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Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning.
VOL. XIV.

No. 2.

FEBRUARY, 1948.

Observations.
'ALL Scripture is given by inspira
tion of God. Every page of the
sacred volume is stamped with the

terpreter are so widely different that

impress of Deity, and contains an

a

inexhaustible treasure of wisdom,
and knowledge, and consolation.
Some portions of the Word of God,
like some parts of the material crea
tion, may be more important than
others, but all have their proper
place, all proclaim something of the
character of their glorious author,
and all ought to be earnestly and

critic who has at the same time no

reverentially studied. Whatever be
their object, whether it relates to the

history of individuals or of nations,
whether it contains the words of
precept or exhortation, or whether

seem to suppose that the office of a
critical, and that of a doctrinal in
man may be a

safe and useful

relish for the grand truths of the
Bible. There cannot be a more
lamentable delusion, or one more
calculated to desecrate the chai*a' t'^r

aad obscure the majesty of the Word
of God.

'To suppose that a man may
rightly interpret the Scriptures,
while he is ignorant of the truths of
the Gospel, or disaffected to some of
its grand, fundamental doctrines-^
to imagine that this can be to him

'In consequence of the Scriptures
being written in dead languages,
there is doubtless scope for the dili-

a useful or even an innocent occupa
tion, is to regard these Scriptures as
the production of ordinary men,
treating of subjects of ordinary
importance, instead of containing, as
they do, the message of the Most
High God, revealing life or death to
every soul of man by whom they

gen t

are read.'

it teaches by example, all is profit
able for doctrine, for reproof, for
instruction in righteousness.'

employment

of

critical

research. But if it were enquired
how much additional light has been
thrown upon the sacred volume by
the refinements of modern critics, it
would be found to bear a very small
proportion to the evil effected by the

influence of unsanctiiied learning ap
plied to the holy doctrines of Reve

'Christians ought to be particu

larly on their guard against tamper
ing in any degree with the Word of

God. We should never forget that,
when we are explaining any expres
sion of Scripture, we are treating of
what are the very words of the

lation.

Holy Spirit as much as if they had

'It has become common, even
among Christians, to speak of the

been spoken to us by a voice from
heaven. The profane rashness of
many critics is much emboldened by
the circumstance that men have

critical interpretation of Scripture
as requiring little or nothing more

than mere scholarship, and many been employed in communicating
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revelation.

A sort of modified in

spiration only is granted to the
Scriptures, and they are • often
practically treated as the words
merely of those who were employed
to write them.

'When God is thus kept out of

sight, little ceremony is used in
treating the words of the Apostles
with the utmost freedom.

'That profound reverence and awe
with which the Scriptures ought to

dividuals, when the doctrines they

promulgated tended to the subver
sion of the Gospel; and the zeal with
which he opposed their errors was
not inferior to that with which he

met

the

open

enemies

Christianity.
'He affirms that the
introduced
into
the

of

doctrine
Galatian

Churches is another Gospel, and de
nounces a curse against all who pro
mulgated it. Instead of compliment

be read and handled is, in many in

ing the authors of this corruption of

stances, too little exemplified. The
poor man's Bible is the Word of God.
in which he has no suspicion that

the Gospel, as only abusing in a
slight degree the liberty of free
examination, he decides that they'

there is anything but perfection.
The Bible of the profoundly erudite

should be cut off as troublers of the
Churches. Let not Christians be

scholar is often a book that is not

more courteous in expressing their
views of the guilt and danger of
corrupting the Gospel, than faithful
and compassionate to the peoples of
Christ who may be injured by false
doptrine. It is highly sinful to bandy
compliments at the expense of truth.
'The awful responsibility of being
accessary to the propagation of
error, is strongly expressed by the
Apostle John. "If there come any
unto you, and bring not this doctrine,

so necessary to instruct him, as one
that needs his hand for alteration, or

amendment, or confirmation. Learn
ing may be usefully employed; but
if learning ever forgets that it must
constantly sit at the feet of Jesus, it
will be a curse instead of a blessing.
It will raise clouds and darkness,
instead of communicating light to
the world.'

'It is a solemn thing to be em

ployed in ushering into more
extended notoriety publications that
have a tendency to lower the

receive him not into your house,
neither bid him God speed; for he
that biddeth him God speed is par
taker of his evil deeds." '

character of the Holy Scriptures, to
introduce doubt and confusion into
the minds of those who are weak in

the faith, and to embolden others
who seek an apology for casting

away the fetters of education and
authority, and desire to launch out
into the ocean of wild and dangerous
speculation.'

These 'observations' are from the

pen of Robert Haldane, and were
written in the year 1836. Robert
Haldane's name has appeared in the

pages of the Scripture Standard, as
one, who, even in those early days,
with other pioneers, saw the need for
a return to the faith as set forth in

'In these days of boasted liberality,
it may appear captious to oppose
with zeal the errors of men who

have

acquired

Christian

world.

a

name
The

in

mantle

the
of

charity, it will be said, ought to be
thrown over the mistakes that have

resulted from a free and impartial
investigation of truth; and they

ought either to be overlooked, or
noticed with a slieht expression of
disaoorobation. Such, however, was
not the conduct of the Apostle Paul.

He spared neither Churches nor in-

the New Testament. There is surely
no need of apology for introducing
these solemn words in the year 1948.
It is said by some, that there is a
moving away from the theories of
the higher critics, and that there
are signs in some "larters of a re
turn to the Word of God, as the
inspired revelation of the Divine

mind and will. If that is so. we may
indeed be veiT grateful. 'The Bible
is a book that man could not have
written if he would; and would not
have written if he could,'
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May the readers of these pages be
strengthened in their belief in the

Bible, as our fathers in the faith ac
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Acts and the apostolic epistles, were
to be found the only approved pat
tern of what a Christian Church in

cepted it, which was the secret of

every age ought to be.

their progress in the work of the

they had continual recourse for

their growth in the spiritual life; and
Gospel.

'To those writings, consequently,

everything they were to believe and
practise. They proceeded with the

It was also written in the year most cautious steps, coolly, calmly,
1836 that ' Somewhat more than a
century has now elapsed since an
attempt was made in Scotland to
revive the primitive Church order
and discipline, by Mr. John Glas and
a few friends, who. on account of

and deliberately, to explore the
written record for information and
direction upon every point that came

Christ, had seceded, or were driven
out, from the Presbyterian Church

Christ, everywhere, see the wisdom
of following in the footsteps of those

before them.'

Such is the great and increasing
their views of the Kingdom of need
of to-day. May Churches of

of that country. These individuals
took the New Testament in their

noble heroes of the faith, who, at
great sacrifice, blazed the trail for us,
hands, but took nothing for granted and opened the way for a complete
except it were that in the Churches return to New Testament Christian
constituted under the eyes of the ity.
inspired Apostles, and whose history
Brethren, back to the Bible.
and proceedings are recorded in the
J. HOLMES.

Destructive Heresies.
No. 2. 'Christian Science*.
By W. CROSTHWAITE

THAT the above-named religious

statement is important for it
^It has no claim to the terms, is This
the basic proposition of Christian

Christian' or 'Science' is the purpose

of this article to demonstrate.

Science.

Dr. Quimby died in i860, and in
1866,
Mrs. Eddygave to his system of
Its Origin
mental
the misnomer,
Mary Baker was born in New 'Christian healing
Science,'
claiming that it
Hampshire, U.S.A., in 1821. Her first was a Divine revelation.
She said.
husband. Dr. Glover, died of fever, In the year 1866, I discovered
her second. Dr. Patterson, separated Christian Science. God has been
from her, her third, Dr. Eddy, died graciously
me during
in 1882. on Christian Science many years preparing
for the reception of this
piernises. Mrs. Eddy explained his final revelation of the absolute
death by saying that envious per mvine principle of scientific mental
sons had slain him with arsenic, healing.'
'No human pen nor tongue

mentally administered.

me the Science contained in
From 1862 to 1865, Mrs. Eddy was J^ysht
this
book,
Science and Health, md
under the treatment of Dr. Quimby neither tongue
nor pen can over
a mental healer, who in his circulars

-

it.' (pp. 107-110).
said, I deny disease as a truth, but throw
The
copy
of this book now before
admit It as a deception, started like me has on the
title page.
and
other stories without real founda Health ,with key to the Scriptures
tions, and repeated until people by Mary Baker Eddy. President of
believe there is disease.'

Massachusetts Metaphysical College

the scripture standard
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and Pastor Emeritus of the First
Church of Christ, Scientist, Boston,
Mass.'

It is a book of some seven

hundred pages and is sold at three
dollars, about twelve shillings and

sixpence, per copy. It is estimated

that the profit on this book is about
three hundred per cent. If to Mrs.

Eddy sin and disease were illusions,
money was certainly real enough.
The following is from Religious

religion is decidedly anti-Christian.
To deal with all her strange
doctrines regarding God and the
Bible .would require a large volume.
It must suffice to just notice what

she says about sin, the Saviour, and
pardon. The following quotations
are from Science and Health:

'The only reality of sin, sickness,
or death is the awful fact that un
realities seem real to human,

Delusions, by J. V. Coombs; 'Mrs.

erring belief, until God strips off

Eddy was a money-getter . . . She
copyrighted her revelation and

their disguise.'

made

merchandise

out

of

her

'Man is incapable of sin, sick
ness, and death.' {Science and

religion . . . She not only charged

Health, 472-475).

three hundred dollars for twelve
lessons in her revelations, but
forced many of her pupils to agree
to give her ten per cent, of their in
come . . . She sold her revelation

The pages of history, stained with

from God at such a price that there
were millions in it.' (p. 176). Truly,
'the love of money is the root of all
evil.' (1 Tim. vi. 10).
Mrs. Eddy taught that death is a
delusion of the mind, but she, a de

cayed and diseased woman long kept
from the gaze of the curious, died
in 1910. At that time, she had a
beautiful mansion at Chestnut Hill,
and more than two million dollars in
the bank. Contrast Jesus and His

Apostles, 'No place to lay his head,'
'Silver and gold have I none,' 'As
poor, yet making many rich,' etc.
One of Mrs. Eddy's followers ex

plained her death by saying that

-- ^h"e passed her last days in error,'
and another, Mr. Farlow, said it
might be hundreds of years before a
Christian Scientist would arise with
faith strong enough to conquer
death. And yet thousands of people
are slaves to this avaricious delu

sion. For some years, no official
statistics have
been
published,
which may be taken as an indication
of diminishing numbers.
Is It Christian ?

Christianity is the final revelation
of God's will, given through His Son.
Jesus Christ, and contained in the
New Testament Scriptures. 'God . . .
hath in these last days sooken unto
us by his Son.' (Heb. i. 1-2). Tested

by the New Testament. Mrs. Eddy's

^

blood and crime, the records of the

daily press, all testify to the awful
reality of sin. Every rational person
knows that again and again he has
chosen to do wrong when he had the

power to do right, that he has seen
and known the good and done the
evil. Is all this an illusion? The

experience of humanity, including
the very best, confirms the state
ment of the Apostle John; 'If we say
that we have no sin, we deceive our

selves, and the truth is not in us.'
(1 John i. 8).

Regarding the Saviour we read
thus:

'Jesus bore our infirmities, he
knew the error of mortal belief,

and "with his stripes [the rejec

tion of error] we are healed.'"
(p. 20).
'One sacrifice, however great, is

insufficient to pay the debt of sin.'
(p. 23).
'The material blood of Jesus was
no more efficacious to cleanse
from sin when it was shed upon
the "accursed tree" than when it

was flowing in his veins as he
went daily about his Father's
business.' (p. 25).
'Paul writes: "For if, when we

were enemies, we were reconciled

to God by the [seeming] death of
his Son, much more, being recon

ciled. we shall be saved by his
life.'" (p. 45).
Note the words inserted by Mrs.

Eddy in Scripture quotations, and
ask whether a person capable of thi§
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is

not

both

beyond

reason and

honesty.

*-

»

Compare the foregoing with the
Scriptures of Truth: 'Cnrist died for
our sins according to the scriptures'
(1 Cor. XV. 3). 'The blood of Jesus

Christ, his Son, cleanseth us from all
sin.' (1 John i. 7). 'He is the propitia
tion for our sins, and not for ours

32).

Millions who have obeyed the
Gospel have experienced the un
speakable blessedness of 'the man
whose transgression is forgiven and

only, but also for the sins of the

whose sin is covered.' (Ps. xxxii. 1,

whole world.' (1 John ii. 2). 'Being

Rom. iv. 7).

now justified by his blood, we shall

In face of the foregoing, and much
more that could be pointed out,
which flatly contradicts New Testa

be saved from wrath through him.'

(Rom. V. 9). 'Without shedding of
remission.'

ment teaching, it is claimed that

(Heb. ix. 22). 'This man, after he

Christian Science and Christianity

had offered one sacrifice for sin for

are one.' (5c/ejjce and Health, p. 372).

blood

there

is

no

ever, sat down on the right hand of

To Christian Scientists, language

God.' (Heb. x. 12-14).
From quotations given above,
from Science and Health, it will be
seen that Christian Science has no

ordinary folks, so a wonderful
glossary is given containing 'the
metaphysical
interpretation
of

place for a Saviour who died to pro
cure the forgiveness of our sins. 'Sin
is unreal.' 'Man is incapable of sin,'

terms, giving their spiritual sense,
which is also their original meaning'
(pp. 579-599). A few samples will

therefore needs no Saviour or par

suffice:

don. The God of Christian Science
is not the God of the Bible, who

does

not

mean

the

same

[that] never pardons our sins or

submergence in spirit.'

'The

relations of God and

man,

divine principle and idea, are indes
tructible in Science; and Science
knows no lapse from nor return to

'Baptism. Purification by spirit;
'Christ.

The divine manifesta

tion of God, which comes to the
flesh to destroy incarnate error.'
'Death. An illusion, the lie of
life in matter, the unreal and the
' untrue. The opposite of life.'

'Euphrates.
Science

(river)

encompassing

harmony,' etc. (p. 470-471). There is
something akin to evolution here; at
least they are one in having no place

verse and man.'

for the Atonement.

matter has sensation.'

Yet, strangely,

we are told that 'we cannot escape

the penalty due for sin' (p. 6), and
that 'another's suffering cannot les
sen our own liability.' (p. 40). Sin
does not exist, is unreal, an illusion,
of which man is incapable, and yet
we cannot escape its penalty, nor
can our liability be lessened!
Against such false and contradic
tory teaching it is only necessary to
read such passages as the following:

to

'Adam. Error, a falsity, the be
death.'

we must pay the "uttermost far
thing.'" (p. 5). Further we read:

as

lief in original sin, sickness, and

'pardoneth iniquity . . . because he
delighteth in mercy,' but 'principle
mistakes,' (p. 11), and 'there is no
discount in the law of justice . . .

>

livered for our offences, and raised
again for our justification' (Rom. v.
25); 'Even as God, for Christ's
sake, hath forgiven you.' (Eph. iv.

Divine
the

uni

'Flesh. An error of physical be
lief . . . an illusion, a belief that

'Holy Ghost. Divine Science.'
It is asserted again and again that
the Comforter, the Holy Spirit of
whom Jesus spoke in John xiv. is
Christian Science, (p. 55. etc.).
All this, and much more like it,
is called Christian!
fs It Science?

Science is 'knowledge systematised, truth ascertained by observa

redemption

tion, experiment or induction.' But

through his blood, the forgiveness of
sins, according to the riches of his
grace' (Eph. i. 7). 'Who was de

there is a vast amount of what Paul

'In

whom

we

have

described as 'science falsely socalled, which some professing have
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erred concerning the faith.' (1 Tim.
vi. 20-21).

Is the claim that sin, sickness,
disease, and death, are 'delusions,'

'unreal,'

'errors

of

belief,' . in

harmony with knowledge, observa
tion, and experience ? That what a
person believes governs what he

'Rightly understood, instead of
possessing a sentient material form,
man has a sensationless body.'
(p. 280).

'One should not tarry in the storm
if the body is freezing, nor should he
remain in the devouring flames.'
(p. 329).

does and affects both mind and body
is readily granted. But a few quota

Why not, if 'man has a sensationless body ?' And how could such a

tions from Science and Jlcallli will

body freeze? Yet we are told.
'There is no hypocrisy in Science.'

convince most rational people that

Mrs. Eddy carried this beyond all
knowledge, reason, and sense.

'You say, "I have burned my
finger." This is an exact statement,
more exact than you suppose, for
mortal mind, and not matter, burns

(p. 329).

Does not all experience, obsei'valion, ascertained knowledge, and
truth, give the lie to all the fore
going absui'dities ?

it.' (p. 161).

How many persons have picked up
a poker, iron, or pan, believing them
to be cold, and have found them too
hot to hold ? Whose 'mortal mind'
burnt the hand then ?

Fruitage

About one hundred pages of this
wonderful book are given to testi
monials
wrought

and
by

accounts of cures
Christian Science.

Cancer, consumption, and every ill
'If you or I should appear to die, that afflicts humanity, figure in
we should not be dead. The seeming cases given. But in view of their
decease, caused by a majority of own claims that all disease, sickness,
human beliefs that man must die, or and death, are delusions and errors
produced by mental assassins, does of the mind, we may well doubt
not in the least disprove Christian
whether the patients really had the
Science.' (p. 164).
diseases named. How can Christian
'When there are fewer prescrip
claim to cure that which
tions, and less thought is given to Scientists
on their own testimony does not

sanitary

subjects,

there

will

be

better constitutions and less disease '

exist ? Dr Charles Reed, of Cincin

nati, challenged Mrs. Eddy, in the
(p. 175).
following
terms: 'If she will come to
'If a dose of poison is swallowed Cincinnati, I will place at her
through mistake, and the patient disposal cases of consumption, cases
dies, even though physician and of cancer, and cases of carious bones.
patient are expecting favourable She will have them under observa
results, does human belief, you ask, tion for such time as she shall
cause this death ? Even so. and as determine, and she shall dictate all
directly as if the poison had been details of their management ... If
intentionally taken ... the result is she, by her Christian Science, shall
controlled by the majority of cure any one of them, I shall pro
opinions, not by the infinitesimal claim her omnipotent from the
minority of opinions in the sick housetop, and if she shall cure all, or
even half of them, I shall cheerfully
chamber.' (pp. 177-178).
crawl on my hands and knees that I
'Human mind produces what is may but touch the hem of her walk-

termed organic disease as certainly
as it produces hysteria,' etc. (p. 177).
'Heredity is not a law.' (p. 178).

p. 160).

but by reason of the blacksmith's
faith in exercise, his arms becomes

to take up the challenge. Yet she
said. 'I have healed at one visit a

Dehisions,

Of course, like all modern claim

'Not because of muscular exercise, ants to healing powers, she declined

stronger.' (p. 199).

cancer that had so eaten the flesh of

the neck as to expose the jugular
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vein, so that it stood out like a cord.'

There is grave danger that fruits
of quite another kind will result

from teaching that 'man is incapable
of sin, sickness, and death.' If that
ever became the general belief of
humanity, what would the harvest
be ? It seems another case of doing
what is 'right in his own eyes.' If
all be delusion and error, there is
danger of doubting the edge of the
precipice, and going over to physical,
moral, and spiritual ruin.
That such demonstrably absurd
teaching and claims can gain adher
ents is amazing. But now, as of old.
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'some new thing' is the constant
demand. The novel 'systems have
their day and cease to be,' but
Christianity, God's remedy for all
our woes, persists and remains.

Christian Science has nothing in
common with Christianity.

Christian Science is demonstrably
false.

Christianity has been confirmed
again and again, and for all the
Lord's own test of its truth remains:

'If any man will do his will, he shall
know of the doctrine, whether it be

of God, or whether I speak of my
self.' (John vii. 17).

'Thy Word is Truth.'
IT has been observed that a woman

may be attractively dressed one
moment, and when next seen, only a
short time afterwards, will look
quite different, but just as becoming.
There are those who appear to
think that dilTering ideas and beliefs

may be put on and off with equally
good grace.
To change

the figure.
It is
possible to say of a thing that it is

all black, or all white, as the case
may be, but you cannot say of the
same thing that it is all ijlack one
moment

and

all

white—or

even

black and white—the next. Not if
you are in your right mind.

It is possible to honestly believe
and

affirm

that

the

Bible

is

a

composition of truth alloyed with
falsehood—with allegory, myth and
legend. You can honestly believe
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God,
good as God is good; that He spake
words given to Him by God to
speak; that He is the Truth—God's

last word to man. But you cannot
believe these things about Jesus
Christ and at the same time believe

in the legends and myths of the Old
Testament, as some appear to think
they can. That is to see black in an
object which is presented to us as
all white.

This matter resolves itself into a
question of morality: the goodness
of Jesus Christ and the goodness of
God.

When- He was praying to the
Father for His disciples, Jesus said:
'Sanctify them through thy truth.'
And so that there should be no mis

take, He added: 'Thy word is truth.'
What word did He mean ?

Doubt

less, that which the Father gave
Him to speak, and which He
claimed to have spoken; but that
Word also from which He quoted
when He said: 'It is written;' that
same Word with which He opened
the understanding of His discirles.

so that they might understand the
Scriptures. (See Luke xxiv.).
Jesus came before men claiming
to be the Truth—the truth in person.
What can be said of one, who, know
ing the truth about any matter,
keeps silent, and allows his friends
to go out into the world believing a

lie ? No one would say of such that
he was a good man. But if what
some Christians say is true, that is
just what Jesus Christ did.

When

He sent His disciples into the world
He warned them of many things,

but we are not told of His warning
them against the myths and legends
of Scripture.

The Apostles, if they believed
these reports of myths and legends
—as they should have believed, if
they are true—omitted to put it on
record for the guidance of those to

whom they were sent, which is not
what you would expect from good
men, filled with the Holy Spirit.
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This 'failure' of the Lord and His

Apostles was shared by the Holy
Spirit, through whose power the
Apostles spoke and wrote, under
whose operations the Scriptures
were used to convict gainsayers,
and through whom the New Testa
ment Scriptures have come down to
us.
Such failure to express the
whole truth is not what should be

oxpected from that Advocate which
was to lead them into 'all truth.'

More than that, there is the res

ponsibility of God Himself, by
whom the Holy Spirit was sent, and
in whom, if He be God, all truth
must centre. To say of Him, that
He is good, and yet say that He
allowed that to pass as His Word
which was corruptible and defiled,
is to throw back God's goodness into
His face. Search where you may in

rally in Abbey Road Methodist
Church, Barrow, last night.
The Rev. W. E. Farndale gave his
audience two watchwords, 'Altered
thinking' and 'Surrendered living.'
Ideas counted immensely, and just
as much in the Chuixh as In other

spheres.
'The conversion of England will
not come about through the pulpit.
It won't come simply through the
Ministers. The evangelism of Eng
land depends upon every man and
woman in the Church.'
The Church's best work was often
done outside the Church.

It was not enough to be content

simply to give money, useful though
it was. They had to be prepared to
give every ounce of their strength
and talents.—Eveninfc Mail, Nov.
25th.

the New Testament—which if not

God's word to man, we have no
word of God anywhere—and you
will not find a single word casting
any sort of doubt on the Old Testa
ment Scriptures.
Paul describes
them as the Oracles of God.

But how strange it is, that it
should have been left to the people
of this age—with only the know
ledge and power of which man by

himself is possessed—to come along
and supply what Divine knowledge,
wisdom, power and goodness should
have provided, but didn't.
Strange indeed, but. perhaps, not
so strange as to find some who think

and speak of themselves as Christ
ians. yet glorify human knowledge

(so-called) over the knowledge of
God! But, as one wrote, long ago,
'Let God be true, though every man
a liar.'

Bunyan on the Name

'Christian,'
'SINCE you would know by what
name I would be distinguished from
others, I tell you. I would be, and
hope I am a Christian, and choose,
if God should count me worthy, to
be called a Christian, a Believer, or
other such name which is approved
by the Holy Spirit. And as for these
factious
titles
of
Anabaptists,
Independents, Presbyterians, or the
like. I conclude that they come
neither from Jerusalem, nor from
Antioch, but rather from Hell and
Babylon: for they naturally tend to
divisions. You may know them by
their fruits.'

W. BARKER.
CLERGY CANNOT DEAL WITH

Conversion of England.
THAT the evangelism of England
depended upon the laymen and
could not come
through the
ministers alone was one of the key
points in a brilliant address given
by the President of the Methodist
Conference (the Rev. Wm. E. Farn

dale, of Lincolnshii*e) to a circuit

SOULS'

The Bishop of Rochester, Dr. C. M.
Chevasse, formerly vicar of St. George's,
Barrow, was met at the Church Assembly
in London, with cries of 'No, no,' when
he declared; 'The clergy as a whole are
ignorant and frightened of dealing with
individuals face to face.'

When he was interrupted he declared:

'It is a fact that, as a whole, the clergy
of the Church of England are not able
at present to deal individually with
souls.'
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The general instruction to do all things
in a decent and orderly way leaves eacla
Chiu'ch to ordain in whatever way they

Correspondence.

reason is appi'opriate for the occasion,
and fitting for each brother that takes

DIVORCE

Dear

Brother

Crosthwaite, — May
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an

American reader have a word in the dis

cussion of Matthew v. 32, currently run
ning in your columns?

A more exact uderstanding of Jesus'
meaning may be had by a cai'eful com
parison of this passage with the ex
change between Jesus and the Phaiisees,
which is recorded in Matthew xix. and
Mark X. Fi-om this, it will appear that
Jesus was calling to account the 'accepted'
interpretation of a passage in the Law,

Deuteronomy xxiv. 1. Moses had said
that if a man, having married, should
find in his wife uncleanliness—i.e. that

she was not a virgin, but had committed
fornication—he might put her away,
giving her a writing of divorcement. But
the Pharisees would have moi'e latitude.

They asked <Matt. xix. 3), 'Is it lawful
, . . for every cause?' Jesus' words—
•saving lor the cause of fornication'—are
at tlie same time a re-statement of the
law and a renouncement of the free

part. Some may consider that the lay
ing-on of hands impresses them as an
empty form in this age, when we are
without inspired men or those with gifts.
Others, no doubt, will prefer laying-on

of hands, and decide on it, although it
is not unanimously approved.
The Scriptures show that elders were
ordained, but how it was done is not on
record. If our Lord had given the same
importance as to the form as we some
times give, then we presume we would
not have been left in doubt.

No. 2 Query—This asks about the
period for which an overseer may be ap
pointed.
Our brother who sent the
queries failed to give a passage to show
that the Scriptures supported his own
position, viz., that there is a Scriptural
peiiod for which an overseer should be

elected.

After he gives his passage, his

own position should be discernible.
JOHN ANDERSON.

application then made.
In Mark x. 5, Jesus makes a revealing
comment on the divorce law which oc

Dear Bro. Editor.—I do not claim to

curs in Deuteronomy xxiv. 1, 'For the
hardness of your heart he wrote you this
precept.' Beginning with that, Jesus, in
verses 6 to 9, sets forth lucidly and force
fully his sentiment respecting divorce.

one of the more able brethi-en, but as one
interested in the query, "How were overseers appointed in the N.T. Church?" I
would like to offer the following for con

Our own attitude seems often to be that

of the Pharisees, seeking to by-pass the
law. The Bible approach to this whole
subject is fundamentally preventive. With
the same forceful terms in which Jesus

(as well as His inspired and faithful
apostle to the Gentiles) upheld the
sacredness of the divine union and con

demned those who would coxTUpt, violate,

or destroy it, so should we endeavour to
fortify the character of Christians
against temptations to divorce and its
consequent evils.
KENNETH MORGAN,

sideration.

In considering the Church of Christ
it is always necessary to remember that
although it is in the fullest possible sense
free, all-embracing, and universal, yet ifc
is essential that there be governing offi
cers responsible to the Divine Head, and

to the body, for the ministry of the Word
and spiritual guidance in all matters
of faith and practice,
The ministry of the Word is the high
est office or calling in the Church and
only the fittest men should be appointed.
The Divine example (and here we have
the Spirit's revelation through the

Editor, 'Western

Word), the Lord first chose the twelve

States News.'

(Mark iii. 13, 14; Luke vi. 13; John xv.
16); second, the apostles and/or their
delegates ordained elders in every city
(Acts xiv. 23; Titus i. 5); and thii'd, it is
the
Spirit's teaching, through the
apostles, that this procedure be earned
on. (2 Tim. ii. 2). 'Commit thou,' was a
command to Timothy, not to the Church.

APPOINTMENT OF OVERSEERS

Dear Bro. Editor,—In the queries in
your January issue, a request is made for
passages on the appointment of over
seers. I presume that it refers to the
ordaining, not to the whole arrangement
of an election. The laying-on of hands

-5

be

'Faithful men who shall be able to teacli

others also,' are those only who are the
most reliable and capable men. There is

is the more popular way, although it has

an obvious reference here to the 'teach

never been supported by a clear passage.

ing' of 1 Tim. iii. 1-7.

There is no command for this form, nor

It is surely a clear indication of how
overseers are to be appointed in the

is there any Scripture that shows how
elders or deacons were ordained. Further,
we have never heard of a good reason as

lo why there should be a uniform method
of introducing our officers into office.

Church, when we consider it was first
Paul, then Timothy. Paul did not in
struct any Church to commit the min
istry of the Word to particular in-
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dividuals, but Paul did instruct Timothy
to commit 'the things which thou hast
heaid from me to faithful men, able to

and Ground of the Truth,' by Bro. W.
Barker, we cannot accept the interpreta-

teach others also.'

These 'faithful men'

We are numbered with those who most

were to hand on to 'others also,' and it is
a clear injunction that the 'others also'
w-sre to hand on in the same way, and so
on down through the ages.

assuredly believe that the Church of
Christ, the Body of Chiist, is 'the pillar
and ground of the truth.'
Bro. Barker suggests that there must
be some alternative interpretation of this
Scripture because of the divided state of

Paul's instruction to Titus (i. 2) was
that he was to appoint elders in every
city. 'Appoint elders in every city' is a
clear and distinct charge. Titus had not

tion which is given of 1 Tim. lii. 14-15.

the Churches.

We believe that instead

of testing thi.s passage of Scripture by

to so educate and instruct the Churches

the Churches in general, our brother

to appoint their own elders. I give it as
a clear answer to the query, 'How were

ought to test the Churches by this Scriptiu-e. If the early Church, as our brother
suggests, was 'the pillar and ground of
the truth' for a short time, then the true
Church of Chi-ist to-day must still fulfil
this Scripture.
The fact that many Churches are not
'the pillar and ground of the truth' does
not disprove this passage of Scripture,
but, on the other hand, this Scripturc
proves that such Churches are not the

elders appointed?' that the apostles or
their delegates appointed the elders of
the N.T. Church, and that that is a clear
indication that only those entrusted with
the high office of the 'ministry of the
Word'—only those responsible for the
spiritual guidance of the Church—should
appoint suitable persons to the office.
I should like to refer the questioner
and all those interested to my article in
the 'S.S.,' 'How come Elders,' in the April.
1947, edition. There are no passages of
Scripture indicating an annual appoint
ment of elders.

G. M. BISHOP.

Church of Christ.

We would agree that there is no par
ticular religious body to-day which can
be looked upon in its entirety as the
Church of Ctoist, but this does not mean
that we believe that the Chiu'ch of Christ

EVANGELISTS, ETC.
Dear Bro. Editor,—I have read with in-

terest Bro. Wood's letter in your
January issue, but it seems to me that,
before the problem can be solved, we
must get a little nearer to the root of
the matter. The whole question is 'The
evangelist, who should appoint, locate,
and upkeep him?' For this purpose, years
ago, the organisation, calling itself the
Co-operation of Churches of Christ, was
called into being, but having no Scrip'tural authority for its existence, could
naturally find no Scripture to guide it
in its work, hence the dire result.

If you could discover in the Scriptures
the authority for the evangelist, then,
doubtless, you will also find (as with
other officers of the Church) his qualifi
cations, duties, appointment, and main
tenance, thus ending all difBculties in
the matter. But if not, then the evan
gelist must first be created, and his
appointment, location, and support left
to the judgment of man.

If this is the case, what hope have we

for any better result than that which
we are experiencing to-day? And no one

does not exist. We definitely believe that
the Body of Chiist exists and is com
posed of all the faithful throughoi.it the
world, and of these faithful ones it can

still be said 'they are the Church of the
living God, the pillar and ground of the
truth'; and it would be right for tlii.s
body to say, 'where the Chui-ch speaks,
we speak, and where the Church is silent,
we are silent,' equally as much as saying,
'where the Bible speaks, we speak, and
where the Bible is silent, we are silent.'
We felt that we

PHILIP PARTINGTON.

With the Editor's approval, I append
my i-eply to the foregoing letter, though,
it seems to me, Bro. Partington answers
himself when he admits that 'thei'e is no

particular religious body to-day which
can be looked upon in its entirety as the
Church of Chiist.' If there is no Church

of Chi-ist there is nothing that can be de
scribed as a pillar and ground of the
truth, and it is just foolishness to con
tend for the Church as holding that posi

best.

voice

AND GROUND OF THE
truth;

Dear Brother Crosthwaite,—After giving
consideration to the article which is con
tained in the December issue of 'The

Scripture Standard,' entitled 'The Pillar

let this

be to the good of all the brethren, and,
above all, to God's glory.

tion.

•PILLAR

not

comments, and we trust that they may

will deny that our brethi-en did what
they sincerely believed to be for the
P. G. OGDEN.

could

article pass without making these few

It is a question of authority.
The
of the Chiuch, because of its
human element is. and always will be,

imperfect. The Scriptiures, though they
came through man, were spirit-breathed,
and are' God's word, pure

and incor
ruptible. I ask again, 'Which of these
two is correct: the Church, the pillar
and stay of the truth; or the truth, the
pillar and stay of the Church? There can
only be one answer, and the passage in
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question provides it. Paul to Timothy
wrote: 'These things write I unto thee . .
that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of

God.' Truth came not from within the

Church, but from outside, from Paul,
speaking God's Word. Thus Paul was a
pillar and stay to the Church of which

Timothy was a member, and the exhorta
tion was that—having this same Word-

Timothy, in his turn, should occupy the
same position.

When

Bro.

Partington

claims

as

'Scriptui-e' the disputed portion, he really
begs the question. The English Bible is
not inspired:

it is a

translation.

All

translations, in effect, are interpretations.
Language is very subtle in Its meanings,

and nothing is perhaps more difficult
than to express the idioms of one form of
speech in the idioms of another. There
is only one way of knowing the truth in

these matters, it is by comparison of the
various portions concerned. It is easy
to fall into error, but I venture to assert

that there is no passage

in the N.T.

which makes the same claim for the

Chui-ch as these words seem to do. The
point is, that because what appears to be
taught in this passage contradicts other

portions — which are many — giving
supreme

authority

to

the

Word
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Spurgeon on Ordination.
C. H. SPURGEON, in his Autobiog

raphy, writes: (p. 354) 'There is good
reason for asking, concerning many
practices—are these Scriptural, or
are they only traditions of the
fathers ? A little Ritualism in one
generation may develop into down

right Popery in a few years: there

fore it is well to take these things as
they arise, and crush them in the
bud . . .

'Confining myself to one branch of
the subject, I ask—Whence comes
the whole paraphernalia of "ordina

tion" as observed among some
dissenters ? Since there is no special
gift to bestow, why in any case the
laying of empty hands ? Since we
cannot pretend to that mystic suc

cession

so

much

vaunted

by

Ritualists, why are men styled
"regularly-ordained ministers"? A
man who has preached for years is

of

Mr. Brown; but after his ordination,

by teachers and preachers is not to be
accepted. It is falsified by universal

or recognition, he develops into the

God, the interpretation sometimes given

experience and by a comparative study

of N.T. teaching.

W. BARKER.

Rev. Mr. Brown: what important
change has he undergone ? This
matter comes before me in the form

of addresses on letters—"Rev. Titus

PRICE ON THEIR HEADS

Smith, Mr. Spurgeon's College," or

zine.

sometimes, "Rev. Timothy Jones,
Spurgeon's Tabernacle."
Rather
odd, this! Here are reverend
students of an unreverend
preacher, the title being given to

'What is baptism worth?' he asks. 'Is
it thoughtlessness or is it meanness
which allows people to insult the Chm-ch
with a few pence on such an occasion as

from the other for the same reason.
The Reverend Titus has met with a

this . . . Most could give, and ought to

Church which will insist upon an

give, at least £1.'

ordination, and he is ordained: but

PROTESTS against parents • putting
threepence or sixpence on the plate at
baptismal services are made by the Rev.

G. P. H^den, Vicar of St. Luke's, Tranmere, Birkenhead, in his parish maga

one out of courtesy, and withheld

the President of his College having
Off the Press shortly—

'FORWARD—BACK TO JERUSALEM'
BIBLE SCHOOL LECTURES
AND MESSAGES

By W. CROSTHWAITE, L. CHANNING,
ANDREW GARDINER, JNR., FRANK

never undergone such a process, nor
even that imitation of it called a re

cognition, remains an unordained,
unrecognised person to this day, and

has not yet discovered the peculiar
loss which he has sustained thereby.

WORGAN, TOM KEMP and
A. E. WINSTANLEY

Preface by ERIC McDONALD
116 Pages with Hard Cover.
3/- per copy (post free)

I AM profitably engaged in reading the
Bible. Take all of this book you can
upon reason and the balance by faith,
and you will live and die a better man.

Order at once to avoid disappointment,

In legard to the Great Book, I have only

from L. MORGAN,

to say that it is the best Book which God
has gfiren to man.—Abraham Lincoln.

'Glen-Iris,' 44 Lord Street, Hindley.
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SCRIPTURE
READINGS
Revelation, Chapters xv. to xix.
Introduction to the Seven
Last
Plagues—In this final book of divine inspiration we have had messges to seven
Churches, the opening of seven seals,
the sounding of seven trumpets and now
is the emptying of seven vials or vessels.
These last signify the outpouring of the
wrath of God upon the earth—its systems and its people. The scene in this
chapter is in heaven. The sea of glass
is before God's throne (iv. 6). The overcomers stand upon or beside the sea, and
rejoice in the same way as did the people
of Israel when they had crossed the Red
Sea. This was a wonderful song of triumph, too; celebrating an even greater
victory, because supremely a spiritual
one. The song celebrates the praise of
God as ruler, over the earth and its inhabitants, as dispensing justice. The
figure of the vials is drawn from the old
covenant temple worship. Bowls were
used by the priests therein, who were
similarly clothed. The wrath of God
comes forth in the charge of the angels
from the sanctuary, where also surely
was the mercy seat. (See Ex. xl. 34;
Psalms xviii. 8; Isaiah vi. 4; Heb. xii. 29.)
The Outpouring of the Vials.—There is
a striking similarity between the plagues
now pictured and those following the
first four trumpets (viii. 8 to 12). Earth
(land), sea, waters, and heavenly bodies,
are in turn affected. These pictures
represent more severe judgments upon
men, and doubtless indicate physical,
mental, moral, and spiritual troubles
brought upon men by reason of their sins
and their rejection of God's counsel. The
third judgment is stated in fact to be
requital for the persecution of God's
people. We shall only understand fully
the exact measurement of God's vengeance when we 'know even as we are
known,' but here we see that "punishment fits crime.' But, with all the
suffering, the obstinate spirit of sin
hardens into worse enmity towards God
(xvi. 9 and 11). We have already had
reference to the redemption of Israel,
and here we can see similarity to the
plagues of Egypt—nine of them having
the same result upon the sinners. Thus
the first four judgments are executed.
The very throne of 'the beast' (xiii. 2)
is now to be darkened as the execution
of divine wrath is preparing. Pear takes
hold upon rulers, but not repentance.
The sixth vial removes some obstacle in
the way of a judgment, for the enemies
of good are to be mustered together yet

for final defeat. The doom of Babylon
has already been foreshadowed by the
angel (xiv. 8). The unclean spirits arise
from the 'dragon,' 'beast,' and 'another
beast' (which, it seems likely, is here
called 'the false prophet"—see his work
xii. 11 to 17), deceiving rulers and their
peoples. The spirits are gathering them
(see B.V. xvi. 16) to Armageddon. Will
God's own people be deceived into joining this throng? Note the solemn inter,
position of the warning in xvi 15. If we
really are watching, clothed with the
righteousness of the Saviour, we shall
not be so deceived.
The seventh and final vial (xvi. 17)
introduces the mightiest earthquake in
history. We might, with justice, say
that the recent Great War was just such
a catastrophe as answers this figure.
World powers will be shaken to pieces,
and in particular God will bring down
'the great city'—'Babylon.'
The Vision of the Woman upon the
Beast.—Chapter xvii provides information to enable us to identify 'Babylon,'
whose destruction h a s b e e n foreshadowed. One of the angels of the
vial shows the Seer the woman dressed
in purple and scarlet, seated upon the
beast pictured first in xiii. 1. Reference
to other Scriptures (2 Thess. ii. 3 to 12;
1 Tim. iv. 1 to 5) evidently referring to
the same matter, seem to justify the conclusion of many expositors that the great
apostasy represented by Roman and
Greek Churches of this and earlier days,
is in fact this Babylon. Some of the
characteristics of these organisations
are: Corrupt forms of worship, immorality, arrogant and blasphemous pretensions, great wealth, and worldly and political power. Some of these charges can
be more easily sustained perhaps in past
history, before the influence over governments was (partially at least) broken at
the Reformation. Perhaps the clearest
Scriptural points are: 'Forbidding to
marry and commanding to abstain from
meats.' (1 Tim. iv. 3.)
v

The figure of unfaithfulness to the
marriage vow and licentious sexual behaviour is frequently used in the Bible
to picture unfaithfulness to God, and
false religious teachings and behaviour.
The Inquisition, wholesale persecution
and murder on the pretext of maintaining Christian progress, are sufficient condemnation almost without the false
teaching. The word 'admiration' (xvii. 6)
should, of course, be 'wonder.' The
world-wide ramifications of Papal power
continue now, but we have forgotten that
at one time all the kingdoms of Europe
bowed to it completely. Kings received
their kingdoms at the hand and with the
consent of the Church. This would
account for the close relationship between dragon, beasts and the woman.
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Those who formerly owned her sway may
be expected to turn against her as the
date of her destruction comes near
(xvii. 5 to 18). The victory of the Lamb
over the Beast is assured.
The Fall of Babylon.—Chapter xviii.
describes this in figurative details. First
there is the announcement of the doom,
which compares in its details with that
of old physical Babylon as pronounced
by Isaiah and Jeremiah. (Isaiah xviii.,
xiv., xlvii.; Jeremiah 1., li.) Secondly,
there is the call to those of God's own
people who might be in her midst, to
come out.
Though she has abundant
self-confidence, the doom shall come
quickly. Worldly powers which have
benefited by her existence and machinations will mourn for her, and fear by
reason of her sudden end. Those who
have made money by her will be bitterly
disappointed. Those who traffic by sea
likewise will grieve.
Heaven and the followers of Christ
are called on to rejoice, however, and a
mighty angel, throwing a millstone into
the sea for illustration, again emphasises
the completeness of the destruction. The
universality of her previous domination
is to be matched by this. Her condemnation is justified as it is found that she
has been guilty of shedding the blood
of God's saints.
Rejoicing in Heaven.—Once more, the
scene is changed from earth's sad and
terrible plight to heaven's glad song.
The word 'Alleluia' is Hebrew for 'Praise
ye the Lord.' The reason for this particular song is the overthrow of Babylon,
that great enemy of God's people on
earth. That God has avenged His elect
is proof of His being 'Lord God omnipotent.' This same overthrow brings near
the 'marriage supper of the Lamb.' The
Church on earth separated from her
Lord is to be united with Him soon in the
final triumph. To be among the 'blessed'
will indeed be worth all earth's conflict.
John's inclination to worship the messenger is rebuked.
The Victory of the Lord and His Followers.—The rider of the white horse can
be readily identified with the One who
walked amidst the candlesticks (i. 13).
These passages throughout, are modelled
upon many Old Covenant prophecies (see
particularly here Isaiah Ixiii. 1 to 3). We
recall, too, the title given to our Saviour
at the commencement of John's Gospel.
The outcome of the conflict between
good and evil is a foregone conclusion.
So much so that the call to the birds is
made before it is begun. But the fight
has been long, the saints grow weary, the
evil appears to win so often, and the way
the victory lies through the 'valley of
the shadow.' Let us observe, therefore,
the immediate result of this final conflict with part of the forces of evil. How-
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ever hard the way, would we desire to be
found with the beast and the false
prophet? Every effort to cleave to the
Saviour is abundantly worthwhile.
Perhaps we should remind one another
(hat these portions of the Word are
highly figurative. In line with that
thought, one writer has suggested that
the great battle may indicate the conflict of the Gospel against the self-will
of men, and its victory the winning of
the soul: hardly a permissible interpretation we think in this place.
R. B. SCOTT.

Important Notice.
A Conference of Churches of Christ and
individual brethren and sisters standing
by the old position and plea of Churches
of Christ will be held, God willing, under
the auspices of the Summer Lane
Church, Birmingham, on Saturday, 27th
March, at 2.15 p.m. Chairman, Bro. Ed.
Price, of Wigan.
The Conference will be held in the
Schoolroom of the Westminster Road
Congregational Church (at the corner of
Westminster Road and Livingstone Road,
Perry Barr), Birmingham, 20.
Papers will be read by Brethren L.
Morgan, of Hindley and R. McDonald, of
Dewsbury, respectively. Subject, 'The
scriptural method of Evangelisation.' A
general discussion will follow. All usual
business to be abandoned.
The evening meeting will be presided
over by Bro. M. M. Mountford, of
Birmingham.
Speaker, Bro. David Dougal.l, Evangelist.
All intending to be present are asked
to notify Bro. Geo. Hudson, 102 The
Broadway, Handsworth, Birmingham, 20.
Any Brother or Sister wishing to stay
overnight is urged to apply AT ONCE.
BOOK THE DATE.

'I WILL COME A G A I N '
too I am waiting quietly every day,
Whenever the sun shines brightly, I rise
and say:
ourely it is the shining of His face';
When a shadow falls across the window
of the room
When I am working at my appointed
task,
I lift my head and ask if He is come,

THE SCRIP rUHE STANDARD
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COMING EVENTS
i Hindley.—Mission during February and
' March: Lord's Days, 6 p.m.; Wednesdays
and Saturdays 7.30 p.m. Preacher, Prank
Worgan. Please join us in prayer for a
* successful effort.
Rose Street, Kirkcaldy—Annual Social,
Saturday, 28th February, 4 p.m. Speakers,
Brethren A. E. Winstanley and A. H.
Odd.
Morley, Yorks. — Church Anniversary,
Saturday and Sunday, February 28th and
29th. Saturday, tea at 4.30. Evening
meeting at 6 o'clock. Chairman, Bro.
Stephen Winstanley (Hindley); speakers,
Brethren Carlton Melling (Scholes) and
Leonard Channing (Kentish Town, London). We unders _d that brethren frore
other districts would like to attend, if so,
they will be welcome. Adequate catering
arrangements are being made, but details as to numbers, hospitality required,
etc. would help. Communications to Bro.
Harold Baines, 42 Garnett Street, Britannia Road, Morley, near Leeds, Yorks.
t

Nelson (Southfleld Street) .—Bible School
Anniversary, Saturday, February 7th.
Tea at 4.30, meeting at 6.30 p.m. Speaker,
Bro. F. C. Day, Birmingham, who will
address all assemblies on Lord's Day, 8th
February. A warm welcome awaits you.
BIBLE SCHOOL, HINOLEY
Preliminary Notice—The brethren meeting in Argyle Street, have decided to hold
another Bible School (D.V.) from Saturday, May 15th to Thursday, May 20th,
1948. Early morning prayer meetings,
lectures, questions answered, messages
for the deepening of spiritual life, openair services, gospel messages. Programme
available shortly. Book the dates.
Further particulars and bookings, write
to L. Morgan, 'Glen-Iris,' 44 Lord Street,
Hindley, Wigan.
LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR T H E
EVANGELIST FUND
£ s. d.
No. 845
4 0 0
846
20 0 0
847
2 0 0
848
10 0
849
20 0 0
850
7 0 0
851
10 0
852
50 0 0
R. McDONALD, Treasurer.
Bro. C. E. McGaughey, of the Fourteenth Street Church, Washington D.C.,
is coming to this country for a few
months. He hopes to arrive on March
26th, 1948. Any Church desiring to be
included in his itinerary should please
communicate with R. McDonald, 4
Clarke Street, Westboro', Dewsbury.

BE C A R E F U L A B O U T RUTS!
CONNECTING two Canadian towns,
forty-three miles apart, is said to be a
road of which the first section is a broad,
modern pavement. After eighteen miles
of concrete, however, the pavement ends
abruptly, a primitive dirt road begins,
and a description of this unimproved
stretch is given by a huge sign which
stands at the beginning of it. The sign
reads:
'Be careful what rut you get into; you
will stay in it for twenty-five miles.'
This is a parable of life. At first, in
childhood and youth, we race along what
is a broad and beautiful highway; but
after a certain point, when habitpatterns have become set, when our way
of life has fallen into a definite pattern,
we are likely to continue unchanged until we die.
It is for this reason that all decisions,
and especially those made in youth, are
of such great importance; and it is for
the same reason that religion insists that
every choice must be made in the light
of the most farseeing wisdom. The desion which you make to-day may well
determine the course of your life for the
next twenty-five years.

I

NEWS FROM
THE CHURCHES

Birmingham, Summer Lane.—It is with
joy we record the immersion of Jean E.
Toon, a scholar in our Bible School, on
Lord's Day evening, 28th December. She
was received into the fellowship of the
Church as we met around the Lord's
Table on the 4th January. We pray that
she may be kept faithful unto the end.
FRED C. DAY.

Blackburn, Hamilton Street.—On New
Year's Day, the Church held its annual
tea and social for the Sunday School
scholars. Approximately seventy children
and forty adults attended, and enjoyed a
good tea, supplied by the members, and
supervised by a very efficient catering
committee. The social events consisted
of hearty singing by the singing class,
duets and solos, and recitations by the
scholars. Following the social our visiting
speaker, Bro. Fred C. Day, of Birmingham, delivered an inspiring address to
suit both young and old, which he followed by the distribution of prizes, assisted by the superintendent, Bro. A.
Allen.
Bro. Day's services on this occasion,
and his sincere address for the New
Year's Eve watchnight service, were very
deeply appreciated, and the Church
earnestly pray that our Lord will abundantly bless him.
ROY RENSHAW,

THE
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Bristol, Bedminster,—We rejoice we ai'e
able to report the baptism of John
Daniell, the eldest son of Bro. and Sis.
H. Daniell. We trust he will pi'ove a
blessing to the Bedminster Church, be
fearless in his witness and faithful to
the end.
S. W*. COI.t.INS.

Capetown, Woodstock.—We are glad to
report that we started a Young People's
Meeting on the 3rd November. 1947. The
intention of this meeting is to get
younger brethren to exercise the abilities
they have and we elder brethi'en are go
ing to assist them in whatever sphere
we see they are suited for. We have had
two meetings and it has proved to us that

there is great talent among our younger
brethien which we consider will be exer

cised in the near future, God willing. We
are praying for them.
On tho 9th
November, we again I'ejoiced in witness
ing a young man united with the Lord
in baptism. The service was conducted
by Bro. Coe, of the Claremont Assembly.
Bro. Christians, of the Claremont As
sembly, and Bro. Kannemeyer, of Wood
stock Assembly, spoke briefly, definitely
showing that baptism was an absolute
and necessary step for a sinner to take
to make sure of his salvation.

It was im

portant to obey God rather than men.
Tliis immersion was due to the efforts

of the Claremont Assembly. Thus we
have again spent a season of refreshing
which had come from the Lord.

We are looking forward to a glorious
lime next month with our Bible School

Anniversary.
T.

IIARTI.K.

Heanor.—The Church rejoices to report
the addition by immersion of Keith Hopkinson. who was immersed and received
into Ciiurch Fellowship on Lord's Day,
December 7th. May he, with us, find
joy in the Master's service.
W. lIAWt.KY.

Rose Street, Kirkcatdy.—On Lord's Day,
28tli December, we had the pleasure of
again witnessing the
ordinance of
Cln-istian baptism when Mrs. Smart, the
mother of one of our young brethi-en,
put on her Lord in His own appointed
way. Sister Smart was received into the
fellowship of the Church on 4th January.
We are greatly encouraged by this addi

31

was over continued to display an interest
by their continued presence; and were
soon asking questions as to the why's
and wherefore's of our plea. These were
readily answered, and it soon became evident conversion' was at hand.
The decision came on the night of
Lord's Day, December 14th, at the house
of Bro. and Sis. Fi*ed Sugden, under
whose hospitable roof much 'seed sowing'
had been done.

Bro. Worgan came up specially from
his labours at Ardsley for the talk, and
after much searching of the Scriptm-es,
our young Bro. and Sis. came to the
greato.st decision of their lives. They
were immersed on Tuesday,

December

16th, by Bro. E. Pickersgill, and received
into the Church the following Lord's
Day, appropriately enough by Bro. Fred
Sugden.

We pray they may be steadfast to their
new faith, and that their example will be
followed by others who, like they once
were, are in the 'valley of decision.'
H.

HAINKS.

Portknockle.—On Sunday evening, 14th
December, the Church witnessed, with
great joy, the baptism of Arthur Wilson,
husband of one of our members and son-

in-law of om- esteemed Bro. George Wil

son, who though

practically

blind

is

never absent from the Lord's Table and

Gospel meetings. It was a touching and
inspiring climax to the service when Bro.

Wilson, rising out of the water, facing
the audience quoted the words of the
Apostle Paul in Galatians ii. 20. We wel
come this shower and press on in faith
believing there is a prospect of futm-e
abundant rain. To God be the glory.

Slamannan

District.—The

New

Year

Social was held in Slamannan Church

meeting-house on January 1st, 1948, un
der tlie presidency of Bro. John Ander
son, of Motherwell. It was inspiring to
see such a large gathering, about two
hundred and fifty being present. Great
credit is due to the Slamannan bretliren

and sisters for the excellent way they
provided for so many.
Bro. Anderson, in his remarks, referred
to the first day of the year as being our
rallying day, and how on this day we

come together to encourge each other.

tion to our number, and trust that her
example may help others to make their

Bro. Anderson also spoke of om* faith

decision.

trict which had been formed seventy
years previously.
The speakers were Brethren Geo. H.
Hudson (Birmingham), and A. Winstanley (Evangelist).
Bro. Hudson spoke from Eccles 9-10,
and exhorted us, especially the younger

Morley, Yorks—Tlie Church has just had
the great joy of witnessing the immer.sion into the ever blessed Name, of
Thomas Day and Freda Manley. Their

^
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conversion is a direct result of Bro. Frank
Worgan's Mission in November last.
Prom the first, they liave shown an in

and how justly proud we were of our dis

people, to accept the advice contained
therein and gave us the fine example of

terest in our meetings, and the gospel

Bezaleel and his work in the building

plan of salvation, and after the Mission

of the tabernacle,
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Bro. Winstanley gave us of his best on
Joshua V. 12 'and the manna ceased.' He

rejoice for the happy years of fellowship;
and deeply value her gi-aciouslife, devoled

referred to how God had worked a nec

to the

essary miracle in providing manna for

She rests froiu bev labours, to await tbe

thp children of Israel but after that they
had to feed themselves by their own
efforts. We m\ist do what we can and
then leave to God what we cannot do.

t^iad summons of tbe glorious resurreclioti
morn. Prayinfj that God will fully bless
and comfort her sister and brothers in

God works thiough us in savings Ovnci

readv for the call.

sinners and the salvation cf man is our
duty—not primarily God's.
We were favoured during the meeting

with choir pieces from the Blackridge
and

Motherwell

choirs.

Solos,

quartettes, and recitations were

much apprecia^d.

duets,

also

If the social is a foretaste of things

to come, then we look forward with ex
pectations to a happy and prosperous

year in the work of the Lord.
HUGH D.WIDSON.

tlioir

work

and

word of

the

Master.

loss; may we wbo I'eniaia be as
H. v%"ilson.

Dewsbury.—We regret to announce the
death of one of oui- members, J. E. Brotherton. He was actively associated with
the former Church in Dewsbury and was
secretary for many years. When we de
cided to re-start the Church, he readily
agreed, and his name is first on our re
gister.

Two years ago, he imderwent a very
serious operation, from which he never
fully recovered. He met with us on two
or three occasions but the severe weather

Obituary.
Blaekburn, Hamilton Street.—It is with
deep rcf^ret wc report the doath of

of last winter and failing health in the
summer, prevented further attendance.
He passed away as the New Year
dawned, in his seventy-third year. He
v;as laid to rest in Dewsbury Cemetery
on January 3rd.

one of onr oldest members, Sister Mrs.

Earnshaw, who passed into tbe keeping
of the blaster, on January 3rd, in Iut
nighty-second year. Her veinains wore
interred on Janiiavy .7fh. Bro. S. Wiis.m
officiated in tlie nieeting honse, and at
the graveside.
Memorial Service was held on Lord's

Day oveniiit;, .Tamiary llth, wlien more
tlian a score of tier o'^\'n kinsfolic came to

pay their last respects to her kindly
Cliristian life.

She was won over from

sectarianism some fiffy-tlve years afjo, in
the early witnes.s of the Clnirch of Clirist
at Blackburn. Tu her sojourn here, she
has seen other causes started in Black

burn, but tlirontih it all, she kept allied
and faithful to tlie loyal adherents of the
Restoration Movement, and refused to be
moved by the tendency of these modern

days.

We miss her around tlie Table of

the Lord, for she was ahvavs there.

Loughborough—It is with deep regret
that we record the ."udden death of one

of our most esteemed members, Mrs. S.
Ward, who passed to her rest on Decem
ber 11th, at the age of seventy-six years.
Our Sister had been in membership with
the Church here for

sixty-three years.

Although of recent years she has not
been able to attend regularly owing to
certain infirmities, she has always main
tained keen interest in all the activities
of the Church. One of her chief inter
ests was the Women's Meeting, which
she formed and was president for twenty

years. »Bro. E. Hill conducted the service
in the meeting-house and at the ceme
tery. Our sympathy is extended to her
family.

We

v. wnoi.i.F.Y.
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Mutual Ministry.
HERE are a number of testimonies

to the utility and soundness of this
part of God's plan for the Church.
They "are taken from various sources,
some of them being statements of
men who supported one-man minis
try.

Toivnrcls the conversion of Etigland is the title of a report of a Com
mission on evangelism appointed by
the Archbishops of Canterbury and
York. From this we quote: 'The
ministry of evangelism is a charge
laid upon the whole Church of the
Lord. It is the very essence of the
Christian calling.'
F. Ballard, in Which Bible io read,

revised or authorised ? (p. 130). 'In 1
Tim. i. 12, Paul is made by the
Authorised Version to say, "For that
he counted me faithful, putting me
into the Ministry," and the last word
is spelt with a. capital, thus clinch
ing the impression which must to
day come from such words, that

and thus avoid the inconvenience
and loss which must accrue from

placing a large Church imder the
care of a singue pastor.'
J. C. Carlisle in Alexander Mnc-

Inrcn D.D., the Man and- his Messaf;e
(Pub. 1901 pp. 13-14): 'Mr. David
Maclaren (A. Maclaren's father) was
one of the pastors of John Street
Scotch Baptist Church. For many
years he continued in his business,
and in the ministry of the word.

The Scotch Baptists ... have a plural
ministry, or, as they prefer to call it,
a plural eldership . . . They are
keen students of the Scriptures and
strong opponents of anything like
clerical caste, and sacerdotalism.
They did not think it derogatory to
their spiritual influence to follow

the Apostle's' example in supporting

Testament

themselves by manual labour. It is
much to be regretted that this order
of ministry has not been more
largely used on this side of the
Tweed. We are persuaded that it

means what it does in our modern

would solve problems that press

reference to clerical life, and that
Paul had this in view when he

heavily upon English Baptists.'
The Baptist (April 28th. 1910) in

wrote. Both these assumptions are
untrue. In the Revised Version,
"Appointing me to his service," there

an address bv Mr. G. W. Macaloine,
President of the Baptist Union:
'Very much of the president's ad
dress seems expressly directed to

ministry

in

the

New

is no clerical reference.

Dr. Cramp in Baptist History (p.
339), writing on early Baptist
Churches, says; 'There was a plural
ity of elders in many of the
Churches. As numbers increased,
they judged it conducive to profit to

increase the number of preachers,

prove to us how un-Anostol'c even

our Baptist system of Churches and
ministry to-dav is . . . "Do we." Mr.

Macalpine effectively pauses in his
historical review to ask. "catch here

for a moment a glimpse of an ideal

Church, possible even in these days,
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in which all the ordinances of wor

ship are adequately maintained by
the voltintary service of the mem
bers under the gracious influence of
the Holy Spirit, and where the
financial resources of a consecrated

people are set free for the extension
of the Redeemer's kingdom beyond
their own borders? . . . The eccles

iastical spirit is foreign and fatal to
the operations of the Holy Spirit . . .
When, in fact, the ministry of the
word was the function of any mem
ber of the Church, then, and then
only, was a vigorous spiritual life

does not suggest stopping all mouths
except one or two, but lays down
such regulations for the orderly and
edifying use of these gifts. (1 Cor.
xil. and xiv.).
Such instructions

and, exhortations as are contained in
Rom. XV. 6-8; xiv. 19; 1 Cor. xiv. 1-5;
and others, could not have been car

ried out had there not been liberty
for all male members—women were

forbidden to speak in the Church
(1 Cor. xiv. 34-36; 1 Tim. ii. 11-15)—

Kingdom depend upon the testi
mony, not of a selected or profes
sional class of workers, but of every
Christian man and woman. We
have, we are assured, suffered a re

to exercise their gifts in a decent,
orderly, edifying manner.
Three years later, 1929, Bro.
M'Cartney wrote, under the sub
heading 'We refrain from using
Clerical Titles:' 'Referring to the
recognised Jewish teachers, Jesus,
addressing his disciples, said: "But
all their works they do for t6 be

lapse from that Church ideal, which

seen of men .

utilised the gifts of the whole mem

men. Rabbi. But be ye not called
Rabbi, for one is your teacher, and
all ye are brethren. And call no man
your father upon the earth; for one

maintained . . . So in this twentieth

century must the advance of God's

bership for ministry, and in turn
those gifts are disappearing for want
of recognition and use."'

A. Neander, in his work. History

. and to be called of

is your Father which is in heaven.

of the Christian Church (Vol. i. p. 96)
savs; 'Celsus. the first writer against
Christianity, jeers at the fact that

Neither be ye called masters for one
is your Master, even the Christ."

wool-workers,
cobblers.
leatherdressers, the most illiterate and
vulgar of mankind, were zealous
preachers of the Gospel and ad

shews clearly that our Lord con
demned distinctive garb and titles
for teachers of religion, as out of

dressed themselves, particularly in
the outset, to women and children.'
He quotes Tertullian as having said:
'Every Christian mechanic has

keeping

with

should

characterise

thing in fact you require to know of
God: although Plato . . . says, that it
is hard to find the Creator of the
universe, and impossible after one

the titles "Reverend," "Right Rever
end," "Father in God,' "Doctor of
Divinity," seem direct violations of

(Matt,

xxiii.

5-10).

the

This passage

humility

that

them.

Dr.

Robert Young, commenting on these
verses, says: These verses have no
reference whatever to social or

found God, and shews Him to you; worldly titles, but to the appella
and then points out to you every tions given to men in the Church;

has found Him, to make Him known
to all.'

Bro.

J.

M'Cartney,

the

much

esteemed Bible teacher among our
own Churches, in the correspon
dence and oral paoers dated Septem
ber to December, 1926, sent out from
Overdale College, wrote . . . It is
plain that nothing resembling a oneman ministry obtained in the N.T.
Church. Even when at Corinth con

fusion had arisen in their assemblies,
through the mis-use of gifts. Paul

them, as these are given solely be
cause of the Church standing of
those who receive them. "Bishop,"
"Presbyter," "Deacon," "Evangelist,"
do not come under the censure, as
they are names of office or duties not

of honour or courtesy. (TJteral Com
mentary on the N.T.). Dr. Youn-; was

a great Biblical scholar: compiler of

the "Analytical Bible Concordance,"
author of a literal translation of the
Bible, and many learned works in

Hebrew, Greek and other languages.

Being

himself

a

Presbyterian
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(though not a

"minister")

lends

weight to this frank statement.'

^ Speaking from the chair of the
Annual Meeting in 1912, Bro.
M'Cartney said, 'Happily, thus far,
our Churches are free from any de
cided

leaning

towards

what

is

known as the one-man ministry. I
accept that statement at its face-

value, without staying to discuss
whether straightened resources have

Or have not, helped to keep us right
on this matter. But I am persuaded

that if ever freedom of ministry be
comes restricted among us, or gives

place to the individual system, the
innovation will be advocated, not on
Scriptural grounds—for there are

none,—but because of inefficiency
arising from general disinclination
of members to equip themselves for

the work of ministering.' (1912 Vcnr
Book: p. 15).

Bro. L. Oliver, whom our older

brethren remember as the scholarly
editor of the Bible Ad^'ocate, and
able teacher of the Scriptures, wrote

'Let me add that we find no Scrip

ture

for

each

congregation

or
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ments should be frequently adminis

tered by those who are (absurdly
enough) called laymen."'
Bro. A. C. Watters read a confer
ence paper at the 1936 Annual Meet

ing and under the second sub-head,
which is entitled, 'We wish to pre
serve the Mutual Ministry,' he
writes as follows: 'Firstly, because
we still maintain that we have

Scriptural authority for the prac
tice." After quoting 1 Cor. xii. 28;
Eph. iv. 11-12 and Rom. xii. 4-8; he
says: 'Hence, in the words of Lance

lot Oliver, the ministry of the
Church , in the New Testament, is
mutual and general, it is a ministry
in which the members minister, ac
cording to gift or ability to each
other's good, and a ministry in which
each and every member is to partici
pate. It is clear, of course, that Paul

had no idea of this general ministry
as being confined to such work as
we sometimes sum up as "the Minis

try." He did not think of a few

members doing everything, nor for

those who had no aptitude for doing

so, teaching and preaching. Indeed,
Church having its paid minister, his idea was to have every member
who is usually invested with powers confine himself to what he could do,

which none other in the Church
shares, and who often does almost

all the praying, preaching, and, es

pecially, as it is called, ministers the
sacraments. We believe in all mem

bers ministering: that is the New

and would do all the better if he

concentrated on that work—because

so to speak, a specialist. Secondly,

we wish to preserve the mutual
ministry in our Churches because of
the practical benefits. Where there

Testament ideal, the body built up is what we call the one-man system,
by that which every joint supplieth the general body of the members

—all men and women and children
ministering to each other. This in

have not the same incentive to Bible

speaking goes, that everyone able to
edify should have scope to use his

the spiritual glow which can come
through active participation in the

study or self preparation, prior to
volves, so far as public prayer and the Church worship; and they lack

gifts. It is pleasing to see that many service. Moreover there is a
m the religious world to-day are distinct advantage of the body of
able to see the truth on this point
they have a variety of
On March 2nd, 1900, a letter ap efficient preachers
ministering to
peared in the British IVeeklv from their needs, rather than just one
Mr. A. Birrell. Q.C., M.P., on "What preacher, no matter how brilliant or
IS to be done to check Romanism " distinguished he may be. And there
m which he says: "I wish all minis is the tremendous advantage to the
ters of the Free Churches would active teacher or preacher himself
abandon the shreds and rags of that he should sometimes be able to
Sacerdotalism that still cling even to enjoy the ministrations of others '
them: that thev would give up and not have to be alwavs ministerOrdination services, and the title mg the word himself. There is no
Reverend,' and that their sacra doubt that as a religious community
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we have stood high in the opinion of
outside observers for our knowledge
of the Scriptures and for our high
moral standards. Part of the credit
is due to our system of mutual

Much more might be quoted, but
this is sufficient to bring home to

every brother and sister the great
need for us to fit ourselves for ser

vice in our own spheres of work.
—Compiled by Andrew Gardiner, Junr.

ministry.'

Destructive Heresies.
No. 3. ^Spiritualism'.
By W. CROSTHWAITE
SPIRITUALISM is no new thing.
To His ancient people God said,
'There shall not be found among

you ... a consulter with familiar

[they] befool inquirers who have
asked

for

personal

information.'

(pp. 240-244).
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, says, 'We

spirits, or a wizard, or a necro

have

mancer. For all that do these things
are an abomination unto the Lord,
and because of these abominations

intelligences. Everyone who has in

the Lord thy God doth drive them
(the Canaanites) out from before
thee.' (Deut. xviii. 9-12)
Passages might be multiplied, but
the above is sufficient to show that

'Spiritualism' is a return to heathen
abominations, utterly abhorrent to
the Lord.

To a believer in Divine Revela

tion the question is not, 'Is it true ?'
but, 'Is it right ?' and the above
passage supplies an emphatic nega
tive answer.

Spiritualism is Misleading and
Mischievous

unhappily

to

deal

with

absolute cold-blooded lying on the
part of wicked and mischievous
vestigated the matter has, I suppose,
met with examples of wilful decep

tion, which occasionally are mixed
up with good and true communica
tions.' (British Weeklv, August 28,
1919).
No wonder that even Mr. Moses

wrote: 'The voice from beyond the
grave is uncertain, and, when it can
be tested, frequently delusive, if not
absolutely and mischievously false.'

In Light (one of their official
magazines of February, 1902, we
read, that 'little dependence is to be
placed upon spirit communications
, . . The dictum of a spirit through
a medium must not be taken as an

From its own authorities its mis

leading and mischievous nature can
be fullv demonstrated.
In Spirit Teaching's, through the
mediumship of W. Stainton Moses,
M.A., Oxon, published by the Lon
don Sniritualist Alliance Ltd.. we
read: 'There are soirits who delight
in such personation, and who have
the power, under certain conditions,
of carrving out elaborate decention.
Such take names which they see to
be desired, and would reoly equally
to anv name given them . . . they
counterfeit manifestations, assume

authority . . . cannot be taken as
settling any dispute or the truth of
any doctrine.'

In the Dialectical Society^s Report
on Spiritualism we find the follow
ing dialogue between Dr. James
Edmunds, and Signer Dermiana, a
medium:

Dr. E.: 'How can you distinguish
between

a

medium

who

is

an

impostor, and a spirit that is a liar?'
Signor D.:
'You cannot dis
tinguish.'

There are so many similar adm.ssions that the difficulty is to make

names, and eive erroneous or mis

a

leading

surely ask, What is the good of such
communications ? and. Why risk
being victimised by impostors and

information

. . .

They

victimise mediums in divers wavs,
and find a uleasure in the bewilder
ment of mind which they cause . . .

selection.

liars ?

Sensible

folks

will

fHt: SbklPTORte SfANbAilE)

Spiritualism is Anti*Christian

^

Paul wrote: 'But the Spirit dis
tinctly says that in later times
there will be some who will fall
away from the faith, and devote
their attention to misleading spirits,

and to the teaching of demons, who
will make use of the hypocrisy of
lying teachers.' (1 Tim. iv. 1-2, 20tli

Century N. T.). A fulfilment of this
prediction is seen in the foregoing
quotations; and is further seen in
that Spiritualism denies all the
fundamentals of the Christian faith.

On the Propaganda Hymn Sheet,
published by the Spiritualists'
National Union, it is stated that

Spiritualism 'supersedes the old and
effete conceptions of truth, and
gives us nobler and more rational
views of God, nature, man, and
destiny.'

It

is

significant

that

in

their

rendering of the Doxology no place
is found for the Son of God, the last

line reading, 'Praise God the High
and Holy One.'

'Every spirit that confesseth not
that Jesus Christ is come in the
flesh is not of God: and this is the

spirit of anti-Christ.' (1 John iv. 3).
Tested by that, Spiritualism is
decidedly anti-Christian.
Their
view of the

Bible

is

peculiar. In Outlines of Spiritualism

for the Young (pp. 13-14), we read,
'To assert that it is a holy and divine
book, that God inspired the writers
to make known His divine will, is a

gross outrage on, and misleading to,
the public .. . The New Testament
is made up of traditions and theo
logical speculations by unknown
persons ... A book so full of errors
. . . requires to be read with care.'
But on page 53 we are told that
both the Old and New Testaments

are quite full of Spiritualism.',
In Spirit Teachings (p. 91), we
read, 'The attributing to a man of

a?

Regarding the Atonement, the
following from Spirit Teachings
shows their position: 'We proclaim
to you purer and more rational
ideas than are contained in the
orthodox notions of Atonement and

vicarious sacrifice.' (p. 91).
'No
such fable finds a place in our know
ledge,' (p. 159). 'No vicarious store
of merit can avail; no friend may
bear the burden or lift it from the

weary back.' (p. 275). 'It may be
that the spirit may wander in gloom
and desolation . . . groaning in
lonely unrest, nerveless for the
struggle, till the sin, through cycles
of purgatorial sutfering, has eaten
out its virulence.' (p. 275).
How refreshing to turn from this,
and hear the voice of inspiration :
' Behold the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sin of the world.'
(John i. 29). 'Christ died for our
sins according to the Scriptures.'
(1 Cor. XV. 3). 'Come unto me, all
ye that labour and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest.' (Matt, xi.
28. 29).
No uncertain, delusive, mislead
ing, and mischievous voices from
beyond the grave are needed to
prove the truth of the Gospel
message. Myriads of living wit
nesses who have found rest, joy,
and peace in Jesus, can sing,
'I came to Jesus as I was—

Weary, and worn, and sad:
I found in Him a

resting place,

And He has made me glad.'

Sptritualism Produces Evil Fruit

On the soul's accountability to
God, the Judgment is denied, and
we are informed that: 'The soul is

the arbiter of its own destiny; its

own

judge.'

{Spirit

Teachings,

p. 228).
In a public discussion, the writer
affirmed that 'Spiritualism is antiChristian, wicked, and immoral.'
His opponent resented very warmly

divine honour . . . is a mischievous
error.'
That divine honour was claimed

the proof supplied, but he gave no
answer to the following:
'Do
Spiritualist Societies ever expel

by, attributed to, and accepted by
Jesus, is clearly seen in such
passages as John v. 18 ; x. 30 ; xx. 28 ;
Hebrews i.; etc.

grounds, seeing they believe that
"the soul is the arbiter of its own
destiny; its own judge ?" '

immoral members ?

If so. on what
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Such a belief, generally accepted,
would produce conditions such as

obtained in the darkest days of
Israel's history, when some of the

foulest deeds were committed; and
the explanation given is, 'There was
no king in Israel; every man did
that which was right in his own
eyes.' (Judges xxi. 25).
Further, Spiritualism teaches that
the spirits induce people to commit

sin. Thus Spirit Teachings (p. 231),
'Hovering over their old haunts,
they live over again their wretched,
polluted earth-lives, by influencing
congenial spirits still in the body,
and so gratifying their lusts and
passions at second-hand.'

The daily papers are continually

corroborating the testimony of Dr.

evil than good that Eve had better
stay her hand.'

Keep to the Written Word of God

Out of the mouths of its own
advocates. Spiritualism is con

demned. We may well ask, In what
way has it helped humanity ? Has
any new truth been revealed ? Has
anything been added to the moral
standard of the New Testament ?

Its victims are those who desire to
be 'wise above what is written' in
the Word of God.

The rich man requested that one
might be sent from the dead to warn

his brethren, and was told, 'If they
hear not Moses and the prophets
neither will they be persuaded,
through one rose from the dead.'
(Luke xvi., 27-31).
To us, God has spoken in His Son

Randolph, a noted medium, who
said, 'Five of my friends destroyed (Heb. i. 1-2), and in the New Testa
themselves, and I attempted it, by ment Scriptures all that is necessary
direct spiritual influences. Every to
convert, consecrate, and fit us for

crime in the calendar has been com
mitted by mortals moved by view

less beings. Adultery, suicides, un
just divorces . . . insanity; all this I

charge to this scientiiic Spiritual
ism.'

murderer said, 'I believe in

spiritualistic influence, and my hand
was guided in what I did by an un
seen power.' (Evening News, Jan.

6, 1909). A schoolmaster, who com

mitted suicide, left the following

testimony in a letter read at the in

the life to come, is found. 'And

when they shall say unto you, seek
unto them that have familiar spirits
and unto the wizards, that chirp
and that mutter; should not a people
seek unto their God ? On behalf of
the living should they seek unto the
dead ? To the law and to the testi

mony! If they speak not according
to this word, surely there is no
morning for them.' (Isaiah viii. 19.
20. R.V.).

quest: 'The Spiritualism I thought
such a blessing has turned out a
curse to me. I am doing better so IF God's Word were studied as it
far as money is concerned than ever should be, men would have a
I have done, and still I am forced breadth of mind, a nobility of

mto this awful act against my own character, and a stability of purpose

wish, in a way you cannot under
stand.'

that are rarely seen in these times.
But there is little benefit derived

Mr. W. T. Stead, writing on 'The from a hasty reading of the ScripThere is little difference of opinion Bible through, and yet fail to see its
even aniong the better class of beauty or comprehend its deep and
Soiritualists themselves, as to the hidden meaning. One passage

^amy Side of Spiritualism,' said : toes. One may read the whole
and

physical

degradation

which overtakes the professional
medium. A system cannot be de^

studied until its significance is clear

to the mind and its relation to the

plan of salvation is evident, is of
fended which wrecks the moral and more value that the perusal of many
ohvsical health of its votaries
chapters with no definite purpose in
The tree of knowledge of good and view, and no positive instruction
evil seems to bear so much more gained.

<
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Elimilech and His Family.
THE book of Ruth gives an interest

ing and instructive account of life
in Palestine during the time of the
Judges. A farmer, Elimilech, lived
in dark and dangerous times. Force
and might rule, sorrow and suffer
ing were common, and each man did
what was right in his own eyes.
There was continual apostasy from
God and His way; oppression from

loneliness, care, and need did they
cast upon the Lord, so that He
might sustain them ?
They, the
three widows, were destitute in a
foreign and gcJdless country. Did
they call upon Jehovah in their
distress ? So many times God had
granted deliverance in the past,
Naomi thinks of her old home at

Bethlehem and her people and de

outside enemies followed, the ensu

termines to return to Canaan.

ing suffering led to repentance, and
when deliverance was provided by
God, apostasy again overran the

three widows set out. The prospects

land.

Elimilech had a pleasant wife
Naomi, and there were two children
named Mahlon and Chilion ; their
home was in Bethlehem. Judah.
Farming demands all the foresight,

skill, management and hard work
that is available (Gen. iii. 17-19). A
famine comes, with shortages of
comforts, clothing, and food. Had
Elimilech neglected God ? Had he
slept too long ? What can he do ?
Shall he mortgage the farm and
emigrate ? How then will it be
possible to worship in Jerusalem at
the Feasts ? Can he deprive him
self, wife, and family of association
with the Lord's people ? Why not
ask his more wealthy brothers to
help him in this difficult time ?
He sells out, quits, crosses the
Jordan and enters Moab, a land of
idolaters. Did the other farmers in

Palestine have a greater faith in

Jehovah to bring them through
their
trouble ?
They
remained
among God's people. Elimilech was
an exile in the foreign land ten
years. He died; Naomi and her sons
are now the bread winners.

The

The

in front of all of them are discussed.

For two of them, it will be a foreign
land; privation, hardship, and hard
work, which all of them must face.
The three women loved each other,
and had all behaved wisely and
well, and were pleased with each
others society. Orpah considered
the outlook so gloomy, that she
turned her back upon Jehovah and
his people to return to her own land
and its idol.

How many set out for Canaan and
become discouraged on the way!
They endure for a little time, and in
time of temptation fall away and
are lost.

'Now, Ruth, you return home
after your sister.' Did she not say,
I have 'stedfastly set my face' to
ward Canaan—please do not beg
me to leave you. 'I will go with you,
live with you, die with you;' 'your
people are my people and your God
my God.' Ruth had learned to love
Naomi and Naomi's God, with her
whole heart. He who loves God.
loves His people also. Ruth had
shown herself 'lovely and pleasant
in her life' with Naomi, and did not
even wish her bones to rest in Moab.
but to be laid in her mother-in-law's

boys marry foreign women, con

grave.

trary to God's law. The Hebrews
were to be a pure race, separate

journey to Canaan. Let all readers

from all idolaters. How often have
'sons of God' made alliances with

with God's help, complete the
journey to eternal life in well-doing,

the 'daughters of men' and. in
nearly all such cases, with disas
trous results. The two sons die, and
the wives, Orpah and Ruth, are left
with Naomi. How much of their

with joy. The gospel of God reveals
a greater love than that of Ruth for

Naomi and Ruth complete the

Naomi. The Saviour God, left the
glory, love and warmth of heaven,
was an exile from heaven and went
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See the two widows in Bethlehem!

if that claim was rejected he would
take her to be his wife; this he con
firmed by oath. In the morning, he
guards the good name of the
virtuous widow and gave her a

How closely Ruth clings to Naomi.
Ruth feels strange, the folk stare;

the earliest available moment, the

she had forsaken all—her father's

legal representative is summoned
by Boaz before ten elders of Bethle

to death to rescue us from sin and
death. His work was successful and

therefore He arose from the tomb,
conqueror over death.

home, her fatherland, her people,
her idol, for God and His people.
This kind of person is the one Jesus
seeks for His disciple.
The old
home, now ten years older, hardly
resembles a palace, yet the inmates,
though poor, are godly and peace
able, and therefore happy, because

present of six measures of corn. At

hem. The "right of redemption is
handed over to Boaz, who now
treads in the other's shoe. Boaz ful

filled his promise, reasoning that
Ruth was a desirable partner for
life. She had proved herself to be
good, industrious, affectionate and

God is honoured there.

godly.

Barley harvest is on. 'I am strong
and will glean,' said Ruth. The
field she entered, belonged to Boaz.
There was the farmer, reapers and
gleaners. The wealthy farmer had

agreement; Scottish marriage is by

Their mai-riage was

by

consent, before witnesses; English
marriage by notice or licence is pre
ferable.

Our redeemer, Christ Jesus, gave

up His estate, became poor that we
just arrived from the town. He was
a good employer, he saluted the • might be enriched. He is enriching
workers and they returned his many now. Who is among this

salutation.

Master and employees

were on good terms. Good workmen

like to work for good masters. Boaz
notices the foreign girl—she is so
different from his people.
Her
features betray her.
When he
learns her history he is very sym
pathetic and gives her preference
over other gleaners.
Ruth is so successful, gleaning the
first day, that she beats out one
ephah, enough food for one person
for ten days. Wheat harvest follows

and Ruth continues her gleanings
until harvest is over.

Naomi

proposes

to

arrange

number ?

Hebrew

love

is

illus

trated in Ruth; Christian love, in
the

Apostle

Paul;

Christ's

love

equalled only by our Heavenly
Father, and the Holy Spirit. Let us
rejoice in. and share in, Christ's
love and give back our heart's affec
tion to our God. Aliens in God's

Kingdom are usually destructive,
but Ruth distinguished herself by
her loyalty to our God and his
people. May our love for God, be

not less than Ruth's. Read through
the book of Ruth.
W. H. CUMMINS.

a

marriage for Ruth. Some folk enter

the life-long covenant of marriage
without sufficient reflection, and
find the proverb true—'Marry in
haste, and repent at leisure.' When
a man had to buy his wife, he did
not want a thriftless, lazy, dirty
woman, he wanted a bargain. Upon
Naomi's instructions, Ruth visits
Boaz at night. She informed Boaz
that he was the redeemer of the
mortgage and had the right to
marry her. Boaz was an honourable

QUERY

IN the light of Clirist's teaching, should

Churches or Christians invest money to
gain money?

Here is an opportunity for readers to
give their view of this.

WANTED.—'Englishman's Greek Con
cordance,' and Gall's 'English and Greek
Concordance." Prices, etc., to Editor
•s.s:

man and did not take improper ad
vantage of the woman's defenceless
Dosition. but pointed out that an

other person had a prior claim, but

The more a man really knows, the less
conceited he will be.—Samuel Smiles.
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works cannot stand. 'Oh, how shall I
whose native sphere is dark, whose mind
Is dim . ; . " This is a scene of tremend
ous import. Would that we could more
vividly realise, and depict to others tills
inevitable consequence of life. The books

SCRIPTURE
READINGS

record the works (xx. 12). The Book of
Life records the names of the redeemed,

Revelation xx. to xxii.

The
Temporary
imprisonment of
Satan.—We saw the opening of the
pit in ix. 1. Considering what issued from
it then, we must realise that the sealing
of its exit, and the imprisonment in its
depths of 'the dragon, that old serpent,
the devil
;adversary]
and Satan
laccuserj' must relieve tho earth of
a

great burden of evil and darkness.

The purpose of the shutting up is to pre
vent deception of the nations. But the
period is limited to one thousand years,
and at the end of that time 'he must be
loosed a little season.' So we do not have
an end of evil until after the end of the

period.
While this time of relief from Satan's

thraldom exists, 'the souls' of the
martjTS (see vi. 9), of those who refused
to worship the image of the beast
(xiii. 15), and who did not have his mark
on head or hand, lived and reigned with
Christ.

This great honour is called the

first resuiTection, and it is final for them.
'The lake of fire,' or second death has no

power over them. (See R.V. xx. 14.)
Many efforts have been made to inter
pret and explain this difficult passage.
Not one seems to be entirely satisfactory.
Any explanation must be reconcilable
with other Scriptures to be true, and we
must remember we are not told where
the thi-ones of the saints were situated.
Both the period of time, and the resur
rection and the reign may be symbolic
rather than literal.
Satan's Final Effort and Overthrow.—

Here is pictured a great and final
gathering of the nations under Satan's
influence.

They come from all quarters,

and surround 'the saints and the beloved

city.' It hardly seems likely that this is
a literal passage. Some think that
Russia is particularly involved, but the

ungodly are all over the earth, and the
Satanic monster to which the term 'Gog

and Magog' is applied is over all the
earth.

NeiUier are God's saints in one

place to be surrounded. No effort is re

quired of them except to be consecrated
to God, but theii* safety is secured, like
that of Jerusalem in the time of Sen

nacherib.

(2 Kings xix. 35-37.)
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It is

clear that the scene is the earth.

The
lake of fire we assume to be a place of

.spiritual not physical existence. The
beast and false pi-ophets represent sys

tems, but of Satan we could not say this.
The Final Judgment.—The thi-one is

white, symbolising God's purity. Before
His awe-ful presence even His great

and to be written in tliat Book is salva

tion.

We notice that there are thi-ee

places from which the dead are delivered;
the sea, death, and Hades. 2 Cor. v. 10
bears relation to this scene.

Death and

Hades are destroyed in the lake of fii'e
at the conclusion of the judgment.
Vision of the New Heaven and New

Earth,—^The picture of an earth freed
from Satan's deceptions is.good, but how
far this new vision exceeds such.

Here

is the fulfilment of the promises. (Isaiah
Ixv. 17; 2 Peter iii. 13.)
The absence
of ssa is not so touching a point in
modern days as it was to the ancients,

for obvious reasons, but indicates the
removal of barriers to free intercourse.

The Holy City is of course a spiritual
city. Its beauty is beyond human powers
of description, but the language of the
Seer gives a ravishing picture for the
sin-weary and sin-surrounded saint to en
joy. We are much inclined to get
hiirdened to the sins and sorrows of life

here below, but the more we love Christ,
the more we shall long—not selfishly
either—for

this

fulfilment

of all our

hopes.

Three messages arc given in relation to
this vision: First, the declaration by God
that this is His new creation; second,

John is commanded to record; third, the
conditions for entry to the city are made
clear: the thirst for the water of life, and
the taking of it, the overcoming, and
inheritance. The other side of the pic
ture is again emphasised.
Vision of the New Jerusalem.—From
xxi 9 to xxii. 5 we have a detailed de

scription of the Holy Citj', the New
Jerusalem, the Lamb's Bride, the glori
fied Church, descending out of heaven
from God. We quote here: 'He [Johnl
minutely describes its walls, gates and
foundations: its magnitude, symmetry,
and costly materials; he remarks its wor
ship without a temple; its brightness
without a sun; its day without a night;
and its glorified inhabitants, freed from
all mixture of the unholy. He observes
that it is watered by the river of life,
nourishing the rich perennial beauty and
fruitfulness of the tree of life; the
presence of which indicates that the
curse is for ever done away, and that
God now walks again with man . .

The vast expanse of the city is pic
tured by the measurements. Each side
is four hundred miles long, the walls two
hundred feet high. Can we imagine a
city of such glorious beauty, stretching
from London to Edinburgh, coiTespond-
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ingly broad and a river twice as long as
the Thames? These of com-se are just
feeble figures for a help in understand
ing something really beyond our compre
hension . . . 'the things which God hath
prepai-ed for them that love him.' (1 Cor.
ii. 9. 'It doth not yet appear what we
shall be.' (1 John iii.,2.)

Every part of the description is worthy
of some careful study, but even a brief
look opens up a view of pure spiiitual
happiness. How much deep and abiding
consolation lias this passage brought to
suffering souls?

Conclusion.—One of the angels of the
'vials' of God's wrath introduced the last

vision, and now gives assurances of the
truth of all that has been shown, and,
speaking for Christ himself, warns that
the fulfilment will be soon.

He declares

his position as a seiTant of God, and re

fuses John's proffered worship. Is there
not a warning here for those who do
offer worship to saints and others?
We have repetition of warnings that
only those who obey God: 'keep the say
ings,'- 'wash their robes,' will enjoy the
favour and rewards, but perhaps the
most striking feature of the closing
verses is the very emphatic warning
against adding to or taWng away from
the words of the Book, and coming as it
does at the every end of the Book of

God's Promise to Zac^harias and Eliza

beth.—We notice Luke's 'tracing the
course of all things accurately in giving
historical and family detail at the very
beginning of his work. Reading verse
seven and verse twenty-flve together we
see pathos in the house of the childless

couple, but a great joy in beholding them
'walking in all the commandments and

ordinances of the Lord, blameless.' Are
we surprised that God should honour and

bless such as these? Sl^all we complain
if our lot is lowly, and our service hum
drum? Be assured, God can use us just
there as truly and effectively: 'walking
Jiumbly with thy God' is His requirement.
But Zacharias staggered at the vision
and the promise, and God's method of
establishing his faith doubtless gave him
pain and inconvenience. We suggest that
he and his wife had been praying for
two things, one which concerned them
selves. and another which concerned His
people, Israel. Both prayers were to be
answered in a measure beyond their ex
pectations. In spite of his dumbness he
would be able to convey to Elizabeth, as
he undoubtedly did, the wonderful mes
sage he received as embodied in verses
14-17.

R. B. SCOTT.

Books, it can be most fittingly applied

REVIEW

to the whole volume.

It should be noticed that the fate of

the wicked is a fearful picture intended
to deter any of the Lord's people from
falling away from so great a salvation.
We carmot want our part to be with
those chai'acters drawn in xxi. 8 and 27,

and xxii. 15. May we, in fact, recoil
from it with a sanctified horror, and
grow more earnest in pleading with men
tliat we may by all means save some.

(1 Cor. ix. 2i)
Lastly, do we long as we ought for the
coming of our Saviour? (xxii. 20).
Luke's Gospel i. 1-25
Introduction.—Doctor Luke has given

us, by the grace of God, two of the most
important books that have ever been
wTitten.

Even if he had not given an
to each of them which
makes it easy to identify as the work

introduction

of the same man, the vocabulary and the
manner

of the books would probably

have led to their identification. We can
not but comment on this wondrous fea

ture of the Divine Word, that its writers
were but fallible men, but have given us

an infallible picture of the Christ, and
Luke besides, the only systematic record
of the early days of the Chui'ch.
Theophilus means 'lover of God,' and
no lover of God can fail to thank Him

for His divine providence as he reads
the gi-aphic and beautiful story of this
Gospel.

'The Pioneers on Worship: Pre- .
senting the views of Alex. Campbell,
Dr. Robt. Richardson, Moses E.
Lard, and a number of others.' Old
Paths' Book Club, Kansas City,
Missouri, 1947.
THE story is told of a curate having tea
with one of his parishioners. He was
eating his egg with obvious disrelish.
Seeing this, his hostess asked if the egg
was bad, whereat the curate, not wish
ing to embarrass the lady, replied: 'Oh,
no. It is good in parts'!
This book reminds one of that story: it
is 'good in parts.' It consists of re
prints of twenty-one articles, by early
leaders

of

Churches

of

Christ

in

America, with an address by David King
to conclude. The articles are aiTanged
in seven parts: The Church, its worship;
Order of Worship; the Lord's Supper;
Singing; the Contribution; Pi-eaching;
and the Prayers. As is inevitable in a
collection of this kind, the chapters are
of unequal quality. It is difficult to
know why the editor, John Allen Hud
son, has included the letter on "Worship
and Co-operation,' on pp. 20-21, and some
of the other articles on worship do not
contain anything out of the ordinary,
and hardly merit reprinting. The section
on 'Contribution' is treated by its two
writers from an almost entirely contro

versial standpoint, and is too wordy, thus
the teaching on the subject Is largely
spoiled.

r
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But there are many good things in the
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book, notably the articles on 'Primitive
Worship," by J. Thomas; 'Worshipping
Assemblies,' by Alex. Campbell; Robt.

Correspondence.

Richardson's review of P. W. Emmons'

Dear Bro. Editor,—Bro. Bishop, in the
•S.S.' for February, i-epeats, in the main,
what he wrote in April, 1947. He con
tends that the elders, not the Church,

article on 'The Ancient Order of Things';
and M. E. Lard's articles on the 'Tiiie

Worship of God,' 'Do the Unimmersed

Commune?' and 'Pi-eaching.' What a
clear and incisive mind had M. E. Lard!

His article, 'Do the Unimmei-sed Com
mune?' is full of unanswerable logic,
and our American

brethren would have

done well to have followed his uncom

promising and Scriptural attitude on the
'communion question.' Lard's article on
'Preaching' contains much sound advice
to young preachers, but one fears that,

in the effort to carry out Lard's maxims,
the preacher will forget his message.

APPOINTMENT OF OVERSEERS

should select the men who are to be or

dained to the eldership. He places no
reliance on the judgment of the Church,
but considers that the elders are alone
capable of looking out the suitable men,
and that they who are in office should,
ordain to offlcc the men they select, with
out reference to or consultation with the
members.

His flrst reason for his theory is that
Jesus appointed the Apostles. This
seems to be an absurd reason. The dif

Tliere can be too much concentration on

ference in the circumstances and in the

the manner in preaching at the expense

personalities prohibit all comparison. If
we come to Acts i. 15 to 26, we find cir
cumstances more like that of the Church,
but this case entirely upsets Bro.
Bishop's plan.
The Apostles met the

of the matter.

To my mind, David King's address on
'The Prayers' is the best in the book. In
brief compass, Bro. King includes much
vital teaching on this important subject,,
and the address should be read and re
read by all who take part in the 'prayers
of the Church.'

The book is beautifully produced and
bound, but a few misprints should be
pointed out: On pp. 42 and 44, 'Origin'
should be 'Origen'; on p. 44, 'Neader'
should be 'Neander'; on p. 67 the four
teenth line from the bottom is printed
twice, and should be deleted; on p. 175,
line nine, 'given' should be 'giver'; and
on p. 216 'inflections' should be 'inflic
tions.'

The

dedication

is

to

Walter

Crosthwaite, whom our American brethren, not without reason, always style as
being from Scotland! Many brethren in
this country have received gift copies of
the book, through the generosity of Bro.
Paul Sherrod, 'in appreciation for the
warm fellowship extended' to himself
and Otis Gatewood when they visited
these shores in June and July, 1946.
O. MELLING.

NOW READY.
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TO
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By W. CROSTHWAITE, L. CHANNING,
ANDREW GARDINER, JNR., FRANK
WORGAN, TOM KEMP and
A. E. WmSTANLEY

Preface by ERIC McDONALD
116 Pages with Hard Cover.
3/- per copy (post free)
Order at once to avoid disappointment,
from L. MORGAN,
'Glen-Iils,' 44 Lord Street, Hindley.

multitude of the brethren and laid be

fore them the need for the appointment,
and left the disciples to nominate and
vote as to who should be appointed to
the apostleship.
His second reason is that the. Apostles,
or their delegates, ordained elders in
every city. "This, he concludes, proves
that Paul and his helpers (Timothy,
Titus, etc.) selected the elders as well
as ordaining them into office. That is
to take out of a passage more than what
is in it. It can, for example, be truly
said that the Apostles appointed the
seven (Acts vi. 1 to 6) to their special
business, but that would not prove that
the Apostles selected them. The Church,
by the desire and guidance of the
Apostles, selected the men. Therefore,
when in the Acts or the Epistles it says
that the Apostles ordained elders, it
it should not be concluded that they also
selected those who were appointed. This
second reason

is

also worthless when

calmly considered.
His tliird reason is that Timothy, not
the Church, was to commit the truth to
the faithful men who would carry it for
ward. In an unjustifiable and imagina
tive way. Bro. Bishop narrows down the
faithful men to those who were elders.

Suppose we allow his groundless
opinions, we would ask in what way do
they prove that "Timothy selected the
ciders, or that in time to come ail new
elders must be selected by the elders in
office. Surely, Timothy and the elders
could instruct the younger men,
although amongst them were younger
elders whom the Church had selected.
The Church has positive proof that
elders and deacons were appointed, but
it has pleased God not to reveal to us
the manner of selection and appoint

ment, thus leaving us with a freedom
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in those matters. We ai'e never with
out brethi-en who would take away our
freedom and bring us under the bondage
of man's opinion, but we must not
scruple to defend our liberty.
JOHN

ANDERSON.

from the care of the sick and aged, to
the teaching of the young. The life of
the local Church seems to revolve about
this axis.

If the brethren persist in the policy of
central organisation, I visualise another
disaster for the cause of restoration of

primitive Cliristianity in the British
Churches, and feel that our existence as

EVANGELISTS, ETC.
Dear Bro. Crosthwaite,—No one could
doubt there were evangelists In New
Testament times. Reference is made to
these in Ephes. iv. 11. Specific cases are

Churches of Christ is at stake.

The position is very clearly defined by
Bro. Ogden, when he states in the Feb
ruary issue of 'S.S.', 'For tliis purpose ...
dire result.'

JOHN M. WOOD.

given in the persons of Philip, a deacon
of the Church, in Acts vi. 5, but also an

evangelist or Gospel preacher, as the
term indicates, prefei-ably a travelling

preacher.

Samaria (Acts viii. 5), Gaza,

to the Eunuch (Acts viii. 26), 'and In all
the citie.s (Acts viii. 40; xxi. 8); and of

Timothy, exhorted by Paul to 'preach
the word':

'Do the worii of an evan

gelist' (2 Tim. iv. 2-5); 'Bring one, Mark,
for the work of the ministry' (iv. U);
all of which
denote a
travelling

preacher. There were obviously others,
including the Apostles themselves, and
we are inclined to use the word too nar
rowly.

The great commission 'Mark xvi. 15)
is the Scriptural authority for the
evangelist, and if this were true in N.T.
times it would be difficult to deny that
it is so now. It cannot iDe demonstrated,
however, that any evangelist was 'ap

pointed' by the Church, or that his posi
tion is to be regarded as a specific
'office' of the Church, but rather is he
called by the Spirit through the com
mission. On the other hand, it is true
that 'The labourer is worthy of his hire,'
and that Christians are in honour bound

to support the preacher in his ministry,
in so far as he has need, and the mem
ber is able.

Such support, in my per

sonal view, would normally be given
through the local gathering.
What cannot be Scripturally upheld is

that any organisation, apart from the
local assembly, should exist for this pur

pose. All assistance given either to
evangelists or Churches in the New
Testament seems to be sent direct from
the local Church to those concerned.
(2 Cor. xvi. 1-4.) We find plenty of co

operation among tlae Church of the N.T.,
but never any machinery to retard,

limit, or strangle the spirit which
prompted this; nor was their co-opera
tion limited

to evangelisation. God's

purpose in leaving the support of evan
gelists to the judgment of men is typical
of His work in many things; and I be-

heve is intended to bring home to us the
fact that we are entirely responsible for

the preaching of the Word—all of us.
The ideal organisation and design of
the Cliurch appears to me to be the most
effective way of ensuring that the

preaching of the Word is unhindered,

•PILLAR

AND GROUND OF THE
TRUTH'

Dear Bro. Crosthwaite,—Bro. Barker,

in his reply to our recent letter
on the subject of 'The Pillar and
Ground of the Truth,' is suggesting
that we believe that there is no Church
of Christ existing to-day. If he will re
read our letter carefully he will find
that this is not so. We say that there

is no particular religious body to-day
which can be looked upon in its entirety
as the Church of Christ, and by this we
mean that one cannot point to the
'Methodist Church' or the 'Baptist
Church,' or the 'Christadelphians,' or
'The Churches of Chi-ist,' or any other

religious body, and say, 'That particular
religious body is the Church of Christ—
the Body of Chi-ist, exclusive of every
member of any other religious body.'
Bro. Barker asks the question: 'Which
of these two is correct: the Church, the

pillar and stay of the truth; or the
truth, the pillar and stay of the
Church?'

Bro. Barker answers the question, but
our answer is contained in 1 Tim. iii. 15.

If every individual is allowed to deal
with Scripture in the same way as Bro.
Barker deals with this portion on the

grounds that the original has not been
translated correctly, where are we going
to draw the line? We agree that there
are no contradictions in Scripture, and
because of tliis fact we must interpret

Scripture with Scripture, but we find
no Scripture to contradict the truth con
tained in the portion under discussion.
Bro. Barker suggests tliat there are

many portions of Scripture which are

contradicted by what appears to be
taught in this passage. We are quite

open on this matter, and we would be
pleased if our brother would quote some
of these passages for our careful study.
Just one more point. Bro. Barker says:
'Ti-uth came not from within the Church

but from outside, from Paul, speaking
God's Word.

Thus Paul was a

pillar

and stay to the Church of which
Timothy was a member, and the ex
hortation was that—having this same

Word—Timothy, in

his tui-n,

should

45

TffiC SOaiPTURB STANDARD

occupy the same position.' In the sense
that Paul was not a member of the

Important Notice.

same local assembly as Timothy. Bro.

Barker is correct in saying th^:

A Conference of Churches of Christ and
individual brethi-en and sisters standing

Church, but from outside.'

by the old position and plea of Churches

'truth

come

not

from

within

the

But truth

did come from within the Church when
we view the Church from its imiversal

aspect because Paul was a member of
the Church of Chi-ist. Bro. Barker sug

gests that Paul was a pillar and stay
to the Church, and that Timothy also
is exliorted to occupy this same posi
tion If this is correct then we would

say .that all Christians ought to be
pillars and stays to the Church, and the
result of this would mean that the

Church of Christ, which is composed
of individual Christians, would be 'the
pillar and ground of the truth.'

of Christ will be held, God willing, under
the auspices of the Summer Lane
Church, Birmingham, on Saturday, 27th

March, at 2.15 p.m. Chainnan, Bro. Ed.
Price, of Wigan.

The Conference will be held In the
Schoolroom of the Westminster Road

Congregational Church (at the corner of
Westminster Road and Livingstone Road,
Perry Barr), Birmingham, 20.

Papers will be read by Brethren L.
Morgan, of Hindley and R. McDonald, of
(The above was not received here to Dewsbury, respectively. Subject, 'The
scriptural method of Evangelisation.' A
time for a reply to be seen by the
editor before this issue of the 'S.S.' is ' general discussion will follow. All usual
PHILIP PARTINGTON.

printed. We hope to reply next
month.—W. Barker.]

business to be abandoned.

The evening meeting will be presided
over by Bro. M. M. Mountford, of

—

Birmingham.

HINDUEY BIBLE SCHOOL

Speaker, Bro. David Dougall, Evange
list.

Saturdayr May 15th, to ThursdaVi

How to get to Westminster Road,

May 20th

perry Barr

EARLY MORNING PRAYER
MEETINGS

LECTURES: QUESTIONS ANSWERED
MESSAGES FOR THE DEEPENING
OF SPIRITUAL LIFE

IF you reach Birmingham by L.M.S.
(New Street), walk into Corporation
Street and get a No. 6 TRAM at the cor
ner of Martineau Street. Pay 2.\d. and
alight at Livingstone Road.

If by G.W.R. (Snow Hill), walk into
Bull Street (only a few yards) and get

a BUS, Nos. 29, 29a, or 25. Pay 3d. and
OPEN-AIR SERVICES; GOSPEL
BOOK NOW TO

alight at Westminster Road.

If you arrive by road from the north,

MESSAGES

you will enter the city on Birchfield

AVOID

DISAPPOINTMENT

Road, Perry Barr, at the tram terminus.
Keep on the tram track, and Livingstone

Road is the THIRD on the right. It is

a narrow road and easily missed. (Like
the other nan-ow road!)

One brother writes: 'You are very often
in our thoughts, for Hlndley holds very
dear memories for
and myself, and
I am sure that in both our cases it was
at the first Bible School that we both
came to realise the greatness and vitality
of Christian living and fellowship, as we

experienced it at Hindley, then, and
since."

Further particular and bookings, write
to: L. Morgan, 'Glen-Irls.' 44 Lord Street,
Hlndley, Wlgan.

Westminster

Road

Congregational

Chapel is on the comer of Westminster

and Livingstone Roads, and the school
adjoins.

Cars may be parked on the front of the

premises. Arrangements are being made
with the police to park chars-a-banc m
the adjacent road.

PLEASE BE SURE TO ADVISE US
OP YOUR COMING, TO ENABLE US
TO MAKE ADEQUATE CATERING
ARRANGEMENTS.

Notifications to; G. H. Hudson, 102
The Broadway, Birmingham 20.
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ON TOBACCO

To the Editor of the 'United Church
Obsei'ver,' Toronto, Canada.
Dear Sir,—In your March 1st issue an

article, entitled 'Chief Causes of Fires,'
by G, H. Gordon, Sturgeon Falls, Ont.,
says investigation reveals careless
smokers of cigarettes as the chief cause.

According to Mr. Gordon we may look
for no improvement as smoking is on the
increase. The Department of Agricultui-e
of the Ontario Government reports more
acreage in tobacco than ever before,
something over 100,000 acres, and boasts
that no branch of the agriculturr^l In
dustry has brighter prospects of con
tinued good markets. The Farm Iladio
Bi-oadcast in August informed us that

40,000 would be employed harvesting the
tobacco crop this year, with wages rang
ing from §7.00 to 89.00 per day. Some
days after tiie same broadcast informed

us that the n&ed of help to harvest the
fruit and vegetable crop in Ontario was
almost desperate, implying that unless
help was secured much of these food
products would be lost.
Farmers are
being implored to produce more food for

the hungry millions of Europe, but can
not procure sufficient help to work their

farms. Has the tobacco industry priority
in the labour market?

According to the breakdown of figui'es,

showing Great Britain's expenditures of
the American loan, twenty-five per cent,
went for food while twelve per cent, went
for tobacco.

Almost half as much for

tobacco as for food. They are not going
to take so much of our poultry or so
many of our apples, but will continue to

buy our tobacco, l have talked to old
users of the weed who say they cannot
quit. Are we to believe that millions are
veritable slaves to this habit? Can we
not at least appeal to our own ministers

to abstain for the sake of the boys and
girls of the next generation?
JOHN MORRIS.

Since oiu- brother's depaiture to ser
vice at Hindley, we have had strangers
in attendance at the Gospel meeting.
We trust our brother will have a suc
cessful mission at Hindley. n. wortm.

East Grinstead.—Thi'ough the kindn^'ss

of the brethren .at Kentish Town, Bro.
Channing is labouring here in East Grin-

stead during January and February. No

visible results so far, but contacts have
been made and interest in our plea has

been aroused in the town. May God

richly bless the untiring efforts of our
brother.

On January 10th, we held our Lord's
Day school party, when scholars and
parents totalling sixty sat down to tea.

On the following Tuesday we held our
Cradle Roll Tea, when babies and their
mothers totalling forty-four sat down.
On January 20th, we had a social for
young people to re-open our Sunshine

^Corner, and thirty girls and boys over
eleven years of age attended. On the
following Thursday, a tea to re-open the
Women's Meeting was held. We press on
in the v;ork for our Saviour w. hillman.

Kentish Town.—Since we last reported
the work has been continued here in the

normal way. We have been greatly hin
dered by the war damage repairs, which
were begun on September 22nd. It is
gratefully recorded that in spite of this

we have for the most part been able to
use our building for the meetings
throughout the time. There is still much
work to be done, but a licence has to be
obtained for it.

We record with joy the addition of
Sister popplewell by immersion on Octo

ber 1st, and the immersion of sister, Mrs.
Ballard, and her son, Kenneth, on De
cember 28th. Miss Popplewell had been
attending our mettings for some time.
Mrs. Ballard and her son made their de
cisions while staying with Bro. and Sister

Humphrey over the Chi-istmas holidays.
They will unfortunately be unable to

meet with us consistently, as they live
at Dovercourt,

about

70 "miles from

London.

Bro. J. A. Hudson (U.S-A.) was with
us for a short time prior to his return

to the States on November 7th, and gave
Dunfermline.—A New Testament Church

now meets at the Masonic Hall. Pi-iory
Lane, Dunfermline, at 11 a.m. for 'Break

ing of Bread.'

Gospel meeting at 6.30

p.m. Secretary, Bro. W. Brown, 113 Victoria Terrace, Dunfermline.

a number of interesting and helpful ad
dresses. Bro. Channing undertook the

preaching duties throughout the quar
ter, and continued his usual visiting,
making several contacts which may yet
bear fruit. Strangers have been present
from tim.e to time, but we have been un

able to carry out the vigorous campaign

East Ardsley.—^The Church had the ser

with our brother, which was plann^ for

vices of our Bro. P. Worgan during De
cember. and as usual the Gospel was

the whole quarter. October to December.

faithfully preached. While no additions
were obtained, we believe that an inter

est among
roused,

the younger people

was

We could not do this while the building
was more or less out of order.

The ceil

ing had to be taken down and completely
replaced, involving scaffolding, which
occupied considerable space. Our annl-
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versary meetings had to be postponed for
this same reason, but we hope to plan
them soon now.-

•

The children's Sunday school held the
armual party on January 24th, when fifty
sat down to tea, and Bro. P. C. Day, from

Birmingham, presented the prizes and
spoke to the children. He also served
the Church and school on the Lord's

Day, when his ministrations were very
warmly appreciated. We do not wonder
that our brother is kept so busy in the
Lord's service, and we pray his work may
be greatly blessed.
Bro. and Sister Hirst, from Liversedge,
have been in fellowship with us from

June, 1945, and have left us to take up
farm work. They have been busy in
the Church work, and will be sorely

missed. They anticipate breaking bread
at home as they are situated far from
any Church.

Bro, and Sister Channing, are at East
Grin^tead during January and February,
and encouraging reports are to hand.
We have had with us throughout the

period Bro. and Sister C. W. Callaway,
from the States, staying in London on
their way to the mission field in Bui'ma.

They sailed from Livei-pool on Pebruaiy
12th, and we pray they may be greatly
blessed

in their labours.

They have

helped in the work and worship.
It has been a pleasure to welcome
brethren from other parts visiting Lon

don, among whom were Bro. and Sister
J. Sneddon, and Bro. Tom McDonald.
K.

n.

SCOTT.

Kilbirnie, Ayrshire.—On Sunday evening,
January 25th, Mary and Jessie Miller,
daughters of Bro. and Sister Miller,
made the good confession before many
witnesses at Motherwell, and were im
mersed Into the Triune Name, and were
received into fellowship the following

Sunday.

'O for a faith that will not

shrink!'

w. ferousos.

have the promise. 'We shall reap, if we
faint not.'

We are indeed grateful for the great
efforts put forward by our Brother Day,
who served us well throughout the week
end. A united school was held on the
Lord s Day, and once again non-mem-

bers were present at the Gospel meeting.
The Church has been greatly helped and
encouraged to go forward in the Master's
cause

here.

laboured with us for two months. In the

midst of many difficulties he has not
spared himself. He has been busy with
door-to-door visitation; also visiting the

sick, and interested hearers. He has con
ducted a Bible study during the week,
which has been well attended, and inter
est well maintained. We have been con

ducted thi'ough Paul's first letter to
Timothy, and the work of the Holy

Spirit.

The members have been much

helped and enlightened by these studies,
Bro. Dougall is a very keen and faith
ful student of the Word.

Southfield

Street. — Another

milestone has been reached in the his

tory of our Bible school. The anniver
sary and prize distribution took place
on Saturday, February, 7th, when, in
spite of heavy rain, a large company of
children, parents and friends from neigh
bouring districts enjoyed happy fellow
ship together.
Tea was served in the afternoon, by
Church members and friends, and in

the evening even larger crowds gathered
to hear our esteemed Bro. F. C. Day, of
Summer Lane, Birmingham.

We

have had no decisions for the

Master yet, but we are hopeful that the
good seed so well sown will yet produce
an abundant harvest to the glory of our
Redeemer and Lord.

Bro. John Mayes, of Kirkcaldy (D.V.),
will work with us during February and

March, 'Brethren, pray for us, that the
Word of the Lord may have free course,
and be glorified."
w. ii. allan.

Tranent, East Lothian.—We have much
enjoyed the period Bro. A. Winstanley
has spent with us. He is a good preacher
of the Gospel, and is not afraid to visit
the homes of the people. We had bap
tisms on January 18th and 25th, when

six young people put on the Lord Jesus
Chi-ist. We pray that they may remain
As a result of Bro.

Winstanley's visiting two have been re
stored to fellowship.

We have been built up and encouraged
to labour on. Bro. and Sister Winstanley

have now gone for a period of work with
the Church in Motherwell. We wish
them God-speed, and pray that the work
will prosper there.
w. wilson.

Tunbridge Wells.—The Chm-ch at Silverdale Hall had great pleasure in witness

ing two more senior scholars being
joined to their Lord in baptism on
January 20th. They were Brenda Maria

scholars and school workers, and we feel

Wilbraham and Maureen Sands. We
thank our Father for these uplifting

that much good has been done in tliis
neighbourhood thi'ough our school and

times, and trust these sisters may be
kept faithful to the end.

the contact we have made amongst the

Ulvorston, Ford Villa.—We are pleased to

The programme was given entirely by

•»

Lord's Days

have been busy days for him, and he has
had a Gospel meeting during the week.

faithful to the end.

Nelson,

a. wiluias.

Newtongrange.—Bro. David Dougall has

parents.

Our difficulty seems to be to

get these people in to the Gospel meet
ings, we pray that through oui* labours
many souls may be won. We certainly

d. gillett.

report that on Friday, January 30th,
Mrs. Spedding confessed her Lord and

was baptised into Him, at the Baptist
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Chapel, kindly loaned to us. Our sister
was welcomed to our fellowship on Lord's
Day. February 1st.

Our meetings aie keeping up well. We
always have some non-members at our
evening meetings.

We are doing our best, with the help

cf God, to buiid up a strong New Testa
ment Church.

East Ardsley. — The Church has to

rccord, with sorrow, the passing away
of our Bro. Charles Wiggins, who had
just reached niiiety years. Brc. Wiggins
joined the Church at Wellington Road.

Leeds, over sixty years ago. He came
into the East Arclsley Church in 1924.
As a help and reader, our brother was
a very useful membei*, and one always

received enthusiastic thanks for any

Obituary.
Bentley, Doncaster.—With poignant sor
row we record the call onward, after
prolonged physical weakness, of Bro V
Bert Jepson, of Worcester Park, Surrc,/.
Our brother's devoted endeavours at
Bentley, two to four decades ago, will be
well remembered by many bretluen in
the

Yorkshire

and

North

Midland

Churches. Baptised as a Sunday school

scholar at Selston. he moved to the Doncaster vicinity in 1912, becoming a mem
ber of the newly-formed Bentley Church
His excellent work as the Church's inde

fatigable secretary for several yeai's can
scarcely be overstated, his winning
charm and manner aiding greatly. We

thank God for our brother's unweaiying

servicc; his unifying influence among
the members; his deep lovefor the simple
Gospel and reverent regard for the
Bible's fundamental truths; his true ex

emplification, personally and publicly of
the Master's spirit—in all, his fine en

nobling Christian charactcr.

A very acceptable speaker, he often
served our adjacent Churches thus. Un
fortunately, a business appointment

necessitating his removal to Surrey, in
1931, he was for years largely isolated
from Church of Christ fellowship.
Greatly esteemed and loved by the Bent
ley and Doncaster brethren for his
works' sake, he was highly respected" as
an urban district official by the Bentiey
people generally. May our Heavenly

Father graciously grant the sorx-owing
widow, sons, and relatives richly of His
sustaining grace!

c. r^h-kv.

work done. A very warm welcome was
given to any who called at his home.
Our brother had not been able to at

tend very often these last few years. He

died on January 27th, and was interred

in East Ardsley graveyard on Saturday,

January 31st. Bro. L. W. Murphy, of
Mirfield, took the service in the chapel,
and Bro. W. Wintersgill at the graveside
We leave his sorrowing wife to the

care of her Heavenly Father, who we

know will succour her.

b. worth.

Kentish Town,—We report—not as those

who sorrow without hope—the passing

of our aged sister, Mrs. Hollands, on
Octobcr 22nd, at the ripe age of seventynine. Her membership with this Church
dates back many years, and she main
tained her interest in the work through,

out the time.

Living at a distance for

some time now, she was unable to attend

regularly. She was noted for her cheery
and comageous outlook.

Bro. James

Tulloch, aged eighty-two, passed away
peacefully at his home on Januai-y lOth.

He expressed his faith in the living
Clu'ist in his last conscious moments.
Weakness of body prevented his attend

ance for about a year prior to his death,
but otherwise he did not fail to assemble
with us at the table, often joining in
prayer and in the other exercises of the
Lord's house. The writer had the
honour of sharing in the funeral service.
We commend those who have been
thus bereaved to the God of all comR. n. SCOTT.
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Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning.
VOL. XIV.

No.

OCTOBER, 1948.

10.

The Welfare of the Church.

before the God of Heaven,' then he

waste and desolate. Many years ago
a pioneer evangelist said: 'The first
organ brought into a Church of
Christ will be the first step back to

did

sectarianism.'

WHEN Nehemiah
desolate state of

heard of the
Jerusalem, he

'wept, mourned, fasted, and prayed
all

he

could

to

answer

his

prayers. 'Faith without works is
dead,' and prayer without action is
unavailing. We can do so much to
help answer our prayers.
Nehemiah sacrificed much,

his
zeal inspired others to arise and
build the walls of the city; 'the
people had a mind to work.' There
were some who preferred to see the
walls broken down, and the city
desolate; and it 'grieved them ex
ceedingly that there was come a
man to seek the welfare

of the

We

have seen

that

prediction amply justified. When
organs and other innovations were
kept out, our plea for a return to
the faith and practice of the New
Testament Church was impreg
nable.

But

the

introduction

of

things for which no authority can
be found in the New Testament,
and even things contrary to its
teaching, has nullified our plea
that 'where the Bible speaks we
speak: where the Bible is silent we
are silent.' Of course, some have

children of Israel.'
As with Jerusalem of old so is it

now a revised version of that state

now with 'the city of the living God,
the heavenly Jerusalem . . . the

the Bible is silent we may speak.'
That opens the door for the intro
duction of anything: and where is
the stopping place ?

church of the firstborn.'
Christian

can

view

No true

with

com

placency the present condition of
Churches of Christ.
Continual decrease

in

member

ship is truly alarming; but the de
cline in spirituality and in zeal for
the things that called Churches of
Christ into being is much more
alarming. The wall of separation
placed by the Divine Architect be
tween the Church and the world,
has been broken down. Teaching

and practices have been introduced
which

have

made

havoc

of

the

original glorious plea
of the
Churches. A small gap can let
through a flood which will leave all.

ment, and make it to read: 'Where

The chairman
of the
recent
Annual Conference of Churches of

Christ said: 'Too often, because of
our half-hearted efforts, we have
allowed ourselves to believe that

the world is no longer anxious for
the gospel of Christ; and we have
diverted our energies and dissipated
our resources in

stunts and

side

shows which have been unworthy
of our great plea.' (Christian Advo
cate, August 6th). We entirely
agree, and it is

well that one of

themselves, and not one of us, made
that statement.

But under the head of 'stunts
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and side-shows' we would include

has caused division and dissension.

more

The blame for this lies at the door

. ^

of those who admit they no longer

'

than

he

would.

The Theo

logical College which we were told
would accelerate our rate oi" pro
gress has, to the eyes of all who are
not blind, proved a costly, tragic
failure. It is during the period that
it has been in

existence

that

the

'alarming decreases' have taken
place. It would be interesting to
know what it has cost to run that

institution. The figure cannot be
far short of £100,000. And yet some
are so joined to their idol that it is
proposed to spend £25,000 on a
college building! Of course, that is
their affair.

that

the

What concerns us is

glorious

movement

for

which our fathers sacrificed so
much has been wrecked. Fraternis

ing and compromising with sectar
ians, the adoption of their methods,
has made Churches of Christ so like

them, that their distinctive witness
has been lost, and people see no rea
son why they should leave sectarian
parties to join a body which is just
'a denomination among denomina
tions.'

It is the old story repeated. Israel
called out from the nations to be

distinct and different, to be the salt
to season, savour and save, 'mingled
among the heathen and learned
their works:' the salt lost its savour,
became tasteless and insipid, and
was cast out and trodden under foot
of men.

We
Surely
to-day,
behold

need
Nehemiah's
to-day.
many hearts are sad and sore
and tears should flow, as we
the desolation wrought. We

all desire the welfare of the Church
that Christ built. But there can be

no real progress until there be real
unity. The Lord made that plain
when He prayed, 'that they all may
be one . . . that the world may be

stand where our lathers in the faith

did, and even glory in what they
consider progress, but which, from
the New Testament standpoint, is
apostacy.

If any believe that alliance with
Free Church Councils, in such as-

semblies as that held at Amsterdam,
will result in real unity, we can
only wonder at their optimism.
Many years ago, Dr G. C. Lorimer
((Baptist) wrote: 'Dead hands pull
the wires that are composed of
centuries of religious fatuity and
falseness, and the poor puppets of
this generation go mechanically
through their pious platitudinising
and attitudinising. No organisation
has as yet been able to break en
tirely the spell of that long past. It
reigns supreme. If deliverance is to
be attained, it can only come
through a resolute determination to
return to the Christianity of the
New Testament. But so great a
change, so remarkable a reaction,

•

j

•*

would be a marvel almost as stu
pendous as that which ushered in

the establishment of the primitive
Church. No passage of resolutions,
no elaborate annual sermons before

conventions, immensely applauded
and immediately forgotten, and no
fresh contrivances in the way of
sensational armies, or boys' brigades
will succeed in restoring to God's
people their real liberty and power.'
(People's Bible History, p.851).
The call to-day is for men and
women who will 'seek first the king
dom of God,' who will put the wel
fare of the Church before all else.

There are now, as in Paul's day, too
many of whom he said: 'All seek

lieve that thou hast sent me.' Some

their own, not the things which are

of us have been pleading for unity
for nearly sixty years; and we are
more sure than ever that real unity
can only be attained on that New
Testament basis so clearly outlined,

Jesus Christ's.'

and so ably defended by our pion

.

We know there are many in con
nection with Co-operation Churches
of Christ who believe all for which

this magazine stands, whose souls
are

continuously

vexed

by

the

eers.

things they hear and see. and yet

It is departure from that original
position of Churches of Christ that

for fear of giving offence to some
they refrain from coming out and

*
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joining us in our fight for the old
faith and practice.
Ill Elijah's day there were seven
thousand in Israel who had not

bowed the knee to Baal, but they
left him to face the foe alone; and
yet not alone for God was with him.

We all need to fear God more, then
we shall not fear the face of men.
Our Leader and Commander said:
'Whosoever shall be ashamed of i)ie
nml my wonfs, of him shall the Son

147

of Man be ashamed when he shall
come in his own glory, and in his

Father s, and of the holy angels.'
"As faithful as our fathers were
May we their children be;

And In our hearts their spirit Jive
That gained our liberty.
God help us all to do and dare
Whatever can be done,
Till for the good old cause of truth
The victory shall be won.'
EDITOR.

'I will Cling to the Old Faith.'
[The author of this article is a well
known journalist and editor of
London, England. He is not a
preacher, and his words come
with redoubled force on that
account, as showing the effect that

Modernism has on the average
man's faith. Mr. Dark's article is

well worth studying, and passing
on to your friends.]
I AM one of those people who are
totally unaffected so far as thought
and faith and general outlook on

life are concerned, by the dis
coveries

of

science

and

the

deductions of materialistic phil
osophy.

For to me, progress means the

increase of happiness among the
meanest of the citizens of a country,
and judged by this standard, it must

ignorant and make the best possible
use of them for the common good.
It is when the scientists seek to
apply their discoveries and deduc

tions to the vital facts and problems

of human life that they generally
irritate or bore me. The theory of
evolution tells us that our ancestors
were monkeys who lived in trees

and swung from their branches by
their tails. Your typical scientist is
the most dogmatic gentleman whom
the world has ever known.

I do not deny the physical rela
tion between man and the brute

creation, but there is an infinitely
greater difference between man and

the next highest species of mammal

than there is between a monkey and
jellyfish or between an elephant
and geranium. It is unnecessary to

recapitulate the possessions of mind
iDe admitted that these often amaz
ing mechanical inventions have and soul and even body that are
been of the smallest use to mankind. ' man's alone. Man stands pre
On the other hand, the development eminent among the creatures of the
of medical science, in so far as it has earth. Moreover, we now know that
tended to protect from disease and for at least five thousand years the
to alleviate pain, is apparently of character and the nature of man
vast beneiit to humanity. Even here have not altered at all. The records
I have my doubts. We live longer of the Chaldeans reveal to us a race
than our forefathers. But is long who thought as we think, dreamed

life of itself a benefit ? We are
cleaner. Our lives are far more

complex.

But we are certainly

neither happier nor better. We
must, however, accept the fact that
we are living in a world controlled
and affected by influences and
powers of which our fathers were

as we dream, feared as we fear.

The scientist is, therefore, faced
with the extremely difficult prob
lem of explaining why evolution
suddenly stopped. Homer's Iliad
was written two thousand five hun

dred years ago.
The Greek
Tragedies were writen two thous

and years ago. Plato was teaching
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his philosophy about the same time.
There has been no epic equal to the
Iliad written during later ages.
There has been no drama greater
than that of Euripides. There has
been no more profound philosopher
than Plato. Aristotle remains the

greatest of critics. It is, therefore,
clear that, so far as reason and
imagination are concerned, there
has been no progress whatever in
three thousand years.
A number of curious people who
call themselves Modernists say that
it is not necessaiy to believe in the
Virgin Birth of our Lord or in His
resurrection from the grave. They
talk of 're-stating the faith in
modern terms,' puerile nonsense to
be compared with the teetotaler
offering his guests ginger beer and
assuring them that it is champagne.
The medieval man believed, and
I believe, that nearly two thousand

years ago in the country of Judea,
a Man was born of a Virgin and that

thirty-three years

later

from

These

the

dead.

He

rose

amazing

happenings were the logical result
of what had occurred before. They
were
unusual,
unprecedented,
miraculous.
The men and women who find in

the old faith not only the solution
of the problems of life but the
strength to face its difficulties and
the promise that there will eventu
ally be splendid compensation for
its disappointments can not be
brushed

aside

as

the

victims

of

apes, and disbelieved in the Virgin
Biith.

Saints, alas! arc rare figures in

any age, but no age lias been with
out its Christian saints, men and
women who have made infinite

sacrifices, who have spent them
selves in the service of their fellows,

asking for no reward and seeking
for no recognition. Many such men
and women are living in the world
to-day.
Where are the saints of unbelief ?

How many sisters has evolution sent
to the slums ? Here, once more,

common sense justifies belief. The
faith that can create saints is of in

finitely greater human importance
than a machine that can separate an
atom into a million particles.
A belief in the Christian faith has
revolutionised the conduct of mil

lions of human beings. It has made
cruel men kind, it has made the sel
fish unselfish, it has inspired
generations of service. I cling to the
faith, therefore, because I am a sane,
hard-headed person, not to be bam
boozled by test tubes and not
willing to accept guesses as facts
because the guesses come from pro
fessors of European reputation.
—Sidney Dark, in Truth Advance.
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In more recent times almost all

A. L. FRITH.

the most appealing, the most
wonderful, the most selfless figures
in human history have been men
to whom the Faith has been the in-

spirer of action and the incentive to
good works. Fr. Damien spent his
life among the lepers because he

TO

CORRESPONDENTS

When sending anything for insertion in
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was a Christian. I have never heard

of a man leaving comfort and living
on a lepers' island just because he
believed in evolution, was con
vinced that men

were descended
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Tobacco and the Marshall Plan.
THE tobacco lobby has made a suc
cessful raid on the Marshall Plan.

According to recent Congressional
debates, two billion dollars of the
total appropriation for the Euro
pean Recovery Programme will be
used to purchase food.
This is
found in statements by Senator
Wherry. But, as George Seldes
points out, 'one of the most amazing
features of this great undertaking

As reported by Seldes {In Fact,
March 22nd, 1948): 'On February
9th, Senator John Cooper (Ky.)
placed in the Congressional Record
the concurrent resolution adopted
by the general assembly of the com
monwealth of Kentucky, which con
firms the report that U.S. tobacco
interests hope to take possession of
the European market by getting in
habitants

of

the

sixteen Western

. . . is the success of the tobacco

European countries accustomed to

lobby in getting the United States
to force no less than >S911.100,000
worth of
tobacco on
starving
Europe . . . almost half as much in

the American blend.'

tobacco as in bread and other food

'The growing number of lung can
cer cases was attributed Wednesday
to increased cigarette smoking. Dr.

stuffs, because there is an imsaleable surplus of tobacco in the
United States.' . . . (Foregoing figure
specifically stated by Congressman
Reid Murray of Wisconsin, page

1370, Congressional Record, Febru
ary 16th)

Discussing the subject at length,
the Christian Science Monitor, in a

Washington dispatch, reprinted in
the Congressional Record, February
2nd, said in part: 'The administra

tion's European programme calls
for shipment of American tobacco
to Europe in considerable volume.
There
have been reports that
Europe would prefer to have more
food and other goods than to re
ceive quantities of tobacco. There
also have been rumours that Ameri

can tobacco interests were pressing

their product on the European
recovery programme to establish
themselves
on
the
European
market. The following information

Also quoted in the Seldes article
is the following reprint from the

Chicago Daily NenKs, February 26th:

Jerome Head of Northwestern Uni

versity told a conference sponsored
by the Illinois division of the
American Cancer Society that the
once rare type of cancer is now the
second most frequent in men.
'With women smoking more,
doctors can expect more lung can
cer in that sex, Dr. Head said.
While the incidence of lung cancer
has increased, treatment has im

proved too, according to Dr. Head
. . . Detection of lung cancer is diffi
cult because its symptoms are
similar
to
many
other
chest
diseases.'

A news dispatch from London
early in April states that 'Harold
Wilson,
secretary for
over-seas
trade, told the House of Commons
in London yesterday that 32 per
cent, of expenditures from the

may

American loan to Britain went for
tobacco in the last six months of

shed some light on the situation.
'According to the State depart
ment's
commodity
study,
the

1946,' on which Springfield News
papers, Inc., of Springfield, Mo.,
comment: 'We hardly think people

amounts of tobacco scheduled to be

of the United States will be happy
to learn their billions are being
spent for tobacco. Especially so,

drawn

from

official

sources

sent to Europe under ERP are as
follows: 50,000 metric tons during
April-July, 1948; 199,000 metric tons

during fiscal year, 1948-49; 212,000
metric tons
during fiscal
year
1949-50; 202,000 metric tons during

fiscal year 1951-52; 663,000 metric
tons during 3J years of ERF.'

when they were led to believe it
was for rehabilitation purposes.'
—.'1 niericnn

Chrislinn Revieiv.

Slamannan, Stirlingshire.—The Church
now meets to break bread at 12 noon.
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Baptism.
NOTES of an address given in
Bethesda,
Bristol
('Brethren's'
Meeting House), by Dr. A. T. Pierson, and published in The IVitness,
August, 1948.
From Galatians iii. 27, we take
our starting point, 'As many of you
as have been baptized into Christ
have put on Christ.' The parti':ular
thing that led out my mind in this
line of study was noticing the pre
position 'into' which is also used in

Matt, xxviii. 19. There is a particu
lar force in the word 'into,' as used
in the English tongue. It expresses
a new relationship to a certain
person, and that is how it is used in

this passage, 'Baptizing them into
the name.'

It is a great deal more than bapti
zing with the use of the name,
saying, 'I baptize thee in the name.'
It means a great deal more, in my
judgment, than in the authority of
the name, or according to the will of
the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost. It is the baptizing into per
sonal relationship with the Triune

been baptized into Christ have put
on the personality of Christ.'
My name stands for me, your
name for you, only my name might
not represent me truly; but His
name is the expression of His
nature.

Faith in His name concerns the
whole work of the Lord Jesus—His

atoning death on the Cross, His
resurrection, and His ever-living
intercession. Now, faith is the ap
propriation

of
the Lord
Jesus
Christ, both in His death and His
life, and baptism i:- the confession

and expression of the appropriation
by faith, by which I enter into
Christ as my dying Saviour, and ap
propriate all that is included in His
vicarious sufferings as my surety
and

substitute.

And

faith

is the

appropriation of my living Saviour
and of all that He represents as my
ascended Lord and Master.

Baptism is simply the expression

God.

of this. By natural birth we entered
into the family of Adam, that means
ruin. By the new birth we enter
into the family of God, and that

Let me call your attention to a
few more passages of Scripture in
which this thought seems to be set

sentative. My baptism is the ex
pression ol the fact that I renounce

forth.
Baptized into His death
(Rom. vi. 3, 4). Now, suppose we

put the other preposition in place of
'into,' and say, 'Baptized in His
death,' it would make no sense. The

preposition used here is

a

means redemption and a new repre
any

connection

race and

with

enter into

the

Adamic

relationship

with the Second Man and the last

Adam, the Lord of life and glory.
Baptism conveys the idea of sub

very

mission to a new leader. If I do not

significant one. We often use it in

understand 1 Cor. x. 2 as baptized
unto Moses as leader, certainly
there would be no sense in baptizing

a similar sense, and say that a child
is born into the family. That is
more than being born in a family.
The child of a servant may be born
in the house, born in the family, but
not into the family, and we speak
frequently of a woman marrying
into a family. She loses her previous
family relationship and enters into

in the name of Moses'. Moses was
the Divinely-given leader, and led

them forth through the Red Sea,
the cloud came down on them as a

a new one, gives up her maiden
name and takes her husband's

canopy, and they followed him into
that watery grave, and because he
led them they were baptized into
his leadership.
So we are baptised unto the

name, gives up her family home,
and takes her husband's home, be

leadership of the Lord Jesus; we go
down into the water with Him, we

comes

go down under the cloud with Him.
We go down into a baptism of water

identified

now

with

his

character, career, interests, and des
tiny . . . 'As many of you as have

... where He goes forward and says:
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'Follow Me.' Baptism is the accept
ance of Him as Leader, so wherever

Idl

He goes wc follow, wc give up our
own will that we may take His.

The Pre-existence of Christ.
"DID Jesus exist prior to His birth
in Bethlehem?" The importance of
this question is obvious. If He did
not so exist, He can hardly be the
Son of God in the special and
particular sense which the Scrip
tures claim.
Almost invariably,
those who deny His pre-existence
also deny that He was, in the high
est sense, equal with God. It is
readily granted, of course, that the
name 'Jesus' was only given to Him
at His entry into human life in
Bethlehem. The question which

whose goings forth are from of old,
from everlasting.' (Micah v. 2).

the disciples, He said, ' . . . ye . . .
have believed that I came forth
from the Father. I came out from
the Father, and am come into the
world . . . ' (John xvi. 27, 28). To
deny His prior existence is to make
nonsense of these His words.

Again we read, 'But thou, Bethle
hem Ephrathah, which art little to

be among the thousands of Judah,
out of thee

shall one come

forth

unto me that is to be ruler in Israel;

concerns us is whether or not this

Such a

particular
person
(apart
from
whatever name by which He was
known) existed as a person before

ment. Its truth is supported by a
further reference to the Coming

His life on earth. Let us consider.

Wonderful, Counsellor, the mighty
God, the eve>:lasting Father, the
Prince of Pcace.' (Isaiah ix. 6). This
title indicates two things. First, His

The Testimony of the Prophets
For the sincere Christian, this
testimony is beyond question. These
men 'spake from God, being moved
by the Holy Spirit.' (2 Peter i. 21).
We read, 'Therefore, the Lord him
self shall give you a sign; behold, a
virgin shall conceive, and bear a
son,

and

shall call

his name

manuel.' (Isaiah vii. 14).

Im-

Though

having an application to the period
in which they were spoken, these
words also represented a prophecy
of the coming Messiah. For, after
describing the events preceding the
birth of Jesus, the inspired historian
says, 'Now all this is come to pass,
that it might be fulfilled which was

spoken by the Lord through the
prophet, saying, "Behold, the virgin
shall be with child, and shall bring
forth a son, and they shall call his
name Emmanuel; which is, being
interpreted, God with us"' (Matt. i.
22, 23). To deny that Jesus existed
before this is to rob the name 'Im-

manuel' of all meaning. It indicates

that One who was in the highe.-^t
sense divine had come forth from

God to live among men. This Jesus

claimed for Himself. Commending

One:

statement needs no com

'His

name

shall

be

called

identity with God—He is called
'Father.' Second, His eternal exist
ence—to Him is applied the adjec

tive 'everlasting.' The R.V. margin
gives 'Father of eternity.' To him
then, the prophets ascribe that
which belongs by right only to
deity—unending life.
The testimony of the prophets—
the word of the Spirit of God
through chosen men—is that Jesus
was a divine person, eternally exist
ing. who came forth from God to
dwell among men.
Next we shall examine.
The Testimony of Jesus

For the disciple of the Lord, this
testimony is also unquestionable.
The voice of God has made it so for

ever in the words: 'This is my be
loved Son, in

whom I am well

pleased; hear ye him.' (Matt. xvii.
5). Did Jesus make any statements
respecting His prior existence ?

did.

He

To the Jews he said, 'Your

father Abraham rejoiced to see my
day; and he saw it, and was glad.'
In response to their expressed
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astonishment, he replied, 'Before
Abraham was, I am.' (John Viii.
56-58). Those who heard Him did
not mistake His meaning—They
took up stones therefore to cast at
him.' He had said that before their

ancestor lived, He Himself existed.
Doubtless they recalled the word of
Jehovah to hesitant Moses, 'Thus
shalt thou say unto the children of
Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.'
(Exodus iii. 14).
Again, in His great intercessory
prayer—the only one which may
rightly be called 'the Lord's prayer'
—He said, 'And now, O Father,
glorify thou me with thine own self,
with the glory which I had with thee

tion ever made, Paul says: 'Which
things also we speak, not in words
which man's wisdom teacheth, but
which the Holy Spirit teacheth . .. '
(1 Cor. ii. 13).
The Apostle John wrote, 'In the

beginning was the word, and the

word was with God, and the word^
was God. The same was in the be-"
guming with God. All things were
made by him, and without him was
not anything made that hath been
made' Again, 'And the word be
came flesh, and dwelt among us
(and we beheld his glory, glory as

before the world was.* (John xvii. 5).

of the
Father)
(John i.
that all

only begotten from the
full of grace and truth.'
1-3; 14). Thus it is asserted
things were made by Jesus

Could language be clearer?

Christ.

This- truth is reiterated in

Jesus

possessed glory. The One with
whom He possessed it was the

Heb, i. 10). Quoting from Psalm cii., •

Father. The time when he possessed

the Son, 'Thou, Lord, in the begin
ning hast laid the foundation of the
earth, and the heavens are the
works of thy hands.' This can refer

it was 'before the world was [i.e.,
existed].'
To the exiled John, the glorified
Jesus declared, 'I am the root and
the offspring of David . . . ' (Rev.
xxii. 16). 'Offspring' denotes the
Saviour's human relationship to
Israel's great king—He was 'bom of
the seed of David according to the
flesh.' (Romans i. 3). But He was
'the

root'

of David too.

As the

divine person, on whom all human
life depends, He was the source (for
so this word 'root' is always used)
of the Hebrew king.
The statements of Jesus leave no

room for doubt in any impartial
mind. He said that He existed be

fore Abraham; that before the
world was, He possessed glory with
the Father; and that, according to
His divine nature. He was the root
of David.

Finally consider
The Testimony of the Apostles

The word of the apostles is as
much the word of God as is any

statement made by Jesus Himself.
To these chosen men, the Saviour
made this promise: 'Howbeit, when
he, the Spirit of truth is come, he
shall guide you into all the truth ...'
(John xvi. 13). Also, in the most
emphatic claim for verbal inspira

the writer tells us that God said to

to no other occasion than that re
corded in the first verse of the

Bible:

'In

created

the

beginning,

God

the heaven and the earth.'

Incidentally, it is surely suggestive,
that, in describing the work of
creation, the plural form of. the
name of God is used throughout
with a singular verb. Thus is con
veyed the thought of more than one
person being engaged in a united
creative activity.
John's reference to Jesus' part in
creation is confirmed by Paul. Col.
i. 16 states, 'For in him were all
things created, in the heavens and
upon the earth, things visible and
things invisible, whether thrones
or dominions or principalities or
powers; all things have been
created through him and unto him.'
Such

statements

are

worse

than

meaningless if Jesus did not exist
before He came into human life.

Further proof is supplied in
Heb. i. 1, 2, where we read of 'his
Son . . . through whom also he
(God) made the worlds.' 'Worlds,'
is literally 'ages' and doubtless re
fers to the ages or dispensations into
which God divided the whole life of

humanity. How could God make or
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arrange these ages through One
who did not exist ?

Jesus'
God

is

previous
further

existence
asserted

with

in

the

words, 'Who, being in the form of
God, counted it not a prize to be on
an equality with God, but emptied
himself, taking the form of a ser
vant, being made in the likeness of
men.' {Phil. ii. 6-7). According to
a R.V. note, 'being' (in the form,
etc.) is, in the Greek, 'being origin
ally.' Originally then, He was in the

the beginning, they say, Jesus was
responsible with God for the crea

tion; through Him God made the
ages; originally He existed in the
form of God, but voluntarily took
our flesh upon Himself.
In conclusion then, evidence has
been quoted from three sources—

the prophets, Jesus Himself, and the
apostles. As each source is al
together beyond question for the be
liever we are forced irresistibly to
the conclusion that Jesus did have

likeness of God. But one form of
manifestation was laid aside for an
other—He took upon Himself a
human likeness, and ultimately died
on Calvary to redeem us.
The word of the apostles—Spirit

an existence prior to His birth in

guided men—is positive then.

23).

In

Bethlehem.
The witness of the
word confirms His own statement to

the Jews: 'Ye are from beneath; I

am from above: ye are of this world;
I am not of this world.' (John viii.

A. E. WINSTANLEY.

Whose Throne does Christ occupy.
'HE that overcometh, I will give to
him

to sit down

with me in

my

throne, as I also overcame, and sat
down with my Father in his throne.'
(Rev. xliii. 21).
Future kingdom advocates gener

ally make a distinction between the
Father's throne and the throne of

the Son. They are positive in their
assertions that Christ is now on the

Father's throne but that He will

His kingdom has been postponed
until Jesus comes again to establish
the kingdom and usher in the mil
lennium. This is bound up in the
term pre-millennialism.
Whose kingdom is it to be ? The
kingdom of Christ. Whose kingdom
is it to be ? The kingdom of God.
Are there to be two kingdoms with
God reigning over one and Christ
reigning over the other ? Certainly

occupy His own throne when He
comes again and sets up the king
dom the prophets foretold. They

not.

think a man is rather short-sighted
and lame in his knowledge of the
Scriptures who cannot see this.
It is admitted that the kingdom
the prophets foretold was the king
dom of Christ, the Messiah. This

is Christ's throne.

kingdom was 'at hand' when John
the Baptist was preaching. He

Premillennialists

do

not

so

contend. The kingdom of Christ has
a throne.

Whose throne is it ?

It

The kingdom of

God has a throne. Whose throne is

it ? God's throne. If the kingdom
of Christ and the kingdom of God
are one kingdom, why then cannot
the throne of God and the throne of
Christ be one throne ?

Where then goes the distinction

called it 'the kingdom of heaven.'

that is made between the throne of

'Repent ye: for the kingdom

the Father, on which Christ now
sits, and His own throne which He

of

heaven is at hand.' (Matt, xxxiv. 2).
Jesus preached the near approach
of this same kingdom. 'The time is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is
at hand.' (Mark i. 15). Jesus called
it the 'kingdom of God.' God is the
Father.

We are told that because

the Jews rejected their Messiah that

will presumably occupy after He
comes again ?

It goes the way of

the whole future-kingdom theory.
It

is as unsubstantial as a

mere

flight of fancy. One might as well
and with as much reason argue that
Christ cannot sit on His own throne,
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because He is to sit on David's
throne and how can it be His and
David's both ? Even David sat on
his throne and the Father's throne
at the same time. Solomon sat on
Jehovah's
throne
and
David's
throne at the same time. 'And Solo

mon sat upon the throne of David

his father: and his kingdom was
established greatly.' (1 Kings ii. 12).
Whose

throne ?

kingdom ?

David's.

Solomon's.

Whose

'Then Solo

mon sat on the throne of Jehovah

as king instead of David his
and prospered; and all Israel
him.' (1 Chron. xxix. 23).
throne ? Jehovah's. Whose

father,
obeyed
Whose
reign ?

Solomon's.

be

It

should

not

too

straining on the eyes to see in the
light of this how Christ can sit on
the Father's throne, David's throne
and His own throne ail at the same

time. Besides all this, Paul calls the
kingdom 'the kingdom of Christ and
God.' (Eph. V. 5). Why then cannot
the

throne be

that

of Christ and

SCRIPTURE
READINGS
Gospel by Luke, xli and xiii.
WE have noticed before the tremendous
sensation created by the Saviour's words

and works. It would appear that His de
nunciation of the Scribes and Pharisees
surprised and shocked the crowds. The
counter-attack brought the crowds to
gether still further. It was doubtless to

His defence they came, for we read 'the
common people heard Him gladly,' and
'they [Scribes and Pharisees] feared the
people.'

Warning against hypocrisy (xii. 1 to 3).
—It was those who professed to be par
ticularly earnest in their worship of God
who were most bitter in theii* opposition
to the truth in Jesus' time. The Saviour's
warning is to us—His disciples. Even
those nearest to His sacred person
needed the same warning. How useless
it is to make a false show.
Warning against fear (xii. 4 to 12).—
There is a close connection between the
various matters in these few verses. Fear

God, and David's too ?

of men might have kept Jesus silent. The

I think all admit that the Church
Christ said He would build has been
established. Whose Church is it ?

true fear removes the false. 'The fear of

Jesus said: 'Upon this rock I will
build my church.' My Church. It is
indeed

the

'church

of

the

Lord.'

And
congregations
are
called
Churches of Christ (Matt. xvi. 18;
Acts XX. 28; Rom. xvi. 16).
It is also called 'the church of
God' and 'churches of God' is an ex
pression
found
in
the
sacred

writings. (1 Cor. i. 2; 1 Thess. ii. 14).
If it is easily recognised that the
Church of Christ and the Church of
God are one and not two institu

tions; the kingdom of God and the
kingdom of Christ are one and not
two kingdoms; then the throne of
God and the throne of Christ are
one and not two thrones. A man
who cannot see that must be look

ing some other way.
—The Bible Banner.
WANTED

By an American Evangelist, Books by F.
E. Marsh; Campbell-Rice Debate; Mil
lennial Harbingers (A. Campbell); Web
of Life. E. Ij. House; Bridge of Faith, E.
L. House.—Any information where these
can be had to Editor, Scripture Standard.

the Lord is the beginning of wisdom."
Fear might make us deny our Saviour
before men, which, developed, becomes
blasphemy against the Holy Spii-it, who
gives irrefutable evidence of the truth of
the gospel. It might also cause the dis

ciples. then in His presence, to quail be
fore those they would subsequently have
to oppose. It is a solemn thought, and
one providing richest comfort to the
faithful, that with God there is absolute
safety. Yet He is 'a consuming Are'
(Heb. xii. 25).

Warning against covetousness (xii. 13
to 21)—Seeing how just was the Master's
attitude towards the Pharisees, and how
much He loved righteousness, one with
a grievance appealed to Him to right his
wrongs. The rebuke he received was in
exact accord with the

Sermon

on the

Mount. Probably, the man's heart was
wrong and that was a much worse condi

tion than to be wi-onged by another. How
many

lives

have

been

soured

and

wrecked by obsessions like this? 'Why do
ye not i-ather suffer yourselves to be de::'auded?' (1 Cor. vi. 7). The parable of the
rich fool exhibits the folly of being alto
gether bound up in worldly concerns with
no thought for others, or for God. The
words 'whose shall those things be?'

.seem specially pointed. The very thing
that never entered his selfish mind was
to befall all his riches.

We must remember that the poor as
well as—if not more than—the rich are

tempted to be covetous.
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Warning against worldiiness (xii. 22 to
34).—The Revisers have corrected the
words 'Take no thought' to bring them
into line with modem language, it was
not wrong for Martha to 'take thoug^it'
for the physical needs of the holy visitor,
but it was wrong to be distracted about
it. The same applies to us also. Ulti
mately, everything just depends upon
God — our share in the work is the
smaller by far. We can sow a seed but
we cannot give it life.
In a special sense, verses 32 and 33
apply to the immediate followers of the
Saviour, but in a general sense to us all.

The provision of earthly needs and en
tertainment preoccupy most minds, but
they must not do so with Christ's people.
We may well reconsider, each one of us,
the positive sde of this matter — 'Seek
first' (Matt. vi. 33).

Preparedness (xii. 35 to 48).—Eastern

costume requires to be girded up to pre
vent interference with walking, or work.
The figure of 'lights burning' reminds of
the parable of the Ten Virgins in Matt.
XXV. The attendants waited for the bride
groom to bring home his bride in the

evening time. Any impreparedness would
be disgraceful. The figure of the house
holder preventing intrusion enforces the

same lesson, and adds the uncertainly
of the time.

There is special fitaess in

the question of Peter. The apostles had
not realized yet that their Teacher was

to leave them—for so long, too. Head the
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Foresight (xii. 54 to 59).—The message
here is rather for the people than the
disciples. Refer to xii. 1, 'unto His dis
ciples.' Read some of the signs so ob
viously foretold: Gen. xlix. 10; Isa. xxxv.
4 to 6; Isa. xl. 3.

Doubtless the scribes

and Pharisees were still at hand; 'Ye

hj^crites.' The parable of the magis
trate points the need for immediate re
conciliation through repentance before

the judgment of God falls on the nation.

The lesson of incident and accident

(xiii. 1 to 9).—Many riots occurred in
these closing days of the Jewish State.
The yoke of Rome was hard to bear, and
the Jews rebellious and obstinate. Riots
would occur in the sacred precincts and
they would be ruthlessly put down. Those
who took part in them doubtless de
served their fate in a measure. The re

port to Jesus may have been Intended
to stir His anger against Pilate, but His
reply indicates a wish on the part of the
reporters to fasten guilt on the indivi
dual victims. As so often happened, the
questioners had their suggestion turned

back upon them, and it was used to point"

a moral, very much in keeping with
teaching already given. The parable of
the fig tree pictm*es the nation from

which ^d expected fruit, but did not

receive it, and constitutes another warn
ing of impending judgment. The answer

to our wonder as to whether any in
dividual is suffering the result of his sin,
is rather 'Look to thyself, cast out the

special charge to Peter in John xxi 15 to
17, and his own comments in his first

beam.'

letter v. 2 to 4.

(xiii. 10 to 17).—This is obviously not the
only case of cure on the Sabbath, in the

The parable of the faithful and un

faithful stewards further emphasises the
point of a long delay, and adds the

question of reward and punishment. We
have here the assurance of an abso

lutely perfect dispensation of justice.

Cure of the woman on the Sabbath

synagogue. What the Jews regarded as

desecration of the Sabbath seemed par
ticularly to enrage them against Christ.
In this present incident we see
people

against the religious leaders on the be
Only God can judge how much a man
half of Christ. The 'ruler' or chief elder
knows, and how much punishment he de
serves. Men can and do judge and ' was moved by insincere motives, and the
punish to the best of their ability, and
provide a lesson thereby.

Christ a bringer of strife (xii. 49 to

53).—It is consistent though perhaps
pai'adoxical, -that the

Saviour is

the

Prince of Peace, and the only true Giver
of Peace, yet His work brings division
and trouble. This had become evident by
the strife with the Pharisees, and we
may suppose that His thoughts would
dwell increasingly upon His final work.

Division in families is painful and not

the will of God in the primary sense.
The Saviour makes it clear that it is to
be expected, and thus His words become
a warning not to be turned from His ser

vice thereby. We belittle the suffering
endured for us if we do not recognise it
as being much more than that actually
pictm-ed in Gethsemane and on the
Cross. (Consider verse 50).

rebuke would probably fit his case
exactly. He had himself doubtless that
very day loosed his animal for watering
For reference to Satan's part in the
btoding, we might read Job i and 2 Cor.
xii. 7. We rather wonder at thR ruler's
blindness to the goodness of the act. The

sight of the restored victim should have

at least kept him silent in the assembly.
Parables of Mustard Seed and Leaven

(xiii 18 to 21).—^These are recorded by
Matthew also. There would seem at that

time little prospect of the coming of tiie
great kingdom, concerning which He
taught and preached, and this was a
stumbling block to friend and foe alike.

Hence the parables deal with the appar
ent insignificance of the beginning. The
seed was perhaps the most insignificant
and yet it produced a large tree. The
little quantity of leaven might be sup
posed to have little influence on so large
a quantity of meal, yet it spread through

it all.

'
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The urgency of salvation (xiii. 22 to 30)
—The Saviour's preaching as He made
His last progress thi-ough the various dis
tricts would become more urgent and
insistent. The question is quite natural
therefore. 'Strive' indicates 'struggle' or

'agonise.' Thus the questioner has his
question thrown back upon him. Almost

'PEOPLE WILL TALK'

YOU may get thi-ough the world, but
'twill be very slow
If you listen to all that is said as you go;
You'll be worried and fretted, and kept
in a stew,

For

'mind your own business, and be quick
about it.' We see the picture of the mul

meddlesome tongues must
something to do,
And people will talk.

have

titudes who had heard Chi-ist, witnessed
His wonderful works, and just done

If quiet and modest, you'll have it pre

nothing at all about it. He is going on
His final journey, and still 'those who

That your humble position is only as

were His own' received Him not.

You're a wolf in sheep's clothing, or else
you're a fool,
But don't get excited—keep perfectly cool
For people will talk.

They

liked Him, wanted Him to go on helping
them, but to make any effort to follow
Him was not their thought. 'We turn to
the Gentiles' was the Apostle Paul's word
at a later time. What am I doing? —
might well be our reaction to this teach
ing.
A warning from the Pharisees (xiii.
to 33)—We need hardly consider whether
or not this is sincere. Herod might have
a motive for getting the powerful and
popular preacher out of his territoiy,
seeing He could move the multitude at
will, and Jerusalem was outside it. The
Saviour's course was set by divine autho
rity, however, and could not be altered
by another, nor certainly by fear. We
know not whether the message was de
livered.

No action seems to have been

sumed

sumed:

And, then, if you show the least Ijoldness
of heart,
Or a slight inclination to take your own
part,
They will call you an upstart, conceited
and vain.
But keep straight ahead—don't stop to
explain—
For people will talk.

If thieadbare your dress, or old-fashioned
your hat,

Someone will surely take notice of that,
And hint rather strong that you can't
pay your way,

But don't get excited, whatever they say:
For people will talk.

taken by Herod in any case as far as we
know.

We

are

reminded

of

Christ's

words to Pilate, 'Thou couldest have no
power against me except it were given
thee from above' (John xix. 11).
(xiii

34 and 35).—As He progressed in His

journey towards Jerusalem, His coming
suffering must have weighed upon the
Saviour's mind, but more so the deepest
those

who re

jected Him. This dreadful calamity of
the world's choice of sin in pi-eference to
Irghteousness, Barabbas in preference to
Christ, pervades all history, and in our
readings we are approaching the culmi
nating point. This is a deeply moving
utterance, evidently repeated on an
other occasion (Matt, xxiii. 34), and epi
tomises the national fate of the

Jews.

The humble followers of Jesus did cry
'Blessed is He that

cometh'

For they criticise then in a differentshape;

Christ's Lament over Jerusalem

sorrow for the fate of

If your dress is the fashion, don't think
to escape,

(xix.

38).

when He came riding upon the colt the
foal of an ass, upon His final enti7. The
prophecy might require more than this
for complete fulfilment, but we do not
know of a second coming to Jerusalem
in a physical sense, in histoiy or in pro
phecy.
R. B. SCOTT.

You're ahead of your means or your
tailor's unpaid,
But mind your own business, there's
nought to be made.
For people will talk.

But be sure you are right in your purpose
and aim,

Be

natural

and candid—avoid

every

stain.
Be generous and faithful, kind-hearted
and true.

And you'll find in the long run they'll
carry you through,

Though people may talk.

Then the best way to do is to do as you
please,

For your mind, if you have one, will then
be at ease;
Of course you will meet with all sorts f f
abuse,

But don't think to stop them—it ain't
any use—

For people will talk.
Selected

MARRIAGE

ULVERSTON.—On August 16th, at Bap
tist Chapel (kindly loaned): Bro. W.
Hornby to Sister B. Thompson, both
members of Church at Ford Villa, by Bro.
W. Crosthwaite.

BIRTH

ON September 13th to Bro. and Sister

A. E. Winstanley, a son, David Albert.

Address: 49 Gideon Street, Bathgate,
West Lothian.
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Let Error be Exposed.
AS respects doctrine, no Icniency is
asked.

If error is found when the

writer, or the preacher, is taken in
the true sense, or as he intended,
let the critics come, and let the ex
posure be most rigid! There can be
no compromise with error—false
teaching must be exposed! Nor is
there any use to be particular about
the spirit—let error be exposed!
True, good men, even in exposing
error, write in a good spirit; but it is

preferable that error be exposed,
though the spirit is not of the best
kind.
The impression made by
false teaching is false, and should
not be permitted to go on . . . No
matter how good the intentions of
any man—a false principle, an un
fair or an unscriptural argument is
always damaging. Truth needs no
such support.—B. FRANKLIN.
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'I would like to know what right you

have to throw that cigar out,' my brother
complained.
'You know my idea," Father answered.
'This is my house. I am raising boys and
making a specialty of it, and you don't
get by with that sort of stuff. When you
work for a man, he can tell you whether
to smoke in his office or in

his ware
house. I am running this house. God
gave me the command to do so.'
'I will go somewhere else,' my bi'other

threatened.

'I am sorry; I love you,' Father replied
quietly, 'but if you want the cigar worse
than you do the home, you can go.'
He went away tliree weeks, then came
back and said, 'Dad, you are all right, t
submit, and will play the game accord
ing to the rules.'
Most people say, 'Well, you have to
let children have their way.'

Is that so? Then good-bye to home, to

government, to everything! God will not
stand for that.

I had a father who stood by the river
of life, thank God! an old pile-driver, and
smiled when he drove down the jetty.
He never licked me in his life, but I al
ways knew I had one coming if I needed
it. He raised ten children, and he did it
as an undermaster of God.

Here is Wisdom.

You never saw a spoiled boy in your
to whom the mother had given
everything she had. that would not take
that little mother and trample on her
heart before he got through!
life,

I WILL never forget when the modern
tide stiTick our home. My sister weighed
a hundred pounds. She was an artist,
nervous and temperamental, and all that

Selected

kind of stuff that we had to watch out

for.

She was an artist, while we had

to make our own living. She got music
and some other ideas in her head, and
came home from college the first year.
Father was glad to see her. That morn
ing after breakfast, when we had prayer,
she rose sweetly and excused herself and
went upstairs.
She 'got by' with it that morning, but
Father took note of it; and

the

next

morning, when she excused herself, he
said: 'Sit still.'

'But really,' she pouted, 'I don't care
to stay.'

'That doesn't make any

difference—

stay!'

'I think a person should have some
liberty in religion,' she answered.
'You can have all the liberty you please
in religion,' Father told her, 'but I run
this house. I paid for your food. I bought
the clothes you have on, I paid for your
education. Sit thou there quietly and
listen while a father who loves you reads
and prays."
My big brother came home one day. He
had made money for himself and had a
big fat cigar in his mouth. He smoked
it awhile on the back porch. Father came
out, reached out his hand, took the cigar
and. throwing it into the garden, said,
'Don't smoke them around here any
more,'

A NEW SET OF 'BEATITUDES'
BLESSED

is the man whose calendar

contains his mid-week Chui'ch meetings.
Blessed is the man who loves the hour

and a quarter in the place of worship
instead of two hours and a

hall in a

place of amusement.
Blessed is the Church officer who is

not pessimistic.
Blessed is

the

man

who

loves

the

Church with his purse as well as with
his heart.

Blessed is the man who has grace to
leave the critical spirit on the sidewalk
when he comes to Church.
Blessed

is

the

man

who

loves

the

Church enough to praise it.

STOP PRESS

CONFERENCE at Wigan on September
18th. A great gathering: probably the
largest yet. A fine spirit manifest. Pull
report (D.V.) in November 'Scripture
Standard.'

New Secretai-y: Bro. A. Hood, 107
Thomas Lane, Liverpool, 14,
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What Aunt Sallie saw in the Cup.
SINCE our wonderful and infallible

old Aunt Sallie, just took a great big

scientists have discovered the germ,
the baccilli, the great-grandparents
of all sickness, we are compelled to
practice the most rigid sanitary
laws. For the good Lord has filled
the food we eat, the water we drink,
and the very air we breathe, with
these deadly infections; so that he
who would live long c;icLigh to get
his boots off, must boii the water
he drinks and thoroughly sterilize
every mouthful of food he eats,

swallow, and just seemed to be
thinking of something else, and she

and

he

should

wear

a

sponge

over his nose, to guard against these
deadly germs.

For death sits en

still lives! I can't understand it!

Well, I just went to old Aunt
Sallie, and asked her if she could
not see anything in that cup; and if

I ever got surprised, it was then.
She just said: 'Yes, child, of course,
I can. Why do you ask me such a
question ?' 'Why-er, I thought may
be your eyes weren't good.' 'Why,
child,' said she 'I can see the Lord's

death in it, and I don't need any
glasses to see that, either.' Well, I

throned, sceptre in hand; the edict
has been sealed, the decree has

thought I had seen all manner of
death in it, but there was one I had
not seen or thought of. 'As oft as

gone forth, and all who do not bow
to his image will be cast alive into
a den of deadly germs.
Nor are the sacred vessels of the

ye do show the Lord's death till he

Church exempt from him, for on the
very brink of the cup has he estab
lished his throne. From Brother
Job's lips came dyspepia. Brother
Adam added pneumonia. Brother

Abraham contributed smallpox, and
Judas put in tuberculosis, and so on
all the way around. So when the
cup came to me, it looked like death
in its favourite role.

Of course, I could not touch it; I
passed it along to old Aunt Sallie,
and as sure as I live, she just took
a great big gulp of it (just like she
wanted to take enough to cause in
stant death), and just sat there
solemn like, and seemed to be think
ing of something else. And true as

I live, she is still alive, and that has
iDeen more than a year ago; arid that
is not all, she does it every Lord's
day. (It is a mystery to me). I
think she must have 'had' all these
germoparasitical

diseases,

and

is

immune, like when you have the
measles. But my! I would not risk
it for all the world.

There

were

men

ye eat this bread and drink this cup,
come.—The Truth.

BRO. JAMES WARDROP

THIS highly esteemed servant of the
Lord, and valiant soldier of the Cross

will D.V. reach the 84th anniversary of
his birthday on October 18th.

He was

born again on Januai-y 1st, 1884, so has
given sixty-four of his years to the ser
vice of his Saviour and Lord.

He has

'been a succourer of many, and of our
selves also.' May the blessing of the
Lord that maketh rich and addeth no
sorrow, be Ills in very abundant measure.

Many of our readers will join us in
heartiest congratulations, and all be.st
wishes.
EDITOR.
BOOKS WANTED.—Young's 'Concord
ance'; bound volumes of 'Old Paths';

'Millennial Harbinger'; 'Christian Mes
senger'; 'Bible Advocate'; and 'Ecclesias

tical Observer'; bound volumes of 'Scrip,
ture Standard' for 1935 and 1937; Barnes'
Commentary on Romans and Hebrews;
McGai-vey on Acts: Lard on Romans.

Will anyone having these for disposal
please communicate with A. E. Winstan-

ley, 49 Gideon Street, Bathgate, West
Lothian,

COMING EVENTS

there

with

whiskers, great big fuzzy whiskers,
which the Lord caused to grow on
men's faces for the propagation and
distribution of these germs, and
they press this cup to their lips; and

East Ardsley, Yorks.—Anniversary Services, October 30th and 31st, 1948. Saturday, Tea at 4 p.m.; Evening Meeting at
6 p.m. Chairman, J. Garnett (Doncaster).
Speakers, E. W. Jepson (Doncaster), L.
Morgan (Hindley).

Lord's Day speaker. L. Morgan,

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD
WHY CHRIST DIED

'WELL, I cannot understand why a man
who has tried to lead a good moral life
should not stand a

better chance of
heaven than a wicked one,' said a woman
recently in a conversation with others

about the matter of salvation.

'Simply for this cause," answered one.
'Suppose you and I wanted to go to a
place of amusement where the admission
was one dollar. You have half a dollar

and I have nothing. Which would stand
the better chance of admission?'
'Neither.'

'Just so; and therefore the moral man
stands no better chance than the out

breaking sinner. But now, suppose a
kind and rich person, who saw oui- per
plexity, presented a ticket of admission

to each of us at his own expense! What
then?'

'Well, then we should both go in alike.
That is clear.'

"Thus, then, the Saviour saw our per
plexity; He came. He died, and thus
"obtained eternal redemption for us,"
and now He offers you and me a free
ticket. Only take care that your half
dollar does not make you proud enough
to refuse the free ticket and be refused
admittance at last.'

THE SECOND MILE

STERN Duty said, 'Go walk a mile
And help thy brother bear his load.'
I walked reluctant, but meanwhile

My heart grew soft with help bestowed.
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knowledge of the Lord's blessing of the
Church here. During a twenty-six days'
mission witii Bro. C. E. McGaughey of
Washington, U.S.A., from August 18th to
September 12Lh, with a Gospel meeting
every evening, we have be«n privileged
to witness the baptism of sixty-seven
souls, and the restoration of twelve to
the fold.

Many of

those baptized are family

groups. In one family, four were bap
tized, in another two restored, and five
baptized, and we have several cases of
husband and wife obeying the Lord. The
Mission was particularly notable for the

fact that the whole Chm-ch was actively
and earnestly engaged in the attempt to
win souls. There are some yet to be re
ceived in on the Lord's Day to come, and
we know that others are earnestly con
sidering the word.

In personal work. Bro. McGaughey was
accompanied by Bro. A. Gardiner, Junr.,

kindly released' for this work l3y the
Church at Hospital Street, Glasgow, and

both did much ddor-to-door invitation
work.

In preparation for the mission, we had
fourteen thousand handbills printed, and
these were distributed before and during
the mission, for we had open-air meetings
before the gospel meeting each evening.
In addition, the press was utilised and
the mission was advex'tised in the 'Belfast
Telegraph.' About thi*ee thousand tiacts
were distributed during the mission and
we estimate that the aggregate of attend
ances to the gospel meetings was about

three thousand people. In addition, Bro.

But Love arose, and with a smile
Took all the burden that I bore.

McGaughey and Bro. Gardiner visited
the works canteen of James Mackie &
Sons, Ltd. one lunch hour, and Bro.
McGaughey delivered a fine address to
about two thousand workers.

'Tis ever thus when Duty calls;
If we spring quickly to obey,

large the place of thy tent and let them

Then Love said, 'Go another mile.'

I went, and Duty spake no more.

Love comes, and whatso'er befalls.
We're glad to help another day.

The second mile we walk with Joy;
Heaven's peace goes with us on the
road;
So let us all our powers employ
To help our brotner bear life's load.
Kansas Bulletin

I

NEWS FROM
THE CHURCHES

Belfast (Berlin Street).—We are pleased
to report that a young woman. Miss Joan
Thompson, was baptised into Christ on
August

11th and was i*eceived in on

August 15th. We pray that she may long
continue with us to fight the good fight.
The Brotherhood will rejoice with us in

We are reminded of Isaiah liv. 2, 'En
stretch forth the curtain of thy habita
tion: spare not, lengthen thy cords and
strengthen thy stakes.' And we pray that
this may indeed be true for ourselves and
for all the Churches.

But the world keeps on turning, and
Brethren McGaughey and Gardiner must
leave us soon, so at a tea the Church said
its farewell to these Brethren, and in
token of our appreciation of his faithful
labour, a choice specimen of Ulster work

manship in Belleck Pottery was given io
Bro. McGaughey, while Bro. A. Gardiner

received a Bible. In addition many per
sonal gifts were given to Bro. McGaughey
by individual members, and in this way
this time of fruitful and happy labour
was closed.

The Church desires to thank Bro. W.

H. Cummins, London, for the gift of

tracts. We have been too busy to write.
C. J. IIENDKEN,
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Belfast, Bloomfield Avenue.—We had the

pleasure of witiiossiiu; Hie baptism of
Joseph Downey, at the inoruiug seivico;
on

Aui^ust 59th.

The cevcnmny was

cai-i-iecl out by Kro. C. Hondirii, of the
Borhn Street Chiu'cli, ami Bro. Andrew

Gardiner presided. This comi)letes the
family m€'mbei'Ship sinco Joe's father,
mother,

and

only sister are already

inembei's of the Cliurch.

t.heir continued prayers on behalf of the
I.crd's work in thi:> corner of His great
harvt'sl. field.

w. hu.i.man

Lcven, Fife.- -We wish to .•^n.y 'thank you"
for the services of Bro. David Dougall

during August, and rejoice that the Lord
added to the Church Maureen Carnegie,
the youngest daughter of Sister Carnegie.
The Church at Rose Street, Ku-kcaldy
kindly lent their baptistry on Lord's Day

Capetown (Woodstock).—We are glad to

evening, 5th September, for the immer

make it known that on the afternoon of

sion.

11th July, 1948, we rejoiced to witness a
young woman confess the Lord Jesus
ixnd become united with Him in baptism.
The service was conducte:! by our Bro.

Cockrel. of the Woodstock Assembly. The
candidate immersed was the wife of our
Bro. Hind who was baptised a month pre.

J- GRAHAM.

Newport, Monmouth,—Bro. David Sharram and his wife were baptized at the
Welsh Temple meeting house, kindly lent
on August nth. Our Bro. McGaughey
was the one who planted and watered
and God gave the increase. We all re

vious.

ceived a spiritual uplift while he was

Thus could we say, 'Great is the Lord
and greatly to be praised' for the wonder

with us.

ful power of the gospel of Christ amid

these dark and 'perilous days.'

So with yet another 'season of refresh,
ing' may we strive more earnestly and
prayerfully in the Master's service as
'the end is not yet." Even so come Lord
Jesus.

Amen.

t. hakti.e

J. BI.ANDKORD.

Newtongrange.—We had the joy of wit
nessing the immersion of two young
women, Jane Thomson, on August 10th,
and Mrs. J. White, on August 17th. We
are also happy to report that one who
had been away from us for some time
was restored to fellowship. We pray that

they will all be kept faithful to theLr

East Grinstead—We are enjoying an-

other special effort by our Bro. L. Channing. At the moment we have no addi
tions to report, but we believe our Bro
ther's labours will eventually bear fruit.
He is in contact with the leaders and

Lord.

These additions were the result of a

special mission during the latter part of
July and the nrst fortnight in August,
conducted by Brother David Allan, from

members of an undenominational Mis

the Church at Pontiac, U.S.A.
The Church will D.V. hold the annual

sion here and to-morrow (September
9th) at their request, a discussion is to

social on October 16th. All are heartily
invited. Further particulars later.

take place at our meeting room on the

W. H. Al.I.AN

subject of Baptism.

We wish to place on record again, our
appreciation and gi-ateful thanks for ell
the help extended to us here by the
Church at Kentish Town.

On June 24th, our Women's Meeting
went by coach to Littlehampton, and on
August 19th, our Lord's Day School and
Bible Class travelled by coach to Bex-

Ulverston (Ford Villa).—We are pleased

to

report

another

addition

to

the

Church here. On September 3rd, Mrs.
Dand, who has attended our meetings

for

nearly

three

years,

obeyed

her

Saviour and Lord by being baptized into
His name. May she be kept by the power

of God, through faith, unto the salvation
to be revealed when Jesus comes to claim

hill.

We wish to thank

the

Brethi-en for

His own.
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Pleading for a complete return to Christianity
as it was in the beginning.
VOL. XIV.

No.

NOVEMBER, 1948.

ir.

*Declining Statistics.'
DISPUTING

the

claim

that

the

Conference
of
Co-operating
Churches held at Chester in August
last, was 'the greatest ever,' C. K.
Green, chairman of Home Missions
Committee, in a letter to the
Christian Advocaie, wrote:
'I confess I was deeply disturbed by
certain

features

of

Churches, and that

the

work

of

our

A Doomed and Dying
Cause.
THE phrase, I think, is Froude's.
When I used it the other day my
friend jumped at it and said, 'That's
just what I want. That's organised
religion.' Now let me say at once
that my friend is not one of those

accounted for the

critics of the Churches who have

somewhat sombre report I submitted to
Conference on the Monday afternoon. 1
referred, as you will remember, to the
statistical results of the year's working.
I felt compelled to refer to them, al
though it would have been much more

not been inside a Church for forty
years. He has given his life to the
service of the Churches, and talents
which would have brought him
fame or fortune in many a secular

pleasant for all concerned to have over
looked them.

This would have meant

tliat many might have returned to their
home Churches woefully ignorant of our

sphere.

Nobody who ^ows him

doubts either the sincerity of his
faith or the intensity of his
devotion.

true position, which can only make us

But here is what he said: 'All my

seriously dissatisfied with the results of
our efforts. We are apt to describe our
Conferences in glowing terms, but it
would be sheer folly, even if our Annual
Conference were "the greatest ever," to
forget the fact that our effective mem

life I've told critics of the Church

bership has declined drastically during
the past twenty years.' — Christian
Advocate ("September 24th. p. 314).

The total membership given in
1948 'Year Book,' is 10,359. This is
lower than it was fifty-three years
ago, when the figure was 10,559. If

to come inside and reform it. Now I

think I'm wrong. I should have left
it, and not worked to bolster it up.
Oh, yes, I love it all right. That's
the trouble. When you work for a
thing you grow to love it. How
often we've talked of the pathos of
the situation when a few devoted
souls toil and sacrifice to maintain a
Church which has ceased to min's-

ter to a surrounding populatic.i,
which often, indeed, has no sur
rounding population to which to

average attendance at Lord's Table
is an indication of effective mem

minister!

bership, then the number, according

the very stones of their building, so

to the 'Year Book,' is less than

3.500.

—Editor, SS.

same thing.

And we're doing the
As those people love

we love the committees and the
assemblies, the paraphernalia and
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the personnel, of organised religion,
and both alike hinder the progress
of the Kingdom of God.
They write books asking, "Has
the Church Failed ?" when the

the Kingdom !

It is the old story

over again. Once the Church could
say "Rise up and walk." but that
was in the days when it could also

over, and they ought to be repent

say "Silver and gold have I none."'
And so, with pain in his voice, my

ing in dust and ashes. Two world

friend

wars,
an
acquisitive society,
Christians just as active in the black
market for food and petrol as nonChristians—should not the Church

pointing it with illustrations as he

failure shrieks at them the world

be on its knees ?

II7?._v cav't we get

away from it and xltirt Uf^ain as ivlioi
the Church ivas T-crv voittig^ Be

continued

the

indictment,

went along. Was he right ? Is
organised religion a doomed ami
dying caiisc too for gone to resusci

tate? Do 7ve need, a new Separatist
niWi'enient, to get away from ail the
externals, the hiiildings that are bur-

cause, of all the vested interests in

dois,

the world, the clerical interest is the
most powerful. Granted, the sacri

snares, the vested interests of tens

fice and loyalty of many of the

Church ?

poorer clergy and ministers redeem

Kingdom trying to revive the
Church as at present organised, or

the situation, but did you ever
know anybody more money-ridden
than the men at the top ? Look at
A
, and B
, and C
. How
they cling to office and pomp and
power! And hniv litih thcv do for

of

the

endowments

thousands

who

live

that

on

are

the

Can we do more for the

hy starting anew in groups of the
faithful 1 My friend sorrowfully
had

made

his

answer.

What

is

yours ?

A.P. in Manchester Guardian

The Wigan Conference.
THIS Conference, held on Septem
ber 18th, stirred within us memories

of days of long ago. Our first visit
to Wigan was in the year 1891, when
we
attended
a
Conference
of
Churches of Christ in Great Britain

true and steady to that which
formed it, as the needle to the Pole.

He

would

do

right

though the

heavens might totter, and the earth
reel. He could tell the truth, and
look men and devils right in the

and Ireland. Indelible impressions
were then made. We can clearly

eyes.'
That was also true of the other

see

pioneers of those days. We cannot,
much as we sometimes wish, have

now

the

brethren who were

then
prominent:
David
King,
Alexander Brown, George Collin,
James Anderson, Bartley Ellis, and
others.

Speaking at the grave of David
King, George Collin said: 'It is

faithful followers of Jesus this age
needs; men who dare to be true to

truth—true to the truth; men who
will not sell their Master for silver
or gold; men who will not sell them

selves.

David King was not for

sale. He was a man sound from
centre to circumference, true to the
heart's core. He feared God and

hated covetousness. His conscience
was formed and educated by the
inspired Word of God, and it was

them back here, but we can remem
ber, consider, and imitate them.

The Lord they so faithfully served,
and the Word they preached and
taught are with us, and are ever the
same. Even in 1891, there was a

'digressive' party in the Churches,
who talked much about a 'Forward
Movement.' Some of these soon
moved not only out of Churches of

Christ, but out of Christianity, and
became Agnostics; proving the
truth of the apostle's words: 'Any
one who is advanced and will not

remain by the doctrine of Christ,
does not possess God.' (2 John ix,
Moffatt's translation),
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Our souls were deeply stirred
when we saw such a large company,
gathered from all parts of the land,
at Wigan, on September 18th. We
thought of the days when we stood
almost alone in protesting against

departures

and

innovations,

and

were described by a leader in the
Co-operation
as
'a
miserable
wretched minority.' God has been

with us and for us, and has pros
pered the work of our hands.

To

Him be all the praise!
As we joined the brethren and
sisters in that Conference, we did

feel that 'the fellowship of kindred
minds is like to that above.'
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labouring under our supervision,
Bro. David Dougall and Bro.
Andrew Gardiner. A third, Bro. G.
Smith, of Derby, has been to our
esteemed Brother Crosthwaite for a

period of training, and since has

laboured with Bro. Dougall at
Leven, Scotland, and again for a
very

short

period

with

Bro.

Gardiner, at Hospital Street, Glas
gow. We much- regret to say that
Bro. Smith had to return home, five
weeks ago, and is now receiving
hospital treatment, and expects to
undergo an operation for some
spinal trouble. It is yet too soon to

judge of our brothers' efforts, seeing

Bro. Charles Limb, of Eastwood,
Nottingham, presided over the

he

afternoon meeting. The hymn, 'Fill
Thou my life, O Lord my God, in

which is often a slow and difficult
process, more so than the gaining of

every part with praise,' was heartily
sung, and Bro. F. C. Day led us in

it.

prayer and thanksgiving.

Bro. T.

McDonald (Dewsbury) was ap
pointed recording secretary.
The chairman, Bro. Limb, in a
few
words
emphasised
Paul's
exhortation: 'Watch ye, stand fast
in the faith, quit you like men, be
strong.'

Letters, containing greetings and
prayers for success of Conference,
and the work of restoration, from
Brethren C. Bailey, J. T. Fretwell,

has had

to

start from

rock

bottom, and had much to unlearn,
knowledge, and how best to impart
For the months of September,
October, and November, 1947, Bro.
Dougall was engaged at Hospital
Street, Glasgow. From there he
went to Newtongrange for three
months, and followed on to serve
the new cause at Leven for four

months. He is now labouring with
the Church at Dunfermline.
Bro. A. Gardiner went to Fauld-

house to serve the Church there,
from October to March. On finish

The

ing his labours at this Church, he

following reports were submitted
and approved:

crossed over to Ireland and was
with the Church at Broomfield

and

J.

Holmes

were

read.

The Conference Committee's
Report
Dear Brethren,

Avenue

for

three months,

after

which he went to his home Church

at Hospital Street, where he is now
labouring.
By request of the

In presenting this brief survey of

brethren in Belfast, and by the

the work attempted in the name of

ready consent of the Church at
Hospital
Street,
Bro. Gardiner

the Master, the brethren whom you
have chosen to supervise and direct

returned to Belfast, Berlin Street,

the labours of those giving their
whole time in evangelistic work,

for one month, to assist Bro. Mc-

Gaughey in

are very conscious of their limita

mission just concluded there.

tions and shortcomings.
In order to give careful considera
tion to the work entrusted into our
hands, the committee has met four
times during the last twelve months
—at Nottingham, Sheffield, and
Morley, Leeds.

During the period under review,
we have only had two brethren

the very successful

Both our brethren, we believ^,
have served our Lord and His caur \
faithfully and well, and renderc 1
most valuable help to the respective

Churches—they will be giving their
own report to this Conference.

Other suitable young brethren are
needed for the work of evangelis
ing. In our view, we ought to have
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at least one evangelist in each dis
trict, but both men and money to
support such an adventure are
urgently needed. If this is to be ac
complished, it is evident there must
be a more consistent, systematic,
giving on the part of all wishing to
see the restoration movement pros
per. The Treasurer's report will
urge this upon us all.
On the agenda of this meeting,
the question of publishing a new
Church Hymn Book will come up
for further discussion.

It is felt to

be too big a problem for just we five
brethren to deal with, but we be
lieve the matter to be most urgent.
After giving very careful considera
tion to the project, we are of the
opinion that this meeting should
co-operate and take such steps
immediately, to ensure it becoming
an accomplished fact.
According to previous arrange
ments, two brethren, in the persons
of Bro. G. Hudson and W. B. Jepson,
are to be relieved of the duties

which, at your request, we have
tried to faithfully discharge. Just
twelve months ago, to tide over a

difficult

situation,

Bro.

reluctantly took the

Jepson

duties

of

Secretary pro tern. He now asks
you, without fail, to appoint some
other brother to carry on this im
portant work. His duties end to-day.

Trusting that our gatherings may
result in a more united effort

to

extend the Lord's kingdom, and
bring honour and glory to His name.
ROBERT
McDONALD,
FRED A. HARDY,
GEO. H. HUDSON,
H. WILSON,
W. B. JEPSON.

Bro. DougaM's Report
Dear Brethren,
It is with deep gratitude to God
for His many blessings, that I
present this report on the work
attempted during the past year.
When giving my last report. I was
working with the
Church
at
Hospital Street, Glasgow.
This
mission

October.

extended

to

the

end

of

The brethren were whole

STANDARD

hearted in their support, and their
loyalty and enthusiasm was an
inspiration.
In addition to the
services on Lord's Day, a meeting
was held on Tuesdays for Bible
study, and on Thursdays for the
preaching of the Gospel. All the

meetings were well supported. The
Bible School which we began at the
beginning of
our mission, had
twenty scholars when we finished,
and is still going strong. To get the
Gospel to the people, we conducted
open - air
meetings,
distributed
tracts, visited the homes of Bible
School scholars, and on invitation
contended for the faith in the homes
of some who were of a different

faith. We had no additions to report

by baptism at the end of our mission
but one brother from a nearby
Co-operation Church, who attended
our meetings regularly, decided to
take up fellowship with us, and is
proving helpful in the work. It was
with joy 1 learned that soon after
leaving Hospital Street, three were
immersed

and

one

restored

to

fellowship.
After leaving Glasgow, I went to
Newtongrange
Church
for
the
months of November, December and
January.
This is a very active
Church, and its future is bright. In
addition to the services on Lord's

Day, we had a meeting on Tuesday
evenings for Bible study, and on
Wednesday evenings for the procla
mation of the Gospel. In the latter
half o£ the mission, prior to our
Bible study meetings, we held
cottage meetings in the homes of
two of the brethren. We had inter

ested
audiences.
Although
the
week-night meetings were not sup
ported as they could have been by
the brethren, they were worth
while.

We

distributed

tracts

and

gave personal invitations to nearly

all in Newtongrange district. On
invitation from the sisters, I spoke
at the women's meeting. At the
close of our mission, we had the joy
of hearing the good confession and
witnessing the immersion of four
adults, into the name of Father, Son
and Holy Spirit.
The next five months were spent
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with the Church at Leven. The
brethren were originally connected
with the Co-operation Church at
Buckhaven, but decided to make a

loyal support. We give God thanks
for His blessings in the past, and
press on knowing His promises are
sure. To Him be the glory.

break and form a Church in Leven.

DAVID DOUGALL.

Their greatest difficulty is not
having a suitable hall. The one they
are in belongs to the town band.
However, they are keen to make
progress and overcome this diffi
culty. We had meetings on Lord's
Days, and a Gospel meeting on
Thursday evenings. We conducted
open-air meetings every Lord's Day
evening, prior to the Gospel meet
ing, in an endeavour to reach the
people. Many tracts were distribu
ted.

For two months wo had the

assistance of Bro. Smith, from
Derby, who visited many homes and
helped us greatly in the work. We
had three additions: one by immer
sion, one restored, who had been out
of fellowship for many years, and
one transferred from the Co-operation Church at Buckhaven.

Meantime, I am with the Church
at Priory Lane, Dunfermline, where
I will be working until the end of
this year.

This also is a new Church

—a break away from the Co-opera
tion Church at Chapel
Street,
Dunfermline. It has a membership
of twenty-three. They, like the
Church at Leven, are happy and
united in their freedom. They have
no regrets, except that the break
had not been sooner. It is good to
have fellowship with such brethren,
and engage actively with them in
the work. Not having a hall of their
own, meetings are restricted to
Lord's
Days
and
Wednesday
evenings. We have begun a system
atic tract distribution.

So far the

meetings are good.

During my holidays, I assisted the
Churches at Blackburn and Ulver-

ston. Since coming to Fife, I have
conducted a training class at Rose
Street, Kirkcaldy, every Saturday
evening, except for holidays. In

conference I returned to Ulverston

to complete the agreed period of
training.

Leaving
Ulverston
early
in
October, I travelled to Scotland,
commencing on 19th of that month
with the Church in Fauldhouse,
where I spent a period of six
months. This Church has kept going
during the last few years despite
great difficulties. Most of the mem
bers stay in other villages, and as
Fauldhouse is away out on the
moors, on a high part of Scotland,
considerable difficulty was experi
enced in travelling to and from
meetings by the members.
During the six month period, the
Gospel meetings were restarted and
a meeting was held on Wednesday
evenings at which we considered
such subjects as 'The New Testa
ment Church,' and also the Epistles
to the Ephesians and Philippians.
Previous to this study meeting on
Wednesdays, the Sunshine Corner
was conducted. For a short period
cottage
meetings
were
held
regularly.
Attendances at these
meetings were not large, but the
members of the Church are to be

highly commended for their faithful
support. Although no visible results
were realised, we pray that the seed
sown will bear fruit abundantly.
The opportunity to advertise in the
local Press was taken, and a con
siderable quantity of tracts were
distributed.
The Fauldhouse brethren have a

render

water to Belfast to work with the

reported.

conclusion,
the

about a j'ear ago. Following that

brethren for their

ing at Wallacestone, once a week,
across the whole period I have

In

at the conference held at Tranent

hard field to plough and they need
all our prayers for strength and
grace. During this period, I assisted
Hospital Street. Glasgow, in a Bible
Class on Tuesday evenings.
From Fauldhouse, I crossed the

addition, I have conducted a meet

thanks to

Bro. Gardiner's Report
Dear Brethren,
My last report was that presented

may

I
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Bloomfield

Avenue

Church

for

three months. Here, although the
Church was in a city, the problems
were much the same; a long period

of little or no activity, coupled with
a scattered membership, meant
small meetings for quite a period of
time. I wish to commend the effort

of the Berlin Street brethren to

about two weeks to work with the
Hospital Street Church before I

went to Belfast. During these two
weeks, interest and attendance were

good.

Bro. G. Smith, of

Derby,

assisted in personal work and visita

tion for a few days,

but had to

return home because of sickness.

work up interest in this area before

On Wednesday, 18th August, the

I arrived. In addition to the usual

revival began in Belfast, with Bro.

Breaking

McGaughey preaching. My part was
small, assisting in visiting and

of

Bread

and

Gospel

services on Lord's Days, a weeknight Gospel meeting was held on
Thursday evening, and a Sunshine
Corner on Tuesday evenings. An
attempt to start a S.S. having failed,
we made another attempt which has
proved to be quite successful.

meeting house was filled every
night. During this period seventythree were baptised and twelve

Attendances at the meetings from

to people after the Gospel meetings

the middle of April till the end of
May remained about fifteen to
twenty, with the exception of the
Sunshine Corner (which reached as

high as ninety), and the Sunday
School, which averaged about thirty
at this time. During two weeks in

June, we decided to attempt a
special mission. Immediately inter

personal work. From the iirst, the
interest was very line indeed, and
for over three weeks Berlin Street

restored. It was not unusual to talk

until 10.30 or 11 p.m., and then
baptise them, the average attend

ance for the twenty-six meetings
was 120, the highest single evening,
the last Lord's Day, was 248. On this
occasion, forms were brought from
a nearby hall and about fifty were
seated in the vestries.

est began to rise. Attendances rose

and at one meeting forty were
present, of whom at least twenty
were non-members. From the time

of this mission until I left Belfast,
the attendances at the Gospel
services showed a marked improve
ment. One feature of the work here
was the co-operation which was
readily given by the Berlin Street

brethren, and we have hopes that
ere long this will be a regular
feature of the work of the two
Churches. I was able to help the

Berlin Street

Church a little,

especially on the Wednesday even
ings at their Gospel service. We are
glad to report that one was
baptised, at Bloomfield.

Observations

1. The day for high-powered
evangelism is not past. Intensive
missions are still a very effective
way of rousing the Church or reach
ing the masses. I recommend that
every Church have at least one such
mission each year.

2. When an evangelistic effort
has been closed as much of the
interest generated as possible should

be sustained, even if it requires the
presence of the evangelist in the

field for a considerable period after
wards.

3. N. Ireland presents to us one
of the greatest opportunities and

challenges of modern times. Every

From 1st August my time was
allocated for three months to the

penny spent on evangelism there
will be well worth while.

However, at the request of the

We give thanks to our Heavenly
Father for His many blessings, and

Church in Hospital Street. Glasgow.
Berlin Street Church, in Belfast, the
Glasgow brethren released me for a
period of service in company with

Bro. C. E. McGaughey, from August

17th to September 14th. This left

pray that every effort put forth for

the extension of the kingdom will
continue to have His blessing.
ANDREW GARDINER, Jnr.
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Bro. Grosthwaite's Report
Dear Brethren,

When we met at Tranent a year
ago, I reported a busy time spent
with Brethren D. Dougall and A.
Gardiner, both of whom, since then,
have been engaged in whole-time
evangelistic work.

During the past year, I have only
had one student for personal train
ing, Bro. G. Smith, of Derby. He
came to Ulverston on January 13th
and left about the end of March.

I

Correspondence Work
have still a number of

live

students. Altogether I have had
fifty-eight names on my list. Some
of these have gone through three
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hard work for S.S. He has done the
job well. Our thanks also are due to
our printer, Bro. Barker, who has

helped us through some difficult
times.

Above all, our heartiest thanks
are due to Him by whose grace and
strength we have been enabled to
carry on.

I have tried to do my best: and
slightly altering lines by J. G.
Whittier, would say:
'When I am dead, if men can say.
He helped the Church along its way;
If they can say—if they but can—
He did his Ixisl: ho played the mnii;
Hi.s way was straight, his soul was clean.
His failings not unkind, nor mean;
He loved his fellow-men, and tried
To help them—I'll be satisfied.'

WALTER CROSTHWAITE.

courses. A few classes have taken

up these study papers. I have been
asked to run courses on such sub

jects as the Millennium: but at
present I am not being drawn into
subjects which, while interesting
and fascinating, are not vital. If
young brethren will go through the
courses on Hebrews i.: 'The church

that Christ built,' and 'The work of

the Holy Spirit,' they will get a
grounding in the things that really
matter. Any who desire, may take
up these courses at any time.

Treasurer's Report: Bro. R.
McDonald

THIS was presented by Bro. R.
McDonald. Although expenditure
had been much heavier, there was a
balance in hand of £319 18s. Id.

He pleaded for more systematic
giving.
A
helpful
discussion
followed, in which was manifest an
earnest desire to give more and do
more.

The Church at Ford Villa,

Nyasaiand Report: Bro. W. Steele

Ulverston

This was presented by Bro. W.
Steele, and told of a large number

In addition to Lord's Day meet
ings, we run two meetings each
week. The greatest part of the
preaching and teaching has fallen
to me. During the past year, I have
delivered 112 addresses, besides con
ducting a Bible class each week. We

have had three additions by baptism
and now number thirty. We have
an average attendance of eighteen
at the Breaking of Bread; and we
always have some non-members at
evening meetings.
The 'Scripture Standard'

For fourteen years I have edited
that notorious magazine. That was
the period of Bro. Kempster's
editorship. I have not pleased all.
The man who can do that has yet to
be born. Our best thanks are due

to Bro. Frith for fourteen years'

of baptisms.

The Financial State
balance
of

ment
showed
a
£167 7s. 9d. in hand.

[Fuller Report next issue.\
'Scripture

Standard'

Report:

Bro. A. L. Frith

IN the early afternoon of a day in
November, fourteen years ago, Bro.
Crosthwaite and myself sat down to

draft the first issue of the 'S.S.' By
lea time, the magazine had taken

shape, and in January the first
issue was sent out.

The Bibh- Advocate had long been
unsatisfactory, even to brethren
who were concerned for the restora

tion plea. Many copies were sent
out which were not either wanted

or paid for. This state of things was
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not helpful in launching the 5.5.,
and it was a few years before we
could feel satisfied and be gradually
winning confidence.
The 5.5. is
firmly established, the number
printed and circulated is three
times

that of

C. Melling were appointed to go
into the matter of getting out a new
Hymn Book.
Votes of Thanks

Votes of thanks to Albert Street

the Bible Advocate.

brethren for arranging Confereifbe,

Loyal support has been given by
Churches and brethren everywhere,

to Bro. Jepson for services as
secretary; and to the chairman, Bro.
C. Limb, were heartily accorded.
Hymn and prayer brought to an

both at home and abroad.

Abroad

it has been appreciated by many as
being the only medium whereby
they could know that a loyal rem
nant was working and pleading for
restoration in the old country.
The editor and myself have
written and received hundreds, yea
thousands of letters, and we are
grateful for so many kind messages
sent to us from near and far.

As

readers know, we have published,
month by month, solid reading
matter, and except for a short
period during the war, at 2d. per
copy. We have had no revenue
from advertisements, etc. Now with
greatly increased costs of produc
tion, we MUST ask 3d. per copy in
1949, and at this price we shall still
make a loss. A year ago our cash
balance was £193 18s. 6d.
Las t
month it was £75 17s. lAd. I need
say no more, but refer Churches and

readers to the appeal published in
the September issue.
Both the
editor and myself are confident of
our needs financially being met.
Our

work has

been and is

done

gratis, and if YOU wish to say
'Thank You' just send that cheque,
note, money or postal order.
A. L. FRITH.

New Hymn Book.
THE need for this has been long
felt.

We cannot use the Christian

Hyninary, which savours more
of Anglo- Catholicism than Primi
tive Christianity. Said Dr. R. W.
Dale, of Birmingham, 'Let me write
the hymns for a Church, and I care
not who writes their theology.' If
people sing hymns, no matter how

false the sentiments expressed may
be, they will come to believe them.
The compilers of the Christian
Hyninary knew the truth of that.

Brethren F. C. Day, A. L. Frith, and

end^ a memorable Conference, at
which a fine spirit prevailed; and a
keen desire for more
efforts was manifest.

enthusiastic

There was a very large gathering
for the evening meeting, at which
Bro. W.
Steele presided; and
addresses were delivered by Bro.
R. B. Scott (London) and C. E.
McGaughey, of U.S.A. Bro. Scott
named

some

hindrances

to

our

work.
Sectarianism
confusing
people. Critical theories concerning
the Bible, and teaching given in
educational

ing

faith

institutions

in

the

Bible

undermin

and

the

Christ.

Bro. C. E. McGaughey gave a
stirring address on 'There is much
land to be possessed.'
May the Lord stir us all up to
more vigorous Gospel campaigns.

CHURCHES OF CHRIST WIGAN
CONFERENCE

EVERY

six

months

members

of

the

Chiirclies of Christ who believe that the

New Testament alone is the authority
for the faith and practice of the Church
meet in conference, and the latest con

ference was held on Saturday in Wigan
in the Hope Congregational Church,
under the auspices of the Church of
Christ, Albert-street, Newtown.
The afternoon session, which was at
tended by three hundred representatives
from England, Wales and Scotland, and
the Churches in the Wigan district, was
devoted to the business of the Church,
Mr. Charles Limb, of Eastwood, Notts.,
presiding. Reports on the financial posi
tion of the evangelistic work undertaken
by the Chvu-ches, on the missionary work
in Nyasaland, and on the progress of
the 'Scripture Standard,' the magazine
of the Churches, were read. The most in
teresting feature of the conference was
the
reports by evangelists
of the
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Chui'ches of the work done throughout
the United Kingdom. It was revealed
that in one month's evangelistic effort
in Belfast during August, seventy-thi-ee
had been baptized, chiefly through the
work and preaching of . Mr. C. E. McGaughey, of Washington, D.C., United
States, and Mr. Andrew Gardiner, of
Glasgow.
After tea the proceedings were presided
over by Mr. W. Steele, of Scotland. Mr.
R. B. Scott, of London, stressed the re
sponsibilities and privileges of Chris
tians, and Mr. C. E. McGaughey, of the
United States, gave a talk on the text,
•There remaineth yet much land to be
possessed.'
—Wigan Observer

IMPRESSIONS OF THE CONFERENCE
THOUGH I am not in favour of the Con

ference as a body to pass resolutions and
do the work of the Churches, my general
impression was that both the afternoon
business session and the evening meet
ing were on a high spiritual level.
Though different views were expressed,
especially on the matter of sending out
evangelists, there was no feeling ex
pressed unworthy of Chi'istians. These
differences go deep, it is true, but it was
evident that we are all one in the reali

zation of the need for evangelism. There
was a serious tone of responsibility for
the Lord's work, and a greater determi
nation to carry out this work.
It is a healthy sign that we are ready
to criticize ourselves and to admit we
have not made the progress we should.
Thus it was brought out that we have
not yet learned the meaning of giving
to the Lord: self-denying giving after
the example of the Philippian Church.
There is ample money among the breth
ren to do far more towards supporting
full-time gospel workers and the other
branches

of

the

Church's

work. The

trouble is that this money is often not
used in the right channels, neither by
Churches nor by individuals. The discus
sion on giving was of a very high order.
Then there was heartening news from
brethi-en who have been working for the
salvation of souls. Bro. David Dougall's
report on his work in Scotland showed
sound and solid, if not spectacular, re
sults. The glorious news of the revival
in Belfast during August, when seventythree were baptized and twelve restored

I6i9

The results at Belfast prompt the re
flection that we are perhaps placing too
much stress on the need for full-time
evangelists and forgetting the urgency
of every Christian being a soul-winner.

That is the New Testament plan of
evangelism we have been seeking so
long. We should not feel that this is the
evangelist's work only, but that indivi
dually we are saved to serve. The same
danger is inherent in a Committee be
ing responsible for sending out evange
lists and doing other parts of the
Church's work. There

was

evident

too

much tendency to 'leave it to the Com
mittee." This is fair neitlier to the breth
ren

on

the

Committee

nor

to

the

Churches. Let us be careful of becoming
'committee-minded' and shelving our re
sponsibilities. In spite of what has been
said previously in these notes, the
Churches are not yet awake as they
should be to the work which God has
appointed them to do.

It is good to know that there is felt
a need for brethren to get together for
conference on the deep things of the
Spirit rather than to transact business.
The brethi-en seemed wholehearted in

their desire for such Conferences for
edification in the Word, and this ques
tion is to be raised at the next Confer

ence in April, 1949.

Altogether the meetings were a glori
ous experience, and there are solid
grounds for hope and encouragement for
the future

CARLTON MELLING.

EVANGELIST

FUND

Receipt No.

£

s.

d.

884
5
6

5
10
10

7
8
9
890

0
0
0.
10

3
1
2

0

5
1

0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0

0

20
1
5

0
0
0
10
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

1
2
3
4
5
6

7
8
9
900

7
25

15
10

0
0

R. MCDONALD,
October 12th, 1948.
Treasurer.

to the Church, was evidence of what can

be done when every member of the
Church believes and acts upon the words
that 'he that winneth souls is wise.'

I

felt that after these reports and discus

sion following, a fitting climax would
have been for all to have sung 'Praise
God, from whom all blessings flow."

READING CARDS

THESE have been prepared for 1949 by

Bro. Carlton Melling and will be ready
very shortly. Apply to me as usual
stating how many are required please.
No charge is made.—^A. L. FRITH.
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Revival.
'IF MY people, which are called by
my name, shall humble themselves,
and pray, and seek my face, and
turn from their wicked ways, then
will I hear, from heaven, and will
forgive their sin, and will heal their
land.' (2 Chron. vii. 14).

There is much talk to-day of Re
vival ; we hear it on every hand.
Unfortunately, what we hear some
times is just talk, and very little
action, But in some places, revival
is in the air, and our Churches in
various localities are at last waking
up to the need for revival. Revival
often means survival, for if the
Church is going to survive, it must
continually be seeking means to
revive its spiritual energies, and
what better method than by seeking

to save souls from sin and bringing
them up in the 'nurture

and

ad

monition of the Lord.'

Let us study together this morn
ing, how this Revival can be best
brought about. Our text is very
suggestive, and I propose examining
its message to see if we cannot
apply it to to-day. I think we can.
Notice how it begins. 'If my

people,' not somebody else's people,
but My people, and if that is not
enough God says, 'If my people,
that are called by my name.' One
might say, but I thought we were
out to save sinners, and yet it starts
with us doing something. Of course
it does, and it ever was so. Revival
has always had to start with God's

people. It' is God's people that al

been defined as a modest estimate of

one's worth, in short, a realisation of
our shortcomings: and such a

realisation is the first step suggested
by God to His people to bring about
revival.

How

different

to

our

methods ! We invariably go about it
quite differently, we arrange meet
ings, draw up programmes, engage
a special speaker, and while these
are all essential parts of a revival
programme, yet how often do we

pay any attention to our spiritual
condition first.

Why does God put this first ? Let
me suggest that humility is the very
opposite of pride.

Pride is of the

Devil, and has no place in the
Christian scheme of things, so our
Heavenly Father wisely seeks to
create the right atmosphere, by first
ensuring we are in the right frame
of mind by being humble, or, aware
of our shortcomings, for then we
shall be the more ready to rely on
Him, instead of ourselves:
.

'Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
Save in the death of Christ my Lord.'

Let us now consider the next step,
or steps, as these are closely allied
to each other.

'And pray, and seek my face.'
Now let me say that praying ought
always to be the act of seeking
God's face, but it is not always the
case.

Let me illustrate.

We often

approach our friends in seeking
advice, often by letter, but if the
matter is urgent or deep seated, .and
requires
discussion,
we
seek

ways, in all ages, have been the

personal contact, and in a heart to

instigators of revival.

heart talk, we get to know our

God-fearing

men are stung sometimes into activ

ity by the sheer wanton sins of their

friend's mind on the matter. Have
we tried that with God ? Yet that

fellows, or the dire necessity of
their nation; and so it is to-day.
God's people that are called by
God's name, must do something
about it. What is that something ?

is what Christ meant when He said,
'Thou, when thou prayest, go into
thy closed room,' and it is what
God means here, a fervent seeking

Just the message of our text.
'If my people, that are called by
my name.' shall do, what ? Humble
themselves. Oh! you say, that's it,
is it ? Yes, precisely. Humility has

petition before the 'throne of grace.'
Yet, in this question of revival, do
we do that ? Do we seek to precede
all our efforts by humbly seeking
God's face in prayer ?

of His face in constant and effective

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

Now for our next step. 'And turn
from their wicked ways.' What's
that you say ? We, God's people,
that are called by His name, turn
from our wicked ways. Yes, I mean
just that. Have you never heard of
sin in the camp, of David and the
wife of Uriah, of Achan and the
Babylonish garment, of the secret
sins in the early Church ? Yet sin
in the camp, has been, and still is.
the greatest hindrance to revival.

reception

world into the glorious light of the

given to

this

little Gospel

paper, and we can rejoice that the Gos
pel is being distributed to thousands of
homes.

Much door-to-door work is being done,
and as a result, many for the first time
are learning about the Church of Christ.
We hardly need say, we should be glad
to contact any Church not taking sup
plies.
Sample copies sent free on request.
Best thanks to all fellow-workers.
LEONARD MORGAN.

How can we expect to win men and
women out of the darkness of this
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Gospel of God, if our witness is
dimmed, and our message made of
non-effect, because of secret 'sin in
the camp'?
One of the greatest sins in
Christendom to-day, is worldliness
in the Church. Many other secret
sins could be named, but time does
not permit, but they must, whatever
they are and whatever the cost, be
cast out, for the Spirit of the living
God cannot operate where sin is.
And what is God's promise if we
do this thing ? 'I will hear from

swers, the fiercer became His enemies.

heaven, will forgive their sin, and
will heal their land.' And, my word,
brethren, our land wants healing

A lesson on humility in the same place
(xiv. 7-11).—Here again we see the mark
of the supreme psychologist. His keen

to-day, healing from all the sins of

hypocracy, vice, murder, etc., to say
nothing of our own hearts of the

sins of pride and prejudice, jealousy
and strife, and many other petty
little things that smear and be
smirch the fair name of Christ.

In conclusion, let us sum up again
the threefold points of our text: (1)
' My people, called my name,
shall seek my face'; (2) 'humble
themselves, and pray . . . and turn
from their wicked ways'; (3) then I
will hear from heaven, will forgive
their sin, and will heal their land.'

of

Luke xiv. 1 to xvi. 13.

Cure in a Pharisee's House on a Sab
bath Day (xiv. 1-6).—The Sabbath was a

joyous day, and often used for this type
of feast (note thei-e were bidden guests—

verse 8). The man with dropsy was there
doubtless by arrangements, with intent
to bring a further accusation against the
Saviour, was skilfully forestalled by His
enemies as was His wont, and asked an
unanswerable question—unanswerable to
those who sought the cause against Him.
The more telling and effective His an

observance of the minds of men. Polite

society might consider His comments out
of place, but God's interventions are al
ways appropriate, however much re

sented, and end in blessing, when rightly
received. So prone is the human soul to
pride and conceit that a lesson on humi

lity is never out of place. The wi-ong mo
tives obtruding into our service for
Chi'ist at times are often related to these
temptations. Pride walks in the gar
ments of hiunility sometimes. Each man
should examine his own heart. Of what
value is the temporary exaltation of the

praise of men beside the approval of
God?

A lesson on true hospitality (xiv. 12-14)
—Our natural instinct is to give where

HAROLD BAINES.

our gifts will be appreciated. Ti'ue giving
is pictured in vi. 27-38. Here again let

Address

us measure the earthly against the heav
enly recompense.

f^iven

at

Hindley.]

The great invitation (xiv. 15-24).—The
made the declaration was
guilty of two mistakes. He was thinking

guest who
REVIVAL'

DEAR EDITOR.—May I through the col
umns of the S.S. thank the many
Churches and individual brethren who
are regularly taking supplies of 'Revival.'

I have been greatly encouraged by the

of physical bread and a material king
dom. and he thought the Pharisee sect
Ior the Jewish nation) was to be there as

a matter of course. The parable was un
doubtedly intended to show that God's
invitation was refused on account ol

material entanglements.

The House is
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going to be filled anyway, and blessed in
deed are tliose who accept the invitation.
The invited guests, God's own chosen
i-ace, so liighly favoured, having the first

opportunity, were refusing. The examples
of the excuses are only too applicable to
man in every age and clime.
The cost of service to Christ (xiv. 25-

35).—Jesus knew that the crowds were
following Him without realizing their re

sponsibility, or how all embracing were
His demands upon those who chose to
follow Him. What would they think of
so shocking a simile as "carrying his own

cross"?

Only the worst criminals, did

that, and what for? And hatred to par
ents and relatives—surely this would
arouse serious thought. Tower building

and war making were never undertaken
without consideration. Decisions hastily
and immaturely made do not endure. In

dealing with enquirers we need to im
press the grave responsibilities under
taken at baptism—without forgetting
the almost greater responsibility of those
already members of the Body to give
subsequent help and encouragement. Dis
ciples are like played out salt when they
cease to put their Saviour first.
The

Saviour's

attitude

cause of
cultured,
His day.
disgrace

ful that a Teacher should waste His

time upon such. Tlie thi-ee parables here
following more than completely answer
this objection.

The Lost Sheep. The Lost Coin. The

Prodigal Son.—^Thc lesson of the first
two is too obvious to need comment. Parrar connects the loss of the coin with the
loss of an engagement or wedding ring

to-day. For a pastoral people witli sheep
in sight on the neighbouring hills the
lost slieep would be a most homely illus-

The Parable

to die for us.

I suppose no story has ever had such
publicity as that of the Prodigal Son.
we

have

yet

of

the

Smart

Steward

(xvi. 1-13).—We have here a story which
has pre.sented difficulty to many on ac
count of the commendation of dishonest

dealing. We must avoid pressing the de
tails of every parable too far. They are
given to teach certain le.ssons, and not
every statement by the 'rich man' need
be understood as indicating God's atti
tude.

He was a man of the world and

saw his steward's actions as indicating

shi-ewdness — not righteousness. The
Pharisees as well as the disciples were
in view—verse 14 gives that infoi'mation.
They had money and loved it for its own
sake. The use of money in ways pleas
ing to God and beneficial to our neigh
bours can result in a

welcome in the

Heavenly Home. Great wisdom and
much grace are required. Riches stored
and acquired for their own sake, and
selfishly, are a delusion and a snare. (See
1 Tim. vi. 17-19).

R. B. SCOTT.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

CONFERENCE Committee Meeting, 20th
November, 1948.
Place of next Conference.—Invitations

from Churches desii'ous of entertaining
the next conference to be held (D.V.) on

Saturday. April 15th, 1949, will be wel
come.

Services of Evangelists. — Applications
for preaching help and relevant matters
will be considered.
Bro. A. Gardiner
serves the Church at Hospital Street,
Glasgow until the end of December, 1948.
Bro. D. Dougall is to serve the Church at
Rose Street, Kirkcaldy, from January
until end of April, 1949.
—A. HOOD (Secretary)

We note especially that there

is rejoicing in heaven over one sinner
that repents. How good to know that
God has a vital 'personal interest in
every sinner. Surely He has made this
abundantly clear in sending His own Son

Whether

love their neighbours?

towards the

publicans and sinners was a
stumbling to the well-educated,
religiously-minded people of
They regarded it doubtless as

ti^ation.

where the Pharisees failed apart fronfi

some of their obvious sins—they did not

exhausted its

meaning seems doubtful from the in

THE

FIRM FOUNDATION'

THROUGH the generosity of our Ameri
can Ijretliren, for sometime past I have
been receiving regular weekly supplies
of the 'Firm Foundation' magazine.
These have been distributed free of

numerable addresses being spoken and
written from it. The primaiy lesson is
of course that of the two earlier parables,

charge, and free of postage. However,
from now on, it will be necessai-y to
charge postage, at the following rates:

but the further point is addressed to the
•dog in the manger' Pharisees. Their at
titude is pictiu-ed in that of the elder

One copy per week Id., thi-ee copies per
week l.'.d., six copies per week 2d., twelve
copies per week Sid., twenty-four copies
per week 6.\d.

son. The streak of jealousy is in us all
unmistakably and how highly dangerous
it is. The elder son had indeed been loyal
to His Father in labour and general obe
dience, but he was disloyal in failing to

join in the Father's rejoicing.

Family

love is a sacred duty—and the FATHER

lias a very large family !

Is not this

Churches or bretluen wishing to re

ceive .supplies are asked to send orders
and cost of postage to; L. Channing, 88

Rugby Ave., Sudbury, Wembley, Middle

sex.

Some back numbers
supplied.

can

also be
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The Elders'
THE Elder is the leader and guide
of the Church. Of him Paul says, 'A
bishop then must be blameless, the
husband of one wife, vigilant, sober,
of good behaviour, given to hospi
tality, apt to teach . . . ' (1 Tim. iii.
2-3). A man of integrity, whose
character is above reproach and
whose ability to teach is one of his
qualifications.
That this is so, we see from 1 Pet.
V. 5: 'Likewise ye younger submit

yourselves to the elder,' Being true,
the Elder is responsible to some ex
tent, for the young in the Church,
who never do anything at all. The
young must submit to the Elders,
but the Elders seldom say to the
young, 'How about using your
talents to the winning of souls for
Christ ?' They rather consume all
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Work.

pray, exhort or preach without some
encouragement.
Develop
these
young. While all young men have
not great reasoning powers, every
talent should be developed.
Too
many Elders try to do all the work
themselves and seldom call on, and
insist on, young men reading the
lesson, offering thanks, or waiting
on the Lord's Table.

By reason of their years. Elders
may be expected to die sooner, and
should ask themselves, 'Have I,
should I die, a man trained to take
my place as Elder ?' If not, who is
to blame ? Looking to the future,
we see a great need for qualified

in Heb. xiii. 7, 'Remember them

Elders and Deacons. If you can,
develop the young.
An Elder must be 'apt to teach.'
(1 Tim. iii. 2). If so, the young man
must be taught and become a
teacher before he is appointed Elder
of the congregation. We can, there
fore, see the necessity of Elders
developing the young, and putting
them to work that they may become

which have the rule over you, who
have spoken unto you the word of

teachers and qualified Elders before
they are even needed to fill that

God.' (margin: 'Are the guides.)
We learn again that the young have

office. The experience of the ruling
Elders can best be passed on to the

guides and overseers.
Nature teaches us this as we are
raised in families, but the Elders of

young by practical experience. En
courage them to speak, pray, and
attend at the Lord's table, stand by
them in the open-air, take them
with you when you visit the sick,

the

time

themselves

and

are

to

blame for the lack of development
of the young.
In connection with this, we have

the congregation are just as respon
sible before God for the young
members not being developed and
not

working

for

Christ,

as

the

parent is for the child who does not
know to work at home.

Again Heb. xiii. 17: 'Obey them
which have rule (guide) over you,
and submit yourselves; for they
watch for your souls, as they that
must give account, that they may
do it with joy, and not with grief;
for that is unprofitable for you.'
Elders have rule over the young, are

pass on to them that wealth of ex

perience you have gleaned through
your long years of service for
Christ.

Christian parents, that child of
yours is a gift from God. Teach him,

in

his

tender years,

the

living

oracles, and the work of the
preacher and the Elders will be

helped considerably by the early
foundation

you

have

laid.

Of

Timothy, it is recorded, 'from a

supposed to watch after their souls.

child thou hast known the holy

If they do not do it, they will be held

scriptures.' (2 Tim. iii 15). and it is
to his grandmother Lois, and his
mother Eunice, he is indebted for
this early training. Paul's choice of
this young man was made easy, and

responsible.

Who knows what the young can
do if they have never been tried ?

How few will try to read in public.
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what an asset the early training was
to Timothy, and to Paul.

And who ever heard of a mother "monk"
Leaving her children with others to

Let the Elders in the home, and

Pusliing them off from one to another.
Till they scarcely knew wlio was their

also in the Church, develop the
young to the glory of God.
EDWARD JESS.

bunk:

mother?

Another tiling you'll never see
Is a monkey-built fence round a coconut
tree:

CONTACTS

Letting the coconuts go to waste,
Forbidding other monkeys to have a

DESIRED

taste.

BRO. ERIC McDONALD desires to make

contacts with any mem!:''- r of Churches
of Christ in Cambridge, ( .• with any who
are interested in New Testament Chris

tianity. Will any who know of such
please communicate with him. Address:

E. McDonald, c|o 120 Histon Road, Cam
bridge.

If I built a fence round a coconut tree.
Starvation would force you to steal from
me.

And another thing monkeys wouldn't do
Go out at night and get on a stew.
Make a fool of themselves, stii* up strife.
Or with gun or club take another
"monk's" life.

Of course man descended, the ornery cuss

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

But, brother, he didn't descend from US.'

W. C. Evangel

BRO. L. W. MURPHY, 'Claremont,' 76
CoiTxtration Street, Morley, near Leeds.

NEWS

COMING EVENTS

THE CHURCHES

Glasgow, Hospital Street —Gospel Mis
sion during November; Meetings Lord's
Days, 6 p.m.; Tuesdays, Thursdays and
Saturdays 8 p.m. Missioner, Bro. A. Gai*diner, Junr.

Scholes, Wigan.-Sixty-sixth anniversary
will be held on Saturday and Lord's Day,
November 13th and 14th (God willing);
Saturday, tea 4.30; evening meeting at
6 o'clock. Speakers, Wm. Steele and Tom

McDonald.

On Lord's Day Bro. Steele

will serve the Chmch and Bible School.
A warm welcome to brethren from near

and far to join with us in happy fellow
ship.
CHURCH OP CHRIST, Southfield Street,
Nelson: The thirtieth Anniversai-y Ser
vices will be held on November 13th and

14th. On the Saturday there will be a
tea. at 4.30 p.m. and evening meeting at
6.30 p.m. Lord's Day, Breaking of Bread
at 10.30 a.m. School at 2.15 p.m. Gospel
meeting at 6 o'clock. Speaker: Bro. F'.
C. Day, of Birmingham. A warm wel
come to everybody to all these sei-vices.
^
MONKEY VERSUS EVOLUTION

THREE monkeys sat in a coconut tree.

Discussing things, like you and me.
Said one to the others, 'Now, listen you
two;
I hear a rumour that can't be true.
That

man

descended

from

our

noble

GOSPEL WORK IN JAPAN

PIONEER work in Japan was done years
before the Great War by Bro. J. McCaleb
and other earnest preachers. Now we
hear tlu-ough Bro. O. D. Bixler (Brook-

field, Illinois. U.S.A.) of truly mai-vellous
results in that country, who in reporb
says;

'Less than two years ago, it came into
the heart of a few of us to visit Japan,
and see about the work of the many
years before the war, and also about
re-establishing the work . . . Since those
first few meetings, almost unbelievable

results have been accomplished through
the grace and power of God.
Pi'om America's side, we have sent six

teen missionaries, with four more ready
to go. We have established thirteen new
Churches, and seen baptised over fivehundred Japanese. It was in this time
I had the pleasure of baptizing over one
liundred myself. But on the Japanese
side, important leaders in all classes and
strata of society are behind our move,
and this includes members of the Royal
Family, many members of Parliament,
educators, business-men and statesmen
Such news as the above should cheer

the hearts of all who desire the spread
of Messiah's Kingdom. The only hope
for all the nations, as for every in
dividual. is in subjection to Him who is
the Prince of Peace, and the Saviour of
all.

race!

The very idea is a disgrace.
Why! No monkey ever deserted his wife.
Starved his children
life.

FROM

and ruined their

Birmingham (Charles Henry Street). ~
We are very pleased to report that on
October 3rd, Ella V. Biyden wa.s baijtized
into the ever blessed Name. She is of
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Che fourth generation to worship here.
We pray that she will be kept faithful
to the end.

j. k. huydkn

Hindley.—The Church meeting in Argyle
Street, passed another milestone in her
history with week-end services on 11th
and 12th September. On the Saturday,
we had the pleasure of the company of
Bren, A. L. Frith, Fleetwood, and Eric

McDonald, Dewsbury. The first-named
spoke on a theme uppermost in the
minds of men to-day, namely, 'Christian
Unity,' and the latter dealt with Mat
thew xxiii. 1-12.

On Lord's Day, Bro. Eric McDonald
was our speaker, and he spared no effort
to edify the Church; and convict the sin
ner.

To all who contributed to the suc

cess of the week-end, we say 'Thank you,'
and we are encouraged to press on with
the good work.
i- morgan
llkeston.—For thi-ee

months,

July to

September we were admirably served by
Brethren R. H. Ci'oss (Priestly Road),
A. J. Eccles, F. C. Day, F. R. Jones, H.
Smith, G. H. Hudson. M. M. Mountford,
and F. R. Kimberley, of the Summer
Lane Church, Birmingham, in a special
evangelistic effort. We gratefully acknow
ledge the fine service rendered by our
brethren in preaching the Word. It has
been a fine example of the simple New
Testament way in which two Churches,
in spite of geographical distance, may
co-operate for the furtherance of the
Gospel. Though we much regret no addi
tions to the Ciiurch have been made,
much useful and effective work has been
done in Church and School services.

Many are not likely to forget the plain
New Testament teaching which has been
given—so important in these days. The
importance also of evangelistic effort
and those things indispensable thereto
have been emphasised. The Church and
the pure and simple teaching of the New
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by Brethren McDonald. R. F. A. Hai'dy,
and L. Murphy.

The meetings aroused great interest,
and at the second one Mr. Bowers, a wellknown Gildersome man in religious
cii'cles, contributed liis views on 'What
must I do to be saved?'

Questions were invited, and answered
so effectively by our Bro. Channings that
more than one of his questioners re
marked at the end of the meetings, that
he didn't answer the questions himself,
but quoted Scripture, which is quite true.
'It isn't what I say,' was his oft quoted
remark, 'it's what the Scriptures say.'
Meetings were held practically every
night throughout his stay and thousande
of handbills, together with 'Revivals,'
were distributed, both before he came
and during his stay, with results in wellattended meetings all the time.
Our
Brother spent much time in visitation
and was responsible for

three restora

tions, besides others renewing their at
tendance that had fallen off somewhat.

Our joy was made complete when five

decided for Christ on Lord's Day, 26th
September. The Mission started *on the
19th, the day a^ter the Wigan Confer
ence, and they were immersed into the
ever blessed name, on Lord's Dav, 10th
October.

Theia* names are Brother and Sister
Donald Hardy, Brother and Sister Her

bert Gaunt, and an aged Sister named
Bedford, the latter being seventy-eight
years of age, and has attended the Salva-

'tion Army all her life, but, to quote her
own words, now desires to
Lord all the way.

follow her

We thank God for his blessings and
pray our new members will remain faith

ful to theii- high calling in Christ Jesus.
The ones restored are Sister Gunn, Sis
ter Wilson and Sister Wakeley. The for

also to the little monthly 'Revival'), have
become better known to the people of

mer are old Morley members and the
latter of Ardsley. We would like to here
express our thanks to the excellent sup
port afforded us by our two Sister

llkeston.

Churches of Ardsley and Dewsbury.

Testament for which we stand (thanks

We do indeed 'thank God and

take courage.'

s. jepson

Morley, Yorkshire—The Church here has

just enjoyed a season of real spiritual ex
perience in a Special Mission conducted

by Bro. L. Channing, of Kentish Town,
London, to whom we are greatly indebted
for his sei-vice.

Brother E. W. Jepson, of Doncaster,
gave us a fitting close to our Mission on

the 10th, speaking at the Breaking of
Bread on 'Ye are the body of Christ,' and

in the evening on 'Sowing and Reaping.
Ye have sown in tears, now reap in joy.'
M.

Our Brother came ori

n.MNES

ginally on a week's mission, but the work
was so successful that he stayed another
four days.
A feature of the mission was a .series

of meetings held in the Council Schools

at Gildersome, a place adjoining Morley,
where some of our members reside. Bro.

Channing addressed the first two on the
subjects, 'Can we unite? Is Christian

Union possible?' and 'What must I do
to be saved?' Bro. Geoffrey Lodge, of
Dewsbury followed this up with one on
'Are

the Ten

Commandments

in force

to-day?' The meetings were presided over

Obituary.
Belfast, Berlin Street,—Two of our mem
bers oxpn-ienced the great sorrow of

parting with loved ones dui'ing this
month, and we pray the Lord to comfort
them in their sorrow. Sister Mrs. Mont
gomery, whose infant son passed away
on September 30th, aged eight months.
Our deepest sympathy goes to her and

her husband. Sister Mrs. Henry whose
husband, our brother in the Lord, passed
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to his reward on October 2nd. His faith

Hamilton, Ontario, Canada—Mrs. John

was strong to the end, and his interest

Walker,

in the Lord's work unabated.

We feel

daughter, Mr.s. Walter Cartwright, 284

that the Church here has lost a stalwart
member, and a brother keenly interested
in the salvation of souls. His life and

Wilson Street, died on Jtily 8lh at the
General Hospital.
Born in England

example were such that his wife and

this city for the last twenty-seven years.
She was a member of the Church of
Christ. Mrs. Walker is survived by a
son. Harold, of Hamilton; a daughter,
Mrs. Cartwright; two brothers, in Eng
land : tiiree grandcliildren, and four

two of his sons have followed him into
the Church. We sorrow not as those

without hope, for we know that he is
where suffering, sorrow, pain and death
are done away and where God shall wipe
away all tears from all eyas.

who

had

resided

with

her

eighty-five years ago, she had lived in

great-grandchildren

(Pi'ess notice).

C. J. HENDlUi.V

East Kirkby, Beulah Road.—The Church
has suffered a great loss in the passing
from this earthly pilgrimage of Brother
James Jackson, who, almost without a
moment's warning, was called to ex

change time for eternity on September
17th at the age of sixty-seven years. It
was while following his work as parttime gardener that this sudden call came
—just as he would have wished to depart
this life.

He had often exhorted us not

only to be ready, but to welcome the caJl
when ever it should come. How verily the

words of Jesus come tQ one's mind—
though spoken of a different event,
'Watch therefore: for ye know not what

hour your Lord doth come . . . therefore
be ye also ready; for in such an hour as
ye think not the Son of Man cometh.'
Our brother had been a faithful mem

ber of the Beulah Road Church for the
last nineteen years of his life, and was

It was with feeling of sincere sorrow
we learned of the passing of Sister
Walker, who, with her late husband.
Brother John Walker, was a member
of the Church at Wortley, Leeds.
While doing evangelistic work with
that Church forty-five years ago, and
later, much kindness and gracious hos
pitality was accorded us in their home.
What memories are awakened of stir
ring times at Wortley with our de

parted sister, her husband, and such
stalwarts in the faith as Brethi-en G.

Lund, J. T. Cartwi-ight, and others. It
was common in those days to see the
"meeting house packed. These worthies
are remembered here, and will be re

membered in the great day, by what
they have done.
—Ed. S.S.

scarcely ever absent from the Lord's

Tranent, East Lothian.—We are sorry to

table, only at times of sickness. He was
of a genial disposition, and a brother
of strong faith, in spite of the fact that
he had lived a very chequered life. He
loved his Lord and found much joy in
His service. He was immersed some

widow of the late Brother Robert Guiney.
She came to us many years ago from
Slammannan and has been a faitliful
member, present at meetings as long as
she was able. As she lived, so she died,

fifty years ago, when it was the writer's
privilege to have fellowship with him at
the Church at Selston. His remains were

interred on September 21st. Brother A.

Murray officiated. He leaves a widow to
mourn his loss, to whom our hearts go

out in sympathy, and we pray that this
sudden separation and consequent sor

row may lead to her own salvation.
W. B. JEPSON

report the passing of our Sister Guiney,

trusting in her Lord, waiting for His
coming. She died on October 2nd and
was buried on Tuesday, October 5th. Bro.
W. Wilson took the service at the house

and at the grave. Our sympathy goes
out to her daughter and all those who
are suffering bereavement at this time.
We pray that this present loss may work
out a more exceeding and eternal weight
of glory.

w. \vu.sos
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Things that cannot be shaken.
THE

writer

of

that

marvellous

epistle to the Hebrews shows very

clearly the superiority and finality
of Christianity.

In

the

twelfth

chapter,

he

graphically
contrasts
the
Old
Covenant and the New. The Old

had its earthly types, of which we

have the spiritual and heavenly
anti-types in the new and

better

Covenant. He quotes the words of
the prophet Haggai; 'Yet once more
I shake not the earth only, but also

heaven,' and shows that this pre
diction signified a great change, 'a
removing of those things that are

shaken, . . . that those things which
cannot be shaken may remain.' The
context,

and

indeed

the

whole

epistle, shows that he is speaking
of the Old Covenant, which, in an
other letter, he says is 'done away,'
and the New Covenant which he
speaks of as 'that which remaineth.'

'a new and living way, which He

hath consecrated for us, through
the veil, that is to say, His flesh.'
So those things that were shaken

have passed away, the things which
cannot be shaken remain.

Among the things which cannot
be shaken are:

I. 'A Kingdom which cannot be
moved' (R. V. 'shaken')

The nation of Israel was once the

Kingdom of God. It is spoken of as
'the kingdom of the Lord in the
hand of the sons of David.'
(2 Chron. xiii. 8).
To the Jews, Jesus said: 'The

kingdom shall be taken from you,
and given to a nation bringing
forth the fruits thereof.' Centuries
before this, Daniel predicted: 'In
the days of these kings shall the

God of Heaven set up a kingdom.

At the giving of the law on Sinai( Which shall never be destroyed:

the inauguration of the Mosaic dis

pensation, God's 'voice then shook

the earth;' there was such a
shaking that 'Moses said, I exceed
ingly fear and quake.'
At the inauguration of the
Christian dispensation, 'the veil of
the temple was rent in twain from
the top to the bottom; and the earth
did quake, and the rocks rent
'signifying that the Old Covenant
with its types and shadows was

ended, that the way of approach
imto God was no longer through its
sacrifices and services, but through

. . . but it shall break in pieces and
•consume all these kingdoms, and
it shall stand for ever.'

John the Baptist, the Lord Jesus,
and His apostles, proclaimed 'The
kingdom of heaven is at hand.' To

Peter, King Jesus gave the keys of
that kingdom, and on that first
Pentecost after the Lord's ascen
sion, he opened the door to

believing Jews; and later, at
Caesarea, to believing Gentiles; and
from that time onwards obedient
believers have been translated into
the kingdom of His dear Son.
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That kingdom has stood for nine
teen

centuries:

and

cannot

be

truth of the Bible, and the falsity
of critical theories. Yet in face of

moved.

ovex'whelming

What a contrast to earthly king
doms! Many mighty empires have

credited and discarded theories are

arisen, for a time they have seemed
to possess almost supreme power,
and then have sunk into oblivion.

What a shaking of kingdoms there
has been since that fateful day in

August,
1914!
kingdoms have

A
number of
been overturned,

and crowns have fallen from their

evidence,

old

dis

re-vamped and paraded as the
latest findings of modem scholar
ship; and those who refuse to
accept them are written off the list
of intelligent people, and regarded
as back numbers, behind the times.
Most of the things now advanced

against the inspiration and accuracy
of the Bible, can be found in T.

wearers' heads; and to-day how in
secure are earthly thrones. We

Paine's Age of Reason, published

seem to see the

the

Poor Paine, he was shunned and

Lord's words: 'Upon the earth dis
tress of nations, with perplexity,
the sea and the waves roaring:
men's hearts failing them for fear
and for looking after those things
which are coming on the earth: for
the powers of heaven shall be

denounced as an infidel; had he

shaken.'

Scientific text books of a few years

fulfilment of

But one kingdom stands secure,
one

throne is never vacant, that

other

King,

one

Jesus,

reigns

one hundred

and

fifty years ago.

been living to-day he might have
been a principal or professor in a
Theological College.
Science is continually changing;
and every new position taken
means an old
one given up.

ago are out of date now. Yet, for
this ever-changing science, we are

asked to exchange the unchange

supreme.

able Word of God!

'So be it, Lord, Thy ihrone shall never.

Leaders and preachers in socalled Christian Churches believe,

Like earth's proud emphes, pass away:
Thy Kingdom stands and grows for ever.
Till all Thy creatures own Thy sway.'

II.

The Lord's Word cannot be
shaken

Jesus

said:

'Heaven

and

earth

shall pass away, but my words shall
not pass away.'
It is written:
'Forever, O Lord, thy word is
settled in heaven.'

Innumerable attempts have been
made to shake that Word. Sceptic
ism, Criticism, and Science, 'falsely

and boldly affirm, that 'the Bible is
just a human book: it is good
literature,
but there is
other
literature as good.' Why, with such
beliefs, they are in a Christian
Church defies explanation.
Yet
they profess to plead for a return
to New Testament Christianity;
and for unity on the New Testa
ment basis. This is surely one of
the wonders of the world.

What a tragic farce if the Bible is
Just a human book! Those who have

done their worst

imbibed these critical theories have

Attacks on the Bible come and go,
like epidemics. In our time we have
seen attacks by R. Blatchford, of
'The Clarion;' R. J. Campbell, with
his 'New Theology' (which he had
to recant before being received into
the Church of England), and by
many critical theories down to the
latest, by the Bishop of Birming
ham, in which he repudiates the
creed he daily repeats; yet the Bible

got a shaking, and have shaken and
divided many Churches; and the

stands secure.

Many things are being continu
ally shaken. 'Change and decay in
all around we see.' We are nearing

so-called,' have

The spade of the excavator is
continually turning up proofs of the

cause

with

which

such

are

associated is fast dying out.
Yet they charge all the division
and disaster to those whom they
admit have not departed from the
New Testament position originally
held by Churches of Christ, and
who are determined not to depart
therefrom.
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the close of another year. Time's
ever-rolling stream is fast carrying
us all awaj-. Men come and go; but
the Bible, like its Divine Author,
'liveth and abideth forever.'

'Jesus Christ is the same, yester
day, and to-day, and for ever. Be
not carried away with divers and

strange teachings.' His kingdom
stands secure: His cause goes on to
final and complete triumph, Shall

179

it be found in the great reckoning
day that we have helped o r
hindered the advancement of His
cause ?

•He has sounded forth the trumpet that
shall never call retreat,
He is sifting out the hearts of men before
His judgment^seat;

Be swift my soul to answer Him, be
jubilant my feet!

Our God is marching on.'
EDITOR.

Guide to Baptism.
(Embracing every mention of Baptism found in the New
Testament)

Baptism in the Holy Spirit
BAPTISM in the Spirit was fore

told by John, administered only by
Jesus, and included a full bestov/ment of powers not natural to man.

It was not bestowed upon sinners
in order to their conversion, but
gifted to persons whose hearts were
already turned to God. The work
of the Holy Spirit upon the heart

'the renewing of the Holy Spirit,' is
never confounded with baptism in

the Spirit, but is wholly another
thing.

Only

two

instances

of

baptism in the Holy Spirit are upon
record, one upon the day of Pente
cost, the other in the House of

sons who were subject to it were not

infants, but men and women 'confes
sing their sins.' The texts in which it

is mentioned are': Matt, iii 6, 16
Mark i. 4-9; Luke iii. 7-21; vii. 29-30
John i. 25-33; iii. 22-26; iv. 1, 2; x. 37
Acts i. 5, 4; xix. 3-5.

The One Baptism Remaining
The Lord after His resurrection
instituted another baptism (Matt,
xxviii. 19. Mark xvi. 16). Disciples
baptized with John's baptism were
again baptized. (Acts xix. 2-5).
The Action. — Believers were
baptized in water, into the river. In

Cornelius. Even the ministering of John i. 26, 31, 33, read with water,

the Spirit by the laying on of the
hands of the apostles is never
termed baptism in the Spirit, the

but^the Greek, in every instance,

has in water. No trace of with water
appears in the whole book.—Matt,

lit. 6, 16; Mark i. 5; John iii. 23; Acts

phrase is reserved to designate
those vast bestowments of super

viii. 36, 39, indicate the action.

natural power which the Lord bes
towed directly from heaven, with

111. 16, Mark i. 8, Luke iii. 16. and

out

John 1.

the

intervention

of

human

instrumentality.
The texts in
which it is named are: Matt iii 11-

Mark i. 8; Luke iii. 16; John i. 2^34Acts i. 5; xi. 16.

John's Baptism

It was administered by John (and

probably by his disciples) in the
River Jordan, and in the 'much
water' or 'many streams' of ^Enon.

In the Authorised version, Matt.

The Subjects. — Believers and
none other. The commission reads,

Go teach [Gk. lUscipJe] all nations,
baptizing them,' i.e. the disciples
Disciples are those who hear, be^

lieve, and thus become learners or
scholars. The commission is to
baptize such and such only. The
pronoun translated 'them' is mascu

line, and therefore does not apply to
It was a 'baptism of repentance for nations' which is neuter, and can
the remission of sins.' and the per only represent disciple;; made out of
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the nations by teaching and preach
ing. Upon the same principle, it is
recorded that 'Jesus uiadc and

'into Christ,' and ^into His death.'
John iii. 5, Rom. vi. 3, 4, Gal. iii. 26,

baptized more disciples than John'

27, Col. ii. 12.
'For the remission

(John iii. 1, 2). The disciplcs were
made by teaching, and the taught
were baptized. The untaught, those

Baptism, preceded by faith and re
pentance, is for (in order to) the
remission of 'sins that are passed

who are not disciples, whether in
fants or adults, are not eligible, and,

(Acts ii. 38, xxii. 16), and thus not
alone, but preceded by faith and
repentance, 'baptism doth also now
save us.' (1 Peter iii. 21). The fol

therefore, though the immersion of
thousands is recorded in the New
Testament no instance of infant

baptism can be found. 'They were

baptized

both men ninl ivomeii.'

(Acts viii. 12; xviii. 8).
The use, purpose, or design of
baptism

'Into the name,' 'Into Christ,"
'Into his death.' The original of
Matt, xxviii. 19 expresses 'baptizing
them into the name,' which implies
that a new relation is entered into

in baptism. But without faith none
can enter into that relation,
therefore, infants and all
believers are excluded from
tism. The baptism of a proper

and,
imbap
sub

of

sins.'—

lowing texts, with those cited above,
contain every occurrence in the
New Testament of baptizo and

baptizmn, translated baptise and
baptism'. Matt. XX. 22, 23, xxi. 25,
Mark vi. 14, vii. 4, x. 38, 39, xi. 30,
Luke iii. 3, vii. 29-30, xi. 38, xii. 50,
XX. 4, John X. 40, Acts ii. 41, viii. 13,
16, ix. 18, X. 47, 48, xiii. 24, xvi. 15-33,
1 Cor. i. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, x. 2, xii. 13,
XV. 29, XX. 29, Eph. iv. 5.

'And now why tarriest thou ?
Arise and be baptized and wash
away thy sins, calling upon the
name of the Lord.' (Acts xxii. 16).
'If thou believest with all thine

heart, thou mayest.' (Acts viii. 37).
D. KING.

ject translates info 'the kingdom,'

Jesus Christ as Saviour.
THE existence of evil influences in
the world is too widespread and
manifest to need to be proved to

thinking men and women.

That

and are engaged in the process of
drowning their lives in pleasure.
The only satisfactory answer to
these desires is to be found in the

recognition,

and

acceptance,

of

these influences control our friends
and companions is a fact that even

Jesus

they will admit. My fellow-workers
in an engineering factory have told
me, again and again, that the

lenging message, the great truth

Christ

as

Saviour.

The

Church to-day must present a chal
that Jesus alone saves and satisfies.

Church is for good people, and that
they were not good. Thus we can

For this purpose He came into the
world, and to achieve that end He

see that the world needs a Saviour.
Some, looking at the matter in a

died.

political light, try to find

salvation in the various political
and economic systems.
Ottiers,

tiring of the apparently endless
quest, seek pleasure, or lose them
selves in

Born to be the Saviour

their

an even more hopeless

Before His birth, Joseph was told

by the angel, 'Thou shalt call His
name Jesus: for He shall save His

people from their sins.' His name
signifies the work He was to do, and

effort to satisfy their longings by
gaining power, or by work. To-day.
the younger people have chosen the

this

former of

be ministered unto, but to minister.

these two

alternatives.

brief

His mission.

statement

summarises

To His disciples, He

said; 'The son of man came not to
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and to give his life a ransom for

many.' The apostle Paul, writing
toward the close of hi.s long and
faithful life of service, wrote: 'This
is a faithful saying, and worthy of
all acceptation, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners.'

From these passages, it is quite
evident that when God's love
prompted the sending of Jesus into

the world,

He came to be the

world's Saviour.

His Power to Save

Before we can accept the claims

of any benefactor, we naturally ask
what power they possess, and what
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incident, we have conclusive proof
that Jesus has the power to save
from sin.

His Fitness to Save

Although the Lord Jesus Christ

has all power to save, it is necessary
that we should consider the aspect
of His work that is raised by the
question. Has He experienced the
same temptations and sorrows as

His creatures ? Has He known real
pain and suffering ?
This is answered by the writer to

the

Hebrews,

when

he

says,

'Though he were a Son, yet learned
he obedience by the things which

authority they have. It is reason
able to apply the same test to the

he suffered; and being made perfect,

Saviour of the world.

salvation unto all them that obey

Early in His ministry, as recorded
by Mark, wc /ind Jesus in a house

with a great multitude of the people
listening to His teaching. As He
spoke to them, a man who was sick

of the palsy was brought to the
house. When he could not be taken
into the house, the men who carried

him lowered him through the roof

into the house into the midst of the
great crowd. Upon seeing their
faith the Master said to the sick of

the palsy, 'Son, thy sins be forgiven

thee. Some of the scribes were
sitting, and having heard the

Saviour's statement, thought, 'Why
doth this man thus speak blas
phemies ? Who can forgive sins but
God only ?' Was this not a situation
in which the power of the Saviour
to save the sinner would be demon
strated ? How wonderfullv our

highest expectations are realised as
we_ read the Saviour said, 'Whether
is it easier to sav . . . Thy sins be

he became the author of eternal

him.' Of His temptations, the same
writer says. 'We have not a high

priest which cannot be touched

with the feeling of our infirmities;
but was in all points tempted like
as we are, yet without sin.' In the

second chapter of this same epistle,
the writer claims that the reason

foi His coming in human form, was
that He might be fitted to save,

'Forasmuch, then, as the children
are partakers of flesh and blood, he
also himself likewise took part of
the same; that through death he
might destroy him that had the
power of death, that is the devil;
and deliver them who through fear
of death were all their lifetime sub
ject to bondage. For verily, he took
not on him the nature of angels; but
he took on him the seed of Abra

ham. Wherefore in all things it
behoved him to be made like unto

his brethren, that he might be a
merciful and faithful high priest in
forgiven thee; or to say, Arise and things pertaining to God. to make

take up thy bed and walk? But
that ye may know that the son of
man hath power, on earth, to for
give sins. He said to the sick of the
palsy, I say unto thee, Arise, and

reconciliation for the sins of the
people. For in that he himself hath

suffered being tempted, he is able

to succour them that are tempted'
Yes! Jesus knows our troubles, and

take up thy bed and go thy way into He alone can help.
the Lord commanded him, then
His Desire to Save
Jesus showed that he had the power
The fact that Jesus came into the
on earth to forgive sins. The man world IS a sufficient indication of
arose, took up the bed and went His great desire to save the sons of
forth before them all.' In this men from sin. Still we need to
thme house.' As this man did what
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emphasise this point very much.
Jesus said, 'I am the good shepherd,

the good shepherd giveth his life for
the sheep.' In addition, He spoke of
the rejoicing of the shepherd who
found his sheep that was lost, and
said, 'I say unto you, that likewise
joy shall be in heaven over one
sinner that repenteth, more than
over ninety and nine just persons,
which need no repentance.' It is a

fact not always realised that accord
ing to that statement, when a
Church

of

ninety-nine

members

preaches the gospel, and leads one
sinner to Christ, the joy in heaven
is caused by the repentance of the

been so taught. Matthew tells also
of the promise made by the Saviour
to the disciples, that His presence

would go with them to the end of

the world. This determines the
length of time during which men
and women may find salvation by
obedience to His terms. Till the
world shall end, Jesus holds out to
us the offer of salvation which
every man and every woman can

obtain by faith in Christ, repent
ance from sin, and baptism

(im

mersion) into His Name. This offer
is good to-day, and we would invite
all to accept it and rejoice.
ANDREW GARDINER, Jnr.

(Substance of an address).

sinner.

Jesus Saves Now

Before ascending to God's right
hand, Jesus told His apostles, 'Go ye
into all the world and preach the

gospel to every creature. He that
believeth and is baptized shall be
saved: but he that believeth not
shall be damned.' In recording this

commission,

Matthew

renders

it

'Go ye, therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit; teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I
have commanded you: and, lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the end

Fruits of Theological
Colleges.
'THE first theological seminary
established at Alexandria, Egypt, in
the second century, was the grave
of Primitive Christianity.' {MosliEcclesiastical Jlistorian). —

Quoted by Alexander Campbell in
The Christian Baptist (p. 61).
'It

has

been

the

history

of

religious schools that they have
been

hot-beds

and

nurseries

for

Mark records the command, and
with it the fact that the gospel was

heresy. Schools in metropolitan
cities played a dominant part in the
development of Catholicism. Nearly

for every creature, as well as the

all

substance of the message. Then he
notices the terms of pardon: faith
and baptism. Being the Saviour,
Jesus has the right to state the
terms. No other person has this
right, nor yet may they be altered
by any man, however good or
zealous he may be. The warning is
also given that rejection of these

American history have long ago out
grown their swaddling clothes—

of the world.'

terms

will result

in the

condem

nation deserved by those who rebel
against the will of God. Matthew
tells us of the teaching that is to
follow the baptising, and the things
that are to be taught—all things
that Jesus had commanded them to

observe. This, of course, implies
the necessity of the observing of
these things by those who have

the Church

have

kicked

schools

off

of

their

early

religious

parentage—have played the prodi
gal, and are now in the hog-pen of
Atheism . . .

These

schools at

the first

were

manned by God-fearing believers.
To-day, in any of these schools, a
professor who dared to defend
religion and the Bible would be sub
ject to scorn, and probably would
be summarily dismissed as a dis
grace to a scholarly profession.'—
O.

C.

Lambert

in

Bible

Banner,

U.S.A.

'Indirectly, the college controls
the Churches. It was the colleges
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that swept the Church into the first

as

digression in this country, and it
will come again, if it is not already

stories were intertwined here.'

on the way.' Foy Wallace in Firm
Foundation, U.S.A.

a solution that 'possibly two

Had the writer of the above been
as critical as he professed to be and

searched the Bible for a solution, he
would have done better.

In Judges viii. 22-24, it is plainly
So what is now seen in Britain is
no new nor strange thing. — Ed.

stated that Midianites were Ish
maelites; so in Genesis xxxvii. the

5.S.

names are used interchangeably. A

careful reading of this chapter
shows that Reuben suggested
putting Joseph in the pit: then in

Contradictions.
AT a conference held in August,
1946, a resolution was passed repudi
ating our statement that 'The Co
operation supports those who no
longer regard the Bible as an all-

sufficient rule of faith and practice
and who undermine faith in the

Scriptures,

and

the

plea

the

Churches came into being to
advocate.'
{Year Hook,
1046.
p.p. 119-120).

We had abundant proof of the
truth of our statement, and confir

mation of it is continually coming
to hand.

It is no wonder that Churches led

and fed by those holding such views

of the Bible are in a dying state;
and need what the Chairman of the
Chester Conference said one Church

was fortunate to get: 'A great
Christian,' who 'taught us to read
our Bibles as we had forgotten to
do.'

, It is our purpose to deal with
some of the alleged contradictions
which are brought forward to

undermine the truth and authoritv
of the Bible.

I. The Selling of Joseph
(Genesis xxxvii. 23-36)

It is alleged that: 'In one place

abscnce of Reuben, Judah suggested
selling him. In verses 29-30, it is
clearly stated that .'Reuben returned
unto the pit; and behold Joseph was
not in the pit; and he rent his

clothes; and he returned unto his
brethren,' etc.

And such as the above is paraded
as the result of 'scholarly and
reverent criticism'!!!

II- The Death of King Saul
It is alleged that 2 Samuel i. con

tradicts the account given in
1 Samuel xxxi. Will readers please
compare the two accounts ?

In

Dnmnieloiv's

Connneiitary,

which is surely critical enough, the
comment on 2 Samuel i. 8-9, is:
'The Amalekites account contra
dicts 1 Samuel xxxi., and is also
improbable in itself. The man was

probably lying in the hope of curry
ing favour with David.'

A careful reading of the two
accounts will confirm the above

view of the matter. The Higher
Criticism cause is exceedingly weak

when it can only produce such as
the above to support it.

If readers will please send on any

of these ' alleged contradictions '

that are brought to their notice, we

shall try to deal with them.
EDITOR.

Joseph is said to have been sold to
Ishmaelites, and in another to have

been carried off by Midianites;
Meditations.
while in one part of the story IN the matter of reading, exhorta
Reuben tries to rescue him by sug tion and teaching, Timothy is

gesting that he should be put in a
pit; in other verses, it is Judah who
saves his life by proposing to sell

instructed by Paul to do so with a

view to an end—namely, progress.

This we believe
him to Ishmaelites.' It is alleged should be the attitude
of all
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students of the New Testament. It
will lead to a fuller knowledge of
the new administration under Jesus.
Present day religion tends to treat
the New Testament as a mere text

used by us in our ordinary
versations.
For
instance,
children will call, 'Mother,
kettle boils.' Mother knows

con
the
the
the

child means the water boils.
A. JACKSON.

book, and creates an attitude of
mind secure in its preconceived
notions and refusing teaching not
IF

conforming to them.

Texts may look alike and contain
the same words, yet the subject
matter may differ greatly. Note, for
instance, that the use of the word
'spirit' with reference to Paul in
Acts xvii. 16, is not the same as is
used in 1 Cor. v. 4. or Col. ii. 5. The

word may refer to the Holy Spirit
(note use of capital 'S' in R.V.), or
it may stand for an individual (Acts
xvii. 16; 2 Cor. ii. 13; 1 John iv. 2-3).
or for teachers (1 John iv. 1, Heb. i.
14, xii. 23, 1 Tim. Iv. 1), and for
teaching (1 Cor. v. 3-4, Col. ii. 5, Rev.
xix. 10). Thus we understand Rev.
xix. 10 to mean that the testimony

of

Jesus

prophets

is

the teaching

(note Mark ix.

of

the

12 and

John V. 46). Whereas in 1 Cor. v.
3-4 and Col. ii. 5, we understand
'spirit' to refer to Paul's teaching.
In 1 Tim. iv. 1, we have to do with
false teachers, and John, in his first
epistle (iv.) deals with the testing
of teachers as to whether true or
false.

From Paul in 1 Cor. xii. 10, we
leam

that

there

were

in

the

Churches of that period those who
had the gift of recognising teachers
as to whether true or false, and we
therefore presume that when John
writes, 'Try the spirits,' he refers to
those who had this gift (1 John ii.
20). This power or gift would be
required to preserve those early
converts until doctrine was put into
writing. With the termination of
this special gift and the introduc
tion of the written Word (1 Cor.
xiii. 10) as a standard, the test of
1 John iv. 1 is made by applying

WE

KNEW

IP we really knew the fellow
That we tallc about so much,
Then the hardest heart would
mellow

With a little kinder touch.

We would speak about his error.
Should a fellow chance to fall;
We would talk a little fairer.
Or we wouldn't talk at all.
But we add a lot of rumoiu-

To a little bit of fact,
And the ultimate consumer

Adds whatever we have lacked.
Yes, we add a little to it.
For we nearly always can,
But I doubt if we would do it

If we really knew the man.
If wc really knew another
As ourselves we really know.
When man criticized a brother,
We would say it wasn't so.
For a lie a mile a minute
Often travelled, often grew.

But there may be nothing in it
If the man we really knew.
When the jealous bring a story
When the little rumours start

That may dim another's glory
Or may break another's heart,
Then we carelessly receive them.
Never question, never scan,
But we never would believe them,

If we really knew the man!
—Selected

EVANGELIST FUND

THE Treasurer of the Exangelist Com

mittee takes pleasure in acknowledging
receipt of the following contributions:
Receipt No.
£ s. d.
901
2

20
10

3
4
5

0
0

0
0

200
400
100

6

20

7

0

0

500
R.

MCDONALD.

the standard of the New Testament.

With reference to 1 Cor. v. 3-4,
Col. ii. 5, Heb. xii. 23. and i. 14 where

'spirit' is
used for
testimony
delivered, this idea for putting the
name of one thing for that of an

other is termed Metonomy and is

BRO. FRANK WORGAN
Address until end of December: c/o
Bro. H. Wilson, 2 Hollin Bridge Street,
Blackburn, Lanes. After that home ad
dress will be 56 Park Road. Hindley,
Wigan.
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Churches of Christ in Africa.
(Second Report, 1948)
Namiwawa,
Zomba P.O.,
Nyasaland.
BROTHER George and Brother Peter
and myself left in April for Mlanji, Cholo
and Chiradzulo Districts. We preached
and taught each day during May when
visiting the brethren in these places. We
left for Zomba again on 1st June.
Thanguzi Church. We spent two weeks
in this place, holding meetings twice per
day. We baptized nine and live brethren
were restoi-ed to the faith on the 9th cf

May.

Guiudi Church.

Prom Thanguzi, we

passed on to Geludi Church, in t5ie Chir
adzulo District. On Sunday, 23rd May,
wo had large open-air meeting at the
pond, where we baptized fifteen who had
confessed Jesus as Lord.

To the wondering crowds, baptism by
dipping was a new thing, for in this Dis
trict the Church of Rome has a strong
mission and they sprinkle instead of baptizing.
This was a great day, for the rumom*
of the Gospel and New Testament bap
tism was carried abroad, and in the even
ing one of the men whom we had bap
tized earlier came with his wife, who also
made the good confession before the
many witnesses.
Dunde Church. We left Geludi Church,
after the refreshing day of the 23rd May,
and arrived at Dunde Church. The news

of our experiences at Geludi had reached
here before us. When we held oui- morn

ing and evening meetings, each day
many people came to listen. Some of the
meetings were conducted as question and

answer

meetings. Many questions on

Bible tniths were asked and answered.

On Lord's Day, 30th May, we held an
open-air meeting, down on the banks i)f
the stream. After the preaching of the
Gospel fifteen persons made the good
confession, and were buried by baptism
into the death of Christ Jesus our Lord.
Four were restored to the faith and broke

the bread with us that same evening.
We an'ived home at Zomba District,
happy that we had seen the gathering in
of forty-one souls to the Kingdom, and
devoutly thankful that nine wandering
sheep had been restored to the fold.

Likangala Church, Zomba District. Bro.
Chingondo and I baptized eleven at

Likangala on July 4th.
Lambulira Church, Zomba District.
Here we baptized sixteen on the 25th
July.
Chirwa Church, Zomba District.—Bro.
George and Bro. Marko on the 25th. July
baptized six.
Domasi Church, Zomba District. Bro.
Marko and Bro. Justine spent the day
of 18th July with the brethren and bap
tized sixteen.

Nikongoni Church, Mlanje District. On
the I5th August, Bi-o. Chingondo and I
were present at the baptism of nine.
We are thus happy to report the addi
tion of sixty-eight souls to the Churches
in om' home district of Zomba.

We rejoice at the outcome of our fel

lowship in the Gospel, and ask that you

will continue to pray for us that we may
preach the Gospel faithfully. Pray for
the extension of the influence of the Gos
pel of salvation, the power of God, to
enlighten all Africa.
Sixty Bibles arrived and were gone al
most as soon. Copies of Nyanja Bibles are
very scarce. Many brethren in the
Northern and Southern provinces are
without Bibles.

My best wishes and kind regards to
you and all the brethren in Christ Jesus.
Yours in the Lord's service,
RONALD L. KAUNDO.

P.S.—Many, many thanks for the £20
gifts for bicycles I have received.

ARISE AND SHINE

REFLECTING Jesus day by day,

Proving to all he's yours and mine;
Brethren oui* work is there to do,
Arise and shine.

Follow His footsteps all life through.
Walk in the day and not the night.
There are still others we must win,
Send forth the Light.
Tell forth the tidings all around,
Jesus the Lord has died for all.

Win them from sin and death's dark
night.
Answer the call.

Our Light is come, let us arise.
(Third Report, 1948)
To-day, I am glad to send this third
report of progress.
Mkhumkhumba Church, Mlanje Dis
trict. Brother Peter and Brother George

visited here and on the 13th June, bap
tized ten persons in the Name of the
Lord Jesus.

And, hand in hand, yes, yours in mine,
For Jesus Chi-ist we'll toil and fight.
Arise and shine.

Let us the upward path pursue.
To hear the Master say, 'Well done,'
Now is the time, 'Ailse and shinp
Thy Light is come,
THOMAS

KEMP
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Is it just family selfishness that moves
the appeal of Dives for a messenger to be

SCRIPTURE
READINGS

sent to his brethren?—or is it a genuine

sign of repentance? We cannot say, but
this brings out a truth to which men
need to give heed. Some fondly imagine
that if matters were made clearer than

they are in the Word, the people might

(Luke xvl. 14 to xviii, 17)

Reproof to the Pharisees (xvi.14-18).—
Opposition from the Pharisees grows

bolder as they receive rebuff and rebuke
as indicated in these

recent

chapters.

be saved, whereas a visible resurrection

would not bring them nearer to the
truth.

Offences (xvii. 1-4).—It may be that
the
'stumbling'
of
the
Pharisees

The right use of the world has been in
dicated, and they deride the warnings
against getting the best of both worlds.

prompted the warning to the disciples
against causing one another to stumble.

The same word is found in xxiii 35.

It

The rebuke of a brother is a good thing

ill-timed derision, for they broke the
to which they paid such elaborate
hypocritical attention, and even it
to pass—when it was fulfilled. It is

sin, and we are prone to do it.
The
Saviour was not leaving the Pharisees

was
law
and
was

though perhaps painful to do or to re
ceive.

It is no kindness to gloss over

with any misunderstanding of theix* posi.

said that eminent rabbis of that time
held that a wife could be divorced for

tion.

over-salting soup! Covetousness and un

and the willingness to forgive to an im-

faithfulness to

limited extent, must be regarded.

the

marriage

tie

are

closely related. Pharisees might deride,
but the public listened eagerly to the
gospel, and longed to be in the promised
kingdom.
Parable of Dives and Lazarus (xvi. 19-

31).—This story constitutes

a

solemn

warning to all who are fixing their am

bitions upon worldly things. It is not just
the rich who do so. It is instinctive in us

all—or most of us, at least—to see that

our position is secure, and this might
well get a hold on our souls, and crowd
out Christ, through crowding out consid
eration for 'Lazarus'—after all he was a

worthless beggar! It is a lesson by con
trast. The I'ich man does not simply eat
well, he feasts every day, and is clothed
in the most expensive way. The beggar
shows no signs of envy. He would be con
tent to have only the leavings. (Modern
beggars feel that the money gathered by
the rich should really be handed over
to them).

His conditioii was miserable

in the extreme but the rich man paid no

But the way in which it is done,

Faith (xvii. 5-6). — Note

words arise

from

a

apostles in particular
difference

between

that

these

request by

the
(and there is a

'disciples'

and

'apostles'). It is probable that the
apostles were always in closer touch
than others at this time of His teaching,

and certainly they required a closer walk

v/ith Him. The teaching about 'offences'
and forgiveness impressed

them with

their own weakness. Note that the syca
mine tree to be 'instantly uprooted' was
in view at the.moment. 'The minute seed
of mustard had life in it, and great pos
sibilities accordingly.
Service, (xvii.

7-10).—A commentator

says 'Miserable is he whom the Lord
calls unprofitable (Matt. xxv. 30), happy
is he who calls himself so (1 Cor. ix. 16-

18). We need to realise our overwhelming

obligation to God. To be good is not a
favour to Him. It is an obligation laid
upon us, and we never do fulfil even that.

attention whatsoever to that. It was not

his concern—he might have said, like
Cain, 'Am I my brother's keeper?'
Death the Leveller comes —'Sceptre
and crown must tumble down, and in the

earth be equal made with the poor
crooked scythe and spade.' God is able
to balance the account with perfect ac
curacy, however unequal be the earthly
counterpart. Those who complain of
earth's inequalities do not reckon this.
Christians know it because the 'suffer

ings of this present time are not worthy
to be compared with the glory that shall
be revealed." "Hie word 'hell' (verse 23)

is misleading. It should be Hades—the
abode of departed spirits. The position
so graphically pictured is not necessarily
the final position of the men. We may
make a grave eiTor, howevei', if we dare
to say, or think, that their position can
be altered. What we do here decides our

position hereafter.

Ten lepers healed (xvii. 11-19).—Lep
rosy had broken down the barrier be
tween Jews and a Samaritan. They
\mited in their cry for help. It was im
mediately heeded, and as the voice of
Jesus was obeyed, the cure was per
formed.

It warms our hearts to think of

the 'foreigner' so loudly and gladly ex
pressing his gratitude. So did it gladden
the Saviour's heart—but how sad that

only one should do it.

The coming of the kin^om (xvii. 2021).—Apparently the Pharisees asked the
date for the coming of the kingdom
which Jesus had been preaching. They
would look for it in vain. Can we imagine
such men believing the preaching of
Pentecost was the opening of that king
dom while they looked for some external
manifestation of earthly power? The
better rendering of 'within you' is surely

THE SCRIPTDRE STANDARD

'among you' or 'in the midst of you.' The
kingdom is a spiritual kingdom com
posed of men's hearts in which Christ
reigns. It has outward results of course
-world-changing results.
'One of the days of the Son of Man'
(xvii. 22-37).—The Pharisees have had

their warning to look within rather than
around. Now the t2aching and prophecy
is addressed to the disciples. We under
stand that false Christs did arise indeed
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understood their Master's spirit. We
might look also at Matt. v. 3, xi. 25, xviii.
10, 14; 1 Cor. xiv. 20; 1 Peter ii. 1 and 2.
'Teach me, O Lord, Thy holy way.'
R. B. SCOTT.

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR 1949

WE have gone back to the practice of
finding readings which harmonize in Old
and New Covenant Scriptures. In this
way we And, I think, greater beauty and

during the early days of the Church. By
heeding the warnings here given, Chris
tians would avoid such, and calmly anti
cipate the intervention of God when
grievous trials came upon them. Many
then listening would long for that, and
never see it. Others would take heed

x-ightly stress the New Testament as be
ing the law and guide for Cliristians
and the Church, we are sometimes ac
cused of rejecting the Old Testament.

to the insti'uctions in verses 31 and 32,

derstood apart from each other. We be
lieve. with Augustine, that

and escape the destruction of Jerusalem
thereby. All of us must realise that there
will be no question about it when the
time comes, and the only right way to
prepare is to be reoxiy by watching, pray
ing and working for the Lord. Destruc

tion will come suddenly upon the diso
bedient just as it did in the
Noah and Lot.

times of

Then the carcass of a

diseased society was consumed. So it was
when the city of Jerusalem was de
stroyed about 70 A.D. The eagles then
literally gathered around in the form of
the Roman legions.
Parable of the Unjust Judge (xviii.
1-8).—God is not like the unjust judge.
He is the opposite. If He does appear to
be (to us) too long-suffering with the
wicked, we may be assured He hears
every prayer, and His justice will be per
fectly exercised ultimately. Prayer will
save us from fainting. It will not neces•sarily get us our own wishes. That might
be for our ill, not our good. 'He gives
the very best to those who leave it all to
Him" is perhaps the nearest expression
of the fact. Verse 8 may mean 'the faith,'
meaiiing true Christian doctrine, or 'this
faith'—the faith that 'He will avenge
them speedily.'
A

warning

against

faults

But we believe that the two portions of
the Bible carmot be separated, nor un

"The New is in the Old concealed;
The Old is by the New revealed.'
It is a stimulus to faith in the Sacred

Writings to see the marvellous hai'mony
which exists in them.

It will be noticed, too, that occasion

ally two N.T. readings have been sug
gested. This is because in these in
stances a more direct connection exists

than could be found between Old and
New Testament portions. In such cases

it is suggested that the readings be de
signated 'First and Second Readings.'
We trust that this will not be regarded
as perilously near the Church of Eng
land's 'First and Second Lessons'! The

'innovation'• is nearer the Jewish prac
tice of reading in the synagogue from
'the law and the prophets.'
In the Church's worship we could, per
haps, benefit if more often the brother

exhorting gave his message from the
Scripture readings for that day. This
again would be following the example
of the greatest Teacher, when in the
synagogue at Nazareth he taught the
people from Isaiah Ixi. (Luke iv. 16-21).
C. MELLING.

self-righteous

prayer (xviii. 9-14).—It is a natural fail

ing to see the

v/onder in the Bible, and we see better

its unity and consistency. Because we

of others very

clearly and miss our own. Before God it
must not be so. Our true position before
God is sucli that not one of us can af

ford to parade our 'righteousness.' May
we so earnestly consider the Author of

READING CARDS

THESE have been prepared for 1949 by
Bro. Carlton Melling and will be ready
very shortly. Apply to me as usual
stating how many are required please.
No charge is made.—A. L. PRITH.

our Salvation that we may ever spiritu
ally lie at His feet.
Lesson on Humility (xviii. 15-17).—Pollowing immediately upon the picture of
the humble tax-gatherer, we read the
touching incident 'Suffer the little chil
dren to come unto me.' Childlike humi

lity, and trust are essential if we are to
please God. The disciples gravely mis

'All the will of God is to be done.
Every part of Scripture is of the same
authority. It is wrong to make a selection
among the commands of God, to obey
some and neglect others. Saul, King ol
Israel, was guilty of this sin. and God re
jected him. You must therefore obev God
in everything.'—DR. EDIE.
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A Startling Admission.

8CH0LE8 (WIGAN) CHURCH
UNDERTAKES SUPPORT OF AN

THE Catholic Digest, of October,
1946, in an article entitled 'Best
Seller of the Ages,' by Michael J.
Early, C.S.C., makes the following
admission.

'Up to now Catholics have been
using the Douay version, an English
translation
made
hurriedly
at
Rheims and Douai, France . . . This
version, although accurate and
approved by the Church, is inferior
in style and diction to the Protest
ant King James version.'
If this was not so serious a matter,

it would be laughable. Think of an
infallible Church publishing an
inferior version of the Scriptures!
How could anything be inferior, if
approved by this superior body ?
Does this not reveal that the idol of

gold has feet of clay ?
Where is her vaunted superiority,
if Protestants can produce a better
version of the Scriptures, than can
the 'Mother
Sects?'

and Mistress of the
Firm Foundation.

EVANGELIST

FOR some months the Church at Scholes

(Wigan), has been considering and test
ing the possibility of supporting finan
cially a full-time Gospel worker, not for
its own benefit in monopolizing the ser
vices of such a brother, but to give him

scope to preach the gospel where there
are greater needs and fewer workers.
Accordingly at a Church meeting on

Lord's Day, October 24th, it was resolved
that Bro. WHliam Hurcombe, of Gellygear. South Wales, be thus supported.
Bvo. Hurcombe is making a great finan

cial sacrifice in giving up his work in the
coal-mine to devote his life to the pro

clamation of the Word of God.

After a period of training in 'the wox-k
of an evangelist' under Bro. Walter
Crosthwaite, it is hoped that Bro. Hur
combe v/ill be able to work together with

an experienced brother in building up
the cause of Christ.

c. mellino.

ANOTHER VETERAN IN THE FAITH

BRO. J. T. TAYLOR, Of Humberstone,

Leicester, has recently passed his eighty-

fifth birthday.

Eighty

years ago, he

started attending the Lord's Day School,
THAT 'DYING THIEF'

and sixty-eight years ago he joined the

A man once asked, 'Ai*e you a believer
in the Christian religion?'
'Oh, certainly.'
'You are a member of the Church, then

Chm-ch of Christ. Like very many others,
he deplores the lack of the sound preach
ing of those early days.
Bro. Taylor has been 'a succourer of
many, and of ourselves aJso.'

I suppose?'

'Member of the Church? No, indeed;

why should I

be

a

member of

the

Church? It is quite imnecessary; the
dying thief wasn't a
member of a
Church, and he went to Heaven.'
'But of course you have been baptized;
you know the command—'
'Been baptized? Oh, no; that is another
needless ceremony. I am as safe as the
dying thief was, and he never was bap
tized.'

'But surely, since you will not join the
Church or be baptized, you will do some
thing in acknowledgment of your faith.
You will give of your means—you will
help the Cause in some way?'
'No, sir; I do nothing of the kind. The
dying thief—'
'Let me remark, my friend, before you
go any further, that you seem to be on

pretty intimate terms with the

dying

thief. You seem to derive a great deal of
consolation from his career. But, mind
you, there is one important difference
between you and him. He was a dying
thief—and you are a living one!'
Selected

May the Lord continue to richly bless
him and his dear wife who has a similar
record of faithful Church membership
and service.

—^EDITOR.

THREE SEXES

The appeal of the feminine in Roman
Catholic worship should be noted.
Modern business advertising has copied
this to create association between the
feminine body and the body of motor
cars, the form of refrigerators, etc. It
has proved a vei*y profitable business asset. But the Roman Catholic Church
has used this for many centuries. The
female form of Mary towers over every

thing else in Roman Catholic ritual.
Priests and bishops, and the Pope him
self, dress in female clothes, lace skirts
and girdles. This semi-female appear
ance of priests and bishops drew the
onical remark from Voltaire: 'There ai'e
tliree sexes—the masculine, the feminine
and the ecclesiastical.'
Selected

THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD
A

DESIGN FOR LIVING

LORD, let me bring a little grace
To every dark and gloomy place;
Let me rejoice that I can give
Some splendom- to the life I live,
A little faith when I am tired,
A little joy where I abide,
A touch of friendship, now and then
To mark my comradeship with men.
Lord, let me bring a little mii-th

To all wlK) share my days on earth;
Let something I have said or done
Remain, when I have travelled on.
To prove the man I tried to be
And make men glad they walked with me
A flower, a smile, a word of cheer,

Make these my gifts from year to year.
Lord, let me carry where I go
Some little joy to all I know,
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shortly to return. The good done cannot
be measured in visible results only. Bro.
Ketchersidc was able to impart many of

the treasures of wisdom and knowledge

from God's word

to

us, and all who

attended were gi-eatly built up and estab
lished in the faith. Interest and attend
ance was good throughout the meeting.
Bro. Kctfjherside brought with him the

moving pictures he took on his trip to
Great Britain last year, and shov.'ed them
to us. We saw your home, and many of

the brethren saw Church buildings in
which they were baptised, for we have
quite a few members from Scotland an.i
England.

Bro. Ketcherside told us tliat our form

of service here is very similar to most

of _the Churches he visited in Great
Britain. It is good to know there are
those Churches across the water who still

Let these into my life be wrought—

worship Him in the simplicity of the New

A little faith, a little thought,
A little mirth, a little grace
To glorify the commonplace;
Lord, let some little splendour shine
To mark this earthly couree of mine.

Testament.

—Author Unknown.

I

NEWS

FROM

THECHURCHES

WINDSOR, ONTARIO, CANADA
Dear Bro. Crosthwaite,—Grace imto
you and peace be multiplied.
We have recently concluded a series of
Gospel meetings with Bro. W. Carl

Ketcherside, of University City, Missouri,
doing the preaching. It is his desire and
ours that you receive a report of the
3neetings for the 'Scripture Standard.'
Our meeting was held from September
5th to the 19th. This was the first time

Bro. Ketcherside has preached in this
part of the country. We were certainly
pleased to find a man who stands so un
compromisingly for the truth as It is re

vealed to us. He was also pleased to find
a congregation worshipping in accord
ance with the New Testament. We be
lieve that it is the work of the Church,
and it alone to make known the mani

fold wisdom of God. We teach and prac
tise mutual edification, believe that the

Lord's table is for the Lord's people, and
have not yielded to the digression that is
so common in this country.

During our meeting four sisters re
sponded to the Gospel invitation, and
upon confession of their faith in Jesus

Christ were baptised for the remission
of their sins. One of them was a sister,
who is visiting us from Scotland, is

All the saints at Windsor greet you.
The gi-ace of the Lord Jesus Chiist and
the love of God be with you all.
Yours in His service,
WILLIAM D. BROWN,
Church Secretary.
ADAM BRUCE,
Elder.

WILLIAM HORROCKS.
Elder.

Aylesbury.—A new Church is meeting at

the Scout Hut, Old Stoke Road. Lord's
Day School lo a.m., Lord's Table 11.15

a.m., School 3 p.m.. Gospel Meeting 6.30
p.m. Secretary. W. J. Cole, 13 Corona
tion Villas, Aylesbury, Bucks.
Belfast, Berlin Street.—Since our last
report, we are pleased to report four
more baptisms. They are Bren. W. K.
Fallas and M. Fletcher and Sisters Mrs.

Walters and Mrs. Mcllv/aine. By the

time of printing, these will all be re
ceived into the Church. We thank God

for His goodness and take courage to go
forward proclaiming
riches in Christ.

the unsearchable
c. i. hendbf.n.

Birmingham, Summer

Lane,—All the

rneefcings held in connection with our

eighty-third Anniversary were a real
tonic to us all. On Saturday evening, the
6th November, after a tea, we had a
most in.spiring time. It was a large meet
ing, our placc being full. There were visi
tors from most of the local Churches—

a coachload of bretlu-en from Leicester,
and several parties from the Nottingham
district. Eastwood, East Kirkby, etc. Sev
eral isolated members were able to meet
with us, one coming from as far as Devon
to spend the week-end with us. Bro.
Frank Kimberley presided over the
meeting, and our visiting speakers were

Bren. Raymond A. Hill, from Worcester,
and Leonard Morgan, of Hindley, Special
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singing was rendered by some of our
Leicester visitors. Our two Sisters, with
the wonderful record of seventy-five and

seven-one years' membership, were well
enough to be with us. On the Lord's Day,
Bro. Morgan exhorted the Church in the
morning, spoke to the School in the after
noon. and preached the Gospel in the
evening. At the close of that service, two

young women made the good confession

and asked to be baptized. A fitting cli
max to a most helpful time. Later still,

on Lord's Day evening, a few of us went
along to visit two of oiu: Sisters who are

turaed from Africa after twenty-seven

years. Sister Adams was one of the ori
ginal members of Blackpool Church in
1919, and has kept in contact over the
years. Altogether it was a helpful and
inspiring day.

i- kkitii.

Nelson, Southfield Street. — For five
months, June to October, we were admir-

ably sei^/ed by Bro. F. Worgan, of
Hindley, in a special evangelistic eifort.
We gi-atefully acknov,'ledge the services
of our brother in preaching the Word
and making clear the position of the
Church of Christ. Four have been added

incapacitated, and held a
cottage
meeting in their home. He; \ too, Bro.
Morgan gave a sliort message cf com
fort. So ended a very happy time of ser

the plain. New Testament teaching which

vice for the Master. We praise God for
the result of our efforts. The two immer

ten.

sions will take place at once and thus
two more be added to them that are be

ing saved. To God be all the glory.
F. C.

DAY.

by immersion, three restored to fellow
ship, and one transferred.

We are sure

has been given will not be easily forgot
'Revivals'

have

been

distributed

during the mission, and we are better
known to the people of Nelson. We
thank God, and are encouraged to go for
ward.

A. CAKSON.

East Ardsley.—The Church had a very

Nelson, SouthfieJd Street—The Church

stirring time at their Anniversary Tea
and Meeting. A good number sat down

Saturday and Sunday, November 13th

to tea and the evening meeting was ably

presided over by Bro. J. Garnett, of Doncaster. Brethren Jepson (Doncaster) and
Morgan (Hindley) encouraged us by their
messages. On the Lord's Day, Bro. Mor
gan again gave us the Word, and a young
man, David Brown, decided for the Lord.
He was immersed on the Tuesday by Bro.
E. Worth, at Morley, when our Bro. L.

Morgan again addressed a good meeting
there. We are truly having times of re
freshing at the hands of the Lord.
E.

celebrated its thirtieth anniversary on

and 14th. After tea on Saturday, an in

spiring meeting followed, addressed by
Bro. F. C. Day, of Birmingham. The
secretary reported an increase of eleven
during the year.

Bro. Day served the Church on Sun
day morning, afternoon, and evening,
and gave an inspiring and helpful ad
dress at each semce.

Our celebrations are concluded, but we
feel that new life has been kindled with
in the Church.
a. causon.

WORTH.

Fleetwood.—The churches at Blackpool
and Fleetwood met on Lord's Day, 31st
October, at the Blackpool meeting house.

The purpose was to witness the immer
sion of Mrs. Eva Taylor, who has at
tended our meetings at Fleetwood for
some time. Being convinced cf the rightness of our position, she requested im
mersion. The brethren at Blackpool
kindly provided all facilities. Bro. Henry
Winter presided over a moving service,
in which the good confession was made.
Afterwards we broke bread, and the

right hand of fellowship was extended to
our sister by the writer.
Sister Taylor is the wife of our Bro.
Leslie Taylor. His father, Bro. Frank
Taylor who passed on a few years ago is
remembered as one who laboured in the

gospel for many years, especially in the
Wigan district. Many times he served
us at Blackpool, and had he been pre
sent at Gadsby Street on the above data
he would have rejoiced exceedingly, and
his tears would have been those of Joy.
We rejoice in one thus added to our
number, and pray that our .sister may be

kept by the power of God, and adorn the
gospel of Christ. At this service, it was
good to meet again and have fellowship
with our sister Sarah Adams, lately re-

Newtongrange.—The annual social was
held on October 16th, when about two

hundred and eighty partook of a good
tea provided by the sisters. We had
visitors from Ti-anent. Kirkcaldy, Leven,
Blackridge.

Dunfermlins. Fauldhouse.
Motherwell, and Glasgow.

During

the

evening

we

had

solos,

choruses, and recitations from brethren

and sisters. Bro. W. Allan, senior, pre
sided. and addresses encouraging us to

continue in the right path, were de
livered by Bren. J. Moyes. of Kirkcaldy,
and F. Worgan, of Hindley.
Bro. Worgan served' us on Loi'd's Day
mcnaing and evening, when a good num
ber attended to hear his message.
We are looking forward to Bro.
Worgan beginning a period of work with
us in Januaiy, 1949; and crave the
prayers of all our brethren for the suc
cess of this mission.

On October 27th, we had the joy of
witne.ssing the confession and immer

sion of Bro. David Moffatt, who was re
ceived in our fellowship on October 31st.
Bi'o. J. Moyes will be with us (D.'V.)
until the end of this year.
Brethren pray for us that the Word
of the Lord may have free course and be
glorified.
w. h. allan.
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Scholes, Wigan—Sixty-sixth anniversary
meetings of the Church at Scholes,
Wigan, were held on Saturday and
Lord's Day, November

13th

About 120, including a good sprinkling
of brethren from district Churches and
from farther afield, took tea on Satur

day. More were present at the evening
meeting which followed. A brief report
on the year's work was given by the
chairman, in which it was revealed that

six had been added to the Chui-ch by
baptism and one had been restored. It
was mentioned that during the year the

Church had made the great decision to
support financially Bro. Wm. Hurcombe

in his taking up the work of an evange
list: (brief reference to

this

is made

elsewhere in this issue). Two searching
and powerful messages were delivered
by Bren. Wm. Steele and Tom McDon
ald.

On the Lord's Day, Bro. Steele ex
horted the Church, and Bro. McDonald
preached the gospel, whilst these breth
ren, together with Bro. Ernest Cole,

gave valuable help in teaching in the
Bible School.

Throughout the week-end a glorious
unity, both in fellowship and in the
theme of the messages was evident. A
noticeable strain of self-examination,
and of confession of failures, and of de
termination to do better by more utter
consecration to Christ, ran through all
the meetings. We were shown the power
of Christ over all human systems, and
the necessity for letting that power be
displayed by all followers

of Him in

greater aggressiveness in living and pro

claiming the gospel.

The power of the

Lord in His Word was manifest among
us, and we know that that Word shall
not return unto Him void.
c. mf.i.uno

Tunbridge Wells, Silverdale Hall.—We

had a happy time of worship and service
in celebration of our second Anniversary.
Bro. Eric McDonald gave us pleasure in
serving us for the week-end.

On Satur-

day, November 6th, we opened our social
gathering with tea at 4.30 and in the
evening various items were contributed

by several members.

OBITUARY

and 14th.

Bro. Hilman, of

East Grinstead presided.
We had the joy of the East Grinstead

Armadale.—On Sunday evening, October
24th, Sister Robert Blair, after an ill
ness of some three months, passed peacefully to her rest at the little village of
Woodend, Armadale, West Lothian. Sis

ter Blair, nee Jeanie Lees, was eightyflve and died in the home she came to

as a young bride, more than sixty years

ago.

Sister Blair had been declining in

health for just a shoi-t time before she
was confined to bed. During her last ill

ness she was lovingly and tenderly cared
for by her devoted daughter-in-law, Mrs.
John Blair. Sister Blair was a member
Of the Church in Armadale from her

immersion. Possessing a fine soprano
voice, on Lord's Days she used her gift
as a noble channel of praise to her God,
and Saviour. Having a healthy and ro
bust frame, she used it as a God-given
vehicle to help others who might not be
so well endowed. Were any sick, any
one dying. Sister Blair was there to
assuage giief and help the stricken, and
those who needed help never sought it
from her in vain.

The writer can bear testimony to Sis.
Blair. She was one of the most unsel
fish women he has known. Self-sacrifice
for the good of others was her life's
motto.

To the people of Woodend, she was in

truth a 'mother in Israel." In spite of all
her rather sordid experiences. Sister
Blair never lost her faith in her fellow
creatures. Because of that Sister Blair

had the real Christian optimistic spirit.
Whether introducing a new life into the
world, or smoothing the pillow of one

passing out, Sister Blair had the right
word at the right time, and now she has
passed on to higher service.
Bro. Albert Winstanley ofQciated at

the funeral, paying fitting tribute to one
whom he had known only recently. Now
our Sister sleeps. The mortal remains are
now covered by the kindly Mother earth,
the spirit having returned to God who
gave. May we who remain press onward

and upward, that in the great reunion,
we may meet with those we loved here
below.
K. CLARKSON.

Brethren, together with presence of their
Bible Class, also a goodly number of our
Bible School, parents and friends to hear
the splendid message our Bro. McDonald

port the death of Bro. James McCalliun.
His mortal body was laid to rest in

gave.

Woodbank Cemetery, Armadale, on the

On Lord's Day, a very inspiring time

Blackridge.—It is with grief that we re

10th November. The

service

was con

was spent. Brethren from Kentish Town
cheered us with their presence. Our Brother held the Bible School enthralled

ducted by Bro. Albert Winstanley and
Bro. William Steele. His age was sixty-

with his interesting object lesson of
Paul's sailing from Caesarea to Rome,
and his powerful proclamation of the

the surrounding Churches were present

Gospel will not be forgotten for a long
time. Our humble thanks to our Heav
enly Father for these times of refreshD. GILt.BTT.

four years.

Many of the brethren from

to pay their last respects to one who lias
been a faithful member of the Church
in Blackridge. Of a quiet and unassummg disposition, the Church was his first

consideration on every occasion in his
life-time connection ^th it.
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His absence will be felt by each one of
us. We sympathise deeply with those
who arc left, his wife, and son John, and
daughter Jean, who are faithful wit
nesses, and who wait upon the Lord.
Oui* prayer is that they may be
granted com.fort and consolatiori, and
find grtice to help them in tliis time of
deepest need.

J- kkru.

here has suffered a grievous loss in the

passing of Bro. James McCallum, who

died on November 8th at the age of sixtyfour years. Baptised over 'orty years

ago, he has ever been an example of

steadfast faithfulness to the Lord Jesus

Christ. For years, he has been precentor
for this assembly, and his place will be
hard to fill. Though he never preached,
or taught in public, his life was a bright
testimony for the Saviour. He was ever
ready to converse on heavenly things,

glad to speak a word for Jesus. He loved
the Church. He did not believe in miss

ing a meeting for any cause. Tills loy

alty to the assembly was very evident

during four months of illness. Continu
ally, he spoke of his desii*e to "break
He longed to

be back in his place, leading the Church
in the songs of Zion. He had a child
like trust in God. His unselfishness was
shown in constant consideration towards
those who lovingly nursed liim. Though

often in great pain, he never complained.
He said: 'How little this is, compared to

what my Saviour suffered for me."

some measure of the high regard in
which our brother was held.
A. !•:. WiNSTASI.KV.

Glasgow, Hosoitai Street—One of our
elderly sisters, Mrs. Skimming, has sus
tained a severe loss in the death of her
husband. Mr. Jas. Skimming, in the Law

Blaokridge, West Lothian.—The Church

bread" with the saints.

writer. The large number of relatives,

friends, and brethren who gathered was

As

the end drew near, he spoke with convic
tion of the keeping power of Jesus, say

ing, 'I shall be in safe hands.' Thus his
life ended, as it had been lived, with un
shaken trust in God.

Sister McCallum and the family have
the sincere sympathy of all who know
them. We pray that God will sustain
them with His rich grace. We sorrow not

Hospital. Mr. Skimming has been in indifferent health for some considerable
time, and a few years ago they removed
to Kirkfield Bank, near Lanark, where

the purer air greatly helped his health.

His death came suddenly, and he was
laid to rest in Lanark Cemetery, on
Thursday, November 4th, the services be

ing conducted in Murray Cliapel, and at
the graveside by Bren. A. Gardiner and
A. Gardiner, Jum*.

To our Sister Skimming and her fam

ily we extend our deepest sympathy and
commend them to the loving care of our

Heavenly Father in their hour of sor
row.

A. B. MORTON.

Portnockie.—It is with great son-ow we

report the death of ^ well beloved and
esteemed member, George Wilson, who

died suddenly on Sunday, November 1th.
He was seventy-one years of age and
had been in membership with us for
forty-nine years. During the last seven
years of his life—the latter two years of
which he was blind—he has been a les

son to all for his patience in the face of
A staunch and

continuous suffering.

loyal Christian, of a very quiet disposi
tion, he was ever present at the Lord's
table, but only thi-ough his great courage
and the support of his family.
The funeral took place on November
10th, the service being conducted at the

house by Bro. John Wood, and at the

graveside by Bro. John Mair.
We

commend

his

wife,

sons

and

as those who are without hope, but look

daugliters, to God and trust they will

toward that future glad re-union in the

fmd in Him their strength and stay. We

Father's home of love.

On November 10th, services in the
house and at the graveside were con
ducted by Bro. Will Steele and the

pray that tliis sudden separation and
sorrow may lead those of his family who
have

not

accepted

Saviour to do so.

Christ

as

their

m. mair.
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