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Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it vjas in the beginning.
VOL. -'-i. No. 1

•T.ANlTAl'vY. IflSS

To All Our Readers
May 1958 be to you a year of proving again the faithfulness of the livinc Goif.

' The blessing of the Lord makes rich, and he adds no sorrow with It."

Thank you lor your loyal .support of and intej-est in the S.S throuo-hout 1957

Especially in its deepest needs did you prove true friends of this magazin^

We suggest that 2 Corinthians 4:16 and 18 gives us a hooe which will cheer and

inspire us as we move into and through the New Year.

'

Onward into Light
MOST people will agree tliat to view the world as it enters into 1958 is not a nnr!

pect that nils men with confidonce. The year 1957 ha.s been notaWe fo? ?emarkaSe

advances m science and technology. This age of nuclear physics is revolutioniSn^
oui mateiiahstic civilisation. Flying at a speed exceeding sound is now common"^
indusLiT IS bemg reorganised and sijeeded up even further bv automation- and to

achievements of the year Russia has sent earth sateflites a tSusand miles

into space, encn cling the earth every hour-and-a-half at a soeed of 18 000 miles oer
houi, tuenty-four tunes that of sound. There is serious talk of and oreoaratinn fnr
landing rockets, and even men, on the moon. And it is proposed that a debate hp

held mthe United Nations General Assembly to partition ^Se and to 5?ciSe

^heies of influence there. One wonders how long God will be oermitted to rptain

His place and His rule in the universe He has creaSl

Pei muted to retam

Progress in Fear

But can it be said that all this "progress" is giving man greater seriiritu onri

confidence tor the future? The most confirmed optimist must admit uSs he^s

blmd to what IS patent everywhere, that fear and uncertaintv cast theh shadow?
more to-day than m any age in history. Over everv United Nations
meeting, international conference and parliamentary sittino- looni ^ ^hSu

menacing clouds of The Bomb (we all know what that means/and nuclea? iniSs
Even the common people, working at their daily callings or gathered ill tS reS Lnd
Quiet ol then own homes, feel a nameless fear gnawine at their hparf-t: thof
cherished plans and hopes will be shattered. Yet%Sis^eek t?numb
m.security by adopting the philosophy common in New Testament times—"Eat driiik

and be merry, for to-morrow we die."

'

The very nations furthest advanced in the development of the horrible and in

human weapons to exterminate mankind are themselves imoelled bv fear of beiS.

outpaced by others m this devilish activity. Thousands of millions of oound^ S-l
being poured mto research and manufacture in order to attain an ad°SS^e o?
perhaps a few weeks over a potential enemy. Nations are denyin- fundl S) moral
social educational and other services for man's benefit, literally to burn the moSv
n testing weapons which, once used, will prove the annihilation of both usi?
tliose on whom they are used. To such a pass have his boasted culture technical
advancement and scientific progress brought mankind! Men are do^L all
hterally to clear themselves from the face of the earth and to live underSoiSi
Evolutionists tell us that primitive men were troglodytes, cave-dwe^fers Om/mS?r

evolution, as expounded by Herbert Spencer in the last century, insisted tS the
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theory was a law of progress not only in physical life but in the life of the mind and
spirit. Thus society Itself was evolving towards perfection in this inevitable pro
gress. Men of every nation would live together as brothers, universal peace would
reign, for "every day in every way we are getting better and better."
Civilisation as we see it to-day is sufficient answer to any theory which leaves
God out of account. Evolution or devolution?
• What materialism has brought

Now man's only hope to preserve even ohysical life, let alone spiritual, moral
and mental, lies in his burrowing beneath the ground. Solemn evidence before the
American Atomic Energv Commission was given only a few weeks ago by the emi
nent atomic physicist Edward Teller, that to ensure protection for its citizens from
the weapons which Russia would be able to rain upon the United States, two
thousand million dollars <£400,000,000) would have to be spent! That, and the
spending of still further thousands of millions on developmg nuclear and antinuclear weapons are the only remedies that the wisdom of man can envisage.

Humanly speaking, there are not only no grounds for confidence as we look

I'orwai-d into 1958, but tliere are no grounds for hope. For man's moral and spiritual
wisdom have never kept pace with his technical and scientific achievements.
The Future is with God

But the future lies not with man, but with God:
"God is still on His throne

And He will remember His own."

To-day. as in all ages. "God has not left himself without witness." In what were
seemingly the darkest days of God's people Israel there were "left seven thousand,
all the knees that had not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that had not kissed him."
Because of that faithful remnant God preserved His people. Because of Abraham's

prayers for Lot and his family in Sodom, God witliheld His righteous anger and
judgment from the city. Who is to say what unknown terrors the world is preserved
from thi-ough the presence, faithfulness and intercessions of God's children? Or
through what unconscious dangers they are brought because they are His children?
So, to continue the chorus quoted above,
"His promise is true. He will ne'er forget you:
God is still on the throne."

The sure way to preserve our sanity, balance, confidence, faith and assurance

is by "looking unto Jesus." Away from the circumstances around and constantly
with us- our hopes and interests not fastened upon them, but upon the Eternal
God. Everything in the world is shaken and changing and will pass away. Only oi
God is it said "I change not." and of Jesus Christ, "the same yesterday, to-day and
for ever."

Wiiat a glorious text is tliat in 2 Cor. 4:16 and 18! "So we do not lose heart.
Though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed every
day
Because we look not to the things that are seen, but to the things that are
unseen; for the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen

are eternal."

This is all tlie hope and confidence we can possibly need for another year. "My
grace is sufficient for thee."
EDITOR.

CONDUCTED BY

L. CHANNING

•tidn box

Send your questions
direct to L. ChaDulng,
9 Ripon Street,
Aylesbury, Bucks

X AM very happy to be able to resume this feature once again, and regret that there
has been such a long and unavoidable delay in answering questions submitted. I
also take this opportunity of expressing my deep appreciation of all the messages of

brotherly love which I received during my re cent illne ss.

Q. (a) Does a baby inherit sin in any form? (b) Can we say (scripturally) that
an infant, dying, is saved?

A.

(a) The doctrine of Original Sin, or, as it is sometimes called, Hereditary

Total Depravity, is not in the scriptures. Even the proof-texts advanced in attempts

to prove the doctrine, if examined without bias will clearly show this. Exodus 20:?

IBS S0mPlT7A& 8fAMl>ARD

t

is one of these texts: "... for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the
iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of
them that hate me." But this passage cannot bear the inerpretation the theory

requires. The statement is not of universal application, as the theory of Total
Depravity demands, for here only one class is in view: " . . . of them that hate me."'
The next verse also denies such an interpretation, for how could the Lord God be

said to be " . . . shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keen my
commandments" when visiting the guilt of their ungodly parents upon them?
To formulate a doctrine without taking into consideration all that the scriptures

teach upoh the subject is bad, but to attempt to support that doctrine by an inter
pretation of a passage which ignores the context is worse. Reference to the con
text shows that this statement, as the rest of the passage, was made to the nation

of Israel alone, and to no-one else (see Ex. 20:1-2). At the most, therefore, even
if true the doctrine would apply only to this one nation. In any case, since the Law
has been done away in Christ, (2. Cor. 3; Col. 2:13-17; Gal. 4:21-31), it would not be
in force to-day.

Further examination of the context shows that the command forbids idolatry,
and warns the children of Israel against its results. Certain practices, especially
sexual, were associated with idolatry, which would leave not only their moral results
upon the nation, but their physical results in their children. That sin often
involves in its results those who are innocent is in keeping with its terrible charac
ter, but it is also a law of nature as well. This passage then is speaking of the
hereditary results of sin, and not of hereditary guilt, an entirely different thing.
Psalm 51:5 is often put forward to support the doctrine of Original Sin: "Behold,
I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me." But again, exami
nation of the context shows that it cannot bear this construction. The interpretation
makes David plead that he was not responsible for sinning, in that, because of his
inherited sin, he had no other choice. But this is just the reverse of what David
says, for he fully acknowledges his personal responsibility—"For I acknowledge my
transgression: and my sin is ever before me" (verse 3) and does not claim enslave
ment to a hereditary principle.
When David says " . . . in sin did my mother conceive me" he is speaking not
of his own sin, but of that of his mother, whatever that might have been. When
he says, "Behold, I was shapen in iniquity," or better still as the A.S.V. renders it,
" . . . I was brought forth in iniquity" he was speaking of being bom into a sinful
world, as is common to all. To say that this means that David was brought forth
with a corrupt nature, is equal to saying that when those in Jerusalem said, "And
how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were bom?" they were claim
ing that they were bom talking!
That David knew nothing of hereditary sin is abundantly clear from Psalm 58:3,
where he says; "The wicked are estranged from the womb: they go astray as soon
as they be born, speaking lies." We ask how could they go astray from birth, when
according to the Original Sin theorists, they are already astray, "born in sin," and
"utterly depraved," before birth?

Another passage advanced to support this theory is Ephesians 2:3, where Paul
speaks of the Ephesians as those who had been " . . . by nature the children of
wrath, even as others." But in the same passage Paul also shows why they were
in this condition: not because of any compelling hereditary sin, but because of their
own free choice in the matter. He reminds them that in times past they had " . . .

walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power
of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience." Their lives
had been " . . . in the lusts of the flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of
the mind."

But not only does the Bible fail to uphold the doctrine of hereditary sin; it
absolutely denies it, Ezekiel 18 gives the complete answer, for here it is shown that
sin can no more be inherited than can righteousness. Then in verse 20, we find a
categorical denial of the doctrine: "The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son
shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity
of the son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wicked
ness of the wicked shall be upon him."

However, the questioner asks, does the child inherit sin in any form? The answer
is, that the only thing it inherits is the result of sin, and not the guilt of sin. In
warning Adam against disobedience—that he was not to eat of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil—the Lord God said, " . . . for in the day that thou
eatest thereof, dying shalt thou die" (Genesis 2:17 marg.). When Adam disobeyed
two results ensued: firstly, he was separated from God, which is spiritual death;
secondly, he became subject to physical death. All mankind not in Christ is separated
from God, and therefore under spiritual death. But every one, whether in Christ
or out of Christ, is subject to physical death: " . . . by one man sin entered into
the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have
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sinned." (Romans 5:12).

Only in the resurrection will physical death be overcome,

(see 1 Cor. 15), and the whole man, body and soul, be r^eemed, (see Rom. 4:23). A
child therefore only inherits these results of sin, and not the guilt. When we stand
before the judgment seat of Christ, as each one must, it will be " . . . that each
one may receive the things done through the body, according to what he hath done,
whether it be good or bad." (2 Cor. 5:10, R.V. marg.). Note, it will be to receive
according to that which we have done in our own bodies, not Adam's or anyone
else's body.

(b) As to the second part of the question, whether or not we can say from the
scriptures that a baby on dying is definitely saved: this writer does not know of any
specific scriptural statement on the subject, but nevertheless the teaching in regard
to the question is plain. The scriptures are definite as to what constitutes sin.
1 John 3:4 says, "Whosoever comiiiitteth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is
the transgression of the law." They are equally definite in stating that, " . . . for
where no law is, there is no transgression." (Romans 4:15). Therefore, a child who
ha.s not come to the age of reason, and so is unable to understand the law of God
relative to sin and salvation, is not under that law, cannot transgress it, and thereby
is not imder the guilt of sin.

This righteousness of the child is recognised by the Lord. In Matthew 19:14 our
Lord says, "Sufter little children, and forbid them not, to come luito me: for of such

is the kingdom of heaven." Jesus is not saying that the kingdom of heaven will be
made up of little children, but of persons of the like character to little children.
However, since the Lord made little children examples of the righteousness his
followers should achieve, it follows that, in their freedom from transgression of the
law of God, they are regarded as righteous by the Lord, and will receive a righteous
reward.

Christian Science, Cult of Mary Baker Eddy
(3) "SOUL is immortal because it is spirit, which has no element of self-destruction.
Is man lost spiritually? No, he can only lose a sense material. All sin is of the flesh.
It cannot be spiritual. Sin exists here or hereafter only so long as the illusion of
mind in matter remains.

It is a sense of sin, and not a sinful soul which is lost."
iS.&H., p. 311, 7-13).
The assertion that soul is immortal is one that scripture does not make. Jesus
"brought life and immortality to light" (2 Tim. 1:10). It was not to be found
previously and so could not be inlierent in all souls as here asserted. Again, the
blessed at the last day will "put on immortality" (1 Cor. 15:53) presumably where
it previously did not rest. This is a common error among many sects, but the truth
is that God confers immortality on whomsoever he will—hence the reason for the
casting forth from the garden of Eden — "lest he eat of the tree of life and live
for ever." Man has never yet eaten of that tree and is not yet immortal.

To suggest that sin is a mere illusion makes Jesus's mission on earth foolish.
Jesus came to seek and to save the lost (Luke 19:10)—was he anxious to gather up
a collection of discarded "senses of sin"? What utter nonsense.

(4) "Man is incapable of sin, sickness, and death. The real man cannot depart
from holiness, nor can God, by whom man is evolved, engender the capacity or
freedom to sin." This carries the last set of assertions to their ultimate inevitable

rash climax. Jesus died and rose again for our justification—which this lady tells
us was quite unnecessary (Rom. 4:24-25).
(5) "Who dares to say that the sense of man can be at one time the medium for

sinning against God, at another the medium for obeying God? An affirmative reply
would contradict the Scripture, for the same fountain sendeth not forth sweet
waters and bitter. (S. & H., p. 489, 19-23).

This shows how little real thought or study of the scriptures lies behind this
book. Clearly the sense of hearing by which faith cometh (Rom. 10:17) can also be
used to seduce to sin. this ought not to be so in the consecrated, but moral respon
sibility and accountability are the operative agents here—no result is achieved by
denying the possibility. (James 3:7-12).

(6) "Will-power is but a product of belief, and this belief commits depradations
on harmony. Human will is an animal propensity, not a faculty of Soul. Hence it
cannot govern man aright. Christian Science reveals ti-uth and love as the motive

powers of man. Will—blind, stubborn, and liead-long—co-operates with appetite
and passion. Prom this co-operation arises its evil. Prom this also comes its powerlessness, since all power belongs to God, good." iS. & H., p. 490, 3-11).
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Again a devastating over-statement, a generalisation from some non-typical

instance. Like the tongue, etc., the will-power can be used for God or against Him.
Any real scientist would analyse much more carefully than this. (Josh. 24:14-18).

Wrong views of Baptism and the Lord's Supper and Atonement
(1) "To the ritualistic priest and the hypocritical Pharisee Jesus said, 'The

publicans and the harlots go into the Kingdom of God before you.' Jesus' history

made a new calendar, which we call the Christian era; but he established no rituai-

istic worship. He knew that men can be baptized, partake of the Eukarist, support

the clergy, observe the Sabbath, make long prayers, and yet be sensual and sinful."
(S. & H., p. 20, 6-13). Yet it was Jesus who said of the Lord's supper, "Do this in
remembrance of me." (Luke 22:19) and in the great commission "Teach all nations,
baptizing them ..." (Matt. 28:19). Both of these things are rites if the word is
correctly used.

(2) "The spiritual essence of blood is sacrifice. The efficacy of Jesus' spu-itual

offering is infinitely greater than can be expressed by our sense of human blood. The
material blood of Jesus was no more efficacious to cleanse from sin when it was

shed upon 'the accursed tree,' than when it was flowing in his veins as he went daily
about his Father's business. His true flesh and blood were his Life; and they truly
eat his flesh and drink his blood, who partake of that divine Life" is. & H., p. 25,

3-12). Heb. 9:22 enunciates an age-abiding principle given its ultimate interpreta^
tion on Calvary: "Without the shedding of blood, there is no remission."

The

material blood is not of value, but Jesus' submission of his own will-power to that

of the Father as he allowed his blood to be shed is the pivot on which God's plan

of salvation hinges; but of course Christian Scientists have no use for salvation and
so have to spiritualise away the precious blood.

(3) "When our great Teacher came to him for bantism , John was astounded.
Reading his thoughts, Jesus added: 'Suffer it to be so' now,for thus it becometh us
to fulfill all righteousness.' Jesus' concessions (in certain cases) to material methods
were for the advancement of spiritual good." rs. & H., p. 56, 1-6]. "It becometh us

to fulfill all righteousness" is hardly an apt description of a compromise, as Mrs.

Eddy makes this out to be. John's astonishment was because he knew Jesus to be

sinless and to have no need of repentance. John was no party to foisting off a

second-rate method of worship, as Mrs. Eddy suggests, for in the same context he

declared "I have need to be baptised of thee (Jesus)." Baptism was not called in
question by either, but rather sanctioned and approved by the example of the Christ.
(To be continued)

G. LODGE.

will be engaged in other studies as well.
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SCRIP'fOliE
READINGS

'the soul fit

nourishment'

when earnestly entered upon and con
tinued over the years.
At the time we knew Bro. and Sis.
George Scott

of

South

Africa—since

then both have passed to their rest—

Jan.
5—2 Samuel 15:17-30.
12-^ob 19.
19—Job 14.

John 11: 1-16.

„
.,
„

26—Exodus 28:1-12.

11:17-32.
11:33-34.
11:45-57.

Introduction to Readings for 1958
1. The impression we received from

from those who commented on our plan
for 1957 involving a main study in the
Old Testament, is that the more usual

plan is preferred.
We have therefore
returned to that arrangement, making

Old Testament readings to bear upon
those in the New and taking a continua
tion of readings in the gospel of
John up to June 22nd. This we think
is a good exercise for all members—to
give very special attention to one book

for a time. Very careful study of the
Word is always repaid richly, and of
course

This gives

no

Christian

can

be satisfied

with merely reading in one book, but

they had read through the good Book, I
think, 38 times together. "Their saintly

self-sacrificing lives reflected this sacred

exercise, which was no mere cursory
reading, and represented only a part of
their constant attention to God's spiri
tual food.

2. We had one request for the readings
to be shorter as a general rule. This we
have attended to and we hope have not
gone too far in that direction.

An in

stance of the change is seen perhaps
most clearly in the January readings
where the incident of the raising of
Lazarus is divided into four. We believe
all will agree that there is abundance

of material for thought in each of the
four sections, but some might well think

we are taking too long on one incident,
when there is sucli a tremendous field
for exploration in our precious New

Covenant writings.

However, we have

considered this somewhat along these
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lines—it is better to think carefully and

too, we have to come back to that calm

attentively over a small passage than to

trust in the Almighty, and the faith of
Abraham, 'Shall not the Judge of all
the earth do right?' So the friends of

skim over a long one.

It is only too

easy to read without imderstanding, and
meditation on a few words is generally
more fruitful for growth in knowledge,
and therefore in grace.

Jesus felt He had been unkind in delay

ing His coming to Bethany. We wonder
without daring to be dogmatic whether

3. We pray that God will bless His
Word in our public reading of it. May
the readers prepare themselves to give
the sense (Nehemiah 8:8), which they
can do by first understanding, and then
reading with expression.
May the
hearers follow with them, and receive
spiritual instruction.

the 'wailing' (see R.V. margin) deeply
grieved Him who knew that for Lazarus
—if we rightly judge the character of

Thomas, fearful but loyal (11:16)

Jesu was 'moved with indignation in
Himself (verses 33 and 38) at the loud

It was clear as day to the disciples

him whom Jesus loved, and in whose
home He found rest—'to die was very

far better' (Phil. 1:23). Why should he
be 'awakened out of sleep' to die again,

and again bring about the accession of
grief his first departm-e had caused?

knew something of His powers, and that

and long lamentations; something that
was wi'ong grieved Him. Nevertheless

He had not used His popularity to get
support by force. In fact He had re

He Himself wept out of close and loving
sympathy for those who had suffered

that Jesus was hated by the rulers. They

fused the desire of the crowd to take

the loss of a loved one.

Htm and make Him king.

learn to exercise the same sympathy but

Peter had

And we must

said, 'This shall never be unto Thee'

we must not sorrow; as those without

(Matt. 16:22), when the Saviour prophe
sied His death, in their conception of
things it was not possible that He should
be the Messiah and also the suffering

hope when those who die are trusting in
Jesus. We mal grieve rightly when lives
are unnecessarily shortened by folly, or
are rendered fruitless by failure to abide

sacrifice, and how could men overcome

in Christ.

One who had power over sea and storm
and over devils and death?

Neverthe

less it was now borne in upon Thomas
that the next visit to Jerusalem would
mean death to their beloved teacher. It
had been clear that the Jewish leaders

were determined to put Him to death,
and He had not used His power to do
more than refute their arguments, thus

enraging

them still more.

He had

escaped their hands without the exer

It would appear that the family at
Bethany had influential friends in
Jerusalem, and the impossibility of deny

ing the miracle performed in circum
stances like these

aroused

such fears

among the rulers as to be almost the
immediate cause of the plot and execu
tion of Jesus. They even plotted to mur
der Lazarus who became the strongest
witness, without saying a word, of His
Christhood.

R. B. SCOTT.

cise of violence, and all His life and

teaching was against violence.
Thomas's fears were entirely justified,
but he was both loyal and courageous.
To him it was worth while to follow his
leader and die with Him. We have no

reason to doubt either his loyalty or his
courage at this point. Subsequently he
did with the other disciples fail at the
hour of crisis—let those of us who have

faced death for Christ,

or are quite

Dear Bro. Editor,—I leel I ought to
write and express the appreciation of
many of your readers, of the scripture
reading expositions so ably presented to
us by our esteemed Bro. R. B. Scott.
For many years now many have en
joyed reading these expositions. As one
who has done a little writing myself, I
know what time and preparation go into

sure we should not fail imder such cir

this work, and feel the least we can do

cumstances, cast the first stone at him!

it to offer our warmest thanks to Bro.

It was with these solemn thoughts that

the

little

band

wended

its

way

to

Bethany to meet more sorrow still. But
it was to witness perhaps the greatest
of the signs which Jesus gave of His
supreme power, identifying Himself so
clearly with the Father (verses 41 and
42), and yet manifesting His sympathy
and love with humanity.

'If thou hadst been here' (vv. 21. 32, 37)
This rebuke, however tenderly spoken,
or however antagonistic, reminds us of
the querulous cry, 'Why does God allow
war, etc., etc.?'

And in our own times

of distress and doubt, we incline, like
the Psalmist, to say, 'Why standest thou
afar oflf, O Jehovah?' Like the Psalmist,

Scott.

I trust he will be able for many years
to give us the benefit of his thoughts
through these expositions.
HAROLD BAINES.

SCRIPTURE READING

CARDS

FOR 1958

These will be obtainable by the end of
this year from Bro. Paul Jones, 41 Pendragon Road, Birmingham 22a. Please
state number required and enclose postal
order or stamps to cover cost of Id. per
card.
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fruit may yet be yielded to the glory of

NEWS FROM
THE CHURCHES

God.

We were particularly pleased by the

large number of friends who att^ded,

and the loyal support of many brethren
in the Wigan area. Thanks also to

Great Yarmouth.—^As we stood on the
river side watching the lights of some

of the boats gradually recede from view,
having listened to the good wishes of
brethren and friends, and felt the warm

clasp of the hand, we realised we had
come to the end of another season with
the fishermen. After fully six weeks the

brethren from Blackburn, who came to

give us valuable support.

We thank

Albert for the inspiring messages, and

trust he may be spared for a long time
to serve the Master he loves,

l. morgan.

ince-in-Makerfield (Wigan). — Rejoice
with us, brethren, because of a further
manifestation of the power of the gospel

elusive herring had moved from the East

of Christ.

Anglian fishing grounds, and the fisher

24th, 1957, Jacqueline Jackson stepped
forward boldly to accept Christ as her
Saviour and was baptised into Him the
same hour of the night. Brother Andrew

men too were on the move to seek a live
lihood nearer home.

At the beginning of the season, we

On Lord's Day, November

had come to Great Yarmouth full of

Gardiner laboured with us in the gospel

hope for a time of rich spiritual fellow

from November I6th to December 1st,

harvest from the sea, and we were not

1957. He preached the Word clearly and
boldly to well-attended meetings. Pray

ship, good meetings, and a bountiful

disappointed. There were fifteen bi*ethren in fellowship, including four who
were on holiday for three weeks. Apart

from exhorting and preaching the gos
pel the fishermen, with the assistance of
Bro. Falconer from the Church at Peter-

head, ably ministered at all the services
with the humility and reverence charac
teristic of them. These were occasions
when we received a wonderful blessing
from the presence of ihe Lord. The

gospel meetings were very well attended
by non-members throughout the period,
and some who had

not attended

our

meetings in previous years came to hear
the gospel. At the rally, reported in last
month's Scripture Standard, there was
an attendance of over fifty non-mem-

bers.

The attendance of non-members

at our meetings is improving every year.
A Bible Study was held on Saturdays,
when we studied some of the fundamen
tals.

The harvest from the sea was better

with us for a further increase, and give
God the glory.

Kirkby-in-Ashfield, Beulah Road. — We
celebrated our thirty-third anniversary
on Saturday, November 23rd, in com

pany with many visiting brethren who
came to support us. A good number sat
down to tea. Nearly a hundred heard
Bro. L. Morgan, of Hindley, speafe on
'The Life and the Light of Men'—a re
vealing exhortation, and Bro. S. Jepson,
of Ilkeston, on 'The First Church Roll'.
Our brethren served us well, and the

fellowship in praise helped to make this
a refreshing occasion, despite the slight
inconvenience of the repairs which we
regret had to be commenced owing to
their urgency. The Lord's Day meetings
were well attended and Bro. Morgan
was of great service to the church in
his ministry of the Word. We thank
him and all who helped to make the
week-end a success.

t. woodhouse.

than on previous years, and as we left

Loughborough Church withdraws from

Great Yarmouth and counted our bless

the Association of Churches of Christ

ings we thanked God.
On behalf of the fishermen, let me
tender our sincere thanks to all who

helped to make this mission possible—
to the brethren who sponsored it: to
those who travelled to be with us over

the rally week-end: to all who in any

way helled us; and above all to God, to
whom bB all the glory,

david dougall.

The Church meeting in Argyle Street,
HIndiey, had the services of Bro. A. E.
Winstanley, Tunbridge Wells, for a mis
sion during November. We planned for
nine nights, November 2nd to the 10th,
but

the

interest

and

attendance

of

friends was so great that we continued
the mission for three more nights.

Bro.

Winstanley proclaimed the word faith
fully and spared no effort to interest
men and women in the gospel. We can

not report additions, but we pray that

Resolution passed November I9th, 1957

by the Church of Christ meeting in
Oxford Street, Loughborough:—
'That we cease to be a

member of

the Co-operation (now called the As
sociation of Churches of Christ), it

having become digressive, modernistic
and sectarian in outlook.

have no need, or use,

organisation.

That we

for such an

At the same time, we

extend the hand of Christian fellow

ship to both Churches and individuals
who desire to remain loyal to New
Testament teaching, and to contend
for the faith once for all delivered.—

Signed on behalf of the Church; Peter
Hill, Barry Sharpe, Basil Jayne, Ed
mund Hill.'

In a letter sent with the above notice,
Bro. Edmund Hill writes: 'This church

is the oldest in the Leicester district and.
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joined the Co-operation when it was first
formed in 1842, I have waited a long

time for this, and I wanted to keep the
church together. Tliis has been done,'
We warmly congratulate the brethren
at Loughborough in having taken this

decision.

We know they will not regret

it, and we appeal confidently for
churches and brethren to give all the
support possible.

church many years.

We commend her,

and her husband our brother Harold
Kendall, to the grace of God for conso

lation in this time of sorrow. Her moi-tal

remains were laid to rest at the City
crmotsry cn December gth, after a short

service held in our own chapel conducted
by two of our elders, Brethren M. Mountford and A. J. Eccles.
i-. c, day.

tiniTou.

Woodstock, Capetown.—A man and his
wife were baptised into Christ on Octo
ber 27th, due to the efforts of the breth

Slamannan.—We deeply regret to an
nounce the passing on October 13th,

With other brethren, I was at a

1957. of oiu' esteemed Bro. William Hun
ter. aged seventy-eight years. For over

cottage meeting at Southfield. one of the

thirty years he worshipped with the

ren.

southern suburbs, where there were some

who had left the English Church and
were eager to know more about the New
Testament pattern.
On

November

4th

we

witnessed

a

woman baptised into Christ, due to the

efforts

of

the

brethren

labouring

at

Simonstown. Praise the Loi-d for these
dear souls. Pi-om November 6th to 16th

a 'Back-to-the-Bible' campaign was held
in the Clinic Hall, Simonstown, con
ducted by Bro. Steyn, and continued
from 18th to 23rd with the Woodstock

assembly.

May these seasons of refreshing cause
us to feel thankful that God has saved

us, not to keep His salvation to ourselves
but to share it with others, t. w. n.\RTi.!;.

IIEIMEOail
Birmingham, Summer Lane—'Blessed are
dead that die in the Lord.'

Our sister

Mrs. Margaret Houseman fell asleep in
Josus on December 4th. She was seventyfive years of age.

brethren at Slamannan and during the
greater part of that period was an elder.
He was a faithful servant as shown by
his consistent life and regular attend
ance at the Lord's Table until his in

capacity, about two years prior to his
death. He, along with another brother,
used to cycle or walk the five miles to

and

from

the

meeting-house.

heavy snowstorms

did not

deter

Even
him

from the Lord's Table.

Bi-o. Hunter was an earnest, conse

crated worker in the vineyard of the

Lord. Ever enthusiastic for the progress
liked nothing better
than to converse on God's great promises

of the truth, he

and to give to all with whom he asso
ciated a reason tor the hope within him.
It can be truly said of him;
•Only remembered by what he hath
done."

He

was

laid

to

rest

in

Whitburn

cemotery, the funeral service being con
ducted by Bro. John Gibb. Our deepest
sympathy
wife.

is

extended

to his beloved
M. NKILSON.

Although she was in

her seventieth year when she was bap
tised. she was faithful in all things
during the short time

of

her

mem

bership with the church.
Her only
daughter, Mrs, Mai^ Kendall, passed

SPRING CONFERENCE

Will any chm'ch desirous of entertain

right through our Bible school from in

ing the Spring Conference on April 5th,
1958, please communicate with A. Hood,

fancy and has been a member of the

Secretary of Conference Committee?
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Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning*
VOL. 24. No. 2

PEBRUAKT, 19S8

The Triple Crown
ON certain ceremonial occasions the Pope wears his tiara or triple crown. In earliest
times he was distinguished by his high pointed cap, richly jewelled. Afterwards this
was encompassed by a crown, later surmounted by a second crown, and finally by a
third. This triple crown is a symbol of papal sovereignty over the spiritual, tem
poral and purgatorial realms. No one disputes his claims to the latter realm, for no
such place exists. He is welcome to rule over this imaginary kingdom. Purgatory
is the greatest means of raising money by false pretences the world can ever conceive.
So far as regards the Pope's claim to temporal sovereignty no one takes that
seriously. Throughout history kingdom after kingdom has renounced that myth.
But the claim to authority in the spiritual heavenly realm, to "loose and unloose"
and to be the Vicar of Jesus Christ are blasphemies typical of this arrogant counter
feit of Christ's church. Is it anything else but blasphemy for a man or system to
take the place and authority that belong to the Lord Jesus Christ, of whom alone

it is written that "on his head were many crowns" (Rev. 19:12)? So the hymn praises
the Son of God in the words "CroM^oi Him with many crowns."
In quite another category are the three crowns placed upon the head of a
monarch of Britain at different stages of the coronation ceremony. These three
crowns—King Edward the Confessor's crown, the Imperial State Crown, and the
crown specially made for the occasion—are all highly symbolic, but of an earthly,
not a heavenly kingdom. The crown, in whatever connection it be used, is symbolic
of glory, power, authority and victory.
Diadem and Wreath

As with many other symbols of glory the Bible uses the crown as depicting the
heavenly and spiritual. Our highest ideals of attainment are conveyed by a crown.
The word of God takes that ideal and uses it to illustrate the highest spiritual
glory, power, authority and victory.
Variovis crowns are spoken of in Scripture. First, there is that translated in the
Revised Version as "diadem," although appearing in the Authorised Version as
"crown." The diadem is a mark of royalty, either real or usurped. All the passages
speaking of diadems are contained in the book of Revelations, in 19 :12, as we
have seen, it is "the Faithful and True one" who is so crowned. In 12 :3 it is the

usurping red dragon, the enemy of Christ and His church, who is crowned with
seven diadems; and in 13:1 it is the beast with a blasphemous name who has ten
diadems upon his ten horns.
The only true wearer of this diadem is the Lord Jesus Christ, King of kings,
Lord of lords, conqueror of sin and death, "the Lamb who by his blood ransomed
men for God from every tribe and tongue and people and nation" (Rev. 5:9). Earth
re-echoes the praises of heaven in such hymns as
"Bring forth the royal diadem
And crown Him Lord of all."

and—

"Look, ye saints, the sight is glorious:
See the Man of sorrows now

From the fight returned victorious;
Every knee to Him shall bow.
Crown Him, crown Him,
Crowns become the Victor's brow."

Then there is the crown as a badge of victory. The victors in the ancient Greek

games were crowned with wreaths of laurd, wild olive or other plant. Taking an
illustration from this Paul writes, "They do it to obtain a perishable wreath, but

w© an imperishable."

(I Cor. 9:25). As distinguished from the royal

this
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crown was the stephanos, and is referred to in Matt. 27:29; 2 Tim. 2:5; 2 Tim. 4:8;
Jas 1-12; 1 Pet. 5:4 and Rev. 2:10. The passage in Matthew tells how the soldiers

plaited a crown of thorns and put it on the head of Jesus. So much for the kingship

of this Galilean carpenter! Yet unconsciously they were crowning Him victor over
the powers of darkness.
Crowns that fade not

Others of these passages are worthy of being enlarged upon a little. In James
ri2 and Rev. 2:4 the one who endures, who is faithful unto death, is promised the
"crown of life." In 1 Peter 5:4 faithful and willmg shepherds of the flock of
God are to be rewarded with the "unfading crown of glory."
And in 2 Tim.
4:8 Paul in almost his last written words expresses his certainty of receiving the
"crown of righteousness." As certain as Paul was, so certain can we be, for the
crown is not to him only, but to all who have loved the appearing, the manifestation,
the first coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The things that fill men's thoughts to-day will be no more to-morrow. "The

glory that was Greece and the grandeur that was Rome" are to-day simply terms
reminding us of long-past civilisations and departed glories. The "eternal city."
Rome, shall pass like any other city of earth. The only eternal city is the "Jerusalem
above," "the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God."
Glory, life, righteousness, the triple crown of unfading, eternal things. We
can wear that crown.

He who is crowned with glory and honour tells us that He is commg again, to

make all things new, His words are encouragement and warning: "I am coming

soon- hold fast what you have, so that no one may seize your crown." (Rev. 3:11).
EDITOR.

Christian Science, Cult of Mary Eddy Baker
(V.

Faith Healing

AS this has been the real root of success in the spread of this cult, some attempt
must be made to assess the claims to faith healing by Christian Science. This could

be a very long and unprofitable study, but a little of Mrs. Eddy's own evidence will
be sufficient for most thoughtful people to form a fair opinion of her prowess in this
field- "One whom I rescued from seeming spiritual oblivion, in which the senses had

engulfed him. wrote to me: 'I should have died, but for the glorious Principle you
teach,—suppoi'ting the power of mind over the body and showing me the nothing
ness of the so-called pleasures and pains of sense. The treatises I had read and the
medicines I had taken Fclearly a thoroughgoing hypochondriac—G.L.] only aban
doned me to more hopeless suffering and despair. Adherence to hygiene was useless.
Mortal mind needed to be set right. The ailment was not bodily but mental. [Too

true—G.L.I, and I was cured when I learned my way in Christian Science.""
(.Science & Health, p. 382, 24 - p. 383. 2),

Without any skill as a healer, and possessing just a basic working knowledge

of psychology. I could have prescribed many another cure for such a man, though
he might not have enjoyed mine so well. Neux-otics of this kind are the backbone of
the movement's healing success as may readily be seen by reading through the

chapter in S & H headed "Fruitage" (another of Mrs. Eddy's own words). I spare
you the weariness, and quote just one case: "For a number of years I was a weary
woman not ill enough in health to be called an invalid, but suffering more than
could be told with fatigue and weakness. ["Maungy" we call it in Yorkshire—G.L.].
Peeling that this was God's will, I did not ask to be healed, although I was con
stantly doctoring. I suffered with dyspepsia, congestion of the liver [both due to lack
of exercise'>—G L 1 and many other things, including weak eyesight. With all the
medicine, and with different changes for rest. I never regained health, and thought
I never should, so I prayed for grace to bear my cross patiently for others' sake.

One day while Iving on my couch exhausted, which had become a frequent experi

ence the words came to me: 'Whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall
receive' I rose, knelt down and said, 'O God, make me well." I was telling a friend

this and she kindly gave me a 'Sentinel.' Imagine my joy when I saw the testi
monies of healing! I believed them, remembering our Lord's words, "Blessed are

they that have not seen, and yet have believed.'
"I obtained a copy of Science c& Health and before a week had passed. I realised
that if God was my all I needed no glasses. My eyes were healed in a few days,
and since then I have never thought of glasses. I was also cured of dyspepsia, and

nothing that I have eaten has hurt me since then. The belief in health laws was
next destroyed, by knowing that our heavenly Father did not make them, and from
this has come the beautiful experience of the overcoming of fatigue.
"For this alone I can never be thankful enough. True indeed are the words,
'Thev shall run, and not be weary.' This was more than a year ago, and I can say

that not once have I felt inclined to lie on the couch, nor have I had a headache,

although I am doing more woi-k than ever before. fThere's the real cure—G.L.]. Fear

has also been overcome in many ways."—A.L.. Chelmsford. England (S. & H-t

pp. 677 and 6781,

Pleading for a complete return to CkristUmity
as it was in the beginning.
VOL. 24. No. 9

SEPTEMBER, 1968

On Reading the Bible
"BUT there are also many other things which Jesus did; were every one of them
to be written, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books . .
So
write the apostle John in his gospel recordThousands of writers of religious books have done their best to prove the truth

of those words. Countless books have been written on the life of Christ, His
teaching and His works. Commentaries innumerable have been produced on every
book, chapter and almost every verse of Scripture; the great i)assages of the Bible
have found voluminous expositors; while some of the very words of God's revelation

have had massive works written around them to enlarge upon the mpaning and
application of those words. "Of making of many books there is no end" is true
in the world of religion as in every other walk in life.
The Bible explains itself

Many of these books could well be done away with without Christians and Bible

students being any the poorer. We have all had the experience of turning to a
commentary for light upon some Scripture passage, only to find that the commenta

tors are often as much in the dark as we are. One commentary advances one

exposition, another brings out a fresh and sometimes a totally contrary meaning,
and we are left bewildered as to the meaning of the passage we are studying. The
story is told of a Negro who was given a commentary on some of the Bible. When

he was later asked by the donor whether he had found the commentary useful.
Sambo replied, "Yes, massa; I sure foimd the Bible done throw a lot of light on
dat commentary." Read, for instance (if you can!) some of the commentaries on

the Epistle to the Romans, and see if you have any better imderstanding of the
Epistle than before.

Such theologians as Karl Barth and TCmji Brunner have

produced enormous studies of epistles and great doctrines of the New Testament,
but their expositions are far more difficult to understand than are the epistles and
doctrines themselves as found in the Bible. The finest commentary on Romans we
have ever read is the translation of that epistle in the "Goodspeed Bible." "God
is His own interpreter and He will make it plain" is true of the Bible, as of all
God's dealings with His people.

Why are we saying all this? Because in the first place much of this work

of commentary and exposition contributes to the widely-held impression that the
Bible is a book impossible to understand without the help of such works; and In

the second place there is the tendency and temptation to try to get at the meaning
of Scripture by a short-cut method—finding out what other men say it means
rather than reading what the Scripture actually says. In such cases commentaries

£ind "Bible helps" are, in a sense, crutches which, rather than aiding us to walk,
prevent our "doing so because we are not exercising our powers as we should. There
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comes a time when crutches are better thrown away, that we may stand and walk

upon our own feet. Equally so with Bible commentaries: they are better left alone
when they do not stimulate but rather hinder Bible study. But the Bible cannot
be managed without. It is the necessary book which remains.
It is said that a man who had a theological library of about two thousand books

one day took them to the bottom of his garden andset fire to them. He commented
that he had got more light from his books that day than ever before!
The Bible alone

We are not suggesting that literature aiming to give clearer understanding of
the Bible should be scorned, nor that we should pride ourselves upon our ignorance
of what scholars teach concerning Scripture. We are indebted to their research
and knowledge for many background facts of the Bible, and for exposition of

Scripture words which we could not understand unless we be Hebrew and Greek

scholars. But we are advocating that we read and study the Bible itself more. One

day in the Wigan Reference Library a lawyer asked the library assistant for a

certain Act of Parliament. "Do you want a commentary on the Act?" asked the
librarian "No" replied the lawyer, "I want to see what the Act itself says. Com
mentators attach their own meaning to Acts." Truly, in another sense, commentators

have given their own meanings to the book of Acts in the New Testament!
Another common practice which detracts from the authority and necesstiy of
the Bible is that adopted by religious sects like the Latter Day Saints, Jehovah's
Witnesses and Christian Science. The first insist that the Bible is the divinely-

inspired word of God, authentic and authoritative, but that it cannot be fully under
stood without their Book of Mormon. They will point out "contradictory" and
"mysterious" passages in Scripture which, they say, are explained only in the Book
of Morjnon. Thus the Scriptures alone are made of little use; we must have the
Scriptures and the Book of Marmon. Yet the latter book is a collection of nonsense

which one finds it hard to believe anyone can accept as truth. To claim that such
a farrago is. divinely given is a libel upon God. Jehovah's Witnesses, too, claim
to accept the Bible as the revealed and infallible word of God. but only in their

own translation, the New World Scriptures. This translation bolsters up their own

fantastic teachings, and must be supported by the numerous publications issued

through their own authors and from their own presses.
It can be said that- one can be a perfectly good Jehovah's Witness even if he

knows nothing of the Bible, so long as he knows parrot-fashion the Scriptures

quoted and the doctrines advanced in those publications. Similarly, Christian

Science claims to be based upon the Bible, but the Scriptures cannot be understood

without Mary Baker Eddy's Science and Health, with Key to the Scriptures. And
we know the reason advanced for the keeping of the Bible away from the people
in the Roman Catholic Church—that it cannot be understood without the exposition
of a priest.

What we need to know and to live is not the Scriptures but . . . nor the

Scriptures and ... but the Scriptures alone. Bishop Tillotson said "The Bible,
and the Bible alone, is the religion of Protestants." He could better have said "the

religion of Christians." One of the original rules of the British and Foreign Bible

Society, still adhered to, is to publish and spread the Bible alone, without notes

or comments. What mighty effect this book must have had upon the lives of
men in the 154 years since that Society was founded! Put the Bible alone into
men's hands and let them" read it without men's comments. And what wiU it

produce? Not denominational adherents, nor parties wearing all kinds of names,
but simply Christians, disciples, saints as in the New Testament. Leave them to
-find the way of salvation as laid down in the New Testament without the inter
vention of men's theories and ideas.
Read your Bible

This, then, is a plea for more Bible reading and study, for daily systematic

reading of God's holy word. Of course, reading alone or abUity to oUote from
the Bible~^11 not transform our lives. We all know that we read a book with
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As we read

we shall come to know Him who in the written word is set iforth as the living Word,
through whom God speaks to us today.
"Divine Instructor, Gracious Lord,
Be Thou for ever near;

Teach me to love Thy sacred word
And view my Saviour there."

EDITOR.

Holidays and Holy Days
IT has been usual for the Church to claim credit, if not for the creation of holidays

at least for theii- preservation and all the blessings they bestow. A certain type of
ecclesiastic is only too happy when he can find an opportunity of telling the laity
that the very word "holiday" is derived from the mediaeval "holy day."
Should the Church be proud of this? The August Bank Holiday has never had
any particular religious significance (according to Professor Margaret Murray
there is a slight association with the witch cult), but as a holiday it compares
favourably with the hectic jamborees which pass themselves olf, in these times,
as the great festivals of the Church. There is nothing holy about a bank holiday
(outside the pages of Erewhon), but to those of us in the Puritan tradition there
is a great deal which is positively unholy about the modem Whitsimtide and Easter

and Christmas. In them the customs and much of the spirit of pagan England
have been successfully preserved by the very Church of God whose aim should
have been to extirpate them.

The Churches have tried to woo the world into Christian observance by bribing
it with its own customs. Gregory I of Rome began the attempt, with his letter
to Mellitus of London—"Gregory advised the adaptation of ritual to local circum
stances," Latourette says. But after thirteen and a half centuries it seems that

the conquered have largely overcome their conquerors.
Father Christmas (or
"Xmas") is far more prominent than the Christ on December 25, and he is, sub
stantially, Woden, not even St. Nicholas; it is no triumph for the Church of God
that the time of special celebration of our Lord's resurrection coincides with a
general exchange of egg-shaped chocolates, for the springtime egg is an offering
to Eostre, not to Christ. And in what way do Whit Friday parades witness to
the Gospel?

Perhaps the Puritans of the Commonwealth had reason on their

side, as certainly as they had the minor prophets, when they abolished all the
holy days.

The adoption of heathen worship has been condemned in itself.

Calvin said:

"When ... we wander after our own fictions and offer to Him a worship, the work
of human rashness, how much soever it may delight ourselves, in His sight it
is vain trifling, nay, vileness and pollution" ("The Necessity of Reforming the

Church"). When, as has largely happened with modem Church holidays, pagan
sentiments—^including drunkenness and gluttony—are associated with pagan rites,
some Christians find more value in a purely secular holiday, such as today's.
The surrender by all the Churches to the popular demand for uncanonical

rites and offices in a good theme for meditation in the peace and quiet of a bank
holiday, when they are no cards to be sent, no processions to head, and no last-

minute buying of presents to be done. Free Churchmen must confess to wandering
after Mothering Sundays, and sportmen's services and anniversaries innumerable;
these are, after all, "a worship" which is "the work of human rashness." Anglicans,
too, considering Church union, should be thinking carefully about the equivalent
medieval innovations which are insisted on by some of their brethren. And those

who rightly look askance at the May queens of Nonconformist Simday schools,
originating as they do from the religion of witchcraft, must not be surprised
if others see in those still more controversial figures the bishops, not Hooker's

"legitimate and expedient development from primitive Church order," but a type
of priesthood which may be even more primitive than the Early Church.

—B. K, 3. {Manchester Guardian, August 4th, 1958).
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CONDUCTED BY

L. CHANNING
Send your questions
direct to L. Channing,
9 Bipon Street,
. Aylesbury, Bucks
Q.

Should a

Christian buy Premium Bonds?

A. In spite of its high-sounding name the Premium bond system is nothing
but a state lottery, and is therefore gambling.

A Christian cannot take part in gambling in any form, for behind it is always
the deadly sin of covetousness. Many will take part in milder forms of gambling
without remorse or conscience simply because they fail to appreciate that the motive
behind it is covetousness. Indeed, covetousness is a sin made light of today, but
is one of the greatest sins of the age. The Bible everywhere condmns it, both in
th Old and the New Testaments.

It shows that:

(a) It is not held lightly by the Lord, but is numbered amongst such sins as
fornication (C!ol. 3:5).

(b) It is a form of idolatry (Col. 3:5), for it is one of the worst forms of selfish
ness.

(c) It is the root of all kinds of evil (1 Tim. 6:9-10). Gambling, because of the
motive behind it often leads to so many other sins, such as irresponsibility, injustice,
oppression.

(d) It is never satisfied (Eccl. 5, 10) for it engrosses the heart (1 Pet. 2 :14).
Once started, there is often no stopping place.
(e) It will exclude from the Kingdom of Heaven (Eph. 5:5).
(f) Christians are therefore exhorted to mortify (kill) such desires, as works
of the flesh (Col. 3:5).

Q.

Why is the injunction of James 5:14-is not practised in the churches of

Christ?

A.

There is much confusion and controversy among religious bodies over this

passage.

Yet, whilst admitting that there are difficulties, the passage becomes

much clearer if it is realised that certain limitations are clearly indicated in regard
to its application.

Firstly, it was limited in its application even in the New Testament age, as
the following considerations will show:

(a) If its application was unlimited, the early
Christians might have lived
for ever, their lives being renewed by repeated anointings! Note that the promise
is quite emphatic, and with but one qualification—"and the prayer of: faith shall
save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up." This we know could apply without
limitation even in the apostolic age!

(b) Again, if it were generally true, why was there so much anxiety in regard
to the health of a number of the servants of the Lord? Epaphroditus was severely
ill, a sickness that appears to have been the direct ersiilt of his labour in the gospel

(Phil. 2:25-28); Troj^imus was left sick at Mlletum (2 Tim. 4:20); Timothy was
exhorted to use natural means for the cure of his infirmities (1 Tim. 5:23).

Surely,

if the passage in question was of unlimited application, Paul had no need to be
anxious, for he had but to pray over these brethren and anoint them with pil,
and all would be weU,
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(c) The passage is further limited, in the case of sickness that was the resiUt
of sin. In New Testament times physical sickness was often visited upon those that
had sinned (l Cor. 11:30-32). Verse 16 of James allows for this, in which case not

only prayer and anointing with oil were required, but confession and repentance
on the part of the sick person, before healing could take place. If there was no
such confession and repentance, then death might ensue.

Secondly, the passage also shows that it was limited only to the apostolic age.
(a) Prom 1 Corinthians 12:9, 30 we learn that healing was one of the spiritual
gifts manifested in the early church,

(b) That such a miraculous gift of healing is referred to here is indicated by
the injunction to anoint the sick person with oil. Oil was certainly used medicinally
in New Testament times when the need arose, as in the case of the healing of
wounds (Luke 10:34). But in this case the command to anoint with oil is a general
one, irrespective of the type of sickness involved. This plainly indicates that the

oil is to be used in the first place as a symbol, whatever else may be accomplished
by it, and not for medicinal purposes. Throughout the Scriptures anointing with
oil is in such cases connected with the work of the Holy Spirit—in this insta;nce
the miraculous gift of healing (see Mark 6:13).

(c) The expression "the prayer of faith" also confirms this view. Although
in principle the passage teaches us that there is no limit to the power of prayer,
in the immediate sense the expression relates to the gift of faith (see' (1 Cor. 12:9;
13:2), and thus to miraculous gifts. Faith in this connection is more than that

gained by hearing. It was the "energy of faith," which carried with it divine power
(see Acts 3:16). Thus the elders could come to the sick person knowing without
a doubt that, providing all the requirements were faithfully carried out, they could
accomplish the healing of that person.

(d) In many cases such gifts were readily available in the early chiu-ch. It
was therefore merely a matter of the sick person calling for the elders of his local
church in order to ensure recovery.

(e) However, the power to exercise such gifts could only come through the
laying on of the hands of the apostles (see Acts 8:15-17; Rom. 1:11; 2 Cor. 12:12;

2 Tim .1:6). Since no-one else had the power to impart them, the gifts ceased oii

the death of the last person on whom the hands of an apostle had been laid, and

Paul's statement in 1 Corinthians 13:8 was fulfilled.

We have therefore neither the power nor the authority to practise this rite

today. All rites claiming to be based upon it, such as Exteme Unction, and the
rest, are but hollow mockeries.

Our Bible
By Jack Nadeau

THE story of the English versions of the Holy Scriptures is one of the most

fascinating chapters in the history of the Bible. A true understanding of this story
depends on an understanding of this period of English history. While the Latin
Vulgate was the official Bible of the Roman Catholic Church during the Middle
Ages, Latin was not the speech of the common people, and thus the Vulgate was
never accessible to the common man. Various attempts were made throughout the
period, from the introduction of Christianity into the British Isles imtil the

Reformation, to make the Scriptures available to the people in their own tongue.
Britain had been a part of the Roman Empire since the first century of the
Christian era, and during this early period Christianity had spread to this part of
the Empire. However, under the pressure of attacks from the Teutonic tribes,

Emperor Honorius in 410 A.D. was forced to withdraw his trobos from Britain, and
the isles were left to the mercy of the attacking Angles, Saxons and Jutes from

Northern Europe. These Teutonic tribes overran the country, slaughtering the
Britons fnd almost completely wiping out Christianity in the land. Around 500 A.D.,
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independently of Rome, Patrick evangelised Ireland and reintroduced Christianity
into Northern England. Augustine, sent by Pope Gregory 1, came to Kent in 597
and converted the king and his people.

Anglo-Saxon and Middle English Versions

From the later half of the seventh century until the Norman Invasion of

England (1066) seven names stand out as translators or paraphrasers in verse of
portions of the Scriptures in the Anglo-Saxon tongue. Caedmoh, in the monastery
at Whitby, Northumbria, made a paraphrase in verse of Bible stories in the Old
and New Testaments, which is the first known attempt to put Bible stories into

Anglo-Saxon. Aldhelm. bishop of Shelborae in southern England, receives the
honour of being the first person to translate the Psalms into his native tongue, about
the year 705. During this same period he probably influenced Egbert to translate
the Gospels. A copy of this work is in the British Museum. Bede (673-735) is the
greatest name in the Northumbrian school, the centre of Western European learning
in the eighth century. He was a scholar, historian, translator and monk, who
translated the Gospel of John, finishing it on his death bed. Cuthbert, one of his
disciples, records the touching scene of his last work;

Realising he was dying, Bedepressed himself all day long, dictating to his scribe
in his great desire to finish the gospel. The next day he was very weak, and one
chapter yet remained to be copied. His scribe said, "Dear master, there is yet one
chapter to do, but it seems so hard for thee to speak." But Bede would not rest;
he said, "It is easily done; take up thy pen and write o.uickly." Through blinding
tears the scribe wrote hurriedly until finally he could say to his teacher, "It is

finished, master." The old man answered, "Truly you speak; it is finished now,"
and repeating the words of the Latin prayer known as the "Gloria" he passed quietly
away. Although there remains no trace of this translation, the infiuence and name
of Bede left a profound impression on ancient England.

The great king Alfred (848-901) was deeply concerned that his people know
the Holy Scriptures. In spite of his wars with the Danes he found time to trans
late a part of the Psalms together with Exodus 20-23 which he used in the intro
duction to his laws for the kingdom, Aldred in the tenth century made an AngloSaxon translation of the Gospels between the lines of the Latin version in a manu

script known as the Lindisfarne Gospels. Aelfric about the year 1000 made the
first independent version of the Gospels which we have in English. In addition
this same scholar translated the first seven books of the Old Testament, Kings,

Esther, Job and the apocryphal books of Judith and Maccabees, two copies of which
are sti'll in existence in England.
With the Norman invasion, interest in the Bible seems to have been crushed for

a time; the old Anglo-Saxon language became mixed with the Norman-French to
form the basis for our modern English. By the thirteenth century this intermixture

had proceeded to such an extent that paraphrases were made by Orm of the portions
of Scripture used in the daily church services. Two famous versions of the Psalms
were made during this period, one by William of Shoreham (1320) and the other
with a commentary by Richard RoUe of Hampole (1340). The Anglo-Saxon Gospels
seem to have fallen into disuse and only the Psalms remained in the native tongue
until the time of Wycliffe.

Wycliffe's verson

The fourteenth century saw the rise of learning in Western Europe with the

establishment and growth of universities and the beginnings of literature in

England. With this increase of learning came the increasing desire for liberty
among the common people. Into this period came John Wycliife, "the morning
star of the Reformation," to influence profoundly the entire course of English

history. Wycliffe was bom in Yorkshire about 1320, and educated at Oxford, where
he was Master of Balliol College until 1366. He received the Doctor of Theology

degree from Oxford. Entering into the controversies then raging between the Pope
and Parliament, he wrpte his famous tract against the c?laip(is of the'Pope to receive
tribute from England. While his chief enemies were the bishops, WycllfEe had the
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powerful support of John of Gaunt, Oxford, University an^ the common people.

He wrote tracts and pamphlets ad^essed to the latter, in which he used the
Scriptures powerfully to refute the errors of his time and to combat the abuses

of the medieval Roman Catholic Church. He believed that every man should have the
Bible to read in his own native tongue, and set himself the task of translating the
Latin Vulgate, the Bible of the Middle Ages, into the English of that period. He
was the first person to conceive of translating the whole Bible into the English
language for the people to read. The New Testament was finished about 1380, with
the assistance of other scholars. Nicholas of Hereford aided greatly in translating
the Old Testament, which was finished before Wyclilfe's death in 1384.

Due to the pedantic style of Hereford and the colloquial style of Wycliffe, a
revision, probably by John Purvey about 1388, was made to smooth the differences,
and it is this revision which was so widely distributed before the Reformation in

England. Despite the fact that it had to be copied by hand, Wycliffe's Bible was

very popular. A complete copy of the Bible sold for about £40 in our money. Poxe
tells us that a load of hay would often be exchanged for the privilege of reading
from it for one day. Wycliffe's work was powerfully spread by his followers, known
as "Lollards", but was as powerfully opposed by the Roman Catholic Church.

Arimdel, Archbishop of Canterbury, wrote the Pope in 1412, calling Wycliffe "that

pestilent wretch of damnable memory, John Wycliffe, the son of the Old Serpent,
the forerunner and child of Antichrist, who had compelled his iniquity by translat
ing the Scriptures into the mother tongue."

This same Arundel in 1408 condemned

the Lollards in the Provincial Council at Oxford in a group of thii'teen propositions,
the seventh of which reads:—

"Since it is dangerous, as S. Jerome witnesses, to translate the text of Holy
Scripture from one language to another, because in such translation the same

meaning is not easily retained in all particulars: Even £U5 S. Jerome, although
he was inspired, confessed that he had often erred in this matter: Therefore we

decree and ordain that no one shall in the future translate on his own authority
any text of holy scripture into the ^glish tongue or into any other tongue, by
way of book, booklet or tract. Nor shall any man read this kind of book, booklet
or tract, either recently composed in the time of the said John Wycliffe, or since
then, or any that shall be composed in the future, in whole or part, publicly
or secretly, under the penalty of the greater excommunication, until that transla

tion shall be recognised and approved by the diocesan of the place, or, if the
matter demand it, by a provincial council."

The Roman Catholic Church was violently opposed to the common people
possessing the Bible in their vernacular speech, fearing that it might confuse them
and, knowing it was better for the purposes of the Church to keep them in ignorance
of its teachings, a law in 1414 forbade all persons to read the Scriptures in the
mother tongue on pain of losing their land, cattle, life and goods. The council
of Constance in 1415, which condemned John Hus and Jerome of Prague to rfpgivi
for following Wycliffe, also condemned Wycliffe and demanded that his bones be

taken out of the grave and scattered. In 1428 his grave was torn open on the
order of Pope Clement vm, the skeleton carried to the banks of the River Swift
and there burned and its ashes scattered on the river. As late as 1514 a man was
condemned among other things because "he defendeth the translation of the Bible
and holy Scripture in the English tongue, which is prohibited by the laws of our
holy mother church." Wycliffe's work spread not only among the uxiiversities of

his time, but lived on to influence profoundly the later English versions, for the
Wycliffe Bible was the only English Bible vmtil Tyndale's New Testament 145 years
later.

(To be continued)

The Christian Way #
A missionary engaged a guide to take
him across a desert country. When the
two men arrived at the edge of the desert
the missionary saw beforehiin the track-

less sands, without a single footprint or
road. Turning to his guide he asked,
'Where is thfe r^oad?' W'ith a reproving
glance the guide repUed, 1 am the road.'
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The Bible
THIS book contains the mind of God, the state of man, the way of salvation, the
doom of sinners and the happiness of believers. Its doctrines are holy, its precepts
are binding, its histories are true and its decisions are immutable. Read it to

be wise, believe it to be safe and practise it to be holy. It contains light to direct
you, food to support you and comfort to cheer you. It is the traveller's map,
the pilgrim's staft, the pilot's compass, the soldier's sword and the Christian's
charter.

Here Paradise is restored, heaven opened and the gates of hell disclosed.

Christ is its grand object, our good its design and the glory of God its end. It
should fill the memory, rule the heart and guide the feet. Bead it slowly, frequently
and prayerfully. It is a mine of wealth, a paradise of glory and a river of pleasure.
It is given you in life and will be opened in the judgement, and will be remembered
forever. It involves the highest responsibility, will reward the greatest labour,
and will condemn all who trifle with its sacred contents.

'If thine eye or hand offend thee'
(Matthew 5 : 24-30)
My Lord commanded me to search my h^rt;
And there I found an idol—a very part
Of self—unknown to me until He spoke,
A tiny acom grown to be an oak.
As mother love will seek to save her child,
I sought to prove that it had not defiled
The soul of me; but pleadmg was m vain.
For He could see the cure that followed pain.
With ruthless hands I cast my Idol out:
That His dear self was best I could not doubt;
It burned in place of sacrifice that day.
Till winds of victory bore the ash away.
Then in my heart He poured His healing balm:
No pain I knew, but blessed peace and calm
That I had never known before came in.
To heal the place where I had held my sin.

Ye shall reap if ye faint not
Not in vain thy work, O noble toiler,
Though scant the fruitage thou dost meantime see.
If wrought, controlled and guided by the Spirit,
How truly great will yet the harvest be.
Not in vain, O silent, suffering servant:
Thy Lord beholds, and all to Him is known.
Not vain nor valueless the sore affliction,
If by its means Christ more in thee is shown.

Concerning the Collection
(a)
(b)

Paul's rules touching the contribution:—
As to time: 'upon the first day of the week' (1 Cor. 16:2).
As to amount: 'according as God has prospered him' (1 Cor. 16:2).

(c) As to attitude: 'of% willing mind' (2 Cor. 8:12).
(d)
'e)
(f)
(g)

A planned act; 'every man as he purposeth' (2 Cor. 9:7).
A cheerful act: 'Not grudgingly or of necessity' (2 Cor. 9:7).
To promote equality: 'but by an equality* (2 Cor. 8:14).
A personal act: 'Let each one of you' (1 Cor. 16:2).
G. N. WOODS.
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Where can I find this Ttme?
The Printers regret that by mischance some of the lines in "Where can I find
this Tune," in August S.S. were accidentally overturned and not replaced in correct
order. The affected lines are reprinted below. We apologise.
W.B.

Key—1 Bristol, 2 Christian Hymnary, 3 Sanbey 1200, 4 Sunday School
(Carey Boimer), 5 Redemption Hymnal.
1
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Thy Life Was Given
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Leoni

NEWS ]• ROM

THtCHURfeHi^
Ayiesbury.

Our numbers

have been

increased by the arrival of Brother and
Sister James McGuigan, from the church
at Mervue Road, Belfast. They have
come to take up permanent residence in
this town. Our brother is zealous for the
Lord, and a keen Bible student. We look

forward to them both being of great help
to us in the work of the Lord.
L. CHANNING.

Bedminster, Bristol, we had the joy
of hearing the good confession and of
witnessing the baptism of Pamela White
on Lord's Day, 20th July. Pamela is one
of our Sunday School scholars, and has
been attending the gospel meetings for
some time. We hope and pray that she
will continue to witness for her Lord and

to serve Him throughout her days.
A.L.D.

Happiness in the Home

455

SCRIPTURE
READINGS
7 — Genesis 37:3-33.
14 — Exodus 3:1-14,
21 — Amos 5:14-27.

28 — 2 Kings 17:24-33.

Acts 7: 1-19.

„
„

7:20-37.
7:38-60.

„

8: 1-25.

STEPHEN

It is significant that whenever money
is being distributed, trouble crops up. We
have been exercising our minds on the
most remarkable and striking feature of
the early life of the church. This was
the flow of unselfish generosity exhibited
by all Christians who possessed anything
more than they were actually using.

They gave without thought of anything
but the needs of others. . Their love for

Christ found its satisfaction in practical
love for those poorer than themselves,
and they had absolute confidence in the
apostles at first entrusted with the dis

tribution. People acting in this way are
by many regarded as fools. Perhaps it
is true in a measure. I still think it

amusements.—Sir W. Beach Thomas In

better to be one of the fools than a hardheaded "business man"—and the term
often hides a selfish and hard heart.
However it is certainly true that there
are always those who would be better

fiife of a Countryman,

not helped. If a man wijl not work, it

The unbroken happiness of the country
home in very early days was due In
part to the entire absence of formal
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a salutary lesson if he is short of food—
it is of course different if he cannot work.

There are always those who will take

advantage of generosity—still it is better
to be generous than mean. God pours
out His untold benefits upon good and
bad alike.

But even the apostles did not satisfy

all the recipients of bounty, or they
failed to see to them all.

So there was

a murmur, justified probably, and
occurring through the impossibility of

bearing the increasing burden of such
work.

How

wise was

the procedure

adopted to meet the case! And in the
divine providence the need forced on the
remedy, and provided the prototype of a
diaconate, or selection of brethren made
for attending to physical or material help

to church members; "with the bishops
and deacons [overseers and servants]"
(Phil. 1:1). Etrange as it may seem,

and yet how reasonable, two of those

appointed to "serve" tables so developed
their God-given capacities that they
turned to prayer and the ministry of the
Word (6:4), for which they were

primarily intended to relieve the apostles

not have uttered it sincerely. When we
recognise the awful truth of the reward
of the wicked, anger against them is re
placed by a loving and hiunble pity.
It is quite clear that Stephen made no
effort in his address to the council to

deny the charges. The facts he marshalled so skilfully all showed up the re
peated rejection by the Jews of God's
choice of their leaders, and finally His
commandments.
Solomon, the very
builder of the temple which replaced the
moveable tent, declared its insuflaciency.
Their own Moses promised them Jesus,
who, said he, you betrayed and murdered.
No doubt all the points held their in
terest and attention right up to the
climax when their own crime, and crimi
nal intentions, were brought home in a
few

direct

sentences.

Whether

more

than one of those present were influenced
towards better thoughts and ways we do
not know. We can hardly think that
men like Gamaliel (5.34) could hear the
message and witness its results without

recoiling instinctively from the disas
trous course of the extremists, and the
young man Saul certainly remembered
(Acts 22:20).

Then there were of course

—and undoubtedly did so. Stephen be
came an accomplished and most effective
debater in the proper sense, that is, not

Stephen's appearence and his prayer, cal
culated to touch deeply any but the most

to score points but to set forth truth in
opposition to error with grace and power.

are so many.

Philip became a most effective gospel
preacher.
The names of the "deacons" appointed

indicate they were of Grecian-Jewish, not
Palestinian origin, and this was fitting

seeing it was Grecian-Jewish widows who
had been neglected. Hence it was natural
that Stephen should get into argument
with other Jews of foreign birth or cul
ture. Some of these, as subsequent
history proves, were men of extreme
fanatical loyalty to all that went for the
Mosaic religion of their day (Acts 13:15;
14:2; 17:5; 21:27, etc.). Not being able

hardened, of whom, alas, there were and
Here we have before us the transform

ing and transfiguring power of Christ to
make good and effective servants
("deacons") of us, the power of the plain
truth rightly set forth to refute error,
and the awful results of apostacy from
the true religion of God—in that case
Moses, in later history Christ. There is
encouragement to be bold and ready to

suffer, the need of a grasp of the truth
to be spoken with wisdom and grace, and
a solemn warning not to develop the
vain worship, "teaching for doctrine the
commandments of men," or the spirit

to withstand the wisdom and the spirit

which will not consider something new

of Stephen, they resorted to criminal
action, such as had been used before,

to us with a Berean willingness (17:11).
R. B. SCOTT.

and has ever been used since against
men of God.

Stephen had so imbibed the spirit of
his Saviour that he spoke the plain truth
about both temple and law, and in bold
but humble and forgiving attitude.. His
faith in the heavenly realities was such
that it transfigured his face—you and I

ought to be transfigured (Rom. 12:2). His
last prayer indicated that it had already
transfigured his charwter, or he could

The Christian's Platform
(Ephesians 4:4-6).

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Unity
Unity
Unity
Unity
Unity
Unity
Unity

of Worship—One God.
of Authority—One Lord.
of Organisation—One Body.
of Life—One Spirit.
of Teaching—One Faith.
of Practice—One Baptism.
of Piurpose—One Hope,
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kindly consented to preach each even
ing. Tea will be provided on the 6th
September (Saturday) at 5 p.m. in the
Batligate. The church has lost another
member: Bro. John McLaren died on

9th July.
Bro. McLaren served the
church for a long number of years. As a

teacher he built us up in the faith once

Chapel, and a Social Meeting has been
arranged for the evening to commence at
6.30.

Please come.

e. t. thokpe.

Loughborough, Oxford Street.
IlStb
Anniversary Rally. Saturday, September

delivered to the saints.

27th. Tea, 4.30; Meeting, six o'clock, pre«

We miss our brother, but we go on
trying to do all we can to keep the

sided over by Bro. Basil Jayne, Speakers;
Bro.
Albert Winstanley
(Tunbridge
Wells) and Bro. Frank Salt (Leicester).
As this is the first anniversary since we
withdraw from the Association, we are
hoping to see a larger gathering than

church here in existence.

Ilkeston,

h. Houston.

It is with deep sorrow that

we record the death of our Bro. John

Webster, at the early age of 23 years. It
came as a great shock when we heard
the news of his sudden death on Fri

day, July 25th. Our brother was in the
Fleet Air Arm and was taking part in a
training flight when his plane crashed.
He came of a good Christian family, his

father, mother and sister being mem
bers of the church here.
he gave

Early in life

his heart to his

Saviour in

obedience to His commands.

He last met

with us four weeks ago, and whenever
possible he gathered with his brethren

ever before.

Welcome to all.

Slamannan District.

Our sympathy goes out to his sorrow

ing father, mother and sister, and we
commend them in their sorrow to the

loving care of our Heavenly Father "until
the day dawns and the shadows fiee

The half-yearly

conference of Bible school teachers will

be held (D.V.) in the meeting-place of
the church at Dennyloanhead (205 Glas
gow Road) on Saturday, 27th September.
4.30 p.m.
Speaker, Bro. Jack Nisbet
(Haddington); chairman, Bro. Tom Nis
bet (Ti'anent). Subject: Inspiration of
the Scriptures. All are welcome.
Zoar Street, Morley.

around the Lord's Table.

Edmund

Hill. 122 Derby Road. Loughborough.

Annual Autumn

Rally, Satm-day. October 4th, 1958. Tea
4 p.m.. Evening Meeting 6 p.m. Chair
man: R. McDonald. Dewsbury. Speakers:
W. Crosthwaite (Ulverston), C. Melling
(Wigan).

The funeral took place on July 31st in
the presence of a large number of mem

To assist catering will brethren advise'
as to how many are likely to be present?
Church Secretary, H. Baines, 42 Garnett
Street, Britannia Road. Morley, Nr.

bers and friends.

Leeds.

away."

The writer conducted

the service.

f.g.

Great Yarmouth. The Mission at Great
COMING EVENTS

Blackburn, Hamilton Street. Brethren,

come over and help us during our Sep
tember mission with Bro. David Dougall.
Commences Saturday, September 6th.
Tuesdays and Thursdays 7.30; Saturdays
6.30. Lord's Days 6 p.m. Refreshments

provided for those coming from a dis
tance.

Please let us

known in good

time how many we may expect from your
assembly.—Hairy
Wilson.
Bridge Street, Blackburn.

10

Hollin

Brighton: Oxford street, London Road.
A special mission will (D.V.) be held by

Yarmouth will begin on October 5th.
when we propose holding meetings in the
Labour Rooms, King Street, A Rally-will
be held on October I8th" in

the

Park

Road Baptist Hall at 7 p.m.

Book this

date

wonderful

and

be

sharers

in

a

season of refreshing. If you want ac
commodation for the week-end or longer,
write Bro. W. Longden, "Braeside."
Oxford Street, Kirkby-in-Ashfield. Notts.
Any information you desire can be had
from David Dougall, Seaview Cottage.
Wallacestone, Brightons. Falkirk. Stir
lingshire. Scotland.

Birmingham, Summer Lane are hoping
to have their 93rd Anniversary meetings
on Saturday and Lord's Day. 1st and 2nd

the Church here from Saturday, 6th Sep

November. Arrangements are being mad;^
similar to last year for Tea in our own

tember to Friday. 12th September,
we should appreciate the presence
help of any of our brethren during
period.
Bro. Philip Partington

at 5.30, on the Saturday, On Lord's Day,
10.30 a.m. and 6..30 p.m. in our own
premises. Full details later.

and
and
the
has

chapel at 4 o'clock and the Social Meet
ing in the Ormond Street Mission Hall
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AN INVITATION TO CLEVELEYS

THE AUTUMN CONFERENCE

The holiday season is an appropriate

AND RALLY

time to remind brethren once more of

will be held (D.V.) on

their opportunity to have fellowship with

Saturday, September 27th, 1958

the church in Cleveleys, who meet in the
Co-operative Hall, Beach Road. Breaking
of Bread is at 10.30 a.m. and Gospel
Meeting 6.30 p.m. We anticipate renew
ing fellowship with brethren from many
parts of the country, and look forward
to the spiritual benefits which we derive
from this meeting with kindred souls.

in the

SECONDARY MODERN SCHOOL,

WALKER STREET, EASTWOOD, Notts.
Chairman: Bro. R. McDonald, Dewsbury

We understand that it has been said

Afternoon, 2.15 p.m.; Short Business
Session, followed by three fifteen-minute
talks

based

on

I

Corinthians

1:30:

Christ our Righteousness, Bro. Alex.
Allan, Blackburn; Christ our Sanctification, Bro. Tom McDonald, Dewsbury;
Christ our Redemption, Bro. Jack
Thomasson, Morley.

in the past that visiting brethren have
not been afforded full opportunities to
take active part in our meetings. We
should like to make it plain that this
is not so. On the contrary, we welcome
such help. We would again ask that
when a brother on holiday knows that
God willing, he will be meeting with us
on a particular Lord's Day, and desires

to serve us in the Ministry of the Word,
he contact me (Eric Winter, 77 Kelvin

Tea: 4.30 p.m. Evening: Public Meet
ing 6.30 pjn.
Speakers: Bro. Hugh
Davidson, East Kilbride, Scotland; Bro.

Road, Norbreck, Blackpool). If brethren

David Dougall, Wallacestone, Scotland.

sure that it would be to the mutual ad

Will those intending to stay over the
week-end please communicate with Bro.
G. E. Bullock, 74 Station Road, Hkeston,
Derbys.
All other correspondence to
Ch^. Limb, 32 Chewton Street, East
wood, Notts.
Most important to assist catering. May
we have intimation of numbers not later

than 23rd September?

Walker Street is off the Nottingham
Road, half-way between Eastwood Market
Place and Hill Top.

would oblige us in this matter, we are
vantage of both visiting and local speak
ing brethren.
. . . AND TO HEREFORD

72 Whitehorse Street
Will brethren and sisters when mak

ing their holiday arrangements please
bear in mind that there is a 'little flock*

in Hereford who would be very glad to

have their fellowship at the Lord's table
on Lord's Days at 3..30 p.m. and at Bible
Study and discussion at 6.30.
Also at
Bible Study and discussion on Thursdays
at 7.30 p.m.

Speaking brethren would be particu
larly appreciated.
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Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning.
VOL. 24. No. 10

OCTOBER, 1968

The World's Sickness aad its Remedy
THE world is sick. Of that there can be no doubt, whether it be looked at from

the religious, political, scientific, educational, national or international standpoint.
Various remedies are advanced for its cure—^world government, United Nations,
improved and wider education, still further progress in science, national nride are
the secular remedies. So far as regards the world's spiritual ills one of the cures
suggested is interdenominational co-operation, wider fellowship, greater toleration

of other "religious traditions," which the World Council of Churches exists to bring
about. But all these remedies are like applying a plaster to a fever. Surface treat
ment is of no use. for the world's disease is deep-seated; it is within.
It is a truism, but nonetheless true, that what is needed is not mass treatment

but change of the individual heart. Although much social and moral good may
follow from the application of the remedies mentioned above, it is simply not in

their power to bring about the most needed reform—a change of heart. Man's way
is to reach the masses, to convert them to a system or party. God's way is to change
the one, to convert him to a person—Jesus Christ—and to use him as the means
of changing others.

It is, too, a truism, but nonetheless true, that the gospel is the only oower to

change a man's heart, to make him a new creation in Christ Jesus, "it is the power
of God unto salvation." These other methods simply do not have it within them
selves to accomplish change of heart and life. The gospel alone has that inherent
power.

The Gospel, The Cure

No doubt we who read this will agree that the gospel alone has the answer

to the problems of this troubled world. But we see the Godlessness, wickedness,
crime, injustice and materialism and we read of these evils multiplied a million-fold
throughout the world. When we thus contemplate the mass of the world's sin we
have a sense of frustration: there is nothing we can do about it, we fear. We feel
as Andrew must have done when bringing the lad with his few loaves and fishes to
Jesus—"What are these among so many?"

It was a very similar question which Paul asked in 2 Cor. 2 ; 16: "Who is suffi

cient for these things?" He was faced with as wicked and threatening a situation
as we are today—godlessness, superstition, open wickedness, materialism. His
answer was triumphant: "Not that we ax*e sufficient of ourselves." Not in man lies

the solution to the world's sin and illS, but in God—"our sufficiency is from God."
(2 Cor. 3:5-6). The power is from God and is in His gospel.
"This treasure we have in earthen vessels." We are to carry the gospel to
"♦•hers. We sing in Heber's missionary hymn.
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"Waft, waft, ye winds. His story,
And you, ye waters, roll.
Till, like a sea of glory.

It spreads from pole to pole."
But neither winds nor waves can carry the story of Jesus and His love, but we.

It can only be carried, whether across the seas or in our own neighbourhood, by
Christians, who have themselves tasted the joys of Christ's salvation. Yet how can

we accomplish this purpose of God? Where are our abilities or means? This is the
prospect that daunts us, for we feel our insufficiency for the vast tasK.
Our Responsibilities

Yet God does not expect us to convert the world. The Canadian immigrant who

is granted land by the Government is not expected to cultivate the whole country,
but only that portion allotted to him. So with us as churches or as individuals.
Meeting-houses are usually situated where population is thickest, and for the
reason that that local church is responsible for evangelising those people in its

vicinity. To pray and hope for the turning of the world to Christ is vain if we
are not working to that end in our immediate locality. We must do that which lies
to our hand.

The same applies in om- personal relationships. Each of us moves in our own
little world, our own small circle of relatives, friends and workmates. Do they know,

by what we do and say, we are Christians? Do we show Christ in our lives in such
a light as to help them to see His beauty, to become Christians themselves, or at
least to observe that we have a love, joy and peace that they do not have? We are
our brother's keeper, responsible so far as in us lies for his salvation. Do we point
out to even our religious friends the way of the Lord more carefully? Do we take

the opportunities we have to show the necessity of those things ordained by Jesus
Christ, so often ignored or neglected by religious and sincere people—baptism, the
Lord's Supper, the New Testament pattern of church order, worship and life? We
should not be silent or ashamed concerning these divine precepts. It may be that

only through our witness will those around us come to know what the Lord requires
of them.

It is told of our late Bro. James Anderson that he was accused of speaking of

baptism too much in his preaching. He admitted the charge, but explained that
he did so because others preached baptism not at all. He had to preach their share
of the doctrine as well as his own. If they gave it its right place he would not need
to insist upon it nearly as much as he did.
It Depends upon me

A yoimg lady had the desire and, she felt, a call to become a missionary in
another land. At her interview with a Missionary Society she was asked what she
had done to influence her family, friends, neighbours and those with whom she
worked to become Christians, and shamefacedly had to confess "Nothing." C. H.

Spurgeon was once approached by a Sunday school teacher who was disappointed
that her class of girls was so few in number. "How many do you have in your class?"
asked Spurgeon. "Only seven," answered the teacher." "Only seven," said Spurgeon,
"Enough for you to be responsible for in the day of judgment."
In face, therefore, of the world's situation we can do nothing finer or more
effective than to throw our whole weight and influence upon the side of those

things which make for peace, righteousness, justice and love. God does not expect
of us more than we are able to do, but He does expect from us that we "brighten
the corner where we are," and that, "you in your small comer and I in mine." we

"let o6r lights shine before men that they, seeing our good works, may glorify our
Father who is in heaven."

"Whatsoever things are true . . . honourable . . . just . . . pure . . . lovely

... of good report . . , think on these things. The things which ye both learned
and received and heard and saw . . . these things do." (Phil. 4:8-9).

EDITORp«
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The Unity of the Church
THAT unity is a very necessary state of the Church of Christ on earth no one will

deny. Yet people throughout the world acknowledging faith toward one God and
one Saviour have somehow contrived to become the most disunited people on earth.
Some will undoubtedly assert that this is due to accidents of history but, if one is
sincere and faithful toward oneself, one is inevitably led to the conclusion that this

tragic, disunited state of affairs is due entirely to man's restless wanderings from
the truth as it has been revealed by God.
What is Unity ?
In the mathematical sense unity is indivisible; by that is meant that we cannot

divide unity by anything else and still be left with unity. Using this reasoning in
our study of the unity of the church, and basing our thoughts on the emphatic
pronouncements made by the apostle Paul in Eph. 4:1-6, we can readily understand

that the revealed intention of a unified Godhead is that any who would approach
God in belief and obedience must find the realisation of their great hope, which,
being made accessible through the one faith, should find its true fulfilment in the
united body which is the Church. We know of course tliat when the Church is
referred to in the scriptures it means a body of people; and when the Church is
referred to as the Body of Christ it means, metaphorically, such people who, in ti'ue
faith and obedience to Jesus the Christ, have been reconciled to God; these sever
ally constitute "the members of the body." (1 Cor. 12:12),

From the foregoing, we must come to the realisation that the unity of the
Church at any time must spring from complete and unfailing adherence to the
faith, doctrine, and practice which have emanated in revelation from the eternal

unity; such revelation has been given from heaven and has been preserved in the
Holy Scriptures, the Word of God. Men, in seeking God, have followed their own
devious ways, and have ultimately found themselves in conflict with each other,
and with God. Because of this, countless thousands have deduced that there is no
God and apathy and atheism are rife in the world. This is a tragic contemplation,
but the true believer can take heart from the fact that the unity of God, made
manifest through His word, is always indivisible, no matter what man may do, and
that the united Church of Christ on earth will always consist of those people who
are obedient to the Lord according to His revealed will and purpose, and are con
tinually enjoying fellowship and communion with Him and with one another. Such
is the Church, the Body of Christ.
Why is Unity Important

There are many people who will tell us that church unity is not so terribly im
portant; that there are many ways to heaven and that no one way is necessarily
right. This argument merely tries to justify a position which is really untenable, but
the plausibility of the argument tends to draw many people from obeying the truth.
The question must inevitably be put; Are there many ways to God, or are there
many people sincerely wrong who are led to believe this? The scriptures are explicit
on this point, and one marvels at the confuusion which exists. We have learned
from the scriptures previously refen-ed to that there is one uody, and that in that

one body can be found those who have been obedient to the call of the gospel, who,
in faith, repentance and baptism, have been cleansed from sin and, faithful
to their calling, have continued to grow in the beneficial atmosphere of the new
creation.

Furthermore, in John 10:16, after the Lord has previously referred to Himself

as the door and the good shepherd. He says, "And there shali be one fold and one
shepherd." The Greek word used here for "fold" is the word poimene, meaning
literally, "a flock." So, in effect, what the Lord is saying is "And there shall be
one flock and one shepherd." This flock is severally constituted of those "who hear
His voice" and in faithful obedience follow Him. In view of the Divine care to en

sure the complete unity of all believers in the one body, why is it thought that a
dismembered body will suffice? This disunity has gone so far that even now we see

^t th? head of one major denomination a blasphemous example of egotheism.
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The Church is the Body of Christ, and it is important, nay essential, that the
"oneness" which the Lord prayed for be maintained, if the body is to be organically
sound. It is high time that the text book idea of Chrintianity was dropped and that
we understood that when we come to Christ in faith and obedience we are made

a structural part of a living unity, an organism in the greatest sense, which is alive
and vitally so, a church permeated with the Spirit, with Christ as the Head, opera
ting effectively through it: "Prom whom the whole body, fitly joined together ana

compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working
in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of
itself in love." (Eph, 4:16).

It is vitally important that v/e who preach, teach and jealously guard the
purity and unity of the Body of Christ, the Church, should not, either calculatingly
or unwittingly, further disrupt that unity; but that keeping our ranks closed we
should show to the world what the Lord can do through a truly united body. It will

undoubtedly demand sacrifice, but if we continually look to the Head, our sacrifices
will pale into insignificance in the light of His.
What can we do ?

Religious leaders today realise the supreme importance of a united church, but
how to achieve this is proving to be a sore problem. The roads from Jerusalem have
led to Rome, Canterbury, Germany, Scotland, etc., and the multiplicity of teachings
pouring forth from diametrically opposed sectarian bodies constitute a modern
babel of confusion. Even though there is a realisation of what unity entails it is

apparent that the submersion of the individual identity of different groups is not
yet a foreseeable prospect. In a sermon preached before the University of Cam
bridge in 1946, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Fisher, said, "The time may come
when in the service of the unity of the Church, the Anglican Churches can ceare
to exist as a distinct group, but that time is not yet in sight for us, and the Free

Churches might well say the same for their own groups." In view of this statement
of twelve years ago, we might add that the time does not yet seem to be in sight.
Bearing in mind the extreme diversity of doctrine and dogma between Rome and
Canterbury, can we reasonably say that in the foreseeable future these two separate
co.nmunions could have even a basis for union let alone an unimpaired unity?

Recently I questioned a "Minister" of the Methodist Church on the import
of recent moves toward a union with the Anglican communion, and he inferred, by

his answers, that episcopacy was likely to present a well-nigh insurmountable
obstacle.

Amid all this debate and counter-debate, the true way seems so remark

ably simple that when it is presented to them some people will not believe it. They
argue that if so many eminent theologians are so confused on this issue, how can
we, unfrocked, untrained and according to their reasoning, unenlightened, possibly
see the way clearly.

The answer is, of course, that many theologians are seeking to justify systems
that have become their masters, while we look for our justification in the immutable

counsel of God, revealed unto men by Jesus the Christ, and confirmed ambassadorially by His apostles, under the divine inspiration of the Spirit, in their preaching
of the gospel. We as members of the Lord's Body must be o.uick to point out that
the Bible is our final aut hority and that we do not accept any other, and that our
cohesion is due entirely to our adherence to its plain teaching; that we do not seek

any separate communion except the communion with Christ as the Head of the
Church and fellowship with those who hi faith and obedience have responded to

the gospel and consequently have been added to the Lord's Body. We must be ready
to show that, in the divine economy, God has expressly catered for the government
of assemblies of believers in different localities; that these assemblies must not.

by the very nature of things, be held together by any system of unified control,
such as convocation, council, synod or conference, but by the fellowship of the Holy

Spirit as He operates through the Word and through each believer; by the fellow
ship of the saints in the breaking of bread and in the common life of the Body; and
in the overall loving companionship of Christ Jesus as our Head.

Brethren, we have a duty to perform: we m.ust be the executors of the unity

which springs from above, In our conduct with others we must be uncompromising
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but not unkind, immovable from our standing but not unappi'oacliable, explicit in
our teaching and not vague, constant in our profession of faith and not moved by
every wind of doctrine, ever realising that we are nc>t the purveyors of some new
sect, but that we are seeking to show others the unity that existed before tiie
foundation of the world and which is now made evident by the Church of the Lord
here upon earth. It may be that certain disturbing trends among ourselves will
have to be re-examined to achieve this, and that a more effective means of contact
for the exchange of ideas and for our mutual encouragement will have to be sought.
But one cardinal fact is plain; we must move forward in unity and concord to
achieve what the Lord has intended for His Church upon earth. By this we shall
be truly known as the Lord's people.
A. MARSDEN.

CONDUCTED BY

L. CHANNING

Seud 3'our questions
direct to L. ChaDniug,
9 Eipon Street,
Aylesbury, Bucks

Q. Is it right, according to the Christian system, to hang anyone for murder,
or have we the right to maite laws unto ourselves?

A. In Genesis 9:6 the law is given. "Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall

his blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man." This law was given long
before the institution of the Old Covenant, and was therefore permanent. Further,
it was not given to one nation, but to all mankind, for Noah, to wliom it was given,
was a representative of all mankind. As such it has never been abrogated. Indescl,
it has been confirmed to each succeeding age, both to those under the O^d Covenant
(Ex. 21:12; Lev. 24:17) and those under the New (Rom. 13:4). The basis of the law
is that man, unlike the animals, is made in the image of God.
However, the law is not a part of the "Christian system" as the questioner im
plies, but relates solely to civil government. It is part of the system of laws tiiat

God has given for the goodjorder of society in general (see Rom. 13:1-4), a necessary
safeguard of human life.

The fact that the law has often been abused by those in authority, and human

life has been taken for lesser crimes than that of murder, does not alter the prin
ciple of the law.

Those involved have to answer to God for such abuses of His laws.

It should also be made clear, that although the law allows for a just retribution,
life for life, it is something in which a Christian can have no part. He is under a
higher law, the law of Christ. Under this law, retribution is left to God, and is not
meted out by the liand of man (see Rom. 12:17-21).

Q. Why would God not allow anyone to kill Cain, for slaying his brother Absl?
A. The law in the case of murder, that of providing retribution by the hand
of man, had not yet been given. It would seem that society had not yet been suffi
ciently established for such a law to be in operation. Anyone killing Cain, there
fore, would be taking the law into his own hands and overriding the Almighty,
who had Himself chosen to punish Cain (see Rom. 12:19).

As to why God did not chose to take the life of Cain in retribution for his

brother's life we are not told. However, we can see that in some ways his punish
ment was worse than death. Certainly Cain thought it severe. He was cut off from

the presence of the Lord. He was to be a fugitive in the earth, and faced an accusing
conscience for the rest of his days. It would seem that, to those who might seek
to repeat his crime, Cain was a greater warning alive than he would have been it
the Lord had slain him.

10^
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Q.

Is it wrong for a church of Christ to banli money with a view to receiving

interest on it?

A. The answer rather depends on what the questioner has in mind. If he is
asking whether a church can accumulate a considerable sum of money with a view
to using it as a financial investment, then certainly this is wrong. In the first place
it is wrong for any church to have a considerable sum of money lying idle, except
it be where the object is to build up a fund for a specific purpose, such as a building
fund. The finest way to invest the Lord's money is to use It in the Lord's work. It
will pay dividends a hundredfold. To do otherwise is but the burying of talents and
is sinful.

However, the questioner may be referring to whether a church should receive
interest on money it may bank in its normal course of business. Some strongly
object to any interest being received, often quoting such passages as 3 John 5-7 in
support of their view. But this scripture hardly seems to bear on this matter. Which
ever way money is banked, it is on the understanding that the bank reserves the
right to use the money in its own interests and in any way it sees fit. Whether
the bank should be required to pay for this privilege by granting the usual rate
of interest on a deposit account, is a matter for each church to decide according
to its circumstances.

This writer views the matter as one of those borderline cases,

comparable to a church receiving income from a local authority in the form of
relief from local taxes, providing public notices are allowed to be displayed on a
board affixed to the church building.

If a church has any doubts about the matter, then the issue can be settled by
depositing money in a current account at the bank. Money so deposited does not
bear interest. Indeed, bank charges are paid according to the use made of the
account. In any ease, if the church is using its money as it should, its account at
the bank will involve quite a continuous number of entries. Under such circum
stances most banks will not allow deposit accounts bearing interest, but wili insist
on the holding of current accounts.

From a Christian's Diary
By Berean
"FATHER ABRAHAM." This phrase which our Lord said was used by the rich
man in torments (Luke 16:24) was recently used by a "high churchman" in favoui*

of the use of religious titles.

First he quoted Matt. 23:9, "Call no man your father

upon the earth" which makes it clear that the followers of Jesus must not venerate
dignitaries because we are ail equal as brethren, with one Father in heaven. The
Romish argument then proceeded to suggest that this text should not be taken
too literally because Jesus not only used the name "Father Abraham" by putting
it into the mouth of the rich man in Luke 16 but at another time it is recorded

(Jn. 7:22) that he spoke of certain people as "fathers." What could be more simple?
Well, we should be "simple" indeed to swallow such nonsense. Of course Jesus
called Abraham and the patriarchs "the fathers" for the very reason that they were

literally fathers. They were the ancestors of the Jewish race and therefore it was
no contradiction of Matt. 23:9 to call them "fathers"; they were no longer on earth

anyway. We might reasonably make a spiritual parallel by referring to the
Apostles of the Lord as our fathers in the faith or our spiritual ancestors. It is
through their word that Christians today have been led to the obedience of faith
and the new birth.

But even that cannot justify the title of "Father" today nor

does anything in Scriptui-e suppoi't the elevation of "reverends, monseigneurs, holy
fathers" and such like in the Body of Christ.
*

*

*

High-minded Men. — Whether we are justified in extending the phrase
"fathers in the faith" outside the apostolic age always seems very dubious to me,
and I can understand objections being raised to H. M. Gunn's hymn (no. 365 in the
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new book) as seeming to give praise to. men instead of to God. Doubtless the same

hymn is sung,by most denominations in praise of the leaders of their respective
sects whom they consider to have been true to freedom and conscience, heroes of

their age, lovers of truth, struggling for sacred rights ,and so on. Our big danger
is in reverencing our so-called "fathers" more than the Bible and in thinking more
of "the pioneers" than of the Apostles, or even of the Lord himself. In this light
"Our fathers were high-minded men" may be positively sectarian. Let us be sure
to reserve our praise for God and our Saviour.

"Fathers iri

God."—A

digressive

theologian

once addressed his "annual

conference" in this phrase, which may not have been intended to include the "laity"
anyway. It brings to mind the point that there may be a personal sense in which
each one of us may speak of the one most closely associated with our conversion
to Christ as our spiritual father. Paul addressed both Timothy and Titus as his

sons in the faith and to the Corinthians he wrote "I have begotten you through
the gospel" (1 Cor. 4:15). This seems to indicate the personal relationship between
preacher or teacher and his convert. It neither justifies clerical titles on the one
hand nor a general mode of address to all Christians on the other.

Free Bibles. — it was a pleasant surprise to notice that the London County
Coimcil proposed to provide every secondary school pupil with a free copy of the
Bible. At 8/- per copy this costs £20,400, and yet one wonders how many pupils
will really appreciate the gift of the greatest treasure that is available to man. Let
us be thankful that at least such an educational plan is still possible. This is
probably the only country in Europe where public money could be used for this
purpose.

There is also an organisation which is hoping to place a copy of the Bible in

every hotel bedroom, every prison cell, beside every hospital bed, in doctors',

dentists' and opticians' waiting rooms, providing New Testaments for soldiers',

sailors and airmen and a Testament in every aircraft. If the Gideons can thus
bring the Bible to the attention of people who would never otherwise read it should

we not attempt to place sound scriptural tracts in waiting rooms where they can
be read at leisure? Even in our own homes we may overlook the fact that the
guest room is not properly furnished without a copy of the Bible.

Our Bible II.—^Tyndale Version
BETWEEN the appearance of Wyclifie's version and Tyndale's version three events
had occurred of great importance to the history of the English Bible. The fall of
Constantinople to the Moslem Turks in 1453 scattered Greek scholars over western

Europe, and with them were brought the Greek Scriptures and Greek learning, in
1492 Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain expelled the entire Jewish community of
about 300,000 from their dominions, and these Jews were scattered over Western

Europe, bringing with them the knowledge of Hebrew and the Hebrew Scriptures
and acting as instructors of the scholars of the period. The beginning of Hebrew
scholarship can be traced to this very time. Five years later Portugal followed Spain
in expelling the Jews, thus adding to the number flooding the other countries of
Europe. The invention of printing in 1452 enabled the cheap reproduction of
numerous copies of the Scriptures. This period of the Renaissance of learning and

interest in ancient literature and culture also brought a revived interest in science,
human freedom, and the enlarging world, and the time was ripe for breaking the
constricting boundaries of Medieval Europe,

About 100 years after the death of Wycliffe William Tyndale was bom in
Gloucestershire (1482). He received his education at Oxford where he studied

i04

THfi SOMtTDRE SfANt>ARE>

probably under three great scholars of classical learning; Linacre, Catimer and!
Crocin, and possibly under the great John Colet.

•

In 1516, Erasmus's Greek Testament was published and took Europe by storm,i
Erasmus had taught at Cambridge from 1511 to 1514, during which time Tyndale,
was a student in the University and studied under this master of the "new learning."

Being a good Greek scholar, Tyndale desired to translate the Greek Testament into
the English language of the common people. Erasmum had desired that men should
know the Scriptures in their own native speech and had so expressed this desire.
While teaching in the home of Sir John Walsh, Tyndale prepared himself for his

great work of translating through constant study. In a dispute, a priest said to
Tyndale, "We were better without God's law than without the Pope's," to which

Tyndale' replied, "I defy the Pope and all his laws. If God spare my life, in not

many years I will cause a boy that driveth the plough shall know more of the

Scripture than thou doest."

Lacking any help from the Bishop of London, and seeing that no printer in

England would print his translation, Tyndale left England in 1524, never to see
his native land again. He seems to have resided at Hamburg long enough to have

completed his translation of the New Testament begun in England, although there
is evidence that he also visited Wittenburg, associated with Martin Luther and

possibly attended some classes of Melancthon at the university. In April 1525
Tyndale went to Cologne to have his version printed and succeeded in getting a
number of sheets for an edition of 3,000 completed, when a chance remark of some

printer was picked up by Cochlaeus, a bitter foe of the Reformation, and Tyndale

was forced to flee with the printed portion of his book to Worms. Meanwhile, Coch
laeus had warned the English kuig and bishops to guard against Tyndale's version

being shipped into that country. At Worms the printing was completed and, con
cealed in all kinds of merchandise, the copies were smuggled into England, where

they were readily sold. Between 1525 and 1528, as many as 18,000 copies may have

been sold in England. The Roman Catholic bishops of England bitterly assailed
the version and the book was oublicly burned and thousands of copies destroyed,
but it continued to be printed and read by the English people. Tyndale's New
Testament marks a distinct break from those that had preceded it, because it was
translated not from the Latin Vulgate, but from the original Greek Text.

Tyndale began work on the Old Testament and published the Pentateuch in
1530. This was a remarkable work itself, being translated from the original Hebrew,
and the marginal notes of this volume aroused the bitter enmity of the clergy,
because the notes so pointedly set forth the vices and errors of the church. He
followed this in 1531 with a translation of Jonah. In 1534 he issued a revised edition
of the New Testament with introductions to each book, as well as marginal notes.

A beautiful copy of this new edition was presented to Queen Anne Boleyn, and is
now preserved in the British Museum in London. In 1535 Tyndale's second revision

of the New Testament, entitled "The New Testament yet once .again corrected by

W Tyndale," was issued, which became the basis for all later English versions.

While residing in Antwerp, Tyndale was betrayed, arrested by Charles V. Emperor
of Germany, and held in prison at Vilvorde. During this time he was still at work,
translating the books of Joshua to 2 Chronicles before he was strangled and burned
to death as a heretic, October 6, 1536. His last words were, "Lord, open the King
of England's eyes."

(To be continued)

Play your part
If a man be a soldier he'd expect, of course, to fight;
And he couldn't be an author if he didn't try to write.

So it isn't common logic, doesn't have a right true ring
1*hat a man to be a Christian doesn't have to do a thing.
If a man would be a hunter he must go among the trees,
And he couldn't be a sailor if he didn't sail the seas.

How strange for any member of a church to think that he
Can stay away from worship and a worthy member be!
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1:9 and 10). Faith and repentance have
already bsen experienced in his life,
and v.iien he is presented with the truth
about Jesus of Nazareth, his response
is glad and hnmediate: "Here is water;

SCRIPTURE
READINGS

what doth hinder
OCTOBER 1958.

Oct. 5 Isaiah 53.
Acts 8:26-40.
„ 12 1. Samuel 10:17-27. Acts 9:1-22.
19 Proverbs 31:10-31.

Acts 9:23-43.

.. 26 Deuteronomy 14:3-20. Acts 10:1-16
CONVERSIONS

OUR readings this month present us
witii two outstanding eases of conver
sion. n.nd another not quite of the
same

nature.

The

eunuch

heard

the

gospel for the first time, obeyed its re
quirements and went on his way re
joicing. Saul of Tarsus was stopped in
his murderous course of persecution,

spoken to by the Christ He regarded as
a fraud, admitted his guilt and obeyed
tiie message he must have heard many
times since lie held tha clothes of those

who stoned Stephen. Peter, held by his
traditioiial obedience to Moses in spite

of

his ahegiance to

the gospel and

earnest preaching of it. received divine

instructions quite contrary to his own
understanding, and obeyed them.
Comparing our two standard versions
—"Authorised" and "Revised"—we find

the word "conversion" (and the verb)

altered to "turning" (and the verb), ex
cept in three cases, These are Acts 15:3,
James 5:-19 and 20, and in these cases

tire simpler word would be equally if not
more suitable.

The more correct translation reminds

us by contrast that man. is not a pas
sive agent. It is true that he is worked
upon by divine influence, but he "turns."
There is a thought of mere passivencss

in "be converted." but in "turn your
selves." "turn ye." "turn again," the
responsibility is put upon man. where it
in fact must rest. "God has given man
the power to turn, and has provided all
the means; but He calls upon man to
use what is thus made available—to
exercise liis power and turn into the
proper patii" (Co7iversion to God by
Alexander Brown), in its spiritual sense
our word "conversion" does mean this.

Looking first at the Eunuch we find
a man already worshipping the true
God, having travelled many, many miles
to obey His law at Jerusalem. He does
not need to "turn to God from idols to
serve the living and true God (1 Thess.

me?"

Not

all

who

heard tlie same message, and appar
ently had the same attitude to God,
made the same response, as our next
case so clearly and sadly
might well consider the
failure to do so, with the
discover why perhaps our

shows.
We
reasons for
intention to
owti reaction

was so alow, and to consider the general
situation with men and women. To all

persons of normal intelligence the gos
pel must have an appeal, yet how few
accept it.

To the Eunucli conversion meant not
a turning to God from idols but a turn
ing from the old covenant to the new.
One might think this to be a much

easier thing, and so it was in his case,

but we do not know how hard he fought
it to give up his thrice-a-year pilgrimage
to the glorious Temple, and enti-ust his
sacrifices to the priests, and to give him
self to lowly service to his fellows,
prayer, self-denial,

and

endeavour

to

cast out from his life every wrong
thought. Ihere would be also, how de
veloped wc do not know, the apostles'
teaching, the fellowship, the breaking of
the bi'ead and the prayers for those he
was able to biing to the same'know

ledge of the truth. Doubtless there were
Jews in Ethiopia who would be at least
approachable, and with such he would

already be in some kind of feJlowship—
possibly they had a synagogue, where
he had learnt the truth himself in
earlier days.

In Saul's ca."e. we tliink although the
main facts concerning Christ must have

been known, his mind had never really
considered them. Yet the words of the
Lord Jesus, "It is hard for thee to kick
against the goads." would indicate that

something was working

in

his

con

science that he was resisting. It could
be that he was so "wrapped up" in the
study of the Law and the traditions, and
sun'ounded by those of his own "clique"
and age, who regarded the actions of
the hierarchy as unquestionable, that

he never applied himself to the gospel.
But those "goads" were at work—the
demeanour, the defence and the death

of Stephen had made their impression,
and could not be effaced altogether, even
by his absorption in the fierce oersecu-
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tion; undertaken with that determina

NEWS

tion which was so completely reversed,
"turned," "converted," by his meeting

THECFiURCHES

with the Lord Jesus on the road to
Damascus. (See Acts 22:20; 23:1; 26:9;
1 Cor. 15:9).

God's concern for the Gentiles made
Him call Saul, for his special work was

to reveal Christ among them. The Phari
see of Pharisees could not be used in
Jerusalem (22:18 and 21). Perhaps this
was because it was so strong a testi

mony against their unbelief that an
eminent member of their nation had so

completely "turned," changed. The work
of Christ in his life was an irresistible

argument for the truth of the gospel.
Prom being the persecutor he became

the persecuted; from breathing out
threatening and slaughter ha turned to
breathing and preaching the spirit of
love and goodwill. He was indeed the

FROM

Blackburn. — William Jones, a young
man who has attended our meetings for

some time, was obedient to the Word
and was baptised on Tuesday, August
12th.

H.W.

Kirkcaldy (Rose Street).—We rejoiced
to hear the good confession and witness
the

immersion of

John

Roberts,

on

Lord's Day, 20th July. We trust that
he with us will continue to grow in grace

and the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.

Fort

Jameson,

j. moves.

Northern

Rhodesia.-

Three souls have been added to the

epistle of Christ known and read—and

church during the last two months. We

still equally known and read—of all men.
The change in Peter's outlook brought
about by God's leading in regard to

district

Cornelius we may regard simply as a de

velopment of a change which had al
ready taken place in his life through
contact with the Saviour. Nevertheless
it was a conversion, and a revolutionary
one in him. The prejudices of a life
time were removed by the submission
of his will to God's direction, and in
struction. It was no easy change.

Although the Saviour's parting words
and instructions made it ouite clear

that the gospel was for "every creature,"
this had not occurred to Peter, nor,

probably to the other apostles at that
time.

Their work had to be begun

among their own nation, but it could
not stay there. In a time of weakness
the old prejudices were allowed to sway
him (Gal. 2:12), but not to change his
faith in the truth of the matter. This
continuing "loyalty to Moses," as they

supposed, did much harm, and caused
much grief in the early days of the
church. Like other wrong attitudes of
mind and heart, it hindered progress
and destroyed unity so often.

Shall we ask one another, and humbly
seek God's help too, to what extent have
we turned each one into the Way,
changed into the character—been con
verted into the divine likeness? How
much of the Old Man remains with us?

Upon this depends the real progress of
the church—but so much a matter of

numbers as ot character^ ^

had two

visitors

of

from

the

Nyasaland—one

Lilongwe

evangelist

from America, D. Gilliam, and one an

African brother. Bro. Gilliam preached
on Lord's Day, August 4th, and I gave
the interpretation in Nyanja.

Brethren, pray for us. We here ai*e
also praying for you, for the great min
istrations you do for the needy of Afri
can brethren. May the richest blessing
of our heavenly Father rest upon you
continuously.
clayton nyanjaghA.

Woodstock, Cape Town. — During July

two people were baptised at Riversdale,
making the membership of the new work
there 17. It might require a permanent
worker there. At the moment Bro. Let

ters and his family go there every fort
night. They are responsible for the work
at Simonstown as well. At Simonstown
a man and his wife were baptised on
August 5th.
As a result of a cottage meeting con

vened at the home of this man and wife
a man was immersed into Christ on
August 14th.

On August 23rd our Children's Bible
School Anniversary was convened, and

a programme presenting the gospel in
recitation,

choruses,

etc.,

was

given.

With parents and children and brethren
of various churches in the Peninsula,
over 100 attended. Words of encourage
ment to the children and all concerned
in this noble work of teaching the young

were given by Bro. Conrad D. Steyn,
Evangelist, of the congregation, at Pine-

lands, Cape Town. Words of apprepia-
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tion and thanks were expressed by the
writer, superintendent of the Bible

Don't say it
A preacher had on his desk a notebook

School.

On August 24th, before the breaking
of bread, we witnessed a man immersed
into Christ. We'rejoice for the power
of the gospel. My recent visits to
churches in the Peninsula reveal them
as healthy and growing. Our Bible

School at Woodstock is also growing,
with a present roll of 57. The many per
sonal contacts I am making keep me
busy, and some seem willing to obey
the gospel. So pray for us. as we do for
you that these seasons of refreshing
might provoke us to do more and give
more to foster the

growth

of

God's

labelled 'Complaints ol members against
other members'. When one called to tRll

him the faults of another he would say.
•Here'.s my complaint book.
I'll write
down what you say and you can sign it.
Then when I take the matter up I shall
expect you to testify to that.'
The sight of the open book and ready

pen had it.s effect. 'O'h no, I couldn't sign

anything like that,' was the almost in
variable answer. And no entry was made.

The preacher kept the book for forty
years, opened it a thousand times, but
no entry was ever made.

Kingdom "while it is . . . called today."

Let your Light shine

Later Report.—We rejoice to sound out
the glad tidings that on September 7th
we heard the good confession and wit

level crossing, and the signalman in
charge had to appear in court. After

nessed three young women, two young
men and the wife of one of our young
brethren immersed into Christ.

Bro. Gray, one of the elders at Wood

stock,

emphasised

the

importance

New Testament baotism,

and

of

showed

that it was the only possible means of
entrance into the Body of Christ.
We contemplate starting a church of
the Lord in the home of

brethren at Bridgetown.

one

of

our

One night a man was run down at a

severe cross-examination he was still un

shaken. He insisted that he had waved
his lantern frantically, but to no avail.

The following day the superintendent
called him into his office.
'You did
wonderfully well yesterday," he said. 'I
was afraid you might waver.' 'Oh no.
sir.' replied Tom, 'but I was afraid that

lawyer was going to ask me whether my
lantern was lit!'

Athlone soon.

Having been unable to obtain ground
to build there we shall start in a small
way. We thank God for the open door
granted us, because, since convening
cottage meetings there regularly, the
people have been asking us to start a
work there. Thus the opportunity has
come for which we rejoice and are
thankful.
t. w. iiartlh.

My Daily Creed
Let me bo a little kinder.
Let me be a little blinder
To the faults of those about me.

Let me praise a little more;

Let me be when I am weai^
Just a little bit more cheery.
Let me serve a

little better

Those that I am striving for.
Let me be a

little braver

When temptation bids me waver;
Let me strive a little harder

To be all that I .should be;
Let mo be a

little meeker

With the brother who is weaker,
Let me think more of my neighbour
And a little less of me.

Bedminster, Bristol. —We record the
passing to higher sei*vice of John

Daniell. senior, at the age of 85 years.
Bapti.sed some 62 years ago he is sur
vived by seven sons, all of whom were
instructed well in the way of truth, and
six of whom have out on the Lord Jesus,
as a result of his teaching and example.

He was persuaded in the truth by the

late Bro, Robert Crawford, who "regu
larly visited the home in his capacity as
an insurance agent.

As the family met at the home just
prior to the interment. Bro. F. W. Wills
led in prayer, and Bro. S, W. Collins
conducted the service at Canford ceme
tery.

Steady, faithful and true were

the

tiibutes paid to him. and not only were
they tributes to his steiling character,
but also to the affection in which his

brethren held him. We mourn his pass
ing. but not as those without hope for
we shall meet again "when the day
dawns and the shadows flee away."

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

108

COMING

EVENTS

Kentish Town—Special meetings: Satur
day, October 11th; afternoon, 3 o'clock;
tea, 5.15; public meeting, 6.30. To praise
God, seek His blessing and encourage
one another. Hope Chapel has now
been used for 87 years—opened October
5th, 1871. Visitors warmly welcome.

Newtongrange.—Social meeting. October
18th. All in the district invited. Speak
ers: Bren. A. E. Winstanley (Tunbridge
Wells) and Andrew Glass (Kirkcaldy).

AN APPEAL FOR OLD HYMN
BOOKS

The Woodstock, South Africa, assem
bly very much need about two or three
dozen copies of the former hymn book
(1908 or later printings). However many
or few, whether single, or double column,
they will be welcome. Postage will be

paid by the church. Please write, or for
ward books to T. W. Hartle, 13 Portland
Road. Salt River. Cape

Town,

South

Africa.

East Ardsley (Main Street), Yorkshire).

—Anniversary, Saturday and Sunday,
November 1st and 2nd.

Saturday: tea

4.15, evening meeting 6 p.m., presided

THE NEW HYMN BOOK
To

over by Bro. J. Robottom, of Wortley.

Day.

Come and join us.

Individual

Members

Speakers: Bro. J. Thomasson (Morley),
Bro. G. Ellis (Wakefield). Bro. J. Thom
asson will serve the Church on Lord's

Churches and

It would be appreciated if churches
still intending to use the book order
now. Orders and

contributions so far

received have totalled £1,000, but this
CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Nevtftongrange.—Secretary, W. H. Allan,
18 Abbeygrange. Newtongrange. Midlo

is still £500 less than has been paid for
printing and binding the book. If you
send your order and payment as soon
as possible you will be helping to clear
off this outstanding amount.

thian.

BOOKS

WANTED

Does any reader have a set, or copies
of The Fundamentals which he is will

ing to sell? These books were published

by the Testimony Publishing Co., and
distributed by "Two Christian Laymen"
about 1912 or 1913. I am very anxious

to obtain a set, and would be glad to

hear from any brother or sister who
can help in any way.—^Albert G. Klapp,
19 Wodehouse Road, Old Hunstanton,
Norfolk.

Sufficient copies of the cloth-bound
edition are available to supply all
orders immediately.
The leather-bound

edition

has

sold

very well, and fewer than 150 copies re

main. These are excellent for presents
and personal use. Boimd in colours to
your own choice—black, brown or green.
Initials in gold on front cover as or
dered.

Please send inquiries and orders to:
Pred Hardy, "Windjnidge,"
Baghill
Green, West Ardsley, near Wakefield.
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Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
03 it uias in the beginning.
VOL. 24. No. 11

NOVEMBER, 1958

Who are Christians ?
SOME twenty-five years ago, the then Bishop of Liverpool, Dr. David, wrote a

pamphlet under the above title. Dr. L. P. Jacks, a leading Unitarian theologian,
had preached in the cathedi-al at the Bishop's invitation. This aroused great con
troversy and many protests were made to the Bishop and to his superior, the Arch
bishop of York, Dr. Temple. The Archbishop rebuked the Bishop for his action,
on the grounds that Unitarianism rejects certain doctrines of the "historic Christian
faith." especially the central truths of the deity of Christ, and His resurrection.

In reply to this censure. Dr. David wrote his pamphlet. Who are Christians?,
attempting to show that, in spite of their denial of such doctrines, Unitarians form

a "branch" of the Christian church. He supported their refusal to accept any
doctrine or fact in the Bible as necessarily true.

In other words, you can believe

anything or nothing and still be a good Unitarian by insisting upon and exercising
freedom of thought. Whatever is contrary to "the modern mind" must be rejected
Thus, mind is made into God; mind is the final arbiter and authority in all things.
Whatever in religious matters passes human comprehension can be ignored as being
untrue, myth, fable or allegory.
Vague use of the Term Christian

There is perhaps no word so loosely used as the word Christian. People of any
faith or of no faith at all are so termed. To "attend church" occasionally, to live in
a so-called "Christian country," to do a kind action now and then, to enjoy as
holidays the festivals of the church, to sing "Abide with me" among the crowd
at a football match, or to be a good sport, to play the game—these in the eyes of
many constitute a Christian. And on occasion the word is used even of those who

embrace another religion than Christianity, whose doctrines and works are opposed
to those of Jesus Christ. Perhaps the mcst ridiculous such instance was when

Mr. Dean Acheson, at that time United States Secretary of State, called on a group
of representatives of various countries of Buddhist, Hindu, Mohammedan and other
faiths to get tosethor as good Christians and settle their differences !
Even in religious circles the word Christian is applied to those who are not
so according to its New Testament meaning. We know, of course, that the term
occurs only three times In the Bible. In Acts 11:26 we learn that "in Antioch the

disciples were for the first time called Christians": in Acts 26:28 King Agrippa said
to Paul, "In a short time you think to make me a Christian!"; and in 1 Peter 4:6
the apcstle exhorts "yet if one suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but
under that name let him glorify God."
God's Revelation in Words

To some extent most of us are guilty of using words incorrectly. Language is
for the purpose of expressing thought as closely as possible, to give to others the

same impression cf things or facts as we have. We all know what it is to try to
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convey an Impression and yet to feel that our words have not done so. We have
either used the wrong words, or our vocabulary does not include the right ones. And.
yet the words exist, for language has been built around experience.
The revelation of God in the Bible is composed of words.

Various transla

tions from the original Hebrew and Greek aim to help us to understand better the

meaning of the writers. In this revelation God has used a method whereby those
who read or hear
eternal life. Too
sublime Scripture
meaning is clear.

can perfectly understand all things necessary for salvation and
often mysterious, mystical or theological meanings are given to
terms; hidden meanings are searched for when the obvious
We should surely give to words in the Bible those meanings they

have in ordinary circumstances. It is not being "literalists" or "legalistic" to try
to find exactly what God means in using such words through the writers of the
Bible.

One of the first essentials in law is to use words correctly, to define them

accurately and to limit or extend their meaning to what the law intends. Legal
documents are to the non-legal mind quaintly worded. This is because they have

to state things specifically in exact terms. Documents must leave no doubt as to
whom or to what their terms apply, when and under what circumstances.
New Testament Christians

It is a maxim often ignored in Bible reading, study and preaching that we need
to find out to whom, for what purpose and under what circumstances certain things
are said and promises made. By ignoring this we can quite easily apply to our
selves commands and promises given to the Jews under the Old Covenant, or to

apostles of Christ in the New. That is just what has happened to the word Christian.
Without troubling to find out who are designated Christians in the New Testament
the term is applied to all sorts of people in a way unknown to the New Testament.
Two of the references are in Acts. Acts has been well-named "The Book of
Conversions." Bro. Alexander Brown's book Conversion to God is a study of all
the conversions recorded in the book of Acts. There we find how in those first

days of the New Covenant men became Christians, were saved, added to the church.
Through faith in Christ as Saviour and Lord, repentance towards God,, confession
of Christ and immersion into Christ came the new relationshin to Christ Jesus.

Only such were Christians in those first pure days of the gospel, and only such are
designated Christians in the New Testament. The epistles were written to Christians,
and in writing his first epistle Peter exhorts his readers to suffer as Christians.
Unknown to the New Testament are the modem methods of "making Chris
tians"—infant sprinkling, penitence forms, inquiry rooms, raising of the hand or

rising from one's seat, the filling in of a form of membership or other declaration.
The New Testament makes Christians

If a foreigner desires to become a citizen of the country in which he now lives,
he has to sign papers agreeing to be bound by the laws of that coimtry. He becomes
thus an adopted member and henceforth shares all the privileges and undertakes
the responsibilities of those who are members by birth. The foreigner may be

living in a far worthier and more loyal manner than the natural sons of the country,
but that does not make him a citizen. He does not think it hard that, in spite of

his unquestioned loyalty, he has to submit to a form whereby he becomes a natural
ised citizen. If this be so in everyday dealings why should it be looked upon as

legalistic or harsh if God requires that to become citizens in the heavenly Kingdom
men must submit to His way as laid down in the New Testament? And why should

we be regarded as narrow-minded if we designate as Christians only those whom
the New Testament so speaks of? It is not regarded as strange if in any other walk
in life we insist upon giving names only to those things or people to which they
apply. Why then is it wrong in divine, eternal and spiritual things?
The words of the Bible are not to be loosely used. They are vital, literally
matters of life or death. Peter was to tell Cornelius words by which he was to be
saved (Acts 11:14). "It pleased God by the foolishness of the preaching to save
them that beUeve." (1 Cor. 1:21). The gospel is, as the hymn says,
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'Wonderful words of life.'

True. Jesus Christ is the Word made flesh, through whom God speaks to us
to-day. The cry is often heard, "We must get back beyond the written word to the
living Word. Jesus Christ." This sounds plausible, but is quite meaningless. For
how can we reach or know the living Word without or apart from the written word?
There is scarcely a sentence about Jesus Christ but what comes from the Bible, and
almost no literature through which we can know Him or of Him apart from the
New Testament.

So we must come back to the written word.

There is not space in this article to enlarge upon the glories of tiie name
Christian. It has been cur aim to show who ai-e Christians in the New Testament

(and there is no other) sense. In doing this we pray that we are not guilty of
arrogance, bigotry or sell-righteousness, but are simply "speaking of Bible things in
Bible terms." "Where the Bible speaks we speak; where the Bible is silent we are
EDITOR.

silent."

CONDUCTED BY

L. CHANNING
Send

your questions
direct to L. Channinf*,
9 Ripon Street,
Aylesbury, Bucks

Q. Is it necessary for Christian women to have their heads covered whilst
engaged in public worship?

A. There is a great difference of viewpoint amongst some sections of the
brotherhood over this question, but the scriptures are clear on the matter. Paul

deals with this subject in l Corinthians 11:2-16 and a study of this passage will
provide us with a definite answer to the question.

The Principle. Paul begins with a very significant statement, exhorting his
readers to "keep the ordinances, as I delivered them to you." He uses a very
similar phrase in regard to the Lord's Supper (see verse 23). This should serve

to remind us. from the very outset, that the teachings contained in this chapter

are not subjcct to fashion or fancies but are the commands of the Lord.

Paul then lays down a principle upon which his subseauent conclixsions in
regard to head-covering in worship are based. In verse 3, he affirms that there
is a divine order, namely that God is the head of Christ, Christ is the head of the
man. and man is the head of the woman. He then shows m verses 4 and 5 that,

iri worshipping God. the divine order must be acknowledged by the man having

his head uncovered and the woman covering her head. He points out that to do
otheiwise is for the man to dishonour Christ, and the woman to dishonour man.

Women With Uncovered Heads. But the main point of contention at Corinth,
as in these days, seemed to be whether women should worship with uncovered

heads. Paul emphatically states that a woman appearing in public worship in
this manner is as bad as it her head had been shorn, in fact he says that if she
is going to thus repudiate the God-given acknowledgement of her subjection to
man. "let her also be shorn." It was a disgrace tor a woman to have her head
shorn, for shaving the crown of the head was the penalty for shamelessness in
married women. Paul is saying that if a woman does not want to be considered
a shameless woman, let her acknowledge the divine order and cover her head in
wci-shipping God.

Good Objections. Against this it is often argued that a woman's head covering
Is her hair. Certainly Paul does mention this later in the passage, but not In the
same connection. If the hair is the covering of which Paul speaks, then it must
be the same covering which is referred to in the case of the man. Since the man
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is to worship with uncovered head, it would mean that he would have to be bald!
The verse we are considering proves conclusively that Paul has in mind an addi

tional covering besides the hair. If he meant that the woman's hair w^ the
covering, then if she was uncovered, she would be without hair. How then could
Paul say "let her be shorn." for she would be shorn already?
Another objection is that since Paul used in this verse the word for covering
which in the Revised Version is translated by the word "veil," it means that if
the woman is to follow Paul's injunction today she must not only cover her head,
but her face as well. This, it is argued, proves that Paul's words had only a tem

porary and local application. But the word used in the original is the Greek word
katakalupto. which means "to cover up." or "cover oneself." This word perfectly
fits the case, for both Grecian and Roman women did not often wear headgear,

except as a kerchief. When they wished to cover their heads they used part of
their loose outer garment, much in the same way as in our day women use shawls.
A few biblical authorities assert that Grecian women in Paul's day veiled them

selves in public, including the covering of the face. But there does not seem to
be sufficient evidence to support such a claim. This writer has consulted a number
of authorities, including works on Grecian and Roman costume, and the reverse
seems to be the case. This is true also of female costume of the period represented
in Greek sculpture and pottery design. Again if it were true that women of the

period so habitually veiled themselves, then one fails to see why Paul had to go
to such lengths to exhort women to cover their heads In worship.

Again, all authorities consulted agree that even amongst the Jews women were
not heavily veiled, but mostly wore some simple type of head covering. The idea,
perhaps inadvertently given by the Revised Version in using the word "veiled," of
women of Paul's day being as heavily veiled as the women of the Middle East
today, is quite erroneous. This came much later as a result of the teachings ot
Mohammed.

Paul therefore teaches that women are to cover their heads in worship as a sign

of the headship of man. and he adds in verse 7 that "the woman is the glory of
the man." The type of head covei-ing is deliberately not specified, nor does he go
into intricate details as to how much of the head ought to be covered.

It is the

sign of the acknowledgement of the divine order that matters.
Head covering and the Angels. However. Paul does continue with a state
ment in verse 10 which is not easy to understand.

"For this cause ought the

woman to have a sign of authoi-ity on her head, because of the angels." (R.V.I.
The explanation which seems to the writer most satisfactory is that Paul is here
advancing an additional reason for women covering their heads. It lies in the fact
that God in His infinite wisdom is working out His divine purposes through the

church, not only before men, but even before the heavenly host (see Eph. 3:10).
CJertainly, the angels are presented in the scriptures as being intensely interested
in man's salvation (see Heb. 1:14: 1 Pet. 1:12). Therefore, even though women

may be publicly worshipping, yet not in a mixed assembly where men are present
they are reminded by Paul that they are still in the presence of the angels, and
therefore must acknowledge the divine order, and wear a "sign of authority" on
their heads.

Further Argument By Analogy. Paul further reinforces his argument by
analogy, the same method of argument he uses in the fifteenth chapter of this

epistle. He exhorts his readers to use their judgement further, and he appeals to
nature, showing that even nature has made a difference in head covering between
the man and the woman (verses 13-15). Note again that Paul is

arguing

by

analogy, for failure to take this into account has led to much confusion of thought
on this matter. He does NOT say, or imply, that the natural head covering of the
woman (the hair), is sufficient when publicly worshipping. He has already shown
that an additional artificial head covering is needed.

Silencing Further Argument.

Finally,

Paul

silences

any

further

possible

argument with an emphatic statement. "But If any man seem to be contentious,
we have no such custom, neither the churches of God." (verse 16). Goodspeed's
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translation has one of the clearest renderings of this verse. "But if anyone is dis
posed to be contentious about it, I for my part recognise no other practice in
worship than this and neither do the churches of God." Therefore neither Paul
nor any of the New Testament churches recognised any other practice than that

of women covering their heads in public worship. To place the opposite meaning
on this passage as some do, and infer that after Paul had carefully presented
teaching on the subject, laying down principles, and backing them up with reasoned
argument, he was prepared in the face of contention to dismiss the whole thing
as mere custom, or of no consequence, reduces the whole passage to absurdity, and
is dishonouring to the Holy Spirit.

Conclusion. The command, therefore, for men to have their heads uncovered

and women to have their heads covered whilst engaged in public worship is as
binding today as it was in New Testament days.

•^The Pope is Dead'
THE New Pontiff will be the 262nd alter the first Pope, St. Peter, who was appointed
by Jesus Christ.—"News Chronicle," Thursday, Ociober 9th, 1958,
Arising out of the late Pope's death our attention has been drawn to the above
item. A brother suggests that "a good number of . . . readers will be astounded

by this statement." If they know anything about the New Testament they cer
tainly will be astounded. For cool, deliberate presentation of so-called fact this
takes some beating, and the propaganda department of the Roman Catholic Church

itself could not better it. For there is not a word of truth in the paragraph. The
New Pontiff will not be the 262nd, for no Pontiff was recognised for some 250 years
after Christ. "St." Peter was not the first Pope, nor was he appointed so by Jesus
Christ. Not even the most biassed Roman Catholic can advance a shred of evidence
for any of these contentions.

Yet we find such statements blandly uttered in a paper which, in its origin, was
politically Liberal and religiously Nonconformist—two systems which were totally
opposed to the totalitarian pseudo-religious system headed by "Our Lord God the

Pope." Is this what Liberalism and Nonconformity have come to? Are they, too,
falling down to worship the Great Beast, with its blasphemous names and claims?
The more "tolerant and broadminded" view of Roman Catholicism and the acknow

ledgement of the Pope as the head of Christendom (whatever that may be) are, as
our correspondent says, "a terrible indication of the state of the world in its
political and religious thinking."

It is terrible indeed when the daily press, which should treat facts as sacred,
adopts the B.C. practice of proving its claims by simply restating them. What
difference is there between this method and Hitler's philosophy of repeating a lie
until it is accepted as truth? Tlie R.C. claims would not bear examination In any
reputable law court. They are not accepted intellectually or in heart by that
church's own thinking members. Most of her priests will make not the slightest
attempt to defend her claims or doctrines. Yet we find at such a time as a Pope's
death many non-adherents to the Roman faith, who should know better, will declare
their grief at the loss of "a great Chi-istian," and will almost acknowledge him
as the leader of Christian civilisation, instead of the revelation of Anti-Christ,
exalting himself above all that is called God or that is worshipped, setting himself
forth as God; and his system the masterpiece of Satan.

What is there in Roman Catholicism which seems to strike terror into men's

hearts; which makes them so afraid of speaking out against it both politically and
religiously? So tolerantly do many religious denominations now regard this mon

strous counterfeit of Christianity that they are placing themselves in as great peril
as "the mother of harlots." For as the R.C. church is to come to the doom appointed
her by God, the Protestant and Nonconformist bodies are in danger of their being
imder "strong delusion, that they might believe a lie" in looking so favourably upon
a system which is so obviously unchristian and anti-Christian as is Roman Catho

licism.

C. MELLING.
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Our Biblcj III,
Tyndale more than any other person has profoundly affected the course of all
subsequent English versions, for he was able to express in simple, beautiful and

dignified English the Greek text in such a manner that all other translators have
simply revised his own expressions. One authority states tliat nine-tenths of the
Authorised New Testament is Tyndale"s, including its best renderings. The striking
resemblance of his edition of 1534 to the King James Version can be seen, apart
from some peculiarities of the ancient spellir^, in this quotation of Philipplan s
2:5-11;

"Let the same mynde be in you the which was in Christ Jesu. Which beynge m
the shape of God and thought yt not robbery to be eo.ual with God. Neverthelesse. he made hymsylt'e of no reputation and toke on him the sliape
of a servaunte, and becam lyke unto men. and was found in his apoarell as
a man He humbled hymsjife and becam obedient unto deeth, even the deeth
of the crosse. Wherfore God hath exalted hym and gyven liym a name
above all names, that in the name of Jesus shulde evere knee bowe, both of
thingis in heven and thingis in erth and thingis under erth, and that all

tonges shulde confesse that Jesus Christ is the Lorde, unto the orayse of
God the Father."

Tyndale translated with the common people in mind, concerned that the true
meaning of the passage might be expressed in clear English. He rejected many ot
the ecclesiastical terms, such as penance, chartiy, priest, where he did not find justi
fication for them in the original, thus bringing added criticism against himself from
the clergy, but also adding greatly to the accuracy of the English translation. It
is difficult for us to imagine the sufferings and sacrifices of tliis great man in giving
to his own people the word of God, for the English Bible owes more to Tyndale
than to any other person.
The Coverdale Bible

Between 1525 and 1536 at least 50,000 copies of Tyndale's New Testament had

been purchased in England, in the face of bitter opposition of Church and King.
But under a changing public opinion and a different attitude on the part of the
King, Miles Coverdale brought out a complete English version of the Bible (1535)—
the first complete printed Bible in English. While not an original worker, Coverdale
was a good editor, revising skil i'ully Tyndale's version of the New Testament and
making use of Tyndale's translation of the Pentateuch, Zwingli's Swiss-German
Bible, Luther's German Bible and the Latin Vulgate. Coverdale's was the first

English Bible to separate the apocryphal books from the other books of the Old
Testament, following the example of Luther. All later Englisli versions have
followed this precedent of separating the apocryphal books. In 1546 at the council
of Trent the Roman Catholic Church for the first time made it a dogma that these
books should be equal in authority with the other books of the Bible in spite of
the fact that neither the Hebrew canon received them nor did Jerome, the trans
lator of the Latin Vulgate, the official Roman Catholic Bible. The second edition
of Coverdale's Bible appeared in 1537. bearing tlie inscription. "Set forth with the
king's most gracious license."
Mathew's Version

This Bible was in x-eality tlie Tyndale Bible completed by a close friend, John
Rogers, and published in 1537. Making use of Tyndale's translation of the Books
of Genesis to 2 Chronicles and of Coverdale's translation from Ezra to Malachi, and
his Apocrypha, as well as Tyndale's New Testament, Rogers revised slightly and
published this new version evidently at Antwerp. He knew that if Tyndale's name
were given to it the book would be opposed, so he used the name of Thomas Mathew
as editoi*, either a pseudonym or the name of a helper in the work. Through the
support of Archbishop Cranmer and Thomas Cromwell the version received the
authorisation of the king for its sale and reading. In this same year Coverdale
also received authorisation for his ver.sion for English readers. As has been so
often pointed out, the New Testament that had been publicly burned and opposed
by the king some eleven years before was now authorised by him for sale and
reading by the people, within a year of the death of its translator, Tyndale.
(To be continued.)
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Conference at Eastwood
BROTHER R. McDONALD. DewsbiuT, presided over the Conl'erence, held in the
Walker Street Secondary Modern School, on Saturday, September 27th. At the
commencement the number of brethren present was small, but increased as the

conference proceeded.

Brother Hood, of Hindley, opened with prayer, and Brother

Leslie Daniell, ol" Bristol, read the lesson, l Cor. l.

Financial

Position.—Brother Macdonald, treasurer, announced that the com

mittee had at present a balance in hand of £3.142.
Work at Great Yarmouth.—The Annual Rally with the fishermen from

the

North of Scotland will be held (D.V.) in Great Yarmouth on 18th October.

An

earnest appeal was made by Brother Hood for as many as could to attend this yearly
rally of the brethren from the North. He assured us that all who could possibly
be present would find it really worth while. Brother David Dougall, evangelist,
who meets the brethren from Peterhead and district, mentioned that this week at

Great Yarmouth is a worthwhile work.

A tremendous amount of good is achieved

which often shows results

brethren

when

the

return

north.

The

committee

expressed theii' appreciation of the Slamannan District in allowing Brother Dougall
to go south.
Place of next Conference and convention—To be held, D.V., March 28th and
September, 1959, both at Eastwood.
Devotional Session.—Three .subjects from 1 Cor. 1-.30 were selected for

the

afternoon meditation. Brother Allan, Blackburn, speaking on "Christ our Right
eousness," reminded us of the age-old problem, "How shall a man be right with
God?" and how even the Apostle Paul, faced with the question, could not meet the
righteousness of God by works of the law, or his own righteousness. God had chosen
to impart the righteousness of Christ by imputation (2 Cor. 5:2), thus making
man right before God, through faith and obcdience in His Son. Man without
Christ stands naked with his unrighteousness exposed to the wrath of God. With
Christ he is complete, clothed with His righteousness and justified before God.

Brother Tom Macdonald very concisely gave a few helpful thoughts on "Clarist
our Sanctification." The word "sanctification" means "to set apart," and simply
did not end at the Christian's immersion. Whilst the sects may take the thought
of sanctiflcation ridiculously to the extreme, we may miss the truth in om- criticism

of their teaching. Whilst God has set us apart through His Son there was a great
need for holiness in living. The first sermon by Jesus contained the important
statement, "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God." As the Levitlcal
priests were set apart and consecrated for service in the tabernacle and temple, so
Christians play the same role to-day, priests, dedicated, sanctified thi'ough holy
living for the service of God.

Brother Ralph Limb, Eastwood, called upon at the last moment, spoke very
convincingly on "Christ our Redemption."

Thoughts from his address were: "Re

demption," meaning "to buy back." Until Christ came man was under bondage
and slavery, sold to the devil. Powerless to aid himself, and having no redeemer,
he was without hope in the world. Christ's coming and resurrection altered the
whole outlook and position of man befoi-e God. His coming had one purpose In

view, "to give His life a ransom for many." Faith in Christ's redemptive blood sets
one free. "He breaks the power of cancelled sin. He sets the prisoner free." Those
redeemed now have the glorious hope of being among the redeemed who will acclaim
"Worthy is the Lamb that was slain." This note was a triumphant one on which
to end the afternoon session.

In the Evening Meeting over seventy were present, and the writer presided over
the gathering. Brother Hugh Davidson, from Motherwell, gave the first address.

He dealt with a very familiar text, "Behold the Lamb of God. which taketh away
the sin of the world." His exposition gave a clear conception of Jolm the Baptist's
statement.
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Brother Tom Macdonald, Dewsbury, took over the second part of the meeting,

owing to the original speaker being indisposed. His text, 2 Cor. 3:5, was used to
stress the importance of om- human weakness and God's strength. We fail, he
maintained, if we strive on our own resources. Our sufficiency must come from
God.

Our weakness must be made perfect in His strength.

We are indebted to the Eastwood brethren for their kind hospitality. We cer

tainly "lacked no good thing."

A.A.

We think it quite safe to state that

SCRIPTURE

I

READINGS

„ 9—Deut. 10:12-32. Acts 10:34-48.
„ 16—Isaiah 45:9-25. Acts 11:1-18.
„ 23—Isaiah 55.
Acts 11:19-30.
„ 30—2 Kings 6:8-23. Acts 12:1-19.
ABOUT

state, and less than the former. We
must remember that both "belief," and

"faith" in our English language repre
sent one Greek word. We do have two

differing conceptions of what is meant
by them. The "faith" which is essen
tial to pleasing God is certainly an in

NOVEMBER, 1958
Nov. 2—Psalm l. Acts 10:17-33.

MORE

true conversion is more than the latter

tellectual assent but it involves trust or

confidence in a person when Christian
faith is in view. We would suggest that

CONVERSION

We dealt somewhat with the question
of conversion in our notes on October

readings, and this is not surprising, see
ing that the book of Acts is a book of
conversions. Perhaps more should be
written before we leave some of the de

tails of the subject, because it is im
portant and much confusion exists

use of tiie simpler word "turning"
makes for a better understanding of the
change which takes place in a life when
Christ is accepted.
All the evidence in Scripture points
to the use by our Father of natural
means to achieve His ends in dealing
with His creatures.

He has endowed us

and

with all the capacities we have, and
they are intended to enable us to glorify
Him. He treats us always as reasoning

many others betwixt and between. On

creatures with wills of our own—under

the one .hand

our own control and responsible to Him,

about it.

There are

two

extreme

there

is

views

the

thought

which was and is much in view,

that

the experience only comes direct from
heaven into a person's mind and heart,
stimulated and
earnest prayer.

almost

produced

by

the Maker and Giver, for their use. it
quite obvious that otherwise we

is

should be machines, not men.

We are quite certain that God

has

made direct communications to men. He

A kind of miraculous faith has to be

generated or given from heaven to the
individual. He or she positively feels
the moving of the Spirit and has assui-ance at a fixed moment of his or her

salvation. We have known of a lady
who saw the Saviour and He spoke

also miraculously endowed the apostles,
and gave them power to pass on miracu
lous powers to others. How otherwise
could twelve men have preached the

gospel to the whole creation? in send
ing His Son He did certainly "interfere"
in order to reveal Himself to us with a

peace to her soul—so she does not need
to be baptised. Visions and appearances
play a part in some cases, and of course
there is a change in life manifested.
This is manifestly liable to be a mis
take, for some have had these feelings

clarity sufficient to remove any excuse

several

have

ceptance of truth that is required, and

gone back into sinful habits, and had
the same experience again.

it is a wholehearted thing, not a mere
assent of the niind. It is scripturally
described as a birth, a spiritual birth
issuing in both physical, mental and

times

and

at

intervals

On the other hand we have the de

nial of any particular feelings. The
conversion is just an intellectual assent
to the facts of the gospel, followed by
that change in behaviour which oegins with the act of obedience in bap
tism.

of ignorance. The
authority detiended

assurance
upon the

of His
miracu-

lous.and still does, but once the revela
tion has been made, it has been left to
man to carry it forward. It is the ac

spiritual service. It is written that "God
is a Spirit," and man is body, soul am
spirit.

The conversions we are studying teac.
us a relationship between the super
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natural and the natural. In the case ot

Cornelius we may look at it this way.
First the miraculous: an angel spoke
to Cornelius. God spoke to Peter in a
vision, in Cornelius's house God im
mersed the believers in the Holy Spirit.
The latter is not directly stated but is
perfectly clear from Acts 1:5 and 11:16.
Then the normal: Cornelius prayed, he
obeyed the angel, Peter fasting thought
upon the words of God, connected this
with the messengers from CorneUus.
spoke the gospel to the Gentilfes, bap
tised them upon belief and confession.
Providential happenings of a natural
order are as likely to bring men to
gether in a normal way for the same
purpose and with the same results, but
in this case the initial work of preach
ing to the "whole" creation, not to the

Jews only, had to be begun by Peter un
der special divine guidance. Once this
was made perfectly clear to Peter the re
sponsibility for failure to implement it,
lay with Peter—and on one occasion he
did fail (Gal. 2:llff.).

The responsibility for placing God's
terms of pardon before sinners is ours,
but it must be according to the revela
tion made once and for all. The writer
on one occasion spent about six hours
with professing and baptised Christians

in a talk about this matter, and dis
covered to his grief and disappointment
that although they claimed to believe
the Bible "just as we do," they did not
believe Acts 2:38. They did not believe
that baptism could be "for remission of
sins."

We need to take a

"whole" view of

this matter. The gospel faces us with
our own sinfulness and God's great
love. Unless we are really MOVED to
sorrow and to turning away from sin
by these, the act of obedience which
completes the turning is a hollow

sham. Unless the sorrow and tui'ning
result in the initial obedience, we have
not really changed our position before
God, even if the life shows the reaction
to be real. Ignorance produced by lack

of knowledge or the deceit practised,
culpably or otherwise, by so many reli
gious leaders, may perhaps be excusable
until the truth is read in the Book, or

otherwise made plain.

The sad thing

is that the witholding of the truth seems
to be deliberate in some measure, and
the matter remains one of the causes of
•livision.

May our Father help us to be clear in
ur attitude, and loving in our declarawon of it,
R. B. SCOTT.

Aylesbury.—We are happy to have with
us our brother David Murphy, from the
church at Dewsbury. He hopes to be
with us for the two-year period of his
National Service. He is a keen and very
capable servant of the Lord, and we
know that he will be a great asset to
the work here.

l. channing.

Blackburn.— During September, a Mis
sion with Bro. David Dougall, evange
list, proved very profitable in that two

souls were added to the assembly and
to our Redeemer's Kingdom — Jean
Maguire, from the Lord's Day School,
and Barbara Campbell, who has been

attending the gospel meetings for a long
time.
Others
from
denominations
around were greatly impressed. We have

all been encouraged to go forward by
our brother's ministrations in so humbly
and forcibly proclaiming the Word. Our
meetings were fairly well attended dur

ing the weeknights; at weekends they
doubled in numbers, due to our Wigan,
Ince, Hindley. Cleveleys and Nelson
brethren, some of whom came four or

five times. Real team spirit was particu
larly shown by Hindley and Scholes

brethren who came some 40 or 50 strong
On two occasions. Bro, Dougall also gave
interesting instruction by film strip lec
tures, on The History of the Church.

We pray that God will abundantly bless
our brother wherever he may go with
the Glorious Gospel and that His olessing may be upon the good seed sown.

Kentish Town.—It was a special plea»
sure to welcome to our anniversary
meeting, held on October lith. many
members of other churches who came

to encourage us and join us in worship,
thanksgiving and mutual help. There
was opportunity for social intercourse
and the renewal of contacts in the in

terval when 55 partook of tea, made
ready by the sisters and completely paid
for by generous contributions.
Bro. J. Black, for some years in mem
bership with us, presided over the
gatherings, coming from Ulverston to

do so. Bren. Paul ^ones and James
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Maltman opened a discussion in the
afternoon on "the greatest need of the
church to-day," with timely and help
ful thoughts. They spoke in the even
ing—Bi-o. Jones on Paul's striking words
"Woe is me if I preach not the gospel,"
and Bro. Maltman on "the vicissitudes

of life," illustrated by the reaction ot
the Saviour to His trials. Hearty sing

ing and happy fellowship completed the
day.
Bro. Jones was able to serve us also

on the Lord's

Day, speaking

to

the

church in the morning on "doing well"
(Mark 7:37; Matt. 25:21), to the child
ren in the afternoon, and preaching in
the evening on the One Safe Insurance
Policy.
K- R- SCOTT.

Leicester (Church Gate).—We rejoice in
the addition of one more to the Church
of which Jesus Christ is the Head. Ken

neth Lewis was baptised at Loughboro'
on Lord's Day, October 5th, and re
ceived into fellowship on October 12th.
at Leicester.

STANDARD

Morley.—The Church here enjoyed a
season of real refreshing, in the blessing

and fellowship of our annual autumn
rally, held October 4th and 5th.
After tea, prepared by our sisters, to
which about 100 sat down, a public
meeting was held on the Saturday even
ing, presided over by Bro. Robert Mcdonald, of Dewsbury.
We had as speakers, the past and pre
sent editors of the Scrifflure Slandanl—
Bro.

Walter

Crosthwaite

and

Bro.

Carlton Melling.
Bro. Crosthwaite took for his subject
"When the Son of man cometh, shall

he find faith in the earth?" Space for
bids to enlarge on the fine address he

gave, but all who heard it will long re
member it. Bro. Melling gave some in
teresting "Facts of the Gospel": enlarg
ing upon some of the lesser facts of the
Gospel, besides dwelling on the major
ones.

On the Lord's Day, Bro. Melling ex
horted the Church in the afternoon and

Bro. Crosthwaite preached the Gospel.

s. u

He took for his subicct, "How to Read

Loughborough.—The 117th birthday oi
the church meeting here was celebrated

by meetings on Saturday and Lord's
Day, September 27th and 28th. A good
company of brothers and sisters from

the Bible." and

asked,

"How

readest

thou?" Some strangers were present
who could not fail to be impressed by
this sterling defence of the "Old Book"

and the

"old time"

handling

of

the

far and near were present: 75 sat down
for tea, and gratitude and praise were

wi-itten Word.

expressed to the sisters for such an ex

sister churches in other districts were

cellent meal.

present. We are grateful for their sup
port. We look back with thankfulness
and praise, and look forward with faith

In the evening, Bro. Basil Jayne was
chairman, and we listened to messages
from brethren F. Salt, of Leicester, and
A. E. Winstanley. of Tunbridge Wells.
The former's subject was "Walking with

God," and the latter's "The One Body."
Both subjects were very ably dealt with.
Some strangers were present and the
singing was excellent.
On Lord's Day, Bro. Winstanley ad
dressed the church in the morning,

parents and scholars in the afternoon,
and in the evening preached the gospel
to a good company, his theme being.
"How to become a

Christian."

There

were those present who were looking
for that way: a young man from Leices
ter decided to walk therein, and was
baptised the following Lord's Day even
ing.

The church is grateful to all who
travelled long distances to be with us.
and to the speakers who served us so
well.

We had

cause

to

thank

take courage, and go forward.

God.

e.h.

On the Saturday, many members from

and courage.

Since the above report, we have
even greater cause for rejoicing.
Lord's Day, October 12th, two of
Sunday Scliool scholars, Michael
Elaine Gaunt, brother and sister,

had
On
our
and
ex

pressed a desire to follow their Lord
and were baptised at the afternoon
naeeting around the Lord's Table and
received into the Church "the self-same
hour." Michael is 17, Elaine 12.
We
pray their young lives will be richly
blessed in the

service

of

Him whose

name they now bear.
U.AKOl.D

nAtNES.

Rosyth, Dunfermline.—Progress on the
renovation of our new building is pro
ceeding satisfactorily. Electrical, plumb
ing and plaster work has been com

pleted. The new floor has been laid anr''
painting has now begun. There ha
been more work to do than was orig:
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nally estimated, and completion is not
expected until the end of November.

Since our appeal for an additional
£200 to complete the work, we have had
an interest free loan of £150 and fur
ther gifts of £11 15s. so that we are

not far from our target figure.
response from the brethren

has

The
been

very gratifying and a source of amaze
ment to outsiders who, of course, do not
realise that we cannot avail ourselves

of worldly methods of raising funds, but
are solely dependent on the Lord's open
ing the hearts of the brethren. Any
further contributions will be gratefully
accepted. Please note my address is now
140 Wemyss Street, Rosyth, by Dunfermline.

w. hrown.

the Bible school by means of slides on
scripture topics. We thank God for this

time of uplift and spii-itual rejoicing and
trust that the seed sown may bear more
fruit in the near future,

w. smith.

IIEHiiilOii
llkeston.—It is with deep sorrow that
we record the death of Bro. Albert Sev

ern. who fell asleep in Jesus on Friday,
September 26th. Our brother was 59
years old. and had been in ill-health for

a long time. Joining the Church eleven
years ago. he was inuenced largely by
his late wife Bertha (n6e Gregory) to
give his heart to his Saviour, and right
to the end he was a faithful and loyal

Tranent—It is with great joy that we
record the addition of a young soul to
our number. Frieda Sinclair, daughter
of Bro. and Sis. Jas. Sinclair, put on her
Saviour in baptism on Sunday, Septem

Of a quiet and friendly disposition, he
was greatly respected both in private
and in church life. This was shown by

ber 7th.

the

We thank God for this further

member of the church.

number

of

church-members

fellow-workmen who gathered

salvation.

their last respects to him. The funeral
service was conducted by Bro. A. E.
Winstanley. Truly such souls are the
•'salt of the earth." We hope to meet
him again when the Saviour comes to
gather up His jewels.
He leaves a son, a daughter and three
grand-daughters to mourn his loss. We
commend them to a loving Heavenly

d. scott.

Tunbridge Wells.—This would seem an

opportune time to give a review of the
Camp held at Paddock Wood, Kent, dur
ing the last week in July. We thank all
who came, which enabled it to be run

on an economic basis, so that the Camp

paid for itself. We extend our deepest
thanks to the sisters who took charge of
the preparation of meals.

The weather

treated us very kindly, especially for the
day's coach outing to Folkestone. God
willing, there will be a similar Camp
held next year. Although no details are
yet known, please keep it in mind for
your future plans, especially young
people.
May this spiritual feast next

year have you as one of its guests.
D. L. DANIELI..

Wigan, Albert Street.—^We had inspiring
times together duing the first week of
September, holding meetings on eight
nights in which Bro. Ted Lake, a
•'.S'.nadian

evangelist, preached the Gos-

1 and by the aid of charts gave stirring
sages.
Our meetings were well attended and visitors deeply impressed; we
were much encouraged by the interest
.shown and our hearts gladdened because
of one being oaptlsed.
We trust our
sister may be kept faithful to the end.
Bro. Lake also exhorted the Church on

two Lord's Days and gave messages to

to

and

proof of the power of the gospel unto

pay

Father, the source of all comfort. May
they receive strength in this hour ol'
trial to bear their loss.

k.g.

Tranent.—It is with much sorrow that

we record the passing of Sis. Isa Black.

After a short illness, patiently borne,
submissive to our Heavenly Father's
will, she fell asleep in Jesus on October
4th, at the age of 38.
She died in the faith, in the certain
hope of a glorious resurrection. Bro.
Tom Nisbet, who knew her well, being

her teacher both in Sunday School and
Bible Class, officiated at the funeral,
both in the home, and at the graveside.
He spoke words of appreciation, com
fort, and hope to all near and dear. All

who loved her we commend to the grace
and mercy of our Heavenly Father.
When the weary ones we love
Enter on their rest above.
Seems the earth so poor and vast.
All of life is overcast.
Hush, be every mourner dumb,
It Is only "till he come." d. scott.
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WHAT

ARE

YOU

PREPARED

TO

OF CHRIST'S

STANDARD

GIVE

TOWARDS

THE

EXTENSION

KINGDOM?

As most of you are aware, we of the
Church of Christ at ince-in-Makerfield
(LancasWre) have long needed a meet

89, recently handed our treasurer a
pound note—the result of 6d. per week
saving. Will you follow their example?

ing-place 01' our own so that our work

By LOans.—Either with or without in
terest. We hope to be able to repay at
the rate of £100 per year.

for the Master can go on more effect

ively. After much effort to secure a suit
able site, and after experiencing some
obstacles, we have now purchased a plot
of land.

The plot, 72 feet by 97 feet, and cost
ing £250, is on a new housing estate ot
some 600 houses.

We reported in the "S.S." of March.
1958, that we hoped to erect a prefabri
cated building, but a builder has been
contracted, who, along with voluntary
labour of the brethren, is able to erect
a brick structure at a greatly reduced
cost. Accordingly, a new plan has been
submitted and approved, and in a mat
ter of weeks we hope to commence work
on the site.

We estimate that we can

erect and furnish our meeting-place for
£2,000, including the cost of the land,
and we feel sure that none will accuse
us of extravagance if this is achieved.
Our present position is as follows;
Total gifts to date .... £523 1 I
Our own contribution.. £400 0 0
Promise of loan

£100
Total £1,023

Amount still required..

0
1

We make no apology for being so per
sistent in appealing to you, for we feel
sure that many are prepared to give
something to see Christ's kingdom ex
tended.

Please send your contributions or your
promises of loans to Philip Partington,
636 Atherton Road, Hindley Green.
Wigan, Lancashire.

COMING

anniversary meetings on 22nd and 23rd
November, and invites brethren to jom
in the celebrations.

1

We thank all who have generously
contributed in the past, and we con

Saturday,

Novem

ber 22nd; Tea in Labour Hall, Beulah
Road, at 4.15 p.m. Social Meeting at 6
p.m., to be addressed by Bren. A. E.
WinstarUev and Tom Mcdonald.

CHANGES OF ADDRESS

0

£976 18 11

EVENTS

Church of Christ, Kirkby-in-Ashfield,
Beulah Road. The Church is holding its

Harold Baines, 69 Rydal Drive, Morley. Nr. Leeds, Yorks.
Rosyth, Dunfermline: Secretary, W.
Brown, 140 Wemyss Street, Rosyth, By
Dunfermline.

fidently appeal to all Churches and In
dividual Christians to help us raise the
amount needed.

How you can help
By Gifts.—Even the smallest amount
will help us immensely. Two aged sis
ters at Ince, one aged 83, and the other

READING

CARDS,

1959

The suggested Scripture readings for
1959 will again be drawn up by Bro.
Scott.

The cost will be id. each

card,

plus postage. Please send orders in
good time to Paul Jones, 41 Pendragon
Road, Birmingham 22B.
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Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning.
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Grace
"THE free and eternal love and favour of God; the spring and source of all benefits
we receive from Him." So commences a short explanation of what grace is.
To what simile can we more appropriately refer this than to a river? Have

you had the wonderful experience of visiting a place where a river arises and,
though the depths of its sorce were invisible, you saw the purity of its emerging
water? It seems but a trickle at first, but it has the power to wend its way
over stones and around boulders. Not only are these unable to stay it. but they
are themselves worn or broken, and carried down In minute particles to be
deposited elsewhere.

Some friends of mine live near a brook called Leek Beck. Once, when staying
with them, I was taken across the intervening field and shown a phenomenon.
The brook had changed its course for a portion of the way, and nothing could be
done to withstand its flow. We saw the former channel empty and dry, yet the
* •
running water seemed so insignificant in that early stage.
One, can go back in thought to another country where, a long time ago, the
river of God's grace was deviated from the reign of a faithless king to that of

David. What an increase in power was to be manifested when the shepherd boy
was later raised to the throne, foreordained as he was to be the type of Him
who should "have dominion from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends
of the earth." As in this passage from Psalm 72, we have Christ's reign connected
with the outflow of great waters, so In another prophecy we have a type of the
source of His grace. Ezekiel's words are difficult for us to understand fully, but
we can realise that he had a vision of a restored t«mple, and the glory of the

Lord entering it. Later he-beheld waters issuing from under the temple, and by
its altar, which gradually increased in volume. They were of such a nature that

everything lived where they flowed. Jesus Christ spoke of His body as a temple.
He was filled with the Holy Spirit, and from Him flowed healing and blessing to
all who received Him. What the price of His deigning to Uve and die among
us cost Him we are unable to estimate.

A further glimpse at our simile, the brook, can give us cause for thought. Leek
Beck starts in the Ingleton district, and some who went on an expedition there
recently were conducted into an underground cavern. There they became aware
of a vast area of darkness and heard a roaring sound. Lights could not penetrate

far, but they revealed something of a mighty waterfall. That Is the first appear

ance of Leek Beck to mortal sight. It emerges later in the open air and there
all may approach Its gentle shores.

One day, there came to my ears the voice of a neighbouring child. He was
singing with all the earnestness of his young soul:—
"We may not know, we cannot tell

What pains He had to bear.
But we believe it was for us

He hung and suffered there."
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Another day the strains were:—
"Praise Him!

Praise Him!

O ye little children.
He is love!
He is love!"

Grace is the word given to us to express that which we are able to grasp
with our finite minds, and that which lies beyond. It includes the continuance
of the life-giving power of the Spirit of God from age to age flowing through
human channels. One who witnessed the beauty of Stephen's testimony could
later say: "Unto me who am less than the least of all saints is this grace

given, that I should preach among the Gentiies the unsearchable riches of Christ."
The Ephesian Church to whom this was written had been left in the care of elders
who were to feed the fiock. Paul's final verbal message had included a commenda
tion of them to the word of God's grace, and now it has become a permeating

thought in the letter to them all. Not only were they to be nourished from the
source of life but, in communion with the Spirit, they were to reach out to others

by prayer. As I read the words of the sixth chapter and the eighteenth verse in
a translation which gives "unceasing prayer and unwearied persistence," I thought
of the river, never staying night or day. And how beautiful are the fruits which
grow along its banks! Psalm 1, speaking of the godiy, says: "His delight is in
the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night, and he
shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit
in his season."

A Christian brother residing in India was imprisoned falsely. He took with
him his Bible. It was taken from him, but he could still meditate on that which
he remembered. For this he was given much time, for the guard purposely kept

him awake during the night by banging doors and stamping around. The fruit
of the Spirit was shown forth—no resentment and no weariness appeared when
he was interviewed next morning, but radiance was seen on his face, and kindliness
flowed from his lips. There began from then an easier time for him, and taking
advantage of it he asked for his Bible, only to be told that the guard wished to

keep it longer, as he was trying to find from it the source of that which he had
observed. Among the fellow prisoners was a Mohammedan. After our brother's
release an unexpected visitor arrived, wayworn with the arduous journey he had
taken, but glad that he had found him. It was the Mohammedan seeking Christ,
and after three days' stay, studying the Scriptures together and praying, he, too,
found God's Son.

May we, too, so partake of the Spirit which they that believe on Him shall
receive, that through us shall flow rivers of living water. MARY P. BOOTH.

^Stick No Bills'
WHEN I was young, but old enough, as this story shows, to read short words, I
used to w^alk with my father some three miles or so to the meeting-house. On the

way there was a small group of tall trees, standing behind a high brick wall, with
a barred gate openmg into a yard beneath the trees. On the surrounding wall,

plain to be seen as we looked across the road, was a notice bearing the words at

the head of this article, "Stick No Bills."

Being young, and my experience of life limited, those three simple words were

quite a problem' to me. I seem to have been fascinated by them each time we
passed them by. Never one for asking questions—preferring aU my life, I think,

to flnd things out for myself—instead of appealing to my father's greater knowledge,

I pondered the words over in my mind and came to a fantastic conclusion. There
were the wall, yard and gates and the trees with branches broken off or attachea,
and it was this combination of things which must have given me my solution.
It comes from the first word, clear as anything could be. Somebody or other, I

•bought, had "stick [for sale but] no bills." I was very young! I knew what stlcif=

were. Hadnt I gathered sticks for mother to put in the oven to dry for lightint
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And didn't we have sticks for stumps at cricket, and didn't

father have a walking stick? There was no difficulty in my mind about the
word "stick"; but "bills" was beyond me.

When the ti-ue Hght dawned upon my young mind is lost in the obscurity of
long past years, but shortly after my thirteentli birthday my life took a sharp
turn. I started work in a pi-inting office. For a period working hours were taken
up with fetching and carrying. The first constructive job given to me was to
set in type a window bill. Now, if not before, I knew what "Stick No Bills" meant.
The printing press and the printed word, paper and ink. have indeed the true secret
of enlightenment! "Stick" was not what I had thouglit it, but that sticky adhesive
we call paste, and bills are still bills, and sometimes posters.
By one of those coincidences we call strange, waiting for the table to be
cleared so that I could begin to write the foregoing, I picked up a book. Bring Back
the Days, an autobiography by A. S. M. Hutchinson. In the first paragraph of
the first chapter, I read these words: "... a child in its perambulator sees more
of new interest in a day than, living noi-mally, a grown man in a month . . .
It
is the general case that as one grows older one remembers events of childhood more

clearly than this or tliat of but a few years ago. . . . Virgin in childhood, taking
every impression deep and enduring, as by an engraver's tool, the wax of our tablets
hardens till a matter must have, by comparison, the force of a

drill lastingly

to impress itself."

That is true. The incident I have here recorded is sufficient in itself to prove
it, Though walls, trees, gate and notice were removed many years ago. remem
brance remains as vivid in my mind as though they were seen but yesterday.
Through all the vicissitudes of a long life—I am in my 82nd year—that recollection
of childhood still forms part of my mental make-up. and foolish as my solution was
it serves to make a point in this article, and explains why it comes to be written.

Perhaps no death in history—from the sicknecs which preceded it to the inci
dents which followed—has aroused so much attention and caught the imagination

of the world so acutely as did the death of a Pope a few weeks ago. The newspapers
looked upon it as providing a feast of good things and helped themselves to what
ever w::".s desirable that came within their reach.

Through it all the numerical

strength of the Roman Catholic Church has been stressed .and that it is powerful
cannot be questioned. Here again history has seen nothing like it. It Is wonder
fully organised and its numerical growth is phenomenal.
We think this growth can be accounted for very largely by that churcii's
attitude to marriage. Thoujih marriage between a non-Catholic and an adherent
of that faith may be allowed, it is insisted that all children born of the marriage
shall be brought up as Catholics, which simply means that, in these cases and, of
course, also where both parties are Catholics, physical birth in itself produces
admittance to the church.
throughout the world.

Hence the astonishing growth of Roman Catholicism

Jesuitical teaching does the rest.

This doctrine claims for itself something

like this: Give us the children until they are seven years of age and they will
remain oui-s for the remainder of their lives. The words are mine but their meaning
is true, I believe, to what Catholics teach and practise.

Thus it is in this "virgin soil" of the minds of childhood that the seeds of
Romanism are sown, and it is in no sense essential that what is sown should be

true—the "sticks" of my story prove that. The real and the unreal have persisted
in inseparable association through the years of my life, showing clearly enough
that what is deeply implanted in the young mind is practically indestructible, and
this fact gives credibility to the saying sometimes heard. "Once a Catholic, always
a

Catholic."

The manifest exhibition of power and authority of the Catholic Church over its
adherents and to some extent in world affairs makes those opposed to it wonder
from whence is to come the strength that shall ultimately overcome it; or is

Romanism to succeed by the audacity of its claims?

As God reigns, the answer to
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that must be. No! This writer, however, is certain that tliere is nothing in the
various churches of the world today—singly or in combination—that can overcome
it. Where then is to be found the i-equired strength tor so great a task?
Answering my own question, I suggest the possibiUty that the destruction ot
Catholicism may come from within itself, as an apple goes rotten. There are
signs that all is not so well with this church as it would have us believe. In
these days, more so again than at any other time in history, publicity, to those
who come within its orbit, can be very cruel in its effects, The pen and the camera
leave little out of their recordings of events, and often are scathing in their
revelations. Doing all they could to put over to people the pomp and circumstance
of their Popist ceremonies, we believe the Catholic leaders—now that the business
is over and they begin to sum up the gains and losses of their venture into
publicity—may find what they intended tor gain is proving to be loss. The blacic
and while smoke which ascended the heavens may have given delight to the
faithful, but others who read of it. and saw pictures of it ushering from the
Vatican chimney-pots, were not all filled with joy—not by any means. There were
those who read and saw pictures of these things and greeted them with laughter
and ridicule, and there is nothing so devastating to sham and pretension as
ridicule. The old men garbed in outlandish garments parading with candles and
crucifixes, as depicted in the newspapers, could hardly be thought edifying. They
indeed looked ridiculous, and possibly those concerned—or some of them—tliought

themselves ridiculously situated. The crowning ceremony—finishing touch of the
whole—provided the picture of a man dressed in all the splendour of his high office,

papal gloves and ring extended, weeping like a second Christ over his JerusalemVenice.

So nauseated by these proceedings was one Church of England newspaper that
it described them as "infantile," a word that will stick. Another newspaper, which

boosts itself as having the largest daily sale in the universe—while giving a lot of
space in words and pictures descriptive of what had taken place, found space to
contrast the exhibition of wealth and pomp surrounding the death of one and the
crowning of another head of a Christian(?) church with that One for whom
there was "no room." who had "no place to lay his head."

But to our question, from whence shall come the strength to break down this
colossal imposture? The answer has already been suggested and, simply expressed,
it is just this: the printed word: chiefly the Word of God. That word which is
"living and powerful" and "shai-per than any two-edged sword . . ." The printing
and distribution of this Word of God day in and dav out is gomg on throughout
the whole world.

Reference has been made to the millions of adherents of the

Catholic Church; place in opposition to those millions—and that is their rightful
place—the six hundred million copies of this Word, in eight hundred and fifty
languages and dialects which have been circulated since the British and Foreign
Bible Society began its work. Add to these the thirteen other Societies in other
countries and what they are doing, and we get an immensity of power beyond

imagination. The demand in the world for the Scriptures today exceeds the supply,
the supply being limited because income lags behind expenditure. The aim is
to present the Word of God in the language of those who desire it, without note
or comment, which is as it should be. "The Sower went forth to saw. The seed
was the Word." Not all the seed of the parable fell on good ground, but what
found root produced fruit, and the same is surely true today.
W.

Christ is a path if any be misled.
He is a robe if any needy be;
If any chance to hunger He is bread.
If any be a bondman He sets free.
If any be but weak, how strong is He.
To dead men, life He is; to sick men health;

To blind men sight, and to the needy wealth.

BARKER.
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CONDUCTED BY

L. CHANNING
Send your questions
direct to L. Channing,
9 Bipon Street,
Aylesbuty, Bucks

Q. My husband wtll not allow me to meet with the Lord's people, as the
nearest church is 35 miles away.

However, there is a "Christian Church" near.

Would it be to my benefit to meet with them on Lord's Day mornings, in fellowship
to the Lord, in breaking bread, in prayer, and in singing praises to God, although

with instrumental music, if I do not take part in their societies? And should I give
in the offerings?

A. Our sister is facing a very difficult problem, and we most certainly sympa
thise with her. We do not want to make her lot more difficult, but we must point
out that to take the step she contemplates would be to set aside important prin
ciples, which as a lover of God's word she dare not overlook.
1. In regard to herself. Paul says in Romans 14:22-23, "Hast thou faith? Have

it to thyself before God. Happy is he that condemneth not himself in that thing
wiaich he alloweth And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth
not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin." The very manner in which the
question is framed shows that our sister has serious douots in regard to taking such
a step. As a faithful Christian she could not feel otherwise. To attempt to wor
ship therefore without a clear conscience on the matter will certamly not benefit
her.

Indeed, in so doing she condemns herself!

2. In regard to others.

2 Jolm 9-11, R.V., says, "Whosoever goeth onward and

abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not God; he that abideth in the teachmg,

the same hath both the Father and the Son. If any one cometh unto you, anH
bringeth not this teaching, receive him not into your house, and give him no

greeting; for he that giveth him greeting partaketh in his evil works." In the light
of this scripture it is clear that a Christian cannot associate with those in error

without being held before God as being equally guilty of that error. If this extends,
as John says, to even receiving them into your house, and greeting them as brethren,

how much worse is it to associate with them so that we become active participants
in their error.

3. In regard to the Lord. The nature of the worship the questioner describes
not only necessitates communion with the Lord, but communion with those of

like mind.

Therefore to be out of harmony with others is to be out of harmony

with the Lord.

In this connection please notice the following scriptures: Matt.

5:23; 1 Cor. 11:17-20; Amos 3:3.

May we further emphasise that these principles are of abiding and general

application. Far too many brethren when faced with the difficulty of having to
live in areas where there are no churches, or even being in such areas whilst on
holiday, console themselves by going to the denominations they consider to be
nearest to the truth, The result is that instead of working to establish a church
in those areas, they drift often into denominationalism. Apart from the fact that
the question of which denomination is "nearest" is decided by arbitrary human

judgment alone, involving unscriptural grading of error, there cannot be any such
"nearests" in the light of the above principles.

In regard to our sister's problem, a far better way than compromise in any foim
should be open to her. She should contact the evangelist or the elders of the church
she mentions as being several miles away, and ask for someone to visit her home

whilst her husband is present. The immediate aim should be simply for them to
win her husband's confidence, and then later try to persuade him to be more

co-operative. This would have to be done tactfully and perhaps gradually. Involving
a number of visits.

This writer has handled similar cases, and has not yet met with

one which did not finally yield some concession.
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Q. How do you reconcile Matthew 17:15*17 and verses 21-22?
A. There is no contradiction between these two passages of scripture. Indeed,
they are complementary to each other.
The brother who has been wronged first goes alone to the one who lias wronged
him, to seek reconciliation not in the spirit of vengeance, nor to gain, his dues, but
in the spirit of love, prepared to forgive the wrong it the wrongdoer repents (see
Luke 17 ;3-4). Even if the wrong is repeated "seven times in a day" (Luke 17:4),
the brother so wronged should be prepared to forgive if there is repentance. Whether
the offender is sincere or not is not in question. He must be treated as being sincere,
the responsibility thereby being thrown on him, rather than the offended brother

judging him and himself falling into condemnation (see Matt. 7:1-2; Eph. 5:32).
The same motives must prompt tlie bringing in of witnesses, or if tliis fails,

the bringing of the matter before the church. This .should never be done for
personal gratification, but to help the wrongdoer to see his sin, repent, and be
forgiven (see James 5:20).

Likewise, if the congregation has to cut off the offender because of impenitence,
it must be done in love, not as a punishment, but as a last resort and for the sake
of his soul, that he miglit see his danger and repent (see 1 Cor. 5:1-5; 2 Thes. 3:6-15).
The moment he repents he should be forgiven and restored, and even given extra
consideration in view of the comfort he may need at such a time (see 2 Cor. 2:1-11).
note. A number of brethren have been puzzled in connection with last
month's answer concerning women's headgear, by one of the headings reading "Good

Objections." We regret that this was a printing error, and should, of course, have
read "Some Objections."

From a Christian's Diary
By Berean
Christmas Carousal

WE are about to struggle through another repetition of that season of the year
wliich must surely rank as the most farcical festival of so-called Christendom.
Granted that child ren and young folk do derive much pleasure from the various
activities of the season, but what other good can be said of it? Certainly the
religion of Jesus Christ has little in common with it.
To those who look upon religion as a kind of appeasement of the Almighty by
ceremonial observances with one hand, while with the other hand we satisfy the

appetites of the fiesh, Christmas must appear to be very satisfactory. Even so, at
the best, it is a hypocritical affectation in which we make the most of both of the
worlds of God and Mammon. The festival is really a concoction from the Saturnalia

of paganism, with that necessary twist towards nostalgic sentiment which satisfies
the scant piety of those who are nurtured in apostacy. It is mainly an excuse for
feasting and carousal (from which the word "carol" is probably derived by appreviation), added to which is the commercial enterprise which fosters a kind of com

pulsory good will, blackmailing us all into spending our last shilling on gifts, often
both diilicult to select and unwelcome to receive.
What a relief that tliis hypocrisy is at least excluded from the Lord's church.

When a congregation of Christians becomes permeated with this type of unscriptural celebration it must be well on the way to serious digression. It tends to suggest
that the love of sentiuienLality and babyhood is replacing the love of truth and of
God.

Silver Chordsi

There must be a number of my readers, especially those living alone, who use

the radio to supply that cheerful encouragement which we tend to derive from
hearing the singing of well-known h\-mns and spiritual songs. The music touches
our emotions, the words find a responsive echo in our hearts, and even though in
strumental accompaniment is blended with vocal music, the overall result may be
a form of spiritual uplift such as is seldom experienced when we are alone. There

may be a danger, however, that emotional elation may lead us to accept without
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(juestion the words sung to such appealing music. Thus, "silver chords" may become
the subtle, seductive chords which may lure us away from sound doctrine. This
could well happen with the signature tune ol' a certain radio programme, in which
Rudyard Kipling's " Recessional" is sung with great fervour. If we only catch the
last few words, it may sound good: "Loid God of hosts, be with us yet, lest we
forget." But what really is the never-to-be-i'crgotten thing? and who are the "we"
who are likely to forget?

Can Christians be expected to siiig, "Lord of our far-flung battle-line, beneath
whose aweful hand we hold dominion over palm and pine?" These words indicate
that "we" are not Christians but Britons, not citizens of the heavenly kingdom but

supporters ol the British Empire. This calls to mind another poem by the same
writer: "Land of our birth, we pledge to thee our love and toil in the years to be."
How patriotically some of us sang that hymn when we were at school, little realising
its idolatrous meaning until we le.\rned that if we followed Jesus he must have first
call on our love and toil, for "our citizenship is in heaven," not on earth.

Wesley's Dream*
In view of the various efforts which are continuing in the field of "Christian

union," I find that a dream which Jolm Wesley is reputed to have had makes good
reading. He dreamed that he asked at the gates of Hell whether there were any
Roman Catholics within. On being told "Yes," he asked the same concerning
Anglicans and Presbyterians, and received the same answer. He finally discovered
that there were same Methodists, too. Disappointed, he turned toward Heaven where
he asked the same questions, but was told, "No." "Then whom do j'ou have here?"
he asked. "We know nothing here of any of those names ycu have mentioned," said
the angel. "They are all Christians here . . . a great multitude which no man
can number, gathered out of all nations, kindreds, peoples and tongues."

This illustrates not only the truth that "there is no other name under heaven
given among men whereby we must be saved," but also that, as individuals, we can
approach God only in that name. We achieve unity in Christ, not as federations or
even congregations, but as men and women breaking th bonds of human creeds. An
association or denomination cannot repent or obey the gospel. May we not assert,
then, that no good can ever come from discussions between churches, from ecumeni
cal movements, or any interdenominational groupings? Since the church of the
Lord is unsectarian from the beginning it must have no part with sectarianism.

"Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up," said
the Lord and, as though to make the meaning doubly clear, added, "Let them alone;
they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead tlie blind, both shall fall
into the ditch."

(Matt. 15 :14).

SCRIPTURE
READINGS
DECEMBER, 1958

7—2 Chr. 26:1-5; 14-23. Acts 12:20-13:12.
14—Isaiah 29:13-24.
„ 13:13-43.

21—
„
49:1-13.
„ 13:44-14:7.
28—
40:12-31.
„ 14:8-28.
Spreading the Gospel among the
Heathen

Our readings this month cover what is
known as Paul's first missionary journey.
Both the preachers were chosen by the
Holy Spii-it, and they chose an assistant

themselves. It is quite easy to find rea

sons for the choices—divine and human.
So far as we know Barnabas was the
leading spii-it from the fact that he had

been longer in the faith, and was well
known to the apostles a.t Jemsalem. He
was distinguished in two ways. First he

was notable for his unselfish generosity,
and then for his power to encourage and
build up the brethren.

Paul had also

been an outstanding figure,

first at

Damascus, and then at Jerusalem.

He

had so confounded his opponents in ar
gument that at both these places hatred

became so bitter that he was sent away
by his brethren for his own safety. God
also advised him that his own country
men and his own cla.ss (if we may use
the term), would not accept his testi-
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mony (Acts. 22:18). We know nothing
of his activities in Tax'sus, or the time
he spent there, but it was Barnabas once
more who brought liim out of this retire
ment from the mainstream of effort into

already knew the true God and pure i-©ligion came the nucleus of churches in

which the fuller development of the
divine will could be taught by compara
tively enlightened folk. Yes, and those

the special work for wWch God had

humble souls among both Jews and Gen

called him.

tiles who found love, peace and joy in
Chi'ist, clung together in close friendship,
cemented by their common sufferings in

It is thus that God uses

His servants to fulfil His purposes. May
it be our function to develop effective
servants for Him by our encoui'agement,
(Barnabas means "son of exhortation.";

persecution and bitter hatred. We can
gauge the ferocity of the Lord's enemies

It was natural that the preachers
should go fu'st to Cyprus, for Bai-nabas
would know the island and possibly have

by their following Paul and Barnabas
from Iconium to Lystra, and the same
wickedness that made the mob cry

contacts there. While we have some idea

of the distances traversed dui'ing the
mission, we have no notes of time taken.

It was about a hundred miles by sea to
Cyprus, the island is

about a hundred

and flfty miles long and again a sea
voyage of one hundi-ed and fifty miles
took

them

Minor.

to

the

mainland

of

Asia

The country then crossed would

be mountainous and infested with rob

bers, which might account for Mark's
having turned back at Perga and re
turned home to Jerusalem.

Antioch in

Pisidia would be about a himdred miles

from the coast and Derbe another hun

dred and fifty miles eastward, making
the jom-ney ing in that country about
two hundred and fifty miles each way.
At Antioch the opposition of the un
believing Jews finally drove them away,
but not before "the Lord's message was
caiTied througliout that district" (13:49).
The principle adopted by the preachers
was evidently to go to the chief towns
and so spread the message throughout
whole

districts.

At

Antioch

and

at

'Ci-ucify Him' in Jex-usalem, changed the
in Lystra
from respect and adoration to stoning

sentiments of the heathen
Paul.

The Jews from both Antioch and

Iconium were determined to stop the
work of Christ . . . 'Who both killed the

Lord Jesus, and their own prophets, and
have persecuted us' read I Thess. 2:14-16.
It is a very sad story, but on the other

hand a most wonderful thing that in
that dark heathen land men and women
were called out of superstition and

ignorance into the fellowslaip of God
Himself.

The stay at Iconium was a long one,
developing into a mission largely among
the Gentiles (14:3), and accompanied
with miracles to confirm the 'Message of
Love' (Twentieth Century).
In the

further province of Lycaonia, to which
Paul and Bai-nabas went to escape
death, they worked in the district as
well as in the towns and their success
there finally aroused theii' enemies.
Gathering the believers into churches

(assemblies of course, not buildings) as
they went about, they began a return
journey at Derbe during which they

Iconium they had the advantage of first
teaching the Jews in their synagogue
but apparently Lystra and Derbe were
entirely heathen towns, where accord
ingly the approach was quite different.

as overseers. They did this with prayer

We obsei-ve that division followed the

and fasting, of which there is much too

work, resulting each time in the winning
of some for eternal life, and the anta

gonising of the more powerful influences
in the towns.

It was not the news of

the love of God for man which brought
about this situation, but the gospel
brings a call, inseparable from the love
of God, to turn away from sin. Those
who accepted the gospel therefore began
to live a new life, which constituted a

rebuke to those who rejected it.

When

truth cannot be denied or defeated how

often, as in these cases, violence is re

sorted to. It was an advantage to preach
to Jews first, for from among those who

visited the assemblies and took care to

guide them by appointing elder brethren
little today.

Their own experience had

taught them that the Christian life re
quired great fortitude and much faith

and patience, involving 'many tribula
tions,' and so they taught and en
couraged those they were leaving. We

do not know whether the recovery of the
apostle Paul from being stoned was
purely miraculous.

That it must have

been a most painful experience, such as
he speaks of in his second letter to

Corinth — 'weighed

down

exceedingly

beyond our power, insomuch that we
despaired even of life' we cannot doubt.
How the disciples who gathered round
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his supposedly dead body must have re
joiced when he got up and what care
they would lavish upon him because of
their love, like the Galatians who
'would have plucked out their eyes, if
possible' (Gal. 4:15). It must have been,
apart from divine intervention, a long
tine of painful and slow recovery while
the return journey was made.
All the suffering was regarded as of
no account when considering 'all things
that God had done with them,' on being

gathered again with the church at
Antioch in Syria. It is always good when
Christians can gather and tell one
another 'what God has done with them.'

Without His help we can do
and all praise should be His.

nothing,

R. B. SCOTT.
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be with us. Bro. Mcdonaid gave us a
very fine message, setting out the
characteristics of a Christian.

On Sunday, Bro. J. Tliomason served
the church.

He edified the brethren on

the subject of the priesthood of Jesus
Christ, and in the evening delivered a
beautiful gospel message on Love.
The week-end was a time of uplift and
spiritual rejoicing.
Great Yarmouth.

The Annual Rally

of the fishermen from the North-East of
Scotland was held on October 18th in

the Park Baptist Hall, under the presi
dency of the writer. Being earlier than

on previous years to avoid clashing with
anniversary and other meetings, we were
in doubt as to its success relative to num

bers: but. as on former occasions both

brethren and friends responded to the

NEWS

FROM

I^HEGHURCHES
Birmingham, Summer Lane. A splen
did time was enjoyed by all who joined
with us at tea on our 93rd Anniversary,
on Saturday, 1st November. About 150

attended, including many visitors from
far and near.

At the service that fol

lowed, held again in the Ormond Street

Mission Hall, by favour of their Trustees,
and presided over by Brother Paul Jones,
we heard helpful messages from Breth
ren Geoffrey Lodge. Dewsbury, and Gil
bert Bullock.

Ilkeston.

The latter re

mained among us and sei-ved the church
on Lord's Day, too. Our thanks to all
who joined with us and to all who ren
dered services, which were highly appre
ciated. It was all an encouragement to
us in our witness here.

f.c.d.

East Ardsley. The church held Anni
versary celebrations on Saturday and
Sunday, November 1st and 2nd.
On
Saturday, tea was partaken by visitors
from many churches. Bro. J. Robottom,
of Wortley, Leeds, church, acted as

chairman in the evening and conducted
the meeting in a very able and inspiring
manner, and by his remarks gave a good
lead to the meeting.
The first speaker was Bro. J. Thomason (Morley) who gave a fine descriptive
message on the Church.
Bro. T.
Mcdonald (Dewsbm-y), at short notice
took the place of Bro, G. Ellis of Wake-

fleld. who was unable through illness to

invitation.

visiting
Welsh

We had a record number of

brethren
Churches

from
in

English

attendance.

and
The

Churches in Bristol, Dewsbury, East
wood, Hindley, Kirkby-in-Ashfield, and
Morley were represented. In addition to
32 members, there were 35 non-members
present.

The speakers were Bro. C. Limb (East
wood and Bro. R .McDonald (Dewsbury).

The former spoke on the power and love
of God, and the latter stressed the need

of working out our own salvation. Songs
of praise were rendered by Sister Daniell
IBristol). Jim and Sandy Buchan (Peterhead), and the writer. Tea was served
by the sisters, and the meeting came to
a close with the singing of 'Will your
anchor hold in the storms of life?'

On Lord's Day, October 19th, 33 breth
ren met to break the bread.
Bro. P.
Hardy (Morley) presided, and Bro. G.
Hudson (Cleveleys) exhorted.
In the
evening, Bro. A. Hood (Hindley) pre
sided, and Bro. R. McDonald preached
the Gospel.
After the evening service, we had a
'get-togetlier' at Hamilton House (the
boarding house where most of the breth
ren were staying), where we talked of
spiritual things, and sang the songs of
Zion. A most enjoyable and impressive
week-end was brought to a close in
prayer.

We thank the bretliren who sacrificed

so much to be with us; all who contribu
ted to the success of the meetings: and
above all our Heavenly Father, to whom
be all the glory.
david DouoAr-t.,
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Loughborough. We rejoice to report
that on November 9th, Jean Reilly was
baptised into Christ. Brouglit up in the
Lord's Day school, she has thought over
for some time taking this step. Our
prayer is tliat she may be blessed with a
long and fruitful life in the Master's
service.

Tunbridgs Wells (5 Mount Ehpraim
Road). During October, Bro. C. M. Leyland laboured with us, Gospel meetings
were held on Sundays, Tuesdays and
Thursdays, and prayer meetings on Fri
days.
The number of non-members
was not large, but there were some at

each go.spel meeting. Some came a num
ber of times, and the way of life was

Newtongrange. The Church at Newtongrange had a time of rich refreshing
with .mountain-top experiences during
the week-end 18th-19th October, starting
with our Social Meeting, at which breth
ren from a large area of Scotland were
present with some non-members from
the village. We had an attendance of
about 170 and the speakers, Brethren
Winstanley and Glass, gave of their best.
Bro. Winstanley served the Church on
Lord's Day October 19th which will be

a day long remembered. Two (Sis. M.
Dudgeon and Bro. R. Hunter) were bap
tised into the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

We thank all who helped to make this
a week-end of sweet fellowship and joy
in the Master's service.

w. n. allan.

Slamannan
District.
The Sunday
School Teachers' Conference was held at

Dennyloanhead

STANDARD

on

27th

September.

There were 21 members present. We had

a pleasant surprise visit from Brethren
Clark and Sutcliffe from the Church at
Hindley.
Bro. Tom Nisbet (chairman) exhorted

us to take courage when faced with dis
appointments while training the young.
He said that difficulties are sent to make

us stronger. Constant communication
with God would give this needed
strength.
Bro. John Gibb (Slamannan) read a

plainly and lovingly set forth to them.
We are confident that all such efforts

will-eventually bear fruit. We commend
Bro. Leyland to the blessing of God as
he labours in the vineyard of the Lord.

Brethren visiting the south-east are
r.Uvays welcome here.
a. e. winstanlf.y.
Wigan, Albert Street. We rejoice again
that two young women from our Bible
school were baptised into the name of
Je>us on Lord's Day, November 2nd, be
fore a large gatliering, including some

non-members.

Bro. I^onard Morgan

gave a fitting address and great interest
was shown by- some present for the first
time.

w. SMITH.

Woodstock, Cape Town. On 21st Sep
tember a young married woman was im
mersed into Christ, this being due to the
faithlul labours of our native brethren

in tlie assembly at Langa Township.
Then, on 29tli September, I was privi
leged, with Sister Hollis, to welcome back
to Africa Bro. D. Merritt, his wife and

family, after a holiday in the States.
Accompanying the Merritt family, on her
first trip to Africa, was Sister Hazel
Pruett, from North Little Rock, Arkan
sas, U.S.A., on a year's visit to Nam-

wianga Mission, Kalomo, N.R.,

where

she will spend her vacation with her
daughter and son-in-law, Bro. and SisA. Hobby. Bro. Merritt and family left

portion of Scripture from I. Corinthians

on 6th October to continue their labours

ch. 2. Bro. Jack Nisbet, whose subject
was The Inspiration of the Scriptures,
showed us how vitally important it is for
everyone to be immersed in the Scrip
tures, approaching God for power before
study. He spoke on the uniqueness of
the Bible, then went on to prove that it
v;as God-inspired, by giving internal and
external evidences—(a) Relating to the

Mission will be a blessing to her.
On Lord's Day, 5th October, the new
v/ork at Bridge Town, Athlone, was

claims of each writer, that of being in

spired by God verbally, (b) The scien
tific and historical truths stated by the
authors and (c) Evidence of Christ Him
self, the True and Faithful Witness. Of
the 333 prophecies concerning Jesus, he
enumerated twenty - five, which were
fulfilled within 24 hours of Jesus' death.

Finally, speaking of the many objections
and attempts to abolish the Bible, he
concluded by stating that it is still the
best seller and 'shall from age to age
endure.'

The usual period of questions and dis
cussions ended the meeting.
BETIIIA DAVIDSON.

on the Mission. Pray that God shall
abundantly bless them; and for Sister
Pruett we hope that her stay on tiie

started in the home of Bro. Tim Martin.

This

had come through the earnest
sppeal fi-om people in Bridge Town ask
ing us to build a church there. At this
first meeting, one of the young sons of
Bro. Martin expressed his wish to be Im
mersed into Christ, which took place on
October 12th. So. with regular meetings
on Lord's Day mornings and gospel
meetings, and with people still inviting
us to have services in their homes, and

my personal visits to these homes,

we

look into the future with confidence of

many souls being saved in that area. Al
though we must expect opposition, prob

lems, discouragements, we ask 'If God be
for us, who can be against us?' For the
time being, these meetings will be under

the auspices of the church at Wood
stock, supported by brethren taking
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turns in preaching there.

We feel as

sured, with the activities of churches
and brethren in the Peninsula, that pros

Resolutions
Conference and Conference

Committeoi

perity of souls will follow, but this will

April 1958

not be realised unless we fulfil both our

That with reference to the £200 to be
administered at the discretion of Bro.

purpose and sacrifice to God by being
not only 'hearers of the word, but doers.'
Thus might these seasons of refresh
ing provoke us to do more, give more
and pray more, because soon that gi-eat
day of giving account shaE come. Will
He who has done so much for us find our

hands empty?

Or will He say 'Well

done!'

In closing I wish to thank you and all
concerned for publishing the appeal for
hymn books, and for your kind co-opera
tion in publishing our news reports.
Greetings in the Saviour's name to you
all over there, and pray for us as we
pray for you, that many souls might re
pent and turn to Christ.
t. w. hartle.

Frank Murphy, Lusaka, Northern Rhod
esia, it be notified through the Scripture
Standard so far as we know the above

administration in no way overlaps any
other Gospel activity.
That

a

second £200

be

allocated to

further tlie work in Africa through Bro.
Frank Murphy.
That Bro. P. Sugden, of Morley, York
shire. be invited to act as auditor of con

ference committee finance. Bro. Sugden
has agreed.
September 19S8
That a

further £100 be sent to Bro.

Frank Mui-phy in Africa.

This makes

£500 in all to date. Bro. Murphy states
that this help will be dispensed so as to
avoid overlapping from other sources.
That the committee aiTange for a
mission in Great Yarmouth during the

Proposed Coach Trip
to Germany
In response to a number of enquiries,

I am proposing to arrange a coach trip
to the Frankfurt Lectureship, to be held
next August.

Provisional details are as

follows:

Times and

Dates.

The coach would

herring fisliing season. 1959.
That the second Saturday in Septem
ber eacli year be the day of the Autumn
conference rally.
That the invitation of the church at

Eastwood to hold the Spring conference
at Eastwood, Notts., on Saturday, 28th
March, 1959, be accepted.
Correction. It was wrongly reported
in November Scripture Standard that
the September 1959 meeting would also

leave London on Friday, July 31st, at

be at Eastwood.

7.30 p.m. and arrive in Frankfurt on
Saturday, August 1st, at 8.30 p.m. The

That in the present emergency, the
financial obligations of the new Hymn

return journey would be made on Friday,
August 7th, at 7.30 a.m., arriving in
London on Saturday, August 8th, at 9.30
a.m. The period of stay in Frankfurt
could be extended to cover Lord's Day

August 9th, if the coach party so desired.
Route. The route to be taken would
be London, Dover, Ostend, Brussels,
Cologne, Frankfurt. Continental drivers
would take over at Ostend, and the
whole trip would be covered strictly to
schedule. Sleeping bunks would be pro
vided on the boats at approximately 3/per bunk, for both the outward and in
ward journeys.

Cost.

The cost per person would be

£9 10s. Od.

A lower fare might be pos

sible if the party were siafBciently large.
Special rates are to be arranged for

children, but will probably be half-price
for those under 12 years of age. Deposit
would be £3 OS. Od. per person, not re
turnable unless the ticket could be re
sold.

Will those interested please communi
cate with me as soon as possible at the
Do not send any money
at this stage.
L. Channing,
9 Ripon Street, Aylesbury, Bucks.
address below?

Book account be met as a loan from the

funds entrusted with the committee.
That the conference secretary contact

younger brethren able and willing to
give service to churches distant from
their
own
meeting-places,
where
churches desire such help; the expenses
to be met from the funds entrusted with

the committee.
stimulate

the

This

should help

interests

of

both

to
the

smaller churches and our able yoimg

brethren.

I

^ HOOD, Secretary.

OBITUARY
Rosyth,

Dunfermline.

The

I
church

suffered a sad loss in the passing of Bro.

George Banks, on 22nd October, In his
86th year. His wife, Sister Banks, pre
deceased him only six months ago and
so the chui'ch has suffered a double loss

in a very short time. Nevertheless, what
is our loss is their gain, since both have

gone to be 'forever with the Lord.' Bro.
Banks will be sorely missed as he was
a most faithful attender at the Lord's
Table.
He was laid to rest on 26th

October, tlie service being conducted by
the writer and Bro. Wood.

w. brown.
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£

COMING EVENTS
Slamannan

District.

The

New Year

Receipt No. 10:84 .
„ 10:85 .

social gathering of the churches in the

10:86 .

Slamannan District will be held (D.V.)

„ 10:87 .

at Blackridge on Thursday, 1st January,
1959, at 12 noon. Chairman: Bro. D.
Dougall, evangelist; speakers: Bro. Tom
McDonald (Dewsbury), Bro. J. Thomason (Morley). All welcome.

..

11:15 . .
.
11:19 . .
11:25 . .

4
1
5
5

„ 11:30 . .
„ 11:32 . .
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1
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0
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0
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0
0
0

0

11:41 .

5

Frank Worgan, Cornelis Van Vollenhoven 48, Amsterdam W., Holland.

! 7

„ 11:18 .

CHANGE OF SECRETARY

Wigan, Scholes: Joseph Aspinall,
Caunce Road, Wigan, Lanes.

.

11:10 . .

11:14 .

d.

10
10
2
0
1
0
1
0
10

„ 11:12 . .
» 11:13 .
„

s.

10

3

1

! 8

0
0
0
0
0
7

The cost of 2,000 of the special edition,

The suggested Scripture readings for
1959 will again be drawn up by Bro.

so the cost of twelve issues will be £84.

Scott.

card,

This means that another £18 2s. 5d. is

plus postage. Please send orders in
good time to Paul Jones, 41 Pendragon
Road, Birmingham 22B.

needed. The Nyanja edition is being
printed every second month.
Two
editions have so far been printed and
sent to Bro. Prank Minphy. The third

The cost will be Id. each

NYANJA EDITION OF
'TRUTH IN LOVE'

Our confidence that the Lord would

provide, and that the appeal of brethren

in Africa for gospel articles in their own
tongue would be heard, has been justi
fied.
The following shows amounts

with gospel article in Nyanja, is £7,

edition will be on its way to Africa when
this appears in S.S. It will be sent in
bundles of 200 to ten separate brethren,
nominated by Bro. Murphy.

Our prayer is that the Lord may bless
this effort, and that through the printed
word many precious souls may be saved.
A. E. WINSTANLEY,
43a Church Road,

Tunbridge Wells, Kent.
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