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INSPiRATION FOR 1966
"You knew what this Crisis means, you know it is high time to waken up;

V

for Salvation is nearer to us new than when we first believed. It is far on

r

A

in the night, the (tay is almost here ..."

^
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|
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Moffatt's translation of Romans 13: 11-12. f

The Shortness of Time
AT the turn of the year thouglits turn inevitably to the swiftness of time. Those
times to which we looked forward, and which seemed as though they would never
come, have ccme and gone before we realise. The older we grow the swifter time
seems to fly. There may be a "mathematical" reason for this—a matter of relativity,
so to speak. The more yeai's we have passed, the shorter in comparison does
another one seem to be.

We remember how, as schoolchildren, to lock foi*ward from that Monday momning to Friday afternoon, when again we should be free from the trammels of

school discipline, seemed an eternity. In more recent years that holiday we had so
longed for and which seemed such a time in coming has gone and is only a memory
of the past.

The mythical Greek God cf Time, Kairos, was represented as having a long

forelock but as being bald at the back. Thus we have the proverb to "Take time
by the forelock." The poet Andrew Marvell wrote,
"But at my back I always hear
Time's winged chariot hunying near."
PAUL'S SENSE OP URGENCY

But in the passage quoted above Paul's thought is more than of the shortness

of tmie. He expected a crisis of world history, nothing less than the final comint'
of the Lord Jesus Christ, Taught by Paul, the early church expected this at any
moment. Not only had Paul warned and exhorted the Christians of his day to be
ready for this crisis, but Jesus Himself had prepared His disciples for it. Tliey must
never slacken or sleep, but must be ever on the alert (Matt. 24:42-44).
Paul's language here is very similar to what he writes in 1 Thess. 5—another

great passage on the "last things", the things at the end of time, of eternity. Such
a passage we designate "eschatological," the things concerning death, resurrection,

final appearmg of Chilst, judgment, everlasting life and bliss, everlasting punish
ment, heaven and hell. In Rom. 13 we have the same words appearing as in. 1
Thess. 5—times, sleep, waking, night, day, darkness, light.

2
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In the setting of the New Testament Christians were living on the edge of
the Age to Come, therefore they must never relax. "Now is our Salvation nearer

to us than when we believed." Moflfatt's spelling of Salvation with a capital "S"
stresses that this is not individual salvation, but a universal event, the Crisis to
which the ages have been speeding, the consummation of God's final redemptive
act is near. This consummation is termed "the completion of our salvation" in
xi60, 9* 28*

In the great eschatological passage in Rom. 8: 19-24 Paul enlarges on the
tremendous events of this coming and final crisis. Read in conjunction with the
two other passages in Rom. 13 and 1 Thess. 5 we leam that the age of this world
has almost run its course and that the Age to Come is very near. Modernist

expositors of scripture explain that the early church, Paul and even Christ Himself
were mistaken in their belief that His final coming was "at the door," and in
seeking to order and prepare themselves for that great event. But we believe that
they adopted the right attitude in being ready at any moment, constantly looking
working and praying for the "consummation of all things." For once let go this
expectancy and there comes a rapid decline in belief and in earnestness and

urpncy in doing the Lord's service. There follows a centring of interest on the
things of this life and world and a relinquishing of belief in the things of God
and eternity. We become worldly-minded and cease to be spiritually-minded. Paul
stresses tne Crisis to inspire to seriousness and earnestness on the part of
Christians.

ARE WE INVOLVED?

Is this of any concern to us? Does it affect us? Is there any meaning in it for
us? Or IS It all of mere academic or historical interest? We are vitally involved in
It. If in Paul's time the Salvation was nearer than when his readers first believed,
how much more so in ours, 2,000 years later? The events in the world today all
point to a rapidly accelerating great crisis. The struggles and troubles of nations,
the growth ot nationalwm, the setting up of mighty forces against each other, the
disbelief in Gods revelation, the materialism, the indifference to Christ and His
cause, the wordliness, the crime, the destroying of moral standards and the sin.
so apparent are all working to that last great Crisi^
which sh^l usher in Him who alone is the answer to the world's troubles and the
Saviour of men. Definitely these ageless teachings of the Bible apply to us, and
we do well to take them to heart that we may profit thereby.
rtn

1965-the
things we hoped or intended to
fulfilled; the little serious effort we
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^^ck of exertion and assertion as
to our own needs than to those of the
hunger for food and clothing for the bodies and souls of
wasted rather than used profitably; the little money we

lY®

devoted to ourselves. The result-

hopeful and. please God, with better prospects
"^® ^^®
last alive to the need for aggres-

government, for personal ministry, and for gotog to

So long as Christ "delays His coming" in 1966 let us spend everv moment and

ounce of our energy and abiUties in trading with what C^t ha7commiSed to

His appearing, we^ yield to Si?^o¥oSy what^Ife
EDITOR.

"Restore such a one In a spirit of gentleness" (Gal. 6:1)

Any brother may be overtaken by a trespass at any time. To restore a brother
who has fallen is vital Christian service. God is always seeking volunteers for such
work, but only the spiritual Christian has the needed qualifications to serve effec

tively. -nie carnal Christian would likely provoke the sinner to anger and make his
festering boil.
It must
be handled gently. Only those with the spirit of the^ "Great^ Physician"
can properly
s^path^ and convert the sinner "from the error of his way" (James 1:19). Only
another's burden to share and how
nmch it Is best for him to bear. Those who think
too highly of themselves would

^ely annoy and disco^age the one in error. We should seek to restore all those
guilty of sin, but we should do it in a spirit of humility and gentleness.
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Training for Service
V: THE OLD COVENANT

Definition of Covenant: Among other dictionary definitions are: compact, bargain;
(Law) contract under seal; (Biblical) compact between God and Israelites.
None of these definitions, not even the so-called Biblical one, contains exactly
what is meant by "covenant" in the Bible. We shall show that the Old Covenant
was between God and the Israelites, but that is not its only Biblical meaning. For
there is the New Covenant, between God and all people who acknowledge Jesus
Christ as His Son and their Saviour.

Examples of Covenants in the Bible
As between men a covenant was a solemn and binding agreement, sometimes
involving (ratified by) drinking each other's blood. Such a covenant, upon any
subject, involves (1) a statement of terms; (2) an oath to observe such terms; (3)
a curse for breaking the covenant; and (4) ratification by an act (for example Gen.
15; 9-18; Jer. 14: 18).
InstUTices of covenants between men: David and Jonathan (1 Sam. 18: 3; 20: 8;
23: 18); between leaders of tribes on behalf of their people: Abraham and Abimelech
(Gen. 21: 27, 32, and there are eighteen other instances in the N.T.); between a
king and his subjects: David and the Israelites (2 Sam. 3: 12 etc.).
Covenants between God and men

The covenants mentioned above were between men as equals, on equal terms.
Covenants between God and men, however, are not between equals. God is superior.
He takes the initiative. His terms are Divine ordinances. He gives His promises,
and His blessings are conditional upon men's obedience.
God's covenants with Noah, before the Deluge (Gen. 6: 18) and after (Gen. 9:
8-17). These are God's covenants: He says, "I will establish my covenant with you"
and in Gen. 9 God speaks of "My covenant" no fewer than nine times in nine verses.
On the one side we have God's sovereign favour, on the other men's obligation.
The covenant with Abraham. Here again we see the same characteristics as in

those with Noah. It is not an agreement with Abraham, but God's statement of His
intentions. His will towards Abraham and his descendants. This covenant consisted

of three promises: (1) the possession of Canaan (Gen. 12: 7; 13: 14-17); (2)
multiplying of Abraham's descendants (Gen. 15: 5; 17; 2; 22; 17); (3) through
Abraham's seed all men to be blessed (Gen. 12: 3: see Paul's exposition of this
promise in Gal. 3: 16).

The covenant with Noah after the deluge was to all men; with Abraham it was
to his descendants through the God-appointed rite of circumcision (Gen. 17: 9-14).
But the covenant with Abraham was much more than the Old Covenant, as
we shall see in the next study on the New Covenant. The covenant with Abraham

contained the New Covenant, the gospel, in that there was the promise of the One
who was to be a blessing to the whole earth, the Redeemer, Saviour, the One set
before us in the N.T. as the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Thus Paul goes so
far as to say, "God preached beforehand the gospel to Abraham" (Gal. 3: 8). We
often speak of only the N.T. containing the gospel, and insist that we cannot turn
to the O.T. to preach the gospel. Yet here, 2,000 years before that Pentecost when

we say that the gospel was preached for the first time, God preaches, in promise
and prophecy, the gospel to Abraham!

The covenant with Moses, with Israel as the people of God. This was expressed
in laws and commandments, necessary for Israel to keep (Exod. 19: 5, 6; 24; 7, 8),
and is often termed The Law. This Law could only show what sin is, but could give
no strength to overcome it It was like a doctor who tells a patient "I can diagnose
what is wrong with you, but I cannot do anything for you." So that, even by
fulfilling the law, one could not justify himself before God, for the Law is unable to
save or justify. It shows man his sinfulness and that he is condemned; but for his
salvation man must look elsewhere than to the Law—to the sin-offering, Jesus
Christ. Here in a word is the difference between righteousness by the Law and
righteousness by faith; salvation through works and salvation by grace; the Old
Covenant and the New.

The covenant with David (2 Sam. 7: 12-17; Psa. 89: 3, 4; 132: 11-18). This
covenant referred to the Messiah, who was to be a descendant of David, as is made
clear by Isa. 42: 1, 6; 55: 3, 4; Luke 1: 32, 33; Acts 2: 30-36. This Tvrpggigh the Lord

Jesus CThrist, fulfils, gives its meaning to, the Old Covenant: the provisions for and
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blessings of Israel are bound up with the Messiah, and the blessings of the New
Covenant are embodied in Him. He is not only David's son; He is David's Lord
(Matt. 22: 41-45).

This brings us fittingly to next month's study:
The New Covenant.

QUESTIONS

1. What is the great difference between a covenant of men with men and a covenant
of God with men?

2. State briefly, from scripture, what were God's covenants with Noah (a) before
the Flood and (b) after the Flood.

3. Show how Jesus Christ is foreshadowed in God's promises to Abraham,

The Great Commission and You
WHEN Christ gave His great commission to the apostles (Mt. 28: 18-20; Mk. 16:
15-16; Luke 24: 46-47), He placed upon every scripturally baptized believer the
individual obligation of teaching others. Jesus said those who are immersed are to

be taught to do what Christ told His apostles to do. He told the apostles to teach
and baptize, therefore, every Christian who is properly taught should also teach
and baptize.

Paul instructed Timothy in 2 Tim. 2: 2 saying, "And the things that thou hast
heard of my among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who
shall be able to teach others aJso." The Greek word here translated "men" is
anthropos and it is a generic term including thte whole of the human race—men
and women, boys and girls.

The exhortation in 1 Pet. 3: 15 to be ready always to give an answer for the
reason of our hope, is directed to the individual Christian, and there is no more
xu'gent need in the church today than for Christians who can and will talk to

people about their souls' need and about the Christ of the gospel who satisfies that
need.

Every Christian, regardless of sex or age, should feel the same burning passion
for men's souls that Jesus and the first century Christian felt—every Christian,
regardless of sex or age, should feel the intense desire for men to be saved because
they are lost.

Jesus is pictured by the inspired evangelists as a great Preacher and Teacher

and although He is often described in this role among the multitudes, the writers

never lose sight of the personal interest He expressed in the individual. His work

was always personal, individual, even among the multitudes, and His parting
words upon ascending back to heaven cry out to the individual today: "GO . , .

TEACH!"

Whom Shall We Teach?

EVERYONE, irrespective of race or religious affiliation. Paul, the greatest
evangelist the world has ever known, taught the Jew in the synagogue and the
Gentile on the street; he went from house to house, and he invited people into his
own hired house. Christianity has no bounds. God is not willing that any should
perish (2 Pet. 3: 9) but will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the
knowledge of the truth (l Tim. 2: 4).
How To Make Contacts

Nearly everyone now-a-days lives in some kind of a house. It may be a semi

detached, detached, or a flat—nine times out of ten there is a house next door

to you— in the majority of cases there is a house on each side of you—and the

possibility is great that there is a house across the street from you. People live in

all these houses and you probably know the names of many of them.

Write their names and addresses on a piece of paper—one name to a paper—
and then sit down and think. Ask yourself this question: "Can I talk to this family
about their souls, or should I ask someone in my assembly to approach them? Once
your decision is made, ACT.

If you feel you cannot make the call yourself, you need not feel badly. Did
not our Lord say "a prophet is not without honour, but in his own country, and
among his own kin, and in his own house" (Mk. 6: 4)? Sometimes our neighbours

and kin are hardest of all for us to teach, however; this does not mean that they

are not potential children of God. Our own personality may not reach them, but
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we will never know whetlier or not another's will, until it has been TRIED! So, if

you feel you cannot approach them, ask another to do so, and YOU take the name
In this
manner, ALL FAMILIES in ALL NEIGHBOURHOODS will be approached.
Approached by a "stranger?" What of it? Everywliere Paul went, he went as a
"stranger."' The Gospel is MOST OFTEN carried by a "stranger." When the great
persecution arose against the church at Jerusalem, the Scripture says that "they
that were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the word" (Acts 8: 1-4), and
they went as "strangers."
Assuming now that you have written the names and addresses of your
of the family your Christian brother or sister feels they cannot call on.

neighbours on a piece of paper, and assuming that you have made your decision
about whether or not you can make the call, next week, we shall consider HOW to
make the call.

A Special Note To The Ladies

Ahe you working in the Lord's vineyard? If not—why not? What reason
will ycu give your Saviour when you stand before Him in the judgement day?
Because, just as surely as you read this today, just that surely you shall stand
before Him in the final judgment and give an account of yourself (Rom. 14: 11-12).
Perhaps you are not working because you do not know what you can do. The
questions are often asked: "What is a woman's work in the church? What work can

a woman do?" The answer is simple and it is clear. A woman can (and must) do
any work a man can do, except take the place of leadership. The headship of man

is absolute, and it is his by virtue of priority in creation (1 Tim. 2: 13), and by
virtue of the woman being first deceived (l Tim. 2: 14).

However, Scriptural subjection does not involve superiority in point of ability;
dependence does not indicate inferiority; and difference in function does not

mean difference in status. Paul's words in 1 Tim. 2: 12 are a clearly expressed
declaration of woman's ability to teach, as well as a clearly expressed declaration of
the headship of man—"A woman will not usui*p authority over a man."

It is not TEACHING that is forbidden in this passage, but teaching "over a

man". A woman "CAN" teach (has the ability), and she is commanded to teach
(Tit. 2: 3-4), but she is commanded not to teach over a man.

In short, a man's place is one of "authority," and a woman's place is one of
loyalty.'; and the woman who is not at work in the church, whether she be teachmg, helpmg the sick, feeding the hungry, clothing the naked—is not loyal to the man

nor to the Christ. And the man in a local assembly neglects or refuses to join
hands with a woman in a local assembly and all go to work for Christ, is guiltv of
failing to exercise his God-given authority. He is closing his eyes to the greatest
working potential he has and in the final analysis, he is hindering the cause of
Christ!
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rows and acquainted with grief" and "He
hath borne our griefs and carried our
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record has not been given. If we wish
foi- justification for our humour we can
JANUARY 1966

2—2King5C;C-23
9—Jeremiah 7:1-15

16—Zechariah 9:9-17
23—Isaiah 5:1-13
30—Exodiis3:l-15

not find it in the Word. To make people

Luke 18:35 to 19:10
Luke 19:11-28

merely enjoy themselves carries no credit

Luke 19:29-4G
Luke 20:1-18
Luke 20:19-40

man" assures us "There is a

"JESUS WEPT"

(Luke 19:41)

WE know that these word.s (John 11:35),
compose the shortest verse in the Bible.

And how important they are, giving us,
so to speak, a glimnse of the divine com
passion, which in fact the whole life of
Jesus portrays. However we want to
understand more than one reason for the
Saviour's sorrows. It was written of Him
centuries before He came and dwelt with

and died for mankind, "A man of sor

with the Holy Spirit, though the "wise
time

to

laugh" (Ecc. 3:4). However, the issues of

life and death are too important for that,
and genuine happiness must be the fruit

of, or consistent with, belief, repentance
and obedience, or it is simply "living in
a fool's paradise" and then perLsJiing
amid "weeping and gnashing of teeth."
Christiam are required to live "not with
foolish talking or jesting, which are not
befitting; but rather giving of thanks"
Men rarely weep. They have an in
stinctive feeling of shame at such an ex
hibition. thinking tears only permissible

for women and children. It may be that
the shame be that men do not feel any-
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thing deeply enough for tears—and this
only shows selfishness and hardness of
heart. The Psalmist wrote "My tears

Surely if anyone was ever entitled to
enjoy life it was Jesus. It was not a
case of the righteous being scarcely

have been my meat day and night"
(Psa. 42:3j because he could not go to

saved (l Peter 4:18) for He never sinned

the Tabernacle to worship. Oiu' Saviour
Jesus "offered up prayers and supplica
tions with strong crying and tears," ex
pressing in human measure the immea
surable agonies of Gethsemane. God
knows there is reason for weeping for
the church with its weakness and divi

sion, let alone the world outside with

its great load of suffering, starvation and
death. So it may bs wrong not to weep
sometimes; but like the nurse and doctor
we have to reoress our feelings or we
would not be able to cope with our duties.
We can enter into the Saviour's feel

ing somewhat at the time of which we
are thinking by considering some other
words of His on the same subject, re
corded by Luke in chapter 13:33-35. The
Pharisees were trying to get Him to hide
from Herod, probably to get Him out of
their way, or accuse Him of cowardice,

in thought or word or dead. Of course
we know why He suffered—to save sin
ners. Undoubtedly He must have ex
perienced great joy. Indeed this is re
corded (Luke 10:21) when

the

report

of

the

He

seventy

received

of

triumph over the demons;

theb:

and His

presence at the wedding feast (John 2)
shows His sympathy with human joys
Yes; and we think every time He
healed the victims of disea.se He rejoiced
with them.

And was

not

His

heart

warmed when Bartimaeus, for instance,
glorified God and followed Him, and the
people gave praise to God (Luke 18:43)?
Then there was the close association with
those humble men who were afterwards

to render up their lives to His service,
and even the robber who repented on the
cross.

Let us see that we "grieve not the Holy
Spirit of God" (Eph. 4,30).

but He refused to be disturbed or turned

from His purpose of journeying to
Jerusalem. He said these striking words:
"It cannot be that a prophet perish out
of Jerusalem," as though to indicate that
the place where Jehovah had chosen to
put His Name and signify His very
presence in the midst of His own people
must be the place where the worst crime

CORRECTION OF PRINTER'S ERROR

IN

DECEMBER

How significant this is

of the grave responsibility of those who
receive the greatest blessings.
The
yearning of the Father's heart for their
repentance and restoration is expressed
in the figure of the hen protecting her
brood. Jerusalem was about to reject
the last opportunity after centuries of
divine mercy, chastisements and pro
phetic entreaty; "and ye would not."
Other words of

Jesus

are

fovmd in

chapter 21. and again while He was ac
tual] v on the wav to crucifixion indicat

ing His foreknowledge (Luke 23:28-31) of
the fearful days of divine retribution
brought on by the developing and
dreadful wickedness of the city and its
neople. The day they said "We have no
king but Caesar" and "His blood be
upon us and our children" their doom
v;as sealed, and the deepest sorrow of
the Saviour's life more than justified.
His tears at the grave of Lazarus mani
fested the tender symoathetic love of a
very dear friend, perhaps also grief at
the doubt of His love expressed in the

words "If Thou hadst been here
brother had not

died"

my

(John 11:21 and

32), or perhaps even at the attitude to
death taken by those who knew Him so
well. We can only be sure that the

motives working in His heart were the
purest and holiest. But is not the great
est grief that sinners will not turn to
God, accept the offer of His salvation
and live?

Page
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and liability to think and say harmful
things.

against Him'and His terrible judgment
are also to be.

NOTES.

second column line 20 should read:—
as far as we allow these to rule our
hearts. We must feel our own weakness

KINDLY EXCUSE

W. BARKER in

an

apology

for not

having completed the article "The Day"
as promised in December issue, writes:
"We have all the usual end-of-year work
to do and moreover, the article itself
grew in such long lengths that it needs

a great deal of cutting before it can be
made fit to be printed in the magazine.
"We consider this new reading as most
important—worthy of the closest study
of every Bible student. So important
indeed, that, if pressed to their proper
end discussion would revolutionise

teaching

of

our

Christian

the
Churches.

Baptism is important and peace within
the Christian system' is in effect its
subject. May brethren study it for them
selves, is my suggestion and wish.
If God wills, February issue shall have
some thoughts on the subject matter it
contains."

NO PLACE FOR IDLENESS

Work, for I am with you.
Hag. 2,4.
The life that gets in touch with Christ
says goodbye to idleness. There is ample
work to do at one's own door. It is good
to lift up the eyes to distant fields. But
look through your own window and you
will see need all around you. Don't
dream of working for God—work. Don't
talk of working for God—work,
Mrs. Bessie Player.
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Churches of Christ in Former Years
A Glimpse into the Past.
QUESTIONS liave been asked many times, not only of the writer but no doubt of

many of our readers, "When did Churches of Christ come into being? Where did
they originate? Who was their founder? For what purpose did they come?"
Such questions are quite legitimate for interested persons to ask, and merely to
assert that we originated from the New Testament is not the answer enquirers
expect nor are they satisfied with it. To affirm also that we are not a denomination
is again not sufficient for the enquiring mind.

It is to try to meet this situation that these articles are being written—that
readers, old and young, may have a little insight into our history and the purposes
for which we exist as a separate religious body.
Strange as it may seem .churches of Christ, as we know them, and so far as

Great Britain is concerned, came into being simultaneously in various parts of the
British Isles, and without any leader, round about 1809-10. It is more than a
coincidence that similar bodies sprang up in America at about the same time: it
appears that some thinking men and women, tired of the many sects and creeds

that cluttered up the churches, had turned to the Bible and, as many of their
predecessors had before them, realised that the only satisfactory way of the
Christian life lay in an unadulterated faith in the written Word of God.

It is in the writer's knowledge that this has happened in other parts. A
missionary friend, some thirty years ago, testified to finding a church of New
Testament order in the heart of Africa, where—as far as he knew—a white man
had never been before. It transpired that in former years a head man of the tribe
had come into contact with a Christian preacher, had been given a bible, taken it
home, taught his family, who, taking that one bible as their guide, had established

a church as near the New Testament as any within the missionary's knowledge.
Beginnings of Restoration

It will be of interest to our readers that what were known as churches of

Christ were in existence as far back as 1644. Records available testify that there

were churches at Fenstanton and Warboys in Huntingdonshire, and at Hexham in
Northumberland. The founder of these churches was Henry Denne, who served in
Cromwell's army at the time of the Civil War.

This Henry Denne soon revealed himself to be a man of the Book, and engaged

in a public debate with a Dr. Gunning in St. Clement Dane's Church in the

Strand, London. He and his brother elder were evidently strict in their government

of the church. He and Edmond Mayle had cause to take to task on one occasion a

John Eppings, in the Fenstanton Church, who had committed the grave error of
baptising two infants in the Church of England faith. "For shame," said John

DeMe, "revoke this wicked error, this unnatural sin, to congregate and join your
children to a false church," and similar terms he used.

It is a commendable featiu-e of these records that church discipline played a

great part in combating and removing error. For instance a sister was sharnly
reproved for contemplating marriage outside the church, and her insistance on
church membership.

further admonished and eventually removed from

Their quaint English is interesting in recording another instance of church
dteciplme: an absent member was interviewed as to the reason for his absence: and
when that w^ ascertained he was reproved for "his heinous crime of, Finstlv.
God; Secondly, running frequently upon the first day of the
week, and ^ other tiriies, to the vicious assemblies of the world, joining with them

fellwshi?'

pastimes and excess of riot." He too found himself cut off from

It was at about this time—the mid-seventeenth century—that a church at
wh^-b
and soon communicated
with was
theseconvened
other churches
which were found ^tablished
to be also established.
In 1656 a meeting
to send
tw
England.
It
will
be
of
interest
to
our
present
day
brethren were appointed to visit the evangelists' wives in their

husbands absence, to take care of them m what they required. The followlne

records is revealing: "That our beloved brethren aforesaid shal!

have twelve shillings a week for themselves and their families."

In case we think these good folks were niggardly let us affirm thev were more

generous than we are, tor the average wage to 1686 was sliimungs a wSk S?"

8
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hand loom weaver; yet thirty years before these brethren gave twice that sum to
their evangelists. How many of our preachers to-day get twice the sum of the
average worker in the congregation? It is worthy of note that agricultural
laboxu-ers got only four shillings a week, but no doubt they had access to produce to
help out their wage. In fact a socialist minded poet apparently born before his
time composed a poem in which a master weaver says,
"We'll make them work hard at sixpence a day,
Tho' a shilling they deserve if they had their just pay."

Another interesting ent^ in these records concerns the baptism of a young
brother in the sea at Spalding, Lincolnshire on January 19th, 1694, and the record
goes on to say that was at a time of frost and deep snow; but no harm ensued. He
continued, "Let none be afraid to venture into the water when the season is cold,
lest they be laid in their graves before the weather is warm." What these hardy
souls would think of us with our centrally-heated buildings and warmed baptisteries
we shudder to think.

It woxild be profitable here to note that the churches of Christ, as we know
them, were not the only people to advocate reimion. Conferences were arranged
at Hampden Court with the object of bringing about reunion based on New
Testament Christianity. Such great men as John Wycliffe, in England and John
Huss in Bohemia all had in the 14th century taken up this same position.
In 1637 William Chillingworth produced his book that became famous—"The
Religion of Protestants is the Safe way to Salvation." In it he stated: "The Bible,
I say; the Bible only is the religion of the Protestants." In 1659 Stillrngfleet, later
Bishop of Worcester, stated in his book "Irenicum", "For the Church to require more
than the Christ Himself did, or make the conditions of her communion more than

our Saviour did of Disciplesihp, is wholly imwarranted." Also about this time a
Rupertus Meldinious originated the famous phrase that has become a classic: "In
essentials unity; in non-essentials liberty; in all things charity.''
THE MOVEMENT IN SCOTLAND

The Union of the English and Scottish Parliaments in 1707 brought many
changes in the religious, political and secvdar life, especially in Scotland. Of
fundamental importance to us today is the record of the forming of the Glasites
round about 1730. John Glas, a minister of the Church of Scotland, was deposed
from his ministry, and formed the sect that bore his name. By 1734 churches
were formed by him in Dxmdee, Perth tnd Edinburgh. Yet they never grew to be
a large body, never reaching more than forty churches. Gradually they died out.

But what was significant about the Glasites was the similarity of their teaching
to that of the chiuches of Christ, as outlined in the following statement:
"That the Scriptures of the Old Testament as Christ and His Apostles received
them from the Jews, and gave them to Christians, with the Scriptures of the New
Testament, as we have them handed down to us, contain the complete revelation of

the whole counsel of God, and are the perfect rule of the Chrisian Religion, which
is still to be found piu-e and entire in these."

He also insisted on a plurality of elders in each congregation, repudiated the
idea that oi'dination conveyed any priestly status, acknowledged no distinction
between "clergy" and "laity," and strongly objected to indiscriminate admission
to the Lord's table. There are those who feel John Glas was born before his time.

Yet his followers soon became a spent force, possibly because of the retention of
the name of their founder instead of the Christ they sought to honour.

About the year 1761 the Scotch Baptists came into being, obtaining many
followers from the now failing Glasites. We mention this body because while they
have much in common with our movement, many of our critics have affirmed that
we get much of our doctrine from them. But as far as the writer has been able to

ascertain this is definitely not true; the fact that they advanced similar teaching is
understandable, as both are drawn from Scriptiire. It has been said that the

British churches inherit their views on a "closed communion table" (i.e. only the
immersed being allowed to partake) from the Scotch Baptists. But this is untrue.

As far as the writer is concerned, we studied the Word of God and came to accept
this view long before we ever heard of the Scotch Baptists, and so did many of
our contemporaries; and our continued studies have only served to confirm that
view that only those who have accepted the Lord and been immersed into his name

for the remission of their sins have any right to be admitted to His table, and all
others should be excluded. The New Testament knows nothing of "Guest Com
municants" or the "Neither invite nor debar" attitude.

Prom this time until well into the 1800's the Scotch Baptists continued to grow,

but, as is inevitable with man-made denominations, differences arose and soon there
were two sections of them. The differences were so acute that eventually the two
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bodies refused to fraternise, a factor which largely helped in the growth of the
churches of Christ.

About this time (the late 18th century) other bodies arose among the many
dissentients from the Church of Scotland: we refer to the Old Scots Independent

movement, and the Haldane movement, the latter started by the wealthy brothers
Robert and James Alexander Haldane. These two brothers believed in what, for

lack of a better term, we refer to as the "Lay Ministry"—the training of young
men to pz*each while following their secular occupation. Robert Haldane spent
£70,000 in twelve years out of his private fortune for this purpose, which speaks
much for his zeal and enthusiasm for what he believed. However, by 1808 this
movement began to go the way of the rest, which again goes to prove, "Except the

Lord build the house they labour in vain that build it." In the welter of "Restora
tion Movements'' of the 17th and 18th centuries the churches of Christ seemed to
stand out in the uniqueness of their plea, relying as they did on the New Testament
and that alone.

(To be continued).

Let it Pass!
LET it pass—that angry word uttered in a moment of temper—that spiteful
expression used in a fit of anger!

Don't retaliate—don't try to hit back—don't say, "I'll give him a dose of his
own medicine." Let your resentment subside.

Remember how Christ, when He was taunted, mocked and falsely accused in
the court of Herod, said nothing.

Imitate His heroic silence—imitate His Divine restraint. (Matt. 27: 62-63).
After all, there is nothing smart or clever in giving back insult for insult, sneer
for sneer, or cut for cut.

Any simpleton can throw stones or fling mud. You only lower yourself if vou
take part in a competition of that kind.

But to ciirb and control the tongue that is itching to lash out—that needs the

courage which comes from a well-regulated and disciplined life.

You have, perhaps, the power to inflict a wound far deeper than the one vou
have received but leave the matter in the hands of Him Who said. Revenee is
mine, I wUl repay. (Rom. 12: 19).

In order to get along in the world pleasantly we have to overlook a great deal
and often turn a deaf ear.

So long as our common humanity is so frail and imperfect, we must be prepared

no notice^

offended pride—we must be wUling to forgive and forget—to take
"iicharitable gossip. Either change the subject, or else

m favour
of theforperson
attacked.
You can
pointsteo
out that
it is
wfair fto good
blastword
a mans
character
the sake
of a single
wroncr
and that

vt ^

accusers
themselves
incident
which
®*Posed to the
glare of
pubUcity.some
There
is some
sparkthey
of

goodness in even the worst of sinners—draw attention to it.

the/are''?eV"?oj'llWoS5S!r

or

venomous story that has ^one through two or more tellines

Somes a mountain.

^snowball with each repetition. The molehill

•52^u yourself may one day become the target of gossip. An evil intemrptflttnn

Put to the rl^it way. Meanwhile,
WhS wmhTy»
todefSd ySA?Wghf
and
carry SiWly^otog^^
du^'tfSS* to

neighbour and yourself. Just as If nothing had bren said Let it pass

wha&'-lol-lVSl
tSLTr4rh,SS^^^^
~-d by
But don't let black clouds blind you to the silver lining of His presence.
Danger brings Him close to your side, if you appeal to TTim
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He is never so near as during the darkest and most critical hours of your life,
when you most need His help.

Place your troubles at the foot of the Cross and be content to leave them there.
By a glance or a word, God can still the tumbling waters, and abate their fury,
and turn bitterness into sweetness, and hatred into love.

But you must be patient, and leave it to Him to choose His own time and His
own way to right the wrong.

He is the one changeless Friend, who will never let you down ,who will stand
by you, guide and console you, and bear you up in the fiercest of storms and in
the cruellest of ordeals.

Don't indulge in self-pity or in vain regrets. Above all, don't lose your temper.
The man who knows that he is right is unruffled. Insults will have no more
effect on him than water on a duck's back. With the help of God's grace, he can
face the malice of enemies with a smile,with fortitude, and with supernatural calm.
Try and follow this advice, and you will then convert yesterday's knocks and

blows into to-morrow's triumphs.

Selected.

The Law of Love
TWO statements by the apostle Paul are a fitting introduction to this study: "For
though I was free from all men, I brought myself under bondage to all, that I
might gain the more" (1 Cor. 9:19). "In all things I gave you an example, that so
labouring ye ought to help the weak, and to remember the words of the "Lord
Jesus, that he himself said, It is more blessed to give than to receive" (Acts 20:35).
In the sixth chapter of Galatians Paul gives some practical applications of these
principles.
"Communicate unto him that teachest in all good things" (Gal. 6:6)

The one taught has an obligation to his teacher not of law but of love. "Yea,
it hath been their good pleasure; and their debtors they are. For if the Gentiles
have been made partakers of their spiritual things they owe it to them also to
minister unto them in carnal things" (Rom. 15:27). There will always be hirelings
who preach the gospel for money and we are warned against them. But there are
also carnal Christians who would like to hear the gospel at another's cost, while
they sow unto their own flesh (Gal. 6:8). Both are displeasing to God and lacking
In love for their brethren.

"Especially toward them that are of the household of the faith" (Gal. 6:10)
"So then, as we have opportunity, let us work that which is good toward all
men, and especially toward them that are of the household of the faith" (Gal. 6:9,
10). The Christian who has been made free by Christ is a debtor to all men (Rom.

1:14).It is a debt to grace and love but it is a debt nevertheless (Rom. 13:8).Though
free, the Christian has a special obligation toward them that are of the household of
the faith because they are his brethren. But whoso hath the world's goods, and
beholdeth his brother in need and shutteth up his compassion from him, how doth
the love of God abide in him?" (1 John3:16,17).
"1 resisted him to the face" (Gal. 2:11)
Free Christians can and often should make concessions for the sake of the

brethren (1 Cor. 8:13).

But there may come times when we must resist our breth

ren to the face as Paul did when the occasion demanded.

Paul did not hesitate

to resist and rebuke even the apostle Peter and those that were with him "when
he saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel" (Gal,

2:14). But he did it in love and there was no schism or breaking of fellowship.
Paul steadfastly refused to circumcise Titus even when pressed to do so by his
brethren (Gal. 2:2-5). But he circumcised Timothy voluntarily because in doing
so he sacrificed no principle of Christian liberty, and he thought that through
showing such love he might the better reach the lost Jews (Acts 16:3). The rule

that govelns in all similar cases is the glory of God and not the approval or dis
approval of the brethren (1 Cor. 10:32,33).

SCRIPTURE STANDARD
We have several brethren w^ho

His Abiding Presence
"HE hath said, I will never leave thee,
nor forsake thee"

(Heb. 13:5).

Several times in the Scriptures the
Lord has

said this.

He has often

sure.

it.

Let us

never harboiu'

doubt cf

In itself the promise is specially

emphatic.

In the Greek It

meeting. Will any interested church or
brethren please contact me and I will
advise the local brethren accordingly.

re

peated it to make our assurance doubly

could

advise in such a venture. If any are
interested enough, we could an-ange a

JOHN BREAKELL.

21 Wellcross Road,
Up-Holland,

Wigan, Lanes.

has five

negatives, each one definitely shutting
out the possibility of the Lord's ever
leaving one of His people so that he
can

justly

feel

forsaken

cf

his

God.

This
priceless Scripture
does not
promise us exemption from trouble, but
it does secure us against desertion. We
may be called to traverse strange ways,
but we shall always have our Lord's
company, a.ssistance, and provision. We
need not covet money, for we shall
always have our God and God js
better than gold; His favour is better
than fortune.

We ought surely to be content with
such things as we have, for he who

Motherwell.—The church has had the

joyful

experience

of

witnessing

the

"good confession" of John Wharie, and

his burial with his Lord in baptism. The
church feels strengthened by the addi
tion of this young man and we hope and
pray that he will remain faithful unto
the end. To God we give the praise,
honour and glory.
L. PURCELL.

has God has more than all the world

besides.
Infinite?

What can we have beyond the
What

more

can

we

desii-e

than Almighty Goodness?—Selected.
I have chosen you, and ordained you.
John 15,16.
As we remember the mother God chose,
dare we not believe that He may be
choosing us for His service? We do not
ask that our way be easy or that we
always understand all that happens We
only ask that we be strong to give oiu"
best and to remain ever true, even as
Mary was.
C. L. Allen.

Bathgate.—The church mourns in the
passing of Sister Williamson on Novem
ber 23rd. Sister Williamson was the wife

of the late Bi'o. Williamson, who was
an elder in the Church in Bathgate.
She was quiet but well liked by all who
knew her.
time.

We

She had been ill for some
commend to God those

of

her family knowing He will bear them
up in their time of trouble.
H. HOUSTON.

Dear Mr, Editoi-,—^Bro. Eric Winter
came to meet members of the Wigan

churches at Cleveleys.

After some con

sideration it was arranged that preach
ing brethren from Wigan and Blackburn
should go to help. Brother and Sister
Stanton, mj'self and Sister Breakell took
the first Sunday, and Brother and Sister
H. Davenport also attended the morning
meeting. It was quite apparent to us
that this kind of help was insufficient
and we asked Bro. Eric to get in touch
with the existing Evangelistic Commit
tee and ask for advice and help in a
venture to build or buy a building for
retiring brethren to live or for holiday
periods that would help to swell num
bers, and give encouragement to this
small assembly.
Failing help from this source we felt
that if 100 brethren would invest £50

each there would be enough to com
mence such a scheme.

Kirkby-in-Ashfield, Beulah Road.—We
mom-n the passing of Sister Annie
Kitchens, wife of Bro. Charles Hitchens,
on November 23rd at the age of seventyfive years.
Our sister was immersed
into Christ over forty years ago when
the church met at Nuncargate, and had
been a constant, untiring worker until
her last illness. She endured her long
illness with fortitude and with unwaver

ing faith and we know she was prepared
to meet her Lord, in whom was her joy
and hope. Our sympathy goes out To
her husband and daughters and all who
grieve for her passing, and we pray
they will find comfort and consolation
in our heavenly Father.
We might
fittingly quote the old hymn, "Sorrow
vanquished,
labour
ended,
Jordan
passed."
Our sister was laid to rest on Satur

day,
November
27th,
Bro.
Robert
McDonald conducting the service in the
meeting-room and at the graveside.
T. WOODHOUSE.
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COMING

PALESTINE TOUR

EVENTS

ducted by Bro. C. P. Slate, of Wembley.

In response to a number of requests,
a tour of Palestine is being organised.
The tour will be for 15 days: either May
3rd-18th or May 12th-27th, whichever is
the more convenient for the majority
of the members of the party. Travel
will be by Britannia aii'craft, from Gatwick Airport, London. Only first-class

Meetings

hotels will be booked.

I nce-in- Makerfield
(W tgan) .—Holiday
week-end special meetings April 8th11th, 1966.
Lectures, discussions, Gos
pel meetings, etc.
Accommodation
gladly provided for visitors.
These
special meetings will mark the begin
ning of a gospel mission to be con
nightly

17th, 1966 (D.V.).

Aylesbury.—Gospel
17th-24th.

from

April 8th

to

PuUer details later.

Campaign,

April

Preacher, Bro. W. N. Jack

son (Ipswich).
Meetings every even
ing.
All brethren who are able to
come are invited

to assist us in this

campaign.
Young People's Week-end, May 28th30th. Special programme on the Satur
day; a recreational programme on the
Monday.

Bible School, July 24th-August 7th.
Lectures and classes, Monday-Friday of

The tour will in

clude visits to most of the major sites
in Jordan and Israel, and will be by
private cars in Jordan and by coach in
Israel.
The charge, inclusive of air
travel and hotels will be 112 guineas.
There will be three optional extras, in
cluding a visit to Petra. No other ex
pense will be incurred except a small
charge for visas, and of course personal
spending. Will those interested please
write as soon as possible, indicating
which of the two periods they would
prefer, to: L. H. Channing, 10 Mandeville Road, Aylsbxuy, Bucks.

each week.
Further details of the above will be

given later.
Loughborough—The church intends to
conduct an intensive CAMPAIGN FOR

CHRIST, the Lord willing, during the
period Satiu-day, March 5th to Lord's
Day, April 3rd, 1966. Pi'eachers in this
campaign will be Donald Daugherty
(Paris), and Andrew Gardiner
burgh).

(Edin

The purpose of this notice is to beseach you brethren, to remember this
effort often in your prayers, that it might
bear fruit in the salvation of many souls.
We also urge any who can to make plans
to come and be with us, and to work

in the effort to extend the Kingdom of
Christ in Loughborough.
If you can come please let us know at

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Geoffrey Lodge, "Ash Villa,"
11
Grosvenor Road, Batley, Yorks.
Tel.
Batley 4089.
SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE
"S.S." FOR 1966

We appeal to agents and to readers
please to give in your subscriptions as
soon as possible. Terms are printed on
the back of each issue of the "S.S."

If

you can contribute a little above the
subscription this will be appreciated. To

keep a small magazine such as ours in
existence in these days of high costs is
a perilous undertaking. We have no
other income than that contributed by

readers and churches, and the charges
for some notices.

field Avenue, Loughborough, Leicester
shire, England. Fuller details will be

Agents and individual subscribers
please send contributions to Paul Jones,
14 Pendragon Road, Birnaingham 22 B.

announced later.

Thank you.

once.

Write to Mr. T. Stones, 34 Hole-

Tom Stones.
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Prices: Home, one copy for

one year, li5/-; two copies 20/6; three copies 28/6 post free.

Canada and U.S.A.: one
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PAUL JONES, 41 Pendraffon Road, Birmingham 22B. Tel. Birchfield 5559.
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before the 10th of the month to the E^tor, C. MELLING, 133 Long Lane, Hindley,
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Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it t»a9 in the beginning.
VOL. 33.

FEBRUARY, 1906

No. 2.

"THE PA$$OVER PLOT"
HUGH J. SCHONBTBLD, author of this book, is well-kpown for his "Authentic
New Testament"—the only modem translation of the New Testament by a Jewish
scholar. The book is divided into two sections. One: 'The Man who believed He was

Messiah." Two: "The Sources and Growth of the Legend." Our observations are
confined to the former section, which gives its title to the book. The second
section deals with contemporary situations and doctrines—^historical, political and

religious—which are interpreted as supporting the theory here put forth, and
explaining how Christianity was "paganised", as Schonfield claims, by suggesting
that Jesus rose from the dead and was therefore divine.

The Purpose of the Book
Claiming to offer "new light on the history of Jesus" the author states his
purpose as "an endeavour . . . to discover who the man Jesus Christ really was"
(p. 9). He says that, even when a student, traditional Jewish and Christian
views about Jesus seemed wrong to him and he wanted "to find out what had
been the convictions of his original Jewish followers who acknowledged him as the

Messiah" (p.9).
His Views of Jesus

The author emphatically denies that Jesus was the Son of God—£^nd this

accounts both for his theory here advanced and his deliberate attempt to discredit
the resurrection. He says: "The traditional portraiture no longer satisfies: it is
too baffling in its apparent contradiction of the ternw of our earthly existence, The
God-man of Christianity is increasingly incredible . .
(p.lO). He represents the
traditional Christian attitude to Jesus as "the wteh to explain away his (Jesus')
mistakes and extenuate his faults" (p.ll). He claims that with a right under
standing of Him "we shall not incline to exaggerate or convert him into a paragon
of all the virtues" for He could never consistently be "a reflection of the Divine . . ."
(p. 12). To assert the deity of Jesus, he says, is to "pander to the ignorance and
superstition" of the uninformed (p. 10). The belief that Jesus was the Logos is simply
"a paganising of Jewish belief" (p. 40).
In keeping with this he emphatically denies the virgin birth: "There was
nothing peculiar about the birth of Jesus. He was not God incarnate and no Vi^in
Mother bore him" (p. 50).

What then is Schonfield's view of Jesus? The book's over-all impression is that
he believes Jesus was the Messiah. For instance this: "I have often asked my
Christian friends, 'Is it not enough if you believe in the One God, Lord of all spirits,
and accept Jesus as his messianic messenger?" Yet sometimes what he writes gives

the impression that whilst Jesus was quite sure about His Messiahship, Schoiifield

is not fully convinced.
His View of tlio Scriptiires
He advances the usual "modernist" position. He afiSrms that we can only apply
constructively the knowledge available when we are "uninhibited by a religious
compulsion to assume that the records about Jesus were divinely inspired" (p. 14).
He asserts that Daniel was written during the reign of Antiochus Eplphanes (175162 B.C.). He speaks of Old Testament books as "prophetic legends", and says that
When we read the birth-stories of John the Baptist and Jesus we are in "the world

of fairy tale" (pp.42, 49). The stories of Jesus' birth, he would have us know, "ftre
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late introductory compositions" (p. 52). They were not written by those whose
names they bear. Hardly any section of the gospels escapes destructive criticism,
e.g.,

. . we cannot accept as historical certain features of the narratives of the

Passion as reported in the Gospels" (p. 97). Like every critic in whose steps he
follows he rejects every New Testament statement which cannot be fitted into the
pattern of his preconceived theory.
Yet, after such destructive criticisms (examples could be miiltiplied) it is to
these same Gospel records that he appeals for support of his incredible theory! In
short: he denies any statement which offers evidence that Jesus was the Son of
God, or that He rose from the dead; but he seizes upon anything which can be
shaped to fit his own theory. And his theory of "the Plot" is based upon just one
idea: that Jesus was not Divine. One cannot help wondering what faculty of in
spiration enables the author to decide that so much of the New Testament is
spurious, or legend, or innacurate. Whatever it is, the latter are always those parts
which support the Christian view that Jesus rose from the dead and is therefore
the Son of God.

The Messianic Hope

The author explains why the Jewish Nation was expecting the Messiah at the
time that Jesus came. Many, on the basis of Daniel's "Seventy Weeks", believed
that the "Last Times" had begun. There were other factors combining to make the
messianic hope so powerful a factor in Judaism: the Jewish attitude to their

Scriptures, the desire to draw out hidden meanings; the savage oppression endiu'ed
tmder Antiochus E^iphanes; Jewish sectarianism as represented by Sadducees,

Pharisees and Essenes, each group in its own way striving for holiness according to
the Law, thus influencing the whole nation and bringing to the surface a fanatical
conviction that the advent of the Messiah was imminent.

There is much of value and interest in his treatment of the contemporary
background; but it is incredible how every historical, political and religious factor is
"made to fit" the writer's own scheme of things; and this because he begins with a
theory which denies the deity of Jesus, then sees support for it in all he reads in
the Scriptures. It is usually fairly easy for one to see what he is looking for!
The Passover Plot

He sums up the main thesis of the work in these words: "During his lifetime
he (i.e. Jesus) could to an astonishing extent because of his personal qualities
enact and obtain compliance with the messianic scheme as he apprehended it"
(p. 42). Jesus sincerely believed Himself to be the Messiah. So, before He
began His ministry. He studied intensively, imbibed many of the ideas of the
Essenes, "producing a kind of blueprint of the Messiah's mission with the prophetic
requirements organised to show a progressive programme of events having their
climax at Jerusalem when he would suffer at the hands of the authorities" (p. 46).
In other words. He understood clearly all that the Old Testament foretold and
deliberately undertook to make it all happen to him. The further one reads, the
more incredible the book becomes. Listen to some of the things Jesus is supposed to
have deliberately (and secretly) "arranged":
He arranged privately with Lazarus (some time before the event) to have the

foal of an ass ready for His trixmiphal ride into Jerusalem. Of course His disciples
didn't know—only Lazarus. But Jesus knew (says Schonfield) that His followers

would see this as a fulfilment of Zechariah 9:9—unaware that He had engineered it.
He thus provoked the crowds to hail Him as Messiah, so that He would be adjudged
guilty of treason against Caesar. He arranged all this, mark you! In this way He
deliberately forced the Jewish rulers to have Him crucified. "The chief priests and
elders might imagine that they were acting on their own initiative in meeting the
threat created by Jesus, but in fact the plotting of the Galilean was progressively
reducing them to puppets responding to his control" (p. 121). Not just the Romans
and the Rulers—even His own trusted disciples were unwittinly used by Jesus in
the same way. We are asked to accept that even the betrayal by Judas was
deliberately engineered by the Saviour. "A conspiracy had to be organised of which
the victim was himself the deliberate secret instigator" (p. 132). How could He do
this? Once again by a secret arrangement—this time with Mary. He arranged
with her that she should anoint Him with the precious ointment, solely to provoke
Judas to betray Him—and thus to fulfil Psalm 41:6 (p. 134).
The Resurrection

What about Jesus' frequent claims—and His followers* insistence—concerning

the resurrection? Schonfield offers the old, inadequate theory: Jesus ditfn't die on

the cross. What happened then? The answer: He was drugged—and that by
another of those strange, secret arrangements, this time with Joseph of Arlmathea.
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Joseph arranged that the vinegar given Him to drink on the cross contained a
potent drug. Jesus became unconscious, "to all intents and purposes a dead man"
(p. 167). Some of His Judean friends took Him away intending to "revive" Him
(the "Plot" was unknown to His Galilean disciples) all according to Jesus' previous,
secret arrangement—so that He might fulfil the prophecy of resurrection! But
then, through no fault of theirs—or His!—the plan went astray. Jesus died. So
his body was buried elsewhere, and in all good faith His Galilean apostles came to
be convinced that He had really risen. "There was nothing to tell them what had
become of his body. They could not know that the Prophet like Moses had been
finally laid to rest like Moses himself in an unknown grave" (p. 180).
One feels like saying with Alice in Wonderland, "Curiouser and curiouser"!

Appearances to His Followers
Jesus' post-resurrection appearances? The author coolly disposes of the lot!
Either they are fictitious—arguments having no basis in reality, produced much
later by a church which paganised Christianity by insisting on the deity of Jesus,
a resurrection being therefore a necessity—or Jesus' followers mistook someone
else for Him. This someone else is usually represented as a "mysterious" Judean
disciple who had a message he was unable to deliver to the diciples! "Mysterious"
indeed! If we may be forgiven we feel constrained to say, "Mysteriouser and
mysteriouser"!

However, one thing Schonfield makes plain—he is convinced that Jesus did not
appear. There was no resurrection. Again and again the very records to which he
appeals shout their evidence that Jesus did rise. That testimony cannot be accepted
— it does not fit in with the theory of "the Plot". The argument follows this weari
some pattern over and over again: (1) Jesus was not the Son of God. (2) There
fore any suggestion that He rose from the dead is false. (3) Thus any testimony in
.the gospels that He did cannot be allowed. We suggest that he is truly "putting the
cart before the horse." The approach ought to be (1) An honest evaluation of the
credibility of the Gospel records. (2) A consideration of the testimony of both the
friends and enemies of Jesus. (3) An explanation of the conduct of both, and (4)
A conclusion which fits all the facts.

An Old, Exploded Theory

This is no new theory—that Jesus did not die. Others have used it to try to
destroy belief in the resurrection—German critics like Strauss and Klein. Mary
Baker Eddy, who wrote something to the effect that "loving hands took the fainting
form of Jesus from the cross." They all failed. The theory has been exploded
many times, and for all his undoubted scholarship Schonfield does no better than
his predecessors.
Stubborn Facts

The facts do not fit this fanciful and absurd theory of "the Plot." However

attractively it is dressed, this is in fact tantamount to asserting that Jesus was
dishonest. He secretly arranged to appear to be dead—knowing He was not really
to die. He was only drugged. He secretly arranged with a very few fellow-con
spirators to be revived—intending then to claim a "resurrection". (One wonders
how He would have fared if the "Plot" had succeeded). Imagine One with a
body torn, wounded and dislocated as His must have been, appearing to persuade
people He had conquered death! Note this too. We are asked to believe that the

Judean friends of Jesus were not only a party to this conspiracy, but, when it fell
through because of His unplanned death, they allowed His apostles to believe He
had risen. And allowed them to proclaim it to the world. And die for it too, no
doubt! How can anyone suggest that they could so act and yet be the finest of
characters—as indeed, the author himself suggests?
More, is it credible that every event and act in the life of Jesus which so

clearly fulfilled Old Testament prophecy was deliberately engineered by the Saviour

Himself? How could any mere human being succeed in producing just the right

reaction and conduct, in the right person, at the right time and place, always and

under all circumstances? If Jesus could do that then He must have been divine

for no mere man could so make so many things "happen."
Pacts pile on facts in Gospel testimony to give the lie to this theory. We have
the fact of the spear thrust into His side. We have the testimony of the centurion

in charge of the execution, which in turn convinced Pilate that Jesus was really
dead. We have Pilate's conviction also; and Joseph of Arimathea; and the apostles:

and the women who went to anoint His body.
There are questions too which have to be answered—and cannot be answered

by ignoring the facts. It will not do for the author to get over the problem of
how the disciples got the body out of the tomb by saying, simply that there was no

16

SCRIPTURE STANDARD

guard to stop them. There was a guard—and the tomb was empty. Also, how could
so many of His disciples, none of whom had expected to see Him alive again, how

could so many be so completely convinced they had seen Him, yet all so completely
mistaken? We wonder too how the writer would deal with Paul's assertion that "He
was seen of above five hundred brethren at once" (l Corinthians 15)? No doubt

they were mistaken—it was that same "mysterious" friend of Jesus—or maybe this

too was a falsehood made up by the church (Paul perhaps?) bent on paganising the
faith?

Our faith is that Jesus was more than man—that He was truly the Son of the
living God. This faith is based on a solid fact of history: that He rose from the
dead, demonstrating His deity (Romans 1:3-4).

"If (Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. . . . But
now is Christ risen from the dead. . . ." (l Corinthians 15:17-20).
A. E. WINSTANLEY

[A further article on Section Two of "The Passover Plot"—"The Sources and
Growth of the Legend"—will, God willing, appear in the "SJS." in the near future.
Ed.]

!$
li: THOMAS AND ALEXANDER CAMPBELL

IT was in 1763 in County Down, Ireland that Thomas Campbell was born, and
twenty five years later, 1788, in County Antrim his illustrious son Alexander was

bom. These two, father and son, were destined to play a most important role in
the history of the churches of Christ. In 1809 Thomas Campbell produced his now

famous "Declaration and Address," which since that time has become almost the

Magna Carta of churches of Christ, especially of the Disciples of Christ in America,
•nien in 1837 Alexander Campbell produced his masterpiece of New Testament
literature, "Christian System," which to-day stands supreme as an exposition of
New Testament teaching.

These two men spent the greater portion of their lives in the United States, In
1832 they linked up with a Barton W. Stone and an evangelist Walter Scott, who
had broken with the Baptists for his views on New Testament Christianity, and

formed what was known as the Christian Church or Disciples of CJhrist. Before we
pass on we mention some of the great debates this fine pioneer Alexander

Campbell engaged in. His first was as a Baptist minister in 1820, with a Presby

terian minister on Infant Baptism. This established him as a debater and able
exponent of New Testament doctrine. Other outstanding debates were with the

Rom^ Catholic Bishop PurceU in 1837; and in 1843 in a debate with another
Presbyterian, N. L. Rice. Campbell ably defended New Testament Christianity. His
most outstanding debate, however, was with the renowned atheist of that time,
Robert Owen, in 1829 on the topic "ChristianEvidence"; after silencing his opponent,
he used all that remained both of his own time and that of his opponent in a

twelve hour speech dealing with Christian Evidence!

To retiirn to our subject: it will be seen that although churches of Christ were

known to have made their presence felt as a religious body in the early 1800's,
'^wo hundred years many groups identifying themselves as churches
of Christ had been in existence. It was in the early days of the 19th centu^ that
they really did begin to establish themselves as an organised movement: for instance
in Wales some twelve churches were formed with a total membership of 488. Later
a church at Wrexham was discovered that had been in existence some seven
years witoout knowing anything at all about other churches of Christ or even ttie
Scotch Baptists. In Dec. 1837 this church received a letter from a church at
Shrewsbury as follows:

"We, the New Testament Church in Shrewsbury, are very glad to hear of your

ou'S™ the small
® society of Christians Christ.
We are
wiihnot
to the
inform
you thS
^thou^
in this...
place
followers
of
comforted by his writings

f

week."

them. We Baptist,
have never
any been
connection
withinto
Scotch,
yet had
we have
immersed
the
continue stedfast in the Apostles doctrine, the fdlowship

bread, and m prayer, praising God, on every first day of the

of the
of Christ
wasThis
heldheralded
at Edinburgh,
in me South Bridge Hall, on the 18th
andchurches
19th of August
1842.
their

beginnings as an organised body and from that time they grew steadily. It was
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said of them that, "Prom the beginning of the Movement the Churches of Christ
have insisted upon a high moral standard for all their members," and those who
had moral lapses had to imdergo the discipline of the church.
At this stage a few notes on individual churches may be of interest; at Summer
Lane, Birmingham, on April 1st 1889, a tea and social meeting was held to bid
farewell to Bro. Thompson, who had as an evangelist laboured with the church for
eight years. The attendance at the meeting was 400 and the meeting was presided
over by Bro. David King; a purse containing £29 10s. was presented to Bro.
Thompson in recognition of his services. His wife was presented with a vase of
flowers on behalf of the sisters. A note in the "Christian Advocate" of that same

year intimated that the church at Brighton hoped soon to commence their new
church building. The church at Loughborough reported opening of their new

building on October 5th 1889, at which 180 sat down to tea. An evening meeting
was presided over by Br. James Leavesley, and addressed, mark you, by Brethren
Chapman, North, Richardson and Bambury! After which, the report goes on to
say, a very enjoyable evening was spent. We venture the question. How would
present day congregations react to a meeting addressed by four speakers and a
chairman? It could be said, "There were giants in those days," both at giving out
and taking in.

It is also of interest to know that the churches of those days had their con
troversies. A very lively discussion took place in the "Christian Advocate" of 1889,
on "Amusements in Sunday School," too lengthy to go into here. A further report
from Brighton records progress on their new building and an appeal for help in
raising £120 towards the cost. A report from Kentish Town speaks of the work of R.

K. Francis in an evangelistic effort, a social meeting being held on Cfctober 16th,
addressed by Bro. Francis. We quote the report: "Oiu- Brother's words were of
Trumpet tone, urging us to stand fast in the Faith once delivered imto the saints,
and not to depart from the Apostolic faith and practice by the conflicting entice
ments around. The report bears the initials R.S. but we venture the opinion they do
not represent Bro. Roy Scott, the present Secretary of the Kentish Town church,

who nevertheless worthily upholds those same principles today and so effectively
serves the church at thijs present time.

We bring our article to a close on a topical note. They were evidently affected
by take-overs even in distant times; the "C.A." of December 1889 intimates that

that issue is the last one and urges its readers to support its successor in tiie
coming year.

[We are indebted to "The History of the British Churches of Christ," by A. C.
Watters and to a book loaned to us by Bro. R. B, Scott for much of the material in
H. BAINES

VI: THE NEW COVENANT

WE have drawn attention to the two great divisions of the Bible—the Old and New

Covenants, or Testaments as they are termed in our printed Bibles. We have only
to glance at the well-used Bible of any Christian to discern that the New Testament

is much more thumb-marked with greater usage than is the Old. As an example,

my own copy of my study Bible, the Revised Standard Version ,is much more worn,
even on the outside edges of the pages, at the N.T. portion than are the pages of
the O.T. So that I can find almost exactly, from opening the book at the division

between the cleaner and the more soiled pages, the division between the two great
portions of scripture.

Why should it be that one part of the Bible is much more used and worn than

is the other, if, as we believe, the two parts are the word of God and equally in
fallible? Why are the great majority of the gospel messages we listen to based upon
passages in the N.T,? Why, especially, do those who teach the church almost

always give their messages from the N.T., particularly from the epistles?
When we speak of the "New Covenant" (or "New Testament", whose writings
contain, and in a sense are the New Covenant) we imply that there is also an
"Old Covenant". The very adjectives "Old" and "New" imply that one passes away
and the other takes its place. That is in a word the contrast between the two;

really one fulfils the other; one is the shadow, the other the substance; one is the

promise, the other the fulfilment. The Old Covenant was with the people chosen

by God, thet Jewish nation, although the covenant with them foreshadowed and
promised the grace and blessings of God to be bestowed upon all nations. The New

^venant is with God's new chosen people, the "new Israel", the "Israel of God",
Christians. The Old Covenant applied to the "dispensation" of Moses, the repre-
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sentative of the Jews; to the children of Abraham by fleshly descent. The New
Covenant was brought into being and applies to the "gospel age" or "dispensation",
the "dispensation of grace", as contrasted with the "dispensation of law". (We shall
leam more about "dispensations" in a later study).
The Greek word from which we get our word "testament" or "covenant" is
diatheke. In the A.V. it is mostly translated "testament", but in the R.V. and more
recent translations it is rendered almost entirely by "covenant". In our last lesson
we saw the meaning of covenant in the Q.T. In some of these covenants the blood
of a slain animal was sprinkled upon those making the covenant. So Aaron the
high priest sprinkled the children of Israel with the blood of an animal offered to
God in sacrifice, as a token that they were brought under this covenant of God with
His people.

Christ's Use of the New Covenant at the iast Supper

The four records of the New Covenant being typified are in Matt. 26: 28;
Mark 14; 24; Luke 22: 20; and 1 Cor. 11: 25 (this last is really the first N.T. record
of the breaking of bread). In each of these passages Christ states or indicates that
the New Covenant is brought into being and sealed with or in His blood. As the

people of the Old Covenant were brought under that covenant by the blood of the
sacrificed animal being sprinkled upon them, so the people of the New Covenant
are God's people by coming imder the covering of Christ's shed blood. By His blood
we are brought into New Covenant relationship with God. Jesus speaks of it as
"my blood, which is poured out for you" (Luke) and says that His blood is shed "for
the remission (forgiveness) of sins" (Matthew).

Heb. 9: 11-23 teaches that, as imder the Old Covenant the blood of gnimfli.s
ceremoniously cleansed the sinful people, "much more shall the blood of Christ who

offered himself without blemish" cleanse from sin to serve the living God. For "the
blood is the life" (Gen. 9: 4; Lev. 17: 14). Sin is so dreadful in the sight of an allholy God that it needs life (blood) to show its sinfulness. We must be made to

realise that sin is exalting self over the Lord of all. Under the Qld Covenant
smners were shown that sin was no light thing; that slain, innocent flnimfli was

a witness to what sin costs. Under the New Covenant even more so we are taught
this awful cost, in that only the blood of God's Son, God Himself manifest in flesh,
could avail to cleanse from sin. We cannot be sentimental about this, nor be so
horrified that we turn from the shedding of Christ's blood as revoltihg. It is
horrible and revolting, but the horror and revolt should not be against God but
against the sin which caused God even to be ready to go to the lengths of offering
His Son as the guiltless sinbearer of others' sins.

"The first covenant (the Old) was not dedicated without blood" (Heb. 9: 17).
The writer goes on to show, indeed, that "without shedding of blood is no remission".
Christ as Mediator

Under the Old Covenant Moses was the mediator, the means through whom
men approached God and by whom God gave His blessings to men. In the Hew
Covenant Jesus Christ is both sacrifice and mediator (1 Tim. 2: 5). His death

secures forgiveness of sins of those brought under the New Covenant, but also
"the redemption of the transgressions under the old" (Heb. 9: 15). This is a
wonderful statement: even though sacrifices of animals were offered for sin under
the Old Covenant, these could never take away sin. Redemption for those under
Old and New Covenants is through Jesus Christ. All those sacrifices in the O.T. are

of value by being types of the sacrifice of the "Lamb of God, who takes away the
sin of the world".

Next month's study will contrast side by side the Old and New Covenants.
QUESTIONS

1. We are often accused of making too much of the New Testament and too little

of the Old and even of regarding the Old Testament as no longer of any use.
How would you answer this criticism?

2. Was the death of animals and of Christ necessary in order that sins might be
forgiven? Why does not God forgive without any such sacrifices?

3. Read the accounts of the institution of the Lord's Supper in Matthew, Mark
Luke and 1 Corinthians 11. How did Jesus link His coming death with the
drinking from the cup?

SCRIPTURB STANDARD

THIS DAY

♦

19

♦

♦

THE version of the N.T. published for the first time a few months ago, has several
renderings of Luke 3:22, two of them are printed here. ITie first, from the text
of the book, reads: "Thou art my Son, my beloved, on thee my favour rests."
The second, a footnote to the text, reads: "My son art thou, this day have I
begotten thee." For a comment on the textual statement, please see December issue
of this magazine, page 137.
Having in mind the second of these references I wrote in that December issue

this line: "The word 'begotten' is a scriptural word well chosen for what it repre
sents." So it seemed to me for a short while, then I became unsettled as to its

being a well-chosen word. What was it the word represented? What did the sentence
mean? As it is really a question as to the meaning of one word, what did the word
"begotten" imply?
When It comes to the meaning or spelling of a word our "house of refuge" is
the dictionary. Spelling, in fact, is not much of a bugbear to me, I am thankful to
say; the true meaning of a word can be very elusive, and occasionally, when caught,
needs careful handling to be fairly captured. What does "begotten" mean, as

applied to a yoimg man specifically said to be about 30 years of age? and dated for
that one day, specifically?

The dictionary is one we have used for twenty years, and has proved itself a
faithful help in times of trouble. What does "begotten" mean? The word quoted
in the dictionary, reduced to its root, is given as "beget". The first definition of
beget is given as "produce". We replace the word beget with produce and thus we

have the perfect sentence for the understanding of what is written in the Scripture
phrase: "This day have I produced thee"—to a waiting world, may we add?

And how produced? Think! Think of those incidents which stir the interest of

all who read the Bible—old as well as young. For instance those incidents shortly
before the bitth of Christ. Think of Zacharias, the priest to whom a son was
promised and he could not believe it, and became dumb because he doubted. 'I"he

child was bom and became John the Baptist. An angel visited Mary and though

she was not married she bore a child, who was Jesus. Mary, though she bore a

child was still a virgin, because the child she bore was the Word who became
flesh and dwelt amongst men.

So he lived until about 30 years of age. This child now grown up lived for 30
years in a state of comparative isolation—and John was preaching in Judaea.
That these two—as may well be supposed were well acquainted with each other
is seen by the words each muttered to the other when they met, as it were "I come
to thee, you come to me—and the reply made "thus it becometh us to fulfil all
righteousness"—and the younger was baptised by the elder.

These and many other things like them are the things by which God "pro
duced" the results he desired. Jesus was baptised, and His ministry was entered
Into.

A real question does arise about the translation of this word "begotten" in
place of "produce". Why was begotten refused in 1961 and then accepted by a
minority later?

^

Why was the word "begotten" used for a word which meant "produced" and
made sense of a passage which otherwise is nonsense.

Questions which should have an answer.

I

SCRIPTURE
READINGS

Saviour lived and died and rose again

I

FEBRUARY 1966

6—Psalm 110
13—Deut. 28:58-68
20—Daniel 9:20-27

W. BARKER.

Luke 20:41-21:4
Luke 21:5-24
Luke 21:25-38

27—Exodus 12:1-20
Luke 22,1-23
"0 JERUSALEM, JERUSALEM"
(Matt. 23:37)

THE Jerusalem now seen by those who
can spare time and money for the
worthwhile trip to the land where our

is not the Jerusalem in which He
preached, for the present walls and

buildings are the work of later builders,

among whom

Sultan Omar.

were

Hadrian and

the

However, the site must

be by and large the same. We propose

in this short article to study the words
of the Saviour recorded by Matthew,
Mark and Luke, including His prophecy
respecting the doom of that great city
as viewed from the mount of Olives by
Himself and His disciples.
We must realise what

a

wonderful

sight the temple and the city must have
been, beautified and reconstructed as it

had been by the ambitious and arrogant
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king Herod the Great. The Temple was
then one of the wonders of the world.

It was looked upon with awe and wonder
by the Jewish nation, and with reverence
for its place in their religion by all true
believers in Jehovah. The Law of Moses,
which was indeed the Law of God, re
quired as an essential part the central
point for the worship. We can then
understand the dsciples and others
around Jesus drawing His attention to
its magnificence. Of all the solid and
permanent things in life the city and
temple
would
be regarded as in
destructible.
The Saviour said "There shall not be

as to tempt them. We know how fully
the Saviour's warning of suffering, be
trayal, death, scourging, condemnation
and imprisonment was fulfilled among
the early Christians. Their steadfast
ness assured them of much more than

bodily safety—eternal security!
Certain
specific instructions were
given to guide them when the crisis upon
Jerusalem was to culminate.

Jerusalem

was to be encompassed with
(Luke 21:20) the abomination of
tion to stand in the holy place
24:15) "where it ought not"
13:14); then all heeding the

armies
desola
(Matt.
(Mark
words

would fiee in haste "to the mountains"

left one stone upon another, that shall

(Luke 21:21).

not be throwndown."

in to begin their siege, and just before
"John of Giscala had shut the gate of

We understand

there were stones 70 feet long, 10 feet
wide and eight feet high in the con
struction of this edifice—surely a rash
prediction?
So the disciples, at least four of them,

possibly

joined

later by

the

others

(Mark 13:3), asked questions on three
points—When? How signified? When
and how signified the end of the age?
The threefold enquiry involved the
thought of the destruction of the build
ings they were admiring, and the coming
of the Saviour, of which He must have
spoken from time to time. There is a
sense in which He comes when judg
ments are executed by the divine wrath,
and doubtless this is what the disciples
understood.
Roman

Jerusalem, and Simon of

Garasa

had

begun to miu*der all fieeing out"
(Farrar's "Life of Christ"), the Christ
ians

went

out

and

those

in

Judsea

hastily fled across 'Jordan into the
caverns and hills to safety. After that
the fearful sufferings of the besieged
and the murder and rapine by the en
raged Roman soldiery began and con
tinued. It is said that Titus originally
intended to starve the city into surren
der but the obstinate ferocity of the de
fenders compelled him to press on and
step by step destroy the city house by
house. Finally the Temple itself was set
on fire, the gold on the roofs melted and
flowed down into the lower stones, and

these were (as it were) scraped off the

At the time there was a general peace
ill the

So, as the Romans closed

dominions

but

it was

broken well before 70 AJD., when Titus
destroyed
Jerusalem.
Wars
were
threatened and strife

increased.

Four

emperors suffered violent deaths in the
short time of eighteen months, and war
in different parts broke out in conse
quence of the unsettlment. Famines
occurred in various places including
Rome, Palestine, Greece and Babylonia,
before Jerusalem was besieged. Mean
while in Judaea and among the Jews in
general there was always the chafing
under the Roman rule against civil and
military domination, resulting in false
prophets and false Messiahs. Josphus
writes, "The land was overrun by magi
cians, seducers and imposters, who drew
the people after them into solitudes and
deserts, to see the signs and miracles
which they promised to show by the
power of God."
Christians were to pay no heed what
ever to such claims, neitlier had they
any excuse to do so as they knew the
true Messiah, and of His coming there
could be no mistake "For as the light

ning cometh out of the east, and shineth
even unto the west; so shall the coming
of the Son of Man be" (Matt. 24:27).

However, such signs might be manifested

site and thrown down.

While this terrible tragedy was in
evitable Christians prayed that their
flight should not be in winter nor on
a sabbath—the winter for hardship and
the sabbath for restriction of movement

or persecution for breaking of the law.
The centuries old warnings of God as
written in Deuteronomy (see 28:53 etc.)
were fulfilled to the letter, and the scat

tering and selling into slavery came to
pass.
It is recorded that 1,350,000
perished, and 97,000 were sold into
slavery. The time of the war was shor
tened by the need for Titus to get back

to Rome, and so many who would other
wise have perished were saved.

The portents of this dreadful histori
cal event are in some measure the same
as those which will herald—indeed

already do—the end of the present age.

For instance, by 70 A.D. it is practi
cally certain that all the civilised world
had heard the gospel, whereas only now
are the unexplored regions of New
Guinea and Central Africa hearing it.
Again the generation that heard Christ
speak had not passed away when their
city was destroyed, but the race (same
word in the original) will not have
passed away when the Savioiur comes
again. Strange things happened in the
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natural heavens as the time of destruc

tion of Jerusalem drew nigh, and in the
political heavens likewise; so it will be,
and is now, when the end of the age
approaches. Let us look up because oiu:
redemption draweth nigh. "But watch
ye at every season making supplication
that ye may prevail to escape all these
things that shall come to pass, and to
stand before the Son of

man."

21:36).

(Luke

SCOTT.

RADIO SCOTLAND

trans

mission comes from a converted light
ship situated in the North Sea

the

house

built on to the back of the house.
So for the last 10 months we and the

being knocked down, having no place to

Prom the beginning of this year
Radio Scotland has been broadcasting on
The

saw

again, we had forgot that with its two
bedrooms, it had 15 doors, a big concrete
working space taking up half the kitchen,
and a large black fireplace (more like
a ftumace) in the lounge-cum-diningroom, separated by a large arch-way
which blocked out the light making the
rooms dark and poky. The one bright
spot was the sun loimge that had been

builders have lived in dust, sand and
cement, doors being bricked up, walls

CORRESPONDENCE

242 metres medium wave.

hearts sank when we
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three

sit comfortably, but now out of utter
chaos have emerged built-in cupboards,
a lovely fireplace in a sunny lounge; but
lots more to be done. We hope that
when you hear from us in 1966 we can
report all settled in a completed home.
We had hardly time to unload when we
were into the work, John ploughing and

ten million in this area—everyone of
whom deserves to hear the Gospel of

planting fields, chapel preaching, week
end preaching in the villages; and me
teaching women and children, going on
women's fellowships and all the varied
aspects of mission life, including stumb
ling out in a dressing gown at 4.45 a.m.

Christ.

in answer to an urgent knocking on oiu*

miles out from

Dunbar, and has

a

coverage from Inverness to Newcastle
and over to Northern Ireland. This gives
a potential listening audience of nearly

After protracted negotiations we have
gained a peak listening period (Sunday
evenings,
(10.30-11)
and invite all

Christians wherever they may be to help
in this inspiring work of bringing Christ
to Scotland. All who would like to sup
port this work should send their contri
butions to Claud Parrish, 19 lUccarton

Mains Road, Currie, Midlothian. Cheques
and postal orders should be made pay
able to "Herald of Truth."

[The letter below has been forwarded to

the "S.S." by Bro. Paul Jones, and is
of particular interest in the present cir
cumstances in Rhodesia.—Ed.]
Nhowe Mission, P. Bag 4, Macheke,
Rhodesia, C. Africa.

Seasons Greetings to You.—As our

whole way < I life has changed this last
year, so in future will our way of greet
ing you at the year end. We have made
two major decisions in our married life,
the first nine years ago when we became
Christians, and the second 4n January

this year (19G5) when we gave up our
jobs to enter the mission field. Our year
has been such a change and to us so
interesting that we felt we would like to

share it with you and we are hoping to
do this each year in the same way.
We and all our worldly goods arrived
in a confusion of goats bleating, ducks
quacking, hens cackling, a monkey
screeching, dogs barking and a grand
finale mother rabbit in her hutch on top
of the lorry bringing forth her family.
It was dark when we got there and our

door, to be greeted by a

smile

from

fiashing white teeth in a happy blace
face. 'Tlease can you help me with
uowers for the boys' boarding?"
At the time of writing our son John
is home from boarding school. This has
been another adjustment we had to
make: he had always been with us at
home, but moving to the mission meant
boarding school. It is wonderful to have
him, and we try to arrange our Sunday
village meetings so that we can call at
the school (50 miles away) and take him
with us for a few hours, giving him help
in his spiritual life which he doesn't get
at school.

You have shared with us the joys and
the funny side of our life. Now a sor
row that I experienced and came home
and cried on John's shoulder about. I
teach African children at Farm Schools

and recently one of these classes was dis
solved by the farmer. When arriving
as usual to teach, some of the children

were standing waiting with sad faces,
with none of the eagerness showtog that
had ^ways been there before. I stood
there helpless, unable to do anything to
bring the pleastu-e they had shown when
hearing stories about Jesus.
A lost
opportunity.
Now from the sad to the frightening.
We were out in a village preaching and
teaching when someone rushed up and
asked us to come and see a very sick
man. I grabbed the box of medical sup
plies and rushed into a little dark mud
hut, followed by John. But there in
front of us was not a near-dying man
as we expected, but a mad man, tied
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around the waist with a I'ope, the end
put through a hole in the wall and
secured by a stake on the outside of the

a separate cup during the ministration
for the patient alone till he or she re

hut so that he couldn't run away. After
swallowing hard and letting our heart

In Nigeria it is not individual con
tainers, but a number of cups for the
whole church. The cups available are
filled as they are emptied until all have

beats gt back to normal, we tried to help
but realised he needed to go to hospital
100 miles away, so John made arrange
ments for this.

You will be interested to
know that after treatment for pressure
on the brain and malnutrition, the doctor
has written to us that he is well on the

way to recovery, but we will check for
ourselves when next we go to that village.
Medical treatment is part of our work,
for many times we are the only medical
aid they ever receive, living as they do
so far from hospitals.
Mission work is not all peaches and

cream; there are times of discourage
ment and frustrations when it seems our

work is to no avail, then we feel we have
made a great mistake and wish we hadn't
made that second decision.

covers.

drunk.

Some

tainer.

In

Love,

JOHN, RITA & JOHN, JNR., HANSON.

use

the

one

con

church

in

Kumba uses one cup, and the one in
Mbonge has three little cups for about
fifteen

members.

No-one

h^

com

plained, and should an argument arise
later, we will stand for the one cup of
blessing in which I see so much true
love and fellowship. Why should the
brethren risk a disruption over a thing
which is so easy to settle?
God bless you.

In His service,

D. N. ELANGWE. Bible Training Col
lege, Ukpom Box 35, Abak, Nigeria.

Then some

thing happens that makes us proud and
happy to be doing the work that we have
set our hearts on doing. We wish you
all a happy and prosperous New Year.

churches

Cameroon

CAMEROONS EVANGELISATION
FUND

Once again it is my pleasant duty to
report progress in connection with the
above fund, and again may I, on behalf
of our African brothers in Ciirist, thank
all those who have come to the aid of

our appeal for help.
"THE CUP OF BLESSING"

Amplified New Testament). It may be
argued that this was before the church

Only a few churches have as yet re
sponded to the appeal but those which
have given have been most generous.
Financial help has recently come from
Slammanan, Dunbar, Plymouth and Haddington—two churches having given £50
each. We say "Thank You" brethren
and we hope that in 1966 many otter
churches will decide to give a little to
this good work and help the fund reach
its goal. Fifty pounds of the fund has
had to be utilised for emergency ex
penses of Brother Elangwe, but notwith
standing this withdrawal, tJie fimd has

was established.

reached the sum of £319 4s. 8d.

Letters

from

brethren

in

Great

Britain show that the question of the
cup in the Lord's supper is causing much
disputing in that peace-loving country.
This question truly calls for no long de
bating if we accept the principle that
Bible things be done in Bible ways.
The scripture has it thus, "And He

took o cup, and when He had given
thanks He

gave

Drink of it,

it

to

them,

all of you."

saying,

(Mt. 26:17—

This is true, but the

scripture still has it thus, "The cup of
blessing [of wine at the Lord's supper]
upon which we ask (God's) blessing, does
it not mean [that in drinking it] we
participate in and share a fellowship (a
communion) in the blood

of

Christ?"

(lCor.lO:16—A.N.T.; italic is mine).
They used one cup. They drank of or
from one cup.

our dear Sister Chaffer from Melbourne,

Victoria.

Our sister, who has worked

hard for the Cameroons Fimd from the

If argument for individual containers
on hygienic purposes has any weight at
all, then argument on economic reasons
for witholding the cup from the congre
gations stands also. After all it is only
a little sip, and who does not practice
cleanliness these days?

Or do we for

get that a strong healthy body defies
brief attacks.

Mention must again be made of the
sterling work being done by our brethren
in Australia who are, independently of
the above fund, helping the work in this
particular section of Africa.
Perhaps
our most active supjwrter in Australia is

Should a brother or sister

not have the sense to keep away from
that flock if he or she develops a contageous or an infectious disease till re
covery? If attendance is very necessary,
it is here, I would support the pouring
of the wine from the one container into

beginning, is 89 years old and is confined
to

bed—^but her

horizons

are

broader

than her bed posts, and her heart is
bigger than her infirmity. She is an in
spiration to all who have the honour to
know her and we thank her and all our

Australian brethren for their ready sup

port and help.
Please consider this matter seriously,
biethren, and remember our African
brethren in your prayers.
All contributions, large or very small,
gratefully
received
by
James
R.
Gardiner, 88 Davidson Terrace, Haddington.
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There was a large attendance and our
thanks are due to the Blackridge breth
ren who were responsible for the catering

NEWS FROM
THE CHURCHES

arrangements.

Bro. Wood welcomed all present and
exhorted all to "seek first the kingdom
of God" and resolve to put this desire
first in our lives in 1966.

Loughborough.—Our

young

people's

weekend (January 14th-16th)
was a
wonderful time of blessing and en
couragement. On the Friday night Bro.

P. Partington (Ince) gave a very fine
lesson on "The Christian's approach to
love, courtship and marriage." This was
followed by a period of discussion, in
groups.
On Saturday afternoon four
young brothers formed

a

forum

and

answered questions previously sent in by
young brethren. This was felt to be an
extremely useful session, and those who

This was a

message for the church.

Bro. David Dougall, our fii-st speaker,
took as his text Phil. 4:4, urging us to
"rejoice in the Lord" and as this first
day of a new year was looked upon as
a day of rejoicing, it can and should
continue every day in the life of the
Christian.

Bro. David reminded us that

Christians should be the happiest people
in the world and no matter what circum

stances we find ourselves in we should

always rejoice in the God of our sal
vation.

served presented much helpful teaching.
Saturday evening's meeting was on the
theme: "The Young Christian in the
Modern World."
Philip Hardy (Bir
mingham) : David Woodhouse (Kirkby);
Tom Hurcombe (Ince); and Douglas
Melling (Scholes, Wigan) spoke in turn
on the following subjects; "At Study";
"At Work": "In the Home"; "In the
Church." The material presented had

Bro. Alf Marsden, Wigan, posed the
question, "How do you Build?" and out
lined the experience of Nehemiah during
the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem,
We must stop and see the right way and

obviously been carefully prepared and

Let us be obedient to the word of God

gave much food for thought—to young
and old. On Lord's Day, Bro. Michael
Gaunt served in the church, and the
worship, study, praise and prayer were
truly a "mountain-top experience."
Providing food for those present on the

Saturday (well over 100 at the evening
meeting) was no small achievement, but
a group of young Christians made a
great job of this. Some thirty young
brethren stayed for the weekend, and as

always, our own sisters rose splendidly to
the occasion in providing hospitality.
Praise

God

for

blessing and help.

all

such

seasons

of

a. E. Winstanley

walk therein.

by brethren from churches in the Mid
lands and from further south. Brother

Philip

Partington

presided

and

ten-

minute addresses were given by three

the

and not be persuaded to do otherwise.

We were favoured with choir pieces
from the Wallacestone bi-ethren, male

voice pieces, solos and a duet by mem
bers of the Wallacestone, Slamannan,
Motherwell and Kirkcaldy churches
We look forward to a happy and pros
perous year in the work of the Lord.
H. Davidson.

iiEinEQai
Beulah Road,

Loughborough
(Oxford Street).—The
meeting of Evangelists held on Monday,
December I3th, 1965, was well attended

We must build on

rock, the true foimdation.
We, like
Nehemiah, will come up against opposi
tion, but if all brethren come together
and work together, God will be with us.

Kirkby-tn-Ashfield.—It is

with much sadness that we record the

passing of one of our older members,
Bro. Will Longden, on December 13th,
1965, at the age of 75 years. Bro. Long
den had been an active member of the

church at Beulah Road since its incep
tion and had been in Christ for nearly

Evangelists. Bro. F. Worgan spoke on
"Improving the Effectiveness of oixr Gos
pel Meetings": Bro. C. P. slate on "Every
Christian doing Evangelistic Work"; and
Bro. A. E. Winstanley on "Encourage

60 years. He had fulfilled the offices of

ment to Evangelise."

voice singing with ours in praise of his
Lord when he loved. Our sympathy is

There was also a

forum in which four brethren dealt with

questions on Evangelism. It was agreed
by all that this meeting did much to
strengthen fellowship and to encourage
U3 all to do more for the Master we
serve.

Slamannan

Tom Stones.

District.-The

New

Year

social gathering was held at Seafield on

January 1st, 1966, under the presidency
of Bro. John Wood, Dennyloanhead.

treasurer, deacon and elder of this con
gregation and carried out his duties with

zeal and faithfulness.

His love of sing

ing was evident and we shall miss his

with them who were near and dear to

him, and their comfort is in the hope
and trust of our Lord's promise that
one day we shall all meet Him and praise
Him throughout eternity.
Our brother was laid to rest on Decem

ber 15th.

The service at the meeting-

room and at the graveside were carried
out by Bro. Robert Macdonald.
T. Woodhouse

sqniPTy?iB i3TA?IDA^p
COMING

ince-in-Makerfield

EVENTS

(Wigan).—HoUd^iy

week-end special meetings April 8th11th, 1966.
Lectures, discussions, Gos
pel meetings, etc.
Accommodation
gladly provided for visitors.
These

special meetings will mark the begin
ning of a gospel mission to be con
ducted by Bro. O. P. Slate, of Wembley.
Meetings nightly from April 8th to
17th, 1966 (D.V.).

Aylesbury.—Gospel

FuUer details later.

Campaign,

April

17th-24th.
Preacher, Bro. W. N. Jack
son (Ipswich).
Meetings every even
ing.
All brethren who are able to

Ilkeston (Burns St.).—Gospel Effort,
April 9th to 23rd, 1966 (D.V.).
This effort will

include

the holiday

weekend, April 9th to 12th.

Preacher: A. E. Winstanley (Lough
borough) .
Tea; Saturday, April 9th at 4.15 p.m.
Times of meetings etc. in next issue.
Your prayers and presence and help

will be greatly appreciated.
Tunbridge Wells.—Anniversary weekend.
May 14th-15th, when the speakers will

be Bro. R. B. Scott (Kentish Town) and

come are invited to assist us in this

Bro. V. Hunter (Wembley).
Gospel Campaign, May 14th-22nd.
Preacher, Bro. V. Hunter (Wembley).

campaign.
Young People's Week-end, May 28th30th. Special programme on the Satur
day; a recreational programme on the

us to help in the spreading of the gospel
in this town. Please pray for the work

Monday.

Bible School, July 24th-August 7th.
Lectures and classes, Monday-Friday of
each week.
Further details of the above will be

given later.
Loughborough.—The church intends to
conduct an intensive CAMPAIGN FOB

CHRIST, the Lord willing', during the
period Saturday, March 5th to Lord's
Day, April 3rd, 1966. Preachers in this
campaign will be Donald Daugherty
(Paris), and Andrew Gardiper (Edin
burgh).
"Hie purpose of this notice is to beseach you brethren, to remember this
effort often in your prayers, that it might
bear fruit in the salvation of many souls.
We also urge any who can to make plans
to come and be with us, and to work
in the effort to extend the Kingdom of
Christ in Loughborough.
If you can come please let us know at
once.

Write to Mr. T. Stones, 34 Hole-

Full details later.

We urge all who are able to be with

here.

Information: D. L. Daniell, 38 Hopwood Gardens, Tunbridge Wells, Kent.
Tel. 23864.
EVANGELIST WANTED

The Churches in the siamannan
District desire to employ a second fulltime Gospel Preacher, and would like to
hear from any brother willing to labour
for the Lord in this area.
Any interested should write to Hugh
Davidson, 11 Rosslyn Avenue, East Kilbrlde, Glasgow.
WEDDING

On December 18th in the meeting
house of the church at Hamilton Street,
Blackburn, Bro. Joseph Layland, of
Scholes, Wigan, and Sis. Norma Pritt,
of Blackburn. Bro. John Pritt officiated.

"S.S." TREASgRER
Paul Jones, "Harmony," Wade Close,
Hill Ridwiare, Nr. Rtigeley, Staffs.
There is not a telephone number at
the momitnt but we will publish it as

field Avenue, Loughborough, Leicester
shire, England. Fuller details will be

soon

announced later.

install.

Tom Stones.

as

the

post

office

are able

to
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OBEDIENCE
THE importance which God places on obedience has never varied since he created
man, even down to this day. It cannot change because, He being a perfect God in
every sense, change is not possible. Change is only desirable when the imperfect
makes way for that which is nearer perfection. Otherwise change is purposeless and
retrograde. In the beginning, while obedience reigned perfection remained. We
read (Gen, 1:27) "So God created man in his own image."—the image of perfection.
Sin in the form of disobedience, gained entry into man's mind. Then, perfection
being rejected, man's fall was complete (Gen. 3:17.) "Because thou hast hearkened
(i.e. to the voice of thy wife) and hast eaten of the tree of which I commanded thee
saying, Thou shalt not eat of it; cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt
thou eat of it all the days of thy life". This stem admonition in the beginning, frees
our mind from doubt concerning the mind of God also, in respect to the importance
of obedience, which He places before his creation, man. Stress was placed on
obedience in the law given to Moses (Deut. 27:10): "Thou shalt therefore obey the
voice of the Lord thy God and do his commandments and his statutes, which I

command thee this day." Samuel had to tell Saul, "Hath the Lord as great delight
in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold to
obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams." (1 Sam. 15:22).
Rewards of Obedience

The Psalmist says (103:17-18) "But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to
everlasting, upon them that fear Him and his righteousness unto children's children,
to such as keep his covenant and to those that remember his eommandments to do
them."

The Psalmist is not content to leave us, he continues in the 20th verse to
further quality the excellency of His loving mercy to the obedient in heaven: "Bless

the Lord, ye his angels, that excel in strength, that do his commandments, hearken
ing unto the voice of His word"; (21): "Bless the Lord all ye his hosts; ye ministers
of his that do his pleasure"; (22): "Bless the Lord, all his works in all places of his
dominion: Bless the Lord, O my soul." Here David reminds us of the obedience of

angels, His creations and dominions which are obedient to His will, and lastly his
own soul. Did not David charge Solomon (1 Kings 2:2-4): "I go the way of all

the earth: be thou strong therefore and show thyself a man: and keep the charge
of the Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, to keep his statutes and his command

ments and his testimonies, as it is written in the law of Moses, that thou mayest
prosper in all that thou doest and whithersoever thou tumest thyself. That the
Lord may continue his word which he spake concerning me, saying. If thy
children take heed to their way, to walk before me in truth, with all their heart and
with all their soul, there shall not fail thee a man on the throne of Israel." While

Solomon was obedient God prospered him in every way. When he rejected God by
disobedience and obeyed his strange wives, worshipping their idols, he too had to be

punished. God told him the kingdom would be taken out of his son's hand, because
of his own apostasy.

Do we need any further proof of the stem disapproval of man's disobedience?
We recall the exemplary obedience of Abraham to whom God said (Gen. 22:18)
"And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed: because thou hast
obeyed my voice." We are now rejoicing in the realisation of the fulfilment of
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that promise. For we know Jesus has come and opened up the way, for all who are
willing to take the offer of admission into His kingdom. This blessing too is
obtained by obedience. We are in this present day and generation, the recipients of
this blessing, in the person of our Saviour.
Obedience to Christ

Pressing on we come to the gospel age and the words of that seed himself
Christ Jesus our Saviour, High Priest, King and great example, (John 14:15): "If

ye love me, keep my commandments. If a man love me he will keep my words: and
my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with
him." This is a short explanation of obedience, but a wonderful, detailed account
of what it implies, the favours it achieves, the great blessings attached thereto.
One must dwell a long time on these few words, before one can hope to grasp, the
significance which they embody. John further testifies to the obedience of Christ
to His Father (8:29): "And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left

me alone; for I do always those things that please him." How noteworthy that
obedience ever carries with it due reward.

Paul (Phil. 2:8-10) records Christ's

obedience to the extreme: "And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross: wherefore

God also hath highly exalted him and given him a name that is above every name.
That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in
earth, and things under the earth." Here again we are compelled to notice the
reward coupled with obedience, while we are not called up to go to the extremity
which our Lord accomplished. The great example and guidance remains unaltered.
It is the same Lord and King speaking through Paul (2 Cor. 2:9) "For to this end
also did I write, that I might know the proof of you, whether ye are obedient in all
things." What must we understand from Paul's words? That our proving will

consist of our obedience in its entirety, in all things, not just a few, sorted our per

haps for selfish consideration. Such entire obedience CJhrist shielded to God. So it
must be in our case—complete and undivided submission to God's will and

commands. Only this kind of obedience will be accepted, for our God is a jealous

God. When He gave a sacrifice on our behalf, it was the perfect sacrifice. When we

offer Him our obedience no partial divided obedience will avail, no fence-sitting, for
Paul says "in all things." Paul reaffirms this in 2 Cor. 10:5: "Casting down imagi

nations and every high thing that is exalted against the knowledge of God and

bringing every thought into subjection to the obedience of Christ." Not only words
and deeds, but the things preceding word or deed. Even our very thoughts are to

be in obedience to Christ; for all thought is the forerunner of word and deed.
Therefore when our thoughts are directed, so are our actions controlled and used in
accordance with that direction. Paul (Rom. 1:5) attributes to obedience to the

faith, the calling to apostleship. If so great a calling rested on the obedience of
these men, how can we discount the importance of our obedience to the will of the
master in all faith and works?
Love shown in Obedience

We have left the law given to Moses, with its limitations and penalties, being
under a better covenant, one of grace and love. It is only by returning this love, in

obedience to His commands that we prove our love to Christ and obtain the
blessings which follow our obedience. This we previously observed in John 14 We
also noted, in the beginning God said to Adam "because thou hast hearkened unto
the voice of thy wife." How then can we escape if we hearken to traditions of men

instead of to God's Word? If we think to ourselves we can escape due punishment

for disobedience, we deceive ourselves. Paul (Gal. 6:7) tells us "God is not

mocked." Yet man never tires of rebelUng against His perfect ways. Then stands

revealed the cause in its nakedness—disobedience. Just plain inexcusable rebellious
sm, man's own imagination, trymg to thwart the perfect wiU of his Creator and

b^efactor Man is not slow to bite the hand that feeds him, nor ever has been
(Deut. 6:11-12): When thou shalt have eaten and be full; then beware lest thou

forget the Lord." In plenty man ever forgets God.

Having taken a look at the disease it is natural that one inquiries into the
causes, when disobedience takes the place of obedience.

^
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Thirdly! Complacency prepares an open way for many of the evils which prevent
and oppose Godly obedience. By being complacent, diligent endeavour is ruled out
of the desire of the otherwise faithful and obedient child of God.

Lethargic

disinterest leads to disobedience to those commands.

Fourthly. Refusing to study what is the perfect will of the Master. Paul leaves
us in no doubt as to the need for study—in order that we apply the truth

correctly to ourselves, and ourselves to the truth (2 Tim. 2:5) and in the next
verse roundly condemning the vain babblings and traditions of men, which he
says increase imto more ungodliness. He writes to the Thessalonians (L 5:21).
"Prove all things; hold fast that which is good." One must study before being able
to prove any matter. In the 15th verse "See that none render evil for evil unto
any man, but ever follow that which is good both among yourselves and to all men."
Finally brethren let us love Him who gave himself for us, obeying Him in word
and in truth.

j, a. GREGORY.

ROMAN CATHOLICISM AND THE CLAIM
TO UNITY
THE writer has a twenty-lesson Correspondence Course put out by the Catholic
Enquiry Centre. Lesson No. 4 is entitled, "The Church is One and Catholic." It
refers to a "General Council" in A.D.325 (Nicea), convened to draw up "a short
formula on the main beliefs of the Chm*ch" and claims that they said, in effect,

"You can sum up the Catholic Church in four words." The first of these words,
they assert, is this: "It is One." This is explained thus: "The Church is One —
that it United and Unique."

Unity is Rare

They suggest the following illustration. Supposing that on some funda
mental issue there was imanimous agreement in the United Nations Assembly.
Supposing, say, that the Foreign Ministers of the United Kingdom, U.S.A., France,
Russia, Germany, Italy and Japan were all completely in accord. And supposing
—^just supposing, of course!—that this agreement on fundamentals could go on for
the next two thousand years. Well, of course, that would be impossible. I quote:
"To get agreement on important matters between men of different race, class,
colour and an agreement that will last seems quite impossible."
Then follows the claim that is Roman Catholicism's frequent boast: "Now the

extraordinary thii^g is that such an agreement has existed and does exist in the
Catholic Church." This alleged imity is made to sound really imposing: "For
nearly two thousand years you have had men of all sorts and kinds and classes
and nations agreed on a number of very important matters indeed... agreed on
their standtrds of conduct... agreed on the authority they should obey..."
A Fundamental Issue

So the world is asked to accept that the Roman Catholic body is the "One,
True Church" because of this complete, and continuing unity in faith and doctrine;
unity in all "fundamentals." Well, it is agreed by all that Marriage is a fundamental
issue—is the Roman Church agreed about this matter?
"The Daily Express" (5th January, 1966) published nine letters under the
heading, "When Protestant Weds Catholic." The paper had earlier printed a report
of such a wedding. One of its writers, Ann Leslie, had written an article critical
of the Roman Catholic Church, suggesting that this was compromise. The
correspondence was as a result of the article, and the letters are introduced with
the statement, "Blessed by a Protestant clergyman, a Catholic and Protestant marry
in a Catholic Church." The letters—both for and against—are revealing.
Disunity
The clearest possible evidence of disunity in the Roman Catholic Church is

seen in two of the letters published. Each is from a Roman Catholic "priest." Each
is in absolute opposition to the other.
1. For Mixed Marriage.
"Rev." Godric Young, O.F.M., of Forest Gate, London, writes:
"I wonder if Miss Leslie really thinks 'take it or leave' is the right attitude for

the Roman Catholic Church to bring to the modem world. Is it even really
Christian?

"Objective study, often leading to reappraisal and change, is demanded in many
departments of life today. Is this inconsistent with a spirit of deep faith? We
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share much more of the Christian faith with people of other Churches than we
once realised."

Clearly, this "priest" is for mixed married, and against Miss Leslie and other
Catholics who feel as she does.

2. Against Mixed Marriage.

"Rev." Bertram J. Sammons, of the Catholic Rectory, Wisbech, Cambs., writes:
"I wish to congratulate Miss Leslie and express my admiration for her article.
This is something that needed to be said.

"I don't think for one moment that she is 'in a minority.' I think the vast majority
of Catholics think exactly as she does, but they are too apathetic and bewildered
to say so." Just as clearly, this "priest" is against mixed marriage, and for Miss
Leslie and those Catholics who believe as she does.

But, in view of this deep division on a "fundamental issue" (and anyone who

knows the facts knows that this deep cleavage runs right through the whole
denomination) what of the much-vaimted claim to unity of doctrine? Be it noted
that these are not two of the so-called "laity," but two representatives of the
"clergy" — the undivided clergy!
Uncliangeability

It is often insisted by Roman Catholic apologists that an outstanding
characteristic of that body is its "unchangeability." In one of the letters published
—from a Roman Catholic—the word is used. The letter-writer speaks of "the
shocking slide down the slippery chute to chaos...a heretical-Catholic marriage
in a Catholic Church;" then continues, "This is deeply disheartening to many
thinking Catholics who valued the unchangeability of the Catholic Church."
The writer of that letter obviously begins to feel the difficulty involved in the

traditional Roman Catholic position—the claim to unity of faith and unchange
ability of practice. Any student of history knows that both are completely false,
but one wonders how the hierarchy will deal with situations such as this, likely
to become increasingly common, when "the priesthood" is in open and obvious
disagreement on fundamentals.
infallibility

On this particular point — infallibility — a statement of orthodox Roman

CathoUc doctrine is found in the C.E.C. Course No. 3 on "The Church." We are
told that "the Church is infallible." John 14:26 is quoted to show that Christ

oromised the apostles the special guidance of the Holy Spirit—of course every

tudent of the New Testament would assent to that. But they then assert that this
means that the Church can never go wrong in her teaching as to faith and
morals. With which every informed Bible student will heartily disagree. But more

If you a^k an informed Roman Catholic what he means when he says that the
the laity but to the clergy. That, he insists, is what the "priesthood" is for
oil the question of mixed man-iages which section of

.he pnesthood is infallible—and which isn't?

Christian Unity

so-called "Ecumenical Movement" many religious bodies seem to be

SeS?

^

"Protestant" representatives at the

CouncUofISreligious
one of many
which show
waywith
the Rome
wind
blows. T
Large numbers
people "straws"
seem convinced
that the
union
IS bound to come—and they are as eager for it as they are convinced about it

early-

The words of the late G. Y. Tickle spring to mind:

"The gospel banner lift on high-We'll plead with one accord.
For union, on this truth alone. That 'Jesus is the Lord;'
Then by our swift obedience prove His power to save and bless
That men may be constrained to love the Lord our righteousness."
A. E. WINSTANLEY.
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TRAINIMG FOR SERV8CE
VII: THE OLD AND NEW COVENANTS CONTRASTED

IT is truly said that the epistle to the Hebrews is an inspired commentary on the

book of Leviticus. The system of the Jewish priesthood tnd sacrifices as set out
in detail in Leviticus is difficult to understand read simply by itself. We know there

must be deep meaning in the elaborate details, but, without the New Covenant
scriptures we could only guess at their meaning and significance. Indeed, the
priests themselves could not have full understanding of what they did and said
in the worship and sacrifices. They could only dimly perceive what God was setting
forth, foreshadowing, in their services.

Apart from the N.T. the O.T. can be only imperfectly understood. Not only
is Hebrews a revelation of those things hidden in Leviticus, but much of the N.T.,

gospels and epistles, is an imveiling of things in the Old. Peter in his 1st epistle,
chapter 1, verses 10-12 writes, "The prophets who prophesied of the grace that
was to be yours searched and inquired about this salvation; they inquired what
person or time was indicated by the Spirit of Christ within them when predicting
the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glory. It was revealed... that they
were serving not themselves but you, in the things which have now been armounced
to you by those who preached the good news to you through the Holy Spirit...,
things into which angels long to look." On the way to Emmaus on the resurrection
day the two disciples were asked by the risen Christ, "Was it not necessary that
the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory? And beginning with
Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things
concerning himself" (Luke 24: 26,27).
And when the Ethiopian treasurer desired enlightenment upon the portion
of Isaiah's prophecy which he was reading, concerning the death of someone "led
like a lamb to the slaughter," Philip the evangelist "beginning with this scripture"
told him the good news of Jesus. Thus the true explanation of many otherwise
puzzling parts of O.T. scripture is to be found in Jesus Christ in the N.T.
We set out below a table showing from scripture the distinctions between
the Old Covenant and the New. It is significant that every reference is to the

N.T. This is necessarily so, for only the N.T. can reveal infallibly the real meaning
of the worship, priesthood, sacrifices and covenant set out in the Old. Under the

headings Old Covenant, New Covenant we tabulate the various points of the
system of the Jews, with their fulfilment as stated in the N.T.
Old Covenant

New Covenant

1 ITS MINISTRY "holy, just and good
(Rom. 7:12). Adequate for its purposes:
showed what sin is in God's sight,
and that we cannot be justified before God by carrying out Law. Not
saved by works of law.
2 PRIESTHOOD temporary; of men who
were themselves sinful; many priests.

1 A "better" covenant (Heb. 7:22; 8:6).
"Better" used in Heb. 12 times —
"better promises" etc.
Ministry
"much
more
excellent"
(Heb. 8:6).
2 Eternal priesthood (Heb. 7).

Divine; High Priest sinless Son of
God.

3 SACRIFICES blood of animals; offered

One Priest (1 Tim. 2:5; Heb. 10:12).
3 Blood of perfect Son of God. "without

often (Heb. 10:11) could not take
away sin (Heb. 10:3; 8:7).

blemish or spot" (Heb. 9:12-14)
Offered once for all (Heb. 10:10, 12).
Cleanses conscience, "frown all un
righteousness" (Heb. 9:14; 1 John
1:9).

4 IMPERFECT.

4 Perfect (Heb.7:19; 9:9, 11; 10:1; 11:40

5 WRITTEN CODE; carved in letters on
stone.

5 Laws in minds and hearts (Heb. 8-10
fulfilling Jer. 31:33; 2 Cor. 3:3).

6 DISPENSATION OP DEATH, of con-

6 Dispensation of life and righteousness

demnation (2 Corinthians 3:9).
7 SHADOWS, FIGURES, showing forth
that which was to come.
8 GLORY OP GOD, veiled (2Corinthians 3:12-16).

(2 Cor. 3:6; 2Cor. 3:9).
7 Heavenly things (Heb. 9:23 and whole
chapter).
8 Revealed (2 Cor. 3:17, 18; 2 Cor. 4-0•
John 1:14; 14:9).

9 ABOLISHED (Heb. 10:9).

9 Established (Heb.
(Heb. 13:20).

10:9);

everlasting
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Read 2 Corinthians 3: 7-9

^.Q
Covenant
the Old Is of
summed
up in 2 Corinthians
3.9:11.
For If there was splendour
in the to
dispensation
condemnation,
the dispen
sation of righteousn^s must far exceed it in splendour. Indeed in this case what
once has splendour has come to have no splendour at all, because of the splendour

JSit

spTendVur/^^

P»™anent

QUESTIONS

1. What is meant in referring to the Covenants by "the letter of the law?"
as though the "spirit of the law" is greater than

intended

'

^ Corinthians 3 that no such meaning is

NEXT MONTH'S STUDY; THE DISPENSATIONS OP SCRIPTURE

PREACHINa CHRIST
"FOR the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness: but unto us

which are saved, it is the power of God." ". .. Whom we preach, warning every man,
nhvicf

wisdom:
we may
presenttoevery
man perfect
in
labour, that
striving
according
his working,
which
nrt he commanded us to preach unto
ceased
to teach
preach
And
thenot
people
and toand
testify
that Jesus
it is heChrist."
which

wa^ ordamed of God to be the Judge of quick aSd dead." 'They ceased n^t toTeS
^

KthS."

Jesus Christ." "This Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ." "We

Philip went down to Samaria and preacSchr^?

We l^ve deliberately omitted the locations of the scriptures quoted in the first
casual reader of the Bible can recognize them as quotations

fiom the Bible, and any preacher who may read them should know where thev are
And, knowing them as we do, it is remarkable to the point of being wonderfSf hJw
they are obviously ignored in so much of the preaching which we do.
Knowing Only Christ Crucified

Paul wrote to the Corinthians. "For I determined not to know
hwh w among you. save Jesus Christ, and him crucified," he, as evidently intended

Amirf

Spirit, Ipd down a good rule for practice by all who pretend to preach

tlins on th^^Vxt":

Testament), makes the following observa;

"This should be the resolution of every minLster of the gosnel This is hi«s
*^0 engage in the strifes and controversies of men: it is not to be

a good farmei, or scholar merely: not to be a man of taste and philosophy and

ni metaphysician,
^
of crucified
manners; the
notgrand
to be object
a profound
or
but to refinement
make Christ
of hisphilosopher
attenHon

and seek always and everywhere to make him known.

*

''?®. In this
to be
anywhere
the world
humbling
ChristphTS
was
ci-ucified.
he ashamed
is to glory.
Thoughof the
maydoctrine
riSe-that
thouS
sophers ^ay sneer: though the rich and gay may deride it- yet this is to be Oip

SSaLd 'oTit.°'

and in no'^socLty is he^t^

It matters not what the amusements of society around him* what fipidc nf

science, of gain, or ambition are open to him th^ministS of rhvS^=
fifif
alone. If he cultivates science, is to be that he may more
of art aSd^ofTw
becomes
works
taste, it IS that he may more successfully
showfamiliar
to thosewith
whothe
cultivatp
them the superior beauty and excellency of the cross. If he studies thp nifms nnn

employments of men, it is that he mly more sScce^fiSy S^t them^
plans, and more successfully speak to them of the grel^pZ o?7edempto "
The preaching of the cross is the only kind of preaching that will bp
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^ing which philosophy and human reason have not. Christ is God's great ordinance
for the salvation of the world; and we meet the crimes and alleviate the woes of

the world just in proportion as we hold the cross up as appointed to overcome the
one and to pour the balm of consolation onto the other.
Products from Preaching Christ
On the day of Pentecost, the apostle Peter, by divinely inspired reasoning,
concluded, "Therefore, let all the house of Israel know assiwedly that God hath
made that same Jesus whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ." Christ had
been preached, and by that preaching men were convinced that he was the
crucified and resxurrected Son of God. On the basis of that conviction, about three
thousand of them immediately repented and were baptized for the remission of their
sins. But that was not the end of their actions which the preaching of Christ
produced.

Without years of patient instruction in the virtue of joy in the heart of the
Christian and without a lectui-eship on the theme, "The Joy of the Christian,"
those people were supremely happy. Why? Not because they were convinced by
the teaching of Jesus, but because they were convinced of the person of Jesus—who
he was and what he was.

Without a "Unity Meeting" or an "Exploration of the Areas of Agreement and
Disagreement," those people were of one heart and one soul. On what basis? On

the basis of the wholehearted and unanimous agreement that Jesus was the Christ,
the Son of the living God.

Without cajolery, flattery, overpraise or even threatenings; and without a series

of studies on "The Necesaity of Church Attendance," those people "continued daily
in the temple." Why? Because they were convinced that Jesus Christ had died

for their sins and such action would be one of the least of their expressions of
gratitude.

Long before those people had time or opportunity to hear or see any disquisitions
on "The Christian and Prayer," "The Prayer Life or a Disciple," "The Subjective
Influence of Prayer" or any other of hundreds of finely drawn distinctions concern
ing prayer, they "lifted up their voice to God with one accord." Prayer, to them,
was one of the most natural of all impulses to proceed from a full and complete
conviction that Jesus Christ was the crucified and resurrected Son of God.
Many preachers, though most confess that it is done with some distaste and

do so apologetically, are forced by conscience to preach occasionally on "The
Giving of Our Means." We have a "series" of six or seven lessons on the subject
which we present to congregations occasionally (without much teling effect). But,
even as we do so, we never fail to wonder if perhaps we are hoeing from the wrong
end of a long row. Those first Christians, the products of the "preaching of Christ"
on Pentecost, without being favoured with a series of lessons like mine, released title
to all of their worldly possessions for the sake of the cause of him who had been
preached to them. They believed!

With the apostles spending most of their time defending their faith before the
rulers of the people and other unbelievers, there was no time for a series of seminar

studies on "How to do Mission Work," "Co-operating for Missions," or "How to do

Personal Work." They simply went "everywhere preaching the word," and Philip
went down to Samaria and "preached Christ." They had a faith in Christ that
could not be quieted and a zeal that could not be stilled.

Nothing in the foregoing is intended to depreciate any preaching on any Bible
subject or any matter of faith to any disciple of Jesus Christ. But it is intended

to be a demonstration of what we believe to be a fundamental truth: namely, that
people are not going to be affected to any depth by what Jesus taught or caused to
be taught until and unless they believe in Jesus himself. And when they have

believed with all of the heart that Jesus Christ is in reality the Son of God, some
of the natural products of that faith will be obedience, joy, unity, zeal, prayer
worship, liberality and an overwhelming desire to preach Christ to others.

Tho whole family in heaven and earth. Eph. 3:15.

Om- union with Christ has become the dominant experience of our lives ; and
because we share Him together, distinctions of race and rank are utterly eclipsed.
And the more we experience ovu: unity with Christ, the more we experience our
oneness with each other.
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ments. Pride in human traditions with [

no divine authority still stands right!
in the way of real unity—and union 1
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otherwise is a hollow mockery. Even
the "Restoration Movement" is dogged

with pride in men, organisations, etc.,
none of which can be justified. What
have
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6—Job 1:6-22

Luke 22:24-38

13—1 Kings 19,1-18

gg-es: zz

20—Daniel 7:1-18

Luke 22:54-71

27—Psalm 22:1-11

Luke 23:1-25

(Amos 9:9)

"I WILL sift the house of Israel among
all the nations, like as corn is sifted

in a sieve, yet shall not the least grain
fall upon the ground."
Saviour's

mind

was

saturated

with Scripture. He had the mind of
the Spirit of God through whose power
it was written, so we can hardly avoid
seeing in Luke 22:31 a reflection of
God's word by Amos. Besides, the con

templation of Jerusalem by Jesus, a
town so physically beautiful, would
rouse feelings about its fate—a fate due
to its profound spiritual darkness, its
ugly atmosphere of betrayal, conspiracy
and hate. The threats of a just God
written so accurately centuries before
were so soon to be carried out.

The recurring outcrop of human sel
fishness and ambition followed imme

diately upon the warning of betrayal
(Luke 21:21-23). It came like sacrilege
into that last sacred earthly meal and
talk. They certainly knew a crisis was

at hand, but each disciple wanted to be
superior to his fellows. Do we think this
strange? We are often guilty of the
same, unconsciously perhaps. Gently,
firmly and wisely Jesus rebukes them
again and teaches His frequent lesson.
He is giving always, and this time men
tions His own example of unremitting
service.

We see in 22:27 a reference to

the service He had rendered in washing
their feet

(John 13) but of course

He

was always serving them in other ways
as they stayed and journeyed together.
The

(22:25)

word

rendered

"benefactor"

was often inscribed

bearing the image of rulers.

on

restored?

divisions!

The

lesson is still very much
If the Saviour's question,

"When the Son of Man cometh, shall He
find THE faith on the earth?" is affirma

tively answered, it will probably not be
where we think but in all sorts of odd

corners unsuspected.

SIFTED BUT NOT LOST

Our

we

Saviour's
needed.

coins

It would

We trust the disciples were abashed
and ashamed, and it seems so from the
further words of Jesus—words of kind

praise and gratitude. They had con
tinued with Him through the days of
withdrawal and now of bitter antagonism
—they were in fact with Him because
they had decided to "go, that we may
die with Him" (John 11:16).

But they

need not worry about position. The
Father's kingdom was theirs (Matt.
5:3-16). They are to be the arbiters of
their nation's fate—and a wider domain

besides, the Gentile world.
However,
they are all to be shaken, shaken to the
"roots" of their being. Satan had per
mission to

do

this.

Please

note

the

pliu-al "you" in verse 31 and the singular
pronouns in the following verse—or read
Phillips' translation, which brings out
the points in mind.
It is hard for us—if it is possible at
all—to realise what the judgment, cruci
fixion and burial of Jesus meant to these

simple-minded, sincere and affectionate
men. It was these qualities which quali
fied them, and they did not have the

handicap of "higher" education. Here
they were, faithful to Jesus without
understanding that there was to be a
glorious victory beyond the trial, and
now to be plunged into the depths of
despair. Their outstanding representa
tive, Peter, was to bear the biggest blow,
enough to knock the strongest out com
pletely. Hence surely the prayer, so
earnestly made by Jesus, and so fully
answered by the complete humiliation
and deepest repentance of Peter. They
were all shaken and their faith eclipsed.
Peter followed afar off after striking the
blow for which he was rebuked.

John

be well known to the disciples, and they
knew how seldom it really meant any

followed, apparently sheltered by some
kind of private acquaintance at the High

thing good. How very far from this was
His lordship over them. How very far
from this must be their standing before

into temptation. More prayer at the
Saviour's request might have saved him

one another and before men.

from this (23:40 & 46).

Ambition

for the highest places in Christ's king
dom must be: to become great—be a
servant: to become first—be a slave
(Matt.20:26&27). However they must
not want the titles "Rabbi," "Father" or
"Master" (Read Matt. 23:1-12). Such an
attitude forbids the struggle for mastery,

which has soiled so often the pages of

nominally

Christian

religious

move-

Priest's house,

Peter's interest led him

Here his boast

of faithfulness was forgotten—^"let him
that thinketh he standeth, take heed
lest he fall" (1 Cor. 10.22), and alas! his
personal safety had priority.
A glance from the prisoner (22:61)
brought to mind Peter's fearful weak
ness, and what he suffered in remorse
and repentance we cannot tell—until the
joyful news came "He is risen" and the
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risen Saviour granted him a personal

(Mark 16:16).

visit (Luke 24:34).

Peter's love and his

one way to find out if one can be saved

shattei-ed faith were fully restored. Then

without baptism: Die and try it! But
what if Chi'ist will not "cut the price"?
I'c will be too late, and too bad.—Selected.
Stepping heavenward is simply follow
ing the plain path of duty, which always

came home to him the Saviour's assur

ance of His prayer, and the instruction
"When
thou
hast turned
again,
! strengthen thy brethren" (22:32). Again
in that interview by the lake we have
Peter's duty put before him
His letters

reflect

leads upwards.—Selected.
CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN
FORMER YEARS

his

appreciation of divine instruction, per
haps particularly 1 Peter 5:3 and 2 Peter
1:12-14, which please read.
R. B. SCOTT.

LOVE—FIRST PRIORITY

(With apologies to Bro. Harold Baines)
READING the two articles under the

above heading in the "S.S." has induced
me to write of events in my own ex

perience

Surely it is proof of the utter fall of
man, that though we have been redeemed
by the precious blood of Christ, and we

realise something of the tremendousness
of the sacrifice and the cost of our re
demption, yet so often we do not love

Him and we do not put Him first, and
we do not seek fellowship with Him, and
walking with Him as the first priority.
L. P. E. Wilkinson.

A STORY WITH A MORAL

A MAN is employed to sell clothing. The
goods are plainly marked and, of course,
belong to the merchant—not to the
clerk.
A customer asks the clerk for a reduc

tion in price, and the clerk grants it.
Later, the clerk is called in by the mer
chant, who says, "You sold a suit to a
customer for a price lower than the
marked price?"
"Yes, sir," replies the clerk.
"Whose goods are these"? asks the
merchant.

which

link

up

most

unex

pectedly with Bro. Baines' contribution.
My father, Joseph Barker, came to.

Heanoi*, Derbyshire, as a yoimg man-ied
man, shortly after I was bom. Most of
my younger days and school holidays
were spent with my grandparents in
Loughborough.
The church, as I recall it, was then very
much of a family affair, being comprised
of three large families, much ielated by
marriage and church ties. There were

the Pritchards, Cartwrights and Barkers,
with their husbands and wives, sons £ind
daughters.
William Cartwright — I
should think the most intelligent and
best read of the older people—was in
terested all the time, I remember, in
the church and in social matters, be
coming the first Labour councillor to be
elected mayor of a very ancient borough.
Not of interest to many of our mem
bers today, but he was of great
service to the Loughborough community.
However, none of this would have ap
peared had it not been for a comment
by Bro. Baines about a book he saw and
handled(?) and from which he had drawn

information: concerning

"Yours," says the clerk.
"Were

really only

threefold

"Feed my lambs, feed my sheep (John
21:15,16 & 17).

So there is

they

plainly

marked"?

con

tinues the owner.

"Yes," replies the clerk.
"Your part, then," says the merchant,
"is to sell my merchandise at my price.

tween

Robert

Owen

a
and

debate

be

Alexander

Campbell.
We had a copy of that book in
our home when my father died. His

longs to Christ. He purchased it with
His own blood. The terms are plain.
The preacher is just a clerk in the store.
He offers the merchandise (the gospel)
at ^ marked price (conditional). If the
customer (sinner) will accept, it be

interest lay in the two combatants;
Owen, as the inaugvirator of the now
great Co-operative Movement and Camp
bell as a great leader of the Churches
of Christ, with which community my
father was associated from early man
hood, his mother and many members of
a very large family being in my young
members of the Loughborough church.
The book referred to, I struggled to
read, at what age I cannot recall. Nor
can I remember much about it. Except

comes a matter between the sinner and
Christ. If Christ desires to save a man

very well, and is worth telling.

If I want to give it away—that's my
business, but you are not authorised to
do so.

There is a

moral here: Salvation be

without obeying the gospel terms, that
is His (Christ's) business—not that of
the preacher.

People frequently ask, "Can one be
saved without being baptised?"
We
know what the Bible says: "He that believeth and is baptised shall be saved"

for one incident—which is remembered
In

the

course

of

the

debate

Owen

quoted the last words of Christ to His
disciples, as written by Mark. "Go ye into
all the world, and preach the gosijel to
every creature. He that believeth and is
baptised shall be saved; but he that be
lieveth not shall be damned."

Owen de-
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dared those words to be unjust. You
cannot condemn a man because he does
not believe what you say. That state
ment rang true to me—and it is perhaps
the reason why it is remembered, when
so much else is forgotten. I can see myself waiting for Campbell's answer. He

NEWS

FROM

THECHURGHES

agreed that a man cannot be condemned

Aylssbury.—On Monday, 31st January,

for unbelief; but he said a man can and

a special meeting was held here on the
general theme of "Evangelism."
The
subject was introduced by Brethi-en A.
E. Winstanley (Loughborough), and V.
Hunter (Wembley).
Bro. R. A. Hill
(Liverpool) was the chairman. This
was followed by a panel discussion, with
Brethren I. Burgin. L. Channing, L.
Crouch, R. Limb, P. Slate and P. Wor

should be willing to believe. It is unwill
ingness to believe which brings condem
nation.

That is the perfect answer.
W. BARKER.

Dear Bro. Melling.—In the November
issue of the "S.S.," I made the statement
concerning the cups:—
"It is by necessary inference we know
that it contained the fruit of the vine.
Nowhere in the New Testament does it

say that it was or could be grape-juice.
This should be noted by brethren.

The

grape-vine is not common in every
country. Some cHmates are unsuitable
for its cultivation, but they can grow
other vines such as Bi'other Worgan

mentions, 'black-currant.' etc. Therefore
black-currant or similar fulfils the con
dition."

Since writing the above, a good brother

in England has wi-itten to me question
ing my statement on the use of black
currant wine on the Lord's table.

He

seems to have more knowledge of botany
than myself. I therefore made enquiries
fi-om the Dept. of Agriculture and also
from the Dept. of Scientific Industrial
Research (Plaiit Diseases Division). They
advise me that the black-currant plant
is a bush and NOT a vine.

It is there

fore a mistake to use black-currant wine
on the Lord's table.

Personally. I am neither a gardener
nor a botanist and having knowledge
that black-currant wine had been used
by some brethren aforetime, I had taken
it for granted as being lawful.
This connection does not,

of

course,

alter the point I had made that
"Nowhere in the New Testament does it
say that it was or should be grape-juice.
This should be noted by brethren. The
grape-vine is not common in every
country. Some climates are unsuitable
for its cultivation, but they can grow

gan constituting the panel. Some very
thoughtful questions were submitted and
a very interesting and profitable discus
sion was held.

We not only thank the

evangelists who were present, but all
the brethren from other churches who

supported the meeting.

L. Channing.

Blackburn, Hamilton Street—We

joice that another precious soul
been saved for the Master.

re

has

On Lord's

Dav, January 16th. Lynn Walton, one of
our Sunday School scholars, upon her
confession of faith in Jesus Christ was

baptised into her Lord. She was received
into the fellowship of the church on
Lord's Day. January 23rd. We pray that

though she be young in years her life
shall be given in service to Him who

cave His life for her, and that she will
be kept faithful to the end. To God be
the glory.
Jim Pritt.
Blackburn {Mill Hill).—The church
rejoices in further proof of the power
of the gospel. Mrs. and Miss Cunlifle
expressed their desire to obey the teach
ing of God's word and upon the con
fession of their faith were immersed into
the name of Jesus and added to the

Lord's people here.

We greatly appre
ciate the help and co-operation so
kindly given by the church at Ince. Our
earnest prayer is that our two sisters will
assist us in the Lord's work in this part
of His vinevard, as they remain faithful
to "the faith once for all delivered to the
saints."

WEMMM

other vines. . . . "

Of

course

in

these

modern

times,

grape-juice is easily obtained in any land.
This has been made possible by up-todate methods of preserving, packaging
and transportation.
SAM WILSON.

76 Daventry Street, Waterview, Auck
land, S.W.3, New Zealand.

Brother

James Brown,

formerly

of

Edinburgh and Dunfermline. and lat
terly of Kenihvorth. Wai'wickshire. died
in Maidstone, Kent, on January 27th.

aged 68 years.
The funeral was at
Maidstone, on January 29th, the writer
officiating. Our brother was taken ill
suddenly on January 24th, on the even

ing of the day he aiTived in Maidstone
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a severe stroke, and never regained con

will be by Britannia aircraft, from Gatwick Airport, London. Only first-class

sciousness.

hotels will be booked.

(for a stay of a few weeks.

He suffered

Brother Brown was a quiet, unassum

ing disciple. He was not one who "en
gaged in public work," but his faith
fulness to Christ spoke volumes to all
who really knew him. The writer is just
one of many who can testify to the fact
that he preached through practical acts
of helpfulness, kindness and love—and
testify also that though he never
"preached from a platform" he was well
able to "give an answer . . . for the
hope" he had in Christ. "Happy are the
dead who die in the Lord . . . for they
rest from their labours and their works
do follow them."

The unexpectedness of his illness and
death greatly shocked our sister, but she
was greatly helped by the love of her
family, and the assurance of the loving
prayers of her brethren. We commend
her, and her loved ones, to the grace and
comfort of our father in heaven.

A. E. Winstanley.
Birmingham:
Summsr
Lane).—On
Thursday, 23rd December, 1965, Sister
Lottie Smith was laid to rest.

She had

attained the great age of ninety-two,
and had been a very faithful worker until
old age robbed her of her opportunities.
She is sadly missed by the sisters of the
Women's Meeting where she had been
a very active committee member. We
remember her family with sympathy, and
know that they can look back on her
life as one well spent.
P.J.
llkeston,—It is with deep regret that
wo report the passing of Sister Ethel
Brown, who fell asleep on January 10th,
at the age of 69 years.
She had not been in good health for
a lonfif time, but her death was not ex
pected so suddenly. She was a fine
Christian in every respect, always will
ing to help and supnort those in need,
especially the sick. It was a pleasure to
visit her home where cheerfulness and
love were shown. She was a sister of
great charm.

Our deepest sympathy is for her hus
band, left to mourn her loss. We com
mend him to the care and comfort of

our heavenly father, who alone is able
to succour and console.
The
Markeaton

service was at the

funeral
Crema

torium, Derby, conducted by the writer.
PG.

PALESTINE TOUR

In response to a number of requests,
a tour of Palestine is being organised.
The tour will be for 15 days: either May

3rd-18th or May 12th-27th, whichever is
the more convenient for the majority
of the members of the party. Travel

The tour will in

clude visits to most of the major sites
in Jordan and Israel, and will be by
private cars in Jordan and by coach in
Israel.
The charge, inclusive of air
travel and hotels will be 112 guineas.
There will be three optional extras, in
cluding a visit to Petra. No other ex

pense will be inciUTed except a small
charge for visas, and of course personal
spending. Will those interested please

write as soon

as

possible,

indicating

which of the two periods they would
prefer, to: L. H. Channing, 10 Mandeville Road, Aylesbury, Bucks.
AN APPEAL FROM TUNBRIDGE
WELLS

Dear brethren.—Our new meetingplace was opened on May 15th, 1964,
but there were still several jobs to be
completed. Two of these jobs still wait
to be done. They are the provision of
a car park, and boundary wall.

Every

six months since the building was com
pleted the local council has written con
cerning the car park (not a luxury, but
a condition of building permission). A
recent estimate shows that a car park
can be provided for £200.
Th econgregation here is aware of its
own responsibilities in this matter, but
feels that with its existing loans it can
not undertake any more financial com

mitments yet.

Neither do we forget the

splendid help received in the past, for
which we give thanks to those who con
tributed, and glory to God who enabled
it.

It is for this reason we feel we must

appeal to our brethren in other places
for help in this matter. If you are
able to help in this matter please write
or send to: Derek L. Daniell, 38 Hopwood
Gardens, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Yours
for the church. D. L. Daniell.
HYMN BOOKS

THE sum of £315 is still owing to the
Evangelistic Fund, of which Bro. Robert
Macdonald is treasurer.

Prom this fund

money was advanced in 1957 to pay for
the printing of the books. Prom sale
of the books all but the sum outstanding
has been repaid.

Bro. Fred Hardy, who has been respon
sible for distributing the books, reports
that 1,400 copies of the cloth edition are
still available.

These are offered to the
churches, to clear off the debt, for 4/9
each, plus cost of carriage. This appeal
is made to show our gratitude to Bro.
Macdonald, and the brethren responsible
for administering the Evangelistic Fund,

by repaying the amoimt still owing, in
purchasing the remaining hymn books.
Inquiries and orders to Fred Hardy,
"Windyridge," 73A Bridge Street, Morley, Yorks. Tel. Morley 3255.
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COMING

17th-24th.

llkeston:

EVENTS

Aylesbury.—Gospel

Campaign,

Preacher, Bro. W. N.

assist

us

in

—

Gospel

Jack

include the holiday week-end April 9th
to 12th. Saturday, April 9th: Tea at
4.15 p.m. Evening: 6 p.m. Gospel Ser
vice. Meetings will be held on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays. All weeknights at 7.30 p.m. Saturdays and Sun
days at 6 p.m.

this

campaign.
Young People's Week-end, May 28th30th. Special programme on the Satur
day; a recreational programme
Monday.

Street.

Effort, April 9th to 23rd, 1966. This will;

son (Ipswich). Meetings every even
ing.
All brethren who are able to
come are invited to

Burns

April

on the

Bible School, July 24th-August 7th.
Lectures and classes, Monday-Friday of
each week.
Further details of the above will be

given later.

ince-in-Makerfield (Lanes.). — Special
Gospel Effort: Friday, 8th April to Sun
day, 17th April, 1966. Meetings nightly
at 7.30 p.m. Preacher; Bro. C. P. Slate,
of Wembley.

Holiday Weekend Programme:—
Friday, 8th April; 2.30 p.m. Questions
Answered Session; 4.30 p.m. Tea; 7.30
p.m. Gospel Meeting.

Saturday, 9th April: 10 a.m. "The In
spiration of the Bible." Talk by Bro.
Frank Worgan; 12 noon Lunch; 2.30 p.m.
Panel of brethren to answer questions
and discuss the morning's talk; 4.30 p.m.
Tea; 7.30 p.m. Gospel Meeting.
Sunday, 10th April: 10.30 a.m. Bible
Classes; 11.30 a.m. Breaking of Bread;
7.30 p.m. Gospel Meeting.
Monday, 11th April: 10 a.m. "Being a
Christian in 1966." Talk by Bro. G.
Lodge; 12 noon Lunch; 2.30 p.m. Panel
of brethren to answer questions and dis

cuss the morning's talk; 4.30 p.m. Tea;

Preacher for the mission, Bro. A. E.
Winstanley (Loughborough),
Your presence and prayers will be
greatly appreciated.

Dewsbury.—Special
Whit
Weekend
Meetings in conjunction with a Mission
to be conducted by Bro. Frank Worgan,
May 28th to June 5th.

Loughborough.—The church intends to
conduct an intensive CAMPAIGN FOR

CHRIST, the Lord willing, during the
period Saturday, March 5th to Lord's
Day, April 3rd, 1966. Preachers in this
campaign will be Donald Daugherty
(Paris), and Andrew Gardiner (Edin
burgh).
The purpose of this notice is to be

seech you brethren, to remember this

effort often in your prayers, that it might
bear fruit in the salvation of many souls.
We also urge any who can to make plans
to come and be with us, and to work
in the effort to extend the Kingdom of
Christ in Loughborough.

If you can come please let us know at
once.

Write to Mr. T. Stones, 34 Hole-

field Avenue, Loughborough, Leicester
shire, England. Fuller details will be
announced later.

Tom Stones.

7.30 p.m. Gospel Meeting.
Accommodation gladly provided for all
who wish to spend the weekend with us.
Write, at once, giving details, to Bro.

Barrie Sharpe and family,

Brian Stevens, 2 Wigan Road. Ormskirk,

Road, Loughborough, Leics.

Change

of

Address.—Bro.

and
31
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Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it waf in the beginning.
VOL. 33.

No. «.

AUGUST, 1966

WE remember oiir earliest days of education, some 50 years ago, in what was
then known as "elementary school." We had a headmaster who was a kind but
firm disciplinarian. We would call him today "one of the old school." The dear old
man is still living, and must be some 95 years old. At his school his own. son

and daughter were being educated. Naturally we took for granted that he would
shew a certain amount of what we termed *favouritism" to his own children, and

would not treat them with the same severity and punishment for any wrong-doing
as he did the other children (those were the days of "stick" or "cane!") We would
grant that it was natural that the head should show preferential treatment toward
his own.

But not a bit of it! Indeed, the head seemed to eiT on the other side, for he

exercised discipline upon his son and daughter even more firmly than upon the
rest of us. The standards he set for the school must be maintained and even
exceeded by his own children. He did not expect from other children what he did
not demand from his own.

We see the same attitude from time to time today. We know a businessman
whose son is following his father in the business, but who is treated in the same
way as and has no other privileges than any other emoloyees In the business. We
remember that when our present Queen sent her eldest son Charles, Prince of
Wales to schools in Gordcnstoun and at Treetops in Australia it was on the
understanding that he be subject to the same rigorous treatment as evei*y other
member of the schools.
God sent His Son

In Matthew 21:33-44 we have what we name "The Parable of the Wicked
Husbandmen" told by Jesus to the religious leaders of His time. It is worth our

while to read it. The owner cf a vineyard had left it in charge of his tenants
(husbandmen). Prom time to time he sent servants to collect the fruits of the
ymeyard. But the tenants had been unworthy of their trust and responsibility they

knew that they were not producing the fruit their Lord had a right to expect. So
Uiey ill-treated the servants, the messengers, stoning some and killing others
Pmally the master sent his son, although knowing the fearful peril he would be

in, and the awful consequences that might follow. Yet the Lord did not hesitate
nor the son draw back from visiting his father's estate. On at least two occasions

m tlie past four years the Queen of this country has been thought to be in danger
4.1 mcst elaborate
certain preparations
of her domains.
been
only
alter the
andParliament
assuranceshas
have
theconcerned
governingand
oowers
allowed the visits to take place —only when the t^ueen's safety could be guaranteed
almost beyond a peradventure. Yet in this parable we read of no special precau
tions bemg taken for the safety of the Lord's son, no preferential treatment bein''
given over the treatment of the Lord's servants.

have
brought SS-h
forth ^e fiuits. The meaning of the parable is too clear for any exncsition

W.
we

messengerrS
prophets"
read m Old Testament and New how they were treated.
It is summed
up in

Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning.
VOL. 33.

SEPTEMBER, 1966

No. 9.

IN last month's editorial we tried to stress the fact that God gave to us Jesus
Christ His Son to accept or reject as Saviour and Lord. In this article we shall
try to show the vital consequences of our choice, throughout eternity.
God's Vengeance

In Isaiah 61:1-2 the prophet utters what Henry Drummond has termed "The

Programme of Christianity." Whether this be what the prophet intended we can
not say. But the meaning of the great statement is made clear by Jesus Himself
and we can have no dbubt, therefore, as to the exposition. Luke 4:16-21 tells how

Jesus read this passage from the roll of the scriptures in the synagogue of His
home town of Nazareth. It is most interesting to compare what Jesus read, as
written in Luke 4, with the prophecy as recorded in Isaiah 61. You will notice
that the words "and the day of vengeance of our God" are contained in Isaiah's
prophecy, but are omitted in the reading of Jesus: Jesus ends with the words "To

proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord." Immediately following that sentence
Luke tells us that "He closed the book and gave it back to the attendant." The

words "the acceptable year of the Loi-d" marked the end of the prophecy which
was relevant, which applied to, those hearers at Nazareth in Christ's day.
Jesus then began to show the meaning of this scripture, and got at once to
the heart of the matter in His opening words: "Today this scripture has been ful
filled in your hearing." All that Isaiah had prophesied in that passage Jesus had
read came to pass in Christ's ministry among the people. If Jesus had read Isaiah's
continuing words about "the day of vengeance of our God" He would not with
truth have been able to say "Today this scripture has been fulfilled." Surely that
is the reason for His omission of the words. Surely Jesus did not end the passage
where He did accidentally, or because He had come to the end of the selected read
ing for that sabbath day. Surely there was intent in the omission.
That the passage was Messianic, prophesying of the coming Messiah, was
taught by all the Jewish rabbis and accepted by all the people. The people of
Nazareth that day understood perfectly well, therefore, that when He said "Today
this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing" Jesus of Nazareth was saying He was
the Messiah. The works He had done and was doing, the teaching He had given
and was giving, fulfilled the mission prophesied by Isaiah and stamped Him as
Messiah. Messiah's coming was to minister as Isaiah had foretold. But Jesus
omitted that portion which spoke of the Messiah declaring "the day of vengeance
of our God" because He had not yet come to bring in that day, and therefore that
scripture was not yet fulfilled in their ears.
But so surely as Isaiah uttered the words, so surely shall they come to pass.
So surely as the former portion of Isaiah's prophecy was fulfilled, so surely will
this latter portion. The part of the prophecy remaining to be fulfilled is the
visitation of God's vengeance. His wrath upon those who, in spite of all God has
done and still does through His Son Jesus Christ, still reject or ignore "God's offer
of mercy." Do you remember how Jesus pointed out the lack of understanding of
the two disciples from Efinmaus when He said, "Q foolish men and slow of heart
to believe all that the prophets have spoken!"? All they have spoken. Not a little

98

SCRIPTURB STANDARD

here and a little there; not what pleases us and conforms with "the modern mind";
but all. And all this prophecy In Isaiah 61 will be fulfilled. "The day of vengeance"
is still to come.

Other scriptures point out that God takes vengeance upon sin. Romans 12; 19
says, "Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God; for it is
written, 'Vengeance is mine, I will repay' says the Lord" (quoting Lev. 19:18;
Deut. 32:35). In 2 Thess. 1:10 Paul prophesies the time when "the Lord is re
vealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance
upon those who do not know God" (that is, those who do not acknowledge Him)
"and upon those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They shall suffer
the punishment of eternal destruction and exclusion from the presence of the Lord
and from the glory of his might, when he comes on that day . , ."
We do not like the idea of CSod "taking vengeance, exercising judgement,
administering justice or revealing wrath. Especially do we like to think of what is
tei-med "the God of the New Testament" or "the God of Jesus Christ" being alto
gether different from the God of the Jews, "the God of the Qld Testament."
Modem theology draws a distinction (wholly imaginary) between the sublime
teaching of love given by Jesus and the "systematic theology" and the salvation
through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ taught so much by Paul. Yet nowhere are
the love and faithfulness and tenderness of God set out more plainly than in the
Old Testament; and nowhere are the justice and wrath of God portrayed more
terribly than in the New. Far from Jesus revealing a God who is all-loving and
forgiving, and Paul a God who demands fullest retribution for sin, Jesus Himself
uttered the most fearful condemnation, in parables and other teaching, upon those
who should reject Him, the sent One of God. It has been said that, "if Jesus htid
wished to teach the reality of eternal punishment, it is difficult to see how He
could have done so in plainer words than He used."
We Cannot Judge God's Standard by Man's

Men have their own standards of right and wrong, justice and injustice, mercy
and pimishment, righteousness and sin. To us vengeance implies taking revenge,
paying back, implying peevishness and spitefulness. But this is not what is meant
by the vengeance and wrath of God. His wrath is according to His character, in
perfect keeping with His righteousness, a manifestation of His holiness. Romans
1:18 shows that His wrath is moral perfection: "For the wrath of God is revealed
from heaven against all ungodliness and wickedness of men who by their wicked
ness suppress the truth." In that wonderful account of the glory of God revealed
to Moses in Mount Sinai, God is spoken of as "forgiving iniquity, but who will by
no means clear the guilty" (Num. 34: 6-7). Habakkuk the prophet pleads with God
on the ground of His absolute holiness in the words, "Thou who art of purer eyes
than to behold evil and canst not look on wrong" (Hab. 1:13).
Thus we see that God's wrath is part of His holiness. God is perfect or He is
not God. All His work is perfect, or He is not God. Nothing fian be permitted
finally to mar that perfection. Nothing can abide before Him which is not perfect.
His justice and judgements are perfect (Rom. 9:19-24; Gen. 18:25).
And His judgements are individual. People are not judged by classes or creeds
or societies, but as persons. God's judgement is of each separate one, his thoughts,
motives, words and actions (Rom. 14:12; 2 Cor. 5:10; Gal. 6: 5; Rev. 20:11-14; 22:
12) His wrath shall break forth finally against apostasy (Heb. 10:26-31); dis
obedience (John 3:26); all wickedness (Rom. 1:18). None of us can stand with

out guilt before God in our own goodness. Qur good works, the things that we
pride ourselves upon saying ^nd doing, that we like to be praised for, are in His
sight "as filthy rags" (Isaiah 64: 6).
"Through Our Lord Jesus Christ"
We must take seriously the certainty of the wrath of God. The scriptures
Impress the awful fact upon us in the clearest words. "Our God is a consuming
fire"; "It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God." Such words
were spoken, not only to those in the Old Testament who broke the laws of God,
but to those in the New, in the (Christian age, the age of the gospel. They are
written to Christians, in the letter to the Hebrews. It is because God's wrath is
so fearful that such fearful things as the agonies, the shame, and the crucifixion
of the Son of God are alone sufficient to demonstrate to all that salvation is no

light matter and that the coming, the mission and the death and resurrection of
Christ the sinless One meant the enduring of such dreadful suffering to save from
such & dreadful doom. God has not been to all His pains to work out His plan
of salvation for it to be treated as though it were never given, or to be rejected,
without awful consequences. The depths of Christ's suffering shows us the depths
of what we are saved from, and the heights of glories of salvation to which we are
called.
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Paul sums up the whole matter in what he writes in Rom. 5; 9-10: "Since,
therefore, we are now justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by
him from the wrath of God. For if, while we were enemies we were reconciled to

God by the death of His Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be
saved by his life." These great blessings—justification, reconciliation and the living
of the new life in Christ Jesus,—are portrayed by Paul in what he writes
immediately following this fifth chapter (Romans 6:3-5); "Do you not know that
all of us who have been baptised into Christ Jesus were baptised into his death?
We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was
raised from the dead by the gloi-y of the Father, we too might walk in newness
of life. For if we have been united to him in a death like his, we shall certainly be
united with him in a resurrection like his."
EDITOR

'INDWELLiN<l OF THE HOLY SPIRIT'
A REVIEW
A REGULAR writer in a contemporary religious journal, under the heading, "In

dwelling of the Holy Spirit," has revealed his views thereon, as follows:—
"Some recent writings on the subject of the Holy Spirit have raised the

question: Does the Spirit dwell in us in exactly the same way the Father and
Son dwell in us?

I believe the Father and Son dwell in us representatively in the

person of the Holy Spirit, but that the Holy Spirit dwells in us personally."

The Bible abounds with affirmations establishing, beyond reasonable contro

versy the fact of the habitation of deity in the hearts of the faithful followers of
the Lord. The Father (2 Cor. 6:16), the Son (Col. 1:27), and the Holy Spirit are

all expressly declared to be in us. Thus, the issue is not, Does the Spirit dwell in
us today? It is, rather. How does the Spirit dwell in us today? The writer whom we
quote above says: "I believe the Father and the Son dwell in us representatively in
the person of the Holy Spirit, but that the Holy Spirit dwells in us personally."
Do the Scriptures assert that the Father and the Son dwell in us "representatii^ely
in the person of the Holy Spirit, but that the Holy Spirit dwells in us "personally"?
No. On what ground does the writer attempt to establish this? Because Paul said
that we are "builded together for a habitation of God in the Spirit." (Eph. 2: 22.)

This passage is not germane to the matter at hand. Here, the apostle is discussing
the church—contemplated as a building—as the habitation of God, not individual
Christians. Our writer, recognising and admitting this fact, attempts to reason

from one to the other, on the ground that God dwells in the church, only as he
dwells in each individual Christian, (a) This is lame logic, and involves fallacious

reasoning. God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit all sustain relationships with the body
of believers, not characteristic of individuals. Our Lord said, "Where two or tlu'ee

are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them." (Matt. 18:
20). Is he in the midst of one disciple in the same way?

(b) Moreover, our

writer's logic denies to Christ a "personal" relationship with his church, making
it a representative one only. Said he, "I believe the Father and the Son dwell in
us representatively in the person of the Holy Spirit . .
Why does he "believe"
this? Paul said we are "builded together for a habitation of God in the Spirit!"

This is by him admitted to refer to the church. Therefore, neither God. nor Christ,
dwells in the church personally today! Of course, our good brother does not be
lieve this absurdity, but to it his logic irresistibly leads.
Said he,

"There are those among us who affirm that the Holy Spirit dwells in us

'through the word.' Of course, they do not have any passages which teach this
in so many words."

Had our brother, in the foregoing quotation, substituted the word "say" for
the word "teach" we would have no serious objection to his statement. The

Scriptures do not, of course, have to "say" a thing in so many words in order to

teach it. It was his intention to controvert the affii-mation of "those among us" who

"affirm" that the Holy Spirit dwells in us "through the word." Hence, our brother
believes that the Holy Spirit dwells in us apart from or independent of the word!
So do all denominational preachers throughout the land. The only essential
difference between them is that our brother herein quoted contends for a direct

operation of the Spirit immediately following conversion; whereas denominational
theologians contend for it immediately preceding! We believe that the view we are
refuting is a dangerous one; and, that it is an easy step from the concept of a
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personal, literal, indwelling of the Spirit in the heart—independent of and apart
from the word of truth— to fanciful leadings, alleged divine impulses and intima
tions now believed by some among us to proceed from the Spirit which Is by
them believed to dwell in the heart actually, literally, personally—apart from the
word.

How Does the Spirit Dwell in the Heart?

Our writer under review is in error in asserting that "Of course they do not
have any pasages which teach this (the Spirit dwells in the hearts of Christians
today through the word, G.N.W,), in so many words." We wish to direct attention

to a remarkable passage found in Eph. 3: 16, 17, where Paul, in a prayer for Che

Ephesians, said, "that ye may be strengthened with power through his Spirit in
the inward man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith." We thus
learn that Christ may dwell in our hearts through faith, but that such is con

ditioned on our being strengthened with power through his Spirit. The strengthen
ing process is through the Spirit; the resultant blessing is Christ in our hearts

through faith. "Through faith," is explanatory of "through his Spirit." But, how
does faith come? By hearing the word of truth. (Rom. 10:17.) Thus, by hearing
the word of truth, we are strengthened with power "through his Spirit" (who gave
the word) and Christ dwells in our hearts through faith! There is indeed no other
way by which either God, Christ or the Holy Spirit dwells in us.
But, our writer asks,

"Is there proof that receiving the word is not receiving the Spirit? Yes!
People who received the word were baptised (Acts 2:41), but they received the
Spirit after they were baptised."

The implication is that those of us who believe that the Spirit, in conviction
and consecration operates only by means of the word of truth, think that re

ceiving the word is receiving the Spirit. It would from this be a short step to the
charge that we believe the Spirit and the word are the same!

We confess to

neither. There is, of course, a sense in which a sinner is led by the Spirit in follow
ing the steps which lead to salvation; but under contemplation in these studies is
the extent to which those who are his children are under the influence of the

Spirit, and the means used to affect this influence. All of us will concede that if

we have obeyed the gospel, Christ is, in some measure, in us; yet, the extent of
this is susceptible of wide variation. "My little children," Paul painfully wrote to
the Galatians, when they were acting unworthily, "of whom I am again in travail
imtil Christ be formed in you."

(Gal. 4:19). But, how would Christ "be formed"

in them? By a return, on their part, to the truth which the apostle had preached
to them. Christ dwells in the heart, "through faith" (Eph. 3:17); faith comes by
means of the gospel (Rom. 10:17); thus the means by which the Galatians would
experience the forming of Christ in them would be their submission to the truth.

God dwells in us through his Spirit, because it is by the agency of the Spirit that
the heart is prepared for a habitation of God. This is far from meaning that the
way in which God dwells in us dififers from the manner in which the Spirit dwells.
Deity, whether the Father, the Son or the Spirit, inhabits the heart "through
faith"-the ground on which oiu- faith in deity rests. (Heb. 11:6). This faith, in
turn, rests on the inspired record, which the Holy Spirit, through those who
penned his message to the world, made available. It was Paul who said, "No
man can say, Jesus is Lord, but in the Holy Spirit." (Cor. 12: 3). But, were it not
for the Bible, we would never have known that Jesus is Lord: "But these are

written, that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that
believing ye may have life in his name." (John 20:31). Thus, the way the Holy
Spirit enables iis to say that "Jesus is Lord" is by means of the truth which he

supplied. We conclude, therefore, that the Holy Spirit influences, motivates, and
lives in the hearts of those who follow his teaching; that such is also characteristic
of the Father and the Son; and, that deity dwells in the hearts of the people today

in no other fashion.

q

WOODS

STRENGTH

IN closing his exhortations to the Ephesians, the apostle Paul wrote, "Finally, my
brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might." (6:10.) Strength
is a relative thing. The strong child, is weak compared to the strong boy; the boy
is weak beside the man, and the physically strong man, who is without God, is
weak beside the man who places his trust in God. It is said that Paul himself was
weak physically. Spiritually he was a giant. The apostle gives the secret of this
all-important inner strength in these words: "Put on the armour of God, that ye
may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil." (6:11.)
L. D. HARLESS
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THE ONE SPIRIT
"There is . . . one Spirit" — Eph. 4:4.

THIS is just what we should expect from what we know of the human body, used
here metaphorically.
Every sound body is indwelt by a spirit, which is the animating principle of
life, without which the body would be dead, a corpse, seeing nothing, knowing
nothing. Such we might have supposed to be the case with the body of Christ, that
it too would be possessed by one spirit as the life-sustaining force, without which
it would be a dead organism, or at best, a worldly union.
When Jesus was here among men, there were those that were possessed by
evil spirits, who, dethroning the human spirit, took control of the body, always
causing some grievious bodily or mental malady. Among those whom Jesus healed
were "those which were possessed with demons." Something like that had taken
place in the Jewish nation of Christ's day; for that weird-like parable of the
unclean spirit, that, after wandering through dry places seeking rest and finding
none, returned to the house from whence it had been driven, and finding it clean
but empty, goeth and taketh seven other spirits, more wicked than himself, who
enter in and dwell there, making the last state of the man worse than the first—
this parable He spoke of them for He added, "Even so shall it be unto this wicked
generation."
And has not something like this befallen the church of later days? Does not
the existence of many bodies, with different names and different polity, bear wit
ness to many spirits rather than one, and opposed to the one? At the first, however,
there was one body and one Spirit.
Thd One Spirit, the Spirit of God

I think there can be no doubt that the Spirit referred to here as the one Spirit
is the Spirit of Christ, or of God. In the first place, it would be difficult to imagine
any other spirit having such a vital bearing on the oneness of Christians as is
urged here but the Divine Spirit of the Divine Head. Then, previously, those here
addressed are spoken of as "a habitation of God through the Spirit," and in the
preceding context it is said that they, as one body, had access imto God in one
Spirit; so that here one Spirit dwells in the one body.
Afterwards they are
admonished (4:30) "not to grieve the holy Spirit of God, in Whom they were
sealed unto the day of redemption." Being sealed, and indwelt by the Spirit of God,
whom they could grieve, it is only reasonable to conclude that the "one Spirit" is
that Holy Spirit of God.

Again, the church is spoken of elsewhere under the figure of a temple in which
the Holy Spirit dwells (1 Cor. 3:16 and 17); and in Rom. 8:9-11 the Spirit of
spoken of as dwelling in individual members of the body of Christ, so that "if any
man hath not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His."

Prom such close parallels as these it seems clear that the "one Spirit" con

nected here with the one body, is that same Holy Spirit called also the Spirit of
the living God, the Spirit of Life, the Spirit of Truth, of Grace, and Glory; that
eternal Spirit who in the beginning moved on the face of the waters and brought
the universe into form; that moved holy men of God to speak the prophecy of old
time; that was given to the Apostles of Christ to guide them into all truth, and
show them things to come, and complete the revelation of God. The one Spirit
is the self-same Spirit who has ever worked with God, in creation, providence and
grace. This Spirit fills the temple of God, Christ's body, the church, with His
presence, and we may be sure that in His presence is light and life.
Let us now proceed, with all reverence, to ascertain
The Work of the Spirit

under the Christian Dispensation, which Paul has called "the ministration of the

Spirit." To treat this point at all fully, we must notice the Spirit's work for the
Apostles of Christ, the world and the members of the one body.
1. The Apostles—Among the Spirit-gifted persons given by the exalted Head to
His church, the Apostles are named first, and set first. "He gave some to be
Apostles; and some prophets," etc. (Eph. 4:11). "And God has set some in the
church, first Apostles," etc. (1. Cor. 12: 28).

These stand head and shoulders above their fellows, nearest to the Divine HeU^,
His ambassadors to the world, master-builders in His temple, lawgivers in His

kingdom. For this high position and responsible work He called them to be His
companions, that they might hear His words and see His wondrous works: and
finally endowed them with the Spifit, as He endowed none else.
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What the Sph'it was to do for them may be gathered from these great promises,

given by the Lord on that night in which He was betrayed. (Read John 14:16-18,
26; 15; 26 and 27; 16:13 and 14, and Luke 24:49).

According to these precious promises of Jesus to His own, the Spirit would act
as a Comforter—one who assists another, a helper. As such He would cheer, counsel
and defend them as Jesus had done; for He was to be another Comforter for all
their days, not only with them, but in them. Then He was to be their Teacher and

Monitor; so reminding them of all that Jesus had taught, showing its meaning
and revealing new truth which they could not bear before. In this way the Spirit
would be a Guide into all truth, show them things to come and enable them to
bear witness to Christ, in which the Spirit also would enable them to confirm
their words by signs and wonders and mighty deeds. In truth, the heaven-sent
Messenger was to be to them what it had been to Jesus; to quote the words of a
prophet, "The spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of coimsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord" (Isaiah 11: 2).
The fulfilment of these promises began to be realised on that ever-memorable

day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-44), when the Apostles were immersed in the Holy
Spirit, according to the word of their Lord on His ascension day, "Ye shall be
baptised with the Holy Spirit not many days hence." Then they received power
from on high and went forth preaching the word, making known the conditions
of salvation, and the laws of the kingdom of God for all time, "God also bearing
them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of

the Holy Spirit according to His own will" (Heb. 2:4). Thus were the Apostles
qualified to carry out their great commission, with all authority and without
mistake. Those inspired men, though dead, yet speak, in the pages of the New
Testament writings—the perfect will of God. Their words are the words of the

Spirit and should be accepted and obeyed as the only rule of faith and life. Let us
remember that we know nothing of Christ but through them, and that of them it
is said. "As the Father hath sent me, even so send I you." "He that receiv6th

whomsoever I send, receiveth Me." "He that heareth you, heareth Me; and he that
despiseth you, despiseth Me."—Jesus. "Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold
the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word or our epistle."—Paul.

2. The World.— That the world would be benefited by the sending of the Spirit
by Jesus when He should go to the Father is clear from His words in John 16: 8 to
11: "And He, when He is come, will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness,
and of judgement."

This portion tells plainly what the Spirit would do for the world, and the con

text how that would be done—through the Apostles' word; for the Spirit was to
come to them, and be in them, and speak through them. So it was on that grand
first occasion when Peter "preached the gospel by the Holy Spirit sent forth from
heaven." The large multitude of Jews who first asked, "Brethren, what shall we
do?" were pricked in their hearts by the words which fell from Peter's lips, being
convicted of the sin of disbelief in Jesus, the righteousness of His character and
claims, and judgement against all who were opposed to Him, as had been attested

by His resurrection and coronation, set forth in Peter's address (Acts 2); and it is

the same everywhere in apostolic preaching.

This is enough to show the falsity of the popular doctrine that the Spirit of

God must enter the sinner's heart before he can believe the Gospel. If that were

so, then the Spirit would be to blame for every soul unsaved. Such a thought is

repugnant, and we cannot harbour it for a moment; for we know that the re
sponsibility rests entirely upon ourselves. But Jesus settled this matter once and
for aU, for He said expressly, when speaking of sending the Comforter (John

14:17), "Whom, (i.e., the Spirit of Truth) the world CANNOT receive." Therefore,

let no one say that he can and must receive the Spirit in order to be converted.

But does not the Spirit work in the conversion of the world? Most certainly and
no one is converted to Christ apart from the Spirit. But the Spirit does not work
by entering the uncleansed heart of the sinner, but, by His gracious influence upon
the heart from without by providential dealing and the word of the truth of the
Gospel, "the power of God for salvation." Let a few of the inspired writers tell how
sinners are begotten of God, born of, and renewed by, the Spirit:—

"Of his own will begat he us with the word of tnith."—James. "Being born
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which
liveth and abideth for ever."—Peter. "In Christ Jesus I have begotten you through
the gospel."—Paul. The Gospel is the Word of God, the sword of the Spirit, the
Divine power in conversion; so that while the sinner cannot receive the Spirit
he can receive the word of the Spirit, and all who do are born of the Spirit, and
become a new creation, the sons of God. Then, because they are sons, not to make
them sons, mark you, but "because they are sons, God sends forth the snirit of His
Son into their hearts, crying, Abba, Father" (Gal. iv., 6).
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On the other hand, to reject the Gospel is to resist the Holy Spirit, as many
did in the days of the Prophets and Apostles; for Stephen said to the Jewish
Sanhedrin, "Ye stifif-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always
resist the Holy Spirit: as your fathers did, so do ye."
Their fathers resisted the Spirit in the Prophets (Nehemiah ix., 26-30), and

they were doing the same thing by rejecting the testimony of the Apostles, the

Spirit-filled Ambassadors of Christ.

3. The Members of the Body.—The work of the Spirit for these is two-fold,

provisional and permanent, or temporary and abiding. The supernatural gifts, such
as those named in 1. Cor, 12:8-10, possessed by many in the first churches, were
given by the Spirit, acording to His will, for the establishment of the kingdom and

the completion of the faith once for all delivered; but, when this was accomplished,
those great and needful gifts ceased to be given. This is implied in Eph. iv., 13.
The Spirit-gifted persons—Apostles, Prophets, etc.—were given "till we all attain
unto the unity—oneness—of the faith." Then we have this plain statement about
those gifts:—"Whether there be prophecies, they shall be done awav" (1 Cor

xiii., 8-10).

Now, as grand as those Divine workings were, these abiding and continuous

operations of the Spirit among and for God's children are more excellent still; and
so many and various are these that all we can do now is to name them as briefly

as possible. He strengthens them with all might in the inward man (Ei)hes. 3:16)sheds the love of God forth in their hearts (Rom. 5:5), making them to abound in
hope (Rom. 15:13); He helps their infirmities, makes intercession for them, leads
them, bears witness to their being the children of God, and still there is more to

follow; for He shall quicken their mortal bodies, and fashion them Uke Christ's
glonous body (Rom. 8:11, 14, 16, 26).

•The complete revelation of the will of God, the conversion of sinners, the
sanctification and glorification of saints are all due to the working of the one Spirit.
To reject the Word of God is to resist the Spirit of God. To neglect it, or live

contrary to its teaching is to grieve the Holy Spirit, and to mar that magnetic oneness seen at first, wh^ there was one body and one Spirit-may we not say, one
annrinoff
^hose frult
is love, joy, peace, long-suflfering, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, meekness,
temperance.

nu
teaching
the Spirit
in of
thesectarianism,
Apostles' word
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would cast
out theof unclean
spirit
whosethroughout
name is
be found at Jesus' feet, clothed, and in her
right mmd—one body and one Spirit.—J. OLIVER.

AMONGST US
4: One God, One Bible, One Church.
One God

THE Bible says, with disconcerting frankness, "There is one God and Father of

aU, who is above all, and through all, and in you all," and in many other places
leaves the reader in no doubt as to who God is, what he is, and our relationship
to him. Man has had many conceptions as to a supreme being, and has been at
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of things
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eartn as a Time-Space continuum, with five known categories Time Ftorce Action

Space, Matter/' What he didn't say was that Gen. 1:1 slid the sSSetoiS to t^e

beginning (Time) God (Force) created (Action) the heavens (Space) and the
principles of physics. What he also forgot to
state was that this Time-Space Continuum" by its very nature revealed a mind

it contin^ t(fwUk'

^^esigned this in infinite detail and in perfect order; and

^e ancients too had some queer ideas as to God. Many had a special God for
special occasions: there was a God of War, a God of Rain, a God of tiie Seas even
by some awful sacrifices.
TOe Athenian of the Apostle Pauls time hadappeased
altars to
every conceivable god

they co^d thi^ of, and, in case they had left one out had an altar erected 'To
toe Untooym God, providing the apostle with a heaven-sent opportunity to tell

them who that unknown God was.
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The Churches of Christ aflfirm with certainty their belief in one God. He is

supreme, has given us one Bible, and established one Church.
Many people are apt to think when viewing the universe that a God of such
vast knowledge and power could not possibly be interested in mere mortals like we
are, yet they forget that God, great as he is, has good cause to be interested in us
because he made us, and what is more, made us in his image. The Old Testament
has various names to describe God—Jehovah, Lord of Hosts, etc., but it was left
to the New Testament to reveal to us the name by which we can know him best,
the one our Lord taught us to say when we pray, "Our Father" (Matt. 6:9), that

earthly, family relationship we all can understand. The writer has been a Christian
for nigh on 50 years, and has not ceased to marvel that the Lord of heaven and
earth should be so humble as to wish to be known simply as "Our Father." This
then is the one God in whom we nrmly believe, the Creator of heaven and earth,
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who taught us that "God is a Spirit, and they

that worship him must worship him in Spirit and in truth" (John 4:23).
One Bible

Whatever one may say or not say about religion, man is a worshiping creature:
he has a natural inborn instinct to worship something or someone. Hence it is

interesting to note that according to statistics there are some 400 known religions
in the world of some sort or another.

The religion of Jesus Christ as revealed in the bible is unique amongst religions
in that it is the only one to base its faith on the resun-ection of its founder.
God is a God of order, and the bible reveals itself also as a book of order. It is

a profound book—being a book of God it could not be anything else—but it has
a message you don't find anywhere else, a message of hope to a sin-stricken world.
No-one today can say with truth that all is well with the world, and the bible tells
us what is wrong—"All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God" (Rom.
3:23).

It has been said that Nature and the Bible are the Divine offspring of God,
and so it is. As nature in all its beauty speaks of a creative God, so the Bible speaks

of an all-loving, understanding God. Both were designed for the benefit of man,
and, as the one reveals God's handiwork in a material sense, so the other reveals
his handiwork in a religious sense.

In life man employs three faculties; in things material, the Senses: sight,
sound, touch, taste and smell. In religion. Faith, which finds expression in various
acts of worship. In personal conduct, morals; where there is a lack of morals there
also is a lack of some religious thought and conduct.
The Bible is a book that gives guidance in all these matters: it tells us the

source of things material, its faith is of a natm-e that gives understanding to life's

problems, because the Christ of which it speaks has, "trod this way before," He
was, "tempted in all points as we are, yet without sin."
What the sun is to the material heavens and its attendant planets, the bible
is to the world of men, Doubt, scepticism and rationalism may cloud the sky, but
the bible outshines them all. Sceptics may come, sceptics may go, but the Bible goes
on for ever.

Men have often asked the meaning of life: Why are we here? Where did we
come from? What is the ultimate destiny of man? The Bible has the complete
answers. He came from God, he came to serve God, and to go back to Him. It
tells of the difficulties in between, of sin and wickedness, of the fate of those who

practice these things and ignore the God who calls to them; it tells man what he

was—God's image; it tells him what he is—a sinner; it tells him what he can
be, a saint, and that means a sinner saved by grace.

Ihe Bible, like all other books, has to be read to be understood. Like any other

profound book it presents difficulties: but read, it can be understood. On the other
hand the bible is not like any other book in the whole world: its author is God, who

in turn employed over 40 different writers, from different walks of life, from humble
fishermen to Royalty, and over a period of time extending some two thousand

years, and yet through it all maintaining a complete harmony to make the most
astovmding predictions, and with the passing of centuries, records their fulfilment;

the most remarkable being the birth, death, and resurrection of the Lord Jesiis

Christ, and this in most intimate detail: the place, line and family from which he
would be born, the manner of his birth, of a virgin, and in regard to his death,

again in most intimate detail. Yes, the Bible is a remarkable book, has a remark
able story to tell and a remarkable message for the world today.

This then is the "One Bible," of the "One God" whom we believe in and
worship and seek to present to the world around us.
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"We've a Story to tell to the nations

That shall turn their hearts to the right,
A story of truth and sweetness,
A story of peace and light.

"We've a Message to give to the nations—
That the Lord who reigneth above
Hath sent us his Son to save us,
And show us that God is Love.

"We've a Saviour to show to the nations
Who the path of sorrow has trod.
That all of the world's great people
Might come to the truth of God."
H. BAINES.

John states his manifold piu'pose in

I 5€RIPTUFVE

writing this first letter.

It begins with a declaration of the
truth that Jesus was indeed God mani

fest in the flesh. Philosophies teaching
the evil character of everything material,

and the supremacy of intellect over

SCRIPTURE READINGS
SEPTEMBER 1966

4—Deut. 4:5-14
11—Deut. 0:4-15
18—Deut. 8:1-10
25—^Deut. 11:13-25

1 John 2:18-25
IJohn 2:7-17
1 John 3:1-10
1 John 3:11-24

PURPOSE IN LETTER-WRITING

THE apostle John, who was so closely
intimate with Jesus that he calls him
self "the disciple whom Jesus loved"
(Johnl3;23; 19:26; 20:2; 21:7«&20). tells

us that he wi*ote his gospel to convince
men of the truth about Christ, and so
to give them the opportunity of eternal
life. Tliat is his history of the life of

Jesus. We are reading his letters during

faith and conduct were endangering the

chm-ch, and this letter strikes at their
falsity. The very positive assurance of

the true humanity of the Saviour puts
all his readers into the same privileged
position as John and the other apostles
—that is, in fellowship with the Father
and the Son. The Christ-like joy which
this brings to John can only be complete
when he has shared the fact and there

fore the new life, the eternal life, with
others. Significantly there is an alter
native reading "your" instead of "our"
in verse 4. That truth is two-fold and

the New English Bible translates "joy of

us ell," which combines the two.
But the purpose of the letter does not

They are com-

stay with either the revelation or tiie
joy. It is also the very important wish
and instruction "that you may not sin."

an aged man's thoughts.
Twenty-one of the New Testament

The spread of the life of Christ in the
world suffers the most serious setback

October and November.

plementai-y to what must surely have
been his earlier work, and bear signs of
"books" are letters, not originally written
for us, and perhaps Luke's two books
were intended for private rather than
general use, being addressed to "most
excellent Theophilus." It has pleased
God to give us His final revelation in

this way, and the fact in no way reduces
its inspiration and importance. In it we

have "all things that pertain imto life
and godliness"

(1 Peter 1:3)

and "the

man of Giod may be completely equipped"

when His people let Him down by sin
ning. We have of course to reckon that

we do sin, and we should not grow discoui-aged and disheartened when it is
made clear that Christians are not to
sin—"he

who commits sin is of the

devil." This must mean habitual or de
liberate sin—sin that we love and want.
•Hie danger and wickedness of sin can

not be over-emphasised, and certainly
words are not "minced" in this letter.

(2 Tim. 3:16) by giving heed to their
teaching. The Old Testament stands in

God is light and sin is darkness (1:5 ...).

its place in the same way, and all who

light, meaning complete honestly and

cast doubt upon this "Word of God" do
so at their peril, and are in line with

that "old serpent" who said "Hath God
said?" Many have laboured with ex

cellent motives to confirm the genuine
ness of the writings from external evi
dence—which is abimdant—but those to

whom we owe the greatest debt have

laboured over the centuries to give us
in our own language their meaning.

Knowledge of God makes us walk in
truthfulness.
Obedience to the com
mandments of God involves us in the

practice of love in om* relationships. We
are brought up short by the contrast
with hatred, illustrated by the sin of

Cain. Righteousness and love must go
hand in hand, as sin and hatred go
hand in hand.

We are warned that the

world does not respect believers by rea
son of its ignorance of God, and may be
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expected to hate the children of light
(3:1 & 13). The light of the Saviour
illustrates both righteousness and love,
and as these abide in our hearts we have
assurance that we are indeed God's

children (3:24).

For Christ alone can satisfy the soul,
And those who work with Him from
day to day
Can never have "A Solitary Way."
Isa. 47:16,22;Ps. 34

The practical outcome

will be seen in our behaviour (3:17).

Motives for addressing certain groups
of brethren are set out in a double form,

probably for

emphasis, in chapter 2.

verses 12-14.

We observe that the first

And when beneath some heavy cross you
faint.

And say, "I cannot bear this load alone,"
You say the truth. Christ made it
purposely

set of three reasons are prefaced with "1

So heavy that you must return to Him.

wi'ite," the second with "l have written,"

The

almost as though John refers to a pre

vious writing.

There is very little dif

ference in the words.

We should sup

pose the distinctions to be the thought
first for the community in general
(perhaps thinking of the younger mem
bers), second for those with ripe ex
perience and deeper knowledge, and last
for those who are at work with the en

thusiasm of youth. All alike are warned

against worldly attractions and ambi
tions, the attachment to which has
ruined so many promising Christian
lives.

bitter

grief

which

no

one

understands;

Conveys a secret message from the King,
Entreating you to come to Him again;
The Man of Sorrows understands it well;

In all points tempted He can feel with
you.

You cannot come too often or too near:
The Son of God is infinite on grace,

His presence satisfies the longing soul.
And those who walk with Him from day
to day
Can never have "A Solitary Way."

In common with the other writers of
the New Testament we have here very

3U$T U$E ME

clearly set forth the other-worldliness of
the Christian life and the down-to-earth

practical outcome of it. "Every man
that hath this hope in him purifieth

Just use me—I am the Bible.
I am God's wonderful library.

himself."

I am always—and above all—The Truth.
To the weary pilgrim, I am a good strong

R- B. SCOTT.

A SOLITARY WAY
Prov. 14:10; 1 Cor. 2:11

staff.

To the one who sits in gloom, I am a
glorious light

There is a mystery in human hearts,
And though we be encircled by a host

Generations follow generations—yet it

Of those who love us well and are

Kings, dictators, presidents come and

beloved.

To every one of us from time to time
There comes a sense of utter loneliness.
Our dearest friend is stranger to our joy.
And cannot realise our bitterness:

There is not one who really understands,
Not one to enter into all I feel.

Such is the cry of each of us in turn:
We wander in "A Solitary Way";
No matter what or where our lot may be.
Each heart mysterious even to itself,
Must live its inner life in solitude.
Job. 7:17; Matt. 10:37

And would you know the reason why this
is?

II is because the Lord desires our love;

In every heart He wishes to be first.
He, therefore, keeps the secret key
Himself

To open all its chambers and to bless
With perfect sympathy and holy peace
Each solitary soul which comes to Him.
So when we feel this loneliness, it is

The voice of Jesus saying. "Come to me";

And, every time we are not understood.

It, is a call to us to come again,

lives.

Nations rise and fall—yet it lives.

go—yet it lives.

Torn, condemned, burned-yet it lives
Doubted,

suspected,

criticised—yet

it

lives.

Damned by atheists—^yet it lives.

Exaggerated by fanatics—yet it lives.
Misconstrued and mis-stated—yet it lives.

Ranted and raved about—yet it lives.
Its inspiration denied—yet it lives.
Yet it lives as—a lamp to our feet,
a light to our paths,
a standard for childhood.
a guide for youth
a comfort for the aged,
food for the hungry,
water for the thirsty,
rest for the weary,

light for the heathen,
salvation for the sinner,

grace for the Christian.
To know it is to love it;
To love it is to accept it;

j
1

To accept it means life eternal,

,

—WILLARD L, JOHNSON.
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U.S.A.) made our hearts glad as he lifted

FROM

up Christ as Lord of all life.

THE CHURCHES
Aylesbury,

On Wednesday, July 6th,

we had the joy of witnessing Miss Ethel
Giles and Miss Edith Giles, put on the
Lord in baptism. These two ladies have

been attending our services and study
ing with us for some time, and we have

leai'nt to appreciate their sincerity and
their resolve to follow the Lord's will.

We pray that they may be richly blessed
as they grow in grace and knowledge in
the Lord.
L. H. Channlng.
Blackburn (New Wellington Street).—
The church has been greatly encouraged
in her work for the Master. The power
of the gospel was evidenced on July 2Cth
as Jacqueline Giles and Ernest Cunning
ham upon the confession of their faith,
were immersed into the ever-blessed
Name. Again on July 26th three more
precious souls were added to the church

—Barbara Giles, Leonard Cunningham

and John Sutton being numbered
amongst those whose past sins have
been forgiven. We pray for their stead

On the

last two evenings of the campaign we
witnessed the baptism of four people:
Stephanie Stones (whose parents are
well-known members of this congrega
tion) : Elizabeth and Jane Winstanley
(every member of the
family here is now also a

Winstanley
member of

God's family) and Miss Mary Pears, a
very dear friend of members here, who
has attended services for some months.
We praise and bless the Lord for these

lives yielded to His keeping.

God bless

them!

We were assisted in this effort by a
team of 21 workers. The majority of
these came with Bro. Petty from U.S.A.,
but others came from Switzerland,
France, Germany and England. They
came entirely at their own expense,
gi\'ing up their holidays to share in this
campaign. In addition to teaching in
the V.B.S. they also worked in door to
door work, open air preaching, and

visiting.

We want to place on record

our appreciation for such
service to Christ the Lord.

consecrated

We commend Bro. Petty for the fact

that all his preaching was designed to

fastness in "the faith once and for all

exalt Jesxis the Saviour, and we know

delivered to the saints." To God we give

that in addition to those who came to
Jesus there are others whose hearts have

the glory.

r.r.

Ilkeston.—We are pleased to report
another addition

to

the

Maureen Richards, who

church

has

here.

been

at

tending the gospel meetings for some
time was immersed on July 10th. We
pray that our young sister may be kept
faithful and that more may follow her
example.
p. Gregory.
Loughborough

(Oxford

been touched by the appeal of God's
love in Christ. An average of 12 nonmembers attended each gospel meeting.
We look for further reaping in coming
days, and give all praise to our Father.
A. E. Winstanley.

Street).—We
which at

thank God for the success

tended our Vacation Bible School and

Campaign

for

Christ,

July

30th

to

August 7th.

The V.B.S. for boys and girls was
something of an experiment (the first
time it has been tried by a chui-ch of
Christ in England) but results were
thrilling. We had classes for all age
groups (from three-year-olds to adults)

five mornings, from 9.30 a.m. to 12 noon.
On the first morning attendance was
80—this included 54 children. This grew
until on the Friday morning we had a
total of 102 (79 children and 23 adults).
At the parents' night on the Friday, over

Ilkeston.—Another of our members has

passed from this life to the higher life.
Bro. John Burrows died in Heanor hos

pital on July 1st at the age of 74 years,
after only a short illness.
Our departed brothei'

had gone
through many trials recently, losing his

wife and a married daughter in the
space of fifteen months. His faith was
such that he could look forward to meet

ing his loved ones again.
Our sympathy goes out to his sons
and daughters who are left to mourn his
loss.

We commend them to the

care

120 children and adults attended.

of our Heavenly Father.

In the gospel meetings of the Cam
paign, Bro. James R. Petty (Villanova,

The funeral service was conducted by
the writer.
F. Gregory.
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COMING EVENTS

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Albert Street, Newtown, Wigan

We

cordially

invite

all

members

of

Churches of Christ to the

speakers: Bro. Hunter and Bro. A.
Ashurst (Scholes, Wigan, Lanes). Tea
from 4.30 p,m.
Hospitality: Any desiring to stay
during this period should contact A. K
Winstanley, 59 Frederick Street, Lough
borough, Leics. (Loughborough 3978).

AUTUMN RALLY

Saturday, September 10th, 1S66

These meetings are designed
fraternal

relations

which

to

elicit

will

give

Kentish Town: Anniversary meetings
on Saturday, October 1st. Afternoon S
o'clock. Tea 5 o'clock. Evening meeting
6.30—Brother Dougall working with us

mountain-top experiences and glorious

from 1st to 11th.

fellowship, to make progress in the work

visitors.

of the Master,

3 p.m. JOHN DODSLEY (Kirkby-in-Ashfield): "What it means to be a
Christian."

Discussion.

4p.m. ERIC WINTER (Cleveleys): "The
Purpose of the Church." Discussion.
5 p.m. TEA.

6.30 p.m. PUBLIC MEETING, With
hymn-singing arranged by Jack Parker.
Preacher: JOHN M. WOOD

(Dunfermline)

A warm welcome for

Morley: Annual Autumn Rally, Octo
ber 1st and 2nd, 1966.

Speaker Bro. A.

Gardiner (Edinburgh).

President Bro.

H. Baines (Aylesbury).
Saturday, October 1st:—
Tea 4.15 p.m.
Meeting 6.15 p.m.

Sunday, October 2nd:—
Breaking of bread 2.30 p.m.
Gospel service 6.0 p.m.

Please help us by your prayers and

presence.

^ Gaunt.

We give a warm welcome and will en
deavour to provide hospitality for those
desiring to stay the weekend. Please

Newtongrange.—The church intend
holding (D.V.) their annual social meet

write: waiter Smith, 262 Soot Lane, Newtown, Wigan, Lanes.

ing on October 8th, 1966.

Dewsbury.—Anniversary Meetings, Sat

Speakers on this occasion will be Bro.
Alfred

Marsden

(Wigan)

and

urday and Sunday, September 17th and
18th. Speaker, Bro. C. P. Slate (Wem
bley). Details later.

Edward Jess (Dalmellington).

Loughborough.—Gospel Mission, Sep
tember 17th-25th.
Preacher, Bro. V.

place at 5 p.m.

Hunter (Wembley). Meetings: Saturdays
17th and 24th, 6.30 p.m. Sundays 18th
and 25th, 6.15 p.m. Tuesday and Thurs
day, 20th and 22nd, 7.30 p.m.
Please note: Annivex'sary service Sat
urday, September 24th. There will be two

Bro.

Tea will be served in the hall at 4

p.m. and will be held in the meetingWe invite all our brethren who may
be in our area on this date, to be with

us. so that we may all work together
to the honour and glory of our Lord and
to the extension of His kingdom.
W. H. Allan.
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Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it tvas in the beginning.
No. 1(1.

OCTOJlia^. 1966

WE have just read a newly-published book "What I Believe" (Allen & Unwin,
25/-). It consists of 18 essays edited by George Unwin. Of the 18 writers some

ten are atheists or agnostics, two are Roman Catholics, one is an Anglican bishop,
one a Quaker, one a scientist, one a spiritualist, one a psychiatrist and the last

we find it difficult to classify. Grouped in another way five are politicians, six
authors, three scientists, one a philosopher, one a psychologist, one an artist and
one an archaeologist and historian. The contributors include some of the most

learned men and women of today. Yet in stating "What I believe" only about
eight mention religion as a way of life, and with some of these it is of their own

making, personal speculation, without revelation and completely excluding the
supernatural. For the rest, there is little or no place in their thinking for God,
the Christ of the Bible, or Christianity.
Yet, although the essays are the product of some of the most intellectual
minds of the age, the writers seem to be unable to make themselves understood. Par
from its being an exhilarating experience, the reading of the book was to us most
depressing. The book would have been better entitled "What I Don't Believe." for
vei7 largely the writers are concerned with expressing disbelief in the fundamentals
and teaching of Christianity. The question constantly to the fore in our minds

while reading was "What do you believe?" Mary at the empty grave of Christ
mourned that "they have taken .away my Lord and I know not where they have
laid him." These writers reject Christ and rcplace Him with nothing, a vacuum.
They adopt no authority of right or wrong, no standard of judgment. Though
such fine scholars, they are themselves groping blindly, lost in the maze of the
civilisation from which, as they think, God has been expelled as having no mean
ing. serving no purpose and totally unnecessary. Is this where scholarship, science,
political science, our boasted freedom have brought us?
In one of our hymns we sing that "boasting reason leaves the mind bewildered
in a dubious road." W*e felt as we ended the book "If these things be so. where are
we now. .and where do we go from here?" In the last centuiy the humanistscientist T. H. Huxley was proud of having coined the word "agnostic" — one who
doesn't know. In Christianity as well as in other subjects, the one who thinks he

has all the answers to all the questions is more of a hindrance than a help. We
know a man who, whenever we meet him, bombards us with questions about the
Bible and the churches of Christ, To some of his questions we have to .admit we
don't know the answers, although we may try to advance explanations of our
own. But this book is not about "What I Know" but "What I Believe." No doubt
had the writers been airing their knowledge they would have written much more
succinctly and clearly. But in writing of their beliefs (or unbeliefs) they are often
pathetically floundering, trying to get their feelings home in what is at times
unintelligible language. It is taken for granted by many of the essayists that

those who believe in God and in the Christ of the Bible, in the simple gospel and
in the inspiration of the scriptures by the Holy Spirit are "fundamentalists." not

to be taken seriously, left hopelessly behind by the advance of modem knowledge,
out of step with the march of progress. We would expect something better to
replace our myths and superstitions. But what have we? Are we to exchange our
beliefs for these speculations?

no
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The Bible is not a collection of "old wives' tales." It appeals to reason. God
invites us to "reason together;" Christians are exhorted to be able to give a reason
for the hope" within us; Peter writes in his second epistle that he and his
fellow apostles "have not followed cunningly devised fables;" and Paul writes,
quoting from the Old Testament, that "things which eye did not see, nor ear
heard, nor had entered the mind of men God has declared" and that these things
are made known in the gospel. John tells us that through their senses Christians
knew the things they believed to be true—"What our eyes have seen, our ears
heard, our hands have handled" was declared to others for their acceptance and
belief. Thomas the apostle in his disbelief was told by Christ to handle Him after

His resurrection as to whether that resurrection was real or imaginary. Many of
the early Christians were martyrs, witnesses, fbr the things they knew from their
senses and experience to be true. And in the Bible we have the evidence of these
eyewitnesses.

Yet the Christian's is a life of faith. We f:*eely acknowledge that some of the
things we wholeheartedly believe cannot be scientifically demonstrated or analysed
in a laboratory. We are reminded of a story we heard in an open-air meeting
many years ago. The speaker told of a Salvation Army lassie being asked by an
atheist whether she believed the Bible story of the "whale" swallowing Jonah.

"Yes, of course," she replied. "Can you tell me how it was done?" asked the
atheist. "No" admitted the girl, "but when I get to heaven I'll ask Jonah." Oh,
but suppose Jonah isn't there" persisted the atheist. "Ah, then you can ask him."
With all of us there comes a time when we need to cry out "Lord, I believe; help
thou my unbelief."

But we have more certain proofs of the things we believe. Not only does the
Christian believe the truth of the Bible but he knows that it is true. Some of the

most fundamental things in Christianity are not apologised for, nor stated in
stammering, halting language, but are advanced as certainties of which there
can be no gainsaying. Job cries out "I know that my Redeemer lives," and Paul
in his glorious confidence asserts that "we know that to them that love God all

things work together for good." What an inspiration is the cry of the once blind
man: "One thing I know, that whereas once I was blind, now I see."
What a comparison between the doubts, frustrations and fears of these
intellectuals and the certainties, the "I know," of those whose whole trust is

placed in the living God. What a contrast between the learned, haughty, sceptical
philosophers of Athens with their "unknown God" and the Paul who, with every
thing seemingly against him, could joyfully proclaim "I know in whom I have
believed."

In this controversy of belief and unbelief the materialist is always at an
advantage. He believes in what can be demonstrated to the senses. The Christian
is to believe and make known "things which . . . have not entered into the mind
of man," but which are the revelation of God. To the unbeliever this world is
all. To the Christian the revelation of God in Christ demonstrates the reality of
the spiritual and the eternal.
EDITOR.

CHRIST'S TE$TiM@MY
TESTAMENT

THE

THERE are many good Christians who, at mere mention of biblical criticism,
metaphorically hold up their hands in holy horror at such shameful sacrilege. The
very presence of the Bible is a challenge to criticism, "Handle me and see," said
Jesus to His open-mouthed, terror-stricken, sceptical disciples, and this challenge
the Bible dares to make to a nation that is "sceptical half its time." It did seem

as though a rationalistic criticism was going to bum out of existence some of the
Old Testament books, but now the keepers who tend the fires are taking the books

out one by one and telling us we may keep them as "being substantially contem
poraneous history." Those which remain in the flames, like the three Hebrew
children in the seven times heated furnace, are unsinged, and in their midst walks
One like unto the Son of God.

If one, whose knowledge of "critical biblical scholarship" is but small, may

offer a suggestion, it is that the critics of the Old Testament have failed to weigh
with sufiBcient carefulness the evidence offered in its favour by Christ.

For the defence the strongest witness ought in fairness, to get a favourable
hearing. If the testimony of anyone is to be accepted, surely it is His "who was
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with God and was God." He, who in His pre-existent state looked on whilst one
by one the books were complied, who heard the "first burden of prophecy" and who
saw the completion of the canon of Holy Scripture.
By a careful study of the gospel it has been my endeavour to gather together

all the references that Christ made to the Old Testament. The sayings of Jesus
are saturated with the Old Testament. There are parables and passages which on
the face of them, show they have been suggested by the writings of the prophets.
The man whose mind is full of the beauties of Britain's great literature, often
quotes unwittingly. The writing of others have become part of himself. Two in

stances of this by Jesus may be noticed, Matt. 7; 12: "Therefore all things whatso
ever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even to them: for 'this is the law

and the prophets.'" Here, in a sentence, Jesus sums up the highest moral teaching
of all Old Testament writers, and shows how full is His mind of the Old Book.

Denouncing those who defiled the temple, Jesus said. Matt. 21; 13: "Ye have
made it a den of thieves." He does not state it, but evidently He is quoting from
Jer. 7; 11.

1. I ask you to notice that Christ made thirty-two distinct quotations, which are
culled from ten books.

2. Consider, also, that Christ made twenty-four references to twelve books. Six

of the books differ from the ten that are quoted. The sum of the testimony is,
Christ used fifty-six references and quotations, gathering them from sixteen books.
If in such small compass He refers to so much, what must He have referred to

during the three years of ministry? Does not this thought suggest one or two
searching questions for all teachers?

Christ's designations of Old Testament writings. Once Christ speaks of "the
law of Moses, and the prophets, and the Psalms"; twice of the "law and the
prophets"; twice of the "prophets"; three times of the "law"; and six times of
the "Scriptures." Once Jesus says "Therefore also said the wisdom of God."

Christ's testimony to the authorship of the Old Testament. The most con

stantly assailed books are the first five, which Jewish traditions has always
ascribed to Moses. Many critics refuse to believe that Moses could or did write all

or any of these books. So "Christ on the Pentateuch" becomes interesting. When
discussing with the Sadducees the question of the resurrection, Jesus asks them,
Mark 12; 26: "Have ye not read in the Book of Moses how in the bush God spake
unto him, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob?"

After His resurrection Christ reminded His disciples of the things He had told
them when with them, and added, Luke 24; 44: "All things must be fulfiled which

were written in the law of Moses." Whilst arguing with the Jews, Jesus declared,
John 5; 45: "Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father; there is one that

accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye trust. For had ye believed Moses ye would
have believed Me, for he wrote of Me. But if ye believe not his writings, how shall
ye believe My words?"

The first two passages may be met by the objection that Christ means that

certain books contain the doings of Moses and the laws given by him; and Christ
does not mean that Moses was the writer, he was only the actor. But such an

objection cannot be raised on the third passage. There Christ distinctly affirms
that Moses wrote of Him; and it is in the Pentateuch that we find references to
the seed of the woman, the Blessed of all nations, Shiloh, and the Prophet like

Moses. We divide the Pentateuch into five books, but to the Jews it was "one
undivided whole"; and I would suggest from a study of these texts that Christ
really believed it to have been written by Moses.

The authorship of Psalm 110 is settled for us by our Lord. Questioning His

opponents. He asks how Messiah could be both David's Son and Lord; and, quoting
from Psalm 110, says, David himself saith in the book of Psalms, The Lord said
unto my lord. Sit thou on, My right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool"
(Luke 20 : 42).

The authorship of the book received as Isaiah's is ascribed to him by Christ
(Matt. 13; 14; and 16; 7).

Christ's testimony to the Historical Incidents and Personages of the Old
Testament.

The incidents of the Old Testament are so outside our experience, and the

niuraculous comes into play so often that those who refuse to let God do anything
outeide their little range of experience, those who cannot believe what they can

not understand, those superior persons, whose sole claims to distinction is their
own air of superiority, fling overboard the Old Testament.
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Christ believed in and referred to the flood which drowned a godless world
(Luke 17; 26); the cities of the plain, whose sins reaching high heaven, brought
down thte consuming fire (Matt. 10; 15); the eating of manna by the Israelites in
the wilderness (John 6; 49); the unfailing cruse of oil granted to the widow of
Sarepta, the healing of Naaman the Syrian leper (Luke 4; 25; the free passage
that Jonah had inside the great fish, the result of Jonah's preaching (Matt. 12;

39); and the teiTible destructions that overtook the cities of T^re and Sidon in
fulfilment of Efeekiel's prophecies (Matt. 11; 21).

The personages of the Old Testament are to many "historical myths," as real

as our old-time friend the Giant Killer; but the testimony of Christ smashes such
a theory into shivers. I would have liked to dwell a little on some of the names

mentioned below, and contrasted Christ's testimony with the wonderful "myth
theory," but must be content merely to mention the names of those to whom

Christ testifies. Abel, Noah, Abraham, Lot, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, David, Solomon,
the Queen of Sheba, Elijah, Elisha, Jonah, Daniel, Isaiah and Zacharias the
martyred prophet.

The divinity of Christ and the truth of these testimonies stand or fall together.
His pre-existence assures us that when He spoke of persons, incidents or

writers. He testified to that which He knew. That He who was "Truth and Light"

adopted popular fallacies on these matters, and, rather than bear the storm which

unpleasant truths would bring, left them to be told by present-day teachers, we
can hardly conceive. The wise, safe and true course is to accept with simple, child
like faith the testimonies of Christ as the deliverances of the Highest. That Book

which He thought well to pore over, to fill His sOul with and to constantly refer
to, we may well make the object of our deepest, truest and most sympathetic study,
imtil like the swelling of the tide its mighty influence heaves and surges in our
souls.

L.G,

THIN€$ MOST SURELY BEUiViD
Amomit us
5: One Church

THE great mystery of the ages has been the formation of the church, that "calledout Assembly of believers", "a people from among people", speaking different
languages, observing different customs, of different colours and races, and from
different age groups. Its designer is God, who planned it, like the Bible, to outlast

time. As the Bible speaks of a risen Lord, so the church worships a risen Lord.
The church is of Divine order and system, is built on one foundation, Christ, the
Apostles and prophets laying that foundation with the saints, past and present,
its fabric. It has one ordinance of admission, baptism, and by baptism we mean

believers' immersion. It has one table, the Lord's table, at which "they who have

gladly received his word and have been baptised and added to the church" (Acts

2:41-47), sit and worship, breaking bread and drinking of the cup in memory of
their Pounder, Jesus Christ.

This Divine plan also makes for perpetuity with its inclusion of aged Christians,
middle-aged Christians, and the young; the aged with their wisdom bom of a

long experience in the things of God; the midde-aged, with their experienced
activity; and the young with their zeal and enthusiasm, often requiring guidance
and understanding. The old to teach the young, and the young to be in subjection
to the elder; in short the Old Testament principle, "Ye shall teach your children
and your children's children."

The purpose of the church is to be a witness to all nations. Beginning in
Jerusalem, it had to "preach repentance and remission of sins in his name flmpng
all nations" (Luke 24:4), to "work out its own salvation in fear and trembling"
(Phil. 2:12).

The church was also designed to be governed by three tenets—principles,
precepts and practices.
Principles—fundamental truths; precepts—amoral and
spiritual laws; practices—the Divine examples given to us for our guidance in
the New Testament.

Its driving force—the force of love.

One might be tempted to ask at this stage whether, with all this guidance,
should not the church be perfect? For in fact the church is far from perfect.
Let us point out that, whilst the Divine plan outlined in the New Testament is

perfect, you cannot have a perfect church with imperfect material; and the church
being composed of persons themselves imperfect—in various stages of achieving
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maturity, prone to sin, and of limited knowledge—there are bound to be
imperfections. The Lord knew this, which is why the churches were formed and
were given the New Testament for their guidance.

It is a remarkable fact that where man has not tre^assed in God's domain
there is order. It is only where man is that disorder reigns. As one writer put
it, "Man has an almost infinite capacity for organising chaos." Yet the Bible
teaches us that we are "God's workmanship"—God working on us and through

us and in us that 1^ His grace we may be His witnesses in a "wicked and untoward
generation, among whom we are to shine as lights in the world."
So in spite of the many differences of race, language, colours and clime, with
many different customs, thoughts and opinions we are to be "all one in Christ
Jesus"—a formidable but a Divinely appointed task, and one from which we must
not shirk, owning one Lord, and one God, one Bible, one church.
(Concluded)
HAROLD BAINES.

'IN THE BEGINNING COD'
THE Bible opens with the sublime statement: "In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth." (Gen. 1:1). In his brief sentence the ancient lawgiver of

Horeb reveals more concerning the origin of the universe than all the wisest
philosophers of Greece and Rome ever knew. On the grounds of pure reason this
te the most plausible account of the beginning of things that has ever been pre
sented to the attention of man. It is worthy of the subject in question. Those who

reject it in favour of a more scientific (!) explanation involve themselves hope
lessly in manifold difficulties. The universe exists. It is an effect of stupendous
magnitude. It must have had an adequate cause. In it are the unmistakable
evidences of design, it must have had a designer; it is a universe of law and order,
it must have had a lawgiver. God alone is a sufficient First Cause.
It is worthy of note that Moses, the writer of Genesis, took the existence of
God as granted. He advanced no evidences to prove that God is. He assumed that
his readers would accept his statement without proof or argument. Was it that
he felt, as some in modern times do, that his readers would grant the existence of
God on the basis of their innate sense of dependence upon, and responsibility to,
a Supreme Being? (In this connection it is contended that wherever man is found,
even in the rankest state of heathenism, he is not entirely destitute of this intuitive
recognition of a Supreme Power and of dependence upon him. This seems to be
true. Moffat, the missionary, reported that certain African tribes were without any
sense of religion or of a divine existence; but his testimony was corrected by his
son-in-law, David Livingstone, who said: "The existence of God is everywhere
recognised in Africa.") Or was it that he assumed their belief in God on the
grounds that the creation of the world are clearly seen, being perceived through
the things that are made, even his everlasting power and divinity." (Rom. 1:20)?
And: "The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth his
handiwork. Day unto day uttereth speech and night imto night showeth know
ledge." (Psalm 19:1, 2). Whether these considerations were in the mind of the
writer at the time Genesis was composed, we do not know; but it is certain that

Moses knew that his immediate readers, the Israelites, had descended from a long
line of ancestors, among whom, from Adam down to their fathers, knowledge of
the true God had been kept alive. Besides, he knew that the Israelites had seen
the mighty wonders of the Lord displayed in terrible judgment on the Egyptians;
they had witnessed the exercise of his power at the sniiting of the Red Sea; they
had been the recipients of his miraculous provisions in the wilderness; and, above
all, they had seen Sinai ablaze with his glory and had heard him speak in "the
voice of words" (Heb. 12:19). The whole scene was awe-inspiring and unforgettable.
Yet we do not know that this knowledge on the part of the Israelites accounts for
the absence from Genesis of formal argument in proof of the Divine Being. But
the existence of God is not all that is assumed in the statement.

It assumes, as Murphy in his able work on Genesis suggests, the eternity of
God, for he is before all things; and as nothing comes from nothing, he himself
must have always been. It implies his omnipotence, for he creates the universe
of things; it implies his infinite freedom, for he begins a new course of action: it
implies his infinite wisdom, for a ftomos, an order of matter and mind, can come
only from a being of absolute intelligence; it implies his essential goodness, for
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the Sole, Eternal, Almighty, All-Wise, and All-Sufficient Being has no reason, no
motive, and no capacity for evil. It assumes him to be beyond all limits of time and
place, as he is before all time and place.
But this introductory statement of the Bible is remarkable for what it
specifically mentions as well as for what it assiunes and implies. The adverbial
phrase of time, "in the beginning," while undefined and indefinite in point of
duration, suggests that the act of creation did not take place in past eternity,
since eternity had no beginning. Some think that the phrase has reference to the
initial moment of time and creation. How long since the period described as the
"beginning" began, no one knows. Nor does anyone know how long it lasted. No
one can tell how long the universe has been created. It is enougs for us to know
that "in the beginning" God — Elohim, the Mighty One — gave existence to the
heavens and the earth. Qf all the names and titles applied to the Almighty, it

seems peculiarly fitting that, in this connection, the one which emphasises his
limitless power should be employed. Scholars, in all ages, have called attention
to the fact that Elohim is plural in form, being the plural or El, or Eloah. They
have seen in this use of the plural, they thought, an intentional suggestion of the
plurality of persons in the Godhead. Certainly other Scriptures teach that Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit were active in creation. Also these same scholars hdve

called attention to the fact that the verb "created" (bara) is in the singular.
Consequently they have concluded that this first pronouncement of the Bible
teaches both the plurality and the unity of the Godhead. The word "create" means
to bring into existence something where nothing previously was. In this connectiofi

it means that the heavens and the earth were called into being by the di^ne
command. "For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast."

(Psalm 33:9). "By faith we understand that the worlds have been framed by the
word of God, so that what is seen hath not been made out of things which
appear." (Heb. 11:3).

This sentence refutes many false doctrines which have arisen since the
imiverse, including man, was created. It denies atheism. It assumes the existence
of God and describes him as the All-Wise Creator of the heavens and the earCh.
It condemns polytheism, for it sets forth the unity of God, It denies materialism

—matter is not eternal, for it positively asserts the creation of matter. It upsets
the very foundations of Christian Science, for it declares the existence of matter.
It demolishes the doctrine of pantheism, because it assumes the existence of God

before, and independent of, the existence of all things. He made all things that

have been made. This one sentence disproves the doctrine of fatalism, for it
assumes the freedom of the Divine Being.
Let the whole creation praise Jehovah, for "he commanded, and they were
created." (Psalm 148:5).

Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit.
(Eph, 6, 18.)

Prayer—secret, fervent, believing prayer—lies at the root of all personal godliness.
Wm, Carey.

Prayer is the creator as well as the channel of devotion.

E. M. Bounds.

Prayer is the ifiost important thing in my life. If I should neglect it for a single
day, I should lose a great deal of the fire of faith.

Martin Luther,

Have faith in God.

(Mark 11, 22.)

It is through the open door of our faith—that is, of our complete surrender and
full trust—that Christ comes in, and it is while those conditions are maintained
that He abides within to cleanse and keep us clean,
E. W. Moore.
I have learned, in> whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content
(PhU. 4,11.)

We cannot make our own circumstances; we cannot keep away from our life the
sickness, the pain, the sorrow, the misfortunes; yet as Christians we are meant to
live in any and all experiences in unbroken peace, in sweet restfulness of soul.
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"THE law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the Lord

Is sure, making wise the simple. The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the
heart: the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear of
the Lord is clean, enduring forever: the judgments of the Lord are true and
righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine

gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. Moreover by them is thy servant
warned: and in keeping of them there is great reward. Who can imderstand his
errors? Cleanse thou me from secret faults. Keep back thy servant also from

presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me: then shall I be upright,

and I shall be innocent from the great transgression. Let the words of my mouth!
and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength

and my redeemer" (Psalm 19:7-14). In this reading we learn, among other things!

David's attitude toward the words of the Lord, and his desire to be Innocent of

presumptuous sins. This attitude could well be repeated by many today, in the

church as well as outside of it. Presumption is defined as: "too great pride, hope
or confidence; also, something which is believed to be so, but not proved." Thus'

presumption is a sin, either way it might be taken, and actually becomes a matter

of trying to help God.

Men in Old Testament times were guilty of "helping God." When God
promised to bless Abraham and his seed after him, Abraham had no child This

being true, and Sarah being barren, Abraham was not able to see how this
promise would be kept. He committed the sin of presumption by attempting to
Hagar, his wife's handmaid, who bore him Ishmael (Gen

16:1, 2). This was not only rebelUon toward God's marriage law (Matt. 19:8), it was
m ignorance of God's true purpose, revealed in Gen. 17:1-19. This sin of presump
tion led to family grief, in addition to being displeasing in the sight of God.
• (1 Sam. 15:1-3),
commanded
Saul
to utterly
sins
and he
returned
withdestroy
Agag, the
the Amalekltes
king, and because
the bestofoftheir
the

^cK3, Sauls was the sin of presumption. He was trying to "help God" by savins

the best for sacrifice. This was direct rebellion against God's order. God doesn't
w^t such sacrifices: "And Samuel said, Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt
offenngs and s^rifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is
*1^.
than
the fat
of rams" (1 Sam. 15:22). For
this, God rejected Saul from hearken
being king
(1 Sam.
15:23).

Moses sought to "help God" by striking the rock, when God had commanded
him simply to speak to the rock (Num. 20:8) in order to bring forth water for the
Israelites. Mo^ no doubt believed that this should be done; yet, it was In disobedience to God s command, and because of it, Moses was refused the privilege
of leading the children of Israel into the land of Canaan, the promised land He
presumed it would be pleasing, but it was not.

ITzzah committed such a sin by touching the ark of the covenant, which he

^2 Sam. 6:6, 7). He too, thought he could "help'

God, but as a result was pumshed with instant death.
The question naturally arises with some, "What is wrong in such when ifc i?

of God^l^d^erkrnl^d
help? And then, it shows conceit — can we give such help?

oii?

OCTA

only ones guilty of the sin of presumption; others in that

*

human creeds are claimed to be simply a help in under-

arf'
^
people
are to 1be governed
are guilty of "helping God." Does Hewhich
need religious
man's helo
in
determining what is to be believed or practised? Can man give such "heln?^' Is

''A

F

walketl'to St Keps^

addition to C^d^s pfan? JSd it L

to h/with
respect. Men presume (believe
without proper proof) that many things are acceptable to God

they are in rebellion against Him. Sprinkling for baptism, baptism

because one is saved, wearing of religious titles, and the like, are Sv a few S

the presumptuos sins in denominationalism.

scri

^

arrangemente, the "sponsoring church," and others, without

than
mentioned;
yet
some brethren insist upon such. Forpresumption
man to think
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arrangement, His organisation for His church, and His work, is to be guilty of
"helping God," committing the sin of presumption. Additions to the divinely
authorised worship and work of the church are among the sins of "helping God."
He has revealed His will and His way, and expects man to walk accordingly.
Those who presume that they know better, and can do better with their

promotions, go beyond that which is written (2 John 9), leading the way, as it
were, in things without divine sanction. Such is an effort to "lead God," and is
therefore, rebellion. Even though many are doubtless sincere in their efforts, it
remains — Presumption is sin!
Eugene Crawley: "Truth," May, 1966.

that is in the woi-ld by lust" (2 Peter 1:4).
Preachers were already making merchan

SGRIPl^VJRE
RE^^DlNGiS

dise of their work in the Church (2 Peter

2:3), and some actually "having eyes
full of adultery" (verse 14), introducing
sexual promiscuity where pure and holy
love should have been.

2—Deut.
9—Deut
16—Deut.
23—Deut.
30—Deut.

IJohn 4:1-12
lJohn4:13 to 5:5
Ijohn 5:6-21

12:29 to 13:5
16:1-8
18:9-22
19:1-13
22:1-12

2 John
3 John

"RECALL TO FUNDAMENTALS"

THOSE

who

are

English Bible will

reading

the

New

recognise our title

this month and we make no apology for
using it. We regard the letters from
John the apostle as the "last words" of
an experienced old man who had shared

with his fellow-apostles an absolutely
unique

experience

and

responsibility.

Like Peter he thinks it right "to stir you
up by putting you in remembrance"
(2 Peter 1:12), for although the truth had
been revealed and passed on, the danger
of DRIFTING AWAY from it was ever-

present and some had already done this.

While the faithfulness of many rejoiced

his heart, he must have been deeply

grieved to write to "the elect lady" and
say "Many deceivers are gone forth into
the world" and to instruct her to refuse

hospitality to such.
What heai'tbreaking sorrow must have been in
volved

in

dealing

with

Diotrephes'

actually refusing apostolic instruction
and imposing his will upon the church.
The urgent need for determined and
persistent adherence to the ways and
the commandments originally delivered
on the authority and by the power of the

Holy Spirit Himself presses heavily on

the apostle's heart and the whole letter

reflects this anxiety. He sees vividly the

deadly attractions of the world, the flesh
and the devil.
"little

He wants his beloved

children"

to

have

The bulk of the

membership however continued to mani
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the

same

anxiety to abide where they began.
What a commentary has history made
on the warnings and exhortations in
these letters! Before the last apostle

fest a most wonderful faith in face of

fearful persecution, and so by reason of
this, heathenism gradually but surely
faded out. By the subtle working of the
"prince of the powers of the air" (Eph.
2:2), this apparent victory was turned
into comparative defeat, and while the
civilising influence of the Saviour's
teaching began its work in Europe, the
dark ages ensued with the Word of God
hidden under the rubbish of human in

vention and perversion.
Now we have that Word as "the world's
best seller." The extent to which it is
taken into the heart and translated into

action is the extent of its blessing in the
individual. How sad it is that so few

do fully surrender to the Saviour's claim,
and who feel utterly confident that they
have in fact the assurance of eternal
life. The witness of the apostles is that

God gave unto them eternal life in the
person of His Son. He lived among
them, they through their belief (faith)
in Him became His, and through their

witness passed on to us exactly the same
happens to us. We take possession of
Him as He takes possession of us.

We speak of John as "the apostle of
love" and this is correct. We must
realise that "this is the love of God that

we keep His commandments" (5:3). So
ill this letter three things are inextricably
interwoven—faith, love and obedience.
The negative and the positive are re

peatedly put before us. We are in

structed "not to believe every spirit"
(4:1); "not to love the world" (2:15):

"not to obey the instincts of the flesh"
(3:8etc.), not to heed false teaching
(4:5 etc.). It is essential to believe the

message of the apostles, for that belief
brings the new life (5:1) but it cannot
stop at mere mental assent. It must

(Acts 20:29) were at work in the "flock,"

issue in love, and real love is active
(3:16-18). It must involve us in confes
sion of Jesus as Son of God, and it will

who had "escaped from the corruption

(3:13).

had passed away the "grievous wolves"

drawing away from "the faith" those

bring us into collision with the world
False teachers will win "con-
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verts" because they are "of the world"
anyway, so popularity is no measure of
real success and what goes for success
may be victory for Satan. What is the

before the world of lost sinners, and that
is: "God loved the woi'ld so much that

test?

eternal life" (John 3:16, N.E.B.). I think
wfe must concede that the "giving" in

One test, and it is infallible, is

whether or not the apostolic word is
accepted—"We are of God" (4:6).
Scepticism about the Word of God is
fatal to the receipt of eternal life be
cause it is refusal of the testimony of
the Holy Spirit through the anostles
R. B. SCOTT

POINTS TO PONDER
Because of an inordinate desire to do

all the talking a man has missed hearing
a lot of needful information.

It is true that the willing horse gets
the heaviest load. It is equally true that
he develops the strongest muscles and
gets the most corn.
A

Christian is in the world but not

of the world.
His citizenship is in
heaven. He thinks on heavenly things.
He lives on a higher level.
Unto the
divine pattern—the life of Christ—he
conforms his life.

When your neighbour's house is in
flame, your own house is in danger. No
man can live unto himself.

To a certain

He gave His only Son, that everyone v/ho
has faith in Him may not die but have
this case carries more than just the idea
that God sent His Son and left it en-

tii-ely to men to treat Him as they
wished. Surely we have not forgotten
the beautiful sentiments of the hymn we
have sung so often:—
There was no other good enough
To pay the price of sin;
He only could unlock the gates
Of Heaven, and let us in.
And so (3od "gave" Him to die because
He alone could pay the price. This does
not

detract

from

the

heinousness

could have been viler.

But on the other

hand, it magnifies the "love" which
prompted the gift, not only on the part
of Jesus, but of the Father too.

This is not made in a spirit of harsh
criticism, for I know that in your heart
you agree with what I write, but I do

think your emphasis is wrong. Let us
place the right blame on those who per
petuated the cruel deed, but the sdmost
excessive love which moved both the
Father and the Son should be blazoned

extent, your own salvation is bound up
with the salvation of others. When you
lift a fellowman, you lift yourself.
Christian
education
makes youth

it for themselves.

aware that he has a
mind.

ter: who sends whom to hell?

soul as well as a

of

those who cruelly crucified Him—nothing

a.s though it was written on the vault of
Heaven so that all could see it and read

Now for the reverse side to this mat

On page

87 you conclude another line of reason

If people would quit digging pits on
Saturday night, there would not be so
many oxen in the ditch on Sunday
morning.

ing with these words: "No, God does not
send anyone to hell: a man sends him
self, it is the result of his own choice"

CORRESP0NDENCE

(last paragraph).
One can readily see what it is you
are trying to convey, but again it is a
matter of wrong emphasis. No man

Dear Carlton.—Will you permit me to
call in question two statements you make

in your editorial in August "S.S."?
The first concerns the

not go there.

This is

found in your summary of your reason
ing on page 86, last paragraph, in these
words: "But Peter does not say any such
thing. He says that Jesus Christ came
into the world not to suffer and die by
the will of God, but by the will of man.

Peter says, not that Christ was crucified
BY THE DEFINITE PLAN AND PORE-

Nor is the responsibility

that of the Evil One who may have done

the tempting.

Father's atti

tude to the death of His Son.

sends himself to hell, for if he had the
choice at the close of his life he would

The responsibility for

what God does at this point may be

shared by the sinner and the deceiver,
but the final act belongs to God. He
consigns the sinner to his final home.
But this should only serve, when ade
quately emphasised, to show the love of
God more clearly; it is against this fate
that God "gave" His only Son, as His
death alone could save any one of us
from this awful eternal destiny.

KNOWLEDGE OP GOD but by the will
of men. This whole paragraph stresses

J. B. KENDRICK

this aspect of the Lord's death—that it
was wholly and entirely the work of evil
men."

Not for one moment would I

URGENT APPEALS

Dear Brethren,—I am sure it is the de
reason

against human responsibility for

the

death of the Lord, but to place it en

tirely on that basis destroys another
aspect which needs to be emphasised

sire of every faithful child of God to
see a congregation of the Lord's people
ill every city, town and village. Being
convinced of this I am appealing on be
half

of

Geoffrey

Sheldon,

a

young
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brother in Christ, for your help to try
and accomplish, this in Hucknall. his
home town. This young man, whom I
contacted at work

and

who

was

im-

mex'sed recently, with a young lady who
xvill be his wife when you read this, is
planning to hold a campaign there from
November 12th-20th.

Everything has been arranged, includ
ing the booking of the hall, but he is
asking for your prayers and financial
help in this matter. The cost is esti
mated to be about £50 and if churches

Ox* individuals can help him with this,
will they send their donations either to
me or direct to Bro. Sheldon, who re

sides at 66 Beardall Street, Hucknall.
Notts, j. W. Dodsley, 17 St. Thomas
Avenue, Kirkby-in-Ashfield, Notts.
ANOTHER

I am reluctant to ask brethren to help

who have already given to the fund, and
some weeks ago I
circularised the
churches which had not previously con
tributed. We hope that all churches able
to give a little will do so—no contribution
can possibly be too small; and in this
way we can together get access to the
printing machinery and commence tlie
production of tracts and gospel litera
ture. Please give serious thought to this
request brethren for we are so near to
accomplishing this good wox-k. Remem
ber our African brethren in your prayers.
As before send all donations to: James

R.
Gardiner,
88 Davidson Terrace,
Haddington, East Lothian, Scotland.

NEWS

URGENT APPEAL

FROM

IE CHURCHES

CAMEROONS EVANGELISATION
FUND

In the July issue of the "S.S." I, as
the administrator of the above fund,
published an urgent appeal. I am happy
to say that many good brethren have
responded and although we have not yet
achieved what we set out to achieve I

am still very confident that we shall. All
we need is a little more help and in this
report I will try to indicate to what
extent.

As I mentioned in the last report the

printing apparatus is being purchased in
three consignments. The first two have
been paid for—£340, and indeed have
arrived in Africa. We cannot yet. how
ever, take receipt of them because of the
customs
duties
imposed
by
the
Cameroons Government.

At first they

Beulah Road, Kirkby-in-Ashfietd. —
Those who joined with us on July ICth
to note the occasion of the anniversary

of the church's being established here
will agree that a time of wonderful fel
lowship was experienced.

About 80 sat

down to tea and this number was in

creased to over 100 for the gospel meet
ing in the evening. Tlie brethren were
addressed by two speakers, Bro. Eric
Winter of Cleveleys and Bro. Philip Par-

tington of Ince, who acquitted

them

selves nobly in the exposition of the
word to the edifying and uplifting of all

present. We take this opportunity of
thanking Ijoth brethren for their

said that religious material would be
duty free, but now say tha.t only

labours in the Lord

materials used in church services is free

capably on the Lord's Day and we v/ere

of
at
45
it

indeed strengthened on our Christian

duty, and that machinery is dutiable
60 per cent. Their first estimate was
per cent and when this was contested,
was raised to 60 per cent. Brother

Elangwe has been remonstrating with
the Cameroons Ministry of Economy and

has shown me the correspondence. While
we may deprecate having to deal with
customs ofBcials who are administering

a

system of customs and duties less
sophisticated than our own British ones,

nevertheless v/e still have to pay what

they ask. and pay it as swiftly as we can
to reduce storage and wharfage charges.
I have already sent £154 to Brothei*
Elangwe to help meet these customs
duties but we need
approximately
another £76 before we can take receipt
of these crates. The third crate will

probably cost £100 but we are postpon
ing the purchase of this until we have
met the charges on the first two. I have
been trying to save the money for the
third consignment and have saved £58
4s. 8d. but may have to utilise this for
the charges just mentioned.

to

usward.

Bro.

Partington also served the church most
journey.
It was made known to us on the same

weekend, that two young people whose
sincere interest in the gospel and the
true way of salvation had been evinced

after long contact with Bro. John Dodslev, were now desirous of putting on the
Lord in baptism. On Monday, July 25th,
they were added to the Lord at an ex
tremely well attended meeting.
Bro.
Dodsley presided and Bro. Winstanley

performed the baptisms, following this
by an address on conversion.
tliat

the

Lord

will

bless

We ti-ust
our

young

brother and sister on their way.
Tom Woodhouse

Loughborough (Oxford Street).—All
present at the Bank Holiday Monday
meetings (August 29th) agreed that this
experimental venture was a great suc
cess. The 9 a.m. prayer meeting was fol
lowed by a 10 a.m. study session at
which Prank Worgan gave a lecture on

Personal Evangelism. A helpful discus-
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sion period followed. At 2.30 p.m. fifteenminute talks on The

Church's

Praise
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chan, Tranent, and the meeting was
presided over by Bro. David Sneddon,

were given by Geoffrey Ellis, Eric Limb,

Slamannan.

John Dodsley and Albert Winstanley.
This too was followed by a thorough dis

The chairman's opening remarks and
the addresses given were well thought
out and presented and led to lively dis

cussion in which many visiting brethren
participated. At the evening meeting
Raymond Hill and Leon Crouch, both of
Liverpool, spoke on the theme "The Call
to be Different," and "The Divine Call."

A large crowd, including some nonmembers, gathered to hear these mes
sages.

On Tuesday evening. Prank Worgan
lectured on the question: "The Book of
Mormon—does it contain 'the fulness of

cussion on this theme.

Again it was felt that these meetings
are well worth while, a fact clearly re
vealed by the number of brethren
present, God willing, we hope to meet
next in the Haddington Church Meetingplace on Saturday. December 3rd, 1966,
to discuss "Gambling—Why Not?" led by
Bro. J. Moncrieff, Haddington and Bro.
Mark Plain, Tranent and presided over

the everlasting gospel'?" Once again the
discussion period was extremely valu

by Bro. P. Strachan, Tranent.

able.

for the use of their meeting-place and
all who helped in the catering.
We thank our Heavenly Father for his
blessings, and we trust through these

We thank God for all who helped to
make these meetings such a time of
blessing and encouragement.
A. E. Winstanley

Morley.—^Much
interest
has
been
shown and prayer made for the effort
of the Morley congregation to realise
their hope of being able to have Bro.
Pbilio Partington working with them in
a full-time capacity.
We are pleased therefore to be able
to inform you that with the promise of
financial support from sister churches,
the Evangelistic Fund and other dona
tions sent for this cause, Bro. Parting-

We thank the brethren at Motherwell

studies of His word we shall be led to
walk closer to His desires.

Hugh Davidson
Wallacestone.—With great joy we re
port that on Wednesday, August 32st,
Charles Grant, eldest son of Bro. and
Sis. James Grant, put on the Lord Jesus

in baptism. After our brother's immer
sion Bro. D. Dougall preached a strong
message on "The Wedding Garment."
On August 21st, we also had a sister re
stored to fellowship. We thank God for

ton will commence his labours with us

these additions to our number and take

on October 1st.

fresh courage.

We ask that you continue to remember
us in your prayers, that we shall go from
strength to strength, many be converted
from error,
and Christ's name be

Wigan (Albert Street).—The Autumn
Rally of the churches of Christ took
place on Saturday, September 10th.
These meetings, designed to foster love

exalted.

We thank you for your help and
prayers and ask for your future support
as we labour in His vineyard together.
Michael Gaunt

James Grant

in and towards the household of faith,

proved a real tonic to members from
many churches as they heard inspiring
messages in the afternoon from Bro.
John Dodsley, of Kirkby-in-Ashfield on
"What it means to be a Christian," and
Bro. Eric Winter, of Cleveleys, on "The

Peterhead.—Again we rejoice in hear
ing "What must I do to be saved." Our
young sister Anne Brown was immersed
on Lord's day, August 28th.

Purpose of the Church." Both were fol
lowed by profitable discussion. The meet

She is the granddaughter of Bro. and

Breakell who gave a warm welcome to

Sister John Cowie.

May she go from

ing was presided over by Bro. John

all concerned.

Afterwards about 90 par

strength to strength in the service of

took of tea provided by the sisters in the

oiu- Lord.

Church.

We ask for your prayers brethren for
the

month's

mission

with

Bro.

Tom

Nisbet. May we see many souls won for

His Kingdom.

Alex E. Strachan

Slamannan District.—A large number
of brethren from the churches in the
Slamannan district supported by breth
ren from Haddington, Kirkcaldy and

Buckie, met in the Motherwell Church

Meeting-house on Saturday, September
3rd, 1966, for mutual benefit in the dis
cussion of "Bread at the Lord's Supper
—Leavened or Unleavened?"

The discussion was led by Bro. Angus

Davidson, Motherwell, and Peter Stra

In the evening, Bro. W. Smith presid

ing. about 130 joined in a short session

of hymn singing arranged by Bro. Jack
Parker, followed by an appeal and
thanks to the church by Bro. Charles
Limb. The good news of salvation was

presented by Bro. John Wood of Dum-

fermline, whose message greatly streng
thened and inspired all who were

present. Bro. Wood exhorted the church

and Bro. John Dodsley preached the

gospel on the Lord's Day. We trust that
the seed sown may bear fruit in the

future, and we express our grateful
thanks for help and labours given in the
Master's service.
W. Smith
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COMING

THE LAST BAGGAGE

EVENTS

Ince-in-Makerf.eld (Lanes). — Special
Gospel Effort. Saturday, October 15th,
to Friday, October 21st.
Meetings
nightly at 7.30 p.m. Preacher, Jack H.
Exum (Evangelist from Belfast). Please
support us by your prayers and presence.
Accommodation gladly provided.

WHAT may we take in our cold dead
hands.
To the great white throne away?
What may we take to plead for us.
In the light of judgement day?

Crouch of Liverpool will commence on

The crumbs of bread to a hungry waif.
The words of cheer to the poor.
The heart of hope that we left behind.

Monday, October 10th at 7.30 p.m. These

When we entered that troubled door.

Lessons in Greek taught by Bro. Leon

meetings will be held every fortnight.

The little song that we blithely sang.

Main Street, East Ardsley.—51st Anni
versary, Saturday and Lord's Day, Octo

When the words were needed so;
The cheerful look and the kindly hand.
We may take when called to go.

ber 29th and 30th.

Saturday: Tea 4.15 p.m.
Evening 6
p.m. Chaii-man, David Barlow (Morley).
Speaker, Prank Worgan (Ince).
Lord's Day; Breaking of bread 2.30
p.m. Gospel 6 p.m. Speaker, Pi-ank

But never a cent to the Throne of God.

Though millions we may claim;
Never a cent to plead for us,
Save the pennies in His name.
The little words in kindness said

To a heart that was burdened so;

Worgan.

Come and join us in our celebrations.

The flower we left in the withered hand

Before we turned to go.
For we never can
friend.

MARRIAGE

Kenneth

Faulks

(Ilkeston)

to

tell

in

the

casual

Just how will fall the spray.
We are only sure that the things we give.
Are the things we take away.

Christine Beatrice Eccles (Birmingham)
at

the

Church of Christ,

Bums St..

Ilkeston. on Saturday, September 3rd.
1966. P. Gregory, officiating.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS

On Saturday. 10th Septcinbor, 19fi6. Bro.

David Dongall officiatinf*. William Sharp
to Kay Findlay, both of Wallacostone
chiircli. "Will reside at 28 Carse Crescent,
Lauriestoii, Falkirk.

Douglas Melling (Wigan) to Margaret
Longden
(Kirkby-in-Ashfield) in the
meeting-place at Beulah Road, Kirkby,

Edwai'd Pickersgill. secretary of church
at East Ardsley. Wakefield: 7A New
Bank St.. Morley, Yorks.
CHANGE OF SECRETARY

As Bro. Philip Partington will be com
mencing full-time preaching on October

1st, 1986, Bro. Wm. Hurcumbe, 61 Ladies

Saturday, September 17th, Tom Wood-

Lane, Hindley, Via Wigan, Lanes., will be

house officiating.

the new secretary.
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ARE WE REALLY NECESSARY?
MOST groups and associations have the tendency—and often the smaller the body
the greater the tendency—to hold an exaggerated view of their importance, and
of the necessity of their existence. Churches and denominations equally with
secular bodies show this tendency.
We all regard ourselves as more or less
indispensable, and question if the world can get along without us, or even if God
can accomplish His will without us. We like to regard ourselves as of more
importance than we really are, and to think that we are contributing a vital
portion to the whole body of truth, religious or otherwise.
The co-operation becomes a denomination
Some forty-five years ago a movement began among Churches of Christ in
tho then Co-operation for getting themselves more widely known and recognised
among religious denominations. This movement, led by a few determined brethren,
spread rapidly. After a few years we boasted that we had become known, recognised
and accepted, especially among the Free Churches. Eagerly, and without consulting
the individual churches, the annual conference went ahead: Churches of Christ

became members of such bodies as the Free Church Federal Council, the British
Council of Churches and now are joined with the World Council of Churches and
are identified wholeheartedly (so far as regards those leading the Churches of
Christ in the Association)

in the ecumenical movement.

It was insisted that the "distinctive witness" of Churches of Christ would

be presented more clearly by mixing among and, to some extent, uniting with
such bodies. No vital principles would be compromised; within these religious
associations we sliould still bear our witness to New Testament Christianity. As
was foreseen and warned against, these rosy prospects did not materialise and
promises were not fulfilled. Before long it was seen that Churches of Christ were
being more influenced by the religious bodies they mixed with than those bodies
were being influenced by us. Tlie witness in those circles to New Testament
Christianity was feeble. Soon we were copying the practices and methods of
those with whom we were identified; and not only the practices but the teaching.
Pushed through the theological college (then at Overdale, Birmingham) and
through the pages of the "Christian Advocate" and other literature, modernistic
theology was insinuated through the churches. Scripture was watered down; even
tho New Testament was departed from, and today it is true to say that the New
Testament plays little part as the authority for the Churches of Christ.
The
distinctive witness" has been abandoned; the churches have taken over the views,
the outlook, the language and the ways of denominationaiism. As was obvious
from the beginning of this wider movement. Churches of Christ in the Association
have become simply a denomination among denominations; swallowed up in the
ecumenical movement. They play a negligible part in influencing any decisions.
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Even the desire is lacking to contribute anything "distinctive" to the counsels
of the afaiiating bodies. We have assimilated far more than has been contributed:
all sorts of traditions have been introduced into the churches without reference

to their scripturalness. Far more concern is shown to please religious friends than
to be faithful to the plain teaching of the word of God—the very reason for our

existence is to bear witness to that. Ceasing that witness we cease to have any
reason for existing. We are unnecessary; we can be managed without, and nobody
will be the worse for our dying out.
"These things are for our learning"
Seeing that the movement for restoration of New Testament Christianity was
being betrayed and thrown overboard for the sake of popularity and the appearance
of united strength, some brethren and a few churches would not be identified
with these things. At first it was a few brethren who raised their voices against
what was being done in the name of the churches and without their consent, or
even at times their knowledge. The protests grew in strength, until whole churches
were withdrawing from the Co-operation, refusing to have any part in the imscriptural, worldly and denominational mixture of many creeds. Soon after the
second world war withdrawals of churches were averaging about five a year. The
consequence was that the number of those counted in churches in the Co-operation
declined from about 16,000 to fewer than 10,000 within those few years.

But those withdrawing formed more than a protest movement. They bore
and bear much more than negative testimony to "the things most surely believed
amongst us." What we plead for is the reason for the existence of this periodical:
"A complete return to Christianity as it was in the beginning." That means that
positively we present and insist upon those things in the New Testament which
are patently fundamental if the church is to be the church of Christ; and that
negatively we reject those things which cannot find their justification in the
New Testament. We are aware that this statement raises many questions as to
what are fundamentals, what is binding upon Christians, to what extent can we
allow those things which are agreed upon as"expedient" and how far are we
allowed liberty as churches and as individual Christians. But. as the word of
God completely furnishes us in every good work, and makes the man of God
<'omplete in doctrine and service, we find within those limitations ample outlet
and guidance for all ages in accomplishing the will of God in the world. It is
safe to be as broad as the New Testament—and as narrow,
"For the love of God is broader
Than the measures of man's mind."

Let us leam from the examples of our own history. The ancient people of God,
Israel, were constantly warned that when they came into the land which God had
given them they were not to look with longing upon the nations around them,
with their elaborate worship, their highly organised systems and their great num
bers. In spite of these warnings the Israelites did largely go the way of other
nations, forgetting that God had His purposes to work out through them towards
the world. So did the church of Christ in the early centuries: she sold her piurity
and independence for the tinsel of the world and shared in its wealth. So did
the noble Restoration Movement of the early nineteenth century, both in America
and in this country, in letting go the purity of her appeal for the faith of the
first chiurch for the "mess of pottage" held out to her in the praises and plaudits
of men.

Are we really necessary? Have we any vital message for the world? Have
we anything to contribute that will point out the "more excellent way" to our
fellow-men who are bewildered by the many contradictory voices of religion, and
are equally bewildered by the attempts being made for a "worldwide" Church; by
the so-called reconciling of these many voices in attempting to show that, after
all, we are "all one in Christ Jesus"? It doesn't make sense. But the clear and

simple plea of Christ in the New Testament does make sense. And, so long as that
is our plea, we are really necessary.
EDITOR.
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PAUL'S PRELECTIONS 1
(2 Thessalouiaus 2:15)

MY remarks are based on Paul's words of exhortation and encouragement,
"Therefore brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been
taught whether by word, or by our epistle."

It may be said that it is a human tendency to jump to extremes, and this was
no less true of the early Christians than it is of anyone else. There were some
at that time who said there is no resurrection of the dead, that Christ had not

risen from the dead; and we can only conclude, that they therefore did not expect
him to retxim. It is equally evident from Paul's letter to the Thessalonians, that
some of them had gone to the opposite extreme, and held that the Lord's return
was imminent. They expected him to come in the very near future. Paul beseeches
them not to be soon shaken in mind, nor be troubled, neither by spirit nor by
letter as from the apostles, that the day of Christ was at hand; but he warns the
saints by prophetic utterance that there must first come a falling away from the
faith—a great apostasy—and a revealing of the Man of Sin, the Son of Perdition,
before the Lord returns. And he exhorts them to stand fast and hold the traditions
which they had been taught.
We note immediately that Judas Iscariot is spoken of as the Son of Perdition

in John 17, when Jesus, pouring forth his supplication for his saints in anticipation
of the sufferings of Calvary says, "I pray for them; I pray not for the world, but
for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine. And all mine are thine,

and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the
world, but there are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father: keep through
thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one as we are.
While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name; those that thou
gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the Son of Perdition, that
the scripture might be fulfilled." Judas Iscariot, the Son of Perdition was so called

because he was a professed disciple of the Lord, who sold his master for thirty
pieces of silver.
The Falling Away

Judas is not the Son of Perdition referred to in 2 Thessalonians 2, for he
had long since gone and hanged himself; but, in giving this title to this figure

which was yet to come, Paul indicates that this one would also be a professed
disciple of the Lord. This man would not be a heathen idolator, nor would he be
an apostate Jew, but he would be one within the church, and would oppose the
right judgments of God among his people.
In the ancient kingdom of Israel, God had dwelt between the cherubims over

shadowing the mercy seat in the holiest place in the tabernacle and the temple;
but Paul speaks of the New Covenant saying, "God is not confined to temples
made with hands " (Acts 17:24) and again (2 Corinthians 6:16) "Ye are the

temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in
them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people."

The Man of Sin, "who opposes and exalts himself against God, sitting in the
temple of God, and showing himself that he is God," refers to one who is num
bered with the saints, and who would rise to govern and to dictate to the church

as only God has the right to do. Paul's warning is against a great apostasy, when
men within the church would set themselves up with a human head, forsaking the
faith once delivered, usurping the place of Christ, and reigning as princes and
lords within the church, which is His body.
When Paul was on that final journey to Jerusalem where he was to make his
appeal to Csesar, he tarried for a short time at Miletus, and called for the elders

of the Ephesian church. And when they were come, he addressed them in passion
ate speech saying, "Take heed to the flock over which the Holy Spirit hath made
YOU overseers. For I knew this, that after my departing, shall grievous wolves
enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men
arise, speaking perverse things to draw away disciples after them."

124

SCRIPTURE STANDARD

Many today are not much concerned about strict adherance to the faith and

the traditions once delivered; but the apostles were concerned. Paul says, "I
ceased not to warn everyone of you night and day with tears, for the space of
three years."

Again in his first epistle to the Thessalonians, Paul speaks of something
"which withholdeth," or holds back, "the mystery of iniquity which already works"
—which mystery means a something covered, or not yet revealed; but which was

there, working xmder cover, where it could not readily be seen. The apostasy was
thei-e, in Paul's time, waiting, and biding its time. The day would come when the
Man of Sin would be revealed, when his works and his intentions would be made

known, but which was then being held back. "For the mystery of iniquity doth
already work, only he who hinders will hinder, until he be taken out of the way,"
—and THEN shall that wicked one be revealed." That the Man of Sin would soon

be revealed is evident from the fact that the apostasy was already working in the
church in Paul's day, and hence we look into the history of the church immediately
following the apostolic age for the appearance of the Man of Sin, and we have
no difiBculty in recognising him in the rise of the Roman Catholic Church with
its supreme bishop the Pope, who sits on the throne of the Roman Chiu-ch, showing
himself to be the supreme authority in the church, and who receives and accepts
the acclaim and honour which is due alone to God.

The Apostate Roman Church was hindered in its development by the civic
government of the Roman Empire. With the decline and fall of that empire, this
hindrance was removed; a perverted form of the Christian faith became the state

religion, and the apostasy flourished. Paul writes to Timothy with regard to this
apostasy (1 Timothy 4:1-4); "Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in latter
times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doc
trines of devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a
hot iron, forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which
God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and
know the truth" (2 Timothy 4:3-4): "For the time will come when they will not
endure sound doctrine; but after their own desires shall they heap to themselves
teachers, having itching ears; and shall tvun away their ears from the truth and
shall be turned unto fables."

The full development of this apostasy is seen in the Roman Church, with its
human head, its arrogant claims, its pretensions to miracles, its creed, auricular
confession, purgatory, indulgencies, effigies, crucifixes, holy water and pouring
and sprinkling, and its claim to apostolic succession.
The result of Roman Catholic supremacy is recorded in history as the Dark
or Medieval Ages of superstition and ignorance. The Bible was taken out of the
hands of the common people. The masses were universally uneducated, the people's
faith in the word of God was undermined. They were taught not to seek to read

the Bible, nor to attempt to interpret the Bible, but to hear the priest.
The Reformation

This state of affairs existed through the blood and toil and sweat of many
centuries, to the time of the Reformation. Over four hundred years ago, Martin
Luther attempted to dethrone the Man of Sin; coinciding with this, a new influ
ence came into the world in the great Renaissance, or revival of learning, and
following hard upon this the invention of printing brought to men knowledge and
enlightenment which had long been denied them. Men were largely freed from
the shackles of Catholicism, socially, politically, and morally. A commentator statesi
"The Reformation has proved to be one of the most splendid eras in the history
of the world." We owe oxir national privileges and civil liberties to the reformers.
Protestant nations can well compare with those under Catholic domination.

Luther restored the bible to the people in 1534, and defended its claims against
the arrogant pretensions and tyranny of Rome; but after his death men converted

his tenets to a new state religion, and much good was imdone by rival protestant
factions and political interests. But the flag of liberty had been unfiurled, and
the movement towards truth and purity of worship slowly gained momentum.
Time after time, however, as each new sect was formed, it became bogged down
by creeds and dogmas, and it was repeatedly necessary to break away in order
to make further progress in the search for truth. All sorts of extremes of doctrine

and practice came into being, and the structure of the church was altered a
thousand times.

Tired of new and old creeds and parties in religion, and of the numerous
attempts to reform the Reformation; convinced by the Scriptures, and by observa-
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tion and experience that the unity of the disciples of Christ is essential to the
conversion of the world, and that the correction and improvement of creeds or
sects can never become the basis of union, communion, or co-operation, a few
individuals at the beginning of the last century began to study ways and means
of restoring primitive Christianity. These few individuals include that great Bible
scholar and preacher, Alexander Campbell. A careful, conscientious and prayerful
study of the reasons for the then existing state of the sects was begun. It was
found that all Protestant sects of the time affirmed that the Bible was their reli

gion—yet division flourished. It was also foimd that while many emphatically
denounced human creeds and made a plea for the Bible alone, they were still
persistently adhering to things which were not to be found in the word of God.
Campbell writes, "Their sentiments, language, style, and general views of the
gospel were as human as auricular confession, extreme unction, and purgatorial
purification. The Bible alone is the Bible only in word and deed, in profession
and practice. This alone can reform the world, and save the church."
With this profound conviction in their hearts, the few pressed on in search of
greater light and purity of worship. Campbell wrote, "We found it an arduous
task, and one of 20 years' labour, to correct our diction and to purify our speech
according to the Bible alone; and even yet, we have not wholly repudiated the
language of Ashdod. We only profess to work and to walk by the rules which will
inevitably issue in a pure speech, and in right conceptions of that pure, and holy,
and celestial thing called Christianity — in faith, in sentiment, and in practice."
Thei Restoration! Movement

The task which these few set themselves in the early 19th century was a
project for uniting the sects (or rather, the Christians in all sects) upon a clear
and scriptural bond of union — upon having a "thus saith the Lord," either in
express terms, or in approved precedent, for every article of faith and item of
religious practice. The Declaration and Address of the Washington Association
made this statement in 1809. It was tendered to parties confessing the West
minster Creed, and also to Protestants of every name, making faith in Christ, and

obedience to Him the only test of Christian character, and the only bond of church
union, communion, and co-operation. Campbell says, "It was approved by all, but
was adopted and practised by none, except the few, or that part of the few who
made the future."

What these few men had decided in this great project was that they would
endeavour to determine exactly what the Scriptures teach about the church, its

doctrines, sentiments, and practices; and that they would leave no stone untiu^ied
imtil they had established, or re-established, the truth of primitive Christianity.
They were determined that personal opinions, and preconceived notions would not
be allowed to hinder them, but that point by point, in a systematic survey of the
whole field of religion, they would sift the wheat from the chaff, and restore that
which God had appointed at the beginning. It was a project in which they were
determined to sacrificc everything to truth. Campbell says, "None of us were
aware of the havoc that this principle, if faithfully applied, would make of our
views and practices on various favourite points."
The principle which was
inscribed upon our banners when we withdrew from the ranks of the sects was,
"Faith in Jesus as the true Messiah, obedience to Him as our Lawgiver and King
the only test of Christian character, and the only bond of Christian union, com
munion, and co-operation, irrespective of all creeds, opinions, commandments, and
traditions of men."

It was from this beginning, that the Restoration movement, and the church
of Christ as we know it in our time, came. Insofar as these principles have been
adhered to, the church has prospered. Insofar as these principles have been aban
doned, the church has suffered severe reverses.

Prom the beginning of the 19th century to the turn of the present century,
steady progress and growth was made. Isolated groups seeking the will of God

in independence joined forces, often a matter of two or three at a time. A Co-oper
ation of Churches of Christ came into being, organised at the outset for the

specific purpose of combining "for evangelistic purposes," but becoming bogged
down, as the sects had so often been before, as it developed into a highly organised
system of committees for numerous other purposes. The first Great War had a

devastating effect on the church. Strong alien influence was felt, and in Britain, a
theological college came into existence for the training of evangelists.
In the process of time, one-man ministry brought higher criticism of the word
of God — a form of intellectual snobbery based on the vanity of man and worldly
wisdom. Agnosticism grew, and the vital search for truth was abandoned, for a
located ministry is no bulwark against apostasy. The Co-operation, now called
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theAssociation, sought affiliation with the Free Church Federal Council, and is
associated with the World Council of Chiu*ches and the Ecumenical Movement,
and has therefore become in effect a sect among sects. It became necessary for
loyal churches and brethren to withdraw from the Co-operation in order to

preserve what remained of the purity of the worship of God under the leadership
of men such as our beloved Bro. Crosthwaite and others, some of whom are with

us to the present time. The Co-operation had gone back to the beggarly elements
from which the church separated with such great sacrifice at the beginning.
"Christian Unity"

Lest some should think I criticise too severely, let me quote from the columns
of the"Scotttish Daily Mail," reporting on the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland, with special reference to talks on unity between the sects, in Edin
burgh on that date, May 31st, 1966:
The Very Reverend Dr. Neville Davidson, convenor of the Inter-Church Rela

tions Committee, said the Assembly had already defined its own objective — one
united Church in Scotland, in full communion with the Church in England and
in other countries.

He spoke of progress in talks with other Churches and proposed mutilateral
conversations with the Episcopal Church, the Congregational Union of Scotland,
the Methodist Church in Scotland, the United Free Church of Scotland, and the
Church of Christ.

"The Rev. Dr. J. W. C. Dougall, not to be confused with Bro. David Dougall,
Convener of the Kirk's Special Committee on this subject, made it clear that the

main stumbling block was the question of bishops. Some progress had been made.
Many Anglicans would be willing to agree that the Ministry is not to be tied
to apostalic succession as a doctrinal or dogmatic principle.
"Seconding him, the Rev. P. P. Brodie of Allea, said that they were proposing

bilateral conversations between the Church of Scotland, and the Scottish Episcopal

Church 'to explore they way forward towards a united Church in our land.'
"They should also face the question of Intercommimion and Full Communion
as steps to reunion.
"The Rev. T. W. Jarvie, of Dundee, said that the Church of Scotland had

acted faithfully and presented the gospel to the Scottish people. They acknow
ledged that the same was true of the Scottish Episcopal Church. The Kirk would
claim that the members of the Scottish Episcopal Church were Christians In the
fullest sense of the word, and that their Church was properly constituted, and
their ministry valid. *We want the Episcopal Church to do the same to us'."

Well, these are some of the quotations. If the Co-operation Church agrees
with these sentiments, I do not know what there is to prevent them from sinking
their differences with these bodies, and uniting with them in every respect, and I
see no reason why they should maintain a separate existence. But if they do not
agree with these sentiments, I cannot see why they take part in such discussions,
for it is evident that it is assumed by the ects taking part in these talks, that the
Co-operation chiu'ches have accepted without protest the sort of thing which is

being said in these discussions. They have been classified as a sect among sects,
and have accepted that classification!
(To be continued)
J. M. WOOD.

That I might finish my course with Joy, and the ministry, which I have received
of the Lord Jesus.

(Acts 20, 24.)

—The loyal Christian who puts his love to Christ before all earthly love possesses
a joy and peace unknown to those who desert tiieir Lord in the hour of danger.
Happy is the man who is loyal to the very end and can say with triumph as death
draws near: "I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept
the Xaith."
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"TH!N<i$ THAT MUST NEED BE"
IN the affairs of men in this world there must needs be laws and appointments
for the regulating of their duties and privileges in their relations of one to another.

Things that "must needs be" are continually about us. We must eat and drink,
work and sleep, etc. All these things are necessary because of oiu: being anj
constitution. God knows who has made us all, and knows us altogether, and has
endowed us with wonderful faculties, has given us appointments and laws which
must needs be observed in order to fellowship with Himself.
In order to a constant awareness of God. and an appreciation of His holiness

and great power and of oui- mortality, weakness and sin, the Scripture tells us
that "we must needs die, become as water spilt on the ground, which cannot be
gathered up again; neither doth God respect any person; yet doth He devise
means, that His banished be not expelled from Him" (2 Sam. 14:14). The last
clause in this verse of Scripture gives great comfort and consolation to those who
have their faith and hope in God.

It is an inexorable law that "it Is appointed unto men once to die, and after
this the judgment," but God in His great mercy and love for us has also said,
"He hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus
Christ" (1 Thess. 5:9).

At the beginning of human history, we read, our first parents disobeyed God's
commandment and, according to His warning, their sin brought death into the
world; "and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned."
are partakers of Adam's frailty.

All men

Irmnediately after the transgression of Adam and Eve, God's word gives the
first intimation of His means which He devised in order to save the human race

from the result of sin, God's promise was: "I will put enmity between thee (the
tempter), and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise
thy head, and thou shall bruise his heel." This word foretold the death of the

Lord Jesus on the cross of Calvary for the sins of the whole world.

The Old Testament aboimds with prophecies relative to the coming into the
world of One who would be a Saviour. Jesus of Nazareth was the One whom the
Old Testament prophets predicted should come and that He should live and suffer
and die, even as the four Gospel writers have told us; also that Jesus must rise
from the dead and ascend into heaven and sit on the right hand of God. Jesus

in His teachings told His disciples "that all things must be fulfilled, which were
written in the Scriptures concerning Him." On the morning of Jesus' resurrection,
the two angels at the empty tomb said to the women there: "Why seek ye the
living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen; remember how He spake
unto you when He was yet in Galilee, saying, The Son of man must be delivered

into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again"
(Luke 24:5-7).

It was necessary that Jesus should die for the sins of the people. No man

can save himself, no man can save his brother or friend, or neighbour. Nothing
a man can give can redeem himself or brother; even riches, silver or gold; indeed,

if he could give the whole world it would not avail.

We all need a Saviour, and <3od, knowing our need, did send Him. "For God
so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." This Saviour is Jesus Christ
of Nazareth. "Neither is there salvation in any other; for there is none other
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved" (Acts 4:12).

Jesus said of Himself, "I am the way, the truth and the life; no mn.n cometh
unto the Father, but by Me." God willeth not the death of any. "He will have
all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth, for there is
one God and one mediator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus" (1 Tim

2:4-5). On the Divine side, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, have
planned and fulfilled all the things which must needs be for the salvation of

man. There remain yet on man's side the things which he must need do, in

order "to obtain the salvation brought nigh by your Lord Jesus Christ." Some

false teachers say, "there is nothing to do." The Apostles of Jesus Christ never
gave such an answer to anxious enquirers. The Lord Jesus when He appeared
to Saul of Tarsus (also called Paul), who asked, "Lord what wilt Thou have me
to do? . . . said unto him. Arise, and go into the city and it shall be told thee what

thou must do" (Acts 9:6). On the day of Pentecost, when the multitude, hearing
Peter tell how they had, with wicked hands, crucified the Messiah, cried out,

"What shall we do?" Thev were told what to do . . . to save themselves. We
read in the Scriptures, "He (Jesus) became the author of eternal salvation to
all them that obey Him" (Heb. 5:9).
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God said of Jesus on the holy mount, "This is My beloved Son. in whom I am
well pleased: hear ye Him" (Matt 17:5). These words show us that we must hear
and obey Jesus Christ if we would have eternal salvation. Eternal salvation is the
inestimable blessing: in it are the unsearchable riches of Christ. This salvation was
brought nigh to us at infijiite cost, for it cost God His dear Son. If we neglect
this "so great salvation," the consequences to ourselves will be terrible, "for God
uill take vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ.''

Let us then hear and obey those things which must needs be for our salvation.
Jesus said, "If ye believe not that I am He, ye shall die in your sins." Peter
confessed, "Lord, to whom can we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life. And
we believe and are sure that Thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God."'The
eunuch made this same confession to Philip, thus shewing that he believed with
all his heart. "If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt
believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved" (Rom. 10:9). The Pentecostians were told on enquiry to, "Repent and
be baptised every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit."
We must needs believe, repent, confess and be baptised in order to remission
of sins; to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit; to be saved. Thereafter we must
continue faithful till death or the Lord comes from heaven to take His own to

be forever with Him.

Jesus says. "If ye love Me, keep My commandments."
S.W.

HOW

TO

USE

THE

BIBLE

WHEN in sorrow, read John 14.
men fail you, read Psalm 27.
you have sinned, read Psalm 51.

you worry, read Matthew 6:19-34.
about to go to church, read Psalm 84.

you are in danger, read Psalm 91.
you have the blues, read Psalm 34.
God seems far away, read Psalm 139.

you are discouraged, read Isaiah 40.
you want to be fruitful, read John 15.
doubts come upon you, try John 7:17.
you are lonely or fearful, read Psalm 23.

you forget yoiir blessings, read Psalm 103.
you would see a Christian, read Matthew 5.

you would have an idea of religion, read James 1:19-27.
your faith needs stirring, read Hebrews 11.

you feel down and out, read Romans 8:31-39.
you want courage for your task, read Joshua 3:8.

the world seems bigger than God, read Psalm 90.
you want rest and peace, read Matthew 11:25-30.
you want Christian assurance, read Romans 8:1-30.
looking for Paul's secret of happiness, read Colossians 3:12-17,
you leave home for labour or travel, read Psalm 121.
you grow bitter or critical, read i Corinthians 13.
your prayers grow narrow or selfish, read Psalm 67.

Strong in faith, giving glory to God.
(Rom. 4, 21.)

—God is looking, not for the man of ability but for the man of faith; the man who
refuses to doubt; the man who believes that God Is sufficient. He is looking for
the man who believes not only that God can, but is fully persuaded that God will.
Take heed unto thyself and unto the doctrine.
(1 Tim. 4, 16.)
—There must be no slackness in our attitude towards the above all toward our

own sin. I have no place for the teaching of those who think that because they
have been justified through Christ they can release their vigilance. We can believe
in eternal presumption.
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b-(-ssing.
The interpretation of the
visions and symbols may be difficult but
the lessons of the seven letters alone will

NOVEMBER 1966

6—Ezekiel 1:1-21

13—Ezekiel 1:22-28

Rc-velation 1

Revelation 2:1-17

20—"Ezekiel 2:1 to 3,3

Revelation 2:18-29

27—Ezekiel 3:4-15

Revelation 3; 1-13

VISIONS AND SYMBOLS

Y.'E reccsnise without question that the
book we are reading from is quite dif
ferent from all the other New Testa
ment writings.
While they recount
visions and symbols from time to time,
such as Peter's "sheet let down by the
four corners"
(Acts 10:11), there is
nothing like the "living creatures" of
Ezekiel, or the "beasts" of Daniel, until
we come to this last "revelation" made

to John. Obviously there is a divine pur
pose in this and we should not turn
away, merely puzzled, from it. Certainly
there are very important lessons to be
learned from the introductory portion
apart from the general lesson that all
the

troubles

and

wickedness

of

the

world will be brought to an end
triumphantly.
James Russell Lowell
has written "Right for ever on the
scaffold." It is not altogether true any
way, but we know "God is not mocked
fnever successfully defied or mocked)."
Victory is always with the righteous
though he may not see it in this life.
"Death is swallowed up in victory."
TI-osc interested in the peculiarities
of this unique portion of "the sacred
writings" (2 Tim. 3:15) should read the
introduction by J. B. Phillips to his
quite recent translation. I am not re-

feiTing to the notes about authorship,
date, etc., but his comments as a trans
lator.

We will look first at an initial pecu

liarity.

This is the only portion of the

New Testament which states its own im

portance and the blessing which reading
it brings. We know of course that "all
scripture" is important and brings bles
sing. It is also indispensable to those
who want to serve God. However, here
we have the statement "Blessed is he who
reads aloud the words of the prophecy,
and blessed are those who hear" it read

(R.S.V.). The picture is of those Christ
ians who are unable to read—and there

were in those early days very many in
that position—listening. This ties up
beautifully (and threateningly) with the
concluding curse (22:18 & 19) and again
applies as truly to all scripture. We are
immediately reminded of the Lord's own

parable of the man who builds on the

rock, or on the sand, for we must "keep
what Is written therein" to receive the

keep all of us busy—if we are rightly
exercised thei'eby. Encouragement and
warning always go hand in hand and are
equally necessary, as universal human
experience teaches.
We note relationship between Father
and Son as shown also in John 17:8 & 9.

God gives His Son for His servant John
—who can it be but the beloved apostle?
—this revealing
of the future for
guidance of all His servants, and through
an angel. To the multitude of martyrs
who bore almost indescribable sufferings
for their faith not long after this mes
sage was recorded, how necessary it was!
We are inclined in these times of com

parative ease

to forget our heavenly

destiny but to them it was so near and
clear.

While we have comfort on earth

how easy it is to grow complacent. We
have perhaps yet to lenrn more c'early
that "friendship with the world is
enmity against God"—and does that ex
plain the weakness and spiritual poverty
so prevalent as to make us despair, for
instance of unity and a pure church free
from division?

Denial of our own ideas and plans, a
contempt for money and worldly friend
ship or favour, and a realisation of
coming out from among them and being
separate, are surely required of us before
genuine success is possible. The general
feeling that w^e must win the world by
offering things it craves for is un
doubtedly wrong, and the stern denun
ciations of the book and its vivid descriotion of judgments upon sinners are
much more likely to bring down the

pride of men into humble submission.
May the Lord richly bless the reading
aloud among the churches of His reve
lation that we may be aligned more
closely to His will and purpose, and so

escape being spewed out of His mouth.
The Lord will return. Every eve will see
Him. The world will not be pleased. Bit
ter sorrow and unrelieved remorse will

be its portion, but His own people will
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of
glory.

It is characteristic of the authorised
ambassadors of the King of kings that

they humbly identify themselves with
those to whom they have brought the

joy of salvation and the final and su
preme gift of eternal life. Hence "I.
John, vour brother" thus introduces him
self, chosen by the Saviour and honoured
by the wondrous baptism in the Holy

Spirit, empowered to remember infallibly

the divine messages. He shares with the
suffering saints that privilege, while he
shares also the throne "judging the
twelve tribes of Israel" (Matt. 19:28).
John did not forget that thrilling lesson

in the upper room which he records so
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beautifiilly (John 13). Our willingness
to keep "the ordinances" (1 Cor. 11:2)'
and maintain the "holy conversation"
(2Peter3:ll) will decide our usefulness

prepared to give us abundantly more be
sides. An "offering" is a sacrifice.

to our Saviour's church.

the flesh, God, sending his own Son in
the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin

R. B. SCOTT

(margin; 'and as a SACRIFICE FOR
SIN'), condemned sin in the flesh."
(c) Hebrews 9:25: "Nor yet that he

WHAT JESUS THOUGHT OF HIS
CHURCH

should offer himself often . . . but now

HE "loved the church and gave himself
for it" (Eph. 5:25). He "nourisheth and
cherisheth it."

He loves and cares for

iz with loving and tender care, as the
husband cares for his wife.

(b) Romans 8:3: "For what the law
could not do in that it was weak through

To Him it

is to be "a glorious church, not having
spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but
that it should be holy and without

blemish" (Eph.5:27).

~

in the end of the world hath

he

ap

peared to put away sin by the sacrifice
of himself.

And . .

so Christ was once

OFFERED to bear the

sins

of many."

This chapter deals with the sacrifices of
the Old Covenant as types of the great
sacrifice of the Son of

God,

and

em

phasises that "... without the shed
ding of blood there is no remission
so Christ was offered. . . . "

. .

But did

MAN offer up Christ FOR THE REMIS

The Lord's thinking and attitude to
wards the church should be our thinking

SION OF SINS or did God the Father

and

for remission, if it was not on the cross?
Forasmuch then, as Christ is the Lamb
slain from the foundation of the world,
it is evident that God foreknew, and in
tended. and DID offer up his Son on

attitude.

WE

MAKE

UP

THE

CHURCH, each brother and sister. Let
us never at any time be a "spot" or
"wrinkle" or "blemish."

Is Christ's attitude yours and mine?
—^Woodstock (Cape Town)- Bulletin.
WHEN GOD CALLED

offer him up for that purpose?

And

where else was the blood of Christ shed

Calvary for the sins of the world.
Peter presented BOTH sides of the
question to those Jews on the day of
Pentecost, and they recognised and ac
cepted the truth of his words in tiue

Elijah was busy plowing;

repentance.

Gideon was busy threshing wheat;
David was busy caring for the sheep;
Matthew was busy collecting taxes;

the crucifixion (both then and now) in
that his motives are corrupt; but God is

Amos was busy following the flock;
Peter and Andrew were busy fishing;

LOVED . . . that He gave . . . "

Saul was busy persecuting the church:
Moses was busy with his flocks in Horeb;

Nehemiah was busy carrying the King's
cup;

James and John were busy preparing to
fish;

King Saul was busy searching for lost
beasts.

LET US ALL GET BUSY! MAYBE THE
LORD CAN USE US!

Man stands condemned in

justified in the same act, because His
motives are unimpeachable. "For God so
The indwalling of the Holy Spirit, etc.

(September "S.S."). The promise of God
with regard to his people of the New
Covenant is that he would dwell in thfm,
and walk in them (2 Cor. 6;16)-. I have

long believed, and still believe, that the
indwelling of God the Father and God
the Son, is in the person of the Holy
Spirit. The Lord's discourse in John 14
shows that he has srone to prepare a

place for his own. Pet-er teaches that
he is personally in heaven today (Acts
2:34), and that he is at the right hand
of God in heaven.

So the Father and

thn Son are both in heaven IN PERSON.

But when he left this earth, Jesus said.

"I w^ill pray the Father, and he _shall
Dear Bro. Melling.—I should like to
quote the following in support of Bro.
Kendrick's argument that God (the
Father) offered up the Son on the cross.
(a) Rom. 8:32: "He that SPARED NOT

His own Son, but delivered him up for
us all, how shall he not with him freely
give us all things?" i.e. if God was pre
pared to SACRIFICE Him for us, he is

send you another Comforter (in his ab
sence) that he may abide with you for
ever; even the Spirit of truth ... for he
dwelleth with you, and SHALL B3 IN
YOU. .

. These thin^js have I

spoken

unto you. beins YET PRESENT with
T70U.

But the Comforter, which is the

Holy Spii'it, whom the Father WILL
S'5:ND in my name ..." Every word of
this discourse speaks of the Lord's de

parture and personal absence from his

discinles, while he is to be present with
the Father in person in heaven.

SCRIPTURE

Paul stresses that, " . . . your body is
the temple of the Holy Spirit" (ICor.
6:19) and the Holy Spirit is here IN
PERSON).

But he avers also that "Ye

are the temple of God"' (ICoi*. 3:16 etc.
and God the Father and the Son are not

here in person)

I therefore conclude

that the Father and the Son indwell the

Christian IN THE PERSON of the Holy
If not, then Bro. G. N. Woods
has still to explain how God indwells the

Spirit.

Christian in the same manner that the

Holy Spirit does.
JOHN M. WOOD
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home and tell thy friends what great
things the Lord hath done

for

thee."

Philip Slate spoke on "Living among the
tombs."

Both

addresses

were

much

appreciated. The meetinghouse was full
to capacity.
Brethren, pray for us.
Tom Stones

Morley,—The church was helped and
encouraged by brethren and friends on

the occasion of the Autumn rally held
October 1st and 2nd. The speaker was
Bi'o. Andrew Gardiner,

and

chairman

Bro. Harold Baines.

On Saturday about 80 brethren sat
down to tea, followed in the evening by
an address by Bro. Gardiner (to about
120 brethren and friends) using as his
text 1 Pet. 2:9.

Buckle. — During September, Bro.
David Dougall laboured with the church.
We have all been encouraged bv our
brother's exhortations and proclaiming
of the gospel. Our meetings wei'e well
attended.
visitation.

Bro. David worked hard in
We are confident that the

faithful sowing of the seed will bring
ultimate harvest. We pray that God
will richly bless our brother in his
labours.

Instead of the brethren, coming from
Peterhead for our last meeting, we
travelled there to have fellowship with
them and

to

hear

Bro.

Tom

Nisbet

preach the gospel.
We take this opportunity of thanking
the brethren who visited us during the
summer.

It does our hearts good to see

brethren from so far south coming and
having fellowship with us.
Continue to pray for the church in the
north.

John Geddes

Loughborough.—Owing to the sudden
death of his father-in-law in the U.S.A.,
Brother V. Hunter was unable to be with

us for our mission, September 17th-25th.

On the Lord's Day Bro. Gardiner once
again served us at the Breaking of
Bread service, taking as his subject
"Authority."
At the gospel service on Lord's Day
evening our brother spoke mightily ask
ing the question. Who cares for my soul?
We greatly appreciate the help and
encouragement of Bro. Baines and Bi'o.
Gardiner and pray that the Lord will
bless the seed sown in due course.
M. Grant

Newtongrange.—The church held its
annual social meeting on Saturday, Octo
ber 8th, Bro. James Morris, presiding,
gave a warm welcome to the many
churches represented and to the many
friends who came in to spend the even
ing with us.
In all there would be 170 present and
our speaking brethren, Alf Marsden
(Wigan) and E. Jess (Dalmellington)
gave messages which left us in no doubt
as to our position and what we ought
to do as regards our work for the Lord
and our witness for Christ as a church
Bro. Marsden also served the church

We commend Sister Hunter and all who

on Lord's Day, October 9th, when

mourn to the blessing of God.
At very short notice Brother A. E.
Winstanley
and
Bro. C. P. Slate
(Wembley) took over the preaching. Bro.
Winstanley spoke on the 17th and 18th
and Bi'o. Slate on the 20th. 22nd, 24th
and 25th. We were encouraged by the
support of brethren from other churches
in the midlands, and also by the

were really inspired by the addresses he

presence of a good number of friends.
We thank God for the faithful preaching
of his word, and pray it may bring
results in spiritual growth among God's

people here, and in the salvation of
others.

On Saturday, September 24tli we held
the

anniversary

meeting,

and

were

greatly encouraged by the presence of
many brethren from places as far apart
as Brighton and Kirkcaldy.
Alan
Ashurst gave an exhortation on "Go

delivered.

We do thank him

for

we
his

labours among us.

The choir pieces by the churches
much appreciated, as were also the
and part-singing pieces. Bro. W.
drop (Motherwell), expressed the

were
solos
Warcom

pany's thanks for a night of scriptural
blessings and mountain-top experiences.
W. H. AUan

Tranent.—The church here has had

cause for rejoicing again in witnessing
the power of the gospel. Foster Bell
(son of Sister Ella Bell) confessed Jesus
as his Saviour and was immersed on
Lord's Day, October 2nd.

Our prayer is that he will remain
faithful and. with God's help, be

the

means of proclaiming to others the word
of truth.
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COMING EVENTS

TOO LATE!

Dear Editor and Brethren,—May I
first of all thank those of you who have
contributedj and still are contributing,
towards the forthcoming campaign in
Hucknall, the result of which will, we
pray, establish a new meeting of the
Lord's people. The campaign is being

"Too late!" The word rings down the sky.
And sounds like thunder from on high;
Then dies away a whispering sigh—

held from November 12th-20th and con

ducted by

Bro,

Philip

Slate,

in the

Hucknall Co-operative Hall, Market
Place, Hucknall, Notts.
Meetings are as follows; —
Saturday,
November
12th—Gospel
Meeting 7.30.

Sunday, November 13th—Breaking of
Bread 10.45 a.m.; Gospel Meeting

6.0

p.m.

Monday,
November
14th — Gospel
Meeting 7.30 p.m.
Tuesday, November 15th. Film and
Discussion 7.30 p.m.
Wednesday, November 16th. Gospel
Meeting 7.30 p.m.

Thursday,
November
17th—Gospel
Meeting 7^0 p.m.
Friday,
November
18th — Gospel
Meeting 7.30 p.m.

Saturday, November 19th—Film and

"Too late! Too late!"

The Day God's Son to earth comes down.

These words will ring the world around.
The saddest words in language found—
"Too late!

My friend, that day is very near,
Will you be filled with great good cheer.
Or will your heart be filled with fear—
Because—Too late?

This is the time for you to choose.
What you would gain—what you would
lose

While you have time, Ohl

stop and

muse—

In time?—Too late?

This is the issue you must face:
Be lost, or saved through saving grace;
Now it the day to join the race—
Or b€!—too late.

E. M. lilundell, Hereford, July 1957.

"If ye keep my commandments ye shall
abide In my love."

Discussion 7.30 p.m.

Sunday, November 20th—As the 13th.
Your support and prayers are most
important.
Geoffrey
Sheldon,
66
Beardall, Hucknall, Notts.

Too late!"

The Heavens will blaze with glory bright.
Men gaze with awe upon the sight.
And realise God's Word is right;
They are—^Too late.

(John 15,10)

TO abide means two things—"faith" and
"obedience." And so, having trusted in

God I pray: "This day I want to abide
in Thee, that the fruit of the Spirit may
be brought forth in my life." I trust
Thee for everything that I need and, by

BIRTH

To Bro. and Sis. David Barlow, on

October 5th, a daughter, Caroline.

Thy grace, I will obey Thee in all that
thou dost prompt me to do. That is
abiding!

John L. Bird.
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Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning.
VOL. 33.

DECEMBER, 1986

No. 12.

MAN'S IDEAS AND GOD'S
REVELATION
ONLY this morning we were reading the review of a new book on modem ideas

in religion. The author writes approvingly of the movement towards less and less
definiteness and dogmatism, and of the rejection of authoritative revelation. He
commends the philosophical and psychological theorisings, and the humanistic
attitude towards religion of every man finding out for himself and following that
way which his reason accepts. In the book the author commends what be terms
"theology without God." Apparently it does not strike him that this is a self-

contradictory term and quite meaningless.

For the very word "theology" means

writing or knowledge or study of God: theos is the Greek word for God, and
logos means word. Hence "theology" means "words about God." Yet the writer
of the book reviewed urges the study of God without God! In finding out about
Gk)d, God is to be left out! One cancels out the other and the result is, of coui^se,
nothing.
This is ridiculous nonsense. Yet it is no more nonsense than some of the

solemn statements written and uttered which aim at setting forth a "religion
acceptable to the modem mind." Taken to their ultimate these high-soimding
pronouncements mean that, in our highly developed, scientific and technological
civilisation, now that man has "grown up", we can manage very well without God.
we have no need of Him. So assured have we made our position in this world,
so much is man the master of things, that we cannot envisage a situation in which
God is necessary.

Man can do for himself all he needs, and can find out for him

self all that it is possible to know. He cannot imagine that anything contributed
by the teaching of God, or Christ, or any religion can play any vital part in the
civilisation he has made for himself. God is shut out from man's world. Any
one can hold the old-fashioned beliefs about Him if he wishes, but nothing is
gained by them, even if nothing is lost. At the best these beliefs are harmless; at
the worst they form a hindrance to main continual and evolutionary progress.
The German philosopher Nietszche proclaimed the dictum "God is dead."
He is not to be taken into account in any of the schemes and projects of men.
But not only the pagan philosopher proclaims this. In his case one cannot help'
but think it is wishful thinking—the wish that God did not exist, so that free
rein might be given to man to enjoy complete licence as to his life and conduct.
Consciously or unconsciously many of the leaders of religion are propagating the
same doctrine as Nietszche. They are teaching and preaching and writing of a
"Christianity" which is a product of their own gropings and searcUngs, and which

is certainly not the revelation of God made known in the Bible, first through His
people the Jews, and finally in His Son Jesus Christ.

Another high-sounding term has been manufactured for this "new religion"—
"religionless Christianity." Whatever that may mean we have no idea, neither,
we suggest, have the creators of the term. To talk about religionless Christianity
is as contradictory as to speak of theology without God, or even of Christianity
without Christ—all we have left is "ianity," which means nothing. These resound-
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ing phrases carry many away, and daunt many others, until we realise that they

are simply words and nothing more, and are not understood by those who love to
utter them. Such terms "hide a multitude of sins," in that they cloud the meaning
of what is being set forward. Jude uses a vivid description of those who advance
such statements as "waterless clouds, carried along by winds" (Jude 12). There
is nothing in them to reach the hearts of men and to satisfy their spiritual needs.
We appreciate the concern felt at the failure of modem preaching, church
services and orthodox methods to reach the multitudes. We agree: these are
failing to appear relevant to the crowds. But we believe the wrong medicines are
being prescribed, wrong remedies being applied. Rather than going back to the
scriptures to test ourselves by God's standard and to put right those things in
whicn we are shown to be astray, we are "going forward," beyond what is written,
in our feverish desire to make contact and impression. All sorts of expedients,

worldly, unscriptural and anti-scriptural means are being explored to make religion
more popular. In their eagerness religious leaders are making themselves one
with the world they are seeking to influence or to turn to God. Jesus Christ
certainly was one of the people, entering into their daily lives and experiences. But
He never took part in those ways and habits and pleasvures which wasted so much
of the lives of the people. In raising them He did not go into the qucksands with
them, but stood finnly Himself upon the solid rock. The hymn very beautifully
puts it:
"O strengthen me that while I stand Firm on the rock and strong in Thee,
I may stretch out a helping hand To wrestlers with the troubled sea."
But to indulge with a man in those things which are dragging him down is no
way of lifting him in life. Only this week we read of a night club for teenagers
to be run by an Anglican church, in which drinking, dancing etc., will take place.
This in order to keep the youngsters out of the more dangerous clubs. We
cannot see the difference between giving the young the evils of these night clubs
and the offering of them under a religious veneer. Like the sugar-coated pill, the
effect is the same: it is the pill that matters, not the pleasant coating. To go and
drink v/ith a man in a public house is no way of winning him from the appalling

evils of the drink trafiBc. It is far more likely that any effects resulting will be
on the side of evil than of good. The clergyman who will drink his pint with
the rest at the bar can have little or no uplifting power upon those who are,
after all, simply doing the same as he. They judge him from what they seethat "he's a jolly good fellow, who'll mix with you in the pub." That is his
reward—the praise of men, but only in that respect. No one commends him as
a man of God, as one whose presence makes you feel better, or who lives near
to God and in whom Jesus Christ can be seen.

All these feverish efforts to reach the world only minister to the spirit of the
world. They contribute to what already is largely wrong, not only in the heart of
this coimtry, but of many others. It is that spirit of getting but giving nothing
in return, of receiving but without responsibilities, of being served but refusing to
serve others. People do want the blessings of Chiistianity but without God and
Jesus Christ. Christianity gives us a certain feeling of security; is something to
fall back on in time of need; just in case there is something beyond this life
we want to have it. But to commit myself to God, to acknowledge that Christ
has some demands upon me, that 1 am responsible to God for the way I live and
what I do with the things I have—that is asking too much. It is an interference
with my liberties; it is "ramming religion down my throat" and I won't have it.
All this cheapening of Christianity is ministering to the spirit of the world;
Christianity is begging its bread at the street comers, grateful for every crumb
the world can throw it. All sorts of experiments have been tried these past few
years to serve the worldly demands of those to whom the church should preach the
gospel, and all have resulted or are resulting in failure. When shall we learn the
lesson that the gospel of the New Testament, the power of God to salvation, is
the only sure means of freeing men from their cravings for continual pleasures,
excitement and "something new" and filling their whole lives with the joy of
service to others and above all to God?

There is every reason to be proud of this gospel, none whatever to be
ashamed. It is concerning a "young Prince of Glory," who, put to death at the
early age of thirty-three was declared, proved to be the Son of God by His
resurrection from death (Rom. 1: 2-3). He was young Himself, yet has left in
the world a greater power and a nobler inspiration than all the rest of mankind
together. Young Himself, He knows the needs of youth. Here is the Leader that
so many are yearning for. He satisfies, but not wtih those things which still
leave us empty, hungry and thirsty; which do not fill our hearts with satisfaction.
He satisfies by Himself dying for love of us—"For God so loved the world [not
only this glorious and beautiful world in which we live, but the sordid, wicked,
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boring world which so many find it] that He gave His Son . .
And He died and
rose again not for the yonng only, nor for any group or class of persons, but for
all, and for each individually.
The whole Bible is the story of God's searching for man, not of man's

gropings and searchings after God. "Canst thou by searching find out God;
canst thou know the Almighty xmto perfection?" (Job 11: 7). The question bears
its own answer—No. And history and modern experience emphasise that man
cannot of his own wisdom find God. Where man fails, there God comes in:
He reveals Himself in His written word, the scriptures. There is revealed the

living Word made flesh in the Lord Jesus Christ. Man cannot, desperately though
he tries, improve upon the ways of God. On the one hand we have man's ideas,
stamped all over with failure; on the other God's revelation. There is no guaran
tee of success that God gives, for His servants the prophets, the apostles, disciples
and followers of Christ in all ages have known the sorrow and bitterness of

apparent failure. But "failure" even in doing God's will is far better than "success"
in going our own way and ignoring God. "The way is broad that leads to destruc
tion, and narrow that leads to life. Many walk in the first, but few in the latter,
inie results of God's service are not always visible here and now. "The day shall
declare it."

The foolishness of God is wiser than the wisdom of men.

To the work, then, brethren. We are engaged in a spiritual warfare that is
bound to be crowned with victory, for God says so. "Not by might, nor by power,
but by my Spirit" saith the Lord of Hosts. Not with tiie might of visible weapons
of war, but with the power of the life of Jesus Christ, who conquered death, we
go to wage the spiritual war. In the power of His endless life we shall conquer.
For the next few months our New Testament readings on Lord's Days will
be from the book of Revelation. However much we fail rightly to expoimd this
wonderful book, it has one great lesson for us: that Jesus Christ and His cause
shall overwhelmingly and for ever overcome sin by righteousness, death by life.
And in our present service we have the foretaste of that final victory, and, if
faithful to Him and His word, shall be partakers of His glory.
EDITOR

PAUL'S PREDI€T80N$ 2
(2 Thessalonians 2:15)
We are witnessing today what is in fact a reversal of the Reformation, and
also of the Restoration movement. Men are telling us, in effect, that the blood of

martyrs shed in the cause of truth against the tyranny and oppression of Rome,
was shed, apparently, for a mistaken idea.
It may well be said that it is an inherent tendency of man to apostatise. No
sooner has the church been piurified, than some new wayward tendency appears;
some principle of scripture, some precept, or some practice is violated; the peace
and unity of the brotherhood are disrupted; the effect of the gospel is diminished,
and the work of the Lord on earth is crippled.
We have too often seen the church sabotaged and sold, sometimes deliberately,
sometimes foolishly, sometimes for personal advantage, and sometimes for mis
taken ideals. Time after time she has been wakened, exploited, and divided by one
question after another, and her sons and daughters have grown indifferent and
have drifted off into the world.

Unscriptural Practices Brealt Unity
We view today with great concern the acceptance among many bearing the
name of the church of Christ, of a "located ministry," of a "neither invite nor
debar" open communion, and the practice of receiving money from the world for
the work of the church. We stand aghast at the chaos which has been caused at
the very place which the Lord intended to be an open demonstration of our unity
in Him, by those who apparently have more regard for unscriptural conditions of
fellowship which they do Tiot even consider matters of faith, than they have for
the unity of God's people; people who tell us that they are so busy preaching the
gospel that they have no time to bother about such trivialities, while the Lord
prayed that they "all might be one . . . THAT THE WORLD MIGHT BELIEVE."
We are concerned about the unity of God's people, and to this end we are
pledged to work with all the fervour of which we are capable, for we are most
painfully aware of the disastrous effects of disunity and dissension in the
church. Yet unity is not oiur primary concern, otherwise we should discontinue
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our separate existence from the sects, and unite with them regardless of other
considerations. Qur first and foremost consideration must always be, to do the
will of God; and our conviction is, that there can be no real spiritual imity, and
no effective witness for Christ, until men receive and obey that "good and accep
table, and perfect will of God." It was with this conviction that the church with
drew from the sects. When we are prepared to compromise with false teaching, and

with apostasy, we shall have again become a sect among sects.
Our task at present, is to close our ranks against dissension and division
within the church by a close adherence to scriptural principle, precept, and

practice, and to gather our strength in that unity of the Spirit, which is preserved
within the bonds of peace, for the propagation of God's word by evangelism, and
by every other legitimate means.

The burning question amongst us in recent years has been the introduction
and acceptance (for one motive or another) of individual cups, together with the
deeper issues imderlying this practice. In order to justify this practice some are
trying to teach us that the wine is the cup. This is a notion which is utterly
foreign to the word of God. The apostles, described the actions of the Lord in the
upper room, tell us that Jesus, "took the cup."
This statement is a literal
description of what they saw him do. It tells us that the Lord had a literal cup
in his hand. Then the disciples go on to tell us what Jesus said in reference to
this cup: "This t,up . . . is the new testament in my blood." "He took the cup . . .
saying, 'This cup is the new testament in my blood;' drink ye all EX . . [out of
. . . or from] it" Could anything be more simple than that? Yet this is the very
thing which has caused more harm to the church in recent years than those who

offend in this respect could possibly undo in the next generation, were they minded
to try.

There has also been much loose thinking and looser talk about "drinking the
cup," when all that is meant by this is that one should drink out of the cup,
which is precisely what the scriptures say. For the ordinary, everyday act of
drinking a cup, one must have a literal cup. But some would seek to make a
mystery out of nothing. This sort of thing is typical of what the word of God

calls false teaching. I would draw your attention to what Alexander Campbell
wrote relative to the cup. In order to appreciate the force of his words, we must
project ourselves back through the past 150 years, when they realised more fully
than we do today, what Catholic domination and influence were. I quote the words
of Campbell from the "Christian System" page 306; "May not, then, holy and royal

priests thank God for the Lord's table, its loaf, and cup of wine? May they not,
without a human priest to consecrate the way for them, approach the Lord's table,
and handle the loaf and cup? . . . . and do you not handle the loaf and cup when
they come to you? and would not your thanksgiving have been accepted if you had
been the first that had handled the loaf or cup, as when you are the second, or
the fifth, or the 52nd in order of location? Campbell's argument here is that every
brother, as a priest in his own right before God, being of the royal priesthood of
Christ, may personally approach and sei*ve at the Lord's table.

This is the

privilege that we enjoy in the Lord's church; but it must be obvious surely from
these words what Campbell understood the word "cup" to mean, and this accords
perfectly with all that the scriptures say on the subject; there is no doubt that, in
the mind of Campbell, the wine was never the cup.
To those who ask what is the significance of the one cup on the Lord's table,
I say that the one cup has the same signficance as the one table, or the one loaf;
it symbolises to God's people in each congregation that they are one in the
body and the blood of the Lord.
"The bread which we break, is it not the
communion of the body of Christ? The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not

the communion of the blood of Christ?"—that in which we are imited together.
Until recent years, there was little or no trouble caused in this land by
variations in our observance of the feast. But there are influences at work today
which seek to exploit every difference, and to cause dissension among the churches,
and I believe the time has come when we must close our ranks against all that
tends to divide and weaken us, and to do this with special reference to the Lord's

table. I appeal, for the reasons outlined, for the adoption in every church of one
common scriptural practice, in which there is one loaf of unleavened bread, and
one cup of the fruit of the vine on the Lord's table, after the most perfect example
of the Lord Jesus himself.

The need for Vigilance

We have traced in brief, the course of the history of the church from the time

of Paul's prediction to the present We have glimpsed the growth of apostasy in
the early church, the emergence of the Man of Sin, the Son of Perdition, the
coming of the Reformation, and the commencement of the Restoration movement.
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We have considered the reversal of the Reformation and the decline of the Restora

tion movement, ttie apostasy of the Co-operation generally, and the breaking away
of loyal churches.

Those who are awake, and who watch are very much aware that apostasy is

not a thing of the past, and that alien influences are ever present in the church.
The church never arrives at the point where there is no further need for vigilance,
any more than a garden can be weeded once for all tim. Today more than ever,
we need to learn the lessons emphasised by the pioneers, that the bible alone is

the bible only, in word and deed, in profession and practice. This alone can reform

the world, and save the church.

The conviction of many today, is that the Lord's return cannot now be far
hence. It is our task to put our house in order without delay, and to be labouring

together in the gospel for the extension of his kingdom when he comes. Let us

then heed Paul's words of warning, exhortation, and encouragement: "Therefore,
brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether
by word or by our epistle. Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our
Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good
hope through grace, Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and
work!" For his name's sake.

j.

WOOD

D1$FELL0W$HIPPED FOR BELIEVING
THE BIBLE
THIS is the title of an eight-page tract written by Mr. Norman H. Crowhurst, of
Gold Beach, Oregon, who informs us that his sole motive in writing is that God's

will may be done on earth, as it is in heaven. He suggests, also, that it is designed
to start Bible-based discussion when "Jehovah's Witnesses" — so-called — make
their rounds.

First: As a piece of printed matter it is most unattractive and one would
need to be very interested in the subject before he would begin to read it. And
very determined, to continue through all the very small print
As to its contents: it offers an Interesting account of the original doctrines
and the radical doctrinal changes of the people who now use the name "Jehovah's
Witnesses," from the standpoint of one whose first contact with them was in
1919, and who himself was baptised by them almost forty years ago.
It is noteworthy that when Mr. Crowhurst was baptised it was with the belief
that Christ's death paid the price for the remission of sins, and that he had become
a Christian and a member of Christ's church. Today, only the 144,000 constitute

the church — the "heavenly class," and all other believers have an "earthly
inheritance."

Other modifications and changes of doctrine disturbed the writer, but the
thing that really began to shake his faith was the authoritarian attitude adopted
by the "Watchtower" organisation, once it was firmly established. Those who so
bitterly denounced "organised religion" are today more thoroughly organised than
almost any other religious body.

After investigating various religious groups, says the writer, he eventually found
one which satisfied his needs and he began to study the scriptures with this

group. He does not disclose its identity, but the outcome was that he was disfellowsipped by the "Jehovah's Witnesses." Curiously enough, this is something
which seems to upset Mr. Crowhurst.

Next, there follows a useful summary of the beliefs of the "Watchtower" group,
and some interesting information as to its organisation. Quite understandably,
the writer works a good deal of biographical material into this part of his tract
and relates one or two incidents which many readers will receive with scepticism.

After re-reading what he has to say, one is left wondering where Mr. Crowhurst
stands today, and the impression one gains is that, whilst he rejects certain of
the currently held theories of "Jehovah's Witnesses," he would still assent to the
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fundamental doctrine of the old "Bible Students" group, and that his chief
objection is to the dictatorial organisation which has its headquarters in Brooklyn,
New York.

The tract is published by Mr. Crowhurst himself, at Box 651, Gold Beach,
Oregon, price about 6d. a copy. We suggest, in all kindness, that if he had not
hurried into print so soon after being disfellowshipped by the "Watchtower," Mr.
Crowhurst might have taken the time to offer something much more useful.
PRANK WORGAN.

BIRTH I
IT is believed that I owe an apology to the Editor of this magazine and its
readers for not writing sooner in answering the question it raises. This lapse on
my part is due to the spread of old age, which lately has come upon me. There are
times when the mind seems as vigorous as ever, and then evaporates before work
has begun. It is now realised that these intermittent periods of mental activity are
likely to grow less and less. That being so, instead of attempting a lengthy
explanation of what is involved in the above question and its answer something
easier is attempted.

Forgiveness is requested for the above personal note.

A reply to the question in our heading can be given in one word. No! It would
be undesirable to leave the matter there. For the sake of the imleamed the

question must be answered more fully.
In view of the many occasions Jesus is declared to be God's Son in the N.T.,
the answer must be explained.
An Extract from Matthew 16:13.

WHEN he came to the territory of Caesarea Philippi, Jesus asked his disciples,
"Who do men say that the Son of Man is?" They answered. "Some say John the
Baptist, others Elijah, others Jeremiah, or one of the prophets?" "And you," he
asked. "Who do you say I am?" Simon answered, "You are the Messiah, the Son
of the living God!" Then Jesus said, "Simon, Son of Jonah, you are favoured
indeed! You did not leam that from mortal man. It was revealed to you by my
Heavenly Father; and I say this to you: You are Peter, the Rock; and on this
rock will I build my church, and the forces of death shall never overpower it."

In that reply which Jesus made to Peter, reference is made to a revelation from

God as to the personality of Jesus, who he was. The answer given is attributed
to God, who revealed it.

In all the New Testament, are there any other words more likely to be
referred to than those God spake out of heaven? The words were spoken after
the Holy Spirit had rested upon the head of Jesus, and spoken, from heaven,
on that occasion. "Thou art my beloved Son, This day have I begotten thee."
Mofifatt. "This day have I become thy Father."

When these events took place, we are told Jesus was about 30 years of age.
How then can it be true that Jesus was the Son of God from birth?
W. BARKER.
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ascribes glory, honour and power to God

SCRIPTURE
JIEADINGS

on account of the existence
and 12),

Following praise for creation a sealed

Rev. 3:14-22
Rev. 4
Rev. 5
Rev. 6

A GLIMPSE OF HEAVENLY GLORY

"No man hath seen God at any time"
(John 1:18,1 John 4:12).

This

state

ment has been made twice by the
apostle John, and in our readings this
month he writes: "Behold, a door opened
in heaven." This could lead to lengthy
discussion and striving about words to
no profit (2 Tim. 2:14), but will rather

make us think reverently and awefully
about our heavenly Father Who is also
the Eternal and Almighty God, immor
tal and invisible.

We are quite certain that God

has

spoken to men and has appeared in
different
that He
and this
speaking

ways and forms.
We read
spoke to Moses "face to face"
phrase is also used of His
from Mount Sinai the "ten

words" (Deut. 5:4). So the meaning in
these cases is very closely and per
sonally, but not like the physical prox
imity we would mean when using the
phrase.
Then Jacob (Gen. 32:30), Manoah and
his wife (Judg. 13:22), Job (42:5), Isaiah

and Ezekiel saw messengers or visions
of God. The messengers, like the three
men who visited Abraham, had human
visible form, but were not subject to
human limitation, and the visions were
of brightness and gloi-y rather than
form, and accompanied by living beings.
In the case of Revelation and Ezekiel

four, representing aspects of the divine
government are described, and addi
tionally here

in

Revelation

hosts

and the

original creation of "all things" (4:11
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4—Ezekiel 3:16-27
11—Ezekiel 4:1-8
18—Ezekiel 4:9-17
25—Ezekiel 5:1-12
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of

angels and four and twenty elders are
pictured in the immediate presence of
God Himself.

We can readily understand the impos
sibility to see God and still live, just
as we can be blinded by the simshine
if we look steadily at it. This is a
parable. So bright jewels, burnished
brass, intense fire and the rainbow are

scroll is seen which obviously holds
secrets. These must be "the things
which must come to pass hereafter"
(4:1) for the purpose of the vision is

thus stated and John must needs hope
and expect the revelation. The appear
ance indicated that the scroll was full

ol information, and the seven seals that
it was of great importance. We learn
of course also that the seals had to be

broken in succession, each holding a
portion of the revelation. The gospel
was already known and preached.
How otherwise could the glories of

heavenly worship be opened up to sin
ful man? The angel's question is pro
pounded to every created being, and no
person, power or

authority

could

be

foimd able to solve the mystery until
"the Lamb of God who taketh away the
sins of the world" (John 1:29) stands
up "in the midst of the tlu-one," that is
in the place where God is, and takes up
the scroll as though God Himself in
the person of the Lamb takes up the
challenge. Only Deity can absolve man
from sin, and in order to accomplish the
impossible (the abolition of sin) He
must take human form, be tempted in
all points as man is but without an, and
give up His life as the ransom price.
Thus He receives the worship of every
created being as the One Who redeemed
(brought back) humankind of every
name and nation, making them the
subjects of God and His mediators
(priests) in the earth. Tliey reign in
the sense that their lives are no longer
limited by the physical. They have new
life in Christ. We note the purchase
price is the blood of the Lamb. "Ye
were redeemed not with corruptible
things, with silver or gold . . . but with
precious blood, as of a lamb without
blemish and without spot . . . " (1 Peter
1:18 and 19).

The throne of the Majesty on High
becomes the throne of

the

Lamb

as

though it had been slain, signifying so
fittingly the exaltation of the One Who
humbled Himself, obedient even unto
death, and that the most degraded form
of death. The Lion of the tribe of Judah
(Gen. 49:9) became the lamb "that

presented to picture the spiritual glories.

before his shearers is silent" (Isa. 53:7),

Absolute purity and holiness are God's
attributes, and the best of men and
women fall very far short of this. It Is

that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow" (Phil. 2:9). Here, in the

clear that humankind is represented by
the four and twenty elders enthroned
and crowned in His presence, and the

first heavenly chorus in which they join

and so "God highly exalted Him . . .
Revelation the picture of "things in
heaven, things on earth and things
under the earth" is revealed to John in

the glory of heaven.
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We need to bear in mind the conclu

sion of chapter 6, where the great ones
of the earth at the opening of the sixth
seal hide themselves from "the wrath
of the Lamb." Our Saviour took the

lowest place out of tmquenchable love
for us; but finally righteousness must
triumph. The day of judgment must
come.

R. B. SCOTT.

WHAT THE CHURCH NEEDS
The church needs more scriptural
elders. I have heard some say there is
no such thing today.
I know many scriptural elders. The
trouble is that many raise a standard

relates his Lord's experiences, not his
own: his message shall never be
despised.
can take criticism with meakness and

turn it to his good: he shall be called
a Christian.

can

use his own mistakes as well
as the mistakes of others: he shall
be humble towards himself and sym

pathetic towards all men.
forgets the personal pronoun "I" and
speaks frequently of Christ and Him
crucified: he shall turn many from
darkness.

makes no compromise with error and at
the same time offends not by rude
ness: he shall grow in favour with
God and man.

over the eldership that is higher than
the one the Lord raised!

But we need

more elders who have the qualifications
mentioned in the Bible in 1 Timothy 3
and Htusl.

I

think brethren lower the cause of

the Lord when they say "We will put

up the best we have," not even consider
ing the qualifications.
And with this eldership the church
needs deacons able to help as "servants."

Paul gave the qualifications in 1 Timothy
3, and they are needed as much today
as then.

That office is necessary or it

would not have been put in the church.

"WAIT ON THE LORD"
(Psalm 37)

Not so in haste, my heart: have faith
in God, and wait.

Although He lingers long He never
comes too late.

The feet that wait for God are soonest
at the goal—

That is not gained by speed.
Then hold thee still, my heart, for I
shall wait His lead.

We need deacons who will work with

the eldership, having things in commonWe also need members who will work

"BE KINDLY AFFECTIONED ONE
TO ANOTHER"
Be kind!

with elders who rule welL

The church needs preachers to preach
the word.

We need more teachers in

the church (2 Tim. 2:2).

We need members not afraid to help
others to correct their mistakes (Gal.
6:1). Instead of talking to others about

Life is too diort to noiurish hates.

Right mcjy be wronged, and yet, while
justice waits
Love heals the wounds that anger aggra
vates.

the faults, they should be talked over
to those who have made the mistakes.
And talked about it in order to save the
one who made the mistake, not just to
"get it out of their system"
(J. C. Roady)
BEATITUDES FOR PREACHERS

Blessed is the preacher who fights

sin, not the sinner: for he has attained
the (^vine standard.

Be kind!

Think not that tenderness immans the
strong;

That sacrifice can sanctify a wrong;

That love and patience ever last too
long.
Be kind!

Not ours to rob the poor, the weak to
rend.

^ ,

,

But ours the power and duty to defend.
To be indeed to him in need a friend.

has convictions and stands by them:
around him the weak shaU rally,

makes the Bible his daUy meditation: his
sermons shall never grow stale,

builds the people around the Lord, not
himself: his work shall endure.

often speaks with the Lord: he shall

have power with God and influence
witti his fdlows.

proclaims Jesus as his hero, not him
self: he shall not lead the people
into idolatry.

NOT LORDS OVER THE FLOCK
(1 Peter 5:3)

Elders, deacons, ministers who desire
to be the final authority in matters of
the church are lacking in an essential

qualification for their work. If ttiey feel

it necessary to keep their acts secret
from the congregation, they have fallen

down in theb: teaching of the church.
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS

Matthew
Matthew
Matthew
Matthew
Matthew
Matthew
Matthew
Matthew
Matthew
Matthew
Matthew

Bro. H. Baines has compiled a list of

readings which, if followed, will cover
the whole Bible during the year. The
list for January 1967 appears in this
issue, and the following month's read
ings will be printed in each issue during
the year. We suggest that you keep the
cuiTent list in your Bible.
SLICES FROM THE BREAD OF LIFE
(Compiler's Note)

Mark
Mark
Mark
Mark
Mark
Mark
Mark

The following readings are designed to
cover the entii'e Bible in a year and the
New Testament and the book of Psalms
twice in the year.

We appreciate it may not be possible
for all to read the daily portions at the

Mark
Luke
Luke
Luke
Luke
LiUce

specified times, but we recommend that

they be read at some part of the day,
without skipping of the "begats," of
Genesis5and 11 and Matthew!, nor the

"generations" of Esau in Genesis 36, nor

Luke

the "which was the son of" in Luke 3.

Luke

Like the rest of the Scriptures they are

Luke
Luke

there TO BE READ, and are for our
Information and profit.
We invite readers to take on this task
willingly and to "read, mark, learn and
inwardly digest" what is read, it will be
to their spiritual blessing and growth
in their Christian life.
Harold Baines.

To start the day:—
January 1—Genesis
January 2—Genesis
January 3—Genesis
January 4—Genesis

1
3
5
7

&
&
&
&

2
4
0
8

January
January

5—Genesis 9, 10 & 11
6—Genesis 12 & 13

January

7—Genesis 14 & 15

7
9
11
13
15
17
19
21
23
25
27
1
3
5
7
9

&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&

8
10
12
14
16
18
20
22
24
26
28
2
4
6

&
Ss 8
& 10
11 & 12
13 & 14
15 & 16
1 &
2
3 &
4
5 &
6
7 &
8
9 & 10
17 & 18
11 & 12
13 & 14
15 & 16

GOD IS FAITHFUL

God has not promised skies always
blue; flowei'-strewn pathways all our
lives through.
God has not promised sun without
rain; Joy without sorrows, peace with
out pain.
But He has promised, strength for the
day: rest for the labourer, light on the
way,

Grace for the trial, help from above;
unfailing sympathy, imdying love.

January 8—Genesis 16 & 17
January 9—Genesis 18 & 19
January lO—Genesis 20 & 21
January 11—Genesis 22 & 23

January 12—Genesis 24 & 25

January 13—Genesis 26 & 27
January 14—Genesis 28 & 29
January 15—Genesis 30 & 31
January 16—Genesis 32 & 33
January 17—Genesis 34, 35 & 36
January 18—Genesis 37 & 38
January 19—Genesis 39 & 40
January 20—Genesis 41 & 42
January 21—Genesis 43 & 44
January 22—Genesis 45 & 46
January 23—Genesis 47 & 48
January 24—Genesis 49 & 50
January 25—Exod.
1 & 2
January 26—Exod.
3 <fe 4
January 27—Exod.
5 &: C
January 28—Exod.
7 & 8
January 29—Exod.
9 & 10
January 30—Exod.
11 & 12
January 31—Exod.
13 & 14

Evening meditation:—
Matthew
Matthew
Matthew

1 &
3 &
5 &

2
4
6

Bedminster,

Bristsl. — During

the

month of October for our mission we

were very privileged to have the assist
ance of Bro. J. Nisbet.

Much work was put in by the brethren
in preparation by personal invitation
and

the distribution of about 6,000
tracts; we also used the local papers.

Attendance at all the meetings was
good and we were pleased to welcome a
sister who had been away for some time
owing to illness. Our hearts were made
glad when Stephen and Susan Carey, the
.son and daughter of our Bro. and Sis.
Ivor Carey, made the good confession
and were immersed on Sunday, October
16th. On Sunday, October 30th we were
pleased to receive into fellowship Sis.
Sweet of South

Wales

who

has been
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isolated since the church in Aberdare
ceased to exist. The climax of our mis
sion came at the close of our last meet

ing when an elderly lady who had at
tended a number of our meetings made
the good confession and was immersed.
We pray for all these that God may
richly bless them and that they may be
kept faithful and a means of much
blessing to the church. No report would
be complete without a special mention
of the continuing effort of our Bro. Nisbet and of his very skilful use of the
word.

Ij.D.

East Ardsley.—The church celebrated
its 51st anniversary with a tea and meet
ings on Saturday and Lord's Day, Octo
ber 29th and 30th.

A good number took tea on the Sat
urday, and at the evening meeting the
attendance overflowed the capacity of
the meeting-room.
Bro. David Barlow, chairman, gave a

good start with a message on "Looking
back and looking forward." Bro. Frank
Worgan delivered a bold, stirring address
on "The philosophy of life." Bro. Wor
gan also served the church on the Lord's
Day. We were favoured by the attend
ance of a number of visiting brethren,
who heard a searching message on "Here
am I, send me." In the evening Bro.
Worgan told out the gospel, dealing with
the reality and importance of God.
The whole weekend was a time of up
lift and spiritual rejoicing.
E, Pickersgill
Kentish Town.—We held our 95th an

niversary of the opening of Hope Chapel
on Saturday, October 1st, when we had
many visitors to join us, and Brother
David Dougall to speak.
Between 50
and 60 were present and enjoyed the
fellowship, the singing, the spiritual
messages
and we encouraged one
another in this way. Brother Dougall

stayed to serve with us up to and in
cluding the 11th October in preaching,
exhortation, visitation, and distribution.
We thank those

who

came

to

the

special meetings, the church at Dalmellington for sparing our brother, and our
brother for his willing and capable ser
vice,

We

are

assured

that

faithful

the church at Kentish Town for the

late appearance of the above news.
Because of moving "S.S." material
from one room to another, some copy

was misplaced. Only now that we are
"getting straight" has this copy been
found and sent to the printer imme
diately.]

South
Liverpool.—Special weekend
gatherings addressed by Bro. Len Channing (Aylesbury) in July and Bro.
Clarence Eckman (Belfast) in October
have contributed to a quickened interest

and activity among us recently, in addi
tion to faithful preaching of the Gospel
by Bro. Leon Crouch,
On

November

12th

Mr.

and

Mrs.

Robert Litchfleld were baptised following
an extended period of study in the Word
of God. Robert and May's faith had

long been obvious, but they had doubted
the authority of the teaching which they
have now espoused. At the time of our
campaign last year they had been
warned

that

astray.

They have now proved for

we

should

lead

them

themselves that there is only "one Lord,

one faith, one baptism," We pray that
they may receive much blessing as they

grow in grace and in faithful service to
the Lord,

R.A.H.

Tunbrldge Wells.—^At the first of a
series of special weekends to cover Octo
ber to December, when Bro, Donald
Hardy (Morley) showed a number of
films, all here were delighted to hear
Miss Allwright ask to put on Christ in
baptism. On Sunday, October 16th a

go^ number gathered to witness her

baptism. Please pray that our sister may
be strong in the Lord, and that her life
may be an example to others. Brethren
pray for us!

Wigan: Scholes.—We report the bap
tism

on

November

15th

of

Adrian

Ashurst (aged 13) and Stephen Ashurst
(10). sons of Allan and Gretchen
Ashurst. As well as being brought up
in a home where both parents are

Christians, these boys have been taught
in the Bible School the way of salvation.
The church rejoices in these additions
to the Kingdom of God, Especially do

preaching cannot be in vain. On Sat
urday, October 15th, the secretary of the
Society for Distributing the Holy Scrip
tures to the Jews gave an interesting lec
ture and pictures of modem Israel,

the parents rejoice, for these mark the

where much work is being done in free
distribution of the New Testament and

Christ,

third of their four children who during

this year have yielded their young lives
to the salvation and service of Jesus

other Scriptures to Jews in the Hebrew
language. New Testaments with the

CAMEROONS EVANGELISATION

Hebrew and many other languages side
by side—English and Hebrew for in
stance—are available for Jewish con

In the report on the above fund in
the "S.S," of October I asked for urgent

FUND

R.B.S.

help from the brotherhood regarding a

[EDITOR'S APOLOGY; We most sin

financial difficulty the fund had en
countered. I am proud of the response

tacts.

cerely beg pardon of Bro. Scott and
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to this appeal, and can only thank those

table was spread in the home by Bro.

good brethren who reacted in such

John Reynolds, her father.

a

splendid manner.
The many expres
sions of hiterest and messages of good
will have been a great morale-lifter to
me and the brethi-en in Africa, and a
source of real and lasting encourage
ment. Thank you brethren for your let
ters and for yom* contributions.
I am happy to say that customs
duties have been paid and the crates
are now in Brother Elangwe's proud pos
session. By your swift action, we have
avoided heavy wharfage charges (which
increase geometrically) and various other
port dues. Brother Elangwe should be
assembling the pre?s by now and I know
he is negotiating the purchase of paper,
so things are on the move.
The last crate will contain a guillotine
(for paper I hasten to add), and we
are well on our way to saving for this,
although there will probably be a
customs charge on this also. We may
require to erect some simple form of
accommodation for the press if Brother
Elanji'we cannot lind suitable premises,
but this is something we shall know
later. I do not wish to convey the im
pression that the fund does not require
further contributions, but thanks to
many brethren the urgent crisis has
been met and overcome.

Brother Elangwe has sent a few snap
shots of the arrival of the crates at the

dockside in the Cameroons and pending
his p«rmi.s.sion I hope to pass them
around the churches to all interested.

I am happy to say that brethren inAiJ.stralia are still very interested in this
work and still send us financial help.
In mentioning Australia, however, it
grieves me to record the passing of
.sister Mrs.

Annie

K.

Chaffer,

in her

90th yeai-. Our sister was a member
of the church at Heidelberg West and
1 have mentioned her before in these

fund reports. She was a really active
supporter of the work in the Cameroons
and her lively, lovely letters will be
sadly missed, as will her cheerful en
couragement and her earnest interest.
Our sympathy goes to all her loved ones
in their sad loss.

Communications and contributions to

James R. Gardiner, 88 Davidson Ten-ace,
Haddington, East Lothian, Scotland.

During the first world war this table
was, no doubt, an oasis in the desert
for some of our young- brethren who had
been called up. When the church was
formed in Blackpool in 1920 she was a
member.
However, she went to Port
Elizabeth in Africa in 1921, paying visits
to the homeland three times until she

returned finally to this

country three

years ago.

One sti'iking feature was that she sent
gifts to the church at Blackpool and
Cleveleys over the years with the ut
most regularity. Time and again it was
my privilege to put these into the Lord's
treasury over many years.
For the last three years she was in
fellowship at Kentish Town.

During tliese closing years of her life
in London. Sister Adams lived with her

nephew. John Reynolds and his friend
Leo.
They are to be warmly com
mended for their kindness and atten
tion.
A. L. Frith.

There has passed from this earthly
scene, as reported elsewhere, a dear
sister in Chi'ist, S. A. Adams. The writer
wishes to pay a tribute to her memory.
She was a member from its beginning
of the old Blackpool Church in Gadsby
Street.

I met her and her father, Bro.

John Reynolds, in 1917 when they used
to invite brethren serving in the Forces

to meet there for breaking of bread.
It was a real haven of refuge and we

had some fine times of spiritual refresh
ing, for Bro. Reynolds was a deeply
spiritual character. I believe I am the
last surviving member of that little band.
Our sister spent most of her life in
South Africa, returning to England in
1963, when she took up membership with
the Kentish Town church.

There we en

joyed much happy fellowship, both in
the church and her home.

She was of a quiet, kindly disposition,
rich in faith and love of the truth.

We

praise God for her life and example,
Harold Baines.

Wigan; Albert Street.—It is with deep

regret that we record the passing of Bro.

IIE31I1H311
Sister Sally Adams, of London, has
"fallen asleep in Jesus" at the age of
eighty-six. She had a life-loiig con
nection with the churches. Originally
her family were at Bolton. Tlien they
came to Blackpool where the Lord's

William Prior, suddenly after a short ill

ness, on September 17th at the age of
72 Our departed brother had been with
the church about ten years and leaves a

wife and grown-up family to mourn his
loss. We commend our dear sister and
all to the care of our Heavenly Father,
The funeral service was conducted by
the writer.
W. Smith.
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COMING

can enjoy themselves, while at all times

EVENTS

Tunbridge wells.—December 4th-5th:
Albert Winstanley to close series of
weekends with discussion of two ques
tions. One, "Baby baptism—is it scriptxu-al?" and the other, "Do Catholics
and the Bible agree?" Any who can
join us are assui'ed of a grand time.
Saturday meeting to start at 7 p.m.
Hospitality available.
Slamannan

District.—The

New

Year

Social Gathering of the Churches will
be held (D.V.) in the Slamannan Church

pleasing the Lord, is given.
Write for more details and application
forms to: William Steele, 31 Niddrie
Road, Edinburgh 15.
The camp is being organised by five
brethren who are members of five dif

ferent congregations. None of these
churches is responsible for the camp.
The brethren organising it will be re
sponsible to their local churches for be
haviour. This will apply to campers as

well as to vigilators.

^

gtegjg

Meeting-Place, Slamannan, on Monday,
January 2nd, 1967. at 12 noon.
We extend a welcome to all brethren.

Hugh Davidson.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Slamannan Dist. Sec.
CAMP

HEATHERBELL

"S.S." are renewed before the end of the

(8th-22nd July, 1967)
A reservation of facilitie.s for a camp
ing holiday has been made for the two
weeks, 8th-22nd July, 1967.
The camping site is at Weston Lodge

near

Biggar,

in

beautiful

Lanarkshire, at the
feet Tinto Hill.

foot

It will be very much appreciated by
the treasurer if subscriptions to the
year.

Will agents please remind

sub

scribers accorAngly? Subscription rates
appear on the back page of each issue.

Southern

of

the 2,335

The estate

covers 53

acres of gardens, lawns, woodlands and
playing fields.
Within the estate is accommodation

for approximately 120 camper.s.

There

are a permanent kitchen and good toilet
rooms for the camp site.
Boys will be accommodated in Icelan

dic-type ridge tents; Girls in chalets.
Besides opportunities for healthful
physical exercises, a programme of Bible
lessons Is being prepared.
Each day
will be a full day of spiritual and phy

SCRIPTURE

READING

CARDS

The list of suggested readings for the
churches is again being compiled by
Bro. R. B. Scott.
For supplies please
write
immediately
to
Paul
Jones,
"Harmony," Wade Close, Hill Ridware,
Rugeley, Staffs. Enclose one penny for
each card, and in addition cost of
postage.

Remember, you will need the cards
before the first Lord's Day in the new
year.

sical recreation.

As we hope to have some young people
in residence from non-Christian homes,

the opportunity to show how Christians

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Percv and Hilda

Street,

42

Bui-ton

Road, HORNSEA, East Yorkshire.

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD is published monthly. Prices: Home, one copy for
one year, 12/6; two copies 20/6; three copies 28/6 post free. Canada and U.S.A.: one
copy, one dollar 80 cents. All orders and payments to the 'S.S.' Agent and Treasurer:
PAUL JONES, "Harmony," Wade Close, Hill Ridware, Rugeley, Staffs.

All correspondence, including articles, news Items, coming events, etc., to be sent,
before the lOth of the month to the Editor, C. MELLING, 133 Long Lane, Hindley,
Lanes.

Payments to PAUL JONES, address as above.
NOTICES. Scale of charges: 3/- for first 3 lines or less; 8d. each subsequent line.
Repeats (if notified when sending copy) half original charge. Payments to PAUL

JONES, address as above.

EVANGELIST FUND: Contributions to R. McDONALD, who is also Secretary of

Conference Committee, "Aldersyde," 10 Mardale Road, Bennett Lane, Dewsbury, York.
NYASALAND Mission: Contributions to W. STEELE, 31 Niddrie Road, Portobello,
Edinburgh, Mid Lothian.
Hymn Book Agent and Treasurer: FRED HARDY, 73a Bridge Street, Morley, Leeds,
Yorkshire. Tel. Morley 3255.

"The Scripture Standard" is printed for the publishers by Walter Barker (Printers) Ltd.,
Langley Mill, Nottm. Tel. 2266 Langley MilL

