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g "Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong, g
n
*

Let all that ye do be done in love."
n
(1 Corinthian.i 10:13) §
in
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5?eace OJ^iMyuqk 9aaA^
"BELOVED, while I was giving all diligence to write unto you of our common salva
tion, I was constrained to write unto you. exhorting you to contend earnestly for
the faith which was once for all delivered unto the sains." So writes Jude in his

epistle (verse 3). I have often wondered if Jude was intending in his own mind to
write concerning salvation, but the Holy Spirit "carried him along" (2 Peter 1:21)
to write on a different subject.

I had intended this article to be on a very different topic from that conveyed

by its title. As I was pondering in my own mind what to write, a brother in the
Lord suggested that the subject of Peace through Purity would be fitting for the
opening of another year. For peace is something most men yearn for, Christians
and non-Christians, religious folk, politicians, industrialists, scientists and people
who are—well, just people, without fitting into any of the categories named. Heads
of Governments send greetings at New Year, more or less sincere, expressing their
hopes for peace and determination to strive for it. Every year, it is hoped, will
be a year of peace.

There are some loose ideas about peace. By many it is looked upon as a state

when open war is not being waged between nations. Thus men regard these
present times as years of peace, although we hear much of "the cold war." All
agree that "cold war" is infinitely to be preferred to "hot war." Yet these times
are far from being years of peace. Again, the years 1919-1939 are spoken of as
years of peace, when history shows that they were a troubled and insecure intei'val
between the two world 'y£rs. the first—"the war to end war"—sowing the seeds
of the second, and the second, maybe, sowing the seeds of the third, which God
forbid.

Peace is positive and strong

In the minds of most men, peace means absence of war, a negative quality.
But in God's word it is something very different. It is a strong, positive quality,

a mighty force. Philippians 4 ;7 (R.V ) savs that "the peace of God, which passeth
all understanding, shall guard your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.'
Notice that word guard. The picture Paul is conveying is of a Roman garrison of
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soldiers occupying a city, guarding it from enemies without and within.

Even if

we use the King James translation and read "the peace of God . . . shall keep
. . . " the picture is still one of strength. We have seen, either in ruins or in good
state of preservation, the mighty "keeps" where the garrisons or guards of the
castles that dotted the country had their headquarters. Pi-om here the occupants
were defended, and in the keep they placed their confidence. I have in mind the
keep of Conisbrough Castle, near Doncasti still standing, pi-oud, erect and strong
after 800 years.

The keep of the castle was its strength.

Just so is the peace of God the strength of the Christian. The Greek dictionary
defines the word used by Paul as meaning "to keep in a state of settlement or
security." Could anything be more applicable to these times? To what do men
look to assure peace? In what do they place their security? They speak of "peace
through strength," "negotiation through strength," and they look to ever more
devilish weapons of war to bring them security. In this the word of God is being
constantly fulfilled, for in Jeremiah 6:14 the prophet warns against those who
say: "'Peace, peace,' when there is no peace"; and Isaiah (48:22) declares that
"there is no peace for the wicked."
In vain. then, do we look to the world for peace. On the other hand Isaiah
triumphantly declares that "Thou dost keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is
stayed on thee, because he trusts in thee." Those last words, "because he trusts in
thee," reveal the secret of the peace of God.

This peace is not automatic, but, as cause to effect, it follows from certain
conditions. A mind is kept in perfect peace because it trusts in God. Trust in
God is not a vague, sentimental acceptance of what, in any case, we cannot alter,
but firm, immovable conviction thnt, because God says or does a thing, it is there
fore right, whether we understand or not. "Shall not the judge of all the eai*th
do right?" (Gen. 18:25); "Though he slay me. yet will I wait for him." (Job 13:15).
To the Christian it is absolute confidence that "in everj'thing God works for good
with those who love him." (Rom. 8:28).

"Still will we trust, though earth seem dark and dreary.

And the heart faint beneath His chastening rod:
Though rough and steep our pathway, worn and weary.
Still will we trust in God."

The motto of the United States, inscribed on its coinage, is "In God we trust."

The sentiment is splendid, but the reality is hardly to be seen. Far too much trust
is put in "the almighty dollar." The same applies to our own nation, which adopts
as almost a national hymn "O God, our help in ages past." with its expression
"Sufficient is Thine arm alone, and our defence is sure." How many who sing it
believe that?

Before we can have peace
Reverting to Philippians 4:7 we find that even the Christian knows the peace
of God as effect following cause. For Paul exhorts, "Have no anxiety about any
thing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God . . . will keep your hearts
and minds in Christ Jesus."

We cannot have the effect without the cause. James (3:17) tells us that "the

wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable." Peace comes through purity.
This Paul stresses in Romans 14:17, where he speaks of the kingdom of God being
"righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit." Surely there is divine order in
this passage: first must come righteousness, then peace follows; where righteous
ness and peace prevail, joy ensues. There cannot be peace without righteousness,
nor joy without righteousness and peace.
This is the secret of all our relationships, between nations, churches, brethren
"Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness . . .
all
the rest that we need will then follow. If our individual lives are pure, if we love
as brethren, we shall know afresh the glorious experience of the church of the
New Testament (Acts 9:31); "So the church . . . had peace and was built up; and
walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Soirit, it was multiand individuals.

piied."
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Send your questions
direct to L. Channing,
9 Ripon Street,

Aylesbury, Bucks
OWING to Bro. Channing's continued illness, he is imable to conduct this feature
in this month's S.S., but will resume as soon as health allows.
Readers will be sorry to hear of Bro. Channing's indisposition. Let our prayers
go up to God for him and Sister Channing, and. if possible, let us show our sym
pathy with letters to him at 9 Ripon Street, Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire.
Before our Father's throne

We pour our mutual prayers:
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one,
Our comforts and our cares.

We share our mutual woes,
Our mutual burdens bear,
And often for each other flows

Tlie sympathising tear.

JAe ^YUw- UtoAid' CUand^cdiori

9AteJk i^cAlptuAei.
RECENTLY, I had reason to criticise the reliability of this translation and I was
called upon by a 'minister of Jehovah's Witnesses" to "substantiate my opinion with
facts."

It should be of interest to Christians to know something about this trans
lation and its effects upon our faith as expressed in the more common versions of
the New Testament, such as the Authorised and Revised Versions.

In reply to this "minister," I wrote:
Dear Sir,—^I feel if I could outline an example of the unreliability of the N.W.T.
I should be supplying something more than just "opinion."

E.g. John 1:1 reads in the Authorised: In the beginning (Greek arche 'origin')
was the word (Logos) and the word was with God (Ton Theon) and the word
was God (Theos)."
The N.W.T. inserts the indefinite ai'ticle, "a" before the last word in the verse,
thus rendering "a God."

The appendix on page 773 of the N.W.T.

attempts to explain away this

change, leading up to the expression—"Especially so, since all the doctrine of the
sacred scripture bears out the correctness of this rendering" (P.776 A'. IF.T.).

Scripture does, in fact, teach the full and equal deity of the Lord Jesus Christ
(John 5:18; Phillipians 2:6, etc.). In any case there is an appalling lack of con
sistency in your usage of "a God." Examine these passages in the New World

Translation, where the article is not used with Theos, and see if the rendering "a
God" makes sense. (Matt. 5:9, 6:24, Luke 1:35, 78; 2:40, John 1:6, 12, 13, 18, etc.).
Of course it does not make sense and the .V.TT'.r. does NOT include the article.

Such Inconsistency! There is the whole weight of scholarship opposing this render
ing of "a God" m John 1:1, which cannot be outlined in this article.
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The above example Is one of what, in many cases, can only be a dishonest
rendering of the word of God to make it nt an important doctrine of Jehovah's
Witnesses. (In this case, it is in order to lower the status of the Lord Jesus Christ
and refute the doctrine of the so-called "Trinity.")
The damning, feature of the AMF.'i". from the standpoint of the Bible student
who cannot claim a large knowledge of Greek is that in many cases it does not
translate.

Page six of the foreword of the .V.H'.7'. says, "The endeavour of the New

World Bible Translation Committee has been to avoid the snare of religious tradi
tionalism." Very noble! But what does it do in practice? It has repeated many
traditional errors. Why have you rendered many words as the "traditional trans
lators" have done? To quote: "baptism," "angel," "prophet," to name three. Not
one of these words is a translation. The first two particularly have been "trans
literated" or "Anglicised" in the Authorised Version, in order to cloud over the

then existing practices. Yet the .V. H'.T. has perpetuated these traditional religious
words.

If yours were a true translation then we should see "Immersion" in place of
"baptism," "messenger" in place of "angel," "spokesman" in place of "prophet."
Therefore, I fail to see any reason why the A^.TF.r. should be applauded in view
of its continuance of such blatant errors. At least, the Authorised and Revised
Versions do render honestly the cardinal doctrines of the Christian faith and the

organisation of the community of saints is clearly portrayed. In all fairness, I
should like to say that the style and modem language are refreshing in the
N.W.T. It is particularly free-flowing and easy to read.
I pray that my case has been clearly and honestly stated.
G. A. GORTON.

Owi
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The Great Bible

Cromwell still feared that enemies of the Reformation would discover Tyndale's
influence in the Mathew Bible. He also desired that errors appearing in the Cover-

dale Bible be corrected, so he persuaded Coverdale to undertake the task of publish
ing a new Bible. Employing at first French printers, but later transferring to
English presses, Coverdale brought out a large and beautifully decorated Bible in

1539, sometimes called the Cromwell Bible, because" Cromwell had fostered its pub
lication, and also called the Cranmer Bible, because Cranmer wrote the preface
to the second edition. It was this version which was ordered to be placed in every
parish church in the land and by royal proclamation to be publicly read in services
of worsliip. Between 1539 and 1541 seven editions were issued with various

corrections and revisions made. This Great Bible immediately caught the interest
of the common people and great numbers would linger in church buildings to read
and hear portions of the Bible. Many people saved their money to possess a per
sonal copy of the Scriptures in their own tongue.

A great love for the Bible was

awakened in English hearts and an increasing knowledge of its truths has pro
foundly influenced English literature and thought.

The Psalms from this version

are still found in the Psalter of the Book of Common Prayer of the Church of
England.
Taverner's Bible

Richard Taverner, a layman and an Oxford scholar, published a revised
Mathew's Bible in 1539, giving evidence in the New Testament of his Greek
scholarship in certain places. While dedicated to King Henry VIII, it was never
sanctioned royally, was reprinted only once and had little influence on later
English versions.
The Geneva Bible

Towards the close of the reign of Henry VTII a royal reaction set in against the
Protestant principles, and through the king's decree it became unlawful to possess
copies of Tyndale and Coverdale Bible. Only the Great Bible could be read, and
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thrai only by the wealthy.
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Cromwell had been executed in 1540 and in many places

in England Bibles were burned. However, in 1547 Edward VI ascended the throne,
and with his reign Protestantism again gained the ascendancy. During his briel'
reign of six years, no fewer than forty editions of existing English versions were
printed, but no new translations of the Scriptures were attempted. The untimely
death of the King at the age of 16 brought Roman Catholic Mary to the throne.
During her reign a bloody reaction set in to undo the work of the reformers. Mary
forbade the printing of English Bibles, and the use of the English Bible in church
services. The Bibles that had been placed in the churches were burned. Such
leaders of the Reformation as Crannier, Rogers and Hugii Latimer were among the
300 martyrs burned at the stake during her reign. Coverdale bai-ely escaped. Many

fugitives fleeing England went to Geneva, where Calvin's influence was powerful
and where Theodore Beza. the greatest Biblical scholar of the day lived. Thus, as
a result of the persecutions of "Bloody" Mary, came the next English version, tlie

Geneva Bible.

Making use of the work of Beza and a company of French scholars

as well as of previous English versions, the reformers in exile after "the space of
two years and more day and night" produced a careful revision dedicated to Queen
Elizabeth, the new monarch. It omitted the Apocrypha, and was tiie first to divide
the chapters into separate verses followizig the Stephanus edition of the Bible in
1656-1557. It adopted also from this same edition the use of italics to indicate
additions to the text.

Printed in 1560 in a small volume, it was easily superior to

any previous version in English and found a ready acceptance among the common
people in spite of some opposition from members of the hierarchy of the English
Church. Although it was never authorised by Queen Elizabeth it passed through
more than 160 editions and was printed as late as 1644. This was the Bible of the
Pilgrims and the Puritan settlers of America. Sir Frederick Kenyon, the great
English scholar, states that next to Tyndale the Geneva Bible more profoundly
influenced the King James Version than any of the early versions. Very rapidly it
supplanted the Great Bible in the people's affections.

The Bishop's Bible
To offset the great popularity of the Geneva Bible, the Archbishop of Canter
bury, along with other bishops of the Church of England, revived the project of a
translation made by the bishops of the church to revise the great Bible.

Thus the

Bishops' Bible appeared in 1568 and continued to be issued until 1606.

It was a
poor version, however, and never received acceptance among the people. It has
been described as the most useless of all the early English verioiis. Its primary use
was in churches where it was ordered by the bishops.
The Rheims-Douai Bible

In response to demands from Roman Catholics as well as the competition of
the Protestant translators, the Roman Catholic

Churcli

finally

acquiesced

in

providing an English translation of the Bible. It was not because the Catholic
Church had changed its expressed policy of opposition to translations of the Scrip
tures in the vernacular tongues, but because the church felt tliat it would be better
to have the Bible read in a Catholic version rather than in Protestant versions.

The English College at Douai, France, was given the task of translation, but it was
transferred to Rheims in 1582. Later it was returned to Douai, and here the Old
Testament was brought out in 1609—hence the dual name for the version. How
ever, this was a translation made from the Latin Vulgate as WyclifEe's had been,
rather than from the original Greek and Hebrew, It was heavily loaded with Latin
expressions until in many places it was almost unintelligible. This Bible was never

widely used, although the New Testament was reprinted lour times between 1582
and 1750. The Old Testament was reprinted only once. In 1750 Ciialloner made
a complete revision of the Rheims New Testament, which is still largely followed
by English speaking Roman Catholics to the present time.

The great interest in the Bible in the last three-quarters of the sixteenth
century which these numerous versions evidence is one of the most important
aspects of the English Reformation, and foi-ms a fitting preface to the King James

Version-

(Concluded)

J. NADEAU.
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WJhjeM^ Li, iJhxA Oju^e 1
Key—1 Bristol, 2 Christian Hymnary, 3 Sankey 1200, 4 Sunday .School
(Carey Boniier), 5 Redemption Hymnal.
7.6.7.6.D. & Chorus

1
1
1
1
1

1

Dresden (Wir PflUgen)
I Love to Tell
Stand Up for Jesus (Geibel)
Tell Me
The Whole Wide World

2

3

774
—
—
_
—

147
—
—
145
146

1053
46
680
1131

493

149

_
155

4

351

5

21O
115

119
287
438
294
745

—

435

_

_
662

159
159

_
—

—

218

7.6.7.6.8.8.

1 St. Anatolus

7.7.7.5. or 6.

1 Ambrose

497

1 Cape Town

169
7.7.7.7.

4 Buckland

157

2 German Hymn

2
4
1
1
1
1
1

108

Harts
Innocents
Monkland
Newington
Nottingham
St. Bees
University College

—

153
—

109
110
1

—
158
16O

329
1149
—

—
559
i69

114
79O
417

—
162
164

616
365
248

523
463
555

399
319
109
44jj
582
397
430

—

—

_

7.7.7.7. with. Chorus

1 Humility

—

166

"2

167
169

—

166

209

—

—

55$

250

—

_

277

—

300

227

472

7.7.7.7.7.7.

}1

„,••••
Heathlands

1 Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me
1 Maidstone

507

1 Rousseau

601

2 WeUs

176

_

7.7.7.7.D.

1 Aberystwyth

—

1 Christ Receiveth

1 Everlasting Love

1 Houmgside
3J Tichfield

1 Bethlehem (Mendelssohn)
1 Gethsemane

7s.

10

7.7.7.8.

1 Better World
Can I Find that Tune, is finished, to
prepare a series on "The Precentor Pre-

centing. This portion oi" that proposed
series is included now in response to a

lequest from a brother.

xi9

324

390

513

172

227

472

312

792
I8I

174
— 1055
§67

137
91

14

173

176

30

193

135

_

173

,02

__

_

;

171

—

Lines

_

_

352

_

279

-jon

770

^

How does the precentor know, in the
broadest
sense, which tune will fit a cer-

tain hymn? (We say fit rather than

suit for there is a world of difference as
will be shown in later articles). For ex-

ample, to attempt to sing "There is a
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green hill" to the tune usually associ
ated with "Onward Christian Soldiers,"

would result in chaos, so each hymn and
each tune are shown under a meter, or
measure.

This

is

written

in

n\imbers

and/or lettei-s above each hymn
or
tune, such as 886.886 or 65.65. Letters
are sometimes used, and here we give
all, with their equivalent numbers: S.M.
means Short Meter, and is equal to
6.6.8.6.; C.M. is Common Meter, 8.6.8.6.;
L.M. is Long Meter, 8.8.8.8.; but this lat
ter must not be confused with hymns
and tmaej where the meter is shown not
as L.M. but as 8.8.8.8.

These numbers tell the precentor two

/! Note to, Go^i^iedfi<Mde4^
, Will correspondents please write any
news-items or other matter for publica
tion

ON

SEPARATE

SHEETS

OF

PAPER, ONE SIDE ONLY. Where these

items are contained on the same sheet

as personal letters or notes they can be
easily overlooked or get astray. Thank
you.

SCRIPTURE
READINGS

things—the number of lines in the hymn
and the number of syllables in each
line. Take for example 886.886: there are
six nmnbei-s, so the precentor knows
there are six lines to the hymn. Then
each of the lines is not the same length,

THE READINGS FOR 1959
Jan. 4—Amos 9. Acts 15:1-21.
Jan. 11—Genesis 9:1-17. Acts 15:22-41.
Jan. 18—1 Samuel 10:1-1 3. Acts 16:1-15.

so the meter tells him that the first line

Jan. 25—1 Samuel 10:17-27. Acts 16:16-40

has eight syllables, so has the second;
the third lias six; the fourth and fifth
have eight, and the last, six. So that a

WE think we can do no better than con

tune with the same meter will have just
the right amount of notes for the hymn
and the notes will be arranged in the
right number of lines with the right
number of notes in a

line.

The letter 'D' preceding or following
the letters or numbers of the meter in

dicates "Double." So, S.M.D. or D.S.M.
mean 6686.6686.

The letters P.M. stand

for Peculiar Meter and almost invari

ably indicate that there is but one tune,
specially written for or peculiar to the
hymn so marked.
There are two words which are used

as occasion demands. These

are

Tro

chaic and Iambic. They tell the position
of the stress. The best example avail
able is to ask the reader to attempt to
fit "Love Divine" to "The King of Love
My Shepherd is." Both are 8.7.8.7., but
"Love Divine"

is Trochaic while "The

King of Love" is Iambic. The first has

the stress on the first, third, fifth and
seventh syllables, while Iambic tunes
have the stress on the second, fourth
and sixth syllables and so on.
Most meters fall clearly into one or
other of these divisions, so that it is only
in the case where the exception applies,
that the "Stress"

word is

used.

The

meter, 87.87 is mainly Trochaic; so in

the case of "The King of Love" or tunss
such as "Dominus Regit Me." the meter
is given as 87.87, Iambic. This will ex
plain the earlier caution as regards
hymns given as 8.8.8.8.

tinue our readings from Acts, in view ol

our plea for return to Christianity in its
original purity and simplicity. A careful
re-reading must always do us good. It
must be some considerable time since we

took readings in the letter to the Roman
Christians, and that letter is so lull of

instruction, historical and practical, as
to be invaluable for building up. These
readings thoroughly followed, and ac
companied by earnest study, must help
in our spiritual nourishment. The Old
Testament readings are again intended
to have a bearing on the subject of the
New, or on points connected with them.
Nothing is more necessary for the Chris
tian than "instruction in righteousness."

Witli I960 in view we return to the gos
pel in December, 1959—and all this is

subject to our Father's overruling . .
"if it is the Lord's will, we shall live and
do this or that"—James 4:15.
CONFERENCE

The return from the first preaching
tour among the heathen was an occa

sion for much joy in the Antioch church,
and the report of the work stimulated
that church. The ministrations of Paul
and Barnabas would bring much bless
ing. Into such a prospering churcli came
some who regarded themselves as being
a step in advance with superior know
ledge of the new iaith because of their

Jewish culture and origin. They had not

realisedthat the advance was away from
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a national to a completely international
iaith. They considered that the Gentiles
had got to take a further step before
they could claim salvation.
Both Paul and Barnabas had already

come to know by the message itself and
the results they had seen among the
heathen, that salvation was by

STANDARD

ter of his real faith. Perhaps we would
be in danger of a similar fault in the
case of "colour bar" or national pridemay God forbid!
But the main body of the chui'ch cer
tainly approved the true position, and
Titus was not involved in a,ny difficulty

grace

(Gal. 2:3). We can see the need to im

through faith and obedience. God had
stamped His approval, as in the case of
Cornelius, by manifesting miraculous

press upon Gentiles the avoidance of cer

powers among the Gentiles.

While Paul might have claimed and
proved apostleship to settle this ques
tion, he decided to take the whole mat
ter up with the apostles and elders in
Jerusalem. It was a divinely arranged
method of handling the matter which
might otherwise have wrecked the unity

tain evil practices, known well to every
Jew to be wrong but tolerated and even
approved in the Gentile world. "Idol
atry, with all the pollutions connected
with it, was known to be sinful before
the law of Moses was given; and so was
fornication. The eating of blood, and, by

implication, of strangled animals, whose
blood was still in them, was forbidden
to the whole world in the family of

of the church then and there. We refer
our readers to Galatians 2 as we are

Noah. (Gen. 9:4) . . . here there is not
the slightest extension of the law of

sure the visit there mentioned Is the on^
we are now dealing with. Hence we say
•'divinely arranged" (.Gal. 2:2).

Moses, but a

The journey to Jerusalem was almost
a triumphal procession, for the story of
the spread of the truth brought great
joy to the Christians visited on the way.
It would thus seem that the love of
Christ was at work in the hearts of dis

ciples everywhere, and the "rank and
file" recognised the receiving of the Gen
tiles with thanksgiving and joy. This
was certainly an extraordinary "conver
sion" of heart, breaking down the middle
wall of partition.
We take notice of the care exercised

mere enforcement upon

the Gentiles of rules of conduct which

had ever been binding . . . " (McGarvey, Commentary on Acts). The letter
and instructions were joyfully received
at

Antioch,

and

doubts

v/ere removed. What a

and

wise

fears

and kind

thought it was to send two eminent
members of the Jerusalem church with

the letter as well! Obviously they were
wisely chosen (Acts 15:32). We need not

be surprised that Paul

and

Barnabas

stayed so long at Antioch. It was a big
city with a cosmopolitan population,
and how great a need there was for
brethren like them (Acts 14:28 and 15:
35).

by Paul with the Apostles and Elders
(Gal. 2:2). Here is no self-confident dog

DIFFERENCE

matism but a humble, kindly and
thoughtful approach, leading by report
of facts and reasoning without strife or
bitterness, to a decision which only
hardened and deliberate prejudice could
dispute. Peter recounted the case of Cor
nelius as on the previous occasion (Acts
11:1-17), emphasising God's part in the
matter—His miraculous outpouring of
the Holy Spirit. James then showed how
God had long years before indicated this
development through His Christ.

The danger of accepting false teach
ing in the church is great, and it is so
often "brought in privily," but there is
aiso danger tln-ough personal differences.
It is a different problem, in some ways

less

important

but

certainly

avoided most earnestly.

The

to

be

illustra

tion we have is perhaps surprising, yet
it is revealed so often in scripture as to
teach a

lesson.

"Let him that thinketh he standeth

Through our distance from the times
we may fail to recognise how great de
velopment in character the decision
meant, but it can be seen in the case

take heed lest he fall," for the best of
us are liable. The suggestion of another
journey to revisit Asia Minor com
mended itself to Barnabas upon Paul's
suggestion, and he was minded to take

of peter at Antioch (Gal. 2:11-21). There

John Mark with them. Paul thought it

it was only a matter of eating with Gen
tile Christians, not attempting to make
them observe Moses's law, but Peter
allowed the old prejudice to get the bet

not good. It may be both had good rea
son—Barnabas to train his nephew,
grown older, wiser and braver; Paul feel
ing it not wise to put him to the test

THE SCRIPTURE

again. "There arose a sharp conten
tion," a serious disagreement, an arguTient. Neither would give way, so they
parted. It makes us unhappy to think
that two sucii good men had this differ
ence. but we know that subsequently
Paul showed no sign of any continuing
feeling against John Mark, but very
much the reverse (1 Cor. 9:6; Col. 4:11:
2 Tim. 4:11). Also Barnabas with Mark

carried on the work in Cyprus, and Paul
and Silas in Asia Minor and Europe.
There were two missions instead of one.

We do not hear any more of Barnabas.
His attitude on this occasion is in keep
ing with what we know of him as "Son
of encouragement." If any of us can
emulate either of the contestants in this

incident we shall do well, but not their
"sharp contention."
R. B. SCOTT.
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Bread, and Gospel proclamation, and on
Saturdays, and some week nights for
Bible Study. The number of brethren
was smaller than in previous years. We
began with four; but it increased to
nine. We rejoiced In having renewed
fellowship with Bro. Fred Geddes, from
Buckie, who was at Yarmouth on holi
day. The other brethren were all from
Peterhead. Although the number of nonmembers in attendance at Gospel meet
ings was not so large as on previous
missions, we had some at every meeting.
Some also attended the Bible Study. On
nncasions we visited the homes of

thore-workers, and with the aid

the

of

a

projector and film strip we lectured on
the Three Dispensations of the Bible.
We engaged in many discussions on
board the boats and on the wharfside,
when we sought to present Christ.

Although there were no visible results
we believe that good was done by our

NEWS FROM
THE CHURCHES
Buckle.—On Lord's Day morning, I2th
October, the brethi-en's hearts were
gladdened by the restoration to the fel

lowship of Bro. William Innes. Along
with his wife he has attended the gos
pel meetings regularly. We trust that
God will bless him and use him mightily
in His work. We would like to take this

opportunity of thanking all the visiting
brethren we had with us during the sum
mer months. Their services were much
appreciated by us all.
john gkdoes.

Great Yarmouth.—Although the voice of
experience was silent, forecasters pre
dicted a rich harvest from the sea oft"
the coasts of East Anglia, so we left

Scotland with high hopes of a good fish-

ing season materially and spiritually, it
proved to be one of the poorest herring
fishing seasons on record, and one of the
shortest since coming to Yarmouth on
mission work. Poor catches at Yarmouth

and reports of good fishing on the West
Coast of Scotland resulted in the greater
part of the fleet sailing for home waters,
and we found it necessary to leave for
home, only four weeks after the date of
our arrival at Yarmouth.

As on former occasions we were able

witness to the truth.

On behalf of the fishermen, allow me
sincere thanks to the
Church at Cleveleys for once again pro
viding the emblems for the Lord's
Table; the brethren who financed the
venture: those who encouraged us by
their visits, letters, and prayers; and
above all to God our Father to whom
all praise and glory Is due.

to express our

DAVID DOUGALL.

Kirkby-in-Ashfieid: Beulah Road. — All
who joined with us in our 34th anniver
sary celebrations on 22nd November will

agree that we spent a very happy time
together. Over 100 sat down to tea and
this number greatly increased when we
met later to hear the edifying and in
spiring addresses of our serving Breth
ren Tom Mcdonald and Albert Winstan-

ley. The meeting was ably presided ovep
by Bro. C. Scothem, and Bro. Ralph
Limb read the lesson.

Our Lord's Day meetings were no less

helpfiU and we were built up in our most
holy faith by the ministering of the
word by Bro. Winstanley. We thank him
for his labours and to all who supported
us We express our appreciation.
T. WOODIIOUSK.

Paris.—The work of the church in Paris

moves

forward

with

encouraging

re-

.sults. We have had three conversions the

past month, one a young lady from a

to acquire the Labour Club and Baptist

Christian family, and the other two hus

Halls for our meetings, which were held

band and wife, who renounced the er

on Lord's Days for Breaking of the

rors of Adventism. This makes ten bap-
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tisms since moving into our new build
ing last June. We are now located in one
of the finer areas of Paris, accessible to
all by the Metro (Paris tube).
The church has organised its evan
gelistic work to the extent that we have
a class or service every day of the week
e.xcept Saturday. Monday afternoon,
ladies' Bible class; Tuesday evening,
Bible class in English; Wednesday even
ing. gospel meeting; Thursday after
noon, class for children (who take
Thursdays off in France and go to
school on Saturday); Friday .evening
Bible study; and on Sunday we have
two services in French and one in Eng
lish. All of this work for the

Lord

is

finally showing results.
We have just closed a four nights' mis
sion with Brother Hal Frazier of Orleans

doing the preaching. We had an aver
age of 45 for each service, which is quite
encouraging in Paris. In preparation for
this meeting over 300 individuals were
visited, 5,000 invitations were distri
buted and 150 wall posters were strate
gically planted in our area. God is giv
ing the increase to the seed being sown.
The churches of Christ in France (nine
in all) salute the brethren in the Bri
tish Isles.
DONALD DAUGHERTV.

Peterhead.—Again we rejoice in the
Lord. On Lord's Day, December 7th, Sister Doris Buchan was baptised.
AIK

STRACHAN.
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Sdmol Jl^e
I sat in the School of Sorrow,
Tlie Master was teachirlg there;

But my eyes were dim with weeping.
And my lieart was full of care.

Instead of looking upward.
And seeing His face divine.
So full of the tenderest pity
For weary heart like mine;
I only thought of the burden.
The cross, that before me lay;
So hard and heavy to carry.
That it darkened tiie light of day.
So I could not learn my lesson,
And say. 'Thy will be done!'
And the Master came not near me

As the weary hours went on.

At last,in my heavy sorrow,
I looked from the cross above,

And I saw the Master watching
With a glance of tender love.

He turned to the cross before me,
And I thought I heard him say,
'My child, thou must bear thy burden,
And learn thy task today.
I may not tell tlie reason,
'Tis enough for thee to know

That I, the Master, am teacliing,
And give this cup of woe.'

So I stooped to this weary sorrow;
One look at that face divine

Had given me power to trust Him,
And say, 'Thy will, not mine!'

Qood Memo^ Rule6
FORGET each kindness that you do as
soon as you have done it;

Forget the praise that falls to you th"e
moment you have won it;
Forget the slander that you hear before
you can repeat it;
Forget each slight, each spite, each
sneer, wherever you may meet it.
REMEMBER every kindness done, what
ever it may measure;
Remember praise by others won and
pass it on with pleasure;
Remember those who lend you aid and
be a grateful debtor;
FORGET each worry and

disaster,

be

hopeful and forgiving;

And thus I

learned my lesson.

Taught by the Master alone;
He only knows the tears I shed,
For He has wept His own.
But from them came a brightness.
Straight from the home above,
Where the school life will be ended,
And the cross will show the love.
ELIZABETH A. GODWIN.

w.o^iik

a So^d

Go and try to save a soul and you
will see how well it is worth saving, how

REMEMBER good, remember truth, re
member heaven's above you—

capable of the most complete salvation.

And you will find, through age and youth
that many hearts will love you.

of it, but by saving it you learn its
preciousness.

Not by pondering about it nor by talking

THE SORIPTUBB STANDARD
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OBITUARY

Master with a joy and patience which
were a beautiful example for us all to

follow. We can truly say that our late

Tranent.—Sister Gunney fell asleep on

brother George was rich in the know
ledge of God's Word, strong in the unity

22nd November, 1958. She was 94 years

of the faith.

old. She was the widow of Bro. Joseph

fellowship up to the time of his passing,
in peace, because his was a Christlike

Gunney, who was well known in

this

He abounded in love and

area and in tlie Slamannan district.

character. We thank God for every re

Sister Gunney was baptised at the
age of 18, and was a member of the
Church in Tranent for 53 years. Her

membrance of him.

Christ-like

spiration to many of us. She was indeed

pray that God's blessing and strength
will rest upon them at this time of sor

one of God's saints in the household of

row.

character has been

an in

faith, and one of God's gentlewomen. We
coinmend

grace,

all

who

and

mercy

D.

Dougall

mourn

of

her

to

the

We grieve deeply with his two sisters
who tended him so devotedly, and we

The funeral was conducted by our
j. aspinall.

brother C. Melling.

our Heavenly

Father.

at

the

funeral both in the home and at

Bro.

the

graveside.

ofBciated

majon' aiiniLuiei
JleaAeh6.lUp,

d. scott.

Wallacestone.—The church has suffered

a great loss in the passing of two loyal
sisters.

Sister Freckleton died on the

29th October at the age of 53 years. She
had been in fellowship for almost two
years, and during that time she dis
played her love for the Loi-d by faithful
attendance at meetings and Godly liv
ing. She was laid to rest at Muiravonside Cemetery, Bro. J. Baird officiating
at the home and graveside.
We extend our sincere sympathy to
her husband and daughter who are both
in the Lord, and commend them to the
comfort of our Heavenly Father.
Sister M. Wotherspoon died on Novem
ber 1st, at the age of 79 years. She was
immersed in 1921, and since then has
remained a loyal member, being very
much interested in the Lord's work both

at home and abroad. It can be
"She hath done what she could."

said,

1. Unwavering com'age based upon
knowledge of self and task.
2. Self-control.

He who cannot con

trol himself surely cannot control others.
3. A keen sense of justice.
4. Definiteness of decision.

5. Definiteness of plans.
6. The habit of doing more than paid
for.

7. A pleasing personality.
8. Sympathy and understanding.
9. The mastery of detail.
10. Willingness to assume full respon
sibility.
11. Co-operation with followers.
12. Confidence in others and no fear

of competition from followers.

Her mortal remains were interred at

13. Humility that makes one realise

Polmont Cemetery, Bro. A. Brown o£Roiating in the home and at the grave

that the differences that exist between

side.

and appointment.

We commend all who moui-n her pas

sing to our Heavenly Father. "Blessed
are the dead who die in the Lord."

Wigan: Scholes.—It is with deep sorrow
that we record the passing on November
2lst, of our beloved brother in Christ,
George Barr, at the age of fifty-six years.
A faithful and devoted servant of

Lord, his

the

physical disability and his

grief at the recent loss of his two brothei-s did not prevent his serving his

him and his followers are due to position
14. Unselfishness,
loyalty to all.

temperance
and
—Selected.

Sui
He who falls into sin is a man.

He who grieves at it is a saint.
He who boasteth of it is a

devU.

THOMAS FULLER.
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COMING

EVENTS

THANKS

The

Preliminary Notice
SPRING

Weekend

CONFERENCE AND

RALLY

Meetings, 28th-30tii Marchi
1959.

The Eastwood

(Notts.)

and

Lough-

borough (Leics.) churches are arranging

Church of Christ meeting In

Ince-in-Makerfield (Lancashii'e) wishes
to thank those who have anonymously
contributed towards the cost of a

new

moeeting-place. 23rd November, Wigan
postmark, £2; 26th November, Reading
postmark, £1.

to have the Spring Conference at East
wood on Saturday, 28th March; with
doctrinal and devotional

sessions and

BOOKS

WANTED

discussion at Loughborough on Monday,
Bullinger;
Critical Lexicon;
Zerr:
Commentary, Vol. 5: Gospels & Romans;

30th March, 1959.
Hospitality; Write soon to Bro. G. E.
Bullock, 74 Station Road, Ilkeston,
Derbys.
All other correspondence to Bro. Chas.

Alexander Campbell: Any works; David
King; Any works. Prices to J. H. Maltman, c/o 43a Church Road, Tunbridge
Wells, Kent.

Limb, "Che-na-ni," 32 Chewton Street,
Brookhiil Leys, Eastwood, Notts.

Let us rally round and encourage both
churches in their labour of love in the

Gospel.

A.H.

CHANGES OF ADDRESS

Geoffrey Lodge, "Westlands," 24 West
Park Street, Devvsbury, Yorks,

Preliminary Announcement

Will readers also note the new ad
dress of Bro. James Grant, Ijawyett.

Morley Anniversary Meetings: Satur
day, February 28th and Lord's Day.

Wallacestone. Brightons, Falkirk, Stir
lingshire. Bro. Grant is still receiving

March 1st, 1959. Speakers: Brethren L.
Morgan (Hindley), L. Channing (Aylesbury).

Pui-ther details later. H. Baines, Sec
retary, 69 Rydal Drive, Low Moor Es
tate, Morley, Leeds.

correspondence at his former address
at Seaview Cottage, although his new
address was announced in the S-S- many
months ago.
Donald Daugherty, 3 rue Leon Bour
geois, Sevres (Set O.), Prance.

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD is puWislied monthly. Prices: Home, one copy for
one year, 8/-; two copies 15/6; three copies 22/-, post free. Canada and U.S.A.: one copy,
one dollar; Africa, Australia, New Zealand: One copy, 7/6; two 14/-; three 20/6. All
orders and payments to the 'S.S.' Agent and Treasurer: PAUL JONES, 41 Pendragon
Road, Birmingham 22B.
All matter for insertion must be sent before the 10th of the montii (news items the

15th) to the Editor: 0. MELLING, c/o 2 Pyke Street, Wiffan, Lanes.
Forthcomins: events and personal notices: 3/- for three lines minimum; 8d. per line
over three lines.

EVANGELIST FUND: Contributions to R. McDONALD, "Aldersyde," 10 Mardale
Road, Bennett Lane, Dewsbury, forks.
Secretary of Conference Committee: A. HOOD, 45 Park Road, Hindley, Nr. Wigan.
NYASALAND MISSION. Contributions to W. STEELE, 31 Niddrie Road, Portobelio,
Edinburgh, Mid Lothian.
THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD Is printed for the publishers by
Walter Barker (Printers) Ltd. Langley Mill. Nottm.

Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning.
FEIUUIAUY. 1959

VOL. 25. No. -2

WJkai ill a &iAii,tLan?
IN a previous article we tried from the New Testament to answer the question.
"Who are Christians?" This present article poses and attempts to answer another
question—"Wftai is a Christian?"
What a Christian is

It will be seen at once that the answer Is in the word Christian itsell.

According

to the Shorter Oxford English Dictionary the suffix ian means "ol or belonging to."
Thus a theologian is a man of theology or devoted to theology: a musician ts a man
of music .whose time and interests are given to music. By the same definition a
Christian is one wiio is of Cluist. belonging to Christ, whose lile is devoted to Clirist
a Christ-ia?i. The Burmese natives used to siieak of Adonirum Judson, the

missionary among them, as "Christ's man." That is a beautiful definition of a
Christian.

The term in the New Testament

It seems remarkable that the term is

used only three times In the New

Testament, as pointed out in the previous article.

It is still more remarkable that
in only one of these cases is the term definitely used by a Christian: in 1 Peter 4:16.
Let us glance first at the two other occurrences. In Acts 11:26 we are told
that "in Antiocli the disciples were for the first time called Christians."

This was

during the mission of Barnabas and Saul. By whom were the disciDles first called
Christians? In view of the fact that only once in the New Testament does a
Christian use the term it seems unlikely that the name was given or used by the
church 'n those earliest days. For themselves the Christians used other designa

tions: "disciples" (Acts 11:26); "brethren" (Acts 9:30: Rom. 16:14); "elect" (Rom.
8:33: Col. 3:12); "saints" (Acts 9:13; Rom. 12:13>; "believers" (Acts 5:14; 1 Tim.
4:12): "the Way" (Acts 9:2: 19:9).
Nor was the name "Christians" applied by the Jews. The term "Christ" is
not the na77ie of Jesus, but His title. The Jews believed in the Messiah, the Christ,
and yearned for His coming. But they did not accept Jesus of Nazareth as the
Messiah. The followers of Jesus were contemptuously referred to by them as
"Nazarenes" (Acts 24:5) or "this sect" (Acts 28:22).

It seems most probable that the term was coined and used by the unbelieving
Gentiles of Antioch. History shows that the Antiochenes were very apt and

witty in giving nicknames to people or things.

It could well be that, hearing so

much mention of Christ in the preaching of Barnabas and Saul, the Antiochenes
called them after him whom they took to be their lord. Christ was their master:

they were therefore designated Christianoi.
Another interestion suggestion is that the disciples were termed Chrestians. In
Greek chresto is "a good fellow,"and these followers of Christ were obviously good
men. The men of Antioch thus made a pun or play upon the term Christ In calling
His disciples Chrestiani.
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It is held by some that Isaiah 62:2 foretells the giving of the name Christians

to God's people under the New Covenant, when the prophet says,

. . and you

shall be called by a new name which the mouth of the Lord will give." The idea

that it was heathens who first coined the term -is therefore rejected in the light

of such an exposition of the prophecy. But surely there is no necessary contradic
tion. One scripture does not rule out the other. For has not God often used
the ungodly to bring about His purposes and the fulfilment of His word? And
cannot this at Antioch be one such example?

To refer- to the two other occurrences of "Christian" in the New Testament:

in Acts 26:28 the Jewish king Herod Agrippa II says: "In a short time you think
to make me a Christian!" We like to think that Paul's preaching before the king
and the Roman Governor Festus was so powerful that Agrippa expressed himself

as "almost persuaded," and used the incident to drive home a gospel appeal To
this understanding the hymn subscribes,
"Almost persuaded now to believe,
Almost persuaded Christ to receive.
Almost—but lost."

But all that we know of the flippant, foppish, lustful Herod Agrippa suggests
that he was using the word "Christian" in mockery, as the Gentiles did. True,
Paul took the king seriously, turning his joke back upon him, for this was a serious
matter.

The third time the word is used in the New Testament throws much light
upon it. Peter writes in l Peter 4:16, "Yet if one suffers as a Christian let him
not be ashamed, but under that name let him glorify God." "If one sutlers as a
Christian ..." In those days the very fact of being a Christian made one an

object of persecution. The Christian had become not only a subject of scoffing,
then of reproach, but a criminal. The time was not far distant when the question
would be asked in Roman courts of law, "Are you a Christian?" and if the answer

be "Yes" it boded ill. Polycarp's threefold answer in the early second century,

"I am a Christian" cost him his life, and countless numbers of others who bore

the same testimony sealed it with their blood. Hence, Peter exhorts that, if

suffering comes, let it be not for wi-ongdoing but "as a Christian."
The Glory of the Name

Polycarp's answer shows the note of joyous profession that many Christians

experienced in the name. They gloried in it. Although given casually by the
outside world the name came to be adopted as the glory and pride of its holders.
For it at once set out who and what these people were—worsWppers of the God

who had made himself known to men in Jesus the Messiah, the Christ; living

that life of holiness and love which Christ had lived on earth; and because of

His resurrection, presenting to the world the triumphs and assurance of the gospel.

Is there any wonder that such transformed men and women had within a few
years of their Lord's resurrection "turned the world upside down"? And is there
any reason, outside ourselves, why the same power and triumphs of the gospel
should not be seen through us?
Christ is all

Christ means "Messiah, anointed one." That we are Christians means that

we too have been anointed with the Holy Spirit's indwelling, as a "holy generation,

a royal priesthood." For Christianity is not a religion; not simply a system of
teaching, it is faith centred in a Pereon. Whether as historical revelation or as
personal experience Christianity is summed up in Jesus Christ. He is its centre;
in Him all things find their meaning; "to him give all the prophets witness."

To Him we must look in all things. He must be the motive of all our service;

His glory the end in view. When thus we are found "looking unto Jesus" our lives
and service will have new meaning and power. We serve not men but the Lord
Christ. We bear His name. When He is our glory and joy we shall not be
moved nor discouraged whatever men may say or do. We are to present Christ
to the world In our preaching and teaching and In our lives.
"Lord, I desire to live as one

Who bears a blood-bought name;
As one who fears but grieving Thee.

And knows no other shame."

EDITOR
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6ft£. 'pAinted 9xig,e

[The following article is reprinted from Gospel Tidings

(U.S.A.) 1958.

While

addressed to brethren in the Churches in America, it has its message and

meaning for members of the churches of Christ in this country. —Editor].
IP the average member of the church were as?ced to name the world's most widely
translated writing, he would immediately say the "Bible." The answer was correct
until 1955. In that year the writings of V. I. Lenin, the Russian revolution leader,

took first place. In 1955 the Bible was translated into 99 new tongues while the
writings of Lenin were reproduced in 371.
Between 1948 and 1955 Lenin's works were translated into 968 languages. The
Bible was translated during that period into 887 languages. During the same

period the literary works of Stalin were translated into 699 languages to rank
third in total translation.

Russia also led in total volumes published with some

thing over 1,000,000,000 volumes. The U.S.A. printed 705 million for the same period.
(The statistics were taken from a detailed report by Peter Edson. as published in
his "Washington Notebook" column).

The spread of error

These figures explain the rapid spread oJ Communism.

Communism has

engulfed the world not because if? doctrines are true, but because it has realised
the power of the printed page. The Communists spend $3,400,000,000 annually on
printed propaganda. China was conquered, not by the point of the sword, but
by the point of Communist pens. The Communists did in China in ten years what

the missionaries failed to do in 100 years. After over a century of missionary

activity millions of Chinese had never heard the name of Jesus Christ. After ten
yeai's of Communist propaganda the Reds boasted that every Chinese had heard
the name of Stalin.

The rise of literacv in the world has given the Communists their greatest

opportunity. Some statistics indicate that over 15,000,000 learn to read annually.

Others insist the number is nearer 50.000,000. The new literates offer fertile minds

for any type of written material. They are deeply, often permanently, impressed
by whatever they read first. The Communists are taking advantage of this situa
tion.

The most aggressive sectarian bodies have also awakened to the opportunity.
The Catholics are flooding the Unltsd States by means oi the Knights of Colum
bus advertisements in almost every weekly paper and magazine. "Jehovah's Wit

nesses" print some 3,250.000 copies oi" "Awake" and 2,225.000 copies of "The Watch-

tower" each month, and spread them around the world. The sun never sets on

the world circle of Seventh Day Adventist presses. Over 7.000 colporteurs distribute
this material in nearly all the countries of the earth.
The opportunity for truth

Brethren, the fact that God has chosen to reveal both Himself and His plan

through the written Word should be enough to settle the question. Paul was
perhaps the greatest preacher that has ever lived but he has reached far more
people by the written message than by the spoken word.
Gospel preachers in foreign fields are realising the power of the printed page
more than ever before. Reports from all over Europe tell of the great good that
has been done by tracts, newsoapers. and poster teaching. Here in Nigeria the
gospel is spreading all over the country because of the printed page. We are

getting a tremendous response to the teaching we have started in the country's

largest newspaper. People fight for tracts.
I am convinced that the money that wUl do the most good Is that spent on

the printed page. We can cover the world with the Gospel of Christ In this
generation if we will take advantage of the opportunities God is making for us,
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Today there are only about 100 gospel preachers scattered in some 30 of the 2?0
nations of the world. As few as we are, we can be Davids against the Goliaths
of population if brethren will arms us with weapons of the printed page. Every
worker in the field needs funds for this work. A congregation of 250 members
could provide S75 a month for such a work if the members would only give one
cent a day for this work. We say there are some 1,500,000 members of the church.
If we were spending only one cent per member on preaching the gospel by the
piinted page we could have over $5,500,000 each year for world evangelism. We
are not serious about spreading the gospel. When compared with the Com
munists. zeal for the name of Christ is little in comparison with theirs in
spreading their writings.
Don't just read this and forget it. Make these facts known to the Church
where you worship. Contact some workers in the field and learn their needs first
hand. Keep these needs before the brethren and move them to do more for the
Lord.

&ViiiUciJnA and
THOSE who use tobacco naturally believe that it is proper and not wrong or surely

they would not do it while professing to be Christians. Even, however, if this is
consistent with Christian conduct, it is not very thoughtful of men or women to

use tobacco around the place of worship and throw the stubs on the steps. In the
vestibule or in any other place where they will be seen by the worshippers. It is
certainly not improper to eat and drink wholesome food and milk and water when
ever such things are needed. But sensible people would not eat a sandwich on the
steps of the church building and throw the scraps down for others to walk on.

They seem to know that there is a time and a place for eating and drinking. But
smokers do not seem to think that it is improper if you smoke anywhere and they
do not realise that smoke is offensive to all non-smokers and that even a man who

is a habitual smoker has a body odour that is offensive and sickening to people
who do not use tobacco. I have known men who do not use tobacco to have to
quit a well-paying position because they could not endure the odour from the
smoking and the odour from the smokers who worked in the office with them.

I

have known many young ladies who have been made deathly sick by the smoke
of their employer. I have, myself, sat down by tobacco users in a church assembly
when I could not endure to stay there and had to get up and move myself to some
other part of the building.

Smoking is a useless, filthy, expensive, inexcusable, unhealthy habit. This no
man on earth can deny and this each advertiser tells when he announces that his
product does not have the bad and disgusting effects that other products have. And
a cigarette is advertised as superior because it contains less nicotine. If less is an

advantage, then none at all would be a much greater advantage. One of Shakes
peare's characters, looking down upon the behaviour of human beings, one t<mp
exclaimed, "What fools these moi-tals be." His words may not have been well
chosen, but his judgment would be hard to refute.

There are more non-smokers in the world than the smoking crowd would
imagine. There are religious denominations which do not permit smoking or the
use of tobacco at alL Therefore, many people who profess Christianity look upon
the use of tobacco as unchristian. Individuals like this may be found in every
denomination, but the following denominations, as such, eschew and condemn the
use of tobacco. The Christian Scientists may be listed here. The Seventh-Day
Adventists certainly belong to this group and the Mormons and others no doubt.
It seems a pity that people who profess to be New Testament Christians and who
do not allow their lives to be regulated by the denominational decrees will not

live as clean and as chaste a life as denominationalists require.
<G. C. BREWER, in answer to a question iri the Gospel Advocate).
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OJht MadeAn
THIS is a verbatim translation of the reporl of the French scientist M. de Parville
in the Journal des Debats, 1914:

"In February, 1891, the whaling ship, ' Star of the East,' was in the vicinity
of the Falkland Islands when the lookout sighted a large sperm whale three iniles
away. Two boats were launched and in a short time one of- the harpooners was

enabled to spear the whale. The second boat attacked the whale but was upset

by a lash of its tail, and the men were thrown into the sea. one man being drowned,
and another, James Hartley, having disappeared, could not be found. The whale
was killed in a few hours, its great body lying on the ship's side, while the crew
busied itself with axes and spades removing the blubber. They worked all day and

part of the night. The next morning they attached some tackle to the stomach
of the whale and hoisted it on deck.

Suddenly the sailors were startled by some

thing in it which gave spasmodic signs of life. Inside was found the missing
sailor doubled up and unconscious. He was placed on deck and treated to a bath
of sea water, which soon revived him, but his mind was not clear and he was placed
in the captain's quarters, where he remained for two weeks a raving lunatic,. He
was kindly and carefully treated by the captain and the ship's officers and gradu
ally regained possession of his senses. At the end of the third week he entirely
recovered from the shock and resumed his duties.

During the sojourn in the whale's stomach Hartley's skin, where it was exposed
to the action of the gastric juices, underwent a striking change. His face, neck,
and hands were bleached to a deadly whiteness .taking on the ap])earance of parch
ment.

Hartley remembered the lash of the whale's tail and ' then was encompassed

by great darkness and he felt that he was slipping along a smooth passage that
seemed to move and carry him forward. His hands came in contact with a yielding

slimy substance, which seemed to shrink from his touch. He could easily breathe
but the heat was terrible. It seemed to open the pores of Ms skin and draw out

his vitality. The next thing he remembered he was in the captain's cabin. While
he recovered fully from his mental depression his skin retained its ghastly pallor
to the end and never recovered its natural appearance."
(From Believe it or Not, by R. L. Ripley, pp. 332-333).

VAe^LcJhm^ and 'Pjicu^eji
DOUBTLESS it is ti'ue that our lack of prayer has robbed the church of power

and strength too often in the past. We may have come to put more dependence
on our own methods and our own speaking than we have placed in the power

of God. The great need of prayer should be apparent to us all. In praying,
we deal directly with God; we tie our human eflorts to his divine power. This

is why we should pray for a gospel meeting. There can be no successful preach
ing of the word of God without prayer. These two—prayer and preachingbelong together like Siamese twins. And here is that something which every
member of the church can do! The yoimg as weU as the old in a congregation
can make the gospel services a matter of prayer to God. Here is a realm where
all may work and serve in the salvation of the lost. Before and during gospel
meetings urge the Christians to pray continually.

In these days of hurry and bustle, men do not take time to pray as they should.
Let us really pray, and not just "say our prayers." Let us as we come to gospel
meetings, "stir ourselves up to take hold upon God." We should pray as did
jacob-until he was blessed of the Lord. We should pray as did Elijah-until
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the forces of nature were unsealed and the land made to bloom as a garden of
God. .Let us emulate Christ, who upon' the mountainside "continued all night in
prayer to God." The apostles quit serving tables that they might give themselves
to prayer and the ministry of the word.

Among the churches of Christ today, there are many eloquent preachers of

the "words of life." Let us undergird their work by the great stay of persevering
prayer. May prayer be restored to its rightful place in the life of the church and
in the functions of gospel meetings.

It is well to talk to men for God, but let us also remember that we are to talk
to God for men! Let us pour out our souls to God in fervent prayer for the lost

and for the preaching of the gospel. "The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous
man availeth much."

(James 5 ; 16).

LEONARD MULLENS in Gospel Advocate.

(^Aam a QMhtiofi'i
By Berean

"the church of God which is

"Revival"
THERE

is

much

talk

of

"revival"

in

the religious world accompanied, of
course, with
appropriate quotations
from Scripture, such as Habakkuk 3:2—
"O Lord, revive thy work in the midst
of the years" and Psalm 85:6—"Wilt
thou not revive us again?" This year
happens to mark the centenary of the
revival in 1858

of

such Interest

in re

at Cor

inth" or at Devonport, Eastwood, Fauldhouse or wherever we are.

Pray through
What is to be questioned most about
religious revivals seems to be the con

ception of the Holy Spirit as a vague
spiritual influence waiting to be out
poured upon those who pray hard
enough. This idea seems to be part of

ligion that
church buildings were
packed with worshippers and great emo
tions were stirred, with the result that

the fallacy which makes faith a gift of
God. unconditionally given to those who

the Victorian era has become noted in

are predestinated to salvation. But faith

history as a period of religious respec
tability. No doubt the Disciples Move
ment also received its share of impetus
from the winds of religious revival, in
cluding the sectarian respect for mass
movements and nation-wide prestige,
which blew eventually into the shallows

comes by hearing the Word of God
(Rom. 10:17), "which liveth and abideth
for ever" (1 Peter 1:23), and which is
the instrument of the new birth.

of the Free Church Federal Council and

among the sands of the World Council
of

The Holy Spirit, also, was not pro
mised to those who pray for him but to
those who obey the gospel (Acts 2:38).
Prayer is therefore the product of our
faith and is the impulse of the human

heart in response to God's love in the

Churches.

Not that we should despise the mass
movements towards i*eligion; they can
undoubtedly ease the task of preaching
the pure gospel. In these days it is not
easy to find the earnest seeker after
truth amid the materialism that sur
rounds us. What we must avoid is the
desire to make "our brotherhood" a

gospel. Prayer, in fact, is the result of

the Holy Spirit's influence in our
hearts, not the reverse. That the Lord
"heareth the prayer of the righteous"

is the evident testimony of all Scrip
ture (Psa. 34:15, 17; Prov. 1:28; 15:29)
and ail prayer must be "in faith" (Jas.
1:6-7; Matt. 21:22; Heb. 11:6, etc.).

Let us not forget that the gospel work

great organisation, "putting churches of
Christ on the map." as it is called,
speaking expansively of "The Restora

ducted in the atmosphere of "revival,"

tion Movement," and so on. If the Lord

as Paul wrote to Timothy (2 Tim. 3:

sees fit to bless his people with a large

10-12), and that "all that will live godly
in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution."
Nevertheless it is impossible to forecast

Increase we may still honour him most

in the simple Biblical organisation

of

of the first century was not all con
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the work we may accomplish by whole
hearted devotion to our Lord and his

SCRIPTURE
READINGS

church. I trust we may all work the
harder lo that end in 1959, if the Lord

I

tarries.
Alcohol

Christians must be considerably dis
turbed by newspaper reports which

1—1 Sam. 12:1, 12-25. Acts 17:1-15
„ 17:16-34
„ 18:1-23
22—Deut. 13:1-11.
„ 18:24tol9:20
8—Ex. 20:1-13.
15—Isa. 43:1-13.

periodically announce Britain's increas
ing enslavement to alcoholic drinking.
Official reports list 100,000 alcoholics in
the country. Chief Constables reported
67,000 police convictions for di'unkenness in 1957 (a 235 per cent, increase
over 1946), and they expect the figure
for 1958 to have been even higher. The

1956 figure was the highest for thh-ty

Thessalonica

In

connection with our Lord's

Day

readings we ought to read the letters
which Paul wrote during the period
covered by the Acts of Apostles. Much
light is thrown thereby upon the circum
stances and the folk.

Thus, those he

wrote to the Thessalonians come into

years with a very steep rise in convic

view. They are the first in order of date,

tions of young people (under 21). It is
scarcely surprising that these increases
come at a time when the pleasui'es of

ing his eighteen months' stay in that

alcohol are broadcast from

sible

medium

of

every pos

advertising.

Novels,

plays, B.B.C. productions of all kinds
mention it with approval, even making
heroes of hotel keepers, in addition to
commercial advertising. Brewers make

no secret of the fact that they are de
liberately appealing to women and, in
directly, children. In its posters one
well-known firm has replaced tumblers

by wine glasses of refined shape, so as
to attract feminine interest to beer.

Now it is surely significant that the
Highway Code states that "alcohol even

m quite small amounts makes you less
safe on the road." As one preacher used
to say, "If it takes 10 drinks to get you
drunk, then when you take one you are
one-tenth

drunk."

The

Christian

has

no alternative to abstinence. His body

is holy (Rojn. 12:1; 1 Cor. 3:17), the
temple of the Holy Spirit, and anything
that damages it or renders it liable to
cause damage to hfe and limb in others
must be ruled out. We must "Abstain
from all appearance of evil" (l Thess.
5:22).

Few of us have not regretted a harsh
word, but I never knew of anyone who
was not glad at having given voice to
affection or admiration. A Chinese friend

once replied when I paid him a compli
ment; 'Flowers leave part of their frag
rance in the hand that bestows them.'
CHANNING POLLOCK.

and were both written from Corinth dur
town (18:11).

Thessalonica, like Corinth, was a
centre of trade. It was the port through
wliich goods from the interior passed
oversea to Asia Minor, and of course the
other way too. Jews were there in con
siderable numbers, and evidently infiuentiul. Here once more the point of contact
and attack was the synagogue, where
tlie Scriptures depicting the Christ were
ably expounded and the conclusion
brought forcibly home that Jesus was
in fact their fulfilment. Not only was
reasoning irresistible to an open mind,
but God gave testimony in miracles, and
the preachers gave it by irreproachable
living—how necessary this is (1 Thess.
1:5).
Some success attended the work. Those

Gentiles already interested in the true

God through Jewish advocacy and prac
tice were

readier to

receive

the truth

than the Jews themselves, and we can

imagine what chagrin the Jews felt. It
was soon manifested in unscrupulous in
citement of the mob, and false accusa
tion of treason (17:7). This is described

exactly in 1 Thessalonians 2:14-16. The
persecution did not stay with the preach
ers only, but for their safety the breth
ren sent them away. Pi-om 1 Thessa
lonians 2:1-12 we gather that it was
several weeks beyond the three men
tioned (17:2) before the riot took place,
and in that time the deepest affection for
Paul was gained through his noble love
and consideration for his converts.

realised to what a

He

severe trial he was

calling them. Faithful converts are never
made by presenting Christ's yoke as
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something easy. It is true that His yoke
is easy and His burden light by compari

ment plea, than those who have come

son with the work and wages of sin, but

convictions only ari'ived at by careful and

the yoke and the burden are there. The
joy of service and fellowship outbalance

olten painful investigation. The opposite
might seem more likely, but when wc
have been accustomed to regard that
plea as so obviously right, we fail to con
firm the position unless compelled to do
so by serious opposition.

and hallow the suffering.

Timothy went from Athens while Paul
waited there, to help and encourage the
Thessalonians in their dire distress. The

love and concern of the apostle was thus

out of sectarian bodies

on

account

of

manifested to them, and Timothy was

We do not hear any more of the
church in Beroea apart from those refer

able to bring back good news of their

ences

faithfulness so that Paul could write
shortly afterwards, "the Lord's message
resounded, throughout Macedonia and

which show the gospel as having taken
deep root in the country, and to have

Greece . . . your faith in God has be

of generosity towards the Jewish Chris
tians in Judsea (2 Cor. 8).

come known far and wide" (1 Thess. 1 ;8;.
It is a remarkable story of gospel work.
In what was apparently less than a year

without any organised news service, or
even postal arrangements, a small com

munity of Christians spread the truth
over two countries of considerable size.

They had none of the aids regarded as
necessary today, and were despised and
opposed. Many were poor (2 Cor. 8:2).
They told the story of God's love, showed
it in theii' behaviour, and thus fulfilled
their duty.
Beroea

The attitude of the Jews at this town

has been rightly held up on imiumerable
occasions as an example of good be
haviour. I suppose most of us think our
selves like them—ready to receive new

truth without pi'ejudice.

to

Macedonia

is therefore the standard to which they
adhered—the word of God. Paul did not

have a philosophy to offer, but a story

of suffering love, already portrayed by
holy men of God as they were moved by
His Spirit, and now, said he, their words
have been fulfilled in a life of which the
details are known to me. By comparing
the lil'e with the prophecy, the Berceans
were able to satisfy themselves that Jesus
was indeed the Christ. This could only

be so when they were also satisfied that
PaiU was telling them the tmth, not a

figment of his own imagination.

The

fact that their preconceived ideas were
very largely contradicted did not deter
them from accepting the truth, but it
did cause them to investigate thoroughly.
We can imagine that this made them
much stronger Christians. It seems from
experience that those growing up in the
church are often weaker, and more prone
to be led astray from the New Testa

Paul's

letters

been manifested in a marvellous outflow

The devil and his servants could not

be expected to leave such a fruitful
work, and such choice spirits, in peace.
News came to Thessalonica, and Paul
was compelled to leave Berosa. He left
Silas and Timothy with the church, and
they would be able further to confirm the
faith of the Berceans. Such Christians
could be left with some confidence that

God would use them for His glory. May
we continue examining the Scriptures
daily with readiness of mind, accepting
them as these did as the standard by
which to try our own and all other faith
and practice.
R. B. SCOTT.

Quite a lot of

error has been eloquently upheld as "new
truth." The point we might well stress

in

toOur neighbour had on his lawn a
small oval flower-pot fenced with wire

about a foot high. Into this a yoxuig
robin had landed after one of its
attempts to fly. I saw the excited little

fellow hopping along the fence, vainly
looking for a hole through which to
escape. "Foolish little bird," I thought,
"Why don't you use your wings and fly

over the fence?" And then I thought,
"Foolish little me! How often I anxiously
look for a way OUT of my trouble when
God has provided me with wings to rise

above them." "They that wait upon the
Lord . . shall mount up with wings . . "
(Isaiah 40 :31).

QouaclU and Gneedi,
The decrees of Councils and the terms

of oreecls rather exclude error than grasp
truth.—PRIN. CAIRNS: Christ and the
Christian Faith.
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0 / 3 a iAxe, ^ealli^ mean laUat
m
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life

God has blessed this venture, as the

list of receipts will show.

The sum

needed for twelve issue (£84) has been
well exceeded,
Those who have so far

contributed are willing that the extra
shall be used either (a) for more special
issues than originally intended, or (b) to
greatly increase the number of copies per
special issue.
Brethren in Africa are
encouraged and thankful Godward foi
this evidence of brotherly love.

Amount reported in December £
issue

s. d.

65 17

Receipt No. 11:82

1

0

7

0

12: 6

17 17

0

12: 9

1 15

9

12:10

3 11
20 0

5
0

12:14

5

12:20
12:21

0

"Praise the Lord!

For it is good to

sing praises to our God; for he is
gracious, and a song of praise is seemly."
—Psalm 147:1.

Over the years I have often heard it
said that we do not mean what we say

in the songs that we use.

Recently I

came

comparison

across

this

unusual

someone has made:—

We sing " Heavenly sunshine," and
stay away from services when it's too
hot.

We sing "Onward Christian soldiers"
and have to be drafted for His service.

We sing "Hiding in Thee," and then go
and hide from Him.

0

We sing "Marching to Zion," but fail
to march to Bible class and worship ser

10

0

vices.

12:24

10

0

12:26

3 10

0

We sing "I love to tell the story," but
never mention it to anyone year after

12:39

2

0

0

12:44

1

0

0

£122 11

9

Received to date (10-1-1959)

year.

We sing "Cast thy care on the Lord,"
and worry ourselves into nervous break- downs.

The fourth edition is now in Bro.
Barker's hands and will be on the way

to Africa shortly. Twelve brethren will
each receive two hundred copies. May
God be greatly glorified in this matter.

We sing "Throw out the lifeline," and
content ourselves with throwing out the
fishing line.
We sing "Blest be the tie that binds,"
and then let the slightest offence sever it.

A. E. WINSTANLEY.

—Selected.

43a Church Road,
Tunbridge Wells, Kent.
Dear Editor A. E. Winstanley,

Tlianks very much to receive your gift
of Truth in Love, printed in Nyanja
(language) on other side. Vei*y fine more
are very glad to read these tracts it
should be pleased if you can printed in
(Nyanja) all our Truth in Love therefore
we have more brethren who are not able

to read english as I said.

But if you want to print please find
a good man who are know well Nyanja
(Language).
The work of God is moving well more
is very baptized to flee the wrath to come
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

I am your brother in Christ,
J. R. PONDAN.

c/o P.O. Box 35,

Zomba, Nyasaland.

Qet Bta^ied
Is there a goal you fain would reach?
Get started.

Another reaps while you delay
Faint hearted.

The train can carry only those
Who take it.

Seek not for opportunity,
But make it.
We do not leave the garden unculti
vated and then expect fine flowers. Nor
should we let weeds choke up the unused
path to a friend's heart. Friendship is
a delicate flower and needs cultivating
by thoughtful attention.
It is all too
common a human failing to neglect do
ing the little things for others that
might mean so much to them,
.. .. Sunshine Magazine.
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possible capabilities of becoming preach

FROM

ers of the gospel, and are an asset to
the work.

THE CHURCHES

In 1957 I was invited to preach at a
Social Welfare Home at Simonstown, 2r

ince-in-Makerfield (Lancashire). — Our
hearts were gladdened when John
Partington (son of our brother Philip)
stepped forward to accept Christ as his

Saviour, after hearing the gospel
preached on Lord's Day, December 21st.
1958. Rejoice with us, brethren, and give
God the glory for yet another manifesta

tion of the power of the Gospel of Christ.
John was baptised the same evening.
Please remember him, and all young
Christians, in your prayers.
Slamannan

District.—^The

annual

New

Year social gathering, held at Blackridge on Thursday, 1st January, was
again well attended, despite the bad
weather. Hhe meeting was presided
over by Bro. David Dougall, and the

miles from Woodstock. A group of young
girls were holidaying there from Rho

desia. I was again invited to preach
there on Lord's Day, December 28th, 1958
but this time time to a new group of
girls. In the afternoon a candidate from

Bridgetown, Athlone, was baptised. This
is the third to be baptised due to Bridge
town work since October, when it started
and, with the visits made to homes, we
look forward to witnessing many more
souls confessing Christ.

We pray that the blessings, joys and
fruit of our labours witnessed during
1958 might provoke us to greater faith,
determJaiation and zeal for Him who has

given His all in all for iis, being assured
that "God is not unrighteous to forget
our work and labour of love in that we

speakers were Bro. Jack Thomasson and

have mini.stered to the saints, and do

Bro. Tom McDonald, both of Dewsbury.
Both gave very fine addresses, Bro.
Jack dwelling on the theme 'Fi-iendship'
and Bro. Tom on 'Christian Hope.'

minister.

Choir pieces were i-endered
Motherwell

Mixed

and

Male

by

t. w. hauti.k.

the

Voice

Choirs, and a duet and solos sung by
brethren from Blackridge, Slamannan

Spurgeon tells of a poor old woman
whom one of the church members visited

and Mothei-well.

to bring a little financial help.

Tea, before and after the meeting,
was served in the nearby school and
our thanks are due to the Blackridge
brethren and to all who helped to make
the meeting a success.

no answer, however, when he knocked

Our hope and prayer is that all who
attended may have been strengthened
and encouraged to look forward to a
happy and prosperous year in the work
of the Lord.
hugh j. davidson.
Woodstock, South Africa.—The anniver
sary of our young people was convened
on December 13th, 1958 with a pro
gramme of anthems, hymns, duets, trios,
quartets and talks, and a short play,
"The life of the Apostle Paul." There
were about two hundred and fifty
present. The whole programme presented
the gospel. Our young men are showing
might result in the saving of souls to the
glory of God.

We commend our young people for the
way they do their best to help to extend
the gospel. Our young me are showing

He got

at the door. He went to the back door,
but all was still.

When he saw the old lady again in
the church meeting, he asked her, 'Where
were you when I called on you?

I came

to bring you a gift, but you weren't at

home.' *Oh, was that j'ou?

I thought

it was the landlord to collect the rent.'

So men think that when the gospel
comes God wants to collect something
from them, and do not understand that
He has come to bring them the most

precious of all gifts and blessings.

That mountain in front of you is made
to climb, not to cast a shadow in which
you can sleep.

It sometimes happens that in church

work those who are 'fighting for a prin
ciple' fight without principle.
When you're in the right you can afford
to keep your temper; when you're in the
wrong you can't afford to lose it

THE SCRIPTURE
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Buckie.—We

record

the

passing

I
t<3

higher service of Bro. Joseph Slater, on
Saturday, 3rd January, at the age of 76.
Bro. Slater was the father of Sis. Isobel

Worgan, Holland, and Sis. Ruth Coles,
London. Of a quiet disposition, he was
greatly respected by the brethren, and
he did what he could to help the church
and the cause of our Lord. The funeral

service was conducted by our Bro. An
drew Gardiner. To our dear sister and

the bereaved family our sincerest sym
pathy is extended. May the God of all
comfort and consolation be a blessing to
them. "Blessed are the dead, that die
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borne with Christian patience and forti
tude. Our brother was seventy-one years
old

and

had

been

a

member

of

the

Church of Christ for many years. He
was of a quiet and friendly nature, and
was greatly respected both in the church
and by all with whom he came into con
tact. To his family and other relatives
who moum his loss we offer our sincere

sympathy, especially to his wife, our
sister Rachel Bradshaw.

We commend

her to the love of the Father, praying
that she will bear her loss in the strength
which He alone can give.
The funeral sei-vice was conducted by

Brothers J. Melling Senr. and Carlton
Melling.

j. aspinall.

in the Lord."

tjfome
lnc3-in-Makerfield (Lanes.).—On Mon
day, December 15th, 1958, Sister Hannah
Marsden fell asleep in Jesus at the age
of 89 years. It has been the writer's
privilege and pleasure to know Sister
Marsden for but a few years of her long
life, but, a Bible bearing this inscription,
"Presented to Miss Marsden by her Sun
day School class, June 26th, 1892" speaks
of her long interest in religious affairs.
When, a few years ago, she realised that

Every unkind word you speak, every
petty or selfish act, every careless flash
of temper, every hour of sullen resent
ment, every thoughtless word or deed
that cuts the heartstrings of a loved one,
increases the sum of unhappy memories
that may finally change a home into a
mere house. A house is finshed, but you
keep on building a home all your life.

her Saviour had commanded believers to

be baptised, she obeyed Him. Since that
time she loved the Lord and His Word,
and portrayed many of her Master's

/I HuiUteiA, Man'6.

characteristics in her life.

three feet make one yard, 16 ounces one
pound; four quarts one gallon, and 60
minutes one horn*. Help me to do busi
ness on the square. Make me sympa

We sorrow

not for our departed sister, for she
awaits a resurrection to life eternal.

We solicit the prayers of our brethren
for her sister Clara, who is also a faith
ful disciple, who will feel the pangs of
parting after a lifelong companionship
of over eighty years.
Cremation took
place at Wigan following a service in the
home of our sisters on Friday, December
19th, 1958.

Help me, oh Lord, to remember that

thetic with the fellow who has broken

in the struggle.

Keep me from taking

an unfair advantage of the weak, or

from selling my self-respect for a profit.

p. PARTINGTON.

W4U
Uiverston—Our sister, Mrs. Preston, aged
95, fell asleep in Jesus on Wednesday,
7th January, and was laid to rest on
Saturday, 10th January. Bro. Crosthwaite ably officiated at the service. She
attended regularly at the Lord's Table
until her physical weakness prevented
her.
J. MCF. BLACK.

Wigan: Scholes.—It Is with deep sorrow
that we record the passing of our brother
in Christ James Bradshaw, on the 22nd
day of December, 1958, after an illness

A bed, but not sleep,
Books, but not brains,

Food, but not appetite,
Pinery, but not beauty,
A house, but not a home,

Medicine, but not health,
Amusement, but not happiness.
Alas that the modem world rarely
takes the trouble to fight us; we are not
dangerous enough to be hated; Chris
tians pass unnoticed, not worthy of
opposition.
WILFRED MONOD.
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COMING

EVENTS

BIRTH

Preliminary Notice
SPRING

CONFERENCE

Weekend

AND

Meetings, 2Sth-30th

RALLY

To Bro. and Sis. William Marr, PortIcnoclcio, tho jjitt of a dauyliter—Isobol.

March,

1959.

CHANGE OF SECRETARY

The Eastwood (Notts.") and Loughborough (Leics.) churches are an-ang-

Ulv;rston. —James McP. Black, 37 The

ing to have the Spring Conference at
Eastwood on Saturday, 28th March;
doctrinal and devotional sessions, and

discussion at Loughborough on Monday,
30th March.

1959.

Hospitality: Write soon to Bro. G. E.

Bullock,

74

Station

Road,

Ilkeston,

Derbys.

All
Chas.

other

correspondence

to

Limb,

"Che-na-ni." 32

Chewton

Bro.

Street. Brookhill Leys, Eastwood, Notts.
Let us rally

round

both churches in
in the Gospel.

and

meeting, 6 p.m.

Walter Crosth-

waite has found it necessary to relin
quish his work as secretary at Ulverston.
after over 13 years" devoted service. At
the age of 85, Bi-o. Crosthwaite's eyes are
failing him. so that he has great diffi

culty in both reading and writing. His
devoted wife is, especially now in his
great need, a true helpmeet in lighten
ing his burden. Pray for

them both,

brethren.—Editor].

encourage

their labour of love
A.H.

Morley Church Anniversary, fiatuiday,
February 28th, 1959. Tea 4 p.m.; evening
Barlow.

Gill, Ulverston, Lanes.
[We regret that Bro,

Chairman; Bro. Amos

Speakers; Brethren L. Morgan

(Hindley). Leonard Daniell (Bedminster, Bristol). (Bro, Daniell will nil the
place of Bro. Channing, who is too ill to
be present.) Visitors from sister churches
welcome.

THE MISSION MESSENGER

Bro. W. Carl Ketcherslde will send his
paper. Mission Messenger, to all in Great

Britain who request it, without obliga
tion. Those who have been receiving it
and wish to continue doing so should
notify laim at once at 2360 Gardner

Drive, Saint Louis 21. Missouri, U.S.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

A. J. Brown, 9 Edinbeg Avenue, Toryglen. Glasgow, S.2.

Ulverston. —Anniversary, meetings on
April 18th. Keep this date in mind; we
would like to see as many as possible,
come the trip round the Morecambe
bay. Speakers will be announced latei'.

"A prime temptation of the Christian

worker is to be like the tailor; always
taking the measurement of other men
and never taking his own." "Go out of
your way. cheerfully, to help others."

jA.\!i-:s Mcr. m.ACK.

—Selected.
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Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning.
VOL. 25. No. ;!

MARCH. 19S9

OJh£^ GAlCiiCan oA i£aint
IN the past three months articles have appeared in this magazine aiming to show
who and what Christians are. It was pointed out that the word "Christian" is a
much misunderstood and loosely used word, often bearing no relationship to its
New Testament meaning—its only correct usage.

The same applies to another New Testament word, the word "saint." To most
people it has a mystical meaning: a saint is someone of exceptional spiritual
qualities, outstanding i'or holiness or righteousness. He need not be a Christian
at all: he may be a devotee ol" the Buddhist or Hindu or other religion. To many
people, for example, Mahatma Gandhi was a saint because of the purity of his life.
Three mistaken ideas about Saints

Even among Christians vague ideas are often found as to what a saint is. He
is thought of as a Christian who lives an unworldly life, on a higher standard than
his fellow-Christians, a life possible only to a favoured few, but which the average
Christian is not called upon to attain. He keeps himself "unspotted from the
world" and devotes himself to God and His chm'ch in a manner not to be expected
of other Christians, who are so busy making a living and getting through their

pressing duties that tliey haven't time or opportunities to show the virtues of
saints. Almost as though a saint is a "professional" Christian, while the rest are
to be content with rendering part-time service.

Very often conceptions of saints have been formed by conventional paintings,
in which certain characters are made to stand out by the wearing of haloes round

their heads. As though Christ or His apostles walked the streets and roads of
Palestine with such imaginary and artistic conceptions of glory surrounding them!
It is common, too, to preface the names of New Testament characters or writers
with the term "saint," as "Saint" Mark, "Saint" Luke, "Saint" Jude. In this way
we demonstrate our belief that "saint" is a term which can be applied only to a
select few—a usage quite contrary to that in the Scriptures.

A third conception is that iield by the Roman Catholic Church. In that church
a saint is one whose life was of exceptional spiritual virtue. But the strange thing
is that such a one was not a saint while living but only long after he died, and

even then only when "authenticated" miracles have been proved as having been
performed by him in life, or by his bones in death. Elaborate courts of investiga
tion are held to examine the evidence for such miracles, and of course enormous

fees have to be paid to defray the expenses of the beatification and canonisation
ceremonies which exalt them to sainthood. When they thus become saints in
heaven they can be prayed to by the faithful to plead their cause—even if that
cause be the winning of a football pool! The superfluous holiness of such saints
is held in a central reservoir, so to speak, which can be drawn upon to make up
for the lack of goodness displayed by many Roman Catholics who have died and
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gone to the purely imaginai'y purgatory—always provided that sufBcient payments
are made to offer masses for their salvation.

The Council of Trent (1545-1563)

decreed "The saints who reign with Christ offer to God their prayers for men;
that it is needful to invoke them by supplication and to have their aid and assist
ance in order to obtain from God His benefits thi-ough His Son Jesus Christ, who
alone is our Saviour and Redeemer."

None of the above notions of what saints are finds any support or authority
in the New Testament, or indeed in the whole Bible. The Bible is an eastern book,
full of eastern customs and sayings, and given by the Spirit of God through
eastern minds. Yet the Bible does not teach the

eastern

idea

of

sainthood

or

holiness. In eastern religions holiness has no necessaiy connection with character.
A holy man, one intimate with a god, is not necessarily a moral man. In the East
"holy men" are not necessarily saints in the Bible sense.
What the Bible says
In the Old Testament we find that the holiness of God is His absolute separa
tion from evil, His perfect purity. Persons and things are holy because of their
connection with God. Thus we read of heaven (Psalm 20:6); throne (Ps. 47:8);

attendants (89:2); Spirit (51:7); Name (Lev. 20:3); way (Isa. 35:8); people (Lev.
19:2); land (Zech. 2:12); temple (Ps. 11:4); city (Isa. 52:9) and every part of
the tabernacle being holy because they are engaged in the service of God.
Holiness in the Old Testament means sainthood in the New. The Authorised
Version "holiness" is almost always translated "sanctification" in the Revised.
Sanctification is from sanctus—the Latin for saint.

Thus in the New Testament

a saint is a sanctified or separated one. called by God through His gospel.

Paul

addresses the Corinthian Christians as "sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be
saints" (1 Cor. 1:2). He says the same to the Christians at Rome—"To all God's

beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints." In the opening sentence of that
letter Paul speaks of himself as "called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel
of Christ." As definitely as Paul was called and set apart by God to do His will,
so definitely and actually have Christians been called, set apart, by God to be
His people. That calling and setting apart make them saints. In other words, a
saint denotes relationship to God and Christ Jesus, not character.

Christians are

saints not because of character, righteousness or goodness, but because they are
"children of God. and if children then heirs, heirs of God and fellow-heirs with
Christ" (Rom. 8:16-17), and because "in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God

through faith.

For as many of you as were baptised into Christ have put on

Christ." (Gal. 3:26-7).

Our high calling
Does this mean that we may live any kind of life we wish without our relation
ship to God as saints being affected? No: rather the reverse. Because we are
saints, because of our relationship to God, we are to live as becomes saints. We
are exhorted to do good and become holy not in order to be saints, but because
we are saints. We are to work, not in order to be saved, but because we are saved.
Thus, salvation is not of merit, but is "the gift of God" (Rom. 6:23). Time after

time w^ are exhorted as saints to do or not to do certain things (Rom. 16:2; Eph.
5:3; Phil. 1:27).

What more glorious incentive could there be to purity of character and holiness
of life than that we are saints, called, separated, sanctified by God? What nobler
aspiration than to live as children of God? "As obedient children, do not be con

formed to the passions of your former ignorance, but as he who called you is holy,
be holy yourselves in all your conduct." (l Pet. 1:14-15). The Holy and Sinless One,
the Son of God Himself taught His followers that "You must be perfect, as your
heavenly Father is perfect." (Matt. 5:48).
May our daily prayer and conscious effort be to be
"Like Jesus, like Jesus; I want to be like Jesus.
I love Him so, I want to grow like Jesus day by day."
EDITOR.

Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning.
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. And uml futUed aguUi, accoAdUu^ to- ifie iftcAlptwi&l/
AFTER a life devoted to the propagation of rationalistic philosophy, C. E. M. Joad
in his last few years, became nominally a Christian and was received into the
Church of England. His book, Recovery of Belief, told of his conversion, although
it would be diflBcult to see from a reading of it wherein the writer had altered any
of his rationalistic views of Christianity.

Joad once said in a debate on Christianity, "Prove the resurrection; that would
be final." The unbelieving philosopher correctly put his finger on the vital event
in Christianity. His statement meant that, once the resurrection of Jesus Christ
was established, the rest of Christianity—^the virgin birth, the sinless life, the
miracles, the infallible knowledge, the atoning death, the ascension and the final
coming of Christ present no difficulties to being accepted as ti*ue.

In that statement, Joad took his stand upon the same ground as the scientific
and scholastic objectors to the resurrection of Christ, and typified the refusal of the
"modem mind" to accept the New Testament accounts as true and the resurrection
as fact. These unbelievers have always been quick enough to see that, once belief
in the resurrection can be discounted, Christianity has little left that is reliable or
worthwhile. This fact of the resurrection and its resulting meaning to men has
ever been the main focus of attacks on Christianity. Upon the resurrection the
hammer-blov;s of criticism and unbelief have fallen with greatest weight.
The Testimony of Scripture to the Resurrection

One of the wonderful characteristics of the Bible is that it seems to anticipate the
criticisms and denials of those who refuse to accept it as the word of God. How
often we have found that some text of Scripture exactly and finally answers what
critics regard as death-dealing blows to its history and teaching. Just as opponents
of the Bible have centred their attacks upon the resurrection, so have writers of
Scripture based the whole gospel and cause of Christ upon that happening. It
can be by no other means than the inspiration of the Holy Spirit that these attacks
have been anticipated. The gospel writers and the writers of the epistles are ready
to let their teaching stand or fall by the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
Indeed, Christ Himself taught that His resurrection set the seal upon His life,
teaching and mission. There is no doubt that He foretold His own resurrection:
"Prom that time (of Peter's confession 'Thou art the Christ') Jesus began to show
his disciples that he must . . . be killed, and on the third day be raised" (Matt.
16:21). "The Son of man is to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will
kill him, and he will be raised on the third day" (17:22-3). In the plainest terms
He built His cause upon the foimdation of His resurrection. To the Jews seeking
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a sign He replied, "No sign shaU be given except the sign of ... .
Jonah .... so will the Son of man be three days and three nights
in the . . . earth" (Matt. 12.38-40; see also 20:19). Mark bears the same testimony:
"And he began to teach them that the Son of man must ... be killed, and after

three days rise again (8:31, repeated in 10.34). Luke (9:22 and 18:33)' and John
(2:19-21) complete the fourfold evidence of the evangelists. The very enemies of
Christ, who were not satisfied until their implacable hatred had done TTitri to death,
were witnesses that "that imposter said, . . . 'after three days I will rise again'''
(Matt. 27:63) and that "we heard him say, *l will destroy this temple made with
hands and in three days . . build another, not made with hands'" (Mark 14:58).
What the Resurrection Proves

"The resurrection is not to be regarded as an isolated event, a fact in the history

of Chnst separated from all else. It must be taken in close connection with what
precedes." (w. H. Griflath Thomas). We often hear the argument advanced that
the virgin birth and the resurrection of Christ are no necessary part of His mission
to men, and indeed that the whole miraculous element in the Bible can be dis
regarded without any loss to its essential message. The faith which remained after

such treatment would be an insipid thing indeed, giving us a gospel without power,

a Ctoist who was merely a good man, a message without redemption and therefore
no "good news," no gospel, a humanism which has no other message than "To do
good is my religion." To accept such a suggestion would be to reject the Bible as

God's word and revelation, to treat its writers as fanciful concocters of myths and

legends, or as deluded simpletons or even downright liars. What reliance can be
placed on the teaching of such a book? So far as regards the resurrection, Paul
states the issue clearly when he writes, "If Chiist has not been raised ... we are
even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified . . . that he raised
Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised."

Christ's resurrection was "according to the scriptures." The evidence of scrip
ture prophecy points to that great event. Peter gives an inspired exposition of
Joel's prophecy. Previously that prophecy (Joel 2:28-32), had been difficult to

understand and the Jewish rabbis gave their various and theoretical explanations of

it. But on the Day of Pentecost Peter takes that prophecy and gives it a meaning,

its true meaning, which none could possibly have seen before and apart from Christ's
resurrection.

Petei saj's. This is that": this demonstration of the reality and consequent
power of Christ'sresurrection is that era of glory and joy which Joel, equally inspired

with Peter, told of 800 years before—an infallible prophecy and its infallible exposi
tion. He goes on to show that when David, in Psalm 16, written a thousand years
before, spoke of one who would not see corruption and who would not be left in the

grave, he was looking to "great David's greater Son." Peter says distinctly that
David "foresaw and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ."

The Old Testament does not develop the doctrine of the resurrection of the

dead, but it shows cleariy that the Messiah's life would not end in the grave, but
that death, the grave and sin would all be overcome by His rising again. The
resurrection was "according to the scriptures"—the Jewish Scriptures, the Old

Testament. On that Day of Pentecost the Jews themselves must admit the authority

and ti-uth of what Peter was saying: they were convicted by it and cried out, "Breth
ren, what shall we do," Who questions Peter's words Questions the Holy Spirit and

makes himself superior to God in explaining His own word.

The New Testament is full of teaching on the significance of Christ's resurrec

tion. Apart from His own prophecies, examples of which have already been given,
Christ's apostles testify in their records those things which they have seen; they
had seen and lived with Him after His resurrection; to them "He presented himself
alive after his passion by many proofs." Other gospel writers, like Luke, who "traced
the course of all things accurately from the first," give their united Witness to the
stupendous event.

The preaching of the gospel was witness to His resurrection. When another

apostle was appointed in the place of Judas Iscariot, it was that he might "become

with us [the eleven] a witness to his resurrection" (Acts 2:22). The message which
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the first witnesses preached was "in Jesus the resm-rectlon from the dead" (Acts
4:2); "and witn great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection
of the Lord Jesus" (4:33). Paul at Athens was ridiculed "because he preached Jesus
and the resurrection" (17:18).

It was for this fact and doctrine that Paul stood

on trial—"With respect to the hope and resurrection of the dead I am on trial"
(23 :6).

By His resurrection Jesus is proved to be the Messiah, the Son of God. Paul
says (Rom. 1:4) that "Jesus Christ . . . was designated Son of God in power . . .

by his resurrection from the dead." Christ's most tremendous claims, in word and
deed, are snown to be, not the delusions of a fanatic, but sober statements of fact.
His resurrection seals His teaching and works as being from God, sets forth His
sinlessness and absolute holiness, gives meaning to His cross and reveals His
death as a voluntary sacrifice of love for the sins of men and the triumph of the
righteousness of God over the powers of Satan. It is a guarantee of the final
victory of God over evil. It gives us a hope, "a living hope through the resurrec
tion of Jesus Christ from the dead" (1 Pet. 1:3).

It is the assurance of our own

resurrection.

Paul's great chapter 15 in his 1st Corinthian letter is to show the certainty of
our rising again because of His. Christ's resurrection makes all possible. Once
grasp this glorious truth and the rest follows, "Prove the resurrection: that would
be final."

Cruden in his "Concordance" says, "The resurrection of Christ is the

most

important article of the gospel and the demonstration of all the rest."
The Gospel of the Resurrection
Indeed, it can be said that the resurrection is the gospel. Bishop Westcott
wrote a book in the last century, "The Gospel of the Resurrection." When the

apostles preached they were witnesses of the resurrection; when they preached
through Jesus the resurrection from the dead they were preaching the gospel. The
preaching of the resurrection meant the forgiveness of sins—"If Christ has not
been raised then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. If Christ has
not been raised your faith is futile and you are still in your sins." (1 Cor. 15:14, 17).

Again we are brought back to Paul's definition of the gospel, and we are re
minded that Christ's death, burial and resurrection are applied personally to every
Christian, and that eviiry Christian has this personal relationship with Christ and
His gospel in immersion and at the Lord's table. In addition to passages quoted in
previous articles on this subject, Peter states that "baptism . . . nov/ saves you . . .
through the x'esurrection of Christ" (1 Pet. 3:21). And at His table we break the
bread and drink of the cup and so proclaim the Lord's death "until he come." Be
tween His death and His coming again is the resurrection, on the one hand showing
the efficacy of His atonement for sin, and on the other that "Christ being raised
from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him." So

surely as His words concerning His resurrection were proved true, so surely will be
His words concerning His final coming.

"Thou art coming: at Thy table
We are witnesses for this;
As we meet Thee in communion.

Earnest of our coming bliss."

"For if we have been united with him in a death like his (in baptism), we shall
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his." (Rom 6:5).
EDITOR
TODAY

So here hath been dawning
Another blue day;

Think, wilt thou let it
Slip useless away?

Out of Eternity
This new day is bom;
Into Eternity at
Night will return.

Behold it aforetime

No eye ever did;
So soon it fcrever

Prom all eyes is hid.

Here hath been dawning
Another blue day;
Think, wilt thou let it

Slip usdess away?
THOMAS CARLYLE.
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L. CHANNING

BOX

Send your questions
direct to L.Charming,
10 Mandeville Road,

Ayleshuiy, Bucks.

Q. What is the New Testament teaching on divorce and remarriage in ti^
church?

A. The question of divorce and remarriage is one on which opinions differ
widely, and has been a matter of discussion amongst Bible students for centuries.
The teaching of the Lord as recorded in the gospels of Mark and Luke is not

in dispute. In Mark's account, after being asked by the Pharisees concerning
divorce, and why Moses allowed it, the Lord answers, "For the hardness of your
heart he wrote you this precept. But from the beginning of the creation Gk)d made
them male and female. For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother,
and cleave to his wife; and they twain shall be one flesh: so that they are no more
twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put
asunder." (Mark 10:5-9). Later to His disciples the Lord declares, "Whosoever
shall put away his wife, and marry another, committeth adultery against her. And
if a woman shall put away her husband, and be married to another, she committeth
adultery." (verses 11-12). The same teaching is given in Luke 16:18. This is in
accord also with Paul's statement in Rom. 7:2-3: "For the woman which hath an

husband is bound bythe lawto her husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband

be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband. So then, if whileher husband
liveth, she be m arried to another man, she shaU be caUed an adulteress: but if her

husband be dead, she is free from the law; so that she is no adulteress, though she

be married to another man." It is true that Paul is here using marriage only by

way of illustration, but this still does not alter the truth uoon which the figure is
based.

Similar teaching is given by Paul in 1 Cor. 7:10-11.

The difficulties arise when Matthew's account is considered, as recorded in
chapters 5 and 19. In Matt. 5:32 the Lord, in contrasting the' Mosaic Law on

divorce with the new law He was giving in the Sermon on the Mount says, "Who

soever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to
commit adultery; and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth
adultery." This statement is repeated in Matt. 19:9, in Matthew's account of the
Lord's discussion with the Pharisees. Various ways have been suggested of recon
ciling our Lord's teaching on this subject as given by Matthew, and that civen bv
Mark and Luke.

Reconciling the Teaching. It has been suggested that Matthew's account con

tains an interpolation, inserted in order to bring the Lord's teaching in line with
Jewish thought since Matthew was primarily writing to the Jews. But the question
is with what opinion of the Jews was the gospel to be brought into line? The Jews
were sharply divided on this question, some considering that divorce should only
be allowed for fornication, and others on almost any grounds. But if this theory
v/ere true it would not be a question of merely adjusting the Lord's teaching, but
of completely falsifying it. Such a suggestion is a typical nroduct of modernism,
with little regard for the inspiration of the scriptures or the trustworthiness of the

New Testament,

It has also been suggested that the exception in the man-iage law and the

granting of divorce on the grounds of fornication was given by the Lord only for
those under the Old Covenant. Since this Covenant was done away in Christ, then
this provision is done away also. But this view is against the spirit and context of

the Lord's teaching. According to Matthew, the first time this teaching was given
concerning marriage was during the Sermon on the Mount. The whole purpose
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of the Sermon on the Mount was not to reaflarm nor extend the law of Moses, but
to contrast that law with the deeper and more spiritual law of the New Covenant,
the law of the kingdom which the Lord was about to establish. This argument
taken to its logical end means that we have to disregard virtually everything the

Lord taught in the gospels, seeing that it was given whilst still under the Old
Covenant.

The Roman Catholic position asserts that divorce is absolutely forbidden on
any grounds. This might be ti'ue if we had only Mark's and Luke's accounts «f
our Lord's teaching to consider, but it cannot be held true in the light of Matthew's
record. This is as good as saying that the Lord said that no man shall put away
his wife even in a case of fornication.

Still furtiier, it is sometimes argued that the word "fornication," as used in
Matthew, relates only to unchastity before marriage. As this may not have been
disclosed before the marriage the contract is nullified, since it was entered into under
deception. This seems to be supported by the fact that the divorce law of Moses
of Deut. 24:1, to which the Pharisees evidently referred, can apply to unchastity
before marriage. But although this theory seems attractive, and at one time this
writer was inclined to it, it creates more problems than it solves. Neither the con
text of Matthew nor the use of the word throughout the rest of scripture will

support this limited view of the word "fornication." The word in the Greek is
Pomia, meaning "illicit intercourse," without regard to the state of the persons
involved, and all lexicographers consulted claim that it can include adultery.
The Solution: The solution to the problem therefore lies in a fimdamental law
of Bible interpretation, that in dealing with two or more passages on the same

subject, the lesser must be included in the greater. Hence whilst Mark and Luke
assert the indissolubility of the marriage tie, Matthew shows the one exception,
that divorce can be granted, but only on the one ground of fornication.

From the

point of view of human reason this must be so, for, as has already been mentioned,
fornication before marriage and undisclosed at the time of marriage nullifies the
contract, since it is based on mutual trust, and a prerequisite is the purity of both
of the parties involved. Unchastity after marriage breaks the contract, seeing it is
based on the fact that a man "shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be

one flesh."

In fact, to live with a partner who is persistently committing adultery

is in itself immoral.

Remarriage. This, however, involves the vexed question as to whether the
innocent party can remarry. Jesus does not directly say so, but it seems that it
can be legitimately inferred from the context in both passages in Matthew. In
Matt. 19:9 Jesus says, "And I say unto you. Whosoever shall put away his wife,
except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery." This
must mean therefore that if a man puts away his wife for fornication and marries
another, he does not commit adultery.

The phrase "put away" is one word in the Greek, apoluo, which means, "to set
free," "to let go.' However, it must be pointed out that the "innocent party" may
be innocent as far as not having committed fornication, yet have some responsi

bility in driving the other party to commit the deed.
One thing must be clearly understood: Paul does not sanction divorce and re
marriage in 1 Cor. 7:15, as some claim, for in fact he is not dealing with the subject
in this passage. He says, speaking of the situation where one married partner has
become a Christian and the other has not, "But if the imbelieving depart, let him
depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases." The phrase "not
under bondage" relates not to the matter of continuing to be husband and wife, but
of the necessity of continuing to live together.
The Position of Christians.

The most important question of all is whether

Christians can divorce and remarry. In answer to this, let it be noted that the Lord
shows that the Mosaic law only allowed divorce at all because of hardness of heart.
Similarly, the Lord allows divorce on one ground alone, and for the same reason.
Further, let it be borne in mind that the Lord in dealing with marriage is not dealing
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With an institution that is confined to His people alone, but to that which applies
to all mankind. Such a provision would therefore be expected to be made where
the world at large is concerned.

But the Lord showed that divorce was no part of God's original design in
marriage. Matt. 19:4-8 says, "Have ye not read that he which made them at the

beginning made them male and female, and said, for this cause shall a man leave
father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh?

Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What God hath joined together,
let no man put asunder." And in answer to the Pharisees' question, "Why did

Moses then command to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her away?" He

saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put
away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so." Therefore in God's original
design, marriage was indissoluble. Can a Christian be satisfied in regard to this

matter with less than God's ideal? Surely not! The only thing that can satisfy him
is to strive to achieve the beautiful and indissoluble union as portrayed by Paul In
Eph. 5:22-33. From such a union, divorce and remarriage are unthinkable!

5. am a ModeJunUi.
THE DISPUTER

THE trends, the trends, the trends of the times are terrible! We have so many new
things—things unknown in the early days of the church, things unmentioned by
Paul or Peter or any apostle. There is a list, which could be lengthened.
1.

A church house.

2.
3.
4.

Kitchens in the church house.
Songbooks in the church house.
And song leaders in the church house.

Concerning these things and other things no mention is made in the New

Testament. No, not one ! These things are not ancient things. They—most of
them—are not even mediaeval things. They must, therefore, be modem things.
Because they are modern things, the brethren who hold to them and use them must
be modem brethren, i.e., modernists. What should we do with modernists? We

should mark them. On the brow of each we should brand the letter M. Then, we
should avoid them.

Since the meaning of the word modernist has been changed, the Disputer
claims a right to give the word a meaning of his o^^ti. If others change the mean
ing, why cannot this writer do the same?

Many of our troubles arise over words. Paul speaks of a man who is "puffed up,
knowing nothing, but doting about questionings and disputes of words, whereof
Cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings." (1 Tim. 6:4).

Another translation

is interesting: "He is puffed up with conceit, he knows nothing; he has a morbid
craving for controversy and for disputes about words, which produce env.v, dissen
sion, slander, base suspicions."

And others of our troubles arise from misplaced emphasis. Back to the Book,
which places the emphasis where it belongs. Now, let us open it and read a few
verses for mutual edification.

"He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth Jehovah require of
thee, but to do justly, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with thy God?"
(Mic. 6:8).

"Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye tithe mint and anise
and cummin, and have left undone the weightier matters of the law, justice, and
mercy, and faith; but these things ye ought to have done, and not to have left the
others undone. Ye blind guides, that strain out the gnat, and swallow the camel!"
(Matt. 23:23, 24).
"If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am

become sounding brass, or a clanging cymbal . . . But now abideth faith, hope,
love, these three; and the greatest of these is love" (1 Cor. 13:1, 13).
—Submitted by a Reader.
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Eegttft Ylow-!
DREAM NOT TOO MUCH of what you will do tomorrow,

How well you will work perhaps another year;
Tomorrow's chance you do not need to borrowToday is here.

BOAST NOT TOO MUCH Of moxmtains you will master,

The while you linger in the vale below;
To dream is well, but plodding brings us faster
To. where we go.
TALK NOT TOO MUCH about some new endeavour
You mean to make a little later on;
Who idles now will idle on for ever
TiU life be done.

SWEAR NOT SOME DAY to break some habit's fetter.

When this old year is dead and passed away;
If you have need of living wiser, better.
Begin today.

—Sunshine Magazine.

Let us not make any mistake, there is

I

SCRIPTURE
READINGS

I

READINGS FOR SEPTEMBER

6—Deuteronomy 6:1-15.

Rom. 8:1-11.

„
„
„

13—Psalm 44.

20—Genesis 21:1-13.
27—Hosea 1 to 2:1.

8:12-39.
9:1-18.
9:19-33.

[Note: In August article second column,

fifth line, please read "purity" not
"priority."]
No Condemnation

"The spirit is willing, but the flesh is
weak,"

so we

find —with

Paul — that

though we delight in the law of God,
evil is present.
An inclination in om:
members wars against our "inward man."
But we have deliverance, now and finally,
through oiu- Lord Jesus Christ. Reading
Matthew 26:41 and Romans 7:19-25 the

point seems clear. While Christians re
main in the present .evil world this con
flict must continue. The victory, how
ever, is with us and we do not habitu

ally serve the law of sin with our
flesh. We grapple with it and by the
grace of God serve the law of God with
both body and spirit.

Hence the true

rendering of verse 25 is "Do I serve with

condemnation for those out of Christ, the
condition of deliverance being the com

ing of the person into Christ, and the
"walking after the spirit, not after the
flesh" (8:4-8). The perfect law of God
cannot bring justification or forgiveness
because of our human weakness. Whether
we like it or not we all have to acknow

ledge that we sin. Some may remember
Spurgeon's challenge to a large assembly,
resulting in one man claiming that he
had never sinned. He was asked to leave
his address so that Spurgeon should visit
his home—no address was left.

Anyone

claiming to be sinless is soon found out
by his companions. "All have certainly
sinned, and fallen short of the glory of
God," their own consciences being wit
ness to it.

But the bondage of sin and death is
removed by the spirit of life in the per
son of Christ because He fulfilled the
law of God in every respect by being ex

posed to pain, misery and death—
tempted in all points like as we are—and
bore the curse of the law as a malefactor,

though sinless. We may remain ignorant
of the manner in which it works to that

end, but "it became Him ... in bringing
many sons to glory, to make the author

the mind the law of God, and with the

of their salvation perfect through suffer

flesh the law of sin?" understanding by
reason of the thanks expressed—NO, of

ings." It was His sinlessness in the flesh

course not!

"which alone made it possible for Him
to be the offering acceptable to divine
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justice, for our sins. Thus the righteous
ness of God manifest in the law is vindi

cated, and yet sinners saved from the
consequences of their sin. Acceptance of
the sacrifice cannot therefore be made

an excuse for breaking the law as the

appreciation of God's mercy excites every
aspiration for doing His will.

There is

also a very solemn warning in the nega
tive point that if a man has not the
spirit of Christ at work within him, he
is not Christ's man. The acid test of our

standing in Christ is not just our out
ward acts of obedience in baptism and
attendance at the Lord's Table, essential
though these are, but whether or not our
characters are in process of refinement,
a refinement to be completed "when we
shall see Him as He is" (1 John 3:2).
However, the body with its lusts should

condemnation for oui*sin but "all things
work together for good." Everything
moves towards the goal, the prize of the
upward calling of God in Christ Jesus,
the being conformed to His image, fore
known, foreordained, called, justified
and glorified. Nothing "shall be able to
separate us from the love of God."
"Who shall condemn us now?

Since Christ has died, and risen, and
gone above.

For us to plead at the right hand of love.
Who shall condemn us now?"
R. B. SCOTT .

SERIES 1, LESSON 6

be dead with respect to sin. and the spirit

Lesson Vsrses: Acts 8::26-40.

alive and vigorous with respect to right
doing, when Christ's spirit rules in us—
now.
"What manner of persons then

Objective: Our heavenly Father is in

ought we to be in all holy living and
godliness" (2 Peter 3:11).
If we are to fulfil the conditions of "no
condemnation" we must be God's obedi

ent children, not grudgingly and reluc
tantly being led by His Spirit but filled

with love for Him as our Father, know

Memory Verse: Acts 8.37.

terested in the conversion of one person
as well as in that of "about three
thousand. He is concerned about me
Date; A.D. 31,

Places:

Jerusalem,

Gaza,

Ethiopia,

Azotus, Csesarea.

Gaza, "the strong place"; built 2,200

ing from our own feelings towards Him

B.C.; 3.m. inland from the Mediterranean

—and of course His revealed will—that

coast, 42m. S. of Joppa, and about 50m.

this is our true mutual relationship.
shall then be happy to suffer in the
cess of refinement, seeing that it
bring nearer the consummation of

We
pro
will
His

activities during the recent fighting over

design in calling us by the gospel.

S.W. of Jerusalem; figures in history
down to our time; the scene of military
the Suez Canal.

Pop. 17,000.

We

Ethiopia, or Cush, is on the upper Nile

shall be patient "because the creation

S. of Efesrpt and extends eastwards to the

itself shall be delivered from the bondage

Red Sea and the Arabian Gulf; has been
subject to Egypt at times but is now in
dependent; in B.C. 24 Queen Candace of
Ethiopia invaded Egypt but was driven
back by the Roman general Petronius.
The Ethiopian or Coptic church had an

of corruption" under which it now suffers

"into the liberty of the glory of the child
ren of God." That glory is so much more

wonderful than anything we know of
now, that all the sufiering we could en

dure would be abundantly worth while

extensive canon which was translated

for its attainment. Meanwhile God looks

from the Greek Septuagint. In txim this

upon us with great mercy and provides
for our every need in the heavenward
journey. We may be sure all our heartsearchings are known to Him, and that,
however feeble and unsatisfactory our
prayers may appear to ourselves, and

actually be, they are understood, correctly
interpreted, and answered "according to
the will of God Himself." Our prayers
should be humbly concluded as in the

divine example, "Nevertheless not my

Canon has been of service in fixing the
text of the Septuagint.
Azotus,

or

Ashdod:

"a

fortress

or

castle", now called Esdud; 30m. from the

southern boundary of the land allotted
to Simeon.

Ceesarea: in biblical times the principal
seaport of Palestine; 30m. N. of Joppa;
in ruins.

Persons: An angel of the Lord, Philip,
a man of Ethiopia, Queen Candace, the

will but Thine be done" (Luke 22:42, see

Spirit, Isaiah, Jesus, the Spirit of the

also James 4.15).

Lord.

The assurance following our being "in
Christ" is all-embracing; not only is there

Angel: messenger or agent. Note:
angels in the Scriptures, where descrip-
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tion is given, are seen as men. No men
tion is made of wings. (See Gen. 18:19;
Ex. 23:20-23; Num. 22:22-35; Jud 6:11-24;
13; cf. Gen. 32:24-32 with Hosea 12:4-5;
Matt. 28:2-8; Liike 1:11-38; Acts 5:19.)
Philip: the bearer of the message to
the eunuch, is one of the seven of Acts 6
in Jerusalem and the evangelist of Acts
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from any favour of God through physical
handicap.
Jesus to the eleven, "Travel the world
over and proclaim the news to all crea
tion. Whoever believes and is immersed
will be saved, but whoever does not be
lieve will be condemned" (Mk. 16:15,
Auth. N.T.).
A. HOOD.

21:8 in Csesarea. When in Samaria, 30m.

N. of Jerusalem, he is told by an angel
of the Lord "Arise and go south." Having

gone south to Gaza, Philip sees the
eunuch in his chariot. The Spirit then
said to Philip, "Join this chariot." As
he ran with the chariot he heard the

eunuch reading from the writings of the
prophet Isaiah, "He was led as a sheep
to the slaughter . . . his life is taken
from the earth," and he asked the eunuch
"Do you understand what you are read
ing?"
The eunuch: The eunuch was Chan
cellor of the Exchequer under Queen

Candace of Ethiopia. He would be either
Jew or proselyte and was returning home
after worshipping in Jerusalem. As a
eunuch he was debarred from entering
the assembly of the Lord (Deut. 23:6).
The eunuch; "How can I understand

except someone explains it to me?" So
Philip joined the chariot and the eunuch
asked him, "Of whom is the prophet writ
ing, of himself or someone else?"

Message: Beginning from this scrip
ture (Isa 53:7) Philip taught him about
Jesus (see Acts 5:42).
Results: The chariot came towards
water. "Look. Water!" cried the eunuch,

"what is to hinder my being immersed?"
Philip: "If you believe with all your heart
you may."
The eunuch:

"I

believe

Christ is the Son of God."

that

Jesus

The eunuch

ordered the chariot to stop. They both
went down into the water and Philip im

mersed him. After coming up out of the
water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away
Philip who passed through Azotus on his
way to Ceesarea. The eunuch, joyfully
resuming his journey, never saw him
again.
Emphasis: The conversion of the
eunuch resulted from the co-operation of
the angel of the Lord (v.26), Philip and
the Spirit of the Lord (v.29). The Joyful
result of all this activity was the salva
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llkeston.—It is with joy that we report
the immersion of Stanley Booth, the son
of Bro. and Sis. Daniel Booth, well known
in the brotherhood. After the gospel ser
vice on Lord's Day, July 19th, he ex
pressed his desire to obey his Lord and
Saviom-. On Wednesday, July 22nd, he
was bm'ied with Him in baptism and
started on the new life. Stanley has at

tended the Lord's Day School from the
Primary Department. We praise God and
pray that he may have grace given him
to continue steadfast unto the end.

Woodstock,

Capetown.—^Another

souls

immersed

were

into

f.g.

three

Christ

on

Lord's Day, August 2nd. This makes six
additions to the chiurch at Bridgetown,
and the total membership nine.
One of the candidates immersed is a

young daughter of the Martin family,
who opened their home for the meetings
of the Lord at Bridgetown. Another is

a young man, a friend of the family; the
third is a young married woman, grand

daughter of two of oiu- elder members.
The family of this young married woman
were so overjoyed that after the baptis
mal service, with an attendance of about
forty, all were invited to their home to
afternoon tea. The work at Bridgetown,

by the grace of God, has provoked much
zeal and encouragement among the
brethren.

t. w. hartle. .

GlMiilciMi: Jin. Name,
Christian!
What a glorious name!
What a glorious privilege it is to be able
to wear that name! No greater blessing
has been afforded man than that.

The name Christian means "Christlike,"

tion of one man.

one who has the spirit of Christ.

Jesus said, "God is Spirit, and they
that worship him must worship him in

words it like this, "For even hereunto

spirit and truth" (John 4:24.

D.).

C.M. &

The eunuch is no longer excluded

Peter

were ye called because Christ also suf
fered for us, leaving us an example that
ye should follow his steps" (1 Peter 2:21).

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

The one who wears the name of Christ

minister. Roman

collar

or

ministerial

has the consolation of knowing that sal

tag, where is the difference Both desig

vation is in the name he is wearing. This
could not be said of any other name, re
gardless of what the name may be. With
this in mind, Peter's statement seems to
have fuller meaning, "Yet if any man
suffer as a Christian, let him not be
ashamed; but let him glorify God on this

nate a clergy class.

behalf" (1 Peter 4:16). It is much easier
to suffer for something when one realises
the value of it. In this case, who should

mind having to suffer a little, especially
since salvation is at stake?

It is through the name Christian that
God is glorified. Since every word and
every deed is done in the name of Christ,
if one is a Christian, the child of God
should be exceedingly careful to talk and
act in such a way that the Lord will be
honoured in it all. The apostle Paul ex
horts, "And whatsoever ye do in word or
deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God and the
Father by him" (Col. 3:17).

It would do us all good to remember,
"Neither is there salvation in any other:
for there is none other name under

heaven given among men, whereby we

I doubt if we can fool our religious
neighbours. If we have a man in a con

gregation w^ho is master of ceremonies,
business administrator of the church,
and court of final appeal, our neighbours
recognise a pastor when they see one,
even if we camouflage him with the title

"The Minister".

One young preacher

told me that he used the term "The
Minister" so that the denominations
would understand. But I pointed out it

only helped them to misunderstand. We
can't make them understand the Lord's

Supper by accommodatively calling it
"The Sacrament". We only confuse them
more and miss a good chance to teach
a New Testament distinction.

So we have men studying "for the
Ministry"! we do not have "The Mini
ster" only, but now "Assistant Minister"

(assistant servant?).

Call us preachers,

evangelists, teachers, etc., but remember
that every Christian is a minister, and
let us eliminate "The Minister" from our
brotherhood vocabulary.
C. P. FINDLAY in Firm Foundation.

must be saved" (Acts 4:12).—Selected.

CONFERENCE

Jlet\ Piot he.
Now comes an automobile tag bearing
the word "Minister". But why wear a
distinctive label as a preacher? Does it
give the preacher some special privilege?
What kind of a special privilege should
a preacher have? Why a tag for "The
Minister"? Why not a tag for each elder?
And then there are a lot of deacons. Why
not for the song leader, the janitor, the
faithful members?—and the unfaithful
ones?

Seriously, should not this latest slip

awake all to the fact that we are apply
ing the wrong terms to our preachers?
The

term

"minister"

can

COMMITTEE

A meeting of the conference commit

as

well

be

applied to our deacons as to our preach
ers. After all, we are all ministers, or
servants, and there is no scriptural justi

tee has been arranged for 12th Septem
ber, 1959, 10.30 a.m., at Burton's Cafe,
Albert Square, Pleetwood.

A. HOOD (Secretary).

iEHnnmii
Bathgate,—The church in

Bathgate

mourns the loss of another of its mem

bers: Bro. Tennant died on Saturday,
August 8th. He was working to the end
and was at a meeting of the church the
last Sunday before he died.

He was not

a speaker but read the lessons and pre
sided at the Lord's Table.

We will miss

him, for there are only a few of us now.
But we submit to the Lord's will.

fication for calling any one man in the

H. HOUSTON-

congregation "The minister." In Scot
land nearly all of the Protestant churches
dress their preachers with a Roman
collar. At an open-air question period I
once asked the speaker, "Why do you
wear a Roman collar?" His reply was
that the people could tell he was the

Slamannan.—It is with feelings of sin
cere sorrow that we record the death of

Bro. Walter Sneddon on July I5th. in his
84th year. Our brother had been in fail

ing health for over four years. He joined
the church almost forty years ago and
was present at the breaking of bread

THi; SCRIPTUBE STANDARD

every Lord's Day. He was of an affec
tionate and peace-loving disposition and
had a word of encouragement for every

one.

By his death the church has lost
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I had known Bro. Jim since he was a

child, having taught him both In the
Sunday School and later in the Junior
Bible Class and having witnessed with

one of its oldest and most respected

joy his entrance into the Lord's church

members.

and service. His early promise in showing

Our prayer is that the Almighty may
bless and strengthen his widow, who so
faithfully and tenderly nursed him all
these years, and our sympathy goes to
his family, four of whom are members
of the church here, in their trial and loss.
The respect in which he was held was
evidenced by the number of brethren and

a keen love for his Saviour and his high
endeavour to follow in His footstens were
seen both in his service to his brethren

here, where he met in fellowship until
going to Newtongrange. and in teaching
the young in the Sunday School in which
he himself had been taught.

ciated at the home and at the grave

Bro. Jim was truly a Christian in every
sense of the wxird and promised much as
years added experience to his life, as
everyone who knew him will agree. His

side.

efforts and determination are indeed an

friends

who

attended

Slamannan cemetery.

the

funeral

at

Bro. Dougall offi
M. NEILSON.

Newtongrange.—The church in Newton-

grange regrets to announce the death of
Bro. James Wardrop on July 9th. He was
the son of Bro. and Sis. William Ward

rop of the church in MotherwelL Bro.
Jim came to us in June, 1956 and though

young in years immediately took active
part in the church. During the last year
he had been mostly at sea, but was at
home with us during the months of May

and June, when he was married to Sister
Jeanette Aitken. He left to take up a
new appointment at the beginning of
July and died at sea. He was interred
in Dakar, West Africa.

example for all yoimg Christians to fol
low. A sincere love for his Saviour, a
determination to know Him better, to
love Him more and to serve more fully
—Brother Jim had these high ideals. He
will be sadly missed by all his brethren
here, who have followed his progress at
all times with keen interest.

He was truly a friend of Jesus—no-one

can pay him a greater compliment—and
although sorrowing at his death, we re
joice in the hope that if faithful to our
Lord as he was, then we shall meet him
again in the presence of our Lord.

and also to his parents at this time. We
commend them to our heavenly Father

We commend unto our heavenly Father
our yovmg sistex*, his wife, and his sorrow
ing parents, praying that He will grant
them His strength, comfort and consola

so that He may comfort and console

tion to overcome this sad blow. May they

them in this their time of sorrow.

realise that—

Our hearts go out to his young widow

We

realise that "here we have no abiding
city"; that can be found only in Jesus,
our Lord.

w. h. allen.

A TRIBUTE TO OUR LATE BROTHER
JIM WARDROP

I write this tribute to the late Bro. Jim

Wardrop, who died suddenly last month
while serving with the Merchant Navy,
still feeling shocked that the life of our
young brother has so suddenly come to
an end.

I still can't believe it.

When one admires a yoimg person who
promised so much in the work of our Lord

and Saviour, then learns that he is no
more in this life, the sorrow felt is apt
to lead one to think only of the material
life to the exclusion of the spiritual, sorrowing that a grand young person has

"When hearts are crushed with sorrow.
When, vision growing dim

We dread the coming morrow,
•Tis sweet to lean on Him

Whose wondrous fellow-feeling
Can ease the inner smart,
Whose grace divinely healing
Will cure each stricken heart.
When torn the ties that bind us

To earthly friends so dear,
And lonely thoughts still find us
A prey to doubt and fear,

O let us seek communion,
With Christ, whose life was given
To win us blest re-union—

The fellowship of heaven.

initial shock has eased, one realises that

When down the drift of ages
Our cherished hopes have gone,
Around the tempest rages.
And refuge there Is none^
'Tis grand to know God liveth.
Who rules o'er sea and land;
His own He shelter glveth,

what this world has lost the next world

Oiur times are in His hand."

been lost to this world.

has gained.

But after the

HUGH S. DAVIDSON, Motherwell.
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GREAT YARMOUTH, 1959
Due to the small

number of fisher-

brethren expected in Great Yarmouth
during the herring fishing season, October-Novemher this year. Bro, D. Dougall's
visit to Great Yarmouth has been can
celled.

It has been arranged instead that Bro.
Dougall meet with three churches as
follows:

October: Bedminster, Bristol. Secre
tary: Arthur L. Daniell, 67 Ilchester
Crescent, Bedminster Downs, Bristol 3.
November (first fortnight); Dunfermline, Fife. Secretary: W. Brown, 140

Wemyss Street, Ros:^h, Dunfermline.
December (second fortnight):

Peter-

head, Aberdeenshire.
Secretary: A.
Strachan, 94 Balmoor Terrace, Peterhead, Aberdeenshire.

Fisher-brethren who do go to Great
Yarmouth will probably have returned
to Scotland during November.
We pray that Bro. Dougall's services in
the vineyard of the Lord may be abun
dantly blessed and that the churches
served may be enriched.
A. HOOD.

Morlsy.—Autumn Rally, October 3rd
and 4th. Saturday, 3rd: Tea (free) 4.15
p.m.; Meeting 6,30. Speakers: Walter
Crosthwaite and Charles Limb, who will
also serve the church on Lord's Day, the

4th. Breaking of bread, 2.30 p.m.; Gospel
meeting e.l5. Brethren wishing hos
pitality please write before September
30th to the Secretary, Michael Gaunt, 58
King Street, Drighlington, Bradford.
Tunbridge Wells (Y.M.C.A. Building, 5
Mount Ephraim Road). Special mission
meetings during September. Sundays 6.30
p.m., Tuesdays and Thursdays 7 30 p.m.

Preacher; David Dougall. Visiting breth
ren will be welcome at these meetings.
Brethren, pray for us.

Programme for the
AUTUMN CONFERENCE RALLY
to be held (D.V.) on
SATURDAY, 12th SEPTEMBER
in the

CONGREGATIONAL SCHOOL,
LONDON STREET, PLEETWOOD
2 p.m.—Three ten-minute addresses on
the theme. "The Christian in the world

to-day." (1) The Christian at home. Bro.
R. Renshaw (Blackburn);
(2) The
Christian at work, Bro. R. Limb (East
wood) ; (3) The Christian at leisure, Bro.
E. Makin (Hindley).
Discussion on the question: "Is the
Authorised Version of the Bible out-ofdate?", opened by Bro. J. Partington
(Hindley).
4.45 p.m.—^Tea will be provided at Bur
ton's Cafe, Albert Square, near the
school.

6.30 p.m.—^Public Meeting. President,
Bro. J. Pritt (Blackburn). "Is Christian

ity as it was at the first adeouate for to

day?", Bro. C. Melling (Schoies, Wigan).
Bren. R. Limb and E. Makin will serve

the Cleveleys Church on the Lord's Day,
meetings being held in the Co-operative
Hall, Beach Road, Cleveleys, at 10.30 ajn.
and 6.30 p.m.
Loughborough,

Oxford

Street^our

119th anniversary rally, Saturday, Sep
tember 19th. Tea 4.30, meeting six
o'c^onk, to be addressed by Bro. p. c. Day,
Birmingham,

and

Bro.

William

Hur-

combe, of Ince. Bro. Day will serve the
church on Lord's Day, September 20th.
Loughborough, Oxford Street.—Breth
ren. come and help up during our mission

with Bro. A. E. Winstanley:
October 10th to Sunday. 25th.
and Sunday evenings, 6.15;
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 7.30.
ments on Saturday evenings
coming from a distance.

Saturday,
Saturday
Mondays,
Refresh
for those
EJEL
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Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning.
OCTOBER, 1969

VOL. 25. No. 10
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DURING the week August 15th to 22nd, 1959, a Vacation Bible School was held
in Tunbridge Wells. (Brief reports appear on other pages of this issue).
At
this Bible School, around the general subject of "The Christian Home," talks were
given on The Father, The Mother, Children, and Family Devotions. God willing,
we intend to print notes on these talks in successive issues of the S.S., and we
begin here with the first of them.
THE

FATHER

As the inclusive heading of these talks is "The Christian Home," it may be
advisable to say a few words about The Family. This is a subject which anthro
pologists and sociologists have studied and are studying closely in countries de
signated "civilised" and "uncivilised," and upon which ponderous scientific works
have been produced. We are not qualified to approach the subject from these
aspects, but shall look at it from the Bible standpoint.
•No nation has remained so lofty and pure in its family life as the Jewish

nation. One of my clearest memories is of a Jewish family whose children were
educated at the same school as I. The most beautiful affection was shown among
them, an example to many of the so-called Christian families attending the school.
To be in their home was to see unselfishness and consideration all too rarely
apparent in most homes. All this was the outcome of a devotion to the Jewish
Script'ires, the Old Testament, and the conviction that its teaching was the law
and word of the Lord.

One of the greatest tragedies in our civilisation is the decline in family life.
Too often home is simply somewhere to sleep in intervals of work and pleasure. No
sooner are many young people home from work than they are out again dancing,
at the cinema, in snack-bars and elsewhere seeking companionship, not always of
tihe best. Sometimes it is urged that television is a means of keeping the family
together; yet we find the reverse is true, for, instead of encouraging social fellow
ship, a deadly silence has to be maintained while the eyes are glued to the screen.
No friendly conversation can take place while attention is so occupied. Also our
industrial system, or the "choice of a career," makes it essential that our boys and
girls leave home to fit into the posts they desire.
In how many cases is unhappy family background the cause of juvenile crime.
The lack of family life, the failure of father and mother to interest themselves in

and undertake responsibilities for their children, result in a boredom and a feeling
of not being wanted which will find outlet somewhere, and too often not in good
activities but in evil.

Deliberate efforts are being made today in some countries, notably Communist
China, to break up family life by the formation of "communities." Children are
taken from their homes and families to be grouped according to the economic
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necessities of the planned state. The identity of the family dies, and love, affection
and respect are crushed.

Yet the family iis shown in the Bible to be a little world or kingdom. Can there
be anything nobler than for a father and mother to teach and train their own

children, as having been made responsible by God Himself?
At the head of the family stands
THE

FATHER

The word comes from the Greek pater—^nourisher, protector, upholder. The
definitions show what the father is to be. In the home he has the authority and
responsibility for every relationship.

In most countries the law establishes this

position. The father is to work for his family, provide for his wife and chldren,
undertake financial responsibility. He should be interested in his children's lives,
should be a child with them, playing their games, interested in their school lessons,
helping them in their hobbies, guiding them in their choice of work; he should
take his share in looking after the children and in the housework. One who faith
fully does these things is in the eyes of the world "a good father." But the Bible
picture of a father is something beyond this. Among even the animals almost all
care for their own, by natural instinct. And a human father who fulfils all the
duties outlined above is simply doing what he ought to do.
THE BIBLE PICTURE OF THE FATHER

The highest ideal of the father is found in the Bible. There we are shown
that among the Jews the father was supreme. One of the commandments was:
"Honour your father and your mother" (Ex. 20:12), and this, repeated in the New
Testament, is meant for Christians too (Eph. 6:2); "Every one of you shall revere
his father and his mother" (Lev. 19:3). One of the degradations of Israel's falling
away from God wasc that parents were dishonoured: Micah mourns that "the son
treats the father with contempt" (7:6) and Ezekiel echoes this with the words,
"Father and mother are treated in contempt" (Ezek. 22:7).

In the Bible the father loves: Jacob loved Joseph (Gen. 37:4);

"My son, keep your father's commandment" (Prov. 6:20);

commands:

instructs: "Hear, my

son, your father's instruction" (Prov. 1:8); guides, encourages, warns: "For you
know how, like a father with his children, we exhorted, encouraged and charged
you" (1 Thes. 2:11); trains: "When Israel was a child I loved him . . . it waSil who
taught Ephraim to walk, I took him up in my arms" (Hos. 11:1, 3); rebukes: "Jacob
said to Simeon and Levi, 'You have brought trouble upon me by making me odious
to the inhabitants of the land'," (Gen. 34:30); restrains: Eli failed in that he did

not restrain his sons (1 Sam. 3:13); punishes (Deut. 21:18-21); chastens: "For
the Lord reproves him whom he loves, as a father the son in whom he delights"
(Prov. 3:12; see also Heb. 12:5-13); nourishes: "The Lord has spoken, 'Sons have
I reared and brought up, but they have rebelled against me'," (Isa. 1:2); delights
in his son: " . . . as a father the son in whom he delights" (Prov. 3:12): is pained

by his son's folly: "A foolish son is a grief to his father" (Prov. 17:25); considerate
of his needs: "What man of you, if his son asks for a loaf, will give him a stone?

Or for a fish, will give him a serpent?" (Matt. 7:9-10); and perhaps the noblest
conception of a father is that he is next to God in faithfulness: "For my father
and my mother have forsaken me, but the Lord will tak^ me up" (Ps. 27:10). To the
Jews it was almost unknown for a father to forsake his children. He remained faith

ful to them through all experiences.

Yet, should even this rare calamity occur,

God would not forsake his children.

GOD THE FATHER THE IDEAL OF THE CHRISTIAN FATHER

The Bible shows that the earthly father must be all of these because of God,
the Heavenly Father. Sir Walter Scott wrote, "Father—^to God Himself we cannot
give a holier name."

The ordinary natural duties of a father are ennobled because of what the Bible
teaches. By the Christian father these duties are carried out, not as duties nor
as fulfilling natural laws, but with higher motives, as pleasing God and serving the
Lord Christ. Thus, of a father's responsibilities to his family Paul writes, "If any
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man does not provide for his relatives, especlaUy for his own famUy, he has dis
owned the faith and is worse than an unbeliever" (1 Tim. 5:8). The father who

does not provide for his own has not merely faUed in his duty but has rejected
the gospel. The gospel teaches further that "children ought not to lay up for
their parents, but parents for their children" (2 Cor. 12:14). The church is taught
to dissociate from a father who faUs to do so: "Now we command you, brethren, in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you Iceep away from any brother who is

living in idleness and not in accord with the tradition which you received from us.
For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; for we were not idle when
we were with you, we did not eat anyone's bread without paying, but with toil and
labour we worked night and day, that we might not burden any of you" (2 Thes.
3:6-8, 11-12).

THE

FATHER'S

EXAMPLE

The father is to be an example in his family. He should not allow anything
to himself that he forbids to his children. His example should be higher than a

negative one—"You must not do this" or "You must not go there." In his own
life should be those virtues, that love and strength, that he wants to see in his
children. "It behoves a father to be virtuous who desires his son to be better than
he," wrote Plautus, the Roman dramatist.

[A little was also said at the School about the father's leading in prayer, praise
and Bible reading in his family. But, as Family Devotion formed the subject of
the final talk in this series, to be published in the S.S., there is no necessity to
O. MELLING.

JAe UacaUon ISiMe
In beautiful weather and lovely sur

roundings approximately 80 brethren
met from the Midlands, Yorkshire, Lan
cashire, Wales, Scotland and Holland in
Madame Legat's Ballet School, Tun-

bridge Wells, Kent. The venue is an old

mansion situated in beautiful wooded
surroundings with a lake in the front

ground of the school.
On Saturday evening, August 15th,
Bro. A. E. Winstanley welcomed all and

expressed the earnest desire that the
purpose for which the Vacation Bible
school had been planned might be fully
realised, and that all might go home

bettei physically and .spiritually.
Bro. DereU DanieU, of Tunbridge
Wells, a promising young brother, ex
horted the gathering on the theme,
"Greater Works" (John 14:12).

1. The works of Christ. To do the
works of the Father (John 6:38) "He
became flesh . . ." The cross was the

completion of these works. Christ was
an obedient Son.

2. Who will do Works? There are two
kinds of works: (1) the similar works

of Christ which were practised by the

early church—gifts of the Spirit; (2) the
Christian can do "greater works"; his
will last for ever. They are not miracles;

not in good living; not in the greater
drawing of people. The greater works
are, quite simply: (a) Personal works, in
the winning of souls (John 5:8-9); (b)
The Church (Eph, 3:10).

The Church

makes known the manifold wisdom of

God; (c) The Word (2 Tim. 2:16-17).
Man perfectly equipped to serve.
3. The Consequences of Neglect. "We
shall all be held responsible in the day
of judgment" (1 Cor. 9:16).
Exhortation (Gal. 6:9). Reap if we
faint not.
Do not leave it to the

preacher, elders, or evangelists-to do all
the work. All can do great works. "How

shall we escape if we neglect ..

(Heb.

2:3).

Bro. Bill Hurcombe, of Hindley, fol

lowed on a gospel theme entitled
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Gospel according to Abraham. Glimpses

and Judgment (John 16:8); (2) Assur
ance and Certainty (Heb. 6:19); (3) Re

of the Gospel can be seen in the Old
Testament, for example, in David and

pentance (Acts 17:30).
We firmly believe many were con

Jeremiah.

David.
of

Psalm lio reveals prophecies

Christ's Kingdom,

(a)

vinced of their need for Christ, As a
result of the faithful preaching of the

Christ as

King; (b) out of Zion the gospel to go
forth; (c) willing subjects; (d) Jesus
priest for ever.
Jeremiah. He prophesied how men
were to become sons of God (Jer. 31:3134). He prophesied of a New Covenant

word by our brother, three were added

to the church of the Lord by faith and
obedience. All were young people: Dun
can Reid (Birmingham) and John and
Linda Hall (Braintree, Essex), and were

immersed in the lake in the grounds of
the School. The writer will never forget

(Heb, 8:13). God was going to write His
laws on the hearts of His new people.
They would need no teaching.
Abraham. By faith we become the
children of God; also by faith all nations

the moving experience of the immersion
of Brother .Duncan Reid. Almost the
"same hour of the night" that he made
his decision to follow Christ he was im
mersed. The approximate time was 10.30

could. Children of Abraham. All nations
by faith can enter into the Church of

p.m. and the brethren with torches, and

the Lord. Paul (Gal. 3:6-7) states what

the help of a brilliant moon looking

kind of faith we need. They who walk

down, lit up the lake and the scene. The
woods too rang with the sound of the

in that faith are like Abraham (Bom. 4).

"Abraham staggered not at the promise
of God . , /' Many stagger at the
promises of God today. "He that belioveth and is baptised shall be saved"
(Mk. 16:16). "Many think the waters
as dead as Sarah's womb" (Gal. 3:26-29).
"For ye are all the children of God by

faith in Jesus Christ . .
and if ye be
in Christ then are ye Abraham's seed.

brethren singing "Oh Happy Day." It
was certainly a memorable ending to a
wonderful day.
One outstanding characteristic of all

the meetings was the fine quality of the
singing; it was edifying and exhilarat

ing, and much credit for this must go
to Brother Albert Winstanley. Not only
the singing, but the whole success of the
Vacation School as well.

Gospel Meetings

The Friday afternoon was spent in

These were held on the Sunday, Tues
day and Thursday in the Central Lib

distributing ten thousand leaflets an

rary, Tunbridge WeUs.

the support of the brethren, an average

nouncing Brother D. Dougall's mission
in September. About fifty brethren took

of twelve non-members was present at

part in this good work.

Over and above

each of these meetings.

Conducting

A beautiful week of sunshine made this

these inspiring meetings was Bro. Prank

a well-worth while holiday, and all were

Worgan, of Holland. His three themes
were: (1) The Holy Spirit's work of re

of the opinion that this type of holiday
must be held again next year, God

proving the world; of sin, righteousness

/I

willing.

you piam

A. ALLAN.

WelU

THE church in Tunbridge Wells gives thanks to God for the success of this effort.
We give thanks, too, for the brethren who served so willingly and well to make

it so worthwhile. We praise God for three souls saved (reported elsewhere), and
for a wonderful season of spiritual blessing.

On Saturday, the 15th, addresses were given by Derek Daniell (Tunbridge
Wells) and William Hurcombe (Ince). On Sunday morning, Alex Allan (Black-

bum) exhorted us on "Why this waste?" (Matt. 26:8), and later spoke to the
children on "Flags."

The gospel meetings on Sunday, Tuesday and Thursday were addressed by
Frank Worgan (Amsterdam). Forty non-members were present at the three meet
ings, and the word of the Lord was made "clear and plain" to them. These were
the largest gospel meetings we have ever had here.

The theme for the lectures was "The Christian Home," in the following
§e<?tipRs: "Th? Fath^' <P£^ltp^ Melling); "Childrm" (James H.

Tim^

'fsaz
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bridge Wells); "The Mother" (Arthur L. Daniell, Bedminster) and "Family Devo
tions" (Alex Allan). It was generally felt that these lectures should be printed in
the Scripture Standard, that others might benefit from the helpful teaching given.
Carlton Melling, Prank Worgan, Alex Allan and William Hurcombe served on
Questions Answered, with the writer acting as questions master. Many thought
ful questions were submitted by young disciples and all agreed that the session pro
vided helpful teaching for the saints.

One day was spent at the seaside, and three afternoons left free for recreation.
Friday afternoon was devoted to the distribution of literature. More than fifty
brethren volunteered to help, and nearly 10,000 pieces of literature were distributed
in Tunbridge Wells and district.

Three open-air meetings were held. Some who listened came to the indoor
meetings, and seemed genuinely interested in New Testament teaching.
The sessions for prayer and devotion were a spiritual feast.

Much time was

spent in prayer. It was good to see yoimg brothers willing to serve. The cbngre^tional singing was a delight, and we were often reminded that we, of all people,
ought to give of our best in vocal praise to God.
The unanimous wish of those present is that another V.B.S. should be held
next year, if the Lord will. Plans are already in hand for this. We shall without
doubt keep the motto used this year ; "By love serve one another" (Galatians 5:13).
To God be all praise.
A, E. WINSTANLEY.

The contribution of £27 17s. Od. was sent to the fund

for World

Refugee year.

By BEREAN
TABERNACLE TYPES

STUDENTS of typologyy find the Tabernacle in the Wilderness a very happy hunt
ing ground for their theories and who shall deny them the pleasure, so long as their
conclusions are in harmony with New Testament principles? It may be argued that
there is no specific statement in the Bible that the Tabernacle was a type of the
Church of God but it is very clear that the spiritual truths of the New CJovenant
have their physical counterparts in the Old. The Church of Christ certainly has
its "priesthood" of believers; its one "door," Christ; its one "altar of sacrifice," his
death; its "candlestick" of testimony; its "table of shewbread," the Lord's Table;
and its prayers raised on "the altar of incense."
It is interesting to note, however, that the greatest difference of opinion about
any one type is that which concerns the Laver (Ex. 30:17-21; 38:8) which stood
between the Altar of Sacrifice and the entrance to the Holy Place. This is not
always acknowledged to be a type of baptism and even those who do give it this

meaning have various ways of shifting its position in modern practice. Instead of
placing baptism at the entrance of the church "some have removed the Laver," as
Bro. Crosthwaite once wrote, "and taken it past the altar, the Cross, outside the
court. They take a babe who knows nothing of Jesus and Calvary, and taking a

few drops out of the laver sprinkle them on its face and declare its sins remitted.
Others have pushed the laver through the door into the holy place. They p^m that
a person is saved, pardoned and born again, before baptism." Such people allow
the privileges of access to the table of shewbread and altar of incense before one
is even consecrated as priest!

LAPSED LAVER

It is only fair and proper to acknowledge that the Laver had a double purpose
in the Tabernacle, and it may be that this has caused some confusion. It not only

served for the washing of the priest's hands and feet before the daily ministra-
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tions in the Holy Place, but it must have been used also for the total washing ol
the priest at his consecration. This latter purpose is often overlooked when
thinking of the former.

One theologian recently wrote, "Here the priest's daily
(work) and feet (walk) symbolises the believer's daily cleansing
of the Spirit, in response to repentance, and faith in the Word
No word is said about the priest having been initiated by the
to foot "at the door of the tabernacle" (Ex. 29:4; 40:12). His

washing of hands
by the triple means
(e.g., 1 Jno. 1:7-9).'
washing from head
daily washing may

symbolise a spiritual cleansing, but the total washing at his consecration can only
typify baptism. That is when the Christian priest puts on the "linen garment"
of Christ's righteousness. "For all of you who have been baptised into union with
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ" (Gal. 3:26—Goodspeed).

I

SCRIPTURE
READINGS

4—Isaiah 28:14-29.

I

Romans 10.

11—1 Kings 19:1-18.
18—Jeremiah 31::23-37.
25—Proverbs 25:11-28.

„
„
„

11:1-12.
11:13-36.
12.

ings, and shows that God had not cast
them off. Why, he himself was a Jew

of Jews and far from being cast off, he
was chosen by God to be His witness.
Like Elijah he might well have regarded

The Jews

We vmderstand that a

"unceasing pain and sorrow," and he
longs and prays for their salvation. His
first effort in each of his journeyings
was with them, and for this he was re
garded as their worst enemy.
He reviews in our readings this month
the position of the Jews in God's deal

German Em

peror asked his chaplain for a proof of
the truth of the Bible in a few words.

He replied, "The Jews, Your Majesty!"
It was a good answer. The nations who
dominated the earth prior to the coming
of Christ have disappeared in the mists

of antiquity but the Jews remain a living
and active race spread all over the earth
as a distinct nationality. Their sacred
writings have dominated religion and
morals for centuries. History is dated
from the birth of the Jew, Jesus the
Christ.

But we are concerned with Paul's atti

tude and teaching concerning them. It
takes little imagination to recognise that
a man with so large a heart would be
heartbroken to think of his own kins

men according to the flesh being lost
through rejection of the Saviour. Did he
not feel that he would be able to con

himself as very much alone, but he
i-ecognises that thousands of other Jews
had also accepted the gospel and thus
remained "the Israel of God." They had
a zeal for God according to knowledge
and thus perceived that the Messiah had
come in the person of Jesus of Nazareth,
fulfilled the law, and taken David's
throne. The others had been blinded by

their preconceived ideas instead of
accepting the ideas of God, embodied in
the law and the prophets, and explained
and fulfilled in Jesus. Those who put
Jesus to death had obviously hardened
their hearts against goodness—^for they
could find no fault in Him.

His life was

perfect.
Writing his first letter to the Thessalonians, Paul gives a black picture of his
nation ". . . who both killed the Lord

Jesus and the prophets, and drave out
us and please no God, and are contrary

vince his fellow-countrymen, who had

to all men; forbidding us to speak to

also

the Gentiles that they may be saved; to
fill up their sins away: but the wrath

been

his

fellow-students,

of

the

truth of the gospel? His Lord knew bet
ter, and sent him far hence to the Gen
Read Acts 9:26-30 and 22:.n-21.

is come upon them to the uttermost"
(2:15 and 16). For this wickedness they

It would seem indeed that he ha<v jeen
successful with some of his kinsman—

are rejected, not because they are Jews.
Had they believed, they could have been

see Romans 16:7 and 11—and his nephew
was instrumental in saving his life—^Acts

saved. He has to warn the Gentile Chris

tiles.

23:16. But the bulk of his nation had
infact rejected the Christ, and were be
coming in truth a synagogue of Satan,
so love welling up in his heart gives him

tians that they must continue to believe
because that is their groimd of accept
ance, and God's grace has come to them

through

God's

chosen

people.

The

failure of the Jews was the means of
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spreading the gospel to all. but the faith-

iiS

is to be exercised towar^ th^ alw in

fulness Of the Gentiles could be. and has

some special measure, when the fulness

storing the Jews, Many indeed have
accepted the gospel preached to them by

thi. world as it is now has flnaUy rejected Christ. Modern spread of know-

been in some degree, the means of re-

of the Gentiles has

Gentile Christians both in those early ledge through m^em
days and ever since. The apostle indi- mg. wireless, television-brin^ possib^caL that a time will come when amuch ties of acceptance or rejection of God
more general tm^ing of the Jews to

Christ will take place than has yet been,

but we do not need to make the word
"all" in 11:26 mean every single Jew in

the world—but rather "Israel in general,

population. Can this be the fulness of

^he Gentiles

Our Behaviour

chapter 12 of the epistle begins the

the Jews of that day as a great

section which deals with our everyday

who become Christians wiU be saved.

without blemish, the best of the flock.

gate, on a scale unknown before, shall
be saved." Otherwise it would mean the
acceptance by God of the disobedient as
well as the obedient. Certainly all Jews

might summarise it all in the
go beautifully expressed—
picture of presenting ourselves as an
offering to God. The lambs had to be

It remains to be quoted "How unsearchable are God's judgements and
His ways past tracing out." The Gentile
world had finally, so far as it was concerned, finished with God, but now

fresh, clean and yoimg. a "new creation"
—if any man be in Christ, he is that.
Yet with us it must be a developing
creation, reaching out continually towards something better and higher-

through the rejection of God by the

transfigured by divine grace through re-

Jewish world.
within its reach.

He brought sal ration

newal of the mind. And note the nega-

The Jews had now, as

tive side—NOT FASHIONED ACCORD-

a nation, rejected Him, but His mercy

ING TO THIS WORLD.

R. B. SCOTT.

Gh/UitUun
MOST people recognise the age in which we live as the Christian age. However, it
may be that everyone has not understood why this age bears such a title and what
the living in the Christian age should mean to us.
The Christian age must be understood as the era in which Christ rules and

reigns in the hearts of men. This age is parallel with the age of the church where
in Christ reigns over His kingdom as king.
In this study I shall endeavour to discuss the beginning and ending of this age
and to show some things relative to its importance.
Previous Age Removed

First, may it be said that before the Christian age could come into fulness of

perfection the preceding age must have been fulfilled. Following are several scrip
tures which show that the age preceding the Christian age was put aside that the
Christian age might be ushered in.

1. There was a removing of things shaken. We read in Hebrews 12:27-28: "And
this word, yet once more, signifieth the removing of those things that are shaken,
as of things that are made, that those things that cannot be shaken might remain.
Wherefore we receiving a kingdom that cannot be moved, let us have grace where
by we can serve God acceptably with reverance and godly fear."
2. The Law was a schoolmaster to bring us to Christ. Paul argues that the

law is a schoolmaster to bring us to Christ, and that after Christ is come we are no
longer under the schoolmaster. See Gal. 3:24-25.
3. The Law was abolished. In Ephesians 2:15-16 Paul teaches us that CSirist
had broken down the partition, abolishing the law of commandments contained in
ordinances for to make in himself of the two one new man and so making peace.
4. The Law was blotted out. Colossians 2:14 teaches that Christ blotted "out

the handwriting of ordinances that v/as contrary to us, and took it out of the way
nailing It to the cross."
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5. Christians are dead to the law. "Ye also are become dead to the law by the
body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to him that is raised
from the dead" (Rom. 7:4).

For more detailed accounts we beg the reader to investigate the fulness of

these passages.

Sufficient for this time let us say that the Mosaic dispensation

passed away with the death, biu'ial and resurrection of Christ.

The Beginning of the Christian Age

It should be understood that the church was not established under John the

Baptist or before. Some months after John's beheading we find Christ mfl>ing this

statement: "Upon this rock I will (futiu-e) build my (personal) Church" (Matt
16 :18).

m Luke's account of the great commission Christ tells us that repentance and
remission of sins preached in His name beginning at Jerusalem. It
also tells that they were to tari-y in Jerusalem until they were endued with power
from on high (Lk. 24:45-49). A few days later this exact thing happened. On the
day of Pentecost, as the Apostles were gathered together with the one hundred and

twenty, the Holy Spirit came down and sat on them like cloven tongues of fire and
they spake as the Spirit gave them utterance (Acts 2:3-4).

Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit Peter preached unto them, telling them

to repent and be baptised for the remission of sins in the name of Jesus Christ

(Acts 2:38). In verse 41 we learn that they who received his word were baptised and
there were added unto them three thousand souls. Verse 47 teaches that "the Lord
added to the church daily such as were being saved."
Here is the first mention of the church as an established fact. The church which

Christ said he would build was now in operation. Thus began the Christian era.
Characteristics of the Christian Age

1. It is An Age of the Kingdom in Pact. Paul told Colossians that they had
been deUvered from the powers of darkness and translated into the kingdom of
God's dear Son (Cor. 1:13). The writer of Hebrews later revealed that they had
received a kingdom that could not be moved (Heb, 12:28). In Rev. 1:9 John, on
the island of Patmos, said he was in the Kingdom of Jesus Christ.

2. Christ is Raised to Sit on the Throne. In Acts 2:11 we find that God

had promised David that of the fruit of his loins he would raise up one to sit on
his throne. His prophecy was about the resurrection of Christ.

3. All Authority is Invested in Christ. In Matt. 28:18-20 Jesus says "All
authority in heaven and in earth is given unto me. Go ye therefore and teach all

nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost;

teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you, and lo I am
with you always even unto the end of the earth."

My friend and reader of this paper, have you obeyed the commandments -^f
Jesus as given through the Apostles. Can you say I am a Christian—I am of the
body of Christ?

The End of this Age

This is an age of opportunity, an age of hope, an age of preparation. Some
daythis age is alsoto end. Some day the Lord is coming again. He has promised to
raise the dead in Christ and to catch them up to him in the air, ever to be with the
Lord (1 Thess. 4:16). At the same time he has just as surely promised to come
taking vengeance on them that know not God and obey not the Gospel. These shall
be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and the
glory of his power (2 Thess. 1:7-9).

"Then cometh the end when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God.

ey^ the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power"

The Christian age will then be over. Your chance of being a Christian will be
ended. Your privilege of enjoying salvation from sin will disappear. Only now you
have time.

Be a Christian now.
ARNOLD

BALDWIN.
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Ruled,

8 Be very careful about accepting work

ttie;

from a stranger.

J. Edgar Hoover writes: "Don't Invite
trouble; Here are ten rules that every

parent should make sure his youngster
Knows:

ately.

people are too often kind-

hearted about such things—they dislike

the idea of getting an offender into
'trouble;

Al

ways make sure that the person Is a
respectable businessman.

9 Don't go about the house halfdressed.

1 If a stranger — or even a slight
acquaintance — makes improper ad
vances, tell your parents immedi

Young

This is another insidious dodge.

This may seem harmless, but It's an
invitation to 'Peeping Toms'—who may
later become something more dan33rous.

10 Never, never hitch-hike I
And never, never pick up a

hitch

hiker! "—Selected.

Just remember that if you

don't report him, hell probably get into
\vorse trouble later on—^to say nothing

"He that winneth souls is wise" (Prov.

of the harm he may cause.

11:30)

2 If you know of any pornographic
pictures or literature being passed
around, notify your parents imme
diately.

Obscene reading matter is a favourite
habit of the degenerate. If the authori
ties can run down the source and trace

the material, they may be able to rid
the community of the danger before it
.starts.

If someone phones and say's he's a
friend of Jack Peck, tell him you'd be

glad to have Jack Peck introduce him.
Stay out of 'Lover's Lanes.'
It's natural to want to be alone with

the grace of God, shall we hesitate a
moment on the propriety and the neces
sity, divinely imposed upon us, of
preaching the same gospel which they
preaciied, and in advocating the same
which

they

established,

under the plenary inspiration and direc
tion of the Holy Spirit?

Can we im

prove upon their institutions and enact
ments?

What means that singular imperative

enunciated by the evangelical prophet
Isaiah

(Isa. 8), "Bind up the testimony,

seal the law among my disciples"? What
v;ere its antecedents

Hearken!

The

Don't wander away alone from the

prophet had just foretold. He, the sub
ject of this oracle, viz.: "The desire of
all nations," was coming to be a sanc
tuary; but not a sanctuary alone, but
for a stone of stumbling and a rock of

crowd at picnics and outings.
within calling distance.

offence (as at this day) to both the
houses of Israel—for a gin and for a

your date, but experience shows that
'Lover's Lanes' are favourite haunts ot
sex criminals.

5

former to the Jews and the latter to the
Gentiles—announced the true gospel of

institutions

3 Know your date! Don't go out on
•blind dates' unless another couple
is along—and even then be cautious.

4

WE plead for the original apostolic
gospel and its positive institutions. If
the great apostles Peter and Paul—the

Stay

Sex criminals are easily attracted to
a group of young people, and given an

snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

The Church, therefore, of right is, and

opportunity they can strike with fright

ought to be, a great missionary society.

ening speed.

Her parish is the whole earth, from sea
to sea, and from the Euphrates to the

6

Don't
sibly.

ask

for

trouble—dress

sen

Provocative clothing may attract the
attention of a potential sex criminal.
7 Be civil to strangers who ask direc
tions, but never go part way with them.
The 'directictTS' trick is a

favourite

among sex criminals. They count on the
natural helpfulness of young people.

last domicile of man.

—ALEXANDER CAMPBELL (ex

tract of speech to the American
Christian Missionary Society,
Cincinnati, 1860).
"The thoughtless are rarely wordless."
"Common sense Is the most imcommon

thing In the worli"
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Outlined
SERIES 1.

LESSON 7.

Conversion. Saul also called Paul.
Lesson Verses.. Acts 9:1-22; 22:1-16;
26:1-20. Any one of these three portions
could be read in dass.

Memory Verse: Acts 26:18.

Objective: Although chosen by God to
be an apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ,
the highest position to which any man
could be called, Saul had to be set free

from sin by becoming obedient from the
heart to that form of teaching (Rom.
Date: A.D.33.

Places: Jerusalem, Damascus, Tarsus
in Cilicia.

of Syria.

ment of God our Saviour and of Jesus

Christ our hope—" (1 Tim. 1:1). "Paul
the envoy ... not from any body of men
or appointed by any man but by Jesus
Christ and God the Father who raised

him from the dead . .

(Gal. 1:1).

Message: "Saul, Saul, why do you hunt
ms? You only hurt yourself kicking
against the goad." Saul: "Who are you
Lord?" "I am Jesus the Nazarene whom

you are hunting. Get up now and stand

6:17-18; 1 Tim. 1:1).

Damascus:

Saul, "the God of our Fathers has ap
pointed you to know his will, to see the
Righteous One and to hear a voice from
his mouth" (Acts 22:14). Also, "Paul
an apostle of Christ Jesus by appoint

Capital of the republic

First mentioned in Genesis

14:15, B.C. 1912; captiu'ed by King David
B.C. 1040; came under the jurisdiction of

on your feet. I have appeared to you
personally to take you in training as my
assistant and as witness that you have
seen me, and of what I shall make clear
to you later. . .
Paul on earth was
spoken to directly by the Lord Jesus
from Heaven.

R3sult: Ananias said to Saul, "So now
what keeps you? Rise and be immersed,
and wash away your sins as you invoke

the Romans B.C. 64; about 180-200 miles
north by road from Jerusalem; sur
rounded by a large fertile plain. Present
population 194,000.
Tarsus: Modem Tersous, a Turkish
town in Asia Minor, 25 miles west of

obedient to the heavenly vision. He be
came the outstanding Christian of all

Adana.

time.

exist.

Ruins of ancient Tarsus still

On the main railway between

Turkey and Syria. Population 74,000.
Persons: Saul, disciples of the Lord,

priests, Jesus called the Nazarene, Ana
nias, Judas, Gentiles, kings, children,
Gamaliel, elders.

Saul: A Benjamite, Pharisee, contem
porary of the Lord Jesus Christ; born
in Tarsus, trained xmder Gamaliel in
Jerusalem, free-born Roman citizen, at
the martyrdom of Stephen, a member of
the Sanhedrin. While in active perse

cution of the disciples of the Lord, mak
ing the journey to Damascus armed with
the authority of the chief priests and
the Sanhedrin at Jerusalem to bring
back any disciples in Damascus, boimd
as prisoners, to Jerusalem, a light "above
the brightness of the sun struck him to

the ground."

He is led into Damascus,

blind, to the home of Judas in the street

called Straight,

Ananias:

The

instrument

through

whom Saul's sight was restored. "There
fell from his eyes as it were scales."
Apostfeship, Like the "twelve," stated
as being given to the Lord Jesus Christ
by His Father (John 17:6), it Is said of

his name." Saul was immersed, invok
ing the name of the Lord.
He was

Emphasis: Saul was humbled and gave
himself to complete obedience to God,
through the Lord Jesus Christ,
We can cease to fight against our
conscience, and be obedient to the same
form of teaching. Thereafter, we can
serve the Lord Jesus with all our hearts.
A. HOOD,

A ship in the harbour is safe, but that
is not what ships are made for.
Character is not made in a crisis—it is

only exhibited.

Jumping to conclusions is not half as
good exercise as digging for facts.
It is better to take things as they come
than to try to catch them as they go.
When a task is once begun,
Never quit until it's done.
If your task be great or small.
Do it well or not at all.

I have often regretted my speech; my
silence, never.—Seneca.
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one of those who having been a soldier
has become a

FROM
THE CHURCHES

Christian.

We are still

reaching out for greter things and at
the same time trying to consolidate the
ground gained. This is the harder task.
Strong congregations are not built in a
hurry, and we are working with

Cleveleys,—We thank God for a wonder
ful time of rich fellowship and service,

materials that are from the "raw."

when

Aylesbury.—We rejoice to report another

between

70

and

80

brethren

gathered for a rally held here, Septem

A. GARDINER.

The Saturday afternoon meeting was

addition to our number.
Mrs. Alice
Ewers was baptised into Christ on Aug.
31st. She has been attending our ser

devoted to both praise and discussion,
and our thanks are expressed to those

vices for some time, and we sincerely
pray that she may grow into a faithful

brethren who introduced the subjects so

and worthy servant of the Lord.

ber 12th and 13th.

well.

It was especially pleasing to note

that

brethren

could

offer

differing

opinions without loss of temper or de
scending to personalities.
We would
that this spiiit could prevail at all times,
and in particular when brethren discuss
such seemingly vexatious questions as
conferences, committees, cups, etc.
Several of the elder bi-ethren present
commented that it was good to see young
brethren willing and able to take the
lead at such a meeting. Another strik
ing feature was the fact that, numeri
cally, the sisters were three or four times

L. ClIANNING.

Tranent.—It is with great joy that we
record the addition of another precious
soul to our number. A young woman,
Mary Coull, put on her Lord on Wed
nesday, 11th September, by being im
mersed

into His

name.

Her

decision

c^me during the time of Bro. David
Dougall's ministering with us. May our
young sister be blessed with a life of
long and fruitful service in the Lord's
kingdom. We thank Bro. Dougall for the
way he has edified and built up the
church, and for his faithful preaching
of the grand old Gospel. We commend
him to the Grace of God.

more than the brethi*en.

In the evening Bro. C. Melling dealt
very competently with the question, "Is
Chi'istianity as it was at the first ade
quate for today?" and on the Lord's Day
we enjoyed the services of Bro. R. Limb.

May we conclude by saying "Thank
you," not only to the speakers but to all
the brethren whose presence and sup

port made the week-end such a resound
ing success. To God be the glory,
e.w.
Wallacestone.—We rejoice that again
the power of the gospel has been mani
fested here. On Sunday, August 16th,
after Bro. T. Read had preached the
gospel, Albert Roberts decided for Christ
and was baptised the same hour of the

night,

Bro. J. Baird performing the

ordinance.
Personal work by Bro. A.
Preckleton was largely responsible for
this decision. To God be the glory. We
pray that the Lord will continue to bless
us.

JAMES GRANT.

Edinburgh.—Since the last report ap
peared we have baptised another two
young folks. Prom the neighbourhood
of the building we have been able to
reach a young nurse, and the other was
a young American Service-man. We are
most happy that, like Cornelius, he is

IIEHEEai
East Ardsley.—We regret the passing of
Sister Ada Lowe, on Wednesday, August
26th, and who was laid to rest on August
29th.

She had been a constant attender

at the Lord's Table, and at the gospel
meetings.

For the greater part of the

last two years, she had suffered ill-health

of a very painful nature, borne patiently
and bravely. In a quiet, simple and un
assuming manner she served her Master
faithfully.
The writer conducted the
funeral service.

edward pickersgill.

Loughborough.—It is

with feelings of

sincere sorrow that we record the death

of Sister Sadie Frier on August I4th,
when away on holiday. Our sister had
been in failing Iiealth for the last nine
months, but was at the meting for break
ing of bread her last Lord's Day on
earth.

This was held in a

caravan at

Mablethorpe. The respect in which she
was held was evidenced by the number
of brethren and friends who attended

the fimeral in the meeting-house; the
wi'iter officiated.

e. hill.
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by private coaches will be able to reach

THE HYMN BOOK

Large stocks of the cloth-bound edi

tion, in black or blue, for congregational
use, are still held. Only a few of the
de luxe edition, in brown or green
morocco (black sold out) are now left.

Churches or individuals please send
orders to: Fred Hardy, "Windyridge,"
Baghill Green, West Ardsley, Wakefield.
Prices:

Cloth-bound

6/-;

on front 3/- extra.

COMING EVENTS

Dunfermline.—We are settling down in
our new meeting place at Buffles Brae
and are pleased to report the restoration

of a brother, after confession of faults,
on Lord's Day, August 23rd. We have
a number of prospects in view which we
hope will show fruit in due course. Bro.

Dougall will be assisting us during the
nrst part of November and we hope this
will lead to further consolidation in this
comer of the Lord's vineyard.

In order to give an opportimity to see
our new premises to those who contri

buted so generously to our building fund,
and also to those who were unable to

do so, we propose to hold (D.V.) a social

gathering in the Nethertown Institute,
Nethertown Broad Street, Dunfermline,
on Saturday, November 7th next at 3.30
To this the brethren from sister

churches are cordially invited.
We would have preferred to hold the
social in our new meeting-place, but lack
of space to accommodate the numbers

likely to attend makes this impossible.
It is hoped, however, that those coming

An»

new meeting-place

(about three

minutes away by bus), hence the earlier
start of 3.30 p.m. Notification to this

efiEect, together with number likely to
attend, would be welcome, in order that
the necessary arrangements can be
made; please address: W. Brown, 140
Wemyss Street, Rosyth, Dunfermline.

morocco:—

brown 13/-; green 14/-; initials in gold

p.m.

our

if T

East Ardsley. — Anniversary week-end,
Satui-day and Sunday, October 31st and
November 1st. Tea, Saturday 4.15, meet
ing six o'clock, presided over by Bro. J.
Robottom (Wortley). Speakers will be

Brethren T. McDonald (Dewsbury) and
Barlow (Morley). Bro. Barlow will serve

the church on Lord's Day.

Come and

celebrate with us.

Slamannan District.—The Bible School

teachers' conference will be held, D.V.,
at the meeting-place of the church at

Newtongrange on October 3rd at 4 p.m.
The speaker, Bra Tom Nisbet (Haddington); chairman, Bro. Jim Morris (New
tongrange). Subject; "Worldliness and
how to counter it." Come—a welcome
awaits you.

Conference, i960: PreUminary notice.
The church at Tranent have invited the

next conference for Saturday, April I6th,
1960, D.V. This early notice is given so
that brethren may make forward
arrangements.—A. Hood, Secretary.
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JOHANNES WARNS: "BAPTISM." (Translated from the German by G. H. Lang.
Paternoster Press, 352pp. 1957.

15/-).

The author of this book was born in 1874 and died in 1937. His father was a

Lutheran clergyman and Johannes Warns, too, studied for this ministry. But he
was of independent mind and refused to accept any teaching or practices not war
ranted by Scripture. Thus he rejected the ideas of a State Church, infant sprinkling
and confirmation. He was ready to act upon his convictions and turned his back
upon the future which awaited him in the Lutheran Church.
Knowing a little of the author we can have some idea of what the bookcontains

and the way in which the subject is treated. Its sub-title is "Studies in the original
Christian Baptism, its history and conflicts, its relation to a State or National
Church and its significance for the present time." Neither the author nor the
translator was a Baptist. In the words of the translator the' book's object is strictly
to elucidate Biblical truth and encourage Biblical practice."

The subject of baptism is dealt with uncompromisingly towards sprinklers and
pourers, yet with fairness and courtesy. A deeply spiritual atmosphere pervades

the book, as becomes the subject. First, Scripture concerning baptism is examined

thoroughly, in which its form is clearly shown to be immersion, in both Jewish and

New Testament practice. It is shown that infant "baptism" has no place in Scrip
ture, and the origin and growth of the practice are traced. Then follows the history
of the attempted suppression of Scriptural baptism. This is a most interesting
section, revealing how mercilessly the religious powers tried to stamp out bv force
what they could not withstand by Scripture and reason. The Anabaptists or "re-

baptisers" as they were scornfully dubbed, were persecuted, burned, drowned,
or strangled, not by the Roman Catholic Church only, but by the Reformers Luther,

Melancthon, Zwingli, Calvin and by. the State.

The inconsistencies between N.T. teaching and even Church doctrine on

baptism and the practices of infant sprinkling and pouring are demonstrated. It is
shown how ridiculous are these traditions, even in the light of the teaching of the
Churches practising them. At the heart of these errors, in the Protestant Churches
at least, is the fact that even the Reformers did not go back wholly to the Bible,
but retainedcertain Church traditions having no authority in the Scriptures. Bishop
Tillotson's statement, therefore, is not entirely true, that "The Bible, and the Bible

alone, is the religion of Protestants." Do we members of the church of Christ
wonder any longer then at the statement that "we are neither Catholic nor Protest
ant, but simply Christians"?

Not only the doctrine of Scripture baptism and the perversions of the ordinance
are exhaustively examined, but the wider implications of baby "baptism" are brought
out in a manner we have not seen before. It is shown that these practices are a
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Persons are made members of Churches not by

their own will or consent but by the choice of others, or, chiefly, merely by tradition
and convention. The author proves that, without this nominal and, as it were,
artificial membership, the Churches, especially the State Churches, would be a still
more negligible quantity than they are now. Even confirmation at a responsible age
is an admission that the child "baptised" was not responsible when it was made
"a child of God and an inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven." For veiy few are
confirmed at their own desire, and the vast majority are lost to the Church within
a few months. In other words the Churches that "baptise" infants dare not give
up the practice for the Scriptural mode of leaving it to the personal decision of a
responsible believer in Christ as to whether he will be "buried with Christ by bap
tism." The clergy's hold upon and control of the Churches' members would be
broken if true freedom were allowed in this most vital matter of the receiving of
Jesus Christ as one's Saviour and the dedication of one's life to His service in His
church.

The author makes an unanswerable case for immersion as the only Scriptural
baptism. From the book there again emerges the pathetic inability of those who
advocate or practise infant "baptism" to defend themselves in this matter. They
are put to the most desperate shifts to extract a grain of evidence or comfort from
most unlikely Bible passages and examples and from arguments which are ridicu
lous and childish.

One wonders if these defenders have themselves any confidence

or belief in their attempts at reasoning.

I remember reading an article on Infant
Baptism by that profound Bible scholar T. W. Manson, a one-time Moderator of
the Presbyterian Church. Ke v/as one of the world's foremost Bible expositors.
Yet it was pathetic and tragic to read the apology (it was no less) advanced to

justify the practice of his Church. A case needing such justification is a poor case,
indeed, no case at all.

Yet in spite of the masterly treatment of its subject, we must differ from what
the author writes concerning baptism and the new birth—"baptismal regeneration."

As is so often case, the author in destroying and rejecting one extreme has
swung to the other. In proving that the doctrine that irresponsible and innocent
babies are reborn as children of God through the application of a few drops

of water upon their unconscious heads is little short o of heathen magic,
Johannes Warns goes on to deny that baptism has anything to do with the new
birth or salvation even with a believing willing subject. We do not see how such
a view can be maintained in the light of the N.T. In John 3:3-5 Jesus said, "Un
less a man is born anew he cannot see tlie kingdom of God." Nicodemus does not
understand and asks, "How can a man be bom when he is old?" In making it
clearer, Jesus answers, "Unless one is bom of water and the Spirit he cannot

enter the kingdom of God." This passage is treated in two ways. First, it is said
that the new birth is the direct operation of the Spirit of God upon the heart, a

mysterious mystical experience apart from any action on the believer's part. Yet
Christ compared the coming into God's kingdom with a birth. In the natural life
birth is an outward and physical act that takes place once for all, an act that trans
forms the new life to everything around it. The new birth brings us into a new

state, new relationships, new surroundings, a new outlook and a new way of life.
Could a more apt illustration be given of what baptism noes in the life and ex

periences of the Christian? It brings him into a new relationship with God and His
people. Yet it is to make Christ's illustration meaningless, if baptism has nothing
to do with the new birth.

Secondly, it is argued that to be "bom of water" is to be born of the word of
God. We cannot but think that this is an attempt to do away with the thought of

any "works" being connected with salvation,—"not of works, lest any man should

boast." Baptism is a work, they say, and must therefore be rejected as having

any part in our salvation. Therefore being "bom of water" has nothing to do with
baptism. Do such Scripture expositors pause to think what a reflection such an
idea casts upon Christ? They claim Him to be the Great Teacher. Yet. when he

meant God's word He could not say it in plain speech, but hid it under the figure
of "water" What would Nicodemus understand by Christ's statement? In this
5th verse of John 3, in speaking of being bom of water and the Spirit Jesus is ex-
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plaining in clearer fashion in response t» Nicodemus's puzzled question in verse 4.
Yet Jesus explains his meaning by making it still more mysterious! Great Teacher,
indeed, who, when He meant word said water! And this in the matter of eternal
salvation, life or death! And yet the proponents of this theory agree that when
Jesus said Spirit He meant Spirit. But if water is word, by what rule of Scripture
exposition is Spirit Spirit?
Further, in Titus 3:5 we learn that "God our Saviour . . . saved us . . . by the
washing of regeneration and renewing in the Holy Spirit." Is this "washing of
regeneration" a mysterious operation of the Holy Spirit, or is it that which any
Christian would obviously understand when he reads the words,—the washing away
of his sins when the blood of Jesus was applied to cleanse him as he was buried
in baptism into Christ's death?

If baptism is not the new birth, what is it? What does it signify? If in baptism
our sins are not cleansed and forgiven, just what are the meaning and significance
of such passages as Acts 2:38—"be baptised . . . in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins" and Acts 22:16—"Rise and be baptised and wash away
your sins, calling on his name"?
C. MELLING.

OJhje. QJhAJUJticiri Ucmte,: QfiUcUeit.
IT is with extreme trepidation that parent, psychologist and teacher approach the
constructive study and righteous teaching of children. It is with even greater
trepidation that the present writer—a bachelor—approaches the subject of children,

and only because of force of circumstances rather than voluntary service. However,
as one who not long since was a child, perhaps my reminiscences and thought will
be of some value to children themselves of all ages.
School Days

School days are the happiest, if you are reflecting and not attending! Yet it
is each man's lot now by force, if not by pleasure, to leam. If only at school,
this would be none too bad, but when we have to leam at mother's side and over

father's knee at home, education l?ecomes a bore, to some of us at least. The
importance of such a commandment as "Honour thy father and mother" is always
more obvious to mother than to child.

To those of us at school, burdened by control,

restriction and cramped liberty for the better part of the day, half-past three and

home may well be the light relief of every day. It is now that our minds turn
not unnaturally to play. What better than football and skipping-ropes to complete
obedience to the oft-repeated commands of "come straight home" and "I want some
errands."

Yet how thankless we are in our attitude towards our parents at times,

especially when we are disobedient. Indeed, if memory serves me rightly, I recall
that even if I cared not when I arrived home from school, father certainly did,

and trouble inevitably ensued. Sharp words were uttered and even sharper reminders
applied. The look in his eyes rather belied the well-established saying, "This is

going to hurt me more than you." It certainly hurt someone, and somehow I do not
think it was father. No! Disobedience never really pays, does it? To disobey
mother makes it more difficult to receive the extra pocket-money that father does

not know about; to disobey father invariably has its quick, unhappy reward.
Jesus the Ideal Child

Besides being unhappy, selfish children, who want all their own way, never
have many chums, do they? Besides, those of us who have Christian parents have

great advantages. We can be sure that our parents will never beat us unnecessarily;
that they have our best interests at heart; that they are really interested in making

us happy. Think how Jesus paid back the goodness and kindness of His parents.
Luke tells us in his gospel that Jesus "came to Nazareth and was subject unto
them." In other words. He was completely obedient to them and loved them
No huffiness, no unhappiness, no selfishness, no unpleasantness featured in His

l|fe. There was no doubt of His loye for His parents, Indeed Luke gpss fwtber.
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rad says that Jesus "increased in favour with God and man." Everybody liked
happy, grandfathers
obedient, contented
boy. How easy
and
neighbours, aunts and^ uncles,
and grandmothers
find friends
it to give
presents to boys and girls, nephews, nieces and grandchildren whom they find

mce, mannerly and likeable. Jesus was liked because he was obedient. Perhaps
there is a lesson for us here.

Youth and Self-Discipline

There is always one great boon about childhood and it is this, that we are
constantly growing. If you will turn your mind back even one year you will be
quick to realise that you have grown. Last year's suit and dress are now too
small, aren't they? Yes, we, like Jesus, are constantly growing "in stature." And

it is when we reaUse that we are growing that we, boys at least, begin to study

our growtii. We begin to compare ourselves v/ith father and mother. We watch
the steady growth of muscle, we challenge, honour, and dream dreams. This is
no age for childish pursuits. Going errands, etc., is for the smaller fry and weaker
mortals. It is now that we notice more than ever before that mother wants some

thing at the most awkward time; it is now that we feel grown up enough to
stay up late; it is now that freedom is sought. Yet discipline seems to dog our

traiL How often is it that we are caught up in the frenzy of fun and excitement
only to be clamped down; we almost feel martyrs at times. Yet how much we

do and enjoy when father and mother are not there. In the summer, climbing
trees perhaps; In the winter, sliding down the pavement. How often do we pit
our wits against our parents or, in other words, "try to get round them" for
extra favours, for example.

No, we have a jolly good time and realise it. The discipline of our parents
Is not at all bad and worth while enduring for the benefits we receive. The very
basis of the discipline we realise is, of course, to help us to be like Jesus and

to be obedient to Him. In any case, soon we leave this phase of growing and

really become quite grown up. Soon we become teenage and leaving school
becomes a certainty and reality for many of us. This is the age of ages. Now
we are approaching what we think of as almost equality with father and mother.

Certainly father is much bigger and stronger than we, and mother more mature!

nevertheless, they are out of date and puritanical. They just don't understand!

We note, too, that now our senses—feeling, smell, touch, taste and hearing—become
more acute indeed. So does our observation. Now we realise how important our
early discipline at home really was, for now we know that discipline—which
neither father nor mother can exercise—must be exercised by one's self, and we
may find it difficult Indeed There is so much to catch the eye, to enter the eye,
to corrupt the mind. Many temptations which we now suffer can be and are
easily overcome because of our early training and teaching; others are more
difficult—yet all must be controlled.

In my own youth (which was not all that far back), such difficulties arose.
To obstruct the inlets of such propaganda and to learn self-control I tried the

following: to help me to spurn the imhealthy sight I would deliberately turn my
eyes from some advertisement I desperately wanted to look at; to control the

body, I would do without something either in food or clothing i longed for; to
purify the mind, I would train my mind to cut off worldly thoughts by instant
prayer and meditation. Such practices I still continue, as self-discipline is an

essential part of the Christian life. Granted, being too strong-willed may be
looked upon by some as a mixed blessing, nevertheless it is much preferable to
softness and ill-controlled and uncontrolled mind and action.
Parental Control

Perhaps even more difficult to endure than self-discipline is the now apparently
more determined home discipline
Now we find our parentr controlling our
pleasure-seeking, spending, self-indulgence, revelry and love of dress. Tiresome
in th extreme it may well be. After all, we are now old enough to earn a

living and to have girl friends and boy friends; we are to a degree quite indepen
dent; why cannot we enjoy ourselves? Perhaps Isaiah best answers this point:
♦"J^^r^fpre ^:^ear ?iow this, thou th^t art givw to plefisures, that ^w^liest c^rel^iyj

that sayest in thine heart, I am and none else beside me; I shall not sit as
a widow, neither shall I know the loss of children: But these two things shall
come upon thee in a moment, in one day. the loss of children and widowhood"
(47:8).

How transient indeed are pleasures and pride. "I am and none else beside
me" amply describes our attitude. We are now somebody. The beau before he
meets his belle will preen himself before a mirror, adjust his tie, make sure his
hair is well brushed back—that his appearance is just right. Similarly, the belle
will gaze into the mirror with a curl comb in hand ensuring that all 1-er curls are
tight. She will adjust her dress and ensure that she is at her coyest to retain
the attention of her beau. All this is healthy and good. But we ought never to
be carried away with our own self-esteem and independence.
Remember the
prodigal son (Luke 15:12) who was independent—but for how long?
The step
from his father's home was but one, over the threshold. The way back was a
long, winding, humiliating return. Independence may be fine, but false indepen
dence is definitely disastrous.
Again, the curb of our self-indulgence may appear petty at first sight, yet in
the light of the Scriptures quite necessary. The writer of Ecclesiastes brings it
into true perspective, "All the labour of man is for the mouth, and yet the appetite
is not filled." The more we have, the more we spend on our own selfish pursuits
and the more we want. We have only to look at the lives of wealthy x)eople,
perhaps millionaires, to realise that even when money and time are spent fully on
one's self happiness is not necessarily the result. In any case, it is better to
curb one's self-indulgence early than to rue it later. For when we are on our
own, with no parents perhaps to turn to, then we soon realise that there are twenty
shillings in a pound, and that that is only worth ten shillings. Every p«my we
have then will be our own hard-earned cash, and when it is spent no-one else
will lavish their hard-earned cash on us. Of course when our parents come to

dampen do\vn our revelry we immediately cry "Spoil sport!"—and this may on
balance be true. They perhaps prevent us, or would prevent us, going ac all to
pictures, dancing and such like. True, as we say, all pictures are not bad. How
ever, are we so sure that we are the best judges of what is good? Are we sure
the smuttiness which m

hav« not seen has gone unseen by

others?

Is our

presence and example being used by some other for unrestricted picture-going?
Prom my own experience, very few pictures are in any way edifying, and many
are most definitely degrading. Dare we place in jeopardy our own salvation, and

perhaps someone else's, because of our desire to be as others in the world?
Similarly with dancing; those who go generally say it is for recreation. Yet

how many go to country dancing, which indeed is recreation? The modem dancehall, from my own experience, gives little room for standing, let alone dancing;
and is generally pervaded by an imhappy atmosphere, and is haunted by an
unhealthy basis of primitive fieshly desire. If the Lord should return do you
think that he would call at your dance-hall to get you? Or will He consider
you as the disbeliever and disobedient?

Again, parental control on dress can annoy us and be perhaps too restrictive.
For my part I am sure the Lord has no objection to seeing us in good apparel,
or taking personal pride in our appearance, providing of course all things are
done in modesty. To make oneself attractive is good; to make oneself a hideous

showpiece is despicable. If we allow virtue to prevail we cannot go wrong.
Spiritual Growth

la conclusion I would exhort everj one of us to be like Isaac and to grow
towards our parents. He did not have anything but faith and confidence in his

father, even at a time when his father had his death in mind (Gen. 22:7). Be
like John the Baptist—grow in spirit (Luke 1:80). Be like Jesus—grow up and
leave off childish pettiness (Luke 2:40). Be like Timothy and be a good influence
(1 Tim. 4:12). Life will then be an avenue of peace and joy in the Lord, and
lead to eternal happiness with Him, if we are but obedient and truly love His

appearing.

JAMES H. MALTMAN.
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L. CHANNING

TION BOX

Send your questions
direct to L.Channing
10 MandeviUe Road,

Aylesbury, Bucks.

Qt I have been taught that according to Jewish time the Lord's Day, or first
day of the week, begins at six o'clock Saturday evening, and ends at six o'clock
Sunday evening.

Is this correct?

A. In New Testament times there were two ways of reckoning time: the
Roman method and the Jewish.

Roman. The Romans had two different computations of their days and two
denominaUons for them. The one they called the "civil" day. and the other the
natural day. ^e civil day was from midnight to midnight, a method of
reckomng which the modem world has adopted. The natural day was from sunrise
to sunset.

Jewish. The Jews on the other hand reckoned the twenty-four hour period
from sunset to sunset. Their Sabbath, for instance, was from sunset Friday
evening until sunset Saturday evening (see Lev. 23:32). The twenty-four hour
period was divided up into hours, as in these times. The earliest mention of
hour di^ioM seems to be in Daniel 3:6, 16; 5:5. Since the Chaldeans invented

such a division of time it is probable that the Jews adopted it from them.
^e Jews also divided up the twenty-four hour period into longer periods*
all—four(see
at Luke
night,12:38;
and four
The The
nightdaylight
periodsperiod
were
caUed^ ^watches"
Matt.during
14:25; the
Markday.
13:35).
was originally reckoned from sunrise to sunset. But because this varied according
to theseasons, theminimum hours of daylight being nine hours forty-eight minutes
and the maximum fourteen hours twelve minutes, thisperiod was afterwards reckoned
from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. The four main periods of the day were: the first hour
at 6 a.m.: the third hour, at 9 a.m.; the sixth hour, at noon; and the ninth
hour, at 3 p.m. These periods were particularly significant for the Jew. for they

coincided with his periods of worship. The third and the ninth hours were the
times of the morning and evening sacrifices and the offering of incense in the
Temple (see Exodus 29:38-42; 30:7-8; Luke 1:10), and together with the sixth

hours were times of prayer (see Acts 3:1; 10:9). Indications of the main periods
of the day and the use of separata hours are seen in Matthew 20:3-9.

Time in the New Testament. Throughout the New Testament, the Jewish

method of reckoning time is used. Some have claimed that there is an exception
to this in John 19:14, where it is said that the Lord's crucifixion took place "about
the sixth hour," against the statement of Mark 15:25 that, it was "the third hour"

the latter being supported by the times mentioned in Matthew 27:45-46, Luke 23:44,

as well as Mark 15:33-34. Various suggestions have been made in order to
harmonise these statements, including the one that John was using Roman time

and theterm "the sixth hour" i«ally meant 6a.m. But this still leaves a discrepancy

of three hours between John's account and that of Mark, and therefore does not
get rid of the difficulty. Further, Jewish terms for periods of time were never
applied to Roman time, and the expressioji "sixth hour" always meant noon to
the Jew. Again, the theory does nob accord with John's reference to time elsewhere
in his gospel. John 4:6, for instance, more naturally suggests by the term "the

sixth hour," midday rather than 6 a.m. The best solution to the problem is
found in the fact that John says "about the sixth hour," and in so doing was
using the general method of expressing time amongst the Jews by speaking
approximately. This would mean that the crucifixion took place between the third
and sixth hours.
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Yhe Lord's Day. It will be seen therefore that in New Testament times the
Lord's Day, or first day of the week, covered the twenty-four hours from 6 p.m.
on Saturday until 6 p.m. on Sunday. It is true that in connection with the
resurrection the New Testament writers speak of the early part of the first day of
the week, when in fact they are referring to the latter half of the first twelve
hours of that day, but it is obvious that they mean the light period of that day,
and not the twenty-four hour period which began on the Saturday night (see
Matt. 28:1; Mark 16:1-2; Luke 24:1; John 20:1). This seems to be contradicted
by Matthew 28:1 (A.V.) which b^ins, "In the end of the sabbath." But this is
incorrect, for the Sabbath had ended at 6 p.m. the previous day. The correct
rendering is as the A.R.S.V., which says, "Now after the Sabbath." An even better
rendering is that of Knox, "On the night after the sabbath, at the hour when
dawn broke on the first day of the week."
The Meeting at Troas. It seems clear that the meeting at Troas for the
Breaking of Bread, as recorded in Acts 20:7-12, took place on the Saturday evening,
which to those present would be the beginning of the first day of the week, since
it seems that the Greek-speaking world, like the Jews, also reckoned their days
from sunset to sunset. The claim by some that the meeting took place on Sunday
evening, and that the statement that Paul was "to depart on the morrow," meant

that he was leaving on the Monday, is without support. It has already been seen
that nowhere in the New Testament do we find the use of Roman time, and Luke

certainly never uses it (see Luke 23:44; Acts 2:15; 3:1; 10:3; 23:23). The expression
simply means thai Paul was going to depart when daylight came, that is still on
the first day of the week, for the Jews spoke of the day in two senses as we do,

not only to denote the twenty-four hours, but also for the hours of daylight (com
pare Acts 20:31 with 21:7-8),

Q. Is it scriptural to spread the Lord's Table on Sunday evening? if not, then

^ what time of the day shall we do it?
A.

In the view of this writer there are at least three objections to the spread

ing of the Lord's Table on Sunday evenings.
The first objection, as we have seen, is that strictly from a New Testament

point of view those who meet to break bread on Sunday evening, do not do so on
the Lord's Day. In view of our modem reckoning of time, this fact is lightly dis
missed by many or not even considered, but this should not be so when we con
sider that there are seventeen hours which, both by New Testament reckoning as
well as modern reckoning, constitute the Lord's Day. and at least half of these offer
convenient times in which to meet.

The second objection is that so often the evening observation of the Breaking
of Bread is for those who are habitually absent in the morning. The result is that

there are virtually two separate congregations meeting, the one in the'morning and
the other in the evening. This is contrary to New Testament practice, for all the
indications are that the early church met at one time and in one place in each
district to partake of "the communion" (see Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:20). If the more
usual mid-morning time is not convenient for the church to gather together, then
it should be so at a time convenient to most of its members, and the rest should see
to it that they fall into line with the majority.

The third objection is that, although there will always be those who genuinely
cannot attend at the appointed time, according to this writer's observations,

this is outweighed by the fact that a second spreading of the Lord's Table en
courages indolence and worldliness. There are those who either do not trouble to
meet at the appointed time, or who are occupied in material gain, rather than being
concerned with spiritual gain in meeting with their brethren.

"The poorest man is he who has
nothing but money."

I am not afraid of tomorrow, for I
have seen yesterday and I have today.

"Small deeds done are greater than
great deeds planned."

you can preach a Isetter sermon with
your life than with your lips.
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SCRIPTURE
READINGS

I

NOVEMBER

1—Leviticus 19:1-18.

8—Isaiah 45:14-25.
15—Psalm 69:1-21.
22—Isaiah 52.
29— „ 40:12-31.

Romans 13.

„
„
„
„

14.
15:1-13.
15:14-33.
16.

The Christian and the Powers that be
This question arises of course in our

readings for this month, and is quite
often discussed. Some feel that the sup
port of the powers should be absolute—

that is the Christian will be justified in
any wrong actions he may perform by

the authority of the state. Bearing in
mind that the authority immediately
spoken of by Paul was that of Nero, and
the military domination of Home, we
observe that the righteousness or other

possible in a world made up of small
independ^t and often warring nations.
We realise too that the present age with

its wider and wider spread of the Eng
lish language, and its vast resources for
spreading truth—and falsehood—over
the whole earth, is a time suitable for
gospel work in many quarters of the

globe, but not in all by any means.
With the passage under notice we
should read also our instructions for
prayer: 1 Tim. 2:1 and 2, "First of all

then, I urge that supplications, prayers,
intercessions, and thanksgiving be made
for all men, for kings and all who are

in high positions, that we may lead a
quiet and peaceable life, godly and re
spectful in every way." The purpose of

the request is that Christians may live

a Christian life. The issue of politics is
of small importance: the living of a
Christian life of supreme importance.
We need to preach but still more to
practise.

wise of the power does not affect the re

quirement that we shall obey.

On the

other hand the apostles for ever settled

this point by saying "We must obey God
rather than men." It needs no intelli
gence to see that the Christian cannot

Stumbling bioclts

. . decide never to put a stumbling
block or a hindrance in the way of a
brother." One of the hardest things
Jesus Himself said was against these. It

(for instance) commit adultery in any

would be better for a man who caused
a little one to stumble had he been

circumstances. No state can alter this
law of God, and the Christian who breaks
it is disobeying his Saviour.
So our

quires some really careful consideration.
Christians have just got to watch their

drowned beforehand. Obviously this re

obedience is not absolute. It is governed
by a higher authority—God's—the One

step in this matter. There are so many

who appointed the state as a means of

that one is constrained to say, "Lord,

maintaining order, and doing justice, im
mediately a government ceases to be a
rewarder of the good and a terror to the
evil-doer, it ceases to perform its func

tion satisfactorily. Nevertheless God per
mits evil governments to prevail at times
and we might at any time come under
such. We cannot rebel. We refuse, how
ever, to obey its wrong commands and
take the consequences meekly, while
using all Christ-like methods to protest,
and if possible remedy the position. In
this way Rome herself finally capitu
lated to the religion she hated and had
sought by every means in her power to
destroy—not one Christian took up arms
against her unless they became unfaith
ful to the command.

Taking the wide view of God's ap
pointment of the RoiSan power, we know
that humanly speaking it was this world
domination that enabled Christians to
travel from place to place with compara
tive freedom, which would have been im

ways in which we can cause to stumble

have mercy upon me, a sinner!"

We

humbly confess our liabiUty to fail.
Grace needs indeed to abound. "For we

all make many mistakes, and if any one

makes no mistakes in what he says, he
is a perfect man" (James 3:2). Yes, our
words may cause to stumble, and they
are the products of our thoughts—and
our actions may cause to stumble, obvi

ously genuine striving to be indwelt by
the very spirit of Christ is the only way
to minimise our liability to lead others
astray.

Paul's reference to meat indicates he

was thinking of the eating of meat sac
rificed to idols—a question dealt with

more exactly in 1 Cor. 8. This hardly
affects us today, but the principle might

well guide us away from resorts where
evil company and doubtful entertain
ments are. We might ourselves be inno
cent of any evil thought but if the action

or the place is doubtful, we ought to

avoid it lest we are identified in other
minds with those evils, and so become
a cause of stumbling. The case of the
minister who took alcoholic drink at a

party, has often been quoted. A young
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man seeing this also took drink, and in

speak with His own lips. He was to be

his weakness took to it and became a

a witness for the Lord of what he had
seen and heard (Acts 22:14, 15). The

criminal. Worldly people seeing worldly
Christians are encouraged to stay
worldly.

Those outside the church are

Lord said to Saul: I have appeared to
you in order to appoint you to my service

remarkably critical of those inside, and

as a witoess to what you have seen and

use their faults to excuse themselves

in what I will appear to you" (Acts
26:16). Paul said, "The good news was
not received by me from men; I received
it by revelation from Jesus Christ" (Gal.

from paying any attention to the gospel.
There is a sense in which a Christian
is required to mind his own business, but

there is still a more clamant require

1:11, 12). Because of his blindness Saul

ment that he considers the needs of his

had to be led into the street called
Straight, but with sight restored and
spirit renewed he went forward as the
apostle to the Gentiles. After three years

brethren, especially those yoimg in the
faith or having known weaknesses. "To
his

own

master

he

stands

or

falls"

(14:4); "Let each of you look not only
to his own interests, but also to the

interests of others" (Phil. 2:4); "Looking
to thyself, lest thou also be tempted"
(Gal. 6:1).

Surely the plea for a return to what
has been revealed to us in the Word is

the

safeguard

against

causing

to

stimible. If we do what we know is com

manded, we cannot be wrong. It is the
additions and subtractions that put us
off the track.

B. B. SCOTT.

in Damascus the disciples helped him to
escape the fury of the unbelieving Jews
by lowering him in a basket through a

window in the city wall. In Jerusalem
the Hellenists went about to Ml him
but friends took him to Caesarea from
whence he went to Tarsus.
Message: Saul declared in Damascus
and in Jerusalem that Jesus was the Son
of God. "Here is the Messiah." Even the
disciples were afraid of Saul but Barna

bas befriended him, declaring to the

SCRIPTURE READINGS, 1860

apostles, "How Saul had seen the Lord

Please send orders, stating number re
quired, to Paul Jones, 41 Pendragon Rd.,
Birmingham, 22b.
Cash with order,
please, Id. per card, plus amount to cover
postage.

him and how at Damascus he had
preached boldly in the name of Jesus."

Jle4Ajo*i QutlUte4>
SERIES 1. LESSON 8

Conversion: "The community
ever larger" (Auth. N.T.).

grew

in the way and that he had spoken to
Results: "The church throughout the
whole of Judea, Galilee, and Samaria

had peace and was spiritually built up;
and grew in numbers walking in the fear
of the Lord and in the encouragement of
the holy Spirit" (Acts 9:31, Weymouth).
Emphasis: I can help the church to
grow spiritually and in numbers by giv
ing my heart, soul, mind, and strength

Lesson verses: Acts 9:19-31.

to our loving heavenly Father, through

Memory verse: Acts 9:31.

our Lord Jesus Christ.

Objective: "Walking in the fear of the
Lord and the comfort of the holy Spirit."
Time: A.D. 35?

Places: Damascus; Jerusalem; Judea;
Galilee; Samaria; Ci^sarea; Tarsus.
Damascus was included in Solomon's

kingdom which extended from the river
of Egypt and the Red Sea to the river
Euphrates. Naaman the Syrian said that
the river Barada of Damascus was bet

ter to dip in than the Jordan (1 Kin. 5;
Luke 4*21). The "Christian" quarter
with the Jewish quarter to its south is
at the eastern end of the street called

Straight — Defb El-Muskatim.
Today
Damascus is in religion mainly Moslem.
persons: Saul; Jews in Damascus; dis
ciples; Barnabas; apostles; Hellenists;
the Lord Jesus; the Holy Spirit; Saul.
The Lord had chosen Saul to be the

means of bringing His name before (1)
the Gentiles; (2) kings and (3) the child
ren of Israel (Acts 9:15). Saul had seen

the Lord Jesus who had spoken to him
in the way (Acts 9:27). Saul was ap
pointed by God (1) to know His will; (2)

^0 s^ the Just One and to hear Him

I

A. HOOD.

NEWS FROM

THE CHURCHES

Haddlngton.—You will be glad to hear
of another demonstration of God's power
unto salvation in this place. On Wed.,
October 7th, a young man, James Moncrieffe, a stonemason by trade, and his
wife Patricia, a school-teacher, were
buried with Jesus that they might walk
in the new way of life. They were first
of all attracted to the gospel by reading
a poster displayed in a fish and chip
shop last January, advertising meetings
being then held with Brother Albert
Winstanley preaching. The seed which

was

faithfully sown fell

into good

ground. The brethren here watered and
God gave the increase. Our hearts are
overjoyed and we give thanks to God for

Hisgreat goodness. Wethank you bret;^-
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ren, for your prayers in the past and ask
that you should continue to remember
the work here, before the throne of
grace. Oiu: warmest thanks are due also
to the brethren at Tranent for the use

of their meeting-placing and baptistery
and for their labour of love in seeing
that all the needful arrangements were
made.
We pray that our new-found brother

and sister in Christ may remain stead
fast in the faith and grow in grace and
in the knowledge
Saviour Jesus.

of

our Lord and
jacknisbet.

Kentish Town.—^By the mercy of God
we have been able to give thanks and
join together in an eighty-eighth anni
versary meeting. We gathered on Satur
day, October 3rd, at 3 p.m., for an after
noon session, with Bro. David Dougall
leading a study and discussion on
Romans 12:1 and 2, after a brief report,
hymns and prayer. Bro. Coles presided,
a.s he anticipates leaving us for British
Guiana shortly. With the thoughts of
oar study we should do better in our
future labours, and it was a joy to hear
the gospel preached by Bro. Dougall in
the evening. About thirty-two sat down
to tea between the meetings, and forty
were present in the evening. We are
grateful indeed to those who came to en
courage us from other churches.
R. B. SCOTT.

KIrkcaldy, Rose Street.—^With joy we
report the immersion of Mabel Parker,
who was buried with Ciirist in baptism
on Lord's Day, October 4tti. At the same
meeting was also baptised Thomas

The evening meeting was presided
over by Bro. p. a. Hardy, who offered
a word of welcome to visitors from East

Ardsley, Dewsbury, Doncaster, Eastwood,
Kirkby-in-Ashfleld, Ilkeston, Loughborough, Cleveleys and Hindley.
The
meeting-house was well filled, late
comers having brought the company to
over a hundred.

Addresses were given by those two
stalwarts, Bro. Charles Limb, of East
wood, and Walter Crosthwaite, of Ulverston, each urging us to greater efforts.
Bro. Limb, by comparing the church
with the tabernacle, and Bro. Cros
thwaite, recalling the great days of the
past and the "giants in those days," said

we could likewise achieve great things
for God by adhering to the "one Book."

On the Lord's Day, Bro. Limb gave a
fine address on "Fellowship," and Bro.
Crosthwaite addressed one of our best-

attended meetings this year on the ques
tion, "What is a Christian?", leaving his
hearers in no doubt as to the answer.

We thank God for a "moimtain-top"
experience, and look and work for even
greater days ahead.
harold baines.

Tunbridge Wells, 5 Mount Ephralm
Road.—During September Brother David
Dougall laboured in the gospel with the

saints here,

in addition to preaching

the gospel each Simday, Tuesday and
Thursday night, Brother David took a
class in the Bible School, preached a
number of times in the open air. and

exhorted the church at the breaking of
bread.

and Sis.

The effort was widely advertised and

Steedman, who are well known in the

a great deal of visiting and personal

Steedman,

son

brotherhood.

of our

Bro.

Tom has attended Lord's

work done.

Quite a

number of non-

Day School and Bible Class and ex

members came in to hear the gospel,

pressed his desire to obey his Lord and
Saviour after the gospel service on
Lord's Day, September 27th. We praise

and they were left in no doubt of their
need of a Saviour and of the terms of

God for their decisions and trust that

salvation. Brother Dougall proclaimed
Christ crucified with great power and

they may have grace given imto them

sincerity.

and continue steadfast imto the end.
JCHN MOVES.

Money.—We have experienced again,
ac our annual autumn rally, a season of

real spiritual blessing from the presence

We are confident that the faithful

sowing of the good seed will bring ulti
mate harvest.

We commend Brother

Dougall to the blessing of God, and pray
that he may be used greatly to the

of the Lord.

Saviour's glory.

On Saturday, October 3rd, tea was
ably provided by the sisters, when a com
pany of over eighty sat down. The day,
which opened dull and misty, came out
beautifully warm, and oiu- spirits rose
accordingly.

school teachers' conference was held in
the meeting-place of the church at Newtongrange on October 3rd. There were
approximately twenty present. After an

Slamannan

a. e. winstanley.

District. — The Sunday

enjoyable meal, Bro. Jim Morris (Ne^-
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tongi-angei. acting chairman, gave an
exhortation on "Truth." He said, "As it

Bridgetown. This now makes a total of
eight baptised during the year, since the

stumbling-blocks to others, forthright in

work started there, including two sons
of the Martin family and a daughter.
October 5th marked the inauguration of

our attitude to all, shunning all appear

a new "church that is in thine house."

ance of evil. Having the power given to
us to become the sons of God, we must

An open-air gospel service was convened
on Lord's Day afternoon, October 4th.
There were forty in attendance. After
brief messages by various brethren tea
and light refreshments were served in

is not in man to direct his steps we

must seek after truth, that we be not

witness before the world that we are

complete in Him, having everything we
need to make us perfect. Moses was set
as an example, 'choosing rather to suffer
affliction with the people of God than
to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a sea
son.'
'For the wages of sin is death,
but the gift of God it eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord'."
Bro. Tom Nisbet (Haddington) spoke
on "Worldliness and how to counter it."

He said

the question

of

worldliness

cropped up in every generation.

We

never can encounter worldliness in the

the home of t\ie Martin family.
A brief outline of the start of the work

there and its present growth was given
by the writer, who also thanked the
brethren concerned for the untiring
support they had contributed during the
year.

There are other homes besides

the

Martin's that have been opened to the
Word of the Lord.

Sunday school unless we know what it

With the work on the momentum at

it. Worldliness is the lust of the flesh:
a list of these works, God gives in Galatians 5:19-21. These are manifest, even

Bridgetown, a number of our members
residing there, others living near by and
others from Capetown intending to move
there, and people at Bridgetown wanting
to know when we intend building a hall
for our meetings, we intend to renew our
application to the City Council to pur
chase ground in that vicinity.

the appearance of these things; the
dance is included in this list. They which

do these things shall not inherit the
Kingdom of God. Our souls' salvation
depends on our carrying out the Word
of God according to truth. We either
accept or reject. Worldliness destroys
the truth. If we are friends of the world
then we are enemies of God, and we

cannot present our bodies holy to Him

if we present them to the devil.

If we

therefore love the world we shall pass

away with it. "but he that doth the will
of God abideth forever."

On the other hand if we have the won

Many visitors are attending our meet
ings at Woodstock and homes in my area
of Salt River and Capetown. These need
to be encouraged because faithful fami
lies in these homes, who were baptised
during my full-time effort, are eager for
their children and grandchildren to
come to the Lord.
We also express
our appreciation to many of our young
brethren, who are adapting themselves

derful qualities set forth in Galatians

in the work of the Lord, and have shown

than words spoken. In examining our5:22-24 our living example will be better

their
capabilities
by
helping
the
Bridgetown work and in general.
If
they are to be the future church, tliey
desei*ve all encouragement, t. w. hartlu.

selves, if the world enjoys our company

then there is something wrong, but "if

they think it strange that we run not
with them to the same excess of riot,"

then glory be to God. Let us walk in
the Spirit if so be we live in the Spirit.
A period of "questions answered" fol
lowed, this ending a profitable time
spent in our Father's business.
BF.THIA DAVIDSON.

Woodstock, Capetown.—We rejoice and
are glad that in Bridgetown, Athlone.
area two young men were baptised on
October 1st, 1959. One of them is the
son of Bro. and Sis. Martin, who opened
their home for the Lord's work at

Kirkoaldy, Ross Street.—It is with
deep regret that we report the passing
of Sister Abercrombie on Monday, Sep
tember 21st. She was a regular attender
at the meetings until indifferent health
and failing eyesight prevented her meet
ing during the last four years. Our sym
pathies go out to her family and we
commend them to our heavenly Father

who is supplying every need.

j. moves.
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COMING EVENTS

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL, 1860
Preliminary Notice

Kirkby-in-Ashfield, Beulah Road.—The
church here extends an invitation to

brethren to join them in anniversary
meetings to be held on November 21st
and 22nd. On Saturday there will be a
tea at 4 p.m. in the labour Hall, Beulah
Road. The evening meeting will com
mence at 6 p.m. in the church's meeting
room. The speakers, God willing, will
be brethren Robert McDonald (Dewsbury) and Fred Day (Birmingham). Bro.
McDonald

will

serve

the

church

on

Lord's Day. November 22nd. Come and
help to make this occasion a time of real
Christiaia fellowship.

CHANGE OF SECRETARY

Church of Christ, Morley.—Bro. Harold
Baines is resuming his duties as secre
tary of the church at Morley. All cor
respondence to: 10 Pilden Lane, Brad

ford Road, East Ardsley, near Wakefield,

It was the unanimous wish of those
who attended the last V.B.S. that an

other should be held next year. We are
glad to make known that we have
booked excellent accommodation, details
as follows:

The Place. Normal College (Teachers'
Training College), Bangor, North Wales.

The Period. Two weeks, July 23rd to

August 6th, 1960 (D.V.). Brethren may
book for either one or two weeks, but
not for parts of a week.

Accommodation. This is luxurious by
past standards. The college will provide
all bed linen—we shall not need to take
sheets, blankets, etc.
The extensive

grounds overlook the Menai Bridge and
Straits. There are two tennis courts and
ample space for games.
Meals. Breakfast 8.30 a.m.; lunch 1
p.m.; afternoon tea 4.30 p.m.; dinner 7.30

p.m.

Yorkshire.

BOOKS WANTED

Bristol Tune Book (tonic sol-fa).—
Price to: Joseph Hamilton, 42 Jaffa
Street, Crumlin Road, Belfast, N.I.

McGarvey. J. W. A commentary on
Acts, or any other good commentary on
the book. Conversion to God. A Brown.
New Testament Christianity, L. Oliver.
Memoirs of David King.—Prices to Alan
Balmer, 10 Laurel Crescent, Hindlev.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL, 1959
A balance sheet has been prepared by
Bro. James H. Maltman, and audited by

Sister Miriam Partington. A copy has
been sent to the editor of the S.S., and
any who attended may obtain a codv on

application to A. E. Winstanle^T" 43a
Church Road, Tunbridge Wells,' Kent
(stamped addressed envelope with re
quest) .

Catering, preparation, serving and

everything connected with the meals will

be done by the school domestic staff.
Rates. Adults £5 10s. per person per
week: children half orice.

Accommoda

tion is not unlimited and bookings will
be strictly "first come, first served."
..Bookings,

Those who book will be

asked to make a deposit of one pound
per adult and ten shillings per child.
Information, when available, fuller
details will be sent to any who ask for

them. All enquiries to: A. E. Winstanley,
43a

Church

Road,

Tunbridge

Wells,

Kent.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Jack Nisbet, 1 Caponfiat Crescent,
Haddington, East Lothian.

Peterhead.—Change of address of secr
retary: Alexander Strachan, 18 Harbour
Street, Peterhead, Aberdeenshire.
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Pleading for a complete return to Christianity

as it was in the beginning.
DECEMBER, 19/59

VOL. 25. No. 12

Bxipiwn ami tde. YU-w- Rudfi.
LAST month I reviewed in the S-S. Johannes Warns's great book on Baptism. In
the review I disagreed with the author's insistence that immersion in water has no

jconnection with the new birth.

I referred to a few New Testament passages to

show that to dissociate immersion from the new birth is contrary to scripture.
Arising out of what I wrote I received the letter which is printed below in full:
in full because of the suggestion in its final paragraph that views contrary to
the editor's are not presented to the readers that they may judge for themselves.
Here is the letter:

Dear Bro. Mellings,—Having read your comment on John 3, I am amazed that
any intelligent Christian should think that the word water should mean baptism.
To us who recognise the essential distinction between spirit and matter, the thought
of washing the soul from sin by water baptism is sheer nonsense, and to say our
Lord could not mean "word" when he said water, displays ignorance of scripture.
If we turn to 4:14 of the same gospel we read: "But whosoever drinketh of the
water, that I shall give him [it] shall be in him a well of water." Did our Lord
mean water, because he said water? How foolish!
John 7:38. "He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly
shall flow rivers of living water." Did our Lord mean water, just because he said,
water? Sheer nonsense!

John 10:9: "I am the door." Did our Lord mean a wooden door?

John 10:16; " . . . other sheep I have." Did he mean animals: sheep?

What further proof is needed that the water of John 3 does not refer to baptism?'
John 3:9: "How can these things be?" Our Lord's answer was not about water

baptism, but "as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the
Son of man be lifted up." No mention of water baptism.
Nicodemus ought to have known, for the Lord rebuked him for his ignorance.
It could not be Christian baptism, for it had not yet been instituted, even the
Twelve knew nothing of it; so how could Nicodemus have known of it? The only
baptism then known was that of the Baptist, and that baptism was expressly con
trasted with the Spirit's work (Math. 3:11).

John's baptism was a public confession of failure and sin preparatory to re
ceiving a coming Messiah. But Christian baptism was a public confession of faith
in the Christ, already come and gone back to heaven, and a public submission to the
Lordship of Christ on the part of those who professed to have heen already born

of the Spirit; that is to say, baptism followed the new birth.
May I ask a question? "Whose baptism did Peter preach in Acts 2:38? Was It of
John or Christ?"

134

THE SCRIPTtJRE STANDARD

Nicodemus. when the Lord spoke of water and spirit, ought to have known

the scriptures the Lord referred to: Num. 19 and Ezei? 36:26; 37:9, a prophecy to
which the Jews clung, and a Rabbi of the Sanhedrin ought not to have been
ignorant of such truth. So whatever the water typified in Ez. and Num.. it sym
bolised in John 3. How could the defiled Israelite gain access to the sacrifice of the
great sin offering for purification? Water which had flowed over the ashes of the

sacrifice was sprinkled upon him, we know what the sacrifice typified. Calvary, what
did the water typify?

What is the means by which the defiled sinner is brought into contact, as it

were, with the great sin offering of Calvary, not by baptism of water, but by the
water of the word of the truth of the gospel. "Born again by the word of God."

1 Peter 1:23, John 6:63, and many other scriptures. It cannot be asserted too plainly
that no one is a child of God who has not been born of God. and that no sacrament,
no ordinance can procure the new birth in any sense, or in any degree.
Baptismal regeneration was a doctrine of ancient paganism, but it has no
place as such in Christianity. If we preach Baptismal regeneration we are as
guilty as Rome and other religions.

You ask what is baptism: it is an outward symbol to represent a spiritual
truth. The scripture in the plainest possible way connects baptism with death
(Rom. 6:3), "baptised into his death," raised to walk in newness of life. Dead indeed
unto sin. but alive unto God.

If only Christians would realise when they take that step of obedience, become
dead to sin and the things of the world with all its sin, but alive unto God (no
longer desiring to walk according to the course of this world, nor of conversation
in the lusts of the flesh and of the mind, as when we were by nature children of
wrath), but walk in the new way.

May your readers have the opportunity of once again reading the other side
CO this question and judge for themselves.
FRED WEBSTER.
THE

REPLY

(1) It seems to me amazing that anyone, let alone "any intelligent Christian,"
should think that "water" in John 3 means anything else but water. Alexander
Campbell in his "Essay on the Remission of Sins" writes: "So say all the critics,

one by one. as far as I know. Even Matthew Henry . . . concedes this point also!

and quotes Ephesians v.26, Acts 22:16, and Matt. 28:19-20 in support of the con
clusion that the washing of regeneration refers to baptism."

(2) I do not know whether Bishop Westcott (Church of England) and Albert
Barnes (Presbyterian) would be accepted by our brother as "intelligent Christians."
Certainly he would agree that they are qualified to expound, in the light of other
Scriptures and of the practice of immersion among the Jews in Christ's day, what
Jesus meant by "water" in John 3. Here are their comments:

BARNES: "By water here is evidently signified baptism. Thus the word is

used, Eph. 5:26; Titus 3:5. Baptism was practised by the Jews in receiving a
Gentile as a proselyte. It was practised by John among the Jews. And Jesus here

says that it is an ordinance of his religion ... It is the duty of everyone, not only
to love the Saviour, but to make an acknowledgment of that love by being baptised
and devoted to his service. But, lest Nicodemus should suppose that this was all
that was meant, he added that it was necessary that he should be bom of the
Spirit also."

WESTCOTT: "The preposition used recalls the phrase baptise—plunge—in
water, in spirit." (Matt. 3:11). so that the image suggested is that of rising, reborn,
out of the water and out of that spiritual element ... to which the water out
wardly corresponds.

"If we regard the specific Biblical ideas of water and spirit . . , it will be seen

that water symbolises purification and spirit quickening: the one ... a definite
external rite, the other ... an energetic internal operation . . . Hence all inter-

fHE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

135

pretations which treat the term water here as simply figurative and descriptive
of the cleansing power of the Spirit are essentially defective, iis they are oppnsetl
(,f) nil ancient tradition.

" . . . The words had an immediate, if incomplete sense, as they were
addressed to Nicodemus; they have also a final and complete sense for us . . .

It can, then, scarcely be questioned that, as Nicodemus heard the words, water
carried with it a reference to John's baptism . . . a divinely appointed rite . . .
Thus the words . . . to Nicodemus set forth, as required before entrance into

the kingdom of God, the acceptance of the preliminary rite divinely sanctioned
. . . and following on this the communication of a new life, resulting from the
direct action of the Holy Spirit through Christ."
ARCHBISHOP W. TEMPLE in Readings in St. John's Gospel: "There can
be no doubt in the mind of Nicodemus what is meant by being bom of water.

The baptism of John was an institution known to all."

Annotated Paragraph Bible: "Some authorities render this, "born from
above.'" But the reply of Nicodemus (4) and other N.T. phrases iTit. 3:5, etc.) show
that it means "born anew" (R.V.) This term was applied by the Jews to a pro

selyte from heathenism; so that its meaning would be partially understood by a
religious teacher."
ELLICOTT'S COMMENTARY: "The word used (for 'bom again,' 'anew,' 'from

above') almost certainly conveyed but one sense . . . 'from the beginning, afresh,
anew.'"

(Verse 5): "Our task here is to ask what meaning the words were intended

by the Speaker to convey to the hearer; and this seems not to admit of doubt. The
baptism of proselytes was already present to the thought; the baptism of John
had excited . . . Jerusalem and the Sanhedrin had officially inquired into it. Jesus
Himself had submitted to it, but "the Pharisees ai\d lawyers" (Nicodemua was both)

'rejected the counsel of God against themselves, being not baptised of him" (Luke
7:29). The key to the present verse is found in the declaration of John, 'I bap
tise with water ... He shall baptise you with the Holy Spirit" (1:26, 33) and this
key must have been then in the mind of Nicodemus. The message was baptism
with water ... by which the Gentile had been admitted a.s a new-born babe to
Judaism . . . baptism with water, which John had preached in his ministry of
reformation (cp.Matt. 3:7) declaring a like cleansing as needed for Jew.and
Gentile. Pharisee and publican, as the gate to the kingdom of heaven, which was
at hand . . . It would now be clear to him why John came baptising, and why

Jews were . . . baptised, confessing their sins. There is no further explanation
of the "outward and visible sign," but the teaching passes on to the 'inward and

spiritual grace' ... It is hard for the Rabbi to see it, even when it is brought
home to him."

I have purposely refrained from quoting what brethren in the churches of
Christ have said or written on the subject, other than the brief quotation above

from Alexander Campbell. But, without exception, all the other quotations are

from infant sprinklers. Even they, although they do not practise immersion, and
struggle to prove the impossible in trying to justify their practice from scrip
ture, wholeheartedly testify, as scholars and expositors, that Jesus said in John 3
what He meant and meant what He said.

A safe rule to follow in Bible study is that the obvious meaning of a passage

is the correct one. If we depart from this rule we find ourselves in all sorts of
difficulties and make scripture contradict itself to justify our beliefs and traditions.
(2) Will Bro. Webster point out anything I wrote on "the thought of washing
the soul from sin by water baptism"? I said distinctly that Titus 3:5 means "the
washing away of his sins when the blood of Jesus was applied to cleanse him as hs
was buried in baptism into Christ's death." Acts 2:38 and 22:16 are much stronger
to this effect than anything I wrote. But I simple quoted those passages with
out comment. I am reminded of a man who, when certain scripture passages
were read to him on a controversial matter, said, "O, but that's your Inter^ret^-
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tion ! If Bro. Webster can explain what the two passages in question mean, If
there is no connection between baptism and washing away of sins we shall be
grateful to leam.

(3) Our brother is confused between a metaphor and a plain statement of fact

in the references he makes to John 4:14. 7:38, 10:9 and 16. In these passages

Jesus IS revealmg spintual truths by comparison with tangible objects. John's
gospel contains no parables but is full of metaphors and analogies. To take Jesus

as meanmg that He is a door, is, of course, absurd, just as is the Roman Catholic
Church's teaching that Christ is literally present in the bread because He said:
This is my body." But in John 3:3 and 5 Jesus is stating literal truth. He is not

saying that baptism is like anything: He is saying what it is. I take the liberty
of quoting again the statement quoted in the S.S. of August 1959 from Bishop

Nygren of the Swedish Lutheran church:

"It is immediately evident that in these words (Rom. 6:3-4) Paul makes

reference to the external form of the rite of baptism. When he who is baptised

is immersed in the water, the act signifies burial 'with Christ': and when he
again comes up out of the water, that signifies resurrection 'with Christ.' But
It would be an utter misinterpretation if, for that reason, one were to characterise
Paul s view of baptism as 'symbolical,' in the sense in which that word is generally
used. For, according to Paul, in baptism we have to do with realities, not merely

with symbolical representations. That which baptism symbolises also actually
happens, and precisely through baptism."

(4) As I understand him. Bro. Webster believes that the new birth comes about

without any action on the part of the believer. Hence his reference to Moses lifting
up the serpent in the wilderness being a type of our salvation. But the Jews in the

wilderness were not healed by faith alone. They were not healed by simply believing

that the serpent was there. Only when they looked were they healed, when their
faith was put into action. The parallel that the Saviour is drawing, then, is that
this action which results in the new birth is immersion in water.

(5) Truly Nicodemus should have xmderstood what Jesus was teaching. In this
same and the following chapter John tells us of the many disciples of John the
Baptist and of Jesus being made through baptism. Matthew 3:5-6 records that

Then went out to him (John the Baptist) Jerusalem and Judea and all the region

round about Jordan, and they were baptised by him." Mark (1:51 records the same.

Luke 3:15 says that "all the people were in expectation, and all men questioned
. . . concerning John ..." John relates how the Pharisees sent messengers to
the Baptist to ask him about his baptism. Nicodemus was one of these Pharisees
and a member of the Sanhedrin. and there is no doubt that he knew all about
this deputation. John adds further (3:26 and 4:1) that, although the Baptist's
preaching and immersion had attracted the attention of many of the Jews, Christ's

disciples were baptising even more. If, then. Nicodemus knew of John's' baptism

how much more of Christ's? Of the Pharisees we are told that they would not
submit to baptism, for they did not regard themselves as having any sins to be
forgiven (Matt. 21:25; Mark 11:30-32; Luke 20 : 4-5). Strongest of all is Luke's state
ment that the Pharisees and lawyers (Nicodemus was both) "rejected the pur
pose of God ... not having been baptised by him (John the Baptist)" (John 7:30).
Is it not clear, then, that Jesus was saying in effect to Nicodemus: "You are
a Pharisee, a lawyer, who has not condescended to be baptised by John, because
you regard yourself as a son of Abraham, a member of the kingdom of God, and
not as a sinner. In your own eyes you have no need to confess your sins in baptism.
But I say to you that unless you come to me as a sinner and are ready to humble
yourself and be baptised you cannot enter into the kingdom of God."

It was "these things" that Nicodemus should have known. The very passages
from the Jewish Scriptures referred to by Bro. Webster, of which he says Nicodemus
should have been aware, portray the same truth. In Numbers 19 we have water
continually spoken of as an emblem of purification—literal watei*, not the word

"water" meaning something else. Actual water was to be used as signifying purifica
tion. That is all that the Scriptures portray of the water of baptism. In teaching
that baptism is the new birth we go as far but no farther than the Scriptures.
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It is literal water, signifying the cleansing from sin which the blood of Christ
effects in baptism. So far as regards the references in Ezekiel (36:26; 37:9) it is
obvious that God is promising, under the figure of water purification, to cleanse
His people and to renew them with new heart and spirit. Thes'e promises were
made to the Jews and were fulfilled to them literally in their restoration to their

land, and spiritually in the coming of their Messiah. As regards the new birth of
Christians we must look elsewhere than in Ezekiel's prophecies.

(6) John's baptism was not the only baptism known to Nicodemus. Apart
from the fact that Gentiles were made proselytes to the Jewish religion through
immersion, both this 3rd and the 4th chapters of John speak of Christ's baptism
carried out by His disciples. More were now becoming disciples of Christ, through
immersion, than of John the Baptist. We know too little of this baptism to dogma
tise. But John's baptism pointed to the coming Messiah and Savioui- (Acts 19:4)
and was therefoi'e valid until that Saviour's death. Those baptised by John became

his disciples; those by Christ's disciples became disciples of Christ. As John pointed
to the coming Redeemer, so Christ's baptism was of those who believed in Jesus
of Nazareth as the Messiah.

The point is that John's baptism was divinely appointed and valid until Christ's
death. Some of Christ's disciples had been originally baptised into John's baptism,
and no word of scripture suggests that any of them were rebaptised. Those recorded
in Acts 19 as having been baptised afresh had apparently been immersed into
John's baptism after its purpose and meaning had ceased at the death of Christ.

This, I hope, answers Bro. Webster's question. "Who's baptism did Peter preach
in Acts 2:38—of John or Christ?" Certainly of Christ: in His death the law and

the prophets, including John the Baptist ("for all the law and the prophets
prophesied until John," Matt. 11:13) were fulfilled and given their meaning. "God
spoke of old . . . by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by
a Son" (Heb. 1:1-2). Prom the day of Pentecost no immersion in water has any

authority apart from that given by the death of the Saviour. "This is my son, my
beloved: hear him." No longer Moses and the law, nor Elijah and the prophets,
but Jesus only.

(8) I

believe as wholeiieartedly as Bro. Webster in the necessity of being

"born of the Spirit." Why should it be thought that, because we sti*ess the much

neglected side of Christ's teaching—being born of water—we rule out the other
—being born of the Spirit? I am simply saying that the two are not the same;
otherwise Jesus uttered words without meaning. To be immersed a thousand times
will not cleanse one from sin except he have been led to acknowldge Christ as

Saviour through the Spirit's application of the word, the gospel. "The seed is the
word"; the Holy Spirit convicts of sin when the gospel is made known and faith

is the response which moves to action in immersion. Thus immersion is not a rite,
an observance, but a willing yielding in faith to the Saviour.

How wonderfully John 3 : 3-5 agrees with Titus 3:5: "He saved us . . . by tl"
washing of regeneration and renewing in the Holy Spirit." Notice the "and" there
—"the washing . . . and renewing . . . ", as in "unless one is born of water and
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God." Weymouth's translation is strong
est of all, in speaking in Titus 3:5 of "the bath of regeneration."
(9) I suggest that scripture, when compared with scripture, is perfectly clear
that baptism is the new birth. The trouble often is that we expound scripture in
the light of commentaries and men's opinions and theories. I wonder how many
would believe as Bro. Webster does on this subject and others in the Bible had

they not been largely influenced by, for example, the Scofleld Bible. That work
has been designated as a splendid book except for its notes. At every conceivable

opportimity Dr. Scofield gives his views on salvation by faith alone, the different
gospels for Jew and Gentile, the restoration of Israel, the literal thousand years'
reign of Christ on earth, once saved always saved, and the new birth. Consciously
or unconsciously thousands have followed the teaching of Dr. Scofield's notes
without testing them by scripture as a whole. A few disconnected passages are
taken as though they set out the whole truth. At times the meaning given to these

passages does violence to the rest of scripture, and such exposition cannot be true.
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The Bible does not contradict itself. Our brother warns that to speak of "bap-

tismal regeneration' is Romanism. But it seems to me that Romanism is that
which replaces the word of God by the traditions of men. Thus the Roman
Catholic treats as of far more importance the notes of the translators of his Douai
Bible than the Bible Itself. I fear that many sincere Christians act in the uame
way towards the Scofield Bible, or any other Bible where the editor intrudes his
theories on to the plain teaching of God's word.

I have dealt at such great length with Bro. Webster's letter because I feel that

Uie issues he raises are vital ones, on which we need to know what the Bible says.

Even now I have not replied to every point raised by him: space forbids But

this matter is of such great importance that it may be that even more will yet

have to be written upon it.
C. MELLING.

OJke. QdudUofi Uo4ne; Ohjt MoiPveJi.
TOE home is better understood than explained, and those with no home know it

wlSre
beyond
their grasp.
Home
is more
than a place
wheie fathei and mother are, for many
a happy
home is
enjoyed
by brothers
and
SlS^vI s.

Our consideration, however, is of the Christian home, where the family earnestly

fatiive to express their Christian faith in everyday living. In many homes you may

;,ee this motto hung. "Christ is the Head of this house, the unseen Guest at every
meal, the silent hstener to every conversation." Whether the motto is hung or not
that IS the expression of every Christian honie.

The word -home" in the scriptures is often used to indicate the home country
as well as the family home. Naomi left her home country in a time of famine,

wito husband and two sons to find sustenance in a foreign land. As she returned

without any of them, she exclaimed. "I went out full and the Lord brought me

home again empty."

father s daily task takes him from home most of the day. and therefore

the duty of instructing the children falls very largely on the mother Proverbs 31 •l
says "The words of Kng Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him'" and
Proverbs 1:8, "My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the
law of thy mother."

This latter quotation shows that the guidance of the family is a twofold task
-either father or mother can do it efficiently, but it is better done together Jesus
said. Whoso loveth father or mother more than me, is not worthy of me." No
partner nor child, has ever been worse off because any member of the family has
put Chnst first. Indeed, our experience is, that real happiness Is not possible un
less He is put first.

When hanging on the cross, Jesus thought of His mother, presumably a widow

Looking at His beloved disciple. He said. "Behold thy mother," and from that hour
that disciple took her unto his own house." (John 19:27).

The.influence of devout parents will often persist down throu^'h the ginierutions
of.ji family, and the Church of Christ is rich in such influences. This is also shown
"When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee

which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice, and I am nerHuaded that in thee also."

With the promise that he would be the fathrr of a srf^at nation. Abraham
was impatient, and thought that the promise would be fulfilled through Ishmael
the son of a bondwoman, but God clearly indicated that the fulfilment of the
promise was through the free woman. In Galatians 4:25-26. the apostle refers to the
earthly Jerusalem as in bondage with her children, but, he adds "Jerusalem
which IS above is free, which is the mother of us all."
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The freedom which the Jew accepted was the freedom allowed by their masters
the Romans, but to accept the bondage of Christ is perfect liberty. 'Jesus said.
"Take my yoke upon you and learn of me, for my yoke is easy and my burden
is light."

The Christian Home fits into God's pattern of life for all mankind. We do
not see the pattern, we only see one portion of it.
"Net till the Loom is silent
And the shuttle cease to fly.

Shall God unroll the pattern
And the shuttles cease to fly.
The dark threads are as needful.
In the weaver's skilful hand.

As the threads of gold and silver
In the pattern He has planned."
A. L. DANIELL.

CONDUCTED

BY

L. CHANNING

'5TI0N BOX

Send your questions
direct to L.Channinf;
10 Mandeville Road,

Aylesbury, Bucks.

Q.

Should the churches use movie films in their meeting-houses to do the

work of the Lord?

A. There seems no valid reason why movie films and slides should not be used
as aids to the teaching of the gospel. The argument has been made that since
Romans 10:17 says, "faith cometh by hearing," only preaching of the gospel is
to be used. Apart from the fact that this is a misapplication of this passage, if it
were true it would forbid the reading of the scriptures and the committing of them
to writing in the first place! If it is permissible to preach with the aid of charUs
or blackboard diagrams, and for children to be taught with the aid of illustrations,
then it is certainly in order to use films and slides.

Even Jesus used visual aids in teaching. Every time He told a parable he
brought to His hearers' minds a picture, often of the things they daily saw around
them, and from these things illustrated the truth He was teaching. Jesus also used
such aids in a direct sense, using persons or objects as illustrations, such as when
He set a child in the midst of the disciples cMatt. 18:2), or asked to be shown

a Roman penny (Matt. 22:19-21). The prophets often used the same medium, not
only declaring their prophecies, but demonstrating them in action: as for instance
when Agabus took Paul's girdle and bound his own hands and feet, thereby show

ing in action the fate that would befall Paul in Jerusalem (Acts 21:10-11). There
is no difference in principle between portraying illustrations upon a screen, and
portraying them in real life.

Again, audio-visual eduication, as it is known, is everywhere recognised as one
of the most effective means of teaching, and is therefore used extensively in schools,

colleges and industry. If, as we have seen, this method of teaching does not con
travene scriptm-al principles, then the church can use it also as an effective means
of teaching the truth.
But. because it is such an effective medium in teaching—for the impressions

upon the mind gained through seeing are often more effective than those gained
through hearing—it must be used with care. Here are some of the safeguards:
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Pu-stly, It must never be used as a substitute for the preaching of the eosoel
vsua aids mustf be only aids to the
teaching
of the gospel.
To overlook
thismost,'
fact
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is but to entertain, and not teach.

the poitrayal of the disciples as old men, and so forth, ought to be avoided As

for denommational productions, this writer has found that most of thim Se to

full of eirors that only relatively few of them can be used.

Thirdly, although nearly all productions avoid purtraying God in anv wav

the portrayal of Christ should also be avoided, if only for epical reasons
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imagines them, and are factual only insofar as tLy confor^trtLt wS^Ihe

jcriptmes actually reveal. This is most important, especially when moving pictures

\ie used'Which create the deepest impressions of all

in teaching the gospel
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ample scope here for the imaginative producer of slides and films without involving

compromise, and it Is this writer's wish that those concerned, especiaSy ™ own

biethren, would concentrate more on this aspect of the work.

[We venture to express the view that preachers and teachers of the gospel
nltJ
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legitimate
and mstructive use of such material. But let it be kept within those limits.-ED,]
Q. What is the meaning of the statement as found in Matt. 16-24- "if anv

ma^wiii come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow
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phrase involves several things:
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Firstly, the statement contains an indirect prophecy of the manner of the

Loids own death. Smce the disciple is bidden to take up his cross and "come
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after" his Lord, it implies that the Lord must go that way, the way of crucifixion,
fii'st, either actually or figuratively. In this case it was based on actuality.
Secondly, Jesus was showing His disciples and would-be disciples that, contrary
to their ideas of earthly glory in the material kingdom which they thought He had
come to establish, following Him meant a way of shame, the way of the despised.
Since crucifixion was a Roman punishment, with the added shame of the con
demned having to bear the instrument of his own execution—the cross, (compare
John 19:17 with Mark 15:21) no more telling figure could be used by our Lord to
impress this lesson upon His Jewish hearers. In connection with the passage quoted
by the questioner (Matt. 16:24), Peter especially needed this lesson. He and all the
rest of the disciples who were Galileans ought to have been particularly impressed,
for they knew that only a short while before hundreds of their own countrymen
had suffered crucifixion in this way for insurrection against the Romans.
Thirdly, there is a deeper meaning to the phi-ase, a spiritual and therefore
general one. It teaches that the principle of following Christ is that of denying
self.

This means more than that which is loosely called "self-denial"; it is a com

plete sacrifice, a surrender to Christ, a refusal to make our own ambitions the

aim of life, and our own will the law of life; to be bound by the will of God alone,
whatever sacrifice it may mean, even the sacrifice of life itself.
But Jesus also emphasised the teaching further. Luke 9:23 portrays the Lord
as bidding His disciple to take up the cross daily, that is, that this sacrificial
following of Him is not to be just initially and temporarily, but continually. Paul
emphasised the same truth in a different way, especially in Rom. 6:2-14; where he
shows the need for dying to the world, crucifying the old nature, and dying- to sin,
living the life daily unto God.
On all but one occasion Jesus is recorded as having used these words—Luke
14:27—the Lord follows them by both a warning and a promise: "For whosoever
will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever shall lose his life for my sake shall
find it." (Matt. 16:25). Literally this is true, for anyone refusing to follow the Lord
through fear of losing his life, would lose life eternal. Spiritually, it means that the
one who is concerned only with material things will lose in eternity the .greatest
thing of all. Conversely, the one who in self-surrender sees material things, even
life itself, only as they can be given in service to Christ, will gain a reward far
greater than that which he has sacrificed.

stances or character took place. Examples

SCRIPTURE

of this are Simon to Peter (John 1:42)
and Saul to Paul (Acts 13;9).

READINGS

The occasions when Matthew is men

tioned are only few and may easily be
looked up—Matthew 9:9 and 10; 10:3;
Mark 2:14-17; 3:14-18; Luke 5:27-32;

DECEMBER, 1959

6—Isaiah 7:1-17.
Matt. 1:1,2,16-23.
13—Micah 4:6 to 5:9.
„
2.
20—Isaiah 40:1-11.
„
3.
27—Deuteronomy 8:1-17. „
4.
Matthew and his gospel
The call ol Matthew is described by

himself in this name and by both Mark
and Luke in the name Levi. Mark gives
his father's name as Alphseus. and from
this

some

have

assumed

brother of James—see 10.3.

him

to

be

There is no

other evidence of this, but the assump
tion that Levi and Matthew are the same

pei-son is obviously safe. It is quite a
usual thing for names to be adopted,
especially when a change in circum

6:12; Acts 1:13. These tell what we know
of him. An early church historian states

that Matthew wrote the gospel in Ara
maic (the Palestinian dialect used by
the Jews) but of this there is absolutely
no trace. That Matthew wrote primarily
for Jews seems quite obvious from
characterestics of the book. We may
summarise them as follows: quotations
from prophecy; fulfilments of prophecy
in Christ's life; reference to Moses' law

in the "sermon on the mount"; genealogy
traced from Abraham through the kingly
line: pi-ominence of the Kingdom
thought; denunciation of Jewish religi
ous leaders.
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While we have less graphic accounts
of incidents reported also by Mark, we
have orderly collection of teaching in the
"sermon on the mount," the charge to
the apostles (ch.lO) and the prophetic
and Kingdom parables.
We can never over-estimate the value

ol Matthew's work in giving us the gos
pel story. His name means "gift of God"
and that is what he is to us. Let us give
some thought to his life and work. He
was by his own description a taxgatherer,
whether employed by Rome or by Herod
Antipas we do not know—probably the
latter, if we may presume some decidedly
Jewish loyalties—and this seems justified
by his great interest in prophecy and the
law. His duty would be to collect tolls
from the fisheries on Galilee, and he
seems to have possessed a house. We
might regard him as a successful busi
ness man. We can hardly think the call
of Jesus came on the first acquaintance,
but it may have come only after he had
heard

from

others

of

the

wondrous

character, works and teaching.
He shared the expectations of his
countrymen that a Saviour was coming
according to prophecy. John the Baptist
had been preaching that the Kingdom of
heaven was at hand, and Jesus preached
the same. We cannot know just what
Matthew expected, but we know that he
completely abandoned his work, made a
feast for his associates in his house and

left it all to join the band of close fol
lowers of Jesus, to be trained consciously
and imconsciously for the greatest task
ever appointed for men—preaching the
gospel and setting up the church.

Like several others of the apostolic
band he is not mentioned after Acts 1,
but his name will ever be honoured as
the

first

book

in

the

New

Covenant

scriptures. Doubtless he shared at first
the mistaken ideas of the other apostles
—a physical kingdom maintained by
physical force—but passing through the
terrible

trials

of

the

crucifixion

and

death of his Master, he developed that
spiritual power and perception needed
for the life of faith in the Son of God

who loved him and gave Himself for
him.

The birth of our Saviour
Matthew's

account

is

much

less

de

tailed than Luke's. The tracing of the
descent is typically Jewish, emphasising
as it does the relationship to both Abra
ham and David, both subjects of pro
phecy. The division into three sections

of fourteen generations, involving omis
sion of some names in the line, seems

strange to us but would conform to
Jewish practice by simplifying it into the
historic divisions. The descent of Mary
would convince us rather than the de

scent of Joseph—but not the Jew.
betrothal

would settle that.

The

It seems

probable that Mary also was of royal
blood, hence "born of the seed of David

according to the flesh, and declared to
be tile Son of God . . by the resurrec
tion" (Rom. 1:3 and 4).

We read that Jesus "rejoiced in the
Holy Spirit" while thanking His Father
that the great truths were revealed to
the simple and hurilble "babes" (Luke
10:21). How striking a fact it is that
when God chose to reveal Himself to

man in the person of His Son, He chose
those in

humble walks of life.

"The

angel Gabriel" of highest rank descended
to speak witla the maiden in Nazareth,
and doubtless he also spoke to Joseph
(1:20j. Both obscure personalities with
one thing in common, a deep respect for
God and His law. Joseph, wanting to

obey the commandments much perhaps
against his natui'al inclinations; Mary,
humbly accepting her honour—"Behold,
the bondmaid of the Lord." Both jour
neying at a time most inconvenient, to
be at the place of their inheritance,
without any influence to support them
there. So they had to lodge in the stable.
The other recipients of divine honour
were the shepherds keeping watch. The
angel spoke to them, and the heavenly
host was revealed to them, and to them

alone was the news given of a babe
wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying
in a manger." The hosts of heaven re
joiced with the shepherds because of this
humblest of births.

The king was mightily interested too,
and the religious authorities in Jerusa
lem,

but

from

them

God

concealed

through the obedience of the Magi (the
strangers), the wondrous event, and
again the heavenly messenger spoke to
Joseph. We have no information as to
the number of the wise men, or how long
it was after birth that they saw the
child. Their gifts were acceptable to the
parents, and their worship and their
obedience pleasing to God.
R. B. SCOTT.
SCRIPTURE READINGS, 1960

Please send orders, stating number
required, to Paul Jones. 41 Pendragon
Road, Birmingham, 22b
Cash with
order, please. Id. per card, plus amount
to cover postage.
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convinced that here is a church contain

We are at the time of year when many

ing all the elements of success. It is in
the hands of very capable brethren,
most of whom are preachers. But the
sooner they are out of their present
meeting-place the better. Reports in the

make special preparation I'or rich fare

S.S. have told us what they themselves

and

have

World Refugee Year

lavisli

celebration

later

in

the

contributed

towards

their

new

month. It is surely not enough for us
to avoid excess and extravagance. XL may
well be a suitable opportunity for us to
express the positive aspect of our faith
by giving for those in need.

building, but they still need more as we
see from S.S., August, 1959.

A special effort is being made at
present to meet the need of refugees and
I should be glad to send a combined gift

each, and still not have to apply for
public assistance! Do it now, and send it
on to Philip Partington, 636 Atherton
Road, Hindley Green, Wigan, Lanes., not
to the writer of this letter,

from those who would care to send their

gilts to me at 43 Rose Glen, Kingsbury,
London, N.W.9.

There are quite a
about,

and

I

am

lot

sure

of
there

£5

notes

are

one

hundred brethren who could spare one

EDMUND HILL.

ERIC MCDONALD.

rWe commend the above appeal to the
consideration and generosity of the
brethren and churches.

BROTHER DAVID DOUGALL

We feel so

often that we should and can do some

thing to help the poor and starving
and homeless. But we have a sense of
frustration because we do not know to

whom to send such lielp.
Bro. E.
McDonald will be glad to forward it
through the i-ight channels.—Ed.J

Pittenweem

Dear Brother,

Just a note to let you know that we
have had to shut down our meetingplace for want of members, for since my
own wife died we have not been meeting.
I am dividing out the money we have
and am sending £14 to you for the S.S.
I will miss our own meeting vei-y much.
NEIL PATERSON.
Pittenweem.

[The above pathetic letter was sent to

Most of the brethren will know of the
accident which befell Bro. Dougall on

Friday. October 30th.

When returning

home from Bedminster
(Bi-istol)
to
Scotland he was thrown from his auto-

cycle. He was found unconscious on the
roadside and was taken to Edinburgh
Royal Irxfii-mary. There a long opera
tion was performed, which was success
ful in removing fluid from the brain.
Our latest news is that Bro. Dougall is
out of danger, but that he still relapses
into frequent periods of unconsciousness.
The brethren will not need to be re

minded to pray for and remember our
beloved brother in any way in which
they can be of sei*vice, and his wife and
their two daughters. God is the living
God, who hears and answers the prayers
of His people. Let us prove that He doeth wondrous things.

the S.S. treasurer. Bro. Paul Jones. We

are deeply sorry that the church at
Pittenwecm has now ceased. We sym
pathise with Bro. Neil Palerson in his
suffering and loneliness, and ask for
the prayers and the letters of our
readers. We very much appreciate the
generous gift towards the S.S. and the
kind thoughts prompting it.—Ed.1

Ince Building Fund
Dear Bro. Editor,

May I be allowed to support the appeal
of the church at Ince for contributions

to their building fund?

Having served

the church one week-end recently, I am

HAVE YOU ANY SPARE COPIES OF
THE "S.S.'"?

Bro. Paul Jones, distributmg agent,
informs us that many copies of Novem
ber S.S. have gone astray in the post and
that therefore some subscribers' copies
have been lost. If you have one or more
spare .copies, will you please post them
to Bro. Jones at 41 Pendragon Road,
Birmingham 22b? Bro. Jones's task will
be thus considerably eased: you will have
done a good work and he will be deeply
grateful. Please post as soon as possible.
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behold

ness

Matthew 5!6; "Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see your
good works, and glorify your father
which is in heaven."

Each Christian is a bearer of light,

Dispelling the darkness of sin,
Bringing to others dwellmg in nighi,
The light of the Saviour within.

Each good deed is done to God above.

To him whom the light has given.
To show us the path, the way of love,

Him,

high

and miseries

above

of

the

sin,

dark

dwelling

in light Inaccessible and full of gloi7, the

prospect brightens. If a few rebels, who
refuse to love and participate in His
munificence, are groping in darkness on
His footstool. God is light, and in Him
there is no darkness at all.
LYMAN BEECHER on Matthew 6:10.

eMelp, SpAead

Qadp^,

Which leads from earth to heaven.

For the past three years or so Bro. T.

Not under a bushel, but on a stand
That light of God is meant to be,
To illuminate men in every land,

W. Hartle, of Woodstock, Capetown,
South Africa, has been devoting himself
full time to the work of the gospel in

From sin and death to set them free.

As a city set upon a hill
Is not hid, but seen from alar.
So the life of Christ within should he

As God's own light, heaven's morning
star.

Let your light shine wherever you go;
Restrict it not, brethren, at all;
The love of God it will surely show,
And men on the Saviour will call.
T. KEMP.

^ke.

Qod.

THE revolt of angels, the fall of man,
and the miseries of sin, do not, for a
moment, interrupt the blessedness of
God. They were not, to Him, unexpected

that country. Readers will have read his
regular reports of the work in the area

and will have rejoiced over the triumphs
and the steady progress in the gospel.
The district is a widely scattered one
and Bro. Hartle is hindered in doing this
necessary work by lack of conveyance. A
fund to provide him with a motor-car
lias been opened and so far £31 9s. 3d.
has been raised. We feel sure churches
in this country and readers of the S.S.
would like to have fellowship in this
effort. Please send contributions to T

W. Hartle, 13 Portland Road, Salt River,
Capetown, South Africa or, it preferred,
through the S.S., to Paul Jones, 41
Pendragon Road, Birmingham, 22b.

events, starting up suddenly while the
watchman of Israel slumbered. They
were foreseen by God as cleaiiy as any
other events of His government, and
have occasioned neither perplexity nor
dismay. With infinite complacency He
beholds still His unshaken counsels, and
with almighty hand rolls on His undis
turbed decrees. Surrounded by unnum
bered millions, created by His hand, and
upheld by His power. He' shines forth,

What an object of joyful contempla
tion. then, is the blessedness of God!

It

is infinite; His boundless capacity is full.
It is eternal; He is God blest for ever.
The happiness of the created universe is

but a drop—a drop to the mighty ocean
of .divine enjoyment.
How delightful
the thought, that in God there is such

an immensity of joy, beyond the reach
When

we look around

below, a melancholy sensation pervades
the mind,
What

a

What miserable creatures!

wretched

world!

But

But can they prove the story true'

Why count yourself among the "they"
Who whisper what they dare not say?
Suspicion may arise from naught
But malice, envy, want of thought.
"They say!"—but why the tale rehearse.
And help to make the matter worse?
No good can possibly accrue

God over all. blest for ever.

of vicissitude!

"THEY say!"—ah, well, suopose they do!

when,

from this scene of darkness and misery,
we look up to the throne of God, and

From telling what may be untrue,
And is it not a nobler plan
To speak of all the best you can?

"They say!"—well, if it should be so.
Why need you tell the tale of woe?
Will it the bitter wrong redress.
Or make one pang of sorrow less?
Will it the erring one restore.
Henceforward to "go and sin no more"?

"They say!"—oh, pause and look within,
See how thy heart inclines to sin;
And lost in dark temptation's hour
Thou, too. shouldst sink beneath its
power.

Pity the frail, weep o'er their fall,
But speak of good or not at all.
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(9) Acts 3:26.

Jleddxm QutUn&i
Conversion:

STANDARD

"God . . . sent his ser

vant . . . to bless you in turning every
one of you from your iniquities."

LESSON 9

Dwellers in Lydda and

Sharon.

Lesson verses; Acts 9:32-35: several of
the verses under heading Emphasis.
Memory verse: Acts 9.35.

(10) Acts 11:21. "A great number that
believed turned to the Lord."

(11) Acts 14:15.
. . you should turn
from these vain things to the living God
who made the heaven and the earth."

(12')

Acts

Objective: Turning to the Lord.

trouble thos:

Time: A.D. 36/37?

to God."

75:19.

(13) Acts 26:18.

Places: Lydda and Sharon.

"We

should

not

the Gentiles who turn

"that they may turn

11 miles from Jaffa; a station on the

from darkness towards the light and
from the t . /.ority of Satan to God"

Jaffa-Jerusalem railway.

(Auth. N.T.i.

Lydda or Led is the modem town Ludd.

Sharon is a well-watered pastui*e-land

along the Mediterranean

coast

from

Joppa to Csesarea.

persons: Peter; saints; Aeneas; Jesus
Christ: dwellers in Lydda and Sharon.
Peter: As Peter had preached in manj'

villages of the Samaritans (Acts 8:25). so
now he came to Lydda, Joppa and

Cfiesarea. Saints: Those already Chris
tians. All obedient believers in the Lord
Jesus Christ, thereby set apai't or sancti
fied. are termed saints. Aeneas: an eight
years bed-ridden paralytic of Lydda.
Message:

"Jesus Christ

Aeneas," Peter said to him.

cui'es

you,

"Rise and

make your bed."

(14) Acts 26:20.
. . they should re
pent and turn to God and perform deeds
worthy of their repentance."
(15) Luke 22:32.
"When you have
turned again strengthen your brethren."
(16) 1 Thess. 1:9. "You turned to God
from idols."

(17) 1 Peter 2:25. "For you were stray
ing like sheep, but have now returned to

the Shepherd and Guardian of your
souls."

Emphasis: Turning away from God. (18) Gal. 4:9 Auth. N.T. "But now

acknowledging

God or

you have turned back . . . ?"

(19) Heb. 12:25.

Resuits: "At once he got up, and all
who lived at Lydda and Sharon saw him,
and they came over to the Master"
(Auth. N.T.)—"turned to the Lord"
(A.V.)—became saints.
Emphasis: Turning: physical or com
parable to physical.
(1") Luke 22:61. "Tlae Master turned

rather being

acknowledged by God, how comes it that
"... how much more

we who turn our backs on him who con
fers with us from heaven."

(20) 2 Peter 2:21.

"For it would have

in the field turn not back to fetch his

been better for them never to have
known the way of rigliteousness than
after knowing it to turn back from the
holy commandment delivered to them."
"Let every one that names the name
of the Lord depart from unrighteousness
. - • fi a man purge himself from these,
he shall be vessel unto honour, sancti
fied, meet for the Master's use" (2 Tim.

coat."

2:19-21).

and looked at Peter."

(2) Matt. 24:18.
(3)

"And let him who is

Matt. 9:33.

A. HOOD.

"But Jesus turned

round and saw her and said. 'Courage,

daughter! Your faith has cured you'."
<4") Luke 2:20. "And the shepherds re

turned. glorifying and praising God."
(5) Acts 15:36. "Let us return now and
visit the brethren in every city."
(6) Luke 8:55.
"And her spirit re
turned and slie rose up immediately."
Emphasis: Turning to God.
(7"i Luke 1:16.
The angel said to
Zechariah. the father of John the Dipoer. "He shall turn many Israelites unto
the Lord their God."

(8^ Acts 3:19.

"Repent therefore and

t;um again"—be converted (A.V.),

NEWS FROM

THE CHURCHES
Birmingham, Summer Lane.—A time

of rich spiritual helpfulness was enjoyed
by all who were privileged to be at our
ninety-fourth anniversary meetings on
November 7th and 8th. On Saturday a
very fine company of brethren from all

the Midlands churches, Aylesbury and
London were with us for fellowship and
tea, At the evening meeting, over whjch
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our oldest brother. W. G. Griffin, pre
sided, we were most ably exhorted from
the Scriptures by our visitinfj speaker.

lamily

Colin Leyland of Hindley and our own

.strength which He alone can give in their

brother Marc Mounttord. Bro. Leyland
served the church morning and evening

hour of trial.

on the Lord's Day.

We were much en

couraged and built up in our holy faith

by these faithful ministrations and by
the welcome presence of all our visitors

to whom we gratefully acknowledge our
indebtedness. We thank you for all your
unstinted help and praise God for all His
unbounded love and mercy.
f. c. i>av.
Bristol,

Bedminster. — Bro.

David

Dougall has been labouring with the
Bedminster church during the month of
October. While we cannot report any
decisions,

he

has

stimulated

among our own members.

interest

Our younger

members were very busy distributing
hundreds of Truth in Love and three

thousand pamphlets immediately before
the campaign. We also used the local
Press. We are grateful to all who made

it possible for Bro. Dougall to serve in
Bristol.

A.I..D.

Dunfermline.—It is with joy that we
report the addition to the church of two

seventeen - year - old
girls:
Elizabeth
Cameron and Elizabeth Dunn, who put
on their Lord in baptism on Wednesday.
November 4th in the baptistery in Rose
Street, Kirkcaldy, kindly loaned for the
occasion. Both are daughters of church
members and it is our prayer that they
remain faithful to the end.

Our social was held on Saturday.
November 7th. when a large gathering
of over one hundred brethren from sister
churclies met in the Nethertown Insti

tute, after having first visited our new
at Buffie's Brae.
The
chairman conveyod the thanks of the
meeting-place

Dunfermline church to the gathering
and also to chuixhes from farther afield,
for their most generous response to our
appeal. This had made possible not only
the acquisition of a fine meeting-place,

but had resulted in an ingathering of
souls which far outweighed any material
benefit obtained from the bounty of
brethren. Ti-uly it was the Lord's doing
and wonderful in our eyes.
the glory.

To Him be

Unfortunately we were without our ap
pointed speaker, Bro. David Dougall.
whose accident prevented his attendance.
It Is indeed the prayer of us all that our
heavenly Father will restore him to

health and strength in His own good
time and that Sister Dougall and their
will

receive that comfort and

Bro. Dougall's place was taken by Bro.
Tom Nisbet, Haddington, and Bro. J.

McLaren, Rose Street, Kirkcaldy, who
generously volunteered their services at
very short notice. Their excellent ex

hortations on the Chi-istian way of life,
coupled with the fine singing both indi

vidual and corporate, were an inspiration
to all of us and at the same time an as
surance of the Spirit's indwelling and
uplift which will strengthen us for what
ever tasks that lie ahead of us.
W. IlKOWN.

East Ardsley.—The Church at East

Ardsley held its 44th anniversary week
end on Saturday and Sunday, October

3lst and November 1st. On Saturday tea
was provided. The evening meeting, at
which there was a goodly company from

sister churches in the county, was pre
sided over by Bro. J. Robottom. of
Wortley, who gave a good lead to the

meeting. Then followed two helpful and
thoughtful messages from Bro. T. Mc
Donald (Dewsbury) and Bro. A. Barlow
(Morley), All agreed that it had been

a time of uplift and of spiritual rejoicing.
On the Lord's Day, Bro. Barlow served

the

church,

giving

two

very

fine

messages.

Hindley.—The brethren at Hindley are
indebted to Bro. Geoffrey Lodge for his
services as preacher during a four-night
mission, October 17th to October 20th.
We appreciate his woi'k on our behalf,
and feel sure much good was done.
The message was proclaimed with sin

cerity and forcefulness, the sufferings of
the Lord Jesus were portrayed, and we
are confident the effort has helped our
work in this corner of the Lord's vine
yard. We had good attendances and
quite a few friends present to listen to

the gospel. We trust that ere long we
shall have a time of reaping. We also
thank our brethren in the district for
their support.
L. MOUr.AN.

Ince-in-Makerfield (Lanes.).—Por the
benefit of those who are Interested in
our work, and for those whose interest

has moved them to support us so gener
ously. we submit the following report.
The meeting-place in course of erec-:
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tion at Petticoat Lane has now i-eached

roof heigiit, and the roof trusses are
being assembled at the site.

The financial position is such that,
when the roof is fitted, the fund will be

exhausted, and in order that the work
may go forward it is essential that we

receive further gifts or loans.
If you can help us in any way please
contact Philip Partington, 636 Atherton
Road. Hindley Green, Wigan, Lanes.
Another £1,000 will see the building
completed and equipped.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT
£

that our sister inay be used to the honour
and glory of c- - Saviour.
n. scott.

Ulverston.—One of our Sunday school
scholars decided to follow the Lord in

the way apr ' "' ed. On Sunday evening,
8

575

4

9

£1.386

9

5

250

0

0

praise to God for the increase and we
pray God's blessing will rest upon him.
He will be a help in this small church at

761

8

7

Ulverston.

2 16

9

'.

Cost of Plot of Land

Building materials, labour,
etc
Insurance

October lit:- .ifter Bro. Crosthwaite's
address, David Racy came forward and
asked to be immersed. He was irnmersed
October 19th. David was nurtured and
brought up in a Christian home and was

a scholar in the Sunday school. We give

Wigan,
Total expenditure
Balance

We thank

God for this further proof of the power
of the Gospel unto salvation, and pray

4

Individuals 811

Total income

on Wednesday. October 7th.

d.

Contributed by the Ince
Church

Tranent.—it is with great joy that we
record that Mrs. Maisie Smith, daughter
of Sister Hogg, made the good confe.ssion
and was baptised into the name of Jesus

s.

Total gifts to date—
Churches &

STANDARD

£1,014

5

4

£372

4

1

Loughborough.—The church here has
just concluded a gospel mission held
with the lielp of our Bro. A. E. Winstanley. What an inspiring time it has been!
Visitors were present at every meeting
and many, we know, were impressed by
the truth revealed in our brother's forth

right preaching. We are pleased to re
port that one came forward, confessed
Christ and "was baptised the same hour
of the night. ' our Bro. Tom Stones, and
we feel sure that there are others to fol

low.
What might have been if Bro.
Win.stanley could have stayed longer! We
are grateful to our brother for his untii-ing eftoi-ts and to brethren from sister
churches who came and helped us.
EDMUND lUI.I..

j. mcf. bi..ack.
Albert

Street.—Well-attended

meetings with profitable teaching and in
spiring messages—this was our experi
ence on Saturday and Lord's Day October
31st and November 1st. On Saturday
afternoon Bro. Graham Gorton, of Hind-

ley. spoke on "The Church; the Body of
Christ," and Bro. Carlton Melling on
"The Churches as Local Assemblies,"
followed by discussion. Tea was served

in the schoolroom,

in the evening the

gospel was preached by Bro. Eric Winter
of Cleveleys and Bro. Ralph Limb of

Eastwood: and on Lord's Day by Bro.
Tom McDonald of Dewsbury. We feel
that seed has been sown that will bear
fi'uit in the near future.
Our sincere
thanks to these brethren and to all those

from the district churches who by their
presence and prayers helped us all to
enjoy a ROOd week-end. To God be the
glOl'yW. S^!ITII.

Newtongrange.—The church has been

richly blessed by witnessing once again
the power of the gospel. Bro. David Car
son, son of Bro. and Sis. Carson, con
fessed his faith and was baptised into
Jesus Christ on October 25th.

It is gratifying to see young people,

who have come thi'ough the Sunday
school and Bible class, decide to give
theii' lives to the Lord of glory. May tlie
Lord bless Mm in all his ways and may
he so grow in grace that he may be a

Islessing unto the Lord his God.
®

H.ALLEN.

OWTOARY

I

Oevonporti—It is with great sorrow
that we record the possing of our beloved
sister in Christ. Alice Clarke, on Wed
nesday. October 7th at the age of 72
years. Baptised October 16th, 1910, she
remained faithful to our Lord to the time
of her calling home. "Blessed are the
dead which die in the Lord." w. lakeman.
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THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD
CONFERENCE

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL, 1960

Tranent, East Lothian, Scotland,
April 16th, I960

Any intending to be present at the
conference should write Bro, Mark Plain,
32 Park Road, Tranent, East Lothian, as
soon as possible. Please state how many
will attend and how long you expect to
stay.

Preliminary Notice

It was the unanimous wish oi" those
who attended the last V.B.S. that an

other should be held next year.

We are

glad to make known that we have
booked excellent accommodation, details
as follows;

The Place. Normal College (Teachers'
Training College), Bangor, North Wales.
COMING EVENTS

Aylesbury.

All brethren are invited to

support, by their presence and prayers, a
gospel campaign to be held at Aylesbury.
November 28 to December 6th.

Details: Preacher, Bro. Henry Seidmeyer, Frankfurt. Germany. Meetings at

Guide Hall, Beaconsfield Rd., Aylesbury,
Saturday, Nov. 28th, 7.30 p.m.: Lord's
Day, Nov. 29th. 11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.:
Saturday, Dec. 5th, 7.30 p.m.; Lord's Day.
Dec. 6th, 11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m. And at
the Town Hall, Aylesbury: Monday, Tues
day, Wednesday, Thursday. Nov. 30th.
Dec, 3rd, 7.30 p.m.

The Period. Two weeks, July 23rd to
August 6th, I960 (D.V.). Brethren may
book for either one or two weeks, but
not for parts of a week.

Accommodation. This is luxurious by
past standards. The college will provide
all bed linen—we sliall not need to take
sheets, blankets, etc.
The extensive
grounds overlook the Menai Bridge and
Straits. There are two tennis courts and
ample space for games.

Meals. Breakfast 8.30 a.m.; lunch 1
p.m.; afternoon tea 4.30 p.m.: dinner 7.30
p.m. Catering, preparation, serving and
everything connected with the meals will

be done by the school domestic staff.

Rates.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Bro. D. Scott, 29 Ormiston Crescent
West, Ti-anent, East Lothian.

Adults £5 10s. per person per

week; children half price.

be strictly "first come, first served."
..Bookings,

TAKE an interest in your future. That's
where you'll spend the rest of your life.

I am astonished at the person who has
not hoarded patience for every misfor
tune and gratitude for every piece of
good fortune.

Accommoda

tion is not unlimited and bookings will
Those who book will be

asked to make a deposit of one pound
per adult and ten shillings per child.
Information. When available, fuller
details will be sent to any who ask for
them. All enquiries to: A. E. Winstanley.
43a Church Road, Tunbridge Wells.
Kent.
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