by many authors,
over a period of many centuries, yet one
book, is in itself the outstanding miracle
of the ages, bearing aloft its own evidence
of its superhuman origin.
Everybody ought to love the Bible.
Everybody ought to be a regular reader
of the Bible. Everybody ought to strive
to live by the Bible's teachings. The Bible
ought to have central place in the life and

working of every church and in every
pulpit. The pulpit's one business is
the simple expository, teaching of God's
Word.

Woodstock Bulletin (S. Africa)

PRAYER

away

Than the quiet spot where you kneel
and pray.
The heart is a Temple when God is
there.
As we place ourselves in His loving
care.

He hears every prayer and answers
each one.

When we pray in Christ's name,
"Thy will be done."
And the burdens that seemed so heavy
to bear

Are carried away on the wings of
prayer.

(Contributed)

" SUFFICIENT UNTO THE DAY . . . "

Enjoy the present, whatever it be, and

be not solicitous for the future, for if you
take your foot from the present standing
and thrust it forward toward tomorrow's

event it is like refusing to quench your
present thirst by fearing you shall want
drink next day—^if it be well today it is
madness to make the present miserable

' Cast thy burden upon the Lord and He

by fearing it will be ill tomorrow—^for it

shall sustain thee. He will never suffer
the righteous to be moved."
(Psalm 55:22)

may be it shall not, and then to what
purpose was this day's affliction ? But if

Just close your eyes and open your

tomorrow you shall want—your sorrow

shall come fast enough, though you do
not hasten it.
Jeremy Taylor

heart,
And feel your cares and sorrows
depart;

Just yield yourself to the Father above,
And let Him hold you in His gentle
love;

For life on earth grows more involved
With endless problems that cannot
be solved.

God only asks us to do our best.
Then He will take over and finish
the rest.

If we notice little pleasures.
If we notice little pains;
If we quite forgot our losses
And remembered all our gains;

If we looked for people's virtues
And their faults refused to see.

What a comfortable, happy.
Cheerful place this world would be.
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5—Isaiah 61
12—Genesis 18:16-33

Matthew 11:2-19
Matthew 11:20-30

19—Isaiah 1:10-20

Matthew 12:1-21

26—Ecclesiastes 12

Matthew 12:22-37

JOHN THE BAPTIST (Matt. 11:2-14)
The story of this outstanding man is
one of the saddest in the scriptures. There
is no need for sorrow, however, in his

''
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His message of assurance (see 35:5 and
42:6), prophecies recognised as being
messianic, and certainly known to John.
His words indicate understanding of
John's difficulty, which was also a diffi
culty in the minds of His own disciples
—witness their requesting places in the
kingdom, quarrelling as to who was
greatest, and not expecting His resurrection.
The blessing is with those who continued
to believe, accepting the message of love
in word and action (the better rendering is
in the R.V. " none occasion of stumbling
in Me "). While Jesus was walking among
them. He was their light. That light was

ultimate reward. We have been saddened

lost, hidden from His faithful followers

recently by the story of the sufferings

for three days; but then came the joyful
revelation, and the stumbling block of
apparent weakness and failure for ever

of faithful

Christians

in

communist -

controlled countries. Here again we must
not overlook the ultimate eternal reward

removed.

—the incorruptible inheritance. Neverthe

revelation, at least in his earthly body.
His is the martyr's crown.

less the " afflictions of the righteous"
(Psa. 34:18) touch us deeply, as indeed
they should. There remains, too, the
mystery of God's permission. We humbly
bow to the divine decrees without being
able fully to understand them.

Here is surely the same difficulty in
the mind of John the Baptist, though in
a different sense. His understanding of
what the Messiah would be and do made

him doubtful as to whether the healer,
preacher and teacher, of whom he heard

in the prison through his disciples, really
was the Messiah whom he had baptised.
The testimony had come from heaven

above, and he had then no possible doubt
of identity; but how different to all Jewish
conceptions were the humble works of

Jesus of Nazareth. He had not even pre
sented Himself to the rulers in Jerusalem

to receive their service and worship, but
was doing his work among the poor and
comparatively illiterate people of Galilee,
the fishermen and the peasants.

John

did

not

share

in

the

The Greatness of John

Let us look carefully at the comments
of Jesus. Not one of the prophets of

old was any greater than John. We may
think this is hard to believe: and as an

absolute fact its truth is in John's being
honoured by hearing, seeing and baptising
the Son of God. There is no greater
honour than this; yet in a sense we share

that even more fully because the gospel
of Christ brings the news of a final
triumph over evil and an assurance of

salvation never known before. Abraham,
Moses and David were greatly used of

God and viewed the promises afar, but
John was the personal herald of the
everlasting king. John was near indeed

to the setting up of the kingdom but
every Christian is a subject in it.

The multitudes flocked to John's ministry
in the wilderness. His preaching stirred
up the whole nation by its denunciation
of sin, its urgent message of repentance

So his disciples come to Jesus for

and preparation for the Messiah's coming.

information or assurance. The kingdom
of heaven of which John had preached
had not come. It was still being preached
as " at hand." We learn from Luke (7:21)

Here was a man absolutely without fear.
The king on his throne was rebuked for
sin, the scribes and Pharisees for their
hypocrisy. The picture of a reed shaken
by the wind is a stark contrast to the

that while the disciples of John were with
Him " He cured many of infirmities " and
blindness and evil spirits, so that the

disciples would go back to the prison
as eyewitnesses of the divine power at
work. Jesus practically quoted Isaiah in

inflexible righteousness of

John;

the

picture of people in fine clothes the
exact opposite of the hairy man of the

wilderness living on the wild honey and
locusts and clothed with a girdle of

THE
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leather only. Many would regard him as
a " religious maniac," as some earnest
preachers of today are regarded. But they
could not listen without getting the
message, whether they liked it or not.
It seems clear in fact that the religious
leaders did not accept him (Luke 7:30).
No doubt there were exceptions such as
Joseph and Nicodemus in the case of
Christ. So great had been John's influence
that zealous folk (for this we think is
meant by " violent") were earnestly
anticipating the kingdom and behaving
as though it had already come. We see
this in the way the crowds nocked after
Jesus, •' trod one upon another" to be
near Him, followed on foot around the

STANDARD

not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor
standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth
in the seat of the scornful."

H. Baiiics

East Ardslcy. — We are pleased indeed
to report the addition of one to our
number — Denise Kibler, one of our
senior scholars in the Sunday School,
on April I2th. Now that she is entering

workaday life she has made the decision
to give her life to Jesus.

We pray now that she will be con
tinually serving her Master.

lake, carried their sick to feel His healing
hand, touched Him in the press, and, on
at least one occasion, sought to take Him
by force and make Him king (John 6:15).

Morley (Zoar SlrccO-—On Wednesday.
27th March, 12 years old Robert Fish
confessed Jesus as Lord and was baptised

But as the end of His mission came near

for

and He retired to Ephraim (John 11:54)

attended a number of our gospel meetings,
and has seen a series of filmstrips which

the enthusiasm of the Galilean crowds in

large measure ceased.

remission

of

sins.

Robert

has

have been .shown in his home.

Finally Jesus interprets the prophecy
of Malachi for us in its last few verses.

John the Baptist is the prophet Elijah in
character and work.

the

He also had some

other resemblance (2 Kings 1:8) not so
important and yet so fitting. Is this the
man needed today ? The sense of sin

and the coming of the Lord surely need
emphasis when sin is regarded as mere
sickness, and the promised return is
almost a joke!
R. B. SCOTT

Please remember our young brother in
your prayers, and pray for us as we seek
to encourage his growth in grace and in
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ.

We give God the glory for this another
manifestation of the power of the gospel.
Slaniiinnan
March 9th, a
met again at
to discuss the

District. — On Saturday.
large number of brethren
Tranent for mutual benefit
subject, How can we be

united with all our brethren ? "

PROGRESSIVE DECLINE

A

young

Christian

manifested

an

interest in preaching and made a great
show of earnestness and endeavour.

But

bis acquaintances became concerned by
the company he kept. First, he was seen
walking with men who frequented public
houses. Often his companions were worse
for drink as he walked with them.

Next he was seen sianding at the door
of one of these places, his companions
pressing him to go in.

Finally he went in, sitting with them
and

taking

part

with

them

in

their

The discussion was led by Bro. John
Colgan, Tranent, and Bro. Hugh David
son, Motherwell, and was presided over
by Bro. Wm. Black, Dalmellington.

The addresses given led to an interesting
discussion, and many points were made on
this subject which we feel sure left every
one with much to think upon.

God willing, we hope next to meet at
Slamannan on Saturday, May Hth, 1968,
to discuss " Instrumental music in wor

ship—why not ? " led by Bro. Paul Jones,
evangelist, and Bro. Mark Plain, Tranent,
presided over by Bro. Peter Wilson,

pleasures. Indeed the psalmist knew
what he meant when he wrote (Psalm

Slamannan.

1:1) "Blessed is the man that walketh

inviting us.

We thank the brethren at Tranent for

Hugh Davidson
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We commend to the grace of God her
two sons.

S. Harbottle

Trancni.—The church mourns the loss

[iindley.—We are sorry to report the
passing of Brother Joseph Leyland on
March 1st, 1968, only ten weeks after
his

beloved wife.

He was living with his son and family
in Wigan, and removed to Blackpool with
them only the day before he passed away.
a

of another aged sister. Suddenly, on
Sunday, 17th March, our dear Sister

Baxter fell asleep in Jesus.
years of age.

She was 93

Her death came as a shock to all of

We shall miss our brother, for he was

us, especially those who had visited her
a few days before she died. Her faith in
her Saviour was a source of inspiration

faithful

to all who met her. She died with a firm

We

follower of the Lord Jesus.

commend

his

loved

ones to

our

heavenly Father, knowing He will provide
solid joy and lasting comfort at this time.
T. Kemp
ilkcston.—We are sorry to report the
passing from this life of two members
of the church here:—

Sis. Elsie May Gee at the age of 71
years. She came into the church late in
life; for the last two years she had not
been able to attend at the Lord's table

on account of illness. Our sympathy goes
out to her family and relatives. She died
on February 16th, and was cremated on
February 2Ist at Wilford Hill.

hope of a joyful resurrection.
Our sympathy goes out to her family
and all who mourn her passing, and we
pray they will find comfort and consolation
in our heavenly Father.
Mark Plain
Wigan: Scholos. — Sis. E. A.

Ashurst

died on April 10th at the age of 86 years.
She was formerly a member of the Church
of England. Through tract distribution
and visiting Sis Ashurst attended meetings
conducted by Albert Winstanley in 1961
and was immersed at the age of 79. Since
then she was regular in attendance at

meetings until taken into hospital almost
two years ago. She lived a life of fragrance
reflected from the Saviour she loved and

Also Bro. Joseph Hewitt Hardy, who

served. Her radiant joy had its effect on

passed away suddenly on February 28th,

those whom she met, and her suffering
was often concealed by her gentle and
loving humour and wit. " She hath done

aged 64 years, and was laid to rest on
March 4th.
faithful and

Our brother has been a
consistent attender at the

what she could."

Lord's table, being present for the last
time on January 28th. He was of a quiet

disposition but well known, especially by
the children, to whom he was a great
favourite. He was generous in his giving
to the Lord's cause. Never being married,

THANKS

Bro. & Sis. Sam Whitton, 45 Latham

Lane, Orrell. Wigan, express their deep
thanks to all those who wrote or visited

he leaves behind him two sisters and a
host of friends to mourn his loss. The
writer officiated at the funeral service.
F. Gregory

Wigan and Manchester.

Leicester.—We regret to announce the
passing of Sister Annie Mary Bradshaw,
who was called to higher service on

of the brethren.

Thursday, March 28th.

Sister Bradshaw came to Leicester many
years ago from Selston, Notts., where she
had many friends.

She fellowshipped with us for a few
years, and was a faithful follower of her

Lord and stood steadfastly by His word.

while Bro. Whitton was in hospital in
Bro. Whitton is now recovering well
his severe illness, and has been
greatly helped by the love and prayers

from

BIRTHS

To Christine and Kenneth Faulks, a
son, Ian James, March 18th.

Thanks to

God for prayers answered. — 2 Dorterry
Crescent, Ilkeston, Derbyshire.
To Norma and Joseph Layland, April
16th, a daughter, Wendy Deborah.—JO
Carr Lane, Worsley Mesnes, Wigan, Lanes.
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COMING EVENTS

Wallacestone. — Special gospel mission
during April and May (DV).
Wallacestone Meeting Place: Sundays,
6 p.m.; Mondays, 7.30 p.m.
Laurieston Community Hall: Wednes
days, 7.30 p.m.
Limerigg Church Hall: Sundays,
7.30 p.m.
Speakers: April, Bro. Paul Jones; May,
Bro. David Dougall.
The meetings at Laurieston are in a
new area, untouched by God's true gospel.
The meetings at Limerigg are to be held
in conjunction with the church at Slamannan, continuing the good work they began
November-January.

We ask for your prayers and support
during this effort and pray that we shall
receive the Lord's blessing. To Him be
the glory.
UNITED MISSION EFFORT

The Morley, East Ardsley and Dewsbury churches will be conducting a united
mission effort from the 17th to 23rd June,
1968 (D.V.).
Meetings will be held in the meeting
room of the East Ardsley Church in
Main Street.

Monday, 17th, to Thursday, 20th. —
Meetings nightly at 7.30 p.m.

Saturday, 22nd.—Meeting at 6 p.m.
Sunday, 23rd.—Meeting at 7.30 p.m.
Speaker: Bro. John Justin (Evangelist
working in Lisburn, N. Ireland).

STANDARD

Please support this effort by your
prayers, and by your presence, if that
is possible.
Incc (Petiicoat Lane). — Bible School

Workshop, June 15th, 2.0 p.m. until
4.45 p.m., followed by basket tea and
6.30 p.m. gospel meeting.
This is a discussion meeting of four
seminar groups: the points of discussion
will be objectives, syllabus and course
content and materials and teaching
methods.

All Bible school teachers and Christians
are invited.

Further

details

will

be

sent

to

the

church correspondent.

Tunbridge Wells. — Fourth Anniversary
meeting, May 18th, at 6.30 p.m. Speaker:
Victor Hunter. The meeting will be pre
ceded by tea at 5 p.m.
Sunday,

May

19th:

10 a.m.,

Bible

School; 11 a.m., Lord's Supper; 6.30 p.m.,
gospel meeting. Preacher: Vic Hunter.
Theme for weekend: "The faith and
practice of the Church of Christ."
CHANGE OF ADDRESS

William Steele, 88 Mountcastle Drive

South, Edinburgh 15. Tel. 031-669-1290.
MARRIAGE

Reginald James Bullock to

Maureen

Richards, in the Church of Christ, Bums
Street, Ilkeston, on Saturday, March 30th,
1968, R. Gregory officiating.
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